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RELIGIOUS LETTERS 


By the late Eminently pious 


Ms, SAMUEL RUTHERFOORD, 
Profeſſor of Divinity, at St. ANDREWS, 


DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS. 


THE FIRS T, 1] SECOND and THIRD, 


Containing thoſe which were Containing ſome which were. 
written from ABERDEEN, || written from AN wor E, be 
where he was confined by a || fore he was by the Prelates 
fentence of the High Com- perſecution - thruſt out of his 
miffion drawn forth againſt Milniſtry; 4 and others upon 5 : 
dim, partly upon the account [| divers Occaſions afterward, 
of declining them, partly u- from St. AnDRRWS, Len- 
pon the account of his Non- von, Se. 
conformity). ll WE? 
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To which is added, 


The Author's T's s Timor to the covenanted Work of Reform ion, * 
etween 1638 and 1649. And alſo his DyinG Wonps, containing 
ſereral Advices to fome Miniſters and near Relations, not in any 0 
the former Editions. As alſo, 


A large PREFACE and POSTCRIPT, which were left o out in ſome of © 
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THE Editor of this preſent edition of the Rev. Mr. 
 RuTHERFoORD's LETTERS, does not propoſe 
to entertain the reader with any encomiums upon the 
worthy Author, whoſe praiſe is already in the churches; or 
any commendation of his unparalleled LETTERs, which 
have already been ſo well reliſhed by the religious part 
of mankind : all that is intended, is only to point out the 
ſuperior excellence of this Edition to any of the former 
ones. It will appear obvious to every one, upon the 
{nalleſt attention and reflection, that moſt of the former 
impreſſions of this part of our Author's performances, have 
been printed both upon a very ſmall type, and an ex- 
treme coarſe .paper, which made the peruſing of them, 
(though excellent in themſelves) very unpleaſant to the 
reader, and often mar that edification that might other- 
wiſe have ariſen from them. To remedy which, was 
the deſign of the Editor in offering the following edition 
of Mr. RuTHERFookD's LETTERS to the public: 
an edition which, he hopes, from the Jargeneſs of the 
type, goodneſs of the paper, and elegancy of print, will 
do juſtice to the Author, be a credit to himſelf}, and at the 
ſame time yield pleaſure and ſatisfaction to the reader. 
Y Moſt of the late editions of theſe LETTERs have been 
J conſiderably curtailed, in looping off a large PREFACE 
from the beginning of them, tending to caſt light upon the 
Book, and the tranſactions of thoſe times; and alſo ſome 
Jof che late impreſſions have left out the POSTSCRIPT, 
J "ſually ſubjoinec to the end of them; both ſuppoſed to 
be wrote by the Rev. Mr. MeWannp. As the ſuppreſſing 
J theſe was complained of by the public, they are both re- 
uined in this impreſſion. And to render this edition ſtil! 
nore acceptable to the public, the publiſher has added 
Ir. RuruzrroorD's Teſimony to the covenanted work 
Reformation, between 1638 and 1649. And alſo his 
Hing Words, containing ſeveral advices to ſome mini- 
lers and near relations. Ee Ber. az! 1% 
WY That nothing might be wanting that has a tendency to 
WY '<:c& honour upon the juſtly eſteemed Author, or gratily 
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the eandid reader, the editor begs leave to conclude, with 
ſubjoining the account and character given of him, by the 
late Rev. Mr. RoBERN T Woprow, author of the Hiſtory 
of the Sufferings of the Church of Scotland, never before 
publiſh-d with any former edition. 


«© That bright and ſhining light of his time, Mr. Samuel Ri 
therſeord, may juſtly come in among the ſufferers, during this 
ſeſſion of parliament, [viz in the year 1661.] To be ſure he 
was a martyr, both in his own reſolution, and in men's deſigns 
and determii:.tion, He is ſo well known to the learned and pious 
world, that I need fay little of him. Such who knew him beſt 
were in a ſtrait whether to admire him moſt for his ſublime peni- 
us in the ſchool, and peculiar exactneſs in matter of diſpute and 
controverly ; or his familiar condeſcenſions in the pulpit, where 
he was one of the molt moving and affect ionate preachers in his 
time, or perhaps in any ape of the church. 

** But he ſeems to have outdone himſelf, as well as every body 


elſein his admirable, and every way ſingular LETTERS, which, | 
tho” jeſted upon by profane wits, becauſe of ſome familiar ex. 
preſlions, yet, will be owned, by all who have any reliſh of piety, 


to contain ſuch ſublime flights of devotion, and to be fraughted 
with ſuch maſly thoughts, as loudly ſpeak a ſou] united to Jeſus 
Chriſt in the cloſeſt embraces, and muſt needs at once raviſh and 
edity every ſerious reader. „ „ 

* The parliament were to have had an indictment laid before 
them apainſt this holy man, if his death had not prevented it. 
After his book, intitled LEX REX, had been ordered to be burnt 


at the croſs of Eginbargh, and the gate of the new college of 
St. Andrews, where be wis divinity pretcffor; in their great buma- | 


— 


nity they were pleated, when every body knew Mr. Rutherfoord 
to be ina dying condition, to canſe cite him to appear before them 
at Edinburgh, to anſwer a charge of high tieaſon, But he had Wh 
2 higher tribunal to appear before, where His jndge vas his friend. 7 
„Mr. Ruthertoord died in March 1661, the very day before i 
the Ae Reciſory was paſſed in the parliament. This eminent 
ſaint, and falthfol ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, lamenteT1, when near bis . 
end, That he was withheld from beat ing witneſs to the work of Re-. 
formation, ſince the your $6438, and giving his public teſtimon) 2. 
d Faluſttheevil courſes of the preſent time; otherwiſe he was full ot 


peace and joy in believing.---1 have a copy before me of what could 


be gathered vp of his dyino words, and the exprefliogs this great 
8 P XING z 4NU t 1 | 


man had during his ficknets *.” | 


* Sec this Copy ſubjoined at the end, P. 522. 
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PREFACE 


CHRISTIAN READER. 


| Intended at brit, to have glven thee the trouhie of 2 jarger pre. 
face to theſe Fpiſtles; but I perceived upon ſecond thoughts, that 
as thou ſhouldeſt be at a loſs in being thereby kept up too fon 


at the entry, ſo 1 ſnould gain bur httle by following my firit look, ang 
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aſide, I ſhall confine my ſelf to what doth more peculiarly relate +6 
this great, little book. 5 85 15 
In the entry give me leave to tell thee, that as there are many of the 
author's papers, both polemic and practical, which he intended tor 
ublic uſe and advantage, that will never fee the light, becauſe being 
ike Apelles' picture, Which was either to be perfected: by his ow2 
pencil, or wholly laid aſide) he carried his pen away with himſelf, leav- 
ing few 1n the generation that would undertake to follow. his notion 
and finiſh it, or if they ſhould effay it, it would be in the ſſue, human; 
capiti, cervicem jungere equinam : upon which account the church of 
God may lament the loſs of ſuch a after in Iſrael : as the world, 1 
fay, is, at no ſmall lots, by being robbed of ſo rich a treaſure, Which 
was intended for them; fo, theſe few, which the author did not at all 
intend for public uſe, are here ſent abroad: he did violence to the de- 
ſires of many in refuſing to publiſh them, (howbeit he was known to 
conſult the ſatis faction and advantage of the truly godly, more than his 
own contentment or eate) not becauſe he thought them unworthy of 2 
Scholar, as not being ſtuffed with a great many ſteril notions. If any 
alledge this, tis 9207 carſo pro can/z ; but the true reaſon why he en- 
deavoured to ſuppreſs and conceal them from the world, was, leſt any 
man ſhould think of him above whar was meet ; becauſe (if not of the 
abundance of revelation, which yer God did indeed give his ſuffering 
ſervant, as will be clear by comparing what he forſaw, both as to th* 
work in general, and as to h me particular perſons, with the eyent; ye: 
of the abundance of ſoul-refreſhing manifeſtations that he had: this is 
the true reaſon which made him incxorable, and kept him from liiten- 
ing to the moſt preſſing and aſſiduous entreaties of his friends: he had 
many things which commended him to the people of God, but his co: 
vering his great attainments as a Chriſtian, and the pregnancy of his 
parts as a ſcholar, with the vel of lunnility, {which is the chief orna- 
ment of a gracious ſpirit) as it did render him peculiarly and deſervediy 
dear to them, ſo it made both the one and the other ſhine more bright - 
Y, and did, beſides their native and intrinfic beauty, give an adventiti- 


ons brightneſs aud luſtre to all that great ſtock of grace, and ſtore of 
= | 5h Party 
| 


. 


$31. . 
| 1 | 
4: 4:30 
j'1.-48 0 
; 160 lik 
3; TRY 
„ f 


1 . 

parts, which were found (rara avis in terris } jointly in him 1 
was manffeſt to all who were but à little acquaint with him tha l. 
modeſty and humility was ſuch, that in all his moſt eminent appearan- 
ces for God, he ſtudied to diſappear, leſt he ſhould by ſtanding up, be 
guilty of intercepting any part of that glory, which Ls: to him a- 
one, of whom are all things, and forwhom are all things: neither was he 
at any ſoſs hereby; for thus he became great in the kingdom of God: 


nis growing downward, in that high and goſpel-adorning grace of hu- 


rnility, made him grow upward in favour with God and all good men; 
and thus by denying himſelf, and ſeeking God alone, he both found 
what he ſought, and got what he was not willing to take, nor would 
own as his due, Ho. | 

But, beſides this true account I have given, why the world was de- 


orived of ſo uſeful and edifying a piece to this day; I think it ſhould not 


raſs without a remark, that God in his good providence, hath reſerved 
the publication thereof, for fuch a time as this, wherein it ſeems to pro- 
miſe a fingular advantage, beyond and above what was probably at- 
rainable at any other ſeaſon : 
while they are deprived of theſe things 1n public, for the moſt part 
which comforted them over all their ſorrows, and while the ſongs of 

*heſanQuary {becauſe the Philiſtines have ſtopped moſt of thoſe wells, 

gut of which they uſed to draw and drink with joy, that which was 
{weeter to the taſte than hone v to the mouth, or they have thrown that 


into them, which hath not only made them loſe their former reliſh and 


ſweetneſs, but hath rendered them ſo bitter, that they are now become 
7211 and wormwood) are turned into howling and bitter lamentation ; 
chile it is thus, I ſay, with the people of God, that inſtead of being 
made glad in his houſe of prayer, as formerly, they are ſighing for the 
ceaſing of thoſe ſolemn aſſemblies : they may in their ſad hours com- 
mune with this ſufferer, who not being willing to eat his morſel alone, 
peaks to them good words, and comfortably he telleth you, beloved 
tufferers, what à heaven is to he had in Chriſt's company, even when 
ve are put to bear the croſs, and to have ſhame and ſuffering for his 
jake, as your inſeparable companion: neither is his diſcourſe upon this 


ſubject, an empty or idle ſpeculation : nay, he ſpeaks what he know 


th: the God for whoſe cauſe he ſuffered comforted him in the like 
eribuJation, and ſo he is in caſe to comfort you by the comforts where- 
with he himſelf was comforted of God, Next, as to thoſe of the mini- 
ters of the goſpel, who by the violence of their adverſaries, are driven 
com their Rocks (which to a godly miniſter is the greateſt of afflictions) 
ach, 1 ſay, may ſee for ſtrengthening of their hands, while they are 
put to contend with thoſe that are too ſtrong for them, how this no- 
Hle witneſs, who ſuffered for the ſame cauſe, carried, how he acquit- 
d himſelf, and overcame : the archers ſhot ſore at him, but his bow 
1ode in its ſcrength; the arms of his hands were made ſo ſtrong by the 
inch of the mighty God of jacob, that he was too hard for all that 
-ntered the liſts with kim : and when they thought they had done fut- 
{\cietir, either to force him to 2 compliance, or to make him faint un- 
der the effects of their fury, by depriving him of his miniſtry, which 
yas dearer to him than his life, he was not by all this ſo much put to 
' 1iTering (to ſpeak property) as he was for a ſeaſon, alittle remove 

om the noiſe and diſtraction that is ahroad in the world, to be alone 
with God. O lefled ſolitude! O fweet ſociety ! he was taken out © 

e clamour and confuſion that is here below, up to the mount, where 
lo was admitied to a near familiarity, and experienced the ſweernels 
„that fellowthip with God, which he had preached to others: tho 
{ was not taken from the earth, yet he was not only kept from the 


rſt, as the ſuffering people of God, who 


TIES 


TS. I : _— * I "Pt 82 Ds 5 w# 4, - 
« * » as 83 M 2 ” bon, ” T4950 . 
wt R er , . SL 
22 5 5 2 8 2 3 . 


evil tl 
heave! 
buſine 
lation 
Zion, 
a ſerv 
had ſ- 


and tt 


the co 
Z10n, 
partic 
his ſo! 
pected 
and p! 
the ex 
have < 
theſe 

volun 
calm: 
hard 


10 fwe 


verſar 
of me 
in the 
found 
fruits 
Chrif 
ſome 
bring 
on his 
forts, 
and u 
burde 
the cc 
tion: 


theſe 


ſuffer 
his es 
and n 
ence 

nd þ 
ot his 
deligl 
and h 


ed WI 


fill t! 
peop! 
Gul}; 
der tl 
from 
twee! 
moſt 
wher 
cli. 
711d 
into 
place 


= 
_ 
- oh 
3 
4 
= 
#: 
"ot + 
5 
* 
TY 
"8; 
* 
* 
we 
33} 


—— VO WONT OE — a Rn - >. 


EY EE ß ß 
evil that was then, and is now, in the world; but he enjoyed ſuch a 
heaven under his heavy preſſures, that if he being about his-maſter's 
buſineſs, had not been prized by him, as preferable to his own conſo- 
lation, he would have been in hazard of forgetting the troubles of 

Zion, and fo ſaying, © It is good for me to be here: bat he was ſuch 
a ſervant, as made it his meat aad drink to do his Maſter's will ; he 
had ſo learned Chriſt, as to prefer his concernments to his chief joy: 


and therefore, ye will find him often in theſe epiſtles, feaſting upon 


the conſolations of God, with the tear in his eye; while he remembers 
Zion, and calls to mind the deſolate condition of the flocks of Chrift, 
'particularty his own, for whom nothing was prepared. He found in 
his ſolitude fuch a meaſure of prefence, as could hardly have been ex- 
pected, out of the chamber of preſence, where there is fulneſs of joy” 
and pleaſure for evermore : he knew more in his happy retirement, of 
the exerciſe of them who are above (who being made kings unto God, 
have crowns upon their heads; and being made prieſts alſo, ſacrifice 
theſe to the giver) than he could have learned, by revolving all the 
volumes that are written in many ages, amidſt the greateſt outward 
calm and tranquillity: this is the ſummer fruit which grew out of the 
hard tree of the croſs of Chrilt that he was put to bear, which was 


1o ſweet to his taſte, that it made him diſdain the dainties of his ad- 


verſaries, and diſreliſh theſe ſour and untavoury dehghts of the ſons 
of men, which however they may at firſt feem to have ſome petry ſweet 
in them, yet they quickly ſet the teeth of the eater on edge, and are 
found bitter in the belly, and of a bad digeſtion; theie were the quiet 
fruits of righteouſneſs that his ſervant reaped * his ſufferings for 
Chrift, and that in ſuch plenty, that out of his abundance, he ſends 
ſome baſkets of theſe ſweet fruits abroad among his friends, both to 
bring up a good report upon his liberal Lord and Maſter, who allows 
on his tollowers, while they are pinched with penary of other com- 
forts; full meaſure, heaped up, running over, and thaken together: 
and upon the croſs of Chriſt alto, to the end it might appear, that this 
burden is ſo far from imbittering the life of a ſuffering ſaint, that by 
the contrary, as the ſufterings of Chrift abound in him, fo his oonſola- 
tion alſo aboundeth by Jeſus Chriſt. The publication then, J ſay, of 


theſe epiſtles, ſeems in providence to be tryſted on purpoſe, with the 


ſufferings of his ſervants at this time, that we may be encouraged by 
his example, to a zealous faithfulneſs, and a cheerful ſuffering, and 
and may wax bold by his bonds, under, and in which, he did experi- 
ence much of the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. How oft do we 
find him prefering his confinement to all the ſublunary contentments 
ot his perſecutors ? Here did he feed upon theſe pure and unmixed 
delights, which pur ſuch gladneſs in the heart, as expels all the latent 
and lurking griets that are there, and cauſeth the foul, while ſfarround- 
ed with all outward trouble to ſing, while they feed upon aſhes, and 
Il their belly with the Eaſt- wind, who feaſt upon the tears of the 
people of God, and ſeem to have nothing elſe to interrupt their tran- 
quillity, but how they may trouble the children of peace. It was un- 
der this reſtraint, and in this houſe of his bondage, when being {hut u p 
from, and ſpoiled of all creature comforts, that he found the ſur paſſing 
weetneſs of the conſolations of God, which taſte beſt when they are 
moſt tree ot the mud, and mixture of other enjoyments ; there it was 
where he found the truth of that ſaying of Auguſtin, Tanto e dulceds 
celites gaudii, ut fi una guttula deffiuerit in infornum, totam ama- 
ritiudinem infernt abſorberet : If one drop ot heavenly joy thould fall 
Into hell, it would ſwallow up, or ſweeten all the bitterneſs of that 
Place of torment,” The loye of God and the joy of the holy Ghoſt. 
| | 4A 
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n % abrndamly thed abroad in his heart, while he was in the furnace ] 
y 


nat his croſs was not only made thereby light and eaſy, and his life 
-teatanr, but ye have him often faying (becaufe he found by theſe 
Hretaſtes what inconceivable conſolation muſt be in the immediate 
iſion and full fruition of God) that if there were no other way to 
-3me at the poſſeſſion of that bleſſedneſs, he would not only chuſe to 
vin through a ſea of outward troubles; but he would wade through 
e lake of fire and brimſtone, to be poſſeſſed of God himſelf; and 
-1ere is none Who knew the gracious ſobriety of this holy man, that 
«ll zudge he complimented in faying fo ; nay, there are none, who 
\-ave found what a cool refreſhing ſhade ud abundant conſolation 
he fout finds, in the company of the Son of man, while they walk 
with him amidſt the flames of the moſt ſcorching fiery trials; but the 

would think ſtrange, if he {pake otherwiſe, Let us then be aſhamed to 
far at the croſs, or at Chriſt's company, becauſe of it ; ſince it bears 
he man who bears it; let us reſolve to take joyfully the lofs of alt 
things, life itfelf not being excepted, in the fervice of ſuch a maſter, 
who makes us gainers by our loſſes, and then in a ſpecial way makes 
4p all our wants, according to his riches in glory, When we have for- 
taken all to follow him. Let us ſtudy to carry in the fight of adver- 
ſaries, as men who cannot be made miſerable by affliction : for if we be 
but indeed faithful to him, we are more happy at our worſt, than we 


know; or rather we are only in fo tar miſerable, as we know not how 


Happy we are: he who is admitted to know that he hath a place in the 
leart of God, needs but care little what he meet with from the hand of 
zaun: this may wipe all tears from his eyes, even while he fighs out 
tnat ſad word, I am poor and needy, that he knoweth ; and is in caſe 
to add that other, yet the Lord thinketh upon me, and doth earneſtly 
remember me ſtill, And by the way (though it is neither far out of my 
ay nor thine, nor excentrick to my preſent purpole) let me ſay, that 
the queſtion were moved, How it cometh to paſs, that he found ſo 
much, and other worthy ſufferers alſo before him, that theſe things 
dem almoſt dreams, and incredible to us? Truely (without ſpeaking 
my thing of the abſolute Sovereignty of God, who may do with his 
own what he will, and diſpenſe as he pleaſeth, both as to meaſure and 
time) the reaſon may ſeem to be very obvious: his, and their wit- 


neſs bearing for Jeſus Chriſt, did every way, and in all reſpects exceed | 


ours: they gave to God as Kings (tho' it was of his n they ſerved him) 


thei teflimomes, againſt the corruptions of their times, whether in king, 


vr parliament, or church-men, had ſo much of miniſterial faithfulneſs, 


o much of freedom, ſo much of grave and goſpe}-becoming boldneſs in 


them, ſo much holy zeal, even for the leaſt of the concernments of the 
kingdom of Chriſt, (upon which we are loth to ſtate our ſufferings, 
or for the keeping whereof we are unwilling to hazard the loſs of any 
thing) that it was apparent, they loved him ſo well, that they love! 
not their lives unto the death; and that Chriſt covid require nothing of 
them, as a ſigniſication of their zeal for his intereſts, which they were 
not at a point to part with, and were not ready to give away: and he 
upon the other hand, to make it appear, that they could not ferve the 
Lord for nothing, and to evidence his fpecial complacency in ſuch à 
zealous frame of ſpirit, did, not only extraordinarly ſupport them un. 
der their trouble, ſo that they did not tink, even when they feemed 
to others, to be preſſed out of meaſure, and beyond ſtrength; but did 
raanifelt himſelf in a moſt familiar manner unto them, ſo that when they 


were almoſt at this, That they had not whereupon to lay their Head, 


they had then free acccls, to lean it and lay it on his boſom: In 
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2 word Zod did declare, Wat he thought nothing tod great, 1 5 
190 good tor them, who gave themicives away to inarely to him; 
that if the queſtion were aſked at God, whence is it, that there is © 
raft a difference betwixt his dealing with the former witneſſes, a9 
thoſe who now give ſome kind of teſtimony to his name? He cou 
quickly flence and put to ſhame the movers of that queſtion, by ſen d- 
ing us back, to ſee what a difference there is, betwixt what thoſe wc: - 
mies did and ſuffered fot him; and what we have done, though und 
more obligations, at leaſt ſubjective, under more oaths, covenants. 
engagements, proteſtations, and theſe often reiterate, than many 
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them were: he met them, as men who rejoiced and wrought right 1 a 
ouſneſs, and could neither be flattered nor frowned out of their ſidel B&W 
ty and freedom, and he hides himſelf from us, as it were aſhamed 14 
{ach witneſſes, whoſe very teſtimony is ſo unworthy of ſuch a Maſte i 
and ſo far ſhort of what it ought to be, as if indeed we were aſhamed «i 11 
him and his truth, or thought the torn and the lame a ſufficient tac: 14 


ice for him. It was not the main queſtion of theſe men in a ſuffer i | A 
time, how much they might let go, and yet keep the ſubſtantials of Hil 
gion, or how long they ſhould be filent, out of fear, leſt they ende UNE 
roured to acquit themſelves faithfully, they ſhould both be reputed r i} 
and imprudent, and provoke the magiſtrate, by venting their need! 4: 

Jealouſies, to do what he intended not; they did not think it enoug + 810 
to give ſome oblique intimation of their diſhke, or half f1gnification vi ! 

their deteſtation of theſe courſes, whereby they conceived their Mu- 

I ter's intereſts wronged, his prerogative encroached upon, and the 

whole endangered; nay, nay, theſe men of God, who knew the times 

Ind what Iſrael had to do, thought ſuch a carriage unworthy of tb 

ambaſſadors of Chriſt, who are ſet for the defence of the goſpe 

and upon the matter, but as a couching of afles under the burden; the 
would ſooner have parted with their e than with one hoof of wh: 
belonged to their Maſter, They thought it more worthy of a watch 

Iman, to put all on their guard, upon the leaſt appearance of the ap- 

Iproach of an enemy, than ſuffer themſelves to be ſhamefully ſurpriſed 

Fin their ſecurity; and they thought it more like the good ſoldiers 
_ Chriſt, to cover the ground where they ſtood with their de: 

bodies, than as afraid or terriſied by their adverſaries in any thing, 
make a diſhonourable retreat; he who would have put them from Wi- e 

Incſung a good conteihon, when the danger of the work oi God call Die 
them to cry aloud, and not to ſpare, behoved, not only to have thrice! - l ö 
ned them (for that would not have done their buſineſs, they being me. 

Yo! ſuch metal, as could have looked death our of countenance in its mc 
formidable ſhape, and carried in the face of all oppoſition, as those 

Iſchom no affliction could make miſerable) but to ſilence them perfectly, 

Tc behoved to have ſent them into the other world, which could not be 

terrible to them, who had the certain expectation, that if ſo ditmilled, 
they ſhould take up their place amongſt the ſouls under the altar, ſlai:: 

tor the word of God, and their teſtimony that they held; and I may 

Jy particularly, to the commendation of the grace of God, in this hiv 
fathful ſervant (who having ſerved his generation according to the will 

of God, is now fallen aſleep) that to the obſervation of all, he never was 

I fraid of the face of man, in appearing tor the intereſts of Chriſt, nei- | 

ner knew he what it was to be ſilent, when he ſaw theſe in hazard; 

Jay, he was ſuch a ſon of Levi, as knew neither friend nor brother in 

Ie matters of God; which blefled diſpoſition did accompany him te 

us grave; for though ſuch was the indulgence of his Maſter to fo faith - 

ö bal 4 letvant, that he would have 5 to die in peace (though he denie 
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him not the honour of a martyr, dying under a ſentence of confinement 
to his own houſe) plucking him out of the jaws of a Nerz death, 
- Wy them | 

whole indignation had almoſt come to that height, as to ſay hed bh ] 
mattor, Bring him hither upon the bed that «ve may kill him : for not 
being ſatisfied with the teſtimony of the phyſicians, nor the magiſtrates, i 
nor the minifters of the place, certifying that he was nor able to travel # 
to Edinburgh (as by the ſequel was tov ſadly confirmed) he was confin- © 


wherewith he was threatened, and which was intended for him 


9 


ed in his own houſe, when he was not able to go abroad, and put to 


ſhame in that place, where he had deſerved!y gained the repute of one 
of the moſt learned and ſuccefsfully laborious doors, that ever had 
filled that chair, and one of the molt faithful and diligent miniſters that 
Ah Scotland, Scot- 
If it had been ane- 
nemy who had ſought to deal thus with thy feers and faithful prophets, 8 
it had become thee better, to have hid theſe hy fifties in caves, from 
the fury of their enemies; or if thou couldeſt not have preſerved the 
lives of ſuch worthies, either to have died with them, or to have made it © 
appear, that thou only lived to lament the loſs of a greater treaſure, 3 
than if thou hadſt loſt all the gold of India and Ophir ; but for thy own . 
ſword to devour thy own prophets, and that under the colour of law, 


ever watched over, or laboured amongſt a people. 
land, whither haſt thou caufed thy ſhame to go? 


what canſt thou ſay for this that will ſatisfy? What apology canſt thou 


make to God, for miſuſing his prophets, and ſhedding the blood of the 
juſt in the midſt of thee ? What canſt thou ſay for ſatisfying the nations, 
who have heard of the renown of theſe men, theſe precious ſons of Zi- 
on, comparable to fine gold, who have been daſhed in pieces in the midft v 
of thee, and dealt with, as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of 
the Potter? Wilt thou not be ſpœeclileſs, and not have wherewith to $ 
anſwer him that reproveth and reproacheth thee ? Canſt thou look for- 
ward, and not bluſh to think, what ſuccecding generations will ſay of 
thee? What wilt thou fav, when it ſhall be aſked, by one whom thou 
muſt anfwer, what manner of men were thefe wlioſe blood thou didft 8 
however thou haſt repreſented them now as malefactors, that 
thou mighteſt deal fo with them; yet then thou muſt {ay) all of then! 
Were as the fons of kings. Ah Scotland! Scotland! the moſt ſolemnly 1 
engaged to God, and the moſt guilty and ungrate of all the nations un- 
der the heavens: doſt thou not fear after all this, the cry of the ſouls } 
under the altar? Saying with a loud voice, had long, 0 Lord, holy and 
true doft thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that daveiton the | 
nter, to fray the horns | 
ut now the {pirit of 


ſhed ? ( 


earth? Thou was once made uic of as- a ca 
of them who did puſh the inheritance of tae (Cor 
rhe horns hath entered into the carpenters 


t chon think thyſelf 


ſecure after all this! It is true, there is no/viſible power or party upon | 
afraid; hut remember, that | 
he who is — than the higheſt regardeth, who will make inquiſition 


carth, of Whom thou haſt much reaſon to 


for the blood of his ſaints, which thou haſt ſhed, and his imereſts; if 


thou wik fear nothing elſe, let me recommend the Scythian fear unto 
ee, of whom iris reported, that they fear noching, but chat the hea- 
vens ſhould fall upon them;“ alas! if thy enemy be above thee, how , 
wilt thou guard thy head, or fecure thy heart, when he gives the blow, 
and recompenſes thy way upon thine own head? But if thou wilt till | 

o on, and inſtead of ſmiting on thy thigh, and ſaying, What have I 
Tone? harden thyſelf, and think to proſper ; I ſhall deſire grace to have | 
But ro return tomy 


ſuch a frame of ſoul as to weep for thee in ſecret, 


purpoſe from which this ſad meditation hath a little withdrawn me; 
ervant, yet 
When 4 


though ſuch, I ſay, was the tenderneſs of his Maſter to this 
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hen had not! inn eli to complain of (Beang lor many £498 together 
betore his death, filled with as much joy of the Holy Ghoſt as he could 
hold) he went away regretting this {though with a ſweet ſubmithon te 


his Maſter's vill) that he died not in that bed of honour, and was not 


brought forth, to breathe out his life and laſt upon a ſcaffold, ſince his 


Maſter was dealing ſuch favours amongſt his followers (for to ſome 
and bleſſed be he eternally who carried them honourably through) it 
was given, not only to believe, but alfo to tuffer, and to the convictions 
of their enemies, as men who ſemed rather to triumph over that king 
of terrors, than to be daunted by its dreadful aſpect:) and ſince he was 
taking ſuch proots of the fidelity arid affHtion of ſome of his followers, 
it will not be amiſs, for this purzofe, to inſert his own words, which 
vere taken from his mouth, not once, but often reiterate : Now (ſaid 
mat faithful ſervant, even when he was upon the threſhold of glory, 
ready to receive the immortal crown) My tabernacle is weak, and I 
would think it amore glovigus way of going hence, to lay down my life 
ſer the cauſe, at the crofs of Edinburgh cr St. Andrews ; bat I ſubmit 
% ny Maſter” g evill, is it any wonder then, I fay, ſince ke, and thoſe 
other worthy mens way in witnefling for God, was ſo unlike ours, and 
ſo far beyond whit is to be found in our fuint 1ppearances for him, as 
the one keeps no proportion with the other; that there ſhould be o 
remarkable a difference, betwixt kis bearing witnefs to, and teſtifying 
his complacency in what they did, and what we do: if there be, for the 
moſt part, forme proportion, betwixt the diſpenſation of God, and the 


diſpofition of men; what wonder, that he who admitted them to the 


neareſt farpillarity with himſelf, deal thus with us, and fo let us know 


bur breach of promiſe? Navy, if there be any thing ſtrange, and to be 


wondered at in this, it is rather, that kc hath not been more terrible to 
us, by writing his Hſpleaſure againſt our Jukewarmanels in greater cha- 
fers, than tet we have not been more indulgently dealt with. It is 
exceeding]y of our concernments, to lay this to heart, and ſeriouſſy 
contider, wither this be not the very thing that makes him keep a 


diſtance fron I ſuppoſe upon a very overly ſearch, and ſurvey o“ 


bur Way, it 4) be found, that by our unworthy carriage in his matters, 
We have rewarded this evil to our own fouls : our ſuffering (if it de- 


terve that name) is with leſs ediſication and advantage to the church, 
\ R : , . * 2 8 . 8 5 
and leis comfort to our owa ſouls ; becauſe if our teftimony be weighed 


the balance of the fanQuary, it will be found light, and to want ma 
ay pounds, not only of what it ought to have, but what theirs ha 
whole work was found perfect before God, But if we be really de 
17015, to be dealt with as they were (and what is 10 deſireable, next tc 
eaten, and the coming of the kingdom of the Son of God upon th. 
rarth) let us endeavour to carry as they did: were they not men of the 
xc palhons and infirmities with us? Why then ſhould not we aim, tc 
e men of the like faithfulneſs and zeal with them: then is it, that we 


uy hope to have tweet and halcyon days in his ſervice; ſach as wil]! 


make us the envy of our enemies, a comfort to our friends, and an or- 
Hauen to our profeſſion: hereby ſhall a good report be brought up u. 
bon the ways of God, and we fthall be living witnefles, that godlinef: 
VI al! diſadvantages, and when accompanied with the fiery trial, is 
great gain, and hath its hundred fold in this life, even with periecution 
Let us {tudy to be like them in going about our Maſter's work, an 
Wm we have rational ground to hope, that he who ſhewed by his des 

ng with the cloud of witneſſes that went before us (and do ſtill con 
dels us about, and call to follow on) that he was not unrighteous, 
tolget their zeal in doing, heir patience in ſufering, their work ang 
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labour of love; will alſo remember us, with the favour that he bore 
theſe who went before us: then may we expect that he will * vis 
ſouls in ſecret, when we-have faithfully acquit ourſelves for him in pu. 
blic, go your way now, and eat your bread, though it be brown, with 
Joy, and drink your drink, though it be not wine, with a merry heart: 
tor | have accepted your works, and theſe are come up in remembrance 
with me. O but one of theſe hours, which Mr. Rutherfoord had in 
God's company, were worth many years ſuffering, and ſweating in the 
heat of the day ! 1 know the Prelates and their party, will think them- 
ſelves at a loſs, to hear of it, or have it ſaid, that God did admit to ſuch 
familiarity with himſelf, his faithful witneſs againſt the wickedneſs of 
their way (I grant indeed, it is a ſpecial prejudice to them; for though 
it be ſtrange, yet they who perſecute his favourites and followers, would 
even be thought to do God good ſervice) but left I ſhould ſeem to ſay 
_ that there was ſome ſingularity in God's dealing with him (Which! 
know would grate the ear of ſome of them, who pretend to be chief a- 
mongſt the reſt, that had a particular ſpleen againſt this eminent ſervant 
of Jeſus Chriſt, I need not trouble the world in telling them who he is 
that being no ſecret, though I know not whether he would bluſh to 
have it ſaid, he hated and perſecuted a man, ſo greatly beloved of God 
and dear to all his people, or if he would not rather boaſt of it; I owe 
him the charity that the latter of the two will be his choice, and that 
tor fear of being charmed he will ſtop his ear from hearing that, ///hy 
e thou me! and will eſſay to juſtify himſelf, and ſatisfy others 
y 1zying (according to his accuſtomed candor and cles? this he 
was a ring-leader amongſt the phanatics : it will ſound harſh alſo] 
know, in the ears of them, who, in joining with him, have ſerved them- 
ſelves heirs, to theſe, who went before them, in perſecuting him, and 
ſuch faithful men as he was: for as they have come in their places, ſo 
they perſiſt in their practices, only with this diſſerence, that in making 
havock of the church of God, they out- do all that ever made apoſtaſ 
to that way and run at that rate, in endeavouring the ruin of the — 
of reformation, as if they were afraid to be out- run by any who ſhould 
come after them, or have it ſaid, that there had ever been men, who 
with more malice did perſecure, and ſtretch forth their hands, not a- 
gainſt certain of the diſciples, but againſt the whole church of God, 
Reader, pardon I pray thee, that I now and then digreſs in a parenthe. 
ſis, while theſe wife men come in my way, for thou knoweſt very wel 
according to the proverb, that the devil ſhould have his due, and! de- 
ſire to do them juſtice, and here I cloſe it, if they ſhould take it ill, I fay 
to have ſo much ſaid to the advantage of this worthy man, If it wil 
be acceptable to them to hear it, I have a mind to gratify them ſo far, 
as toffay, that Mr, Rutherfoord was not alone in this, as his practice in 
that oppoſition was not peculiar to himſelf (for he but walked in the 
way of them who left him an example, to continue with Chrift in his 
temptations) ſo, his privileges were not ſo peculiar to himſelf, that he 
had none to {hare with him: and therefore I ſay (if they can reap any 
ſatisfaction by having it ſaid, or if they have a mind ſtill to quarrel, ſee 
if there be any of them in caſe to convince me of a falſhood) that God 
made it known, not only to themſc!ves, but to the world, how highly 
he eſteemed the fidelity of others alſo before him, who were his conitant 


Vitneſſes againſt introducing and eſtabliſhing of prelacy in Scotland, he 


not only made themfelves find what favourites they were, by putting 
them (if I may ſay - upon his ſecrets: (for Mr. Davidſon, MI. 
Welch, Mr. Bruce, and many others of the valiant ſoldiers of Chriſt, 


and worthy witnefles in their time, were known to have been progeny | 
| : 5 e Wlie 
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which | couid evince by many particular paſſages, but they deſerve a 
more honourable mention, and it may be tome will undertake it, than 
to be ſhut up within the limits of a parentheſis) particularly removed 
Mr. Welch, who at home, and abroad in France, was taken notice of, 
2s an extraordinary Man, as a ſervant from whom his Maſter did not 
conceal what he was about to do: not one word hath fallen to the 
ground, of all that which by that ſeer was foretold, concerning the 
troubles of Scotland ; hath not the ſword of ſtrangers, according to his 
prediction, been made drunk with the blood of the ſlain ? Is not Chriſt 
crucified this day in Scotland, which he foreſaw would follow ? Yea, 
and buried too; and for fear that he ſhould riſe again, there is by the pro- 
curement of the chief prieſts, a watch ſet, the great ſtone rolled to the 
mouth of the ſepulchre is ſealed, and all made as ſure as they can: be- 
eauſe if he riſe upon them again, this laſt error will prove worſe than the 
firſt by far: the Lord, I fay, hath fulfilled in every circumſtance the 
word of his ſervant hitherto ; only the laſt part of it is not yet accom - 
plihed, wherein he foretelleth of the glorious reſurrection of Chriſt 
crucified and buried in Scotland; but the exact accompliſhment of the 
former, puts us in expectation of the latter, notwithſtanding that the 
great ſtone of an act Reciſſory, and many ſubſequent acts ſuitable to 
that ſad one, is rolled to the mouth of the ſepulchre, and notwithſtand- 
ing that the prieſts (the prelates I ſhould ſay) have by their importuni- 
ty, procured an order from the magiſtrate to make it as ſure as they 
can, and being now clothed with the formality of that law whereby he 
was crucified (for alas! we have a law now, by which law he muſt die!) 
they are molt diligent in ſetting their watches and making all faſt : this 
is the thing, I ſay, that his ſad-hearted diſciples are in expectation of; 
notwithſtanding of all the endeavours of his enemies to the contrary, 
and then prelacy in Scotland will breathe out its life and laſt together: 
for between Chriſt's riſing and reigning, and their falling, there hath e- 
ver been ſeen amongſt us, a certain connection: and truly for as great 
an enemy as they may think me, I would make a very friendly overture 
unto them 1 grant I come to counſel uncalled, and I hope alſo, that 
my ſoul ſhall never enter into their ſecrers) and this is the advice have 
to give them, that they would even look ſo far before their noſe, as to 
make their teſtament, ſo long as they are in caſe to go to kirk and mar- 
ket; but J fear J loſe my labour; for ere ever Judas will part with his 
pieces, he is in the next door to hang himſelf, and who can help it, God 
not _y dealt with them, I ſay, as to put them upon his ſecrets, but he 
eir very enemies take notice of them oftentimes, as men that 
had been with Jeſus. Hath it not been a heart-ſtaying, and hand- 
ſtrengthening remark amongſt the ſervants and people of God in our 


native land, eſpecially in a declining time, that God did ſingularly ſhine 


from heaven upon, and ſhew his fatisfaction in the way, and towards 
the perſons of thoſe of his ſervants, who ſtood firm in their oppoſition. 
to prelacy; and that he did as ſignally, one way or other, either ſooner 
or later, give ſigniſications of his diſſike of the way and perſons of them 
who turned aſide to theſe crooked courſes ? And was it ever more vi- 
ſible (as to the latter part) than at this day? It may be that they will 
think it ſufhcient to convince me of a he, that their greatneſs and gran- 
deur is ſuch, as if they had monopolized to themſelves all the riches 
and honour of the nation; but if they will have patience to hear me to 
Amen, I may pothbly convince them of a truth that they are not willing 
to hear; for I only grant, that they have forgotten their Maſter's di- 
rections, inhibiting them, to lift up themſelves above their brethren, 
but I will grant them this alſo (for they muſt have much given — 
4 | | | that 
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chat they have carried away the primacy; and precedency from the gg. 
bility, on whoſe necks they now trample ; but when all this is granted 
them, yet they have not convinced me of telling an yntruth : they muſ 
Have leave to put out mine and other mens eyes beſides, (which we are 
not willing to give them: though if amy man would gratify his grace, 
and their lordſhips, he muſt part with theſe in the firſt place; for an 
mplicite faith is the baſis and foundation of their kingdom of darkneſs, 
without which it would fall about their ears, and but overwhelm them 
a the rubbiſh, and that would be very ſad to them, for 1 ſuſpect they 
have no great mind to die) before this come ſo much as under debate, 
almoſt with indifferent men; whether God be angry at their way; his 
very giving of them up, to perſecute his people and ſervants, ſays no- 


hing, if it ſay not this; that Whatever be their outward proſperity, 


ne bath claſſed them with Pharaoh, in pouring out his plagues upon 
their heart: is not this ſeen, that ſo ſoon as a man becomes ſerious in 
ſeeking of God, he becomes the butt of their malice, and the mark a- 
gainſt which they bend their bow, and ſhoot the arrows of their indig- 
gation? And ſo ſoon as any begins to mind ſeriouſly the concernments 
of his foul, then, ine monitore, he falls in a diſlike with them, and their 
way : I do not ſay, that all who hate the prelates are ſaints; for there 
is ſufficient in their way to make them odious to others; but is not this 
known, that theſe who once begin to ſet their face towards God, turn 
heir back upon them? I am ſure this obſervation does ſeldom fail, or 
gan be proved falſe in our native land: and then on the other hand, 
unce theſe men were exalted, do not the wicked walk on every ſide? Is 
there not a profane ſpirit (the conſtant attendant ot epiſcopacy in Scot- 
and) broken looſe in the land? Is there not ſuch a flood of impiety run- 
ung through the land, that carries moſt men down the current, as hath 
urdly been ſeen? Hath not this leproſy ſpread itſelf over the whole 
and? So that we are an abomination, and talk to all about us: and if 
ny would endeavour to accompliſh a diligent ſearch, to find out the 
untain that caſts forth this mire and dirt, to the deſiling of the land, 
«ad detacing of congregations, he would, it may be, find it where it 


ought leaſt to be expected: theſe ſtreams of impiety and impurity run 


rom the ſanctuary; hepce is it, that profamty goes forth through the 
«whole land: and can it be otherwiſe, when ſo many faithful miniſters 
-re driven away, and men put in their places to handle the law, of molt 
of whom without breach of charity, it may be ſaid, that they know not 


Cod, and care not for the ſouls of his people: it is under the ſhadow of 


nis plant (which becauſe it is not of our heaventy Father's planting, 
we hve under the expectation, and, though our eyes ſhould be ſhut be- 
ore we fee it, we hope to die in the faith of its being pluckt up) that 
theſe weeds have grown up, ſo that alas! the vineyard of the Lord of 
':ofts is now no more like his incloſure, it bringeth forth briers and 
borns inſtead of good fruit: he planted the church of Scotland a noble 
nc, wholly a right ſeed, but fince it became a ſeminary for prelates, 

:|,2 converſation of the generality proclaims this, that we are turned in- 
the degenerate plant of a ſtrange vine unto him: this is the prelatt» 
- -. reformation, which is ſuitable to itſelf all along; for having purged 
t of the church the faithful miniſters of Chriſt (and the few who are 


.-£ remaining, being in expectation of the ſame lot) what can follow a- 


ogg the people; but, that the land ſhould be drowned with a deluge 

- profanity? And are we not for the moſt part (oh if with a ſuitable 
1:zafure of ſorrow 1 could make mention of it) as the children of the 
+.thiopians to him? Are not our ſpots unlike the ſpots of his people! 
his Oobferration, I fay, as it was à very heart-ttaying confderarien , 
: e ore 
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hintern umes, and was inſtecd of many arguments amongſt them who 
were no great diſputants : ſo I hope, (ſince it was never more evident) 
+ will ſtill prove a heart-eſtabliſhing conſideration in the faith once de- 
tvered to the ſaints. | | | 

Reader how deſirous foever thou mayſt be, to have dead Mr. Ru- 


therfoord live in the hearts of the preſent and ſucceeding generations, 


by an account of his fingular gracious life, and anſwerably glorious 
Death: yet, I ſhall not (for that would lead me a length beyond the 
juſt limits of an epiſtle, where, contrary to my purpoſe, I find myſelf 
almoſt arrived already) be able to fatisfy thy deſire, nor anſwer thy ex- 
peckation. It's not my prefent work to tel} thee, that he was a gentle- 
man by Extraction. That he was educated at ſchools and colleges, 
where he was admitted for the pregnancy of his parts, and deſervedly 
looked upon, even then as a perfon of whom great things might be ex- 

:&ed: of his being pitched upon for aprofeſkon of philoſophyby the col- 
Lie of Edinburgh (where he was educate) when he was yet very young. 
ok his being called thence to the Miniſtry in Anwoth (to which charge 
he entered, by the means of that worthy nobleman my Lord Renmure, 
without giving any erigagement to the Biſhop”) where he laboured night 
and day with great ſuccefs, the whole country being to him, and ac- 
counting themſelves, as his particular flock : There it was, where 
he wrote that great Maſter piece of learning againſt the Arminians 
(which yet was but a compend of what he then intended,) his Excr- 


citatiznes Apologetica « Of his perſecution by the Prelates, who were 


ſo ſound in the faith, as to challenge and accuſe him for writing that 
book, Being called before their high commiſſion court, he appeared 
and declined it, as none of the courts of Chriſt (nor was there need of 
uy thing elſe for a confirmation, that it came not from on high, but from 
e 
upon them: if they will plead that it is from above, they will be puz- 
Ned to pitch upon à period, or fix upon any other time when it came 
down, except with the fallen Angels; bur it may be, this pleaſes ſuch 
Angels of the church (fo they will be called) for they boaſt much of 
antiquity : and truly that which gives ground for this, conjecture, 
that it came down from heaven in that company, is chat, it perſecutes 
the ſaints and ſervants of the Moſt High; and if there were none ſuch 
upon earth, it would have no work) and was by this mgh commiſhon 


put from his miniſtry, and fent to Aberdeen, where the dottors found 


to their confufion, that the puritans were clergy-men as welt as they, 
en his returning to his former charge, upon that happy change of affairs 
in the year 2638. and his being ihortly after ſent to the profeſhon of 


Theology in the Univerſity of St. Andrews by the General Aſſembly 


(where ke was alto called to be worthy Mr. Blairs Colleague in the mi- 


of al 
profanity in converfation among the ſtudents: where God did ſo ſingu- 
larly fecond his ſervants indefatigable pains, both in teaching in the 


ſchools, and preaching in the congregation, that it Decame forth with * 


a Lebanon, out of which were taken cedars for building the houſe of 
the Lord through the whole land: not a few of whom are this day, 
amongſt thoſe, who have obtained mercy of the Lord, to be his faith - 
ul witneſles, againſt Scotland's preſent thameful and unparalleled de- 
tection ; of his being fent with other worthy miniſters, by the general 
aſembly, to the famous ſynod at London; where, during the time 


ot his abode, he publiſhed ſeveral pieces: In a word, of his unparal- 


led paintulneſs, and holy zeal in being about his maſter's buſineſs; 


1 


J 


owſave its procedure; for its Acts had the very dy and viſage of hell 


N which bei; the ſeat of the arch pretate, was the wy nurſery. 
ſuperſtition in worſhip, and error in doctrine, and theſink of all 
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that he ſeemed to pray conſtantly, to preach conſtantly, to cαů 15 
:aaſtantiy, to be ſtill in vitung the lick, in exhorting from dub 4, 
&cuſe, to teach as much in the ſchools and ſpend as much time with 
young men, as if he had been ſequeſtrate from all the world beſides : 
2 J withal, to write as much, as if he had been conſtantly ſhut up in 
his cloſer, (ſufficient proof whereof hath been given to the world, by 
he many pieces he hath publiſhed : but the great bulk of manuſcripts 
ich he hath left behind him, and muſt lie buried with himſelf, will 
dor this further out of doubt) ſo that one Mr. Rutherfoord ſeemed 
be many able godly men in one, or one who was furniſhed with the 
ace and abilities of many. It is not, I ſay, my preſent parpole, to 
vive any particular account to the world of theſe; or of the many 
things he had to wreſtle with, eſpecially towards the end of his days, 


d of his edifying death; that may be done hereafter by a more dex- 
dus hand, and ſkilful pen, with much advantage and edification to 


e church of God: only I may ſay, if among the heathens, Hercules 
„as looked upon, as fo far both above the applauſe of any, who un- 
:{:rtook to commend him, and beyond the reach of the obloquie and 
--proach of any who had fo fallen out with his wits, as to derogate from 
worth; that it was a problem amongſt them, whither he who un- 


* 


took to praiſe him, or he who vented any thing to his prejudice, did 


-2mmit the greateſt So/zci/m (tho' it was Belluima gloria whereof he 


ald boaſt) I ſuppoſe with more reaſon, among them who know better 

to make the true parallel betwixt things that differ, and are more ſit to 
judge of that, which is of true worth, and great price in the ſight of God, l 
(ould ſeem more ridiculous to ſay much to the advantage of the author, 
Hoſe praiſe (without the help of my blunt pA) is in all the churches 
© Chriſt ; whoſe manner of life, in all godlinefs and holy converſati- 
I, rendered him dear to the lovers of holineſs, and who hath left his 
ne for a bleſſing to the choſen of God: he was a true John the Bap- 
indeed, totus, vox, a voice In habit, geſture, and converſation : in 
word, in his life, and at his death, he obtained that mercy of the 
ard, even when he ſaid nothing, to preach to all who beheld his con- 
v:rfation (which was obſerved to be in heaven, while he converſed 
amongſt men) that there was nothing good, but to draw near to God: 
id now being got up above, amongſt thoſe pages of honour, who 
ait upon the king's own perſon, and having taken up his place amongſt 
che ſpirits of juſt men made perfect (after which this ſaint often panted, 
id for which he prayed night and day) he doth by theſe Epiſtles, 
- 4-hich he hath left behind him — thou wilt perceive how his 

Zul was drawn forth in inceſſant Jongings after that whereof he is now 
z oſſeſſed) cry aloud to you his compamons, the ſaints that are in the 
«/orld, to come up hither and ſee, that which cannot be ſeen while ye 
de there ; that which is only worth the ſeeing ; that, which if it were 
dlc, would make you quarrel with death for delaying to ſhut your 
es upon other objects: leave the dark world, doth he tay, and come 
\> hither to this bleſſed land of light, where all our childiſh thoughts 
God are gone, and evaniſhed in this noon-day-viſion, where the 
::1derſtanding is fully illuminate, and there is no cloud to benight or 
--:lipſe the ſoul in its uptakings of God, where the will hath a thorough 
ompliance with, and a perfect complacency in the will of God, where 


:he affections do eternally run in a ſtraight line towards him, and are 
tor ever put beyond hazard of diverting towards any other thing, or of 


»cing enamoured with any other object, Though I have no purpole 
c inſiſt on the particulars of his life, or death, I ſay, yet before I cloſe 


his ſection, there are two things which I cannot, J ought not, for 1 
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the halte, to conceal or let paſs without a remark, becauſe one was 
lboked pon by many, as 4 thing vel v obſervable, and the other, wil) 
i know. be taken notice of, and welcomed by al! the people of God: 
the firſt relates to the time when this faithful labourer was removed to 
his reſt, which was the night following that dark, and diſmal day, 
wherein the Act Reciflory was paſt, the Lord thereby ſhewing a ſpecial _ 
piece of indulgence to his ſervant, in not adding grief to his ſorrow, 
but hiding it from theſe eyes, which had accuſtomed themſelves to 
trickle down without intermiſſion, both for what he ſaw, and what ii 
he foreſaw : ſince the parliament of Scotland, ſo ſolemnly engaged to | j TIL 
God, would at once burſt all theſe bonds, and caſt away theſe cords. ee 
from them, which were neither our bondage nor our burden, but the 
badge of that glorious liberty, whereinto with a ſtrong hand, he had j 
W rindicate us: and upon the matter, they would needs ſay to the God | 4 
= whole ſworn ſubjects and ſervants they were, be gone from us; be 40 
vould not let his faithful ſervant (whoſe zeal to the work of God was | 
ſuch, that if the report of this ſhameful revolt had not killed him 
the firſt hearing outright; yet it alone, without any other ſickneſs, 
yould have been more than enough, to have brought down his head 
with forrow to the grave) ſee another ſun ariſe upon that land, out of 
which the ſun of righteouſs was baniſhed by a law : and alas ! Who 
who would defire to dwell where Chriſt may not reſide with freedom, 
honour, and ſaftey? Who, that prefers per mon to their chief joy, 
would love to out-live the departing of the glory? might not Jeſus 
Chriſt have ſaid to our Parliament, for which of my good deeds is it, 
that ye ſtone me? Have I been a wilderneſs or land of drought unto 
you? Were ye not honourable and renowned amongſt the churches 
abroad, after ye became precious in my light ? Did'I not make your 
adverſaries ſenſible, that he who touched you, touched the apple of 
MW nine eye, ſo long as ye were ſtedfaſt in my covenant ?. And even after 
vs had left your firſt Iove, and declined from the integrity of your e- 
ſpouſals, I only viſited this tranſgreſhon with the rod, and this ini qui 
ty with ſtripes; neverthelets, my loving-kindneſs did I not utterly tak 
from you, nor ſuffered I my faithfulneſs to fail: tho' I puniſhed you 
sa nation, I dwelt amongit you as a church; and I did not remov« 
MW your teachers into corners, but your eyes did fee theſe, and ye did 
MW it!!! hear the joyful ſound ; and, as if all that had been too little, i 
gave you the deſire of your heart, reſtored you to your civil liberties, 
which ye had finned away, and ſet you down in a free parliament : 
and do ye thus requite me? What, is this my entertainment, where 
IM | vas once crowned and eryed up fora King? What a ſtrange and a- 
ſtoniſhing Change is this, that the very perſons who {wore unto me the 
Oath of Allegiance, and did ſing in my company, ſpreading their gar- 
ments in the way with ſhouting, are now crying, Crucity him, cru- 
eify him? Shall I not have whereupon ta lay my head, except it be on 
a cold ſtone in a priſon, amongſt a people, who after a moſt ſojem:i 
manner, had given themſelves away unto me? Can theſe be the 
very men, who with hands lifted up to heaven, did ſo often, and 10 
A folemnly ſwear, before my Father, and before his holy angels, and i: 
be fight of all the nations, that they would be mine: and that I ſhould 
bave their lives and fortunes at my diſpoſal ? Is it poſſible that theſe 
nue the men, who carried, as they would have pluckt out gheir ver: 
eyes, and given them unto me, who now plait a crown of thorns and 
Put it upon my head? Is this the nation and parliament, who {wors 
that they would ſerve the Lord their God, end that according to the 
pattern ſhewed them in the mount, and bound their ſoul to-his obedi- 
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ence by an oath, and as they ſhould anſwer to him, or expect à com. | 


' fortable appearance before the Judge of quick and dead? Are they 
(might he lay) the very ſame perſons, or isit another generation, who 
have not heard of that ſolemn tranſaction betwixt me and the nation. 

who have uſed me worſe than the very Gadarenes ? tho' theſe were 
void of religion, yet they had fo much civility, as to compliment me ous 

of their coaſts, and pray me to be gone, without committing any o- 
ther act of hoſtility againſt me, or beating me out of their borders 

with tuck of drum; but now, ſhall it be by a law, ſedition, and treaſon. 

to aſſert an obligation to me, from. all theſe oaths? Shall it be a note 
of incapacity for any place of truſt in church or ſtate, to ſay, That the 
Tand is under the oath of God, and that no power on earth can looſe 
themſclves, or make void that obligation as to others; nay, that the 
formal abjuring of theſe engagements to me, ſhall be, if not the unu; 
rece//arium, yet the fine quo non, to quality a man for any public em- 
ployment : Ah! Scotland, by dealing thus with thy covenanted God, 
what haſt thou done ? may not God, who was thy own God, expoſtu- 
late with thee, as he did with that people, Jer. ii. 10, 11, 12. Go 2. 
broad amongſt the nations, turn over all hiftory, ſacred and profane, 
call for the records of the nations, and ſee, if in theſe thou canſt find 
any who have dealt with their. gods as thou haſt done ? A precedent 
thou mayeſt poſhbly find ; but a parallel in every reſpect thou canſt not: 
thou art ſingular, and by thy ſelf, in commiting theſe two evils (but 
much two, as are comprehehſive of all others; ſuch two, as a third is 
not poſſible) departing from the living God, and digging to thy ſelf 
Hroken ciſterns that can hold no water : thou wilt find what folly is in 
this (I wiſh it be not too late) to pain hy ſelf in digging an empty ci- 
ſtern, and in forſaking the fountain of all conſolation, and that a bro- 
ken one too: as it hath nothing in it, fo it can hold nothing if it had 
it: is not this-to commit two ſuch evils as make a ſoul or nation truly 

miſerable ? And yet this haſt thou done: O! may not the heavens be 
aſtoniſhed and horribly afraid at this requital we have gwen unto Jeſus. 

_ Chriſt? Vea, we were ſo bent to backſliding, and ſo haſty and head- 

ſtrong in departing from him; that we ſeemed to have loſt, together 
with our loyalty to the Son of God, all reſpect to our own reputation 

(as it often falls out, that men. loſe the better part of their reaſon, to- 

gether with. their religion: he who lets go the one, does ſeldom re- 
tain the other) for by that very vote (never to be mentioned, without 

tears and ee whereby Chriſt was robbed of his prerogative, 
they did, beſides their deſign, diveſt themſelves of their own. privi- 

Tedges, and while they un-king him, whom God hath made King in 

Zion, (or do that which he will account ſo) they un- parliament them- 

ſelves (dirum omen to them, and it may be a token for good to the 

nation) I nothing doubt, but ſome the moſt ſagacious amongſt them 
ſaw this then (tho? the generality, without confidering either the ditch 

_ they were digging for themſelves, by what they did, or the danger 

that would follow upon their falling into it, ſuffered themſelves to be 

carried down with the current, and did run as they were driven) or 
they have had time enough ſince, to think, in what capacity they could 
fit, and act, after that vote; for all laws being then repealed, which 

dlid exauctorate the Prelates, and incapacitate them for fitting, as one 

of the eſtates in parliament, and theſe laws then, only being in force, 

Which made them an integral and eſſential part of the high court of 

Parliament, the third eſtate was wanting, while they were away; 

without which the other two were not in capacity to act as a Parlia- 

Went; and if ſo they may at their own leifure conſider, whether the 

| | | 1 precl- 


Pry 5 * - ” 
SRO" * v 200 WET = a 4 
FFG 

* n 3 3 « 
: 


men 2 ͤ ³·¹A ot ar en" — au © ca e 
er ta fs OE 9 an; 2 


8 


. t. * rr n 
3 N Ih 3 2 os 8 
8 W » . n 


F 


3 


Mr 9p = "2 2 
9 


N 
1 
3 


e 
2 


. — 8 1 ied — 
* *% * N 2 YRS "IP" XI 2 98 


P 


5 
$2 
F 


precio 
that 1 
well - 
were: 
would 
any, t. 
accuſe 
than t 
thou 7 
and af 
beauti! 
overtu 
ground 
under 
done t 
come, 


who h; 


that re 
and far 
to acc 
who ta 
have a 
row of 
laſt let 
ſecrets 
: let 
ſong o 
mourn 
Lord 
anteda 
ſelves 1 
ſee in 

words, 
laſt of 


cloſe o 


r ; 7 
GR. 7 = * PB e. by 2 


5 Ld . 1 Prone LADS e RE . n 
r 8 He LIES ur EY OW 22 N ING: 


46 


„ 
N 


ee e 
— * 2 SY þ Wd * x n 8 * 


Pc 
e 2 22 "ORR? 


precious blood that they did ſhed after that vote, before the cloſe of 
that ſeſſion, may not be required at their hands; as they would do 


well to think what they would anſwer before men, if the queſtion 


were aſked, Quo warranto, did you ſhed this blood ? It may be, they 
would find themſelves further to ſeek, as to what to ſay for ſatisfying 
any, they found theſe worthies in anſwering all the accuſations of their 
accuſers : but what ſhall I ſay? It were more fit, to weep over this, 
than to write it, and to cry unto him, againſt whom this is done, I. 
thou refrain thyſelf for theſe things, O Lord? Wilt thon hold thy peace 
and aflidt us very ſore? Alas! we made ſuch haſte, to pull down that 
beautiful houſe, wherein we and our fathers had praiſed him, and ts 
crerturn the very foundations of the dwelling-place of his Name to ihe 
ground, that in our precipitation to raze it, we have buried ourſelves 
under the rubbiſh ; for they are blind who do not ſee the men who have 
done this, fnared 1n the work of their own hands : and this till more 
come, ſhould make the people of God ſing a Haggaion Selah, O it al) 


who have had a hand in it, would in time bethink themſelves ! Sure, in 


that reflection, if they were ſerious, they would ſmite on their thigh, 
and ſay, Alas! what have abe done? The ſecond thing that I have 
to acquaint thee with, and wherein 1 know (if thou be one of then, 
who take pleaſure in the duſt of Zion's demoliſhed walls) thou u. 
have a ſpecial complacency, is, that as his ſervant did with much ſor - 


row of ſoul foreſee, Scotland's ſhameful revolt, which is plain by the 


laſt letter in this book, ſo his Lord and Maſter, put him ſo far on h. 
ſecrets, as to let him ſee a delivery to the church on the other fide of 
x: let us have but patience, there is a P/audits for the ſaints, and 
ſong of praiſe for the Moft High, after this ſtorm is over and ende“ 


mourn we may and ought; but let us mourn in hope; for he is the 


Lord Jehovah, who will haſten it in his time: which as it cannot be 


antedated by us, ſo ſhall] it not lie in the power of all that oppoſe them- 
ſelves to po pom it: and to that purpoſe, beſides what thou may «!} 
ke in the laſt letter of this book, I ſhall ſet down ſome of his own 
words, without either comment, alteration, or addition, Upon he 


haſt of February 1651, which was about a month before he died, at h 


cloſe of a large teſtimony, he gave to the work of Reformation: thei: 
were his words (after he had been ſpeaking of ſuffering for Christ, 


* Bleſſed Soul, ſaid he, who loves not his life to death; for on ſuch 


reſts the ſpirit of glory and of God, 1 Pet, iv. 14. But we canr 0! 
* ſay, but this is a day of darkneſs, and a day of blaſphemy, and re- 
* buke : the Lord hath covered himſelf with a cloud in his anger : 
" we looked for peace, but behold evil: our ſouls rejoiced when his 
* majeſty did ſwear the covenant of God, and put thereto his ſeal and 


* ſubſcription, and after confirmed it by his royal promiſe, ſo, that 


: the ſubjeéts mind bleſſed the Lord, and reſted, upon the healing 
g word of a prince; but now, alas! the contrary is enacted by law, 
dhe carved work broken down, ordinances defaced, ſo that we arc 
brought to the former bondage, and chaos of prelatical confuſions, 
„ and Anarchy; and the royal prerogative due to Chriſt, pulled ff 
: his head: we have ſeen days of ſorrow, and have juft cauſe to fear 
. we be made to read, and eat that book, wherein is written, Lame n. 
„tation, and mourning, and wo; but we are to believe, that Chr ft 
; will not io depart from the land, but a remnant ſhall be faved, an 
T he ſhal] reign a victorious conquering King to the ends of the cart! 
„ ©. that there were nations, kindreds, tongues, and all the peop.- 
4 of Chriſt's habitable world, encompaſſing his throne with cryes an! 


Tears, for the Spirit of ſupplication, promiſed to be poured upon the 
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inhabitants of Judah, for that effect. Thus he cloſed his teſtimo- 
ny : I ſhall only add another paſſage to this purpoſe : about two hours 
and an half before he was removed: amongſt other things he ſpake, 
which did reliſh of heaven, and refreſhed the ſouls of all that heard them, 
he had this expreſſion: I do no ways doubt of it, but Chriſt will ariſe 
andrwound his enemies in their loins : this was only taken, but the ob- 
ſerver faith, he had many to the ſame purpoſe. Now this was that | 
very night, wherein the Act Reciſſory was paſt: as if God who had ta- 
hen notice of ſuch an high affront done to him, would let his dying ſer- 
vant know, to the end he might communicate it to others, that he would 
not only repeal that act, but that he would reſcind the reſcinders: | 
wound in the loins, when the blow is given by the hand of him who is 
God Almighty, muſt prove mortal; if he wound them there, they muſt | 
fall, though they were ſtronger than lions; for who may /tand before} 
him, when once he is angry? The men of might will not find their 
hands, when the party they engage with, is the omnipotent God: when! 
men are become ſo high, that they are too hard a party for any on earth 
to deal with, if their way be contrary to him, then they fall directly in“ 
his hand, to deal with them; and it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God, He is ſuch a party, as thou canſt neither fight 
nor flee : Oh Scotland! Scotland! if thou wouldſt yet think on thy way, 
and remember this, before he come to enter the liſts with thee, Who 
quickly puts his enemies out of a poſture of defence! O, if thou would F 
yet kneel before him, whom God hath made King in Zion, and kiſs the | 
Son, left he be angry! For if he be angry, thou muſt periſh, and there 
is no way to prevent this, but to remember from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the firſt works,  _ | get 2 
As for the letters themſelves, I ſhall not offer to commend them, they 
had letters of recommendation deeply engraven on the hearts of all | 
who have ſeen them, and can ſavour the things that are of God; 10. 


. 


they had, I ſay, amongſt them who have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſ- 
cern good and evil, long before they were made thus puolic in the 
world; ſo they need not my commendation, nor will the detraction of F 
any, who have a mind for that, blaſt their repute; as they are above 
the one, ſo they deſpiſe the other; but ſure I am, this may be ſaid, if F 


thou haſt any acquaintance with the ſweet breathings of the Spirit of 


what ſoul-anguiſh doth follow upon the hiding of his face from a perſon, | 
who hath placed his ſatisfaction ſo entirely in the light of his counte- 


God, if thou haſt ever ſeen by taſting how good he is, or haſt found ü 
nance lifted up upon the ſoul, that the man cannot enjoy himſelf, when 


he doth not enjoy him, but carries as one deprived of al! that, which Þ 
made life more deſireable than death; if thou be ſuch, I ſav, then thou Þ 


wilt find ſomewhat here to take thee : here thou wilt perceive both 


theſe conditions ſer before thine eye, and exemplified in an eminent! 
ſaint : thou wilt both find what a heaven the ſaints have, or is to be 


had in this fide of glory; and how, as a ſenſible preſence makes them 


forget all their ſorrows, ſo, a felt abſence doth imbirter all their other q 


enjoyments, 


In general I may ſay this of theſe epiſtles (and it may be after thou 
haſt peruſed them, thou wilt ſeal it) that thou haſt many volumes wrapt Þ 
up together in a few words, a great ſoul ſhut up in a little body, much 
of the marrow of real religion, incloſed in every line: if thou be only Þ 
taken and delighted with obſtruſe and high-flown notions, which have Þ 
not a native connection with inflaming the heart with love to God; but 

are rather the ignis fatuus of the age, being for the moſt part, ſmoke Þ 
tor light, or at beſt, a dim flaſh, riſing out of the darkened underſtand- 
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Wl of mer, whoſe light, till they be illuminate from above, as it ariſes 
WW (it of a dirk dungeon, ſo, it gas to deftruttion ; and inſtead of di- 
fecting the man who tollows it, to a place of reſt, it leads him to 
the pit. and leaves him there o perih. If thou be taken, I ſay, with 
WH (ach kind of ſtuff, I ſhall not bid thee, but I know thou wilt go elſe- 
„lere but if thou be one, who loves not to feed upon aſhes, and haſt 
ard to fill thy belly with that eaſt-wind, which inſtead of nouriſh- 
nent, yroduceth nothing but much torment in the inward parts, I know 
0a wilt welcome this piece, as that which hath both meat and medi- 


Ida for thy foul in it: here thou wilt meet with one warmed with the 
beo God, ſhining and reflecting heat upon all that are about him, let- 
ins thee know from his own experience, what is to be found in a fel- 
1 owihp with God, and deſirous of nothing ſo much, as that thou and 
„ere may ſhare with him in that ſame love, which is better than life, 
» M 2nd be partakers of that ſame bleſſedneſs, which made him boaſt of God 
al the day, and bleſs himſelf in his afflicted lot: he would have thee 
h ute of that, which made him chcerful under the croſs, and put him in 
n Ml calc, not only to look, but to laugh all his troubles out of countenance: 
e and if tb 24 wilt but converſe with him a little, it may be, thou fird thy 
len in unt 110 "ot 4 
MY cart born within thee while thou talkeſt with this warm ſol, whole 
„Verde ſeem as they drop, to calt fire in the affections, wand {ct the 
0 ? cart in x flame : the author in his other writings (which have always 
d Bl : {pecio! incture of holineſs ; for even in following the moſt obitruſe 
e notion. ond apparently remote from practice, thou wilt ſtill percerre 
e YN bit / ror ſanctitatem, he is much above many men; buc in theſe 


(bow ſoever at the firit Jook they may appear) he is above himſelf, - 
hung 01en, either as a man clevate above the pitch of mortality, and 
caugbt tp already into the choir of angels, or as an angel come down a- 
Ton} men, ſhewing the inhabitants of this lower world, ſomewhat of 
that, which will be ſtill a great ſecret, while we are here, viz. what a 
lie they live, who ſce God as he is, and enjoy him, 

For the ſubject matter thou wilt meet with in theſe epiſtles, I ſhall 
tet hy much; there is a ſweet and pleaſant variety of purpoſe to be 
hong in them, whereof thou canſt only expect a juſt account by a peru- 
ſa) or the hole; but moſtly thou wilt find theſe things inſiſted on, 1. 
Vhat Lig ſpring-tides of joy and conſolation, did fill and overflow the 
{ u] of thi ſufferer, ſo, as ſometimes ye have him expreſſing himſelf as 
pined with aſurcharge of love (O rare and bleſſed diſeaſe !) and having 
nothing elle to ſeek, there are earneſt longings, after a more capacious 
löl, tu contain more of that infinite ocean, which hath neither brim 


x ror 00270112 2 this is the gain of one who can ſuffer the loſs of all things 
u BY for Chrift + this is the cool refreſhing ſhade that they find in the fur- 
tn rice, which not only keeps the fire of affliction from ſcorching them, 


or coniunung them into aſhes; but makes it a more deſireable lot, than 
v1.t ethers account the bett of lives: the ſoul amidſt theſe flames, be- 
ip ad:911t2d to ſuch a nearneſs with God, as cauſeth joy to overflow 
Alits haps, and perfumes the heart with delight, is ſo far from com- 
plaining, vecaule of the fiery trial, that the croſs of Chriſt is more de- 
areadle to it, than a crown: and linceit is there, where next to heaven 


pt BY ts Fcop! e joy moſt of himſelf, it makes them ſing ſweetly amidſt all 
ch BY tlic ourward forrows that befa} them, and puts them in caſe to command 


a contorr of muſic within, while others in their fool's paradiſe, laugh as 


ve BY they lift, ave ſadneſs at their heart, and lind them ſelves pierced through 
ut BY with ma ſorrows. 2 Ye have ſometimes a felt emptineſs (for this 
ke BY full feaſt, is not, or cannot be the ordinary diet, it may well be the ex- 


Iagdinery deſert of the people of God, while they walk by faith, and 
. ; | 5 Dot 
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dot by fight ; the conſtancy of that joy, as well as the fulneſs of it, is 
referved for the chamber of preſence, no ſaint, how eminent ſoever, e- 
ven in ſuffering for Chriſt, can expect, that all tears ſhall be wiped from 
%is eyes, till he come to that land, where all the inhabitants have ever- 
!>fting joy upon their heads, and where he will be put beyond hazard 
of inning, as well as without the reach of . there is ſometimes 
elt emptineſs, I ſay, that caſts into a fever of deſires: that river of 
God that is full of water, which did overflow and refreſh the foul, run- 
ang again into that ſea whence it came; and in this low ebb, ye ſee 
how the patient is pained with abſence, and what a panting there is for 
2 C-nfible preſence; the ſoul as it were is evaporate in ſuch wiſhes as 
1:fe, O! when wilt thou come unto me! Or, O when ſhall I come and 
appear before thee, and be put once for all, and for ever beyond the 
{-:r of the ariſing of any cloud to eclipſe the light of thy countenance! 
7 he foul in this abſence, is ſcorched with the fever and flame of burning 
galires; but to keep it from being burnt up, there is hope, this holds 
the ſoul in life that it expire not; this ſaves from ſwooning, and pre- 
ſerves from finking into deſpondency : and though while hope is defer- 
d, the heart be ſick, yo there is eaſe in this very pain; for an un- 
er ting expectation of a future good, yields a preſent eaſe to the expec- 
kant, and makes the man give himſelf the check thus, Why art thou 
caſt down, O my ſoul ? This ſickneſs was never yet unto death, but 
ever to the glory of God, therefore hope thou in him, for I ſhall yet 
graife him: in a word, that which is principally inſiſted upon, in theſe 
mort ſummaries of a communion with God, is this on the one hand, how 
4 hungry and longing ſoul is filled and feaſted with the conſolations of 
Sed, and when in that poſture, how puzzled and non- plus d, as to what 
tc chink, or ſay of God: it knows not what to do, or how to lay out 
elf for him, the ſatisfaction that it hath in him, and the obligation 
i: ſees itſelf under to him, making it look on every thing it doth for him, 
{ayeth or thinketh of him, with a kind of regrete and holy diſſatisfacti- 
on: it doth not pleaſe itſelf in pleaſing him, and though he accept what 
Hoe offers, yet love deſiderates ſo much in the 2 that it preſents 


with a bluſh: and ſuitable to this amiable and orderly confuſion of 


Jotrit, its greateſt oratory and eloquence, is, a kind of abrupt, conciſe, 
aud broken diſcourſe : it is moſt defirpus to ſpeak, but not knowing 
nat to ſay, which is not unworthy of him, it falls into filent admira- 
won, and yet ſomething it muſt ſay; wherein, though it do not pleaſe 
11ſe]f, yet it makes good ſenſe before him, and is a moſt pleaſant melody 
his ears: it is then, when he ſeems to be ſo taken with that, where- 
i i che ſoul finds ſo many failings and defects, that he ſays, ſpeak on, let me 
ec that bluſhing countenance, let me hear thy voice; for ſweet in thy 
vice, and thy countenance is comely. And truly thou mayeſt perceive 
much of this kind of diſcourſe in theſe epiſtles, whereto the holy writer 
Vas ſo habituate in theſe ſoliloquies with God, which were ordinary to 
him in his retirement, that his pen, and preaching, did ever after keep 
te tincture, and had the rejiſh of that: for while many preached no- 
tions, and ſome ſpake becauſe they believed; he was perceived oft- 
times, not ſo much to ſpeak as believing, as ſceing: his being ſo long 
in the mount with God, made his face to thine ever thereafter in his pu- 
blic appearances : and there was ſome peculiar ſweetneſs in his phraſe 
| {eſpecially in erying up, and commending the love of Chriſt, in menti- 
oning the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, or the glory of the life to come) be- 
nd what was to be found, even with other holy men: neither was it 
amongſt the dry ſchool- men, nor at Ariſtotle's feet (though there were 
% im the age, ſo well acquaint with either) chat he learned this; = 
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jay; fleſh and blood did not, nor could not reveal it unto him, he was a ſtu - 
dent above the clouds; and there it was, where he learned theſe meta- 
phyſics, This, I ſay, is the thing upon the one hand which is inſiſted 
upon, and on the other, thou haſt the ſad condition of a ſoul deprived 


of theſe ſweet enjoyments: he who was juſt now taken into the ban- 


neting-houſe, and had the banner of love for his canopy, hath that 
ficed wine which his ſoul was drinking with dehght ſnatcht out of his 
hand, and fits panting for a drop of the rivers of his pleaſure, wherein not 


long ago he was bathing himſelf : whereupon follows a night of ſorrow 


in the ſoul ; becauſe the ſun that did iMuminate and warm it, with his 
rays, is fet: then, as if the ſou] would break forth at many paſſages to- 
gether, for haſte to be after him, who hath withdrawn himſelf, it runs 
out at the eyes in tears, and at the mouth in complaints, becauſe of his 
abſence; yet faith ſets down the fainter upon the brink of the river, and 
puts him under an arreſt (that he run not away) till the ſea flow again 
and deſire makes him look out with a watery eye as impatient of dela, 
the inward echo of the heart, in the mean time, being ſtill this, Hoa» 
lng wilt thou hide thy face from me? How long? And while he is in 
Jl this poſture, ye would not know him to be the man, that a few minutes 
ace he was, and a few minutes hence he may and will be: and no won 
Leer, ſince that is wanting and away, which was the health of his covur -- 
eenance, that he look pale: as the weeping man's eye, being blinde& 
uit water, cannot take up objects as they are, eſpecially if they be a+ 


ay diſtance; ſo 3 have this holy man in theſe heavy hours, venting 


bis jealouſies, and becauſe of withdrawing, giving way to his forrow : 
dow, as the joy of enjoying God, is by the former, made clear to be of 
al the greateſt (for under theſe full manifeſtations, the foul may be 
"YM tranſported to ſuch an =xtaſy of delight, that for the time, whether in 

the body, or out of the body, the man knows not) fo, the ſorrow for 
being deprived of that, (the giver ſceing it neceſſary, to withhold and 
"JW fuſpend theſe manifeſtations, knowing that heavineſs for a ſeaſon thro? 
manifold temptations, is fit for theſe, who are ſons of conſolation, and 


bo ſhall have a few days hence, an everlaſting year of jubilee) is, of 


al ſorrows, ſeen to be the foreſt and ſharpeſt, This is ſoul-anguiſh, 
ud fo leaſt of any ſupportable : becauſe it makes the very Spirit, which 
if it were found would ſuſtain a man's infirmities, ſink under it: while 
t is thus with him, ye may perceive that his bed cannot comfort him, 
nor his couch eaſe his complaint. And in this Fever, there are ſome 
expreſſions dropped, which after the height is over, he doth retract, 
4 raſh and unadviſed, and upon more mature deliberation, is made to 


body, whereof he 1s Head, hath excellently ordered this matter, that 
they who have the fulleſt feaſts of joy, and are admitted to the near- 
eſt fellowſhip upon the earth, to the end, that pride may be hid from 


hours and hot blinks of a ſenſible preſence, are often followed with a 
llarp ſhower, and à dark night of bitter deſertion : ſo that if poor 
louls in reading theſe, ould begin ro think or lay, Alas ! we are 
ſparingly dealt with, we are great ſtrangers to ſuch a favourite's feaſt: 
let them conſider alſo (beſides that he was an ambaſſador now in bonds, 


> hort of his, and ſo, if they conſider his condition well, they will 
ke, that though he had much, yet he had nothing over; and if the 

ue notice of the mercy that is in their own, they will perceive alſo, 
War though they hape little, yet they have no lack; tor he abounds 
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ay, This was my infirmity : and truly he who intendeth the advan- 
tage of the whole, in his way of dealing with every member of that 


their eyes, have ordinarily the deepeſt down-caſtings ; theſe warm 


ind ſo his maſter allowed liberally upon him) that their ſoul anguiſh 


towarde 
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te wards his, in all wiſdom and prudence, There is a third cordirign 
ſpoken frequently to in theſe epiſtivs alſo, which lies in the middle 
» tr wikt theſ: two: and that is, ſuch a common with God, as Con- 


{/ts in the ſoul's being well pleaſed with him, and being moſt deſirous 


, pleaſe him in all things, abſtracting from thefe extraordinary tran- 
arts of joy upon the one hand, and free likewiſe of theſe deep 
<own-caftings upon the other: and this is the more ordinary way 
>" the ſaints, whoſe daily exerciſe it is, to come and take out their 


:re@tions from their maſter, and endeavour to walk according 


* theſe, both as men who are ſtil] under their maſter's eye, and 


+: thoſe who muſt give an account of themſelves to him: in which 


rice they want not their own ſweet peace; for the way wherein they 
Ik is a way of pleaſantneſs, and all theſe paths are peace; though it 
e not ſuch an overflowing peace, as amounts to a joy unſpeakable and 
$1; of glory; ſo full joy is nothing elſe but peace {welling without its 
-r4inary channel, and overflowing all its banks: and on the other 
nnd, they want not their own checks and challenges; they are often 
tore God with the tear in their eye, and know what it is to ſigh, be- 
e of a body of death within them; becauſe of that law which is 
in their members, warring againſt that law which is in their mind, and 
>irging them into captivity to the Jaw of fin, which is in their mem- 
ers: pet this is ſhort of the ſorrow of ſome dear to him, who are 
made to roar, by reaſon of the diſquietneſs of their heart, and to cry 
ait of the arrows of the Almighty ſticking within them, and the 
9% ſon thereof drinking up their ſpirit, ſo that while they ſuffer this, 


they are with wiſe Heman almoſt diſtracted. Theſe things, I ſay, are 


n1zinly inſiſted upon, which according to an epiſtolar method, lie ſcat- 
» red in ſeveral parcels up and down the book : in reading whereof, 
thou wilt eaſily perceive alſo, that though the whole of theſe epiſtles 
may be of ſingular uſe for a Chriſtian in every condition, yet a great 
„any of them have a more ſpecial reference, both to the comfort and 
the carriage of a Chriſtian under the croſs (whether his affliction be 
outward trouble, or inward ſoul-exerciſe and terror, where he is moſt 
frequently to be found: which is all I have to ſay for the matter. 
There are not a few in this generation, I know, Who will make it their 
iſineſs, and think it of their intereſt, to derogate from the eſteem which 
eſe epiſtles do juſtly challenge, and will readily get, from all who 
;:.0w how to prize things according to their worth; as knowing very 
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vel}, that what reſpect thefe get and gain amongſt readers, they loſe; 


though 1 may truly ſay, and they will at laſt find it ſo, that if they get 
dhe thing they ſeek by this artiſice, they loſe by that getting: and I may 
4Ture myſelf alſo, if theſe either find thee a Chriſtian or make thee ſuch, 


they my well loſe by this labour any eſteem thou hadſt for them, but 


ey will not proſelyte thee, to their profane contempt of fo ſpiritual 


:1arter; yet I know they will eſſay it: Firſt, ſomewhar to this purpoſe 
may be ſaid and will be ſuggeſted by them, that here is a needleſs and 


/.auſeating repetition of the ſame thing; though it may be, they are not 
40 diſplzated, that it is ſaid often, as that it is ſaid at all; or if the fre- 
cuency of it offend them, it is out of a fear, that what is often ſaid, be 
ace liſtened to, and at laſt learned. I grant that the fame matter and 
purpoſe is divers times touched and infiſted upon; but conſider, I. 


Phat this is to divers perſons, and is there either reaſon or religion in it, 
m envy him the liberty of telling all the fearers of God, to whom he 8 
rites, what was done for his foul, or the people of God, the advantage 


that relation? Was it not fer the edification of the church, that al 


vo had heard of his perſecution for the goſpel, fiould hear alſo, 125 ; 
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d, do thee wor ft, connormalke a ſufferer truly miſerable, while 
Fed makes tum. Kapp; m. ae nion ith himſelf: the heat of per- 
ſecution may dry up or imbitter all the nether ſprings, but then tho 
ſoul hath free acceſs to the upper, and is admitted to drink, yea, drink 
 -bundantly of theſe rivers of his pleaſure : this is the ſpiced wine he 
drinks, and the meat he gets to eat in ſecret, which the world knoweth 


| 


= with the world's deceitful meat. 2. Conſider, that it is at divers times, 
= ind ſurely, he finding the conſolations of God new every morning, and 
wounding every moment, it had been a piece of baſe ingratitude in him 

to have made mention of that but once, which 60 had given him ot- 

ten. 3. Conſider, though the ſame matter be oft mentioned, yet i. 
s moſtly with a ſweet and taking variety of phraſe: he brings forth the 
ald and hew together, nay, there is ever fo much yew in it, as may 
onttäbute to kindle new defires in thee, in order to e fatisfaftion of 
oon ſoul, to ſeek what he found, and when tho: hait fallen vpon 
tht, and art filled with it, thy practice in telling it over ro others, will, 
WM vihour doubt, have ſuch a comcidency with his, as will Juſtify what he 
bach done, and thou wilt thenjudge, that an apology ur publiſhing ard 
© t£quent proclaiming the goodneſs of the Lord in t! land of the liv- 
MW ing, is either wholly ſuperfluous, or it doth ſuppoſe ti reader not to be 
W : Chriſtian, at leaſt incaſe, _ | | | 7 
Secondly, Something will be ſaid by malicious mutterers, (I know) 


ſome words made uſe of by the author; who all alvroft fers himſelf, 
to make uſe of the moſt ordinary expreſſions, which are in uſe among 
the common fort of people. Something, I ſay, of this kind may pro- 
bably be belched forth, by this carping, criticizing, p otane and pre— 
jadicate age: but if they would remember, what was fuid (by men 
much more knowing than themſelves, and more able to diicern what 


oo, ww Yo 


ef Plautus, who made ule of the moſt common words ha were in uſe, 
amongft the moſt common ſort of people in Rome, Si t logue— 
rentur ore Plautino uterentur ; they would ſee reaſon, rather to com- 


0! no extraordinary capacity, than take, becauſe of this, ary occation 
to quar rel at, or cry down, that which is {o uſeful andevce!lcnt : and it 
n the opinion of men faithful and famous in their generation, he be the 
bet preacher to a people (and conſequently writer too, quam maxime 


lee no great reaſon ſuch have to carp, or neceſſity | havet make an 
ology but there is ſufficient to be ſaid, if not for ſilenciug of bablers, 
hoſe topgue hath more dimenſions than their reaſon (wick makes it 
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1 IM © worth the while to take notice of their barking) vet 101 ſalisfying 
et the more ſober minded. Firſt, Conſider, that this diſciple learned 
e WM «© tis Maſter, both fo to write and ſpeak, as not to hide his pur poſe in 
d doud of new coined words: he conſulted his own reputation 10 little, 
HW vile he ſought his Maſter's honour, that he would rather ieem a ba- 
= cler to thein, who minded nothing but words; than a barbaric + 19 the 
c WM ncaneſt, who was taken with ſpiritual matter: if Chriſt's -v4mple, 
c dhe taught theſe high and heavenly myſteries of ſalvation, by plain 
i ad obvious banhrdes, be not e to ence ſuch perſons, who 


dot of, and cannot take from him; and having found how ſweet to the 
ute this bread of God, which comes down from heaven, is, he cannot 
= forbear, to tell others, how he is feaſted; to excite deſires in all to come 
nd ſhare with him in theſe dainties, and torbear to ſurfeit themſelves 


againſt the apparent courſeneſs of ſome phraſes, and :tommonnets of 


vaght to be ſpoken, both as to matter and words) to the commendation 


mend a dexterous making uſe of common phraſes, in writing to people 


irroaltter, pueriliter, populariter docet, as to words, ard phraſes: 1 
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have habituate their tongue to drop ſatyrs againſt what is good, whes 
ther perſons or things; yet it is enough to guard againſt the prejudice 
of what they take liberty to ſay. 2. Conſider, that the moſt common 
words and ordinary phraſes, in uſe amongſt a people, may, by the 
greateſt orator, be very pertinently uſed, for illuſtrating and preſſn: 
his purpoſe : nay, in ſome caſes, theſe have a ſpecial emphaſis, heyon* 
what can be wrapt up, in a great many more compt words, and ſeem 
ingly neat expreſſions, and then, they are ſo far from being a blemiſh tc 


a diſcourſe, that they ſeem to give a kind of life, and add a certain luſtre 
to the whole frame; and thou wilt find it often fall out here, that the 


author hath ſo happy a dexterity in making the molt common (and ſome- 
times contemprtible) phraſe, with a graceful ſweetneſs, ſubſervient to 
his purpoſe, that let the greateſt maſter of words, alter but one of theſe 
words, or change one of theſe exprethons (which if they ſtood not 
there, might almoſt ſeem a barbaritm) he marrs what he undertook to 
mend, and white he endeavours to correct the author, he leaves himſelf 
to be put in amongſt the errata. 2 Conſider that a great many of the 
perſons to whom he wrote, were no ſcholars, nay, had fo little acquain- 
tance, with that, which paſſeth in the world for elegancy of ſpeech, that 
he had as good have ſaid nothing at all to them, as have made uſe of a- 
ny other words than what are pitched upon in expreſſing his purpoſe ; 
and fo his deſign being to make affection, or to move it in the hearts of 
theſe to whom he wrote, there was a neceſſity to ſuit his ſtile to their 
capacity, which condelcenfion in hun, is yet managed with fo much ſpi- 
ritual prudence and diſcretion, as it is without debaſing high matter, 
or giving the leaſt rational ground to mock at ſpiritual mytteries : yea, 
may ſay further, that there is fo much majeſty in the ſtrain, as that 
the lowneſs of the ſtile is abundantly thereby made up: and further, I 


might aſk thee, if thou who makes the challenge doeſt pretend to be a 


maſter of reaſon, whether he is the beſt orator, who can with the leaſt 
noiſe caſt fire into the affections of thote to whom he {peaks or writes 
and bring down the higheſt myſtertes in religion, to the capacity of the 
meanclt hearer and reader, or he who wraps up plain truths and oby1- 
bus purpoſes, in ſuch an obſcurity of phraſe, and perplexing intricacy 
of words, as carries the matter quite beyond the reach of a vulgar ca- 
pacity, without making any other imprefſion upon the mind of the 


hearer, than that the man hath forgotten his meſſage, and white he fecks 


himſelf, flights his Maſter's buſineſs ? It often creates alto a ſuſpicion, 
that the writer or ſpeaker either deſires not to be underſtood, or, while 
he endeavours to ſoar too high above others, that he hath fallen into 
fach a confuſion, as he knov's not where to find himſelf: and if thou 


concede here what with reaſon thou canſt not deny, thou haſt granted 
all againft thyſelf, whick 1 need {eek, for putting thee to hilence, 4. 
Conſider, that thovgh there be ſome here written tog of the greateſt 
quality in the nation, and a great many others, who are eminent tor 
their underitanding and parts, as well as their grace; yet as thele of 


the greateſt quality and parts, may reap advantage, by what hath beet 


written to the meaneſt and moſt of ο,:ͤ perſon ! God in his providence 


led his ſervant to ſpeak to theſe of underſtanding and parts, io, that 
what was particularly intended for them, might be of ſpecial ute and 
advantage to every one: and thus all occaſion of carping is taken a» 
Way; unleſs, amongſt the reſt of regularities of this time the epiſcopal 
authority be interpoſed, to make us read and underſtand that axiom 


backward, bonum quo communius es melius, Which if it be, I have no 


7% 


more to ay, but thut it is of a piece with the reſt of their reformation, 
1 luppoſe by this time, it may be thought, 1 have ſaid wo much upon 
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de He ad, ſince it would ſeem that ſome things ought rather to be ſaid, 
for making many things in them plain that are myſterious and dark 
than to ſay ſo much for taking off prejudice, becauſe of ſome commor 
words and expreſſions; but as to that, Iſhall not undertake it: for there at 
many things in them, only intelligible by taſting: and he who want 
that commentary, will never underſtand this text. I have no more ge 
ſay, either for the one or the other, but if any diſhke them, he may !“ 
them alone; for I intend to obtrude them upon none, who diſtaſtes then 
yet J cannot forbear to adviſe even ſuch, ſo far to conſult their own r. 
putation, as, by ſpeaking againſt what the author hath here written, no 
to diſcover that ſecret to the world, that they are perſons void of 
gracious principle, to whom the things that are of God are unfavoury 
the wind of thy mouth accompanied with all the venom thou cunſt vo 
mit up, will not blaf the author's reputation, it will only be a blazing 
of thy own ſhame, and then thou wilt ſee thyſelf ſo unhappy, as to hav: 
hit the mark at which thou didf not aim: for without doing him an 
hurt, who is far above thy reach, thy tongue falls upon thy own heac 
and in ſtricking at one whom thou canſt not wound, thy ſword redouncs 
back upon thyſelf, and enters into thine 6wn bowels : but if thou re 
maineſt a man of imperſuation, and haſt fo much pleafure in publitkir« 
thine own ſhame, I cannot help it, it is ſafficient for me, to have warne-! 
thee of thy hazard; nor ſhall I endeavour henceforth to deprive t). 
world of their liberty (ſince thou wilt have it ſo) to look upon thee, ac 
cording to the character which thou haſt given of thyſelf, and that ir, 
Deeft aliquid intus, to make thee a man and a Chriſtian: and ſince thi. 
brutiſh ſhape pleaſes thee, thou mayeſt go eat grafis and let alone tha. 
bread, which is only deſigned for children: and fo 1 leave thee to make 
vſe of that liberty, of ſaying what thou pleaſes, which thou hait no. 
purchaſed with the loſs of thy own reputation. | | 

If any think, it had been more convenient, to have concealed t! 
names of thoſe to whom the author wrote, for ſome reaſons obvious, 
regard of the preſent lamentable poſture of affairs (when it is almc: 
Jutficient, to make a man guilty, that ever he was really zealous for Goo 
| have only this to fay for mylelf, that I deſigned their honour and n 
ther prejudice or hurt in prefixing their names: neither can I well :- 
magine (whatever others may apprehend) what prejudice they can ft 
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ö tan, by this; ſince none, or very few of them, come from the uuthon, 
| 45 returns to any thing they had written to him; and there being no 
luv, either diſcharging him to write, or any perſons to receive his let- 
: ters, there can be no tranſgreſſion upon their part, and ſo nothing t. 
ground a prezudice, or found a rational plea againſt them; and muc“ 
leſs in that their names are prefixed; or if there be any thing in tu. 
N blame worthy, I alone am in the tranſgreſhon, who have done it withou: 
g contulting themiclves, or aſking their conſent; vet in order to the ſati 
5 eon of any, who may be offerded at what is done, I have this to 1a 
: bor metel{ further, that 1 was induced to it, firſt, that thereby it mig} 
8 appear theje were indeed the very LETTERS, Which that faithful Jut - 


— ROE witneſs of Jetus Chritt wrote (thongh there is ſufficient in th. 
4 1 an and train to put this beyond debate) and no forgeries. 2. Many 

= © tote worthy perſons being removed (whereby the church of God!!“ 
1h na een and fad lofs, in that the is dep ved of 10 many, Who Woulo 
1 WM He veeped and made fupplication on her behalf in this day ot her di- 


3 ich, when not a few of her friends have dealt treacherouſly with her, 
„ad are become her enemies) their poſterity might think themfelv. 
io 5 1 22 AM 22 b 6 = 4 Ks 3 ITY 

n onged, it 1 ſhould have deprived their worthy prececetiors, by fup 
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of the honour ef making their faithfulneſs known to the wort: : ard 
truly, 1 judged it the leatt that was due to the memory of theſe, who 
ought to be had in everlaſting remembrance, to ere& this poor monu- 
ment over their grave, whereby they may hve amongſt the poſterity, 


when they are gone, as perſons who obtained mercy of the Lord, to 
be faithful in their generation: and that when the account of ſuch | 


comes to be taken, it may be faid, This and that man was born there, 
3. 1 did it to encourage the poſterity of ſuch, to be followers of the 
faith and patience of their worthy progenttors, and that they may not, 


without ſhame and horror think ot declining, or turning aſide, either 


to the right or left hand, from the way of theſe dear relations, who by 


following the Lord fully, in an evil time, left them a noble pattern, 
worthy of imitatiov. 4. As for ſuch who are yet alive, I hope they 
will think, that God by this providence, is making an honourable 
mention of their fidelity before the nations, and is remembring for them, 
the love of their eſpouſals, when they went after him; hereby to en- 
gage them, to cleave more ny; and adhere more firmly to him, 
e generality have gadded about to 

change their way, and many of his profeſſed diſciples have gone back, 
and are like to walk no more with him: and upon the other hand, 
God will have this to be a witneſs before the world, againſt any of | 
them, who ſhall depart from the good way of the Lord, and be offend- | 
ed in kim, becauſe of perſecution : I hope whatever hazard threaten 
theſe who abide in Chriſt's company, that they will never for ſake him, 
nor give him, nor give him cauſe to lay, What zniquity have ye found 
in me, that ye have gone far from me © But if it ſhould prove other- | 
wiſe, they may be ſure that he whoſe ſoul hath no pleaſure in any man 
that draws back, and hates the work of ſuch as turn afide, will count 
himſelf engaged in a peculiar way, to lead them forth with the work- | 
ers of iniquity; but we hope for better things of them all, though we Þ 
thus ipeal: : if none of theſe reaſons which moved me to do this, be 
ſtrong enough, then let it be judged my weakneſs : for it is more fit, 
that 1 ſhoutd paſs in the world as ſuch (which is no great miſtake} $ 
than theft honourable and worthy perſons, ſhould ſuſſer any prezudice, | 


with full purpoſe of heart, when t 


by a decd wWhereto they had not the leaſt acceſſion. 


Reader, much pains hath been taken, in collecting theſe together, 
that they might be in the hands of many (a thing greatly deſired ot 2 } 
long time by the godly) which have been hitherto only in ſome brok- 
en and voperfect parcels, in the hands of a few : ſeveral of the moi } 


correct copies that could be had, have been carefully compared, and | 


many faults thereby corrected, which were crept in, by their being 

11 out ſo, (as 
I tuppoſe it ſhall not often be found) that they who have the Autographs 
by them, purceive any difference in a word or ſentence, betwixt this 


often tranſcribed ; and that by unſkilful hands. If it fa 


printed copy and theſe, Jet them impure it to my want of the princi- 
pals; for though I had a good number of them, yet it was not poflible 
for me to get the moſt part: in ſome very few places alſo, to the end 


that this book might be of more univeſal uſe, it may be that a Scot 3 
word, winch would have darkened the ſenſe, or rendered the ſentence | 


* 8 


wholly uninteligable to ſtrangers, is either changed into ſome equiva- 8 


lent one, or a fynonimous term inſerted by it; but in moſt places theſe 
words arg retained, without any alteration; becauſe either alteration, 8 
or addition, would have made them leſs taking with, and acceptable 


to them, for whom they were at firſt written, and to thoſe for whom! 


they are now principally intended; becanſe the life and emphabis of | 
the phraje, is often found to lie in that very word. But having kept ; 
Os | 2h 1 | | | bee 
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thee Ader too long an arreſt in the entry, I leave thee now to peruſe 
theſe profitable epiſtles, which are an account of the many ſweet hours 
and comfortable ſoliloquies, which that eminent ſaint and ſufferer had 
with God in the furnace of his affliction: wherein'there is much to be 
ſeen, beyond the ordinary attainment of a Chriſtian, even who hath 
made ſome remarkable progreſs and is no ſmall proficient in the ways 
of God. I nothing doubt, but when thou perceiveſt, while thou readett, 
how much pure zeal to God, doth burn in theſe lines, thou wilt lament 
the loſs of ſuch a bleſſed inftrument, now, when the church of God is 
brought ſo very low, and there are few of all the ſons whom the hath _ 
nourihed and brought up, to take her by the hand: I grant it is both 
2 rational and religious ſorrow ; for when we remember the many e- 
minent lights (the removal of whom, hath brought a ſad and dark night 
npon the church) which did lately ſhine amongſt us, and mutt ſay, They 
are gone who were our faithful guides, it would almoſt ſeem pardon- 
able, to abandon ourſelves to forrow, and refuſe to be comforted : 
9uis talia fands temperet a lachrimis ? Yet give me leave to ſuggeſt 
theſe things: (1.) Let not the tear fo blind thine eye, as not to ob- 
ſerve the goodneſs of God, who gave us ſuch : it was a ſaying of an 
eminent and exerciſed Chriſtian (worthy to be remembered in this pre- 
ſent cate, and to be put upon record for poſterity) perceiving many 
ſorrowful, upon the removal of one of the moſt burning and ſhining 
lights, that Britain had to boaſt of (that great interpreter Mr. Durham 
| mean) Turn your tears and ſighs for this loſs (ſaid that worthy per- 
jon) tho” it ſeem to you almoſt irreparable (an age hardly producing 
iuch another) into ſongs of praiſes ; and do not ſo indulge your ſorrow, 
becauſe the Maſter hath called home an ambaſſador, who did ſo fairh- 
fully and ſucceſsfully negotiate for him; as ve forget in the mean 
lime to praiſe the Lord of the harveſt, who thruſt forth ſuch a lJabouz- 
er into his vineyard : let not the greatneſs of your grief make you 
forget the riches of his goodneſs to the church of Chritt in Scotland, in 
that there was a Mr, Durham to die out of it: ſo I fay, when in read- 
ng of theſe, thou remembers that the worthy author is gone to his 
reſt; yet be not guilty of ſo much ingratirude, thro? the excels of thy 
pic, as to forget God's care of, and kindneſs to, the church of Scot- 
and, who amongſt others gave her a Mr, Rutherfoord : one who was 
not only famous at home and abroad for his great learning; bur ſuch 
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„ miniſter of the goſpel, as 1 ſuppoſe there is not a godly minifter in 
dle nation, who knew his painfulneſs, his tendernets, his zeal, his 
a | Runing and goſpel-adorning converſation, that will think he wrongs 
Bf himſelf, in giving the preference to him, whoſe watching and weeping 
ad unwearied pains, to propagate the truth, and profit the ſouls of 
men, made him without a ack or equal, and left deep convictions of 
5 ort- coming, even upon them, who may with a rational confidence, 
F pcct the approbation of, „ell done, gaod and faithful ſervant, at the 
i day of their appearance, and die in the faith of this; that when the 
4 great Shepherd thall appear, they ſhall receive a crown of glory, that 


9 Laden not away. (2.) If no other conſideration can dry up thy tears, 
© vert th ſorrow, while thou doſt remember thy own and the 
"MY © bes loſs; yet remember that this is ſufficient to make thee mourn 


i N 2 192, that the reſidue of the Spirit is with him. We cannot, 1 
_ ; a", Weep back again (though it is like ſome would be content to 
„ emſelves blind, if that were lawful and would do it) our famous 
{i 3 thful noxes, Davidſons, Welches, Bruces, Henderſons, Ru- 
| 6 Jords, Cileſpies, Gutherics, with a great many beſides, or their 


Meinten and companions, who did build and fight with them, and 
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ve the reſtorers of the breaches amongſt as, whereby they obtained 


good report; and are at this day of bleſſed memory indeed; but 
-z their no hope to ſee them alive in other mens perſons ? I grant there 


+: but little appearance of that for the preſent; for, alas may we 
, where is there a man of that ſpirit to be found? Yet let us not 


ac this to all the reſt of our provocations in this wilderneſs-lot, to 
mit the Holy One of Iſrael ; ſince theſe had nothing but what they 


receive; he can furniſh the church with men of the ſame parts and 


Iz; with men who will ſhine in light, ſo that their enemies muſt lay 
ir hand upon their mouth when they have ſpoken ; and burn in love 
: 50d and his intereſts : and truly it concerns the people of God, to 
{> much in importuning him, that he would again give us ſuch ſtand- 
:rd-bearers, and that he would remember us now, in our low eftate, 
I caiting up ſuch, who may be as the chariots and horſemen of Iſrael, 
hen the ſpirit of moſt is under ſuch a faint, and the men of might do 
e find their hands: if we were up and doing in this, which is one 
vat part of our work in ſuch a ſad time, and gave him no ref}, who 
er ws but he would yet breathe upon many, who are now as dry 

»1es, Without life or motion, and make them ſtand up for him, and 
ad his cauſe againſt them, who have lifted up their head againſt 
©-ven and their heel againſt his people? They who by falling aſleep, 
in their hair was cut, that they were not in caſe to ſhake themſelves 
at other times, when their enemies were upon them, might yet 
eil their adverſaries ſport, and bring down their Babel about their 
Sars, if the ſpirit of the Lord came upon them as at other times: or 
i this were not to be expected, he could raiſe up a generation, wha 
ould ſerve him with more zeal and faithfulneſs, than we have done; 
(ic. that in ſuch a number, as ſhould make his church ſay, g hath 
atten me all theſe ® And where have they been? It may be that he 
Waits to be gracious, is waiting to be intreated to do this good 
1g for us: ſurely if we were a people of prayer, and particularly 
this church and nation, mercy, we might be ſurprized now, when 


have ſcarce a token for good, and when our Juke-warm temper has 


baniſhed the faith of ſuch a mercy almoſt out of the earth, with ſuch 
turn as that, / wl/ clothe thy priefts with ſalvation, and thy ſaints 


get ſhout aloud for joy: ] will pour down ſuch a plentiful meaſure 


ene Spirit upon them, that by their zeal and fairhtulneſs, the years 
ich this canker-worm and cater-pillar of luke-warmneſs hath eaten 


i, ſhall be reſtored unto you ſeven-fold ; which would carry alongſt 


mit, the accompliſhment of that other great and goſpel-promiſe, 
enemies will I clothe with ſhame, but upon himjelf hall his crown 


1b. Faris Deus, & feſtinet, ſhould be the conſtant echo of our 
% 5 | | 


16 ts. 


Leader, there is one thing more I have to acquaint thee with, and 
have done, and that is to tell thee, that I have made bold for this 


121, 2, to fend thele Epiſtles abroad into the world, without the Prelates 
'- »rimatuer : if he pleaſe to take this for an Apology, that the author 
{., rht not his permiſſion to write diem, which emboldened me to itrant- 
them to thy hands, without his apyrobation, he may; for I am 
in an humour to give them any other account of this action. | 


Wit is very probable, that the fate of theſe may be the tire; for- 


late furious prelates (that Draco veluut which being got upon the 
J, ſpouts down fire upon the church, whereby the tabernacles of 
Aare burnt up through the land: for the appearance of this fiery 
Cor, did always portend ſomewhat fatal to the church, to follow 
um it) arc a little more hot than their predeceſſors: it 18 true, Ee 
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went fo high in their perſecution, and dra"? ſo hard, that it was 
thought ſcarce poſſible for any to out - do them 79 perfecutin g; for they 
mn themſelves out of breath, and never die brid ie till they fell in; the 
arch, and we thought they had died there ithont ſucceſhon; but 
alas | the church finds this day, that in retpect of neu fucceltors, 
they were meer novices, and-had ſcarce {ervod their apprentiſhip i: 
de Black Art: and this puts me to think, whether the people of och 
= ould not rather ſubmit to be chaſtiſed even with ee gurgeat 1007+ 
pions, than to with that he would throw the rod in the fire, eat if they 
vere gone, and we not fit for a delivery (as indeed wc are ni) it hould 
al out with us, according to the ſtory of the old wife Syraculte, 
who was afraid of Dionyſ1as' death, leſt the devil ſhould ſucceed him 
but if any ſhould ſay to me, What and he be already eome. For if the Holy 
Choſt call theſe men ſuch, who did but caſt in priſon, and did but cat 
ſme in priſon, may he not Le ſaid to be already come down now, having 
reat wrath; when depoſition, impriſonment, baniſhment, yea any thing 
4 then declared worthy to die, is thought a favour : if any ſhould urge 
me with this, I ſay, I confeſs he would poſe me into an abſolute ſilence ; 
or force an acknowledgment from me: if the prelates themſelves, who 
are of age, be in caſe to make a reply, let them anſwer it: for the truth 
s, they are ſo hot upon their work, that if it be a hereſy to think ſo of 
them, they who plead the neceſhty of their office, for preventing of 
ſchiſm and hereſy, are like to turn the better part of the world here- 
tics; but to my purpoſe, I ſay, there is fome reaſon to fear, that this be 
thought very fit fewel, to make a fire in Caiaphas's hall: however, 
though it ſhould be ſo, yet this is not the firſt time, that ſome of the 
worthy author's works, have got ſuch entertainment : and truly there 
is{o much zeal to the intereſts of Chriſt, ſo much love to God, and the 
ſalvation of men, burning in theſe lines; that, that ſpirit, whoſe element 
1s fire, will endeavour to blow the bellows, and ſeek this as a ſacrifice 
at their hands, whoſe once profeſſed ſincerity, and perſonal zeal for 
God and intereſts, is now broken out, in ſuch high acts of rebellion a- 
pzinſt him, and hatred againſt his ſervants; whereby the proverb is be- 
come plain Scottiſh, or Engliſh, or both it ye will: munis apo/tata /ec- 
te ſux ger: but if the prelates would take a poor preſbyter's advice, 
they would even let it alone, leſt the ſmoke of that fire, wherein they 
burn this, Kindle a flame of juſt indignation againſt them, in the hearts 
of all the lovers of God, as men who have a very perfect hatred againſt: 
picty ; but if they care not to be ſo looked upon, i have no more to ſay, 
be it ſo: it is like nothing that I can ſay, will hinder them, from 
putting this piece in his hands, to whom, as I hear, they have com- 
mitted the reviting of learned and worthy Mr. Wood's teſtimony, 
&, and who it ſeems, is made choice of by them, as ſecretary in 
chief, for revifing all ſuch pieces, viz. Joannes Dunmurgus, cn 
fratibus, & collegis ſuis: and therefore I muſt leave them to their 
wn liberty, Which I only do, becauſe I cannot help it: and I am 
arad beſides, leſt I ſhould work too hard, in carrying water to cool 
them, { over-heat myſelf, and leave them at laſt nothing cooler than 1 
found them: but as for thee, Chriſtian reader, it will be a fuſhcient 272- 
Primatur, to tell thee, that theſe are Mr. RUTHERFOORD'S LETTERS * 
wherein he gives thee an account, of many a god day, and joyful hour, 
be had in his Maſter's company; while his te!low-ſervants did beat and 
truſt him out of the vineyard : and he invites thee to take a ſhare of 
bis fealt; and truly, I with that both of us would go try and taſte, ſince 
neither of us are like to have very good entertainment any where elſe, 
| | 5 1 have 
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I have but one word mare to ſay; for I know it is long fines © 

Red i ſhould have Made an ber and it is only to crave che : 
that I havenot done It ſooner : when I wrote the firſt lines, 1 tnouaht 
to have made the nnd and the beginning ſo contiguous, that I ſhould 
neither have Put thee to this trouble, nor myſelf to the neceſſity of an 
apology : and in order to that, I did really forbear what (as I told thee) 
at ſrſt Trorended, and am carried this length beſides my deſign; bur if 
the length of what is here fend thee, thou art in caſe without doing 
me any wrong, to give thyſelf the ſame ſatisfaction, as if I had ſaid no- 
thing. by paſſing it, as ſo much waſte paper, and turning over to the 
epittles rhonlelver : if thy foul be profited by theſe) as I hope it ſhall) | 
{have my defieng and ail I ſeek of thee beſides, is, that thou wouldeſt 


1th 415 tou! 5 welfa Q, who was at this little pains, in order to thine, 
2n, who dehres ts be reckoned by thee, amongſt the meaneſt and moſt 
| unworthy 6! | | ] 


Dye favourers of the du of Zion, 
ED And thy well-wihher, 


Chriſtian Reader, 
TY each of theſe Epiſtles thou mayeſt perceive, how the writers heart 
is enflamed with a holy fire; and how his foul aſcends in the ſmoke | 
{as ſnatched up to heaven and caught up above all that is below God : } | 
O how much drops from his pen above the ordinary attainments and 
experience, even of ſuch who ſeem to have out- run others] So that in 
reſpect of us, this angel of the church ſpeaks as one ſtanding already in 
the Puire of angels, or as an angel come down from heaven among 
men, io give us ſome account of what they are doing above, And thus 
leaving thee to peruſe what is made public for thy edification ; and to 
preſi this pomegranate and ſqueeze this grape ; and to ſuck till thou | 
find thy foul refreſhed with its ſpiced wine; and wiſhing thee an expe- 

, rimental knowlege of that ſurpaſſing and inconceivable ſweetneſs which 
. ir in the fruition of Gad, and to be enjoyed in a fellowſhip with the 
4: Father, and with his Son Feſus Chriſt, and a full draught of tee 
I pure flreams of ſolid joy and conſolation, wherein the ſoul of this Jamt 
fwimed, and which run through theſe lines ; without which, while he 
ſpeaks as coming forth out of the King's banqueting-hou je, to perſuade | 
thee to go in thither, and feaſt and bath thy foul in the ſame pure de- 
lights, and permanent pleaſures, whereon he fed, and which flow in u. 
pon the foul, and overſiow it, awhile the ſaint finds himſelf, with his | 
Betoved's left-hand under his head, and his right-hand embracing him, 
be will be to thee a barbarian. 1 ſhall only wiſh and beg, that tho" | 

| wouldeſt ſeriouſly ſeek of God, the fame thing for him, who Joeks thi! | 
4 for thee, and hath his deſign in the pains taken in publiſhing theſe Let- ] 
a ters, if thou be thereby provoked to ſeek till thou find : this 1s that ade- | 
quate recompence, which he ſeeks, earneſtly intreats, and expects, | 
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Thy ſouls well wiſher, 


and ſervant in Chriſt Jeſu? 


S 


CY. 


w = TY BY Dl, we Sm TS 


I 1 1 


To Mr. ROBERT 1 Me, | Miniſter of 


the Gebel at Holy wood in Ireland, 


Well-belcved and reverend brother, 
Race, mercy and peace, be 10 you : upon acquaintanco | 
Chriſt, I thought guod to take ihe opportunity of writi; ; 
to you: ſceing it hath ſcemed good to our Lord of the harveil, 


tot take the hooks out of our hands for a time, and jo jay upon u. 
a more honourable tervice, even 10 (offer for his name, it were 


good to comfort one another in writing. I have bac a deſtre 
ſe you in the face, yet now being the "priſoner of Cßriſt, it is 
taken away. I am greatly comforted to hear of your ſoldier 
ſtately ſpirit, for your princely and roya Captain Jetus Chrift on. 

Lord, and of the grace of God in the reſt ot our dear brethren wit! 
you, You have heard of my trouble. I uppoſe. It hain pleaſe? 
our {weet Lord Jetus to let looſe the malice of theſe inte: ict, 

lords in his houſe, to deprive me of my miniſtryat Anwoth, at: 
to confine me eightſcore miles from thence 0 e AO and 
alſo (which was not done to any before) to inhibite me to bras 
at all in Jeſus his name, within this kingdom, under the pi . 
rebellion, The cauſe that ripened their hatred was my bouk u. 
painſt the Arminians, whereof they accuſes me thot- tree 5 3 : 
appeared before them; but let our crowned Kino in 20a Feigts 
by his grace the loſs is theirs, the advantage is Corilt's and truth 


Albeit this honeſt croſs gained ſome giound on me by my koi 


beſs, and inward challenges of conſcience for a time were (harp e 
now for the encouragement of you all, { dare iay it, and wilt: 


it under my hand, Welcome welcome, iwcet, test crols ot. 


Chriſt, I verily think the chains of my Lori Jeſus are all over]: 
With pure gold, and that his croſs is pertumed. and that it ſmel e 
of Chriſt; and that the victory ſhail be by the biood of the Lam 
and by the word of his truth; and that Chriſt lying on his bac“ 
in his weak ſervants, and oppreſſed truth, ſhal! ride over his ene⸗ 


res bellies, and ſhall ſtrike through kiags in the day of his 


yrath. It is time to laugh when be laugheth; and ſeeing be is 
bow pleaſed to ſit with wrongs for a time, it becometh us to he 
lent, until the Lord hath let the enemic; 6 uy their hung, 
lean, and fecklels paradiſe: bleſſed are tach) Who are content 
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3; MI. RUTHERFOORDS: Epiſt. 1. 
to take firokes with weeping, Chriſt; faith will truſt the Lord, 
and is not haſty, nor head-ſtrong ; neither is faith fo timorous, 
as to flatter a tentation, or to bud and bribe the croſs, It is 
little up or little down that the Lamb and his followers can get 
no law-ſ{urety, nor truce with croſſes; it muſt be ſo, till we be 
vp in our Father's houſe. My heart is woe indeed for my mo- 
| ther church, that hatch played the harlot with many lovers; for 
her huſband hath a mind to ſell her for her horrible tranſgreſſions; 
and heavy will the hand of the Lord be upon this backſliding na- 
tion. The ways of our Zion mourn, her gold is become dim, her 
white Nazarités are black like a coal; how ſhall not the children 
weep, when the husband and the mother cannot agree? Yet[ 
believe Scotland's ſkies ſhall clear again, and that Chriſt ſhall build 
again the old waſte places of Jacob, and that our dead and dry 
bones fhall become an army of living men; and that our Well 
beloved may yet feed among the lilies, until the day-break, and 
the ſhadows flee away. My dear brother, let us help one another 
with our prayers. Our King ſhall mow down his enemies, and 
{hall come from Bozra, with his garments all dyed in blood, and 
for our conſolation ſhall he appear, and call his wife Hephzibah, 
and his land Beula; for he will rejoice over us and marry us, and 
Scotland ſhall ſay, What have I to do any more with idols ? Only 
let us be faithful to him that can ride through hell and death up- 
on a windieſtrae, and his horſe never ſtumble; and let him make 
of me a bridge over a water, fo that his high and holy name may 
be glorificd in me: ſtrokes with the ſweer Mediator's hand are ve- 
ry tweet; he has always been ſweet to my ſoul; but ſince I ſuffer- 
ed for him, his breath hath a ſweeter ſmell than before. Oh that 
every hair of my head, and every member, and every bone in my 
body, were a man to witneſs a fair confeſſion for him, I would 
think al] too little for him. When I look over beyond the line, 
and beyond dcath, to the lanphing fide of the world, I triumph, 
and ride upon the high places of Jacob, howbeit otherwiſe 1 am a 
_ faint dead-hearted cowardly man, oft born down, and hungry in 
Waiting for the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb: nevertheleſs I think 
it the Lord's wile love that feeds us with hunger, and makes us 
fa: with wants and deſertions: I know not, my dear brother, if 
our worthy brethren be gone to fea, or not; they are on my 
heart, and in my prayers: if they be yet with you, ſalute my dear 
friend John Stuart; my well beloved brethren in the Lord, Mr. 
Blair, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Livingſton, and Mr. M*Clcland, and 
acquaint them with my troubles, and intreat them to pray for the 
Poor afflifted priſoner of Chriſt : they are dear to my ſoul; 1feck 
your prayers «nd theirs for my flock ; their remembrance breaks 
my heart: I defire to love that people, and others my dear ac- 
quaintauce in Chriſt with love in God, and as God loveth mn, 
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have ſleeped in my warm neſt, and kept the fat world in my arm.. 
and the cords of my tabernacle ſhould have been faſtened mor- 5 | « 
ſtrongly, I might have ſung an evangel of eaſe to my ſoul and you 1 
for a time, with my brethren, the ſons of my mother, that were | þ bi 
angry at me, and have thruſt me out of the vineyard, if I ſhoulo ji 
have been broken, and drawn on to mire you the Lord's flock, | 1 
and to cauſe you eat paſtures troden upon with mens feet, and to | 10 
drink foul and muddy waters: but truly the Almighty was 0 
1 


222 — 2 


] know that he who ſent me to the Weſt and South ſends me alſe 
to the North: I will charge my ſoul to believe and to wait for 
him, and will follow his providence, and not go before it, nor 
ſtay behind it. Now, my dear brother, taking farewel in pape 
I commend you all to the word of his grace, and to the work &f 
his Spirit, to him who holdeth the ſeven ſtars in his right band, 
that you may be kept ſpotleſs till the day of Jeſus our Lord. Jan 


From Irvine, being on my journey Dur brother in affliction 
to Chriſt's palace in Aberdeen, in our ſweet Lord 7eſus, 
Auguſt 4, 1636. | „ 8. R 
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Early. beloved, and longed for in the Lord, my crown and 0 


my joy in the day of Chriſt: grace be to you, and peace {al | 
from God our Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I long ex- 9 i, 
ceedingly to know, if the oft-ſpoken of match betwixt you and 6 


Chriſt holdeth; and if you follow on to know the Lord. My 1 
day thoughts and my night thoughts are of you; while ye ſlecg 
lam afraid of your fouls, that they be off the rock: next to my 
Lord Jeſus, and this fallen kirk, ye have the greateſt {hare of my 
ſorrow, and alſo of my joy; ye are the matter of the tears, cate, 
fear, and daily prayers of an oppreſſed priſoner of Chriſt. As 
am in bonds for my high and lofty One, my royal and prince! 
Maſter, my Lord Jeſus; ſo 1 am in bonds for you: for I ſhoui- 
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terror to me, and his fear made me afraid. O my Lord, judge if 
my miniſtry be not dear to me, but not ſo dear by many degree 


as Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, God knoweth the heavy and ſad fai- e | [) 
baths I have had: ſince I laid down at my Maſter's feet my two 4 hi 
ſhepherd's ſtaves, I have been often ſaying, as it is written, Lam. : hd 
ll. 52,53. My enemies chaſed me fore like a bird, without cauſe 1 Fol 


they have cut off my life in the dungeon, and caſt a ſtone upon me:“ 
for, next to Chriſt, I had but one joy, the apple of the eye of my 
delights, to preach Chriſt my Lord, and they have violently plucked 
that away from me, and it was to me like the poor man's one eye, 
and they have put out that eye, and quenched my light in the: 
heritance of the Lord; but my eye is toward the Lord. I know | 
Mall ſee the ſalvation of God, and that my hope ſhall not alway 


4 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 2. 
be forgotten. And my forrow ſhall want nothing to compleat it, 
and to make me ſay, What availeth it me to live? It ye follow 
the voice of a ſtranger, of one that cometh into the ſheep fold 
not by Chriſt the door, but climbeth up another way. If the 
man build his hay and ſtubble upon the golden foundation, Chriſt 
Jeſus, already laid among you, and ye follow bim, I aſſure you, the 
man's work ſhall burn, and never bide God's fire, and ye and he 
both ſhall be in danger of everlaſting burning, except ye repent. 
O if an piin, any forrow, any loſs that I can ſuffer for Chriſt, 
and for you, were laid in pledge to buy Chrift's love to you, and 
that I could lay my deareſt joys next to Chriſt my Lord in the 
gap, betwixt you and eternal deſtruction! O if 1 had paper as 
| broad as heaven and earth, and ink as the fea, and all rhe rivers 


and fountains of the earth, and were able to write the love, the 


worth, the excel'ency, the ſweetneſs, and due praiſes of our 


deareſt and taireſt Well-beloved; and then if ye could read and 


underiiand it! What could | want, if my miniſtry among you 


ſhould make a marriage between the little bride in that bounds | 


and the Bridegroom? O how rich-a priſoner were |, if I conld 


obtain of my Lord (before whom I ſtand for you) the ſolvation | 
_ of you all! O what a prey had I gotten, to have you catched in | 
Chrilt's net! O then I had caſt out my Lord's lines and his net 


With à rich gain! O then, well-wared pained breaſt and {' re back, 


and crazed body in {peaking early and late: to you | My witneſs is 


above, your heaven would be two heavens to me, and the fſaivation 
of yon all as two Hhations to me; 1 would ſubzeribe a ſuſpenſion, 
an. a iriiting of my heaven, for many hundred years, (according 
to God's good plcaſure) if you were ſure in the upper lodging, in 
our Father's houſc, before me. I take to witneſs heaven and earth 
againſt you, I take inſtruments in the hands of that fun and day- 
light that bcheld us, and in the hands of the timber and walls of 
that kirk, it I drew not up a fair contract of marriage betwixt you 
and Chriſt, if T went not with offers berwixt the Brideproom and 
yon; and your conſcience did bear you witneſs, your moutꝭs con- 
felſed, that there were many tai: tryſts and meetings dra vn on be- 
twixt Chriſt and you at communion feaſts, and other occaſions; 
there were bracelets, jewels, rings, and love. letters, ſent to you by 


the Bridegroom; it was told you what a fair dowry ye ſhould | 


bave, and what a houſe your husband and ye ſhould dwell in, and 
What was the Bridegroom's excellency, ſweetneſs, might, power; 


the eternity and glory of his kingdom, the exceeding deepneſs of 


his love, who ſought his black wife through pain, fires, ame, 
death, and the grave, and {wimmed the falt ſea for her, undergo- 
ing the curſe of the law, and then was made a curſe for you; and 
ye then conſented and ſaid, Even ſo I take him. I counſel you, 


beware of the new and ſlrange Icaven of mens inventions, — 
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Epiſt. 2. 


ſurplice, the attire of the maſs- prieſt, the garment of Baal's prieſts; 


the abominable bowing to altars of tree is coming upon you; hate, 
and keep yourſelves from idols: forbear in any caſe to hear the 
reading of the new fatherleſs ſervice book, full of groſs hereſies, 
popiſh and ſuperſtitious errors, without any warrant of Chriſt, 
tending to the overthrow of preaching: you owe no obedience 


to the baſtard canons ; they are nnlawful, blaſphemous and ſuper- 
ſtitious: all the ceremonies that ly in the Antichriſt's foul womb, 


the wares of that great mother of fornications, the kirk of Rome, 


are to be refuſed; ye fee whither they lead you: continue till in 
the doctrine which ye have received: ye heard of me the whole 


counſel of God, ſew no clouts upon Chriſt's robe; take Chriſt in 


his rags and loſſes, and as perſecuted by men, and be content to 
ſigh, and pant up the mountain, with Chriſt's croſs on your back; 


let me be reputed a falſe prophet (and your conſcience once ſaid 


the contrair) it your Lord Jeſus ſhall not ſtand by you, and main- 
tain you, and maintain your cauſe againſt your enemies. I have 


heard (and my fſout is grieved for it) that ſince my departure from 


you, many among you are turned back from the good old way, 


to the dogs vomit again; let me ſpeak to theſe men: it was not 


without God's ſpecial direction, that the firſt ſentence that ever 


my mouth uttered to you was that of Job, chap. ix. 39. And je- 
lus laid, For judgment came] into the world, that they which 
ke not might ſee, and they which ſee might be made blind.“ It 


is poſlible, my firſt meeting and yours be, when we ſhall both 


land before the dreadful judge of the world: and in the name and 
authority of the Son of God, my great King and Maſter, I write, 


by theſe preſents, ſummons to theſe men, I arreſt their ſouls and 
bodies to the day of our compearance; their eternal damnation 


ſtands ſubſcribed, and ſealed in heaven, by the hand writing of 
the great judge of quick and dead; and Iam ready to ſtand up, as 


a preaching witneſs againſt ſuch to their face, that day, and to 


ſay Amen to their condemnation, except they repent. The ven- 


geance of the goſpel is heavier nor the vengeance of the law; the 


Mediator's malediction and vengeance is twice vengeance, and 
that vengcance is the due portion of ſuch men; and there I leave 
them as bound men, ay, and while they repent and amend. You 


were witneſſes how the Lord's day was ſpent while I was amon 
jou: O ſacrilegious robber of God's day, what wilt thou anſwer 
the Almighty, when he ſceketh ſo many ſabbaths back again from 


thee? What will the curſer, wearer, and blaſphemer do, when 


his 


, of. 
and apainſt the word of God, contrair to the oath of this kirk, 
now coming among you: 1 inſtructed you of the ſuperſtition and 
idolatry of kneeling in the inſtant of receiving the Lord's ſupper, 
and croſſing in baptiſm, and the obſerving of mens days, without 
any warrant of Chriſt our perfect lawpiver : countenance not the 
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. Mr. RVTHER FO OR D's Epiſt. 2. 
his tongue ſhall be roaſted in that broad and burning lake of fire 
2nd brimſtone? and what will the drunkard do when tongue, 
tights, and liver, bones and all, thall boil and fry in a torturing 


fire ? for he ſhall be far from his barrels of ſtrong drink then, and 
What ſhall be 
the caſe of the wretch, the covetous man, the oppreſſor, the de- 
cxiver, the carth-worm, who can never get his worab full of clay, 
when, in the day of Chriſt, gold and filver muſt ly burnt in aſhes, | 
and he muſt compear and anſwer his Judge, and quit his claiey | 
and naughty heaven? Wo, wo, for evermore, be to the time- | 
tarning Athieſt, that hath one God and one religion for ſummer, | 
2nd another God and another religion for winter, and the day of | 
tanning, when Chritt fanneth all that is in his barn floor; who N 
}ath a conſcience for every fair and market, and the ſoul of him 
-:nneth upon theſe oiled wheels, time, cuſtom, the world, and | 
command of men: O if the carelels Atheiſt, and fleeping man, 
_ whoedpeth by all, (with, God forgive our paſtors if they lead us 
wrong; ve muſt do as they command) and lay down his head up- 
giveth his conſcience to a deputy, and 
| fleepeth fo while the ſmoke of hell- fire flee up in his throat, and | 
aauſe him ſtart out of his doleful bed! O if ſuch a man would a- 
Wake. Many woes are for the over giled and gold-plaiſtered hy- 
pocrite. A heavy doom is for the liar and white-tongned flatterer; 
and the flying hook of God's fearful vengeance, twenty cubits | 
Ong, and ten cubits broad, that goeth out from the face of God, 
Hall enter into the houſe, and in upon the ſoul of him that ſteal- 
eth and ſweareth falſely by God's name, Zech. v. 2, 3. I denounce | 
eternal burning, hotter than Sodom's flames, upon the men that | 


there is not a cold well of water for him in hell. 


cn time's boſom, and 


Þoll in filthy luſts of fornication, adultery, inceſt, and the like 
wickedneſs; no room, no, not a foot broad for ſuch vile dogs 
within the clean Jeruſalem. Many of you put off all with this, 
God forgive us we know no better: I renew my old anſwer, 
2 Theſſ. i, the Judge is coming in flaming fire, with all his 


mighty angels, to render venpeance to all thoſe that know not 


God and believe not.” I have often told you ſecurity ſhall flay 


you: all men ſay they have faith, as many men and women now, 


35 many ſaints in heaven; and all believe ( fay ye; ) every foul 
dog is clean enough, and good enough for the clean and new je- 
ruſalem above. Every man hath converſion and the new birth; 
but it is not lee! come; they had never a ſick night for ſin: con- 
ver ſion came to them in a night dream: in a word. hell will be 
£mpty at the day of judgment, and heaven panged full: alas: it 
is nei her caſy nor ordinary to believe and to be ſaved: many mull 
| {and in the end at heaven's gates; when they go to take out their 
faith, they take ont a fair nothing, (or as ye uſed to ſpeak) a ble- 


flame: O lamentable diſappoiutment! ] pray you, I charge au 
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Epiſt. 2. LETTERS. 
| the name of Chrilt, make aſt work of Chriſt and ſalvation. I 


know there are ſome believers among you, and I write to you, O 


oor broken-hearted believers: all the comforts of Chriſt in the 
Od and New Teſtament are yours. O what a father and huſ- 
band you have! O if I had pen and ink, and engine, to write of 


him ! Let heaven and earth be conſolidate in maſſy and pure gold, 
it will not weigh the thouſandth part of Chriſt's love to a ſoul, 


eren to me a poor priſoner; O that is a maſſy and marvellous love! 
hen and angels, unite your force and ſtrength in one; ye ſhall 
not heave nor poiſe it off the ground: ten thouſand worlds, as 
many worlds as angels can number, and then as a new world of 
gels can multiply, would not all be the balk of a balance to 
weigh Chriſt's excellency, {weetneſs and love: put ten earths in 


one, and let a roſe grow greater than ten whole earths, or ten 


worlds, O what beauty would be in it, and what a ſmell would 


it caſt! but a blaſt of the breath of that faireſt roſe in all God's 
paradiſe, even of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, one look of that faireſt 
face would be infinitely, in beauty and ſmell, above all imaginable 


and created glory. I wonder that men do bide off Chriſt, I 
would cſteem myſelf bleſſcd, if I could make an open proclama- 
tion, and gather all the world, that are living upon the earth, 


ſew and Gentile, and all that hall be born to the blowing of the 


aſt trumpet, to flock round about Chriſt, and to ſtand looking, 

wondering, admiring, and adoring his beauty and ſweetneſs ; for 
his fire is hotter than any other fire, his love ſweeter than com- 
mon love, his beauty ſurpaſſcth all other beauty. When I am 
heavy and fad, one of his love-Jooks would do me mcikle world's 

good. O if ye would fall in love with him! How bleſſed were 1? 
How glad would my ſoul be to help you to love him? But a- 


mongſt us all we could not love him enough; he is the Son of 


the Father's love, and God's delight, the Father's love lieth all 
vpon him: O if all mankind would fetch al! their love, and lay 
It opon him. Invite him, and take him home to your houſes, in 
the exerciſe of prayer, morning and evening, as I often defired 
jou; eſpecially now, let him not want lodging in your toutes, 

bor ly in the fields, when he is ſhut out of pulpits and kirks. If 


Je will be content to take heaven by violence, and the wind on 


jour face, for Chriſt and his croſs, I am 3 one Who have 
lome trial of Chriſt's croſs; I can ſay, that Chriſt was ever kind 
to me, but he overcometh himſelf (if I may {peak ſo) in kind- 
des while I ſuffer for bim; I give you my word for it, Chriſt's 


croſs is not ſo evil as they call it; it is ſweet, light, and comfort- 


able: : I would not want the 7 RATES of love, ae the very breath- 


gs of Chriſt's mouth when he kiſſeth, and my Lord's ddlightiome | 


(miles, and love-embraccments, 3 my ſufferings for him, for 


mountain of line gold, nor for all the honours, court, and gran- 
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that ye were all hand-faſtened to Chriſt! O my dearly beloved 


in the Lord, I would I could change my voice, and had a tongue | 
tuned with the hand of my Lord, and had the art of ſpeaking of 


Chriſt, that I might paint out unto you the worth, and highneſs, 
and greatneſs, and excellency of that faireſt and renowned Bride- 
groom ! I beſeech you by the mercies of the Lord, by the ſighs, 
tears, and heart's-blood of our Lord Jeſus, by the ſalvation of your 

oor and precious fouls, ſet up the mountain, that ye and 1 may 


meet before the Lamb's throne, amongſt the congregation of the | 
firſt born. Lord, grant that that may be the tryſting place, that 
ye and I may put up our hands together, and pluck, and eat the | 
apples off the tree of life, and we may feaſt together, and drink | 


together of that pure river of the water of life, that cometh out 
ſrom under the throne of God, and from the Lamb. O how little 


is your hand-breadth and ſpan-length of days here ! Your inch of | 
ri me is leſs than when ye and I parted: eternity, eternity is com- 
ing, polting on with wings; then ſhall every man's blacks and | 
«whites be brought to light. O how light will your thoughts be 
of this fair-ſkinned but heart-rotten apple, the vain, vain, feckleſs 


vorld, when the worms {hall make their houſes in your eye holes, 


nd ſhall eat off the fleſh from the ball of your checks, and ſhall | 


make that body a number of dry bones? Think not the common 


zate of ſerving God, as neighbour and others do, will bring you | 
o heaven; few, few are ſaved; the devil's court is thick and 
-aany; he hatk the greateſt number of mankind for his vaſſals. 
know this world is a great foreſt of thorns in your way to hea- | 


en; but you muſt through it: acquaint yourſelves with 


«now God: keep in mind what I taught you; for God will ſeck 
an account of it, when J am far from you: abſtain from all evil, 
nd all appearance of evil; follow good carefully, and {cek peace, 
and follo after it; honour your king, and pray for him; | 
member me to God in your prayers, I do not forget you, | 200 ; 
ca- 

vy, fad and lore, is that ſtroke of the Lord's wrath that is com- 
ing upon Scotland: wo, wo, wo to this harlot land; for they | 
{Hall take the cup of God's wrath from his hand, and drink, 


you often, while 1 was with you, and now I write it again, 


c ² WE MOL nw 


ö n l 9 
„ - ee be INTE 


the 
ord, hold faſt Chriſt, hear his voice only, bleſs his name, ſanc- 
„iy and keep his day; keep the new commandment, * Love one 
2 aother ;* let the holy Spirit dwell in your bodies, and be clean and 
holy; love not the world, he not, love and follow truth.; learn to | 


re- | 


and 


pus, and fall, and not riſe again. In, in, in with ſpeed, to your 
{:rong bold, ye prifoners of hope, and hide you there, while the 
Inger of the Lord paſs: follow not the paſtors of this laud, for 


che ſun is gone down upon them; as the Lord liveth, they 


lead 
you 


Fpilt. 
you fr 
keep t 
q role, 
Chriſt 
Chriſt 

Abe, 


Father 
ROW ein 
to hea 
Well-t 


ing 
ave n 


in the 

put yo 
vation 

that 1 
proach 
and 1 

wretch 
) that 
Know 1 
de you 
(hippin 
though 
Jou, } 
flocks, 

tired ſt 
poſſibly 
vou in 

greateſ 
nd de; 
in Chr 
tt, an. 
by twe 
mong! 
ten hes 
the (rac 
half of 
ad my 


nn * Bn 


ppilt. 3. LevTERS 0 


you from Chriſt, and from the good old way; yet the Lord will 


keep the holy city, and make this withered kirk to dud agalu, like 
aroſe, and a field bleſled of the Lord, "The grace ©: che Lord Jetus 
chi be with you all. The praycrs and blczungs of 2 priſoner of 
Chriſt, in bonds for him, zu for you, be with you all, Amen. 
Aberdeen, Fly 1 „ tour lawful and voving 
. . 7 
.. . DTD OED IDE 
To the Honourable, Ret erend, wi IVell-beloved Prefeſſars of 
Ghrift and his Truth in Sincerity, in IRELAND 


Early beloved in our Lord, and partakers of the heavenly 
calling, Grace, mercy and peace be to you, from God our 
Father, and from our :.ord jeſus Chriſt - I always, but moſt of all 
now in my bonds, (molt ſweet bonds for Chritt my Lord) rej-ice 
to hear of your faith and Jove, and to hear that our King, our 
Well-beloved, our Bridegroom, without tiring, ſtayeth (till to woo 
ou, as his wife; and that perl. curions, and mockings of ſinners 
by not chaſed away the wooer from the houſe, I perſuade you 
u the Lord, the men of God, now ſcattered and driven from you, 
put you upon the right {cent and purſuit of Chriſt ; and my ſal- 
vation on it, (if ten heavens were mine) if this way, this way 
bat I nov ſuffer for, this way that the world nicknameth and re- 
proacheth, and no other way, be not the King's gate to heaven 
and I ſhall never ſee God's face, (and, alas, I were a be exuiled 
wretch if it were ſo!) if this be not the only ſaving way io heaven. 
O that you would take a priſoner of Cault's word for it, nay, I 
ow you have the greateſt King's word for it, that it ſhall not 
de your wiſdom to ſpier out another Chriſt, another way of wor- 
ſhipping him, than is now ſavingly revealed to you. Therefore, 
though I never ſaw your faces, let me be pardoned to Write to 
you, ye honourable perſons, ye faithful paſtors yet amongſt the 
focks, and ye ſincere profeſſors of Chriſt's truth, or any weak, 
ired ſtrayers, who caſt but half an eye after the Br idegroom, if 
pMbly 1 could, by any weak experience, confirm and ſtrengthen 
jou in this good way, every where ipoken againſt, I can with 
yeateſt aſſurance (to the honour of our higheft, and greateſt, 


ud deareſt Lord, let it be ſpokea) aſſert (though be but a child. 


in Chriſt, and ſcarce able to walk, but by a hold, and the mean- 


>, and leſs than the leaſt of ſaints) that we do not come nigh. 


by twenty degrees, to the due love and eſtimation of that faireſt 
mongſt the ſons of men; for if it were poſſibie that heaven, yea, 
tn heavens, were laid in the ballance with Chriſt, I would think 
the ſmell of his breath above them all: fure J am, he is the far beſt 


half of heaven; yea, he is all heaven, and more than all heaven : 2 


ad my eſtiu ony of him is, dat ten lives of black ſorrow, te: 
. B deaths, 
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10 Mx. RUTHERFOORDs FPfpiſt. 2 
deaths, ten hells of pain, ten furnaces of brimſtone, and all ex. 

viſite torments, were all too little for Chriſt, if our ſuffering 
could be a hire to buy him and theretore faint not in your ſuffer. 


| ings and hazards for him. J proclaim and cry, hell, forrow, and 
| ſhame upon all Juſts, upon all by-lovers, that would take Chriſts 
room over his head, in this little inch of love, of theſe narrow | 
ſouls of ours, that is due to ſweeteſt Jeſus. O higheſt, O faireſt, 
O deareſt Lord Jeſus, take thine own from all baſtard lovers. 0 
that we could wadſet and fell all our part of time's glory, and 
time's good things, for a leaſe and tack of Chriſt for all eternity! | 
O how arc we miſled and mired with the love of things that are 
on this fide of time, and on this fide of death's water! Where 
can we find a match to Chriſt, or an equal, or a better than he, 
among created things? Oh, this world is out of all conceit, and 
all love with our beloved! O that I could {ell my laughter, joy, | 
eaſe, and all for him! and be content of a ſtraw bed, and bread | 


by weight, and water by meaſure, in the camp of our weeping 


Chriſt ! 1 know his ſackcloth and aſhes are better than the fool's | 
laughter, which is like the crackling of thorns under a pot. But ; 
alas! we do rot harden our faces againſt the cold north ſtorms, # 
which blow upon Chriſt's fair face; we love well ſummer religion, 
and to be that which ſin hath made us, even as thin ſkinned as if 
we were made of White paper, and would fain be carried to hea- | 
ven in a Cloſe covered chariot, wiſhing from our hearts that } 
Chriſt would give us ſurety, and his hand write, and his ſeal for | 
nothing but a fair ſummer, until we be 1:nded in at heaven's | 
gates: how many of us have been here deceived, and fainted in 
the day of trial? amongſt you there are {ome of this ſtamp. 1 (hall : 
be ſorry if my acquaintance A. T. hath left you; I will not believe | 
he dare ſtay from Chriſt's fide. I deſire that ye ſhew him this from 
me; for I loved him once in Chriſt, neither can I change my mind 
| ſudden'y of him. But the truth is, that many of you, and too 


many alſo of your neighbour church of Scotland, have been like 


n tenant that ſitteth meal-free, and knoweth not his holding while 
hie rights be queſtioned : and now I am perſuaded, it axe aſk- | 
or we | 

have ſitten long meal-free; we found Chriſt without a wet foot; 

and hc, and his goſpel, came upon ſmall charges to our doors: | 
but now we muſt wet our feet to ſeek him: our evil manners, and | 
the bad faſhions of a people at eaſe from our youth, and like Moab, | 
not caſten from veſſel to veſſel, Jer. 48. 11. hath made us like | 
ſtanding waters, to gather a foul ſcum, and when we are jumbled | 
our dregs come up, and are ſcen : many take but half a grip of | 

Chriſt} and the wind bloweth them and Chriſt aſunder; indeed 

when the maſt is broken and blown in the lea. it is an art then to 


{wim upon Chriſt to dry land; it is even poſſible that the a | 


| ed at every one of us, on what terms we brook Chrifty 
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Epiſt. 3. LETTERS. 3 11 
of God in a hard trial, lay themſelves down, as hidden in the lee. 
(de of a buſh, while Chriſt their Maſter be taken, as Peter did; 
and lurk there, while the ſtorm be overpaſt: all of us know the 
way to a whole ſkin; and the ſingleſt heart that is hath a by-purſe 
that will contain the denial of Chriſt, and a fearful backſliding. 
0 how rare a thing is it to be loyal and honeſt to Chriſt, when 
he hath a controverſy with the ſhields of the earth, I wiſh all of 
you would conſider, that this trial is from Chriſt, it is come upon 
you unbought (indeed when we buy a temptation with our own 
money, no marvel that we be not eaſily free of it, and that God 
be not at our elbow to take it off our hand ;) this is Chriſt's ordi- 
nary houſe-fare that he makes uſe of, to try all the veſſeis of his 
houſe withal, and Chriſt now is about to bring his treaſure out 
before ſun and moon, and to tell his money, and in the telling to 
try what weight of gold, and what weight of watered copper is 
in his houſe, Do not now joak, or bow, or yield to your adver- 
faries in a hair-breadth : Chriſt and his truth will not divide; and 
his truth hath not latitude and breadth, that ye may take ſome of 
it, and leave other ſome of it; nay, the goſpel is like a ſmall hair, 
that hath no breadth, and will not clcave in two: it is not pollt- 
ble to twiſt and compound a matter betwixt Chriſt and Antichriſt ; 
and therefore, ye muſt either be for Chriſt, or ye muſt be againſt 
him. It was but man's wit, and the wit of P. and their god-father 
the Pope (that man without law) to put Chriſt, and his preroga- 
tives royal, and his truth, or the ſmalleſt nail-breadth of his latter- 
will, in the new kalendar of indifferences; and to make a blank 
of un · inked paper, in Chriſt's teſtament, that men may fill up; and 
lo ſnuffle the truth, and matters they call indifferent, thorow other; 
and ſpin both together, that Antichriſt's wares may ſell the better. 
This is but the device and forged dream of men, whoſe conſciences 
are made of ſtoutneſs, and have a throat, that a graven image, 
greater than the bounds of the kirk-door, would get free paſſage 
into: I am ſure, when Chriſt ſhall bring all out in our blacks and 
whites, at that day, when he ſhall cry down time, and the world, 
and when the glory of it ſhall ly in white aſhes, like a May flower 
cut down and having loſt the bloſſom, there {hall be few, yea none, 
that dare make any point, that toucheth the worſhip and honour 
ot our King and Law-giver, to be indifferent, O that this miſled 
and blindfolded world would fee, that Chriſt doth not riſe and fall, 
land or ly, by mens apprehenſions! What is Chriſtthe lighter, tha! 
men do with him by open proclamation, as men do with clipped 
and light money? they are now crying down Chriſt ſome grain 
weights, and ſome pounds or ſhillings, and they will have him ly 
or a penny or a pound, for one, or for an hundred, according as 
the wind bloweth from the eaſt or from the welt ; but the Lord 
bath weighed him, and ballanced him already; This is my be- 
1 | 1 love. 
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loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him ;* his worth 


and his weight ſtandeth ſtill, It is our part to cry, Up, up with 
Chriſt, and down, down with all created gloiy before him. O, 
tha: 1 could heighten him, and heighten his name, and heighten 
his throne ! I know, and am perſuaded, that Chriſt ſhall again be 
high, and great in this poor, withered, and ſun-burnt kirk of Scot. 
land; and that the ſparks of our fire ſhall flee over ſea, and round 
about, to warm you and other ſiſter· churches; and that this taber- 
nacle of David's houſe that is fallen, even the Son of David, his 
_ waſte places (hall be built again; and I know the priſon, croſſes, 
perſecutions, and trials of the two ſlain witneſſes, that are now 
dead and buried, Rev. xi. and of the faithtul profeſſors, have a 
back-door and back entry of eſcape; and that death aud hell, and 
the world, and tortures, ſhall all cleave and ſplit in twain, and 
give us free paſſage and liberty to go through them toll-free ; and 
we ſhall bring all God's good metal out of the furnace again, and 
leave behind us but our droſs, and our ſcum ; we may then before: 
hand proclaim Chriſt to be victorious, He is crowned King in 
moun Z on; God did put the crown upon his head, Pſal. ii. and 
who dare take it off again? Out of queſtion, he hath fore and 
grievors quarrels againſt his church: and therefore he is called, 
. Ha. xxx1. 9. He whole fire is in Zion, and whoſe furnace is in 
Jeruſalem.” But when he haih performed his work on mount 
Zion, all Zion's haters ſhall be as the hungry and thirſty man, 


that dreams he is cating and drinking, and behold when he awake | 


_ eneth, he is faint. and his foul empty: and this advantage we have 
| allo, that he will not bring before ſun and moon all the infirmi- 
ties of his wife; it is the modeſty of marriage, anger, or bul- 


band-wrath, that our {weet Lord Jeſus will not come with chi- 


ding to the ſtreets, to let all the world hear what is betwixt him 
and us; his ſweet glooms ſtay under roof, and that becau{e he is 
God. Two ſpecial things ye are to mind: 1. Try and make ſure 
your proteſſion ; that ye carry not empty lamps: alas, ſecurity, 
| ſecurity is the bane and the wreck of the moſt part of the world! 
Ob, how many proteſſors go with a golden luſtre, and gold-like 
before men (who are but witneſſes to our white ſkin) and yet are 
but baſtard and baſe metal! Conſider how fair before the wind ſome 


do ply with up ſails and white, even to the nick of illuminations? | 


_ Heb. vi. 5. © And taſting of the heavenly gift; and a ſhare and part 
of the holy Ghoſt ; and the taſiing of the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come: and yet this is but a falſe nick 


of renovation, and in a ſhort time ſuch are quickly broken upon | 


the rocks, and never fetch the harbour, but are ſtranded in the 


botton of hell. O make your heaven ſure, and try how ye come 


by converſion ; that it be not ſtolen goods, in a white and well 
luſtered profeſſion! A white ſkia aver old wounds maketh an un- 
„„ dercoaling 
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h dercoating conſcience: falſe under water not ſeen is dangerons, 
n and that is a leak and rift in the bottom of an enlightened conſci- 
), fl ence; often falling, and ſinning againſt light, Wo, wo is me, that 
n the holy proteſſion of Chriſt is made a ſtage garment by many to 
Xx bring home a vain fame: and Chriſt is made to ſerve mens ends: 
t. J this is, as it were, to ſtop an oven with a king's robes. Know, 
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d 2. Excellent men martyr and flay the body of fin in ſanctificd ſelf. e 

r- © denial, they ſhall never be Chriſt's martyrs and faithful witneſſes. A 
is oh if I could be maſter of that houſe idol, myfelf, my own, mine, 1 
6, my own will, wit, credit, and eaſe! How bleſſed were I! O but | * | 
vw © we have need to be redeemed from ourſelves, rather than from the | ili 
1 deril and the world! Learn to put out yourſelves, and to put in Me 


— 


d Chriſt for yourſelves : I ſhould make a ſweet bartering and niffer- 
ding, and give old for new, it I could ſhuffle out ſelf, and ſubſti- 
d me Chriſt my Lord in place of myſelf ; to ſay, Not I, but Chriſt; 
d not my will. but Chriſt's; not my eaſe, not my luſt, not my feck- 
+ © [fs credit, but Chriſt, Chriſt, But alas! in leaving ourſelves, in 
n © {ting Chriſt before our idol, (ſelf) we have yet a glaiked back- 
d look to our. old idol. O wretched idol, myſelf! when ſhall I fee 
d thee wholly decourted, and Chriſt wholly put in thy room? O if 
, J Chiſt, Chriſt had the full place and room of myſelf ! that all my 
n aims, purpoſes, thoughts and deſires, would coaſt and land upon 
t I Chriſt, and not upon myſelf | and howbcit we cannot attain to 
„ MY. this denial of me and mine; that we can ſay, I am not myſelf, 
- myſelf is not myſelf, mine own is no longer mine own; yet our 
e BI timing at this in all we do ſhall be accepted: for, alas, I think I I 
- ſhall die, but minting and aiming to be a Chriſtian : Is it not our I [li 
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comfort, that Chriſt the Mediator of the new covenant is come 
betwixt us and God in the buſineſs, ſo that green and young heirs, 
n I] the like of ſinners have now a tutor, that is God. And now, 6 
Cod be thanked, our ſalvation is bottomed on Chriſt; ſure 1 am, i: 
e | the bottom {hall never fall out of heaven and happineſs to us, I | 14 
„ would give over the bargain a thouſand times, were it not that _ $08 
Chriſt his free grace hath taken our ſalvation in hand. Pray, e 
pray, and contend with the Lord, for your ſiſter church; for it 

would appear, the Lord is about to aſk for his ſcattered ſneep, in 
the dark and cloudy day. O that it would pleaſe our Lord to ſet 
up again David's old waſted and fallen tabernacle in Scotland, that 1 
we might ſee the glory of the ſecond temple in this land. O that e 

my little heaven were wadſet, to redeem the honour of my Lord 1 
Jelus among Jews and Gentiles, Let never dew ly upon my 
branches, and let my poor flower wither at the root, ſo being 

Chriſt were enthroned, and his glory advanced in all the world, 
and eſpecially in theſe three kingdoms: but I know he hath no 

need of me; what can I add to him? but oh that he would cauſe 

his high and pure glory run through ſuch a foul channel as lam! 
5 . „ and 
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14 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Epiſt. 4. 
and howbeit he hath cauſed the bloſſom fall off my one poor joy, 
that was on this ſide of heaven, even my liberty to preach Chriſt 
to his people, yet I am dead to that now, ſo being he would hew 
and carve glory, glory for evermore, to my royal King, out of 
my filence and ſufferings. Oh that I had my fill of his love; but 
now ill manners make an ancouth and ſtrange bridegroom. 1 | 
iu treat you earneſtly for the aid of your prayers, for I forget not 
you; and I ſalute with my ſoul in Chriſt the faithful paſtors, and 
_ honourable and worthy profeſſors in that land. Now the God of | 
peace, that brought again our Lord Jeſus from the dead, the f 
oat Shepherd of the ſheep, by the blood of the everlaſting co- | 
venant, make you perfect in every good work, to do his will; 
working in you that which is well pleaſing in his ſight. Grace, 
race be with you. e 5 
Alerdten, Feb. 4. Yours in his fweeteft Lord efus, 
„„ 1 N R. 4 
..... TTT 
4. To the truly noble and eleft Lady, my Lady VISCOUN- ? 
1 5 T ESS of KENMURE. Ly 4 
Able and elect Lady, - ; ÿk 
Tat honour that J have prayed for theſe ſixteen years, with 
ſubmiſſion to my Lord's will, my kind Lord hath now be- 


ſtowed upon me; even to ſuffer for my royal and princely King | | 


}-fus, and for his kingly crown, and the freedom of his kingdom 
that his Father hath given him. The forbidden lords have ſen- 
tenced me with deprivation, and confinement within the town of 
Aberdeen, I am charged in the king's name, to enter againſt the 
. twentieth day of Auguſt next, and there to remain during the | 
kiug's pleaſure, as they have given it ont. Howbeit Chriſt's green 
crols, newly laid upon me, be ſomewhat heavy, while I call to 
ind the many fair days, ſweet and comfortable to my ſoul, and | 
te the ſouls of many others, and how young ones in Chriſt are 
piucked from the breaſt, and the inheritance of God laid waſte; | 
at that ſweet-ſme'led and perfumed croſs of Chriſt is accompanied 
with {weet refreſhment, with the kiſſes of a King, with the joy | 
of the Holy Ghoſt, with faith that the Lord hears the ſighing of 
a pritoner, with undoubted hope, (as ſure as my Lord liveth) al- 
ier this night to ſee daylight, and Chriſt's ſky to clear up again 
upon me, and his poor kirk, and that in a ſtrange land, amongſt 
itrange faces: he will give favour in the eyes of men to his poor 
oppꝛreſſed ſervant, who do not but love that lovely one, that 
_ princely one, Jeſus the comforter of his ſoul. All would be well, | 
ic I were free of old challenges for guiltineſs, and for neglect in 
my calling, and for ſpeaking too little for my Well-beloved's crown, 
honour, and kingdom, Oh for a day in the allembly of the my 
CEN 10 . 
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toadvocate for King Jeſus ! If my Lord go on now to quarrels alſo, 

| die, I cannot endureit : but I look for peace from him; becauſe 
he knoweth I do bear mens feud, but I do not bear his fend. This 
js my only exerciſe, that I fear I have done little good in my mi- 
diſtry: but I dare not but ſay, Tloved the bairns of the wedding- 
chamber, and prayed for, and deſired the thriving of the marri- 


ape, and coming of his kingdom. I apprehend no leſs than 


judgment upon Galloway ; and that the Lord ſhall viſit this whole 
pation, for the quarrel of the covenant. But what can be laid 
vpon me, or any the like of me, is too light for Chriſt ; Chriſt do 
bear more, and would bear death and burning quick, in his weak 
ſervants, even for this honourable cauſe, that I now ſuffer for, 
Yet for all my complaints (and he knoweth that I dare not now 
diſemble) he was never ſweeter and kinder than he is now; one 
kils now is ſweeter than ten long ſince; ſweet, ſweet is his croſs ; 
light, light and eaſy is his yoke. O whata ſweet ſtep were it up 
to my Father's houſe, through ten deaths, for the truth and cauſe 
of that unknown, and ſo not half well loved plant of renown, 
the- man called the Branch, the chief among ten thouſands, the 
faireſt among the ſons of men! O what unſeen joys, how many 
hidden heart-burnings of love are in the remnants of the ſufferings 
of Chriſt !. My dear worthy Lady, I give it to your Ladyſhip under 
my hand, (my heart- writing, as well as my hand) welcome, welcome, 
ſweet, ſweet, and glorious croſs of Chriſt ; welcome ſweet Jeſus, 
with thy light croſs, thcu haſt now gained and gotten all my love 
from me, keep what thou haſt gotten. Only, wo, wo is me, for 
my bereft flock, for the lambs of Jeſus, that I fear ſhall be fed 
with dry breaſts ; but I ſpare now. Madam, I dare not promiſe 
to ſee your Ladyſhip, becauſe of the little time I have allotted me, 
and I purpoſe to obey the king, who hath power over my body; 
and rebellion to kings is unbeſceming Chriſt's miniſters. Be pleaſed 
to acquaint my Lady Mary with my eaſe: I will look, your La- 
dyſhip and that good Lady will be mindful to God of the Lord's 
priſoner, not for my cauſe, but for the goſpel's ſake. Madam, biud 
me more (if more can be) to your Ladyſhip: and write thanks 
to you brother, my Lord of Lorge, for what he hath done for me, 


apoor unknown ſtranger to his Lordſnip, I ſhall pray for him and 


his houſe, while I live: it is his honour to open his mouth in the 
ſireets for his wronged and oppreſſed Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. Now, 
Madam, commending your Ladyſhip, aud the ſweet child to the 
tender mercies of mine own Lord Jeſus, and his good will whe 
welt in the buſh; Ireſt 
Edinburgh, July 28, Nuts, in his un ſweeteſt = 
3 EK Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
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5. To the Noble and 
; b | KENMURE, 


My very hmourable and dear T.adyſhip, . 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I cannot forget your 
AI Ladyltip, "and that ſweet child, I defire to hear what the 
Lord is doing to you and Rim: to write to me were charity; [ 
cannot but write to my ff. iends, that Chriſt hath tryſted me in A. 
kerdecn ; and my adverſarics have ſent me here to be feuſt d with 
iove-banquets, with my royal, high, high, and princely King je. 
ſus. Madam, why ſhould I ſmother Chriſi's honeſty ? I dare not 
conceal his goodneis to my foul; he looked fram'd and uncouth- 
like upon me, when I came firſt here; but I believe himſelf better 
than his looks: I ſhall not again quarrel Chriſt for a gloom, now 


he hath taken the maſk off his face, and faith, Kiſs thy fill; and 
what can I have more, while I get great heaven in my little arms? 


1) how ſweet are the ſuffcrings of Chriſt for Chriſt ! God forgive 
hem that raiſe an ill report upon the ſweet Croſs of Chriſt; it is 
hut our weak and dim eyes that look but to the black ſide, that 
makes us miſtake: thoſe who can take that crabbed tree hand- 
ſomely upon their back, and faſten it on cannily, ſhall find it ſuch 


a burden as wings unto a bird, or fails to a thip. Madam, rue 


not of your having choſen the better part: upon my ſalvation, 
this is Chriſt's truth I now ſuffer for; if I found but cold comfort 
in my ſufferings, I would not bepuile others, I would have told 
you plainly; but the truth is, Chriſt's crown, his ſcepter, and the 
treedom of his kingdom, is that which is now called in queſtion : 
Decauſe we will not allow that Chriſt pays tribute, and bea vaſſal 
o the ſhields of the carth, therefore the ſons of our mother are 
angry at us. But it becometh not Chriſt to hold any man's ſtir- 
up: it were a {weet and honourable death, to die for the honour 
of that royal and princely King Jeſus: this love is a myſtery to 
the world: I would not have believed that there was ſo much in 
Chriſt as there is: Come and fee, maketh Chriſt ro be known in 
his excellency and glory. I with all this nation knew how {wect 
his breath is; it is little to fee Chriſt in a book, as men do the 
world in a card: they talk of Chriſt by the book, and the tongue, 
and no more; but to come nigh Chriſt, and hauſſe him, and em- 
race him, is another thing. Madam, TI write to your honour, 

for your encouragement is that honourable profeſſion Chriſt hath 
Honoured you with: ye have gotten the ſunny ſide of the brae, 
and the beſt of Chriſt's good things; he hath not given you the 
baſtard's portion; and howbeit ye get ſtrokes and four looks from 
Jour Lord, yet believe his love more than your own feeling, for 
this world can take nothing from you that is truly W 

by : | 1 8 cal 


Chriſtian Lady, the VISCOUNTESS & | 
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„ LETTERS. „ 
lath can do you uo wrong: your rock doth not ebb and flow, 
but your fea: that which Chriſt hath ſaid he will bide by it; he 
vl be your tutor; you ſhall not get your charters of heaven to 
iy you with: it is good that ye have Joſt your credit with 
1iſt, and that Lord Freewill ſhall not be your tutor: Chriſt 
lippen the taking of you to heaven, neither to yourſelf, nor 


ny deputy, but only to himſelf ; bleſſed be your tutor: when 


wur head ſhall appear, your Br id-groom and Lord, your day 
ll then dawn, and it ſhall never have an afternoon.” nor an e- 
ning ſhadow. Let your child be Chriſt's, let him ſtay beſide 
ſon, as the Lord's pledge, that you ſhall willingly render again, 
{God will. Madam, I find folks here kind to me, but in the 
wht, and under their breath; 
to the crown of the cauſeway; others are kind according to their 
fiſhion: many think me a ſtrange man, and my cauſe not good ; 
but I care not much for man's thoughts or approbation ; I think 
10 ſhame of the croſs. The preachers of this town pretend preat 
ore, but the P. have added to the reſt this gentle cruelty (tor jo 
they think of it) to diſcharge me of the pulpits of this town. 
The people murmur, and cry out againſt it; and to ſpeak truly 
gzowbeit Chriſt is moſt indulgent to me otherwiſe, yet) my {t- 
ence on the Lord's day keeps me from being exalted above mea- 
ure, and from ſtartling in the heat of my Lord's love. Some 
people affect me; for the which canſe, I hear the preachers here 
purpoſe to have my confinement changed to another place; o 
cold is northern love: but Chriſt and I will bear it. I have wreſt- 


led long with this fad filence : I faid, What aileth Chriſt at my 
bevice and my foul hath been at a pleading with Chriſt, 2nd at 


yea and nay; but I will yield to bim, providing my ſuffering n may 
preach more than my tongue did; for { gave not Chrilt an inch, 
out for twice as good again: in a word, I 2m a fool, and he is 
God. I will hold my peace hereafter. 


s mindful of your Ladj{tip. Remember my obliged obedience 
to my good Lzdy Marr. 
ud pray bleitings to your ſweet d bild. 

Aberdeen, Moy . 22, Yours in all dntiful obedience þ in 
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6. To the Right Homurable and Cbriſfian La :dy, my Lady V1S- 


COU? NT ES of 6 ENMURE, 
Madam, 


J Race, mercy « and pear: e be to you. I rece! ined Jour Lady 


ſhip's! etter, it refr 10 dq me in \ my heavinefs: the bleſling 


ad prayers 5 a priſoner of Chriſt come upon you. Since m: 
3 * 7 domino 


my maſter's cauſe may not come 


Let me hear from jour 
Lady up, and your dear child: pray for a priſoner of Chriſt, who 


Grace, grace be with you, I write, 
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8 Mr, RUTHERFOORDs pit. 6 
coming hither, Galloway ſent me not a line, except what my 
brother Earlſtoun and his ſon did write; I cannot get my papers 


tranſported: but, Madam, I want not kindneſs of one who hath 


the gate of it, Chriſt (if he had never done more for me ſince 1 
was born) hath engaged my heart, and gained my bleſſing, in this | 
| houſe of my pilgrimage. It pleafeth my Well-beloved to dine 
with a poor priſoner, and the King's ſpikenard caſteth a fragrant 
ſmell: nothing grieveth me but that I eat my feaſts alone, and 
that I cannot edify Eis ſaints: O that this nation knew what is | 
betwixt him and me; none would ſkar at the croſs of Chriſt! My | 
filence cats me up; but he hath told me he thanketh me no leſs, 
than if I were preaching daily; he ſees how gladly I would be at it; 
and therefore my wages are.going to the fore up in heaven, as if! 
were ſtill preaching Chriſt. Captains pay duly bedfaſt ſoldiers, 
howbcit they do not march, nor carry armour; * Though lirael 
be not gathered, yet fhall I be glorious in the eyes of my Lord, 
and my Lord ſhall be my ſtrength,” Iſa. xlix. 5. my garland, ? 
The baniſhed miniſter, (the term of Aberdeen) aſhameth me not: 
[ have ſeen the white fide of Chriſt's croſs; how lovely hath he 
been to his oppreſſed ſervant? Pſal. cxlvi 7, 8, 9. The Lord 
executeth judgment for the oppreſſed ; he giveth food to the hun- 


„ gry: the Lord looſeth the priſoner; the Lord raiſeth them that | 


are bowed down; the Lord preſerveth the ſtranger.” If it were 
come to exchanging of croſſes I would not exchange my crofs with | 
any: I am well pleaſed with Chriſt, and he with me; I hope none | 
{hall hear us. It is true, for all this I get my meat with many | 
ſtrokes, and am ſeven times a day up and down, and am often 
anxious and caſt down for the caſe of my oppreſſed brother; yet 
1 hope the Lord will be ſurety for his ſervant. But now, upon | 
ſome weak, very weak, experience, Iam come to love a rumbling 
and raging devil beſt; ſeeing we muſt have a devil to hold the | 
ſaints waking, 1 wiſh a cumberſome devil, rather than a fecure | 
and ſleeping one. At my firſt coming hither, I took the dorts | 
at Chriſt, and took up a ſtomach againſt him; I ſaid he had caſt | 
me over the dyke of the vineyard like a dry tree; but it was his | 
mercy, 1 fee, that the fire did not burn the dry tree: and now, as | 
it wy Lord Jeſus had done that fault and not] (who belied wy | 
Lord) he hath made the firſt mends, and he ſpake not one word 
againſt me; but he hath come again, and quickned my 1 oul with 
his preſcuce: nay, now! think the very annuity and caſualties of 
the croſs of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, and theſe comforts that ac- 
company it, better than the world's ſet rent. O how manyrich | 
oft-tallings are in my King's houſe! I am perſuaded, and dare 
pawn my falvation on it, that it is Chriſt's truth I now ſuffer for; 
know his comforts are no dreams; he would not put his ſeal ou 
blank paper, nor deceive his afflicted ones that truſt ip 5 tip 
a 145 


go in at heaven's gates, and your book in your hand, ſtill learning: 
you have had your large ſhare of troubles, and a double portion 
þut it ſaith your Father counteth you not a baſtard ; full-bego:- 


ten bairns are nurtured, Heb, xii I long to hear of the child, I 
write the bleſſings of Chriſt's priſoner and the mercies of God to 
him : let him be Chriſt's and yours betwixt you, but let Chriſt be 


whole play-maker ; let him be the lender, and ye the borrower, 
not an owner. Madam, it is not long ſince I did write to your 
Lidyſhip that Chriſt is keeping mercy for you; and I bide by it 
ſtill, and now I write it under my hand: love him dearly ; win in 
toſee him; there is in him, that which you never ſaw ; he is ay 
nigh, he is a tree of life, green and bloſſoming, both ſummer and 
winter: there is a nick in Chriſtianity, to the which whoſoever 


cometh, they ſee and feel more than others can do. I invite you 
of new to come to him: Come and fee, will ſpeak better things of 
him, than I can do: come nearer will ſay much: God thought 
never this world a portion worthy of you: he would not even you 


to a gift of dirt and clay: nay, he will not give you Eſau's por- 
tion ; but reſerves the inheritance of Jacob for you : are ye not 


well married now? have you not a good Huſband now? My heart 

cannot expreſs what ſad nights J have for the virgin daughter of 
my people: wo is me, for our time is coming. Ezck. vii. 10, 
' Bchold the day, behold it is come, the morning hath gone forth, 


the rod hath bloſſomed, pride hath budded, violence is riſen up in 


a rod of wickedneſs, the ſun is gone down upon our prophets.” A 
dry wind upon Scotland, but neither to fan nor cleanſe : but out 
of all queſtion, when the Lord hath cut down his foreſt, the af- 


ter growth of Lebanon ſhall flouriſh, * They ſhall plant vines in 
our mountains, and a cloud ſhall yet fill the temple.” Now the 
bleſſing of our deareſt Lord Jeſus, and the bleſſing of him that is 


ſeparate from his brethren, come upon you. 
Aberdeen. Toursat Aberdeen, the priſoner 


o 


5 T ESS of KENMURE. 
Madam, EE; 25 


looked for, ſhall at length blow in Chriſt's ſails in this land: but 
I wonder if Jeſus be not content to ſuffer more yet in his mem- 
bers and cauſe, and beauty of his houſe, rather than he ſhould 
not be avenged upon this land. I hear many worthy men (who 
ls more in the Lord's dealing 


Epift. 9. VVV 
Ladyſhip wrote to me, that ye are an ill ſcholar : Madam, ye muß 


S c 


7. To the Honourable and truly Noble Lady, The VISCOU N- 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I loag to 
hear from you. 1 am here waiting if a good wind, long- 


„than I can take up with my dim 
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. Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 8 
ſight) are of a contrary mind, and do believe the Lord is coming 
home again to his houſe in Scotland: I hope he is on his Journey 
that way; yet I look not but that he ſhall feed this land with 
their own blood, before he eſtabliſh his throne amongſt us, 1 
know your honour is not looking after things herenway 3 Je have 
no great cauſe to think, that your ſtock and principal is under 
the roof of theſe viſible heavens; and I hope ye would think 
yourſelf a beguiled and cozened ſoul, if it were ſo. would be 
ſorry to counſel your Ladyſhip to make a covenant with time, and 
this life; but rather deſire you to hold in fair generals, and far off 
from this ill- founded haven, that is on this ſide of the water. I. 
Ipeaketh ſomewhat, when our Lord bloweth the bloom off ou 
daft hopes in this life, and loppeth the branches of 'our worldly 
joys well nigh the root, on purpoſe that they ſhould not thrive, 
Lord, fpill my foo!'s heaven in this life, that I may be faved tor 
ever. A fortciture of the ſiints part of the yolk and marrow ot 
ihort laughing happineſs worldly, is not ſuch a real evil as our 
indeed eyes do conceive, I am thinking long now for ſome deli- 
verance, more than before; but I know I am in an error: it is pot- 
fible I am not come to that meaſure of trial, that the Lord is ſeck- 
ing in bis work: if my friends in Galloway would effectually do 
for my deliverance, 1 would exceedingly rejoice; but 1 know not 
but the Lord hath a way, whereof he will be the only reaper of 
praiſes. Let me know with the bearer, how the child is. The 
Lord be his tutor, and your only comforter. There is nothing 
here where I am, but profanity and athciſm. Grace, grace be wid 
your Ladyſhip. _ TE 2 Ee ” 
Aberdeen, Feb. 13. Yeur Ladyſhij's at all obliged 
e org obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 
ess Dc. F 70 
& To the N:ble and Chriftiaa Lady, the VISCOUNT ESS 
85 „ CE Go 
adam, | „„ „ 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I would not omit the 
8 occaſion to write to your Lady ſhip with the bearer. I an 
glad the child is well; God's ſavour, even in the eyes of men, be 
icen upon bim. I hope your Ladyſhip is thinking upon thei 
jad and wotul days whercin we now live; when our Lord, in 
Mis righteous judgment, is ſending the kirk the gate ſhe is going, 
io Rome's brothel houſe, to ſeck a lover of her own, ſecing ſhe 
hath given up with Chriſt her huſband, O what ſweet comfort, 
what rich ſalvation is laid up for thoſe, who had rather waſh and 
rol] their garments in their own blood, than break out from Chril 
by apoſtaly! Keep yourſelf in the love of Chriſt, and ſtand far 
back from the poilations of the world: fide not with theſe = 
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Epilt. 8. 5 3 
and hold from coming nigh the ſigns of a conſpiracy with thoſe 
that are now come out againſt Chriſt; that ye may be one kept 
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for Chriſt only. 1 know your Ladyſhip thinketh upon this, and 
how you may be humbled for yourſelf and this backſliding land; 


for [ avouch, that wrath from the Lord is gone out againſt Scot- 


nd. I think ay the longer the better of my royal and worthy 
Maſter : he is become a new welbeloved to me now, in renewed 
confolations, by the preſence of the Spirit of grace and glory. 
Chrilt's garments ſmell of the powder of the merchant, when he 
comzth out of his ivory chambers : O his perfumed face, his fair 
face, his lovely and kindly kiſſes, have made me a poor priſoner 
ſee, there is more to be had of Chriſt in this life, than 1 believed. 
We think all is but a little earneſt, a four: hours, a ſmall taſting, 


we have, or is to be had in this life; (which is true, compared 
with the inheritance) but yet I know, it is more, it is the king- 


dom of God within us, Wo, wo is me, that I have not ten 
loves for that one Lord Jeſus; and that love failath, and driveth 
up in loving him; and that I find no way to ipend my love de- 
fires, and the yolk of my heart, upon that faireſt and deareſt one: 
| am far behind with my narrow heart. O how cbb a foul have 
to take in Chriſt's love! for, let worlds be multiplied according 
to angels underſtanding, in millions, while they weary themſclves; 
theſe worlds would not contain the thouſandth part of his love. 
O if I could yoke in amongſt the thick of angels, and ſeraphims, 


and now glorified ſaints, and could riſe a new love-ſong of Chritt, 


before all the world! I am pained with wondering at new-opened 


treaſures in Chriſt : if every finger, member, bone, and joint, 
were a torch burning in the hotteſt fire in hell, I would they could 


all ſend out love. praiſes, high ſongs of praiſe for evermore, to that 
plant of renown, to that royal and high Prince, Jeſus my Lord: 


but alas! his love ſwelleth in me, and findeth no vent; alas! 
what can a dumb priſoner do or ſay for him? O for an engine to 


write a book of Chriſt and his love! nay, I am left of him bound, 


and chained with his love; I cannot find a looſed foul to lift up 


his praiſes, and give them out to others. But oh my day light 


hath thick clouds; I cannot ſhine in his praiſes, I am often like 
a (hip plying about to ſeek the wind; I fail at great leiſure; and 


cannot be blown upon that lovelieſt Lord: oh if I couid turn my 


fails to Chriſt's right airth; and that I had my heart's wiſhes of 
his love! But, I but marr his praiſes ; nay, I know no compiriſon 


of what Chriſt is, and what his worth is: all the angels, and all 
the glorified, praiſe him not ſo much as in halves; who can ad- 
vance him, or utter all his praiſes? I want nothing; unknowu 
faces favour me; enemies muſt ſpeak good of the truth; my 
Maſter's cauſe purchaſeth commendations. The hopes of my 


enlargement, from appearances, are cold: my faith hach no bed 


j 


7 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs 
fight) are of a contrary mind, and do believe the Lord is coming 
home again to his houſe in Scotland: I hope he is on his journey 


that way; yet I look not but that he ſhall teed this Jand with 
their own blood, before he eſtablith his throne amongſt us, ] 
know your Þonour is not looking after things Rereaway ; ye have 
no great cauſe to think, that your ſtock and principal is under 


the roof of theſe viſible heavens; and I hope ye would think 
_ yourſelf a beguiled and cozened foul, if it were ſo, I would be 
ſorry to counſel your L2dyſhip to make a covenant with time, and 


this life; but rather deſire you to hold in fair generals, and far off 


from this i!!-founded haven, that is on this ſide of the water. It 
| tpeaketh ſomewhat, when our Lord bloweth the bloom off our 


daft hopes in this life, and loppeth the branches of our worldly 
joys well nigh the root, on purpoſe that they ſhould not thrive, 


Lord, ſpill my fool's heaven in this life, that I may be faved for 


ever. A fortciture of the ſiints part of the yolk and marrow of 


ort laughing happineſs worldly, is not ſuch a real evil as our 


linded eyes do conceive, I am thinking long now for ſome deli- 


verance, more than before; but I know am in an error: it is pol 
iibk Jam not come to that meaſure of trial, that the Lord is ſcck- 
ing in bis work: if my friends in Galloway would effectually do 


for my deliverance, 1 would exceedingly rejoice ; but I know not 
but the Lord hath a way, whereof he will be the only reaper of 
praiſes, Let me know with the bearer, how the child is. The 
Lord be his tutor, and your only comforter. There is nothing 
here whereT am, but profanity and athciſm. Grace, grace be with 


Pour Ladyſhip. 


Aberdeen, Feb. 13. Your Lady ſbię 'i at allobliged 
1637. b bedience in (hriſt, S. R. 
res 9 . dae 5 
2. To the Meble and Chriſtian Lady, the VISCOUNTESS 
f KENMURE. . 8 
Madam, | | 9 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I would not omit the 
8 occaſion to write to your Lady ſhip with the bearer. I am 
glad the child is well; God's ſavour, even in the eyes of men, be 
icen upon him. I kope your Ladyſhip is thinking upon thc 


Jad and wotul days whercin we now live; when our Lord, in 


his righteous judgment, is ſending the kirk the gate ſhe is going, 
io Rome's brothel houſe, to ſeck a lover of her own, fecing (he 
hath given up with Chriſt her huſband. O what {ſweet comfort, 
what rich ſalvation is laid up for thoſe, who had rather waſh and 
roll their parments in their own blood, than break cut from Chrill 


by apoſtaly! Keep yourſelf in the love of Chriſt, and ſtand far 


back from the polluticns of the world: fide not with GY 
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and hold from coming nigh the ſigns of a conſpiracy with thoſe 
that are now come out againſt Chriſt; that ye may be one kept 
for Chriſt only. 1 know your Ladyſhip thinketh upon this, and 
how you may be humbled for yourſelf and this backſliding land; 
for [ avouch, that wrath from the Lord is gone out againſt Scot- 
and, I think ay the longer the better of my royal and worthy 


Maſter : he is become a new welbeloved to me now, in renewed. 
confolations, by the preſence of the Spirit of grace and glory. 


Chriſt's garments ſmell of the powder of the merchant, when he 
cometh out of his ivory chambers : O his perfumed face, his fair 


face, his lovely and kindly kiſſes, have made me a poor priſoner 


ſee, there is more to be had of Chriſt in this life, than 1 believed. 
We think all is but a little earneſt, a four- hours, a ſmall taſting, 


we have, or is to be had in this life; (which is true, compared 


with the inheritance) but yet I know, it is more, it is the king- 
dom of God within us, Wo, wo is me, that I have not ten 
loves for that one Lord Jeſus; and that love failath, and driverh 


up in loving him; and that I find no way to ipend my love de- 


fires, and the yolk of my heart, upon that faireſt and dcareſt one: 


| am far behind with my narrow heart. O how ebb a ſoul have 


to take in Chriſt's love! for, let worlds be multiplicd according 
to angels underſtanding, in millions, while they weary themſclves; 


theſe worlds would not contain the thouſandth pait of his love. 


0 if I could yoke in amongſt the thick of angels, and ſeraphims, 
and now glorified ſaints, and could riſe a new love-long of Chriſt, 
before all the world! I am pained with wondering at new-opened 
treaſures in Chriſt : if every finger, member, bone, and joint, 
were a torch burning in the hotteſt fire in hell, I would they could 
all ſend out love. praiſes, high ſongs of praiſe for evermore, to that 


plant of renown, to that royal and high Prince, jeſus my Lord: 
but alas! his love ſwelleth in me, and findeth no vent; alas! 


What can a dumb priſoner do or ſay for him? O for an engine to 


write a book of Chriſt and his love! nay, I am left of him bound, 
and chained with his love; I cannot find a looſed foul to lift up 


his praiſes, and give them ont to others. But oh my day light 
hath thick clouds; I cannot ſhine in his praiſes, I am often like 
a ſhip plying about ro ſeek the wind; I fail at great lcifure, and 
cannot be blown upon that lovelieſt Lord: oh it I could turn my 
fails to Chriſt's right airth; and that I had my heart's wiſhes of 
his love! But, I but marr his praiſes ; nay, I know no compirilon 


of what Chriſt is, and what his worth is: all the angels, and all 


the glorificd, praiſe him not ſo much as in halves; who can ad- 


ance him, or utter all his praiſes? I want nothing; unknowns 


faces favour me; enemies muſt ſpeak good of the truth; my 
Maſter's cauſe purchaſeth commendations. The hopes of my 


enlargement, from appearances, are cold: my faith hach no bed 
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to ſieep upon, but omnipotency. The good will of the Lord 

and his ſweeteſt preſence, be with you and that child. Grace and 
ace be yours. . 5 . | 
Aberdeen, 1637. Your Ladyſbip's in all dutv, in kit 


9. To the Right Honourable and Chriftian- Lady, The VIS. | 


COUNTESS of KENMURE | 
 Madim, . 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I would 
I not omit to write a line with the Chriſtian bearer, one in 
von Ladyſhip's own caſe, driven near to Chriſt, in and by her af. 

- fiction, I wiſh that my friends in Galloway forget me not; ; 
however it be, Chriſt is ſo good, that I will have no other tutor, 
{1ppoſe I could have wail and choice of ten thouſand beſide. 1 | 
think now five hundred heavy hearts for him too little. I wiſh 
_ Chriſt, now weeping, ſuffering. and contemned of men, were more 
gear and deſirable to many ſouls than he is: I am ſure, if the ſaints 
wanted Chriſt's croſs, ſo profitable and fo ſweet, they might, for 
the gain and glory of it, wiſh it were lawful, either to buy or 
borrow his croſs; but it is a mercy that the ſaints have it laid io 
their hand for nothing; for I know no ſweeter way to heaven, 
than through free grace, and hard trials together ; and one of | 
theſe cannot well want another. O that time would poſt taſter, $ 
and haſten our looked-for communion with that faireſt, faireſt a- 
mong the ſons of men! O that the day would favour us, and | 
come, and put Chriſt and us in other's arms? I am ſure a few | 
years will do our turn, and the ſoldier's hour glaſs will ſoon run 
out. Madam, look to your lamp, and look for your Lord's com- 
ing, and let your heart dwell aloof from that child. Chriſt's jea- | 
_ louſy will not admit two equal loves in your Ladyſhip's heart; | 


he muſt have one, and that the greateſt ; a littie one to a creature 


may, and muſt ſuffice a ſoul married to him. Your Maker is 
pour Huſband, Ia, liv. I would wiſh you well, and my obliga- 
tions theſe many years bygone ſpeak no leſs to me ; but more I | 
can neither wiſh, nor pray, nor deſire for to your Ladyihip, than 
Chriſt ſingled and wailed out from all created good things; o 
Chriſt, howbcit wet in his own blood, and wearing a crown of | 
thoras. I am ſure, the ſaints, at their beſt, are but ſtrangers to 


the weight and worth of the incomparable ſweetneſs of Chrift, 
He is lo new, ſo freſh in excellency, every day of new, to thoſe 


that ſearch more and more in him, as if heaven could furniſh us as 


many new Chriſts (if I may ſpeak ſo) as there are days betwixt 


him and us, and yet he is one and the ſame. Oh we love an un: 
uon lover, when we love Chriſt ! Let me hear how the child is 


evaly 


Sweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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0 
every way; the prayers of a priloner of Chriſt be upon him- 
Grace for evermore, even while glory perfect it, be with your 
Ladyſhip. 
Aberdeen, 1637. 


rare in bis ho fac Lord 
7 80 as, 


of K E NMUR E. 
Madam, 


N Otwithſtanding the great haſte of the bearer, I would 


bleſs your Ladyſhip in paper, deſiring, that ſince Chriſt 
hath ever envied, that the world ſhould have your love by bim, 
that ye give yourſelf out for Chriſt, and that ye may be for no o- 
ther. 1 know none worthy of you but Chriſt. 
either ſuffering for Chriſt, and this is either the ſure and goo 
way, or I have done with heaven, and will never ſee God's tac: 
(which, 1 bleſs bim, cannot be.) I write my bleſſing to th. 
ſweet child, that ye have borrowed from God; he is no heritag 
to you, but a loan; love him as folks do borrowed things. My 
heart is heavy for you. They ſay the kirk of Chriſt hath neither 


ſon, nor heir; and therefore her enemies ſhall poſſeſs her; bu! I 


know ſhe is not that ill friended, her Huſband is her heir, aud ſhe 
his heritage. If my Lord would be pleaſed, I would defire ſome 


were dealt with, for my return to Anwoth ; but if that never be, 
thank God, Anwoth is not heaven, preaching i is not Chriſt, [ 


hope to wait on. Let me hear how the child is, and your Lady- 


 fiip's mind and hopes of him; for it woul1eife my heart to know 


that he is well. I am in good terms with Chriſt; but oh my 
puiltineſs! yet he bringeth not pleas betwixt him and me to the 
ſtreets, and before the ſun, 
jour Ladyſhip., 
Aberdeen, 1637. "Tu our Ladyſtip s at ll cbedience in 
| . | Chriſt, 8. N. 


cee e —— ease — 
Il. T6 the Right Honourable _ Coriftian La. — My. TP. 
VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. | 


Manas, 
RA 0 E, mercy and peace to you: 
your letters. 
the iſſues from death, hath been gracious to that fweert child: J 
do not, I do not forget him and you. Ladyſhip in my prayers. 


Madam, for your own cafe, 1 ove care ul, and withal doing com- 
Plaints of want of practice; becauſe 1 obſerve many, who think 
holineſs enough to complaia and ict themiclves af nothing. as if 


_ fs 
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Madam, I an 
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© ;-Epitt, 17. 
to , Tam ſick, would cure them; they think Ince good 
cha m for guiltineſs. I hope you are wreſtling and ſtruggling on, 
„is dead age, wherein folks have loſt tongue, and legs, and 
2:03, for Chriſt. I urge upon you, Madam, a nearer communion 


with Chriſt, and a growing communion. There are curtains to 
be drawn by, in Chriſt, that we never ſaw, and new foldings of 


love in him. I deſpair that ever I ſhall win to the far end of that 
love, there are ſo many plies in it. Therefore dig deep; and 
fweat, and labour, and take pains for him; and ſet by ſo much 
time in the day for him as you can: he will be won with labour, 
[, his exiled priſoner, ſought him, and he hath rued upon me, and 
hath made a moan for me, as he doth for his own, Jer. XXXI. 20, 
1':, wv. 11. and I know not what to do with Chriſt, his love 
f1-:51:deth and ſurchargeth me. I am burdened with it, but 
O how iweet and lovely is that burden! I do not keep it within 
we: aa ſo in love with his love, that if his love were not in her- 
ven, 1 would be unwilling to go there. O what weightng and 


ling is in Chriſt's love! I fear nothing now fo much as | 
8 | 8 | 
deln hing of Chriſt's croſs, and the love-ſhowers that accom- 


nan” it, I wonder what he meaneth to put ſuch a Have at the 
5011 -hrad, at his own elbow, O that I ſhould lack my black 
month to ſuch a fair, fair, fair face as Chriſt ! but dare not refuſe 


to be loved; the cauſe is not in me why hehath looked upon me, 


and loved me, for he got neither budd nor hire of me, it coſt me 


nothing, it is good cheap love. O the many pound weights of his 


love, under which I am ſweetly preſſed! Now, Madam, I per. 
uad you, the greateſt part but play with Chriſtianity, they put 
t by hand eaſily, I thought it had been an caly thing to be a 
Zhriſtian, and that to ſeck God had been at the next door; but 
»h the windings, the turnings, the ups and the downs, that 
ne hath led me through; and I ſee yet much way to the foord: 
de ſpeaketh with my reins in the night ſeaſon ; and in the morn- 
og, when I awake, I find his Jove-arrows, that he ſhot at me, 
ticking in my heart: who will help me to praiſe ? who will come 
lift with me, and jet on high his great love? and yet I find, that 
2 ſire-faught of challenges will come in at midſummer, and quet- 


ion mc; but it is only to keep a ſinner in order. As for friends, 


i hal} not think the world to be the world, if that well go not 
Irn. 1 truſt in God to uſe the world, as a canny or cunning 
naſter doth a knave-ſervant (at leaſt God give me grace to do 10) 
ie giveth him no handing or credit, only he inſtructeth him 
with common crrands, wherein he cannot play the knave. | pra} 
od, I may not give this world credit of my joys, and comforts, 
and confidence: that were to put Chriſt out of his office: na, 


counſel you, Madam, from a little experience, let Chriſt keep i” 


vrcat ſeal, and entruſt him fo, as to hang your veſſels ha =] 
es EE 5 mall, 
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Epiſt. 1 2. LETTERS 20 
ſnall, and pin your burdens upon the nail faſtened in David's 
kouſe, Iſa. xxii, 23. Let me not be well, if ever hey pet the tu- 
toring of my comforts: away, away with irreſponial tutors, that 
would play me a flip, and then Chriſt would lvgh at me, and ſay, 
Well wared, try again c'er ye truſt. Now wo is me, for my 
whoriſh mother, the church of Scotland; oh who will bewail her 
Now the prefence of the great angel of the coveuant be with you 
and that ſweet chid. „„ 5 
Aberdeen, March 7. Mur, in hi s fweet Lord | 
1637. V 
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12. To the Right Honourablè and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady K E. 
| MURE. £ 
Midam, | | 
r T Pon the offered opportunity of this worthy bearer. I could 
not omi: to anfwer the heads of your letter. 1ſt; I think 
not much to ſer down in paper fome good things anent Chriſt, that 
ſled and holy thing; and to feed my ſoul with raw wiſhes to be 
one with Chriſt; for a with is but broken and halt love hut ve- 
ry to obey his, Come and fee, is a harder matter! But ob | hays 
rather {mk than fire, and gueſkings rather than real ſſurance- 
of him: J have little or nothing to ſay, but that IT am as one wh 
hath found favour in his eyes; but there is ſome pining and mit 
mannered hunger, that maketh me miicall and nickname Chriſt, a. 
a changed Lord: but alas! it is il! Gitten, I cannot believe with- 
out a pledge, I cannot take God's word without a caution, as if 
Chriſt had loſt and fold his credit, and were not in my books re» 
ſponſal and law-biding : but this is my way; for his way is, Fp. 
i. 13. After that ye believed, 5e were ſcaled with the Holy Spi- 
fit of promiſe.” 2d, Ye write that I am filled with knowledge, and 
ſand not in need of theſe warnings; but certainly my light is. 
dim, when it cometh to handy-grips; and how many have full 
coffers, and yet empty bellies! light, and the faving uſe of light, 
are far diffeient. O what need then have I to have the aſhes: 
blowa away from my dying: out fire! I may be a book map, and be 
an idiot and ſtark fool in Chriſt's way; learning will not beguiſe 
Chriſt ; the Bible beguiled the Phariſees. and ſo may I be mill: d. 
Therefore, as night watches hold one another waking, by ſpeak. 
ing o one another, ſo have we need to hold one another on foot + 
lleep ſtealeth away the light of watching, even the light that reprov- 
eth ſleeping. I doubt not but more thould fetch heaven, if they 
believed not heaven to beat the next door: the world's negative holi- 
neſs no adolterer, no murderer. no thicf. nor cozener, maketh men 
believe they are already glorified faints : but the 6th chapter to the 
Hebrews may affright us all, when we hear that men may take of 
- J tr - 
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the gifts and common graces of the Holy Spirit, and a taſle of the 
powers of the life to come, to hell with them: here is reprobate 
- ſilver, which yet ſeemeth to have the King's image and ſuperſcrip- 
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tion upon it. 3d. I find you complaining of yourſelf, and it be- 
cometh a ſinner fo to do, I am not againſt that; ſenſe of death is 


a fib friend, and of kin and blood to life; the more ſenſe, the more 
life; the more ſenſe of ſin, the leſs fin. I would love my pain, 
and ſoreneſs. and my wounds, howbeit theſe ſhould bereave me of 
my night's ſleep, better than my wounds without pain. O how | 
ſweet a thing it is, to give Chriſt his handful of broken arms, and 
legs, and disjointed bones! qꝗth, Be not afraid for little grace, 
Chriſt ſoweth his living ſeed, and he will not loſe his ſeed; if he 
have the guiding of my ſtock and fate, it ſhall not miſcarry. Our | 
ſpilt works, loſſes, deadneſs, coldneſs, wretchednets, are the ground | 
which the good huſbandman laboureth. 5th, Ye write that his 
compaſſions fail not, notwithſtanding that your ſervice to Chriſt | 
miſcarrieth : to the which I anſwer, God forbid that there were 
buying and felling, and blocking for as good again, betwixt Chriſt | 


and us; for then free grace might go play it, and a Saviour ſing 


dumb, and Chriſt go and ſleep; but we go to heaven with light | 
ſhoulders, and all the bairn-time; and the veſſels great and ſmall | 
that we have, are faftened upon the ſure nail, Iſa. xxii. 24. The | 
only danger is, that we give grace more ado than God giveth it, 
that is, by turning his grace into wantonneſs, 6th, Ye write, 
few ſee your guiltineſs, and ye cannot be free with many, as with | 
me: I anſwer, bleſſed be God, Chriſt and we are not heard before 
mens courts ; it is at home betwixt him and us, that pleas are ta- 
ken away. Grace be with you. | 


Aberdeen. Yours in his ſweet Lord | 
„ | | | | Jieſus, S. R. 
„„ TTT 


13. To the Right Honour able and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady K E N- | 


MURE. 


Madam, 


| Spry mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip: God be thank- | 
I d, ye are yet in poſſeſſion of Chriſt and that ſweet child. | 
pray God the former may be ſure heritage, and the latter a loan 
for your comfort, while ye do good to his poor afflicted, withered | 
mount Sion: and who knoweth, but our Lord hath comforts laid 
up in ſtore for her and you? I am perſuaded Chriſt hath bought | 


yon by the devil, and hell, and fin, that they have no claim to you; 


and that is a rich and unvaluable mercy. Long ſince, ye were half 


challenging death's cold kindneſs, in being ſo flow and {wier to 
come looſe a tired priſoner: but ye ſtand in need of all the croſſes, 


loſſes, changes, and ſad hearts that befell you ſince bo: to 
yy f e i 
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Chriſt knoweth the body of fin unſubdued will take them all and 
more: we know that Paul had need of the devil's ſervice, to buf. 
fet him ; and far more we. But, my dear and honourable Lady, 
ſpend your ſand-glaſs well: I am fure ye have law to raiſe a ſu- 
penſion againſt all that devils, men, friends, world, loſſes, hell or 
ſin, can decree againſt you. It is good your croſſes will but con- 
rey you to heaven's gates: in can they not go, the gates ſhall be 
cloſed on them, when ye ſhall be admitted to the throne. Time 
ſtandeth not ſtill, eternity is hard at our door, O what is laid up 
for you! Therefore harden your face againſt the wind; and the 
Lamb your Huſband is making ready for you ; the Bridegroom 
would fain have that day, as gladly as your honour would wiſh to 
have it; be hath not forgotten you. I have heard a rumour of 
the P's purpoſe to baniſh me; but let it come, if God ſo will; the 
other ſide of the fea is my Father's ground, as well as this ſide: 1 
owe bowing wo God, but no ſervile bowing to croſſes; I have been 
but too ſott in that: I am comforted that I am perſuaded fully, 

that Chriſt is halver with me in this well born and honeſt croſs : 
and if he claim right to the beſt half of my troubles (as I know he 
doth ro the whole) I ſhall remit it over to Chriſt, what I ſhall do 
un this caſe : I know certainly my Lord Jeſus will not mar nor 
ſpill my ſufferings, he hath uſe for them in his houſe. O what ic 
worketh on me, to remember that a ſtranger, who cometh not in 
by the door, ſhall build hay and ſtubble upon the golden foundation 
[laid amongſt that people at Anwoth ! But I know providence look- 
eth not aſquaint, but looketh ſtraight out, and thorow all mens 
dakneſs : O that I could wait upon the Lord: I had but one eye, 
one joy, one delight, even to preach Chriſt ; and my mother's ſons 
were angry at me, and have put out the poor man's one eye, and 
what have I behind? I am ſure this four world hath loſt my hear: 
deſervedly, but oh that there were a days-man to lay his hand up- 
en us both, and determine upon my part of it, Alas! that inno- 
cent and lovely truth ſhould be fold ! My tears are little worth, 
but yet this thing 1 weep, I weep, alas! that my fair and lovely 
Lord Jeſus ſhould be miſkent in his own houſe ? It reckoneth lit. 
. tle of five hundred the like of me: yet the water goeth not over 
f faith's breadth, yet our King liveth. I write the priſoner's bleſ- 
1 Y figs; the good-will, and long laſting kindnels, with the comforts 
cot the very God of peace be to your Ladyſhip, and to you ſweet 
j child: grace, grace be with you. 5 


it Y Aberdeen Sept.7 Your Honcur's at all obedience, in his 
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for the «vil of their doings. 


Epiſt. 14. 


14. To the much honcured JOHN GORDON of Cardoneſ 


Elder. EEE 


peace be to you, My ſoul longeth exceedingly to hear how 
ma ters go betwixt you and Chrilt ; and whether or not there be 


any work of Chriſt in that pariſh, that will bide the trial of fire ; 
and water let me be weighed of my Lord in a juſt balance, if your 
ſo ly not weighty upon me: you go to bed and you riſe with me: 


thoughts of your ſoul (my deareſt in our Lord) depart not from 
me u mv ſleep; ye have a great part of my tears, ſighs, ſupplica- 


tions, and prayers: O if I could buy your ſoul's falvation with a- 


ny 1fiering whatſoever, and that ye and I might meet with joy up 
in the rainbow, when we hall ſtand before our Judze! O my 
Lord forbid, I have any hard thing to depone againſt you in that 


day! O that he who quickeneth the dend, would give life to my 


{owing among you! What joy is there (next to Chriſt) that ſtind- 


eth on this fide of death, would comfort me more, than that the } 
ſoul of that poor people were in ſafety, and beyond all hazard of | 
1>fing ? Sir, ſhi. w the people this: for when [ write to you, | think |} 
T writc to you all old and young: fulfil m; joy, and {ek the Lord: 
ure J am, once 1 diſcovered my lovely royal, princely Loid Jeſus } 
to vou all: wo, wo, wo ſhall be your part of it for evermore, if | 
the goſpel be not the ſavour of life unto life to you: as many ſer- 
mons as I preached, as many ſentences as I uttered, as many points 
of dittay Mall they be, when the Lord ſhall plead with the world, 
Believe me, I find heaven a city hard | 
to be won; The righteous will ſcarcely be ſaved:“ O what vio- } 
lence of thronging will heaven take! Alas! I fee many decciving |} 


themſclves; for we will all to heaven; now every foul dog with 


his foul feet will in at the neareſt, to the new and clean jeruſalem: 
all ſay they have faith, and the greateſt part in the world know 

not, and will not conſider, that a flip in the matter of their ſalva- 
tion is the molt piteous ſlip that can be; and that no loſs is com- 
parable to this loſs. O then ſee that there be not a looſe pin in 
the work of your ſalvation ! for ye will not believe how quickly | 
the Jugge will come: and for yourſelf, i know that death 


is waiting and hovering, and Jingring at God's command, that ye 


may be prepared. Then ye h:d need to ſtir your time, and to take 
eternity, and death, to your riper adviſement; a wrong ſtep in 


going out of this life, in one property, is like the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and can never be forgiven, becauſe ye cannot come | 


back again thorow the laſt water to mourn for it, I know your 
counts are many, and will take telling, and laying, and reckoning 
betwixt you and your Lord; fit your counts, and order ew, 
e 5 „ lle 


R T Uch honoured and deareſt in my Lord, grace, mercy and 
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loſe rot the laſt play whatever ye do, for in that play with death - 
your precious foul is the prize : for the Lord's fake ſpill not the 
play, and loſe not ſuch a treaſure. . Ye know, out of love I had 
to your ſoul, and our of defire I had to make an honeſt count for 
jou, I teſtified my diſpleaſure and diſliking of your ways very of- 
ten, both in private and public: I am not now a witneſs of your 
doings, but your Judge is always your witneſs. I beſeech you by 
the mercies of (0d, by the ſalvation of your fon], by your com- 
forts when your eyeſtrings ſhall break, and the face wax pale, and 
the ſoul ſhall tremble to be out of the lodging of clay, and by 
your Compearance before your lawful judge, after the ſight of this 
letter, take a new courſe with your ways; and now in the end of 
your day make ſure of heaven. Examine yourſelf if ye be in good 
exrneſt in Chriſt ; for ſome, Heb, yi. 4. are partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and taſte of the good word of God, and of the powers of 
the life to come;* and yet have-no part in Chriſt at all. Many 
think they believe, but never tremble ; the devils are further on 
than theſe. Jam. ii. 10. Make ſure to yourſelf that ye are above 
ordinary profeſſors ; the ſixth part of your ſpan- length and hand- 
breadth of your days is ſcarcely before you: haſte, haſte, for the 
tide will not bide. Put Chriſt upon all your accounts, and your 
ſecrets. Better it is that ye give him your counts, in this life, 


out of your own hand, than that, after this life he take them from 


you, I never knew ſo well what ſin was as ſince 1 came to Aber- 
deen, howbeir I was preaching of it to you, To feel the ſmoke 
of hell's fire in the throat for half an hour; to ſtand before a river 
of fire and brimſtone broader than the earth; and to think to be 
bound hand and foot, and caſten in the midſt of it quick, and 
then to have God locking the priſon door, never to be opened for 
all eternity; O how will it ſhake a conſcience that hath any lite in 
it? I find the fruits of my pains to have Chriſt and that people 
once fairly met, now meet my ſoul in my ſad hours; and I re- 
joice that I gave fair warning of all the corruptions now entering 


in Chrilt's houſe; and now many a ſweet, ſweet, {oft kiſs, many 


perfumed, well-ſmelled kiſſes, and embracements, have I received 
of my royal maſter. He and I have had much love together. Þ 
have for the preſent a fick dwining life, with much pain, and 
much love: ſickneſs for Chriſt : O what I would give to have 2 bed 
made to my wearicd ſoul, in his boſom ! I would friſt heaven for 
many years, to have my fill of Jeſus in this lite, and to have oc- 
caſion to offer Chriſt to my people; and to woo many people to 
Chriſt, 1 cannot tell you what ſweet pain, and delightſome tor- 
ments are in Chriſt's love? 1 often challenge time that holdeth us 
ſundry. I profeſs to you 1 have no reſt, 1 have no caſe, while I 
be over head and ears in love's ocean, If Chriſt's love, (that 
fountain of delight) were laid as open to me as I would me O0 
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now would 1 dripk, and drink abundantly! O how drunken 
would this my ſoul be! I half call his abſence cruel, and the maſk; 
and vail on Chriſt's face a cruel covering, that hideth ſuch a fair 
face from a ſick ſoul, I dare not challenge himſelf, but his ab- 
{-nce is a mountain of iron upon my heavy heart. O when will 
we meet? O how long is it to be dawning of the marriage day? 
{ ſweet Lord Jeſus, take wide ſteps: O my Lord, come over 


mountains at one ſtride! O my Beloved, flee like a roe, or young 
bart, upon the mountains of ſeparation : O if he would fold the 


veavens together like an old cloke, and ſhovel time and days out of 
the way, and make ready in haſte the Jamb's wife for her haſbagd ! 
Since he looked upon me, my heart is not mine own, he hath 


run away to heaven with it; J know it was not for nothing, that! 


ſpake ſo meikle good of Chriſt to you in public. O if the heaven, 
22d the heaven of heavens were paper, and ſea ink, and the multi- 


tude of mountains pens of braſs, and | were able to write that pa- 


per, within and without, full of the pralſes of my faireſt, my dear- 
et, my lovelieſt my ſweeteſt, my matchleſs, and my moſt marrow- 
iefs, and marv. llous Well- beloved] Wo is me, I cannot ſet him out 
to men and angels. O there arc {ew tongues to ſing love-ſongs 
c his incomparable exceilency ! What can I poor priſoner do to 
exhalt him? or what conrſe can I take to extol my lofty, and 
lovely Lord Jeſus * 1am put to my wit's end, how to ger his name 
made great. Bleſſed they who would help me in this ! How ſweet 
are Chriſt's back-parts? O what then is in his face! Theſe that 


ſee his face, how do they get their eye plucked off him again? 
Look up to him and love him: O love and live. It were life to 
me, if ye would read this letter to that people, and if they did pro- | 
fit by it. O it I could cauſc theſe to die of love for Jeſus ! I charge | 
hem by the ſalvation of their ſouls, to hang about Chriſt's neck, 


and take their fill of his love, and follow him, as I taught them. 
Part by no means with Chriſt ; hold faſt what ye have received; 


 Leep the truth once delivered; it ye or that people quit it in an 
hair, or in an hoof, ye break your conſcience in twain; and who 


then can mend it, and caſt a knot on it? My deareſt in the Lord, 


ſtand faſt in Chriſt : keep the faith ; contend for Chriſt ; wreſtle | 


ior him, and take mens fend for God's favour ; there is no compa- 


kiſon betwixt theſe. O that my Lord would fulfil my joy, and 
keep the young bride to Chriſt, that is at Anwoth. And now, | 


whoever they be, that have returned to the old vomit ſince my de- 


parture, I bind upon their back, in my Maſter's name and autho- | 
rity, the long-laſting, weighty vengeance and cui ſe of God; in my | 
Lord's name, I give them a black. unmixed, pure wrath, which 


my Maſter ſhall ratify and make good, when we ſtand together be- 
{orc im, except they timeouſly repent and turn to the Lord. And 


* 


who 


' wrice to thee, poor mourning aud broken hearted belicver, be 


i rr 31 
who thou will, of the free ſalvation; Chriſt's ſweet balm for thy 
wounds, O poor humble believer ; Chrilt's kiſſes tor thy watery 
cheeks; Chriſt's blood of atonement for thy guilty ſoul ; Chriſt's 
heaven for thy poor foul, though once baniih-d out of paracile 
and my Maſter ſhall make good my word e'er long. O that peo- 
ple were wiſe! O that people were wiſe! O that people would 
ſpier out Chriſt, and never reſt while they find him! O how thall 
my ſoul mourn in ſecret, if my nine years pained head, and lore 


breaſt, and pained back, and grieved heart. and private and public 


prayers to God, and ſhall all be for nothing among that people! 
Did my Lord Jefus ſend me but to ſummon yon betore your Jadge, 
and to leave your ſummons at your houics? Was J lent as a wit- 
neſs only to gather your dittays. O my God forbid ! Otten did I 
tell you of a fan of God's word to come ainong you, for the con- 


tempt of it; I told you often of wrath, wrath from the Lord, to 


come upon Scotland; and yet I bide by my Maſter's word; it is 


quickly coming, deſolation for Scotland, becauſe of the quarrel of a _ 


broken covenant, Now, worthy Sirs, my dear people, my joy, 
and my crown in the Lord, let bim be your fear; ſcck the Lord, 
and his face, fave your fouls. Doves flee to Chriſt's windows; 
pray for me, and praiſe for me. The bleſſing of my God, the 
prayers and bleſſing of a poor priſoner, and your lawtui paſtor, be 
upon you. 8 | f e | 
Aberdeen. June 16. Your lawful a d lying 
"037+ - |  paſter, ---S.:R, 


r... r...... ̃ OCngOoxo> mot 


15. To the right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady BOI D. 
Mann, 5 5 I 

"A Race, mercy and peace be to you, from God our Father, 
A and from our Lord ſeius Chriſt, I canvor but thank Hur 
Ladyſhip fur your letter that hath refreſhed my foul. T think ny- 
ſeif many ways obliged to your Ladythip for your love to my at- 
ficted brother, now embarked with me in that fame cauſe, His 


Lord hath been pleaſed to put him on iruth's fide; 1 hope your 


Ladyſhip will befriend him with your counſel and countenance in 
that country where he is a ſtranger; and your Ladyſhip necdeth 


not fear but your kindneſs to his own fhall be pu up in Chriſt's 
accounts. Now, Madam, for your Ladyſhip's caſe i rejoice cx- - 


cedingly, that the Father of lights hath made you ſee that there 
a nick in Ch::ſtianity, which ye contend to be at; and that is, 
to quit the right eye, and the right hand, and to keep the Son of 
God: J hope your deſire is to make him your gariand. and your 
eye looketh up the mount, which certainly 1- nothing but the new 
dgeature. Fear not, Chriſt will not caſt water upon your {mno1ke 
ug coal; and then, who elle dare do it it he ſay nay ? Be ſorr at 


cor- 
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mother's womb, and was as early friends with you as the breath 
of lite: and Chriſt will not have it otherwiſe ; for he delighteth 
20 take up fallen bairns, and to mend broken brows ; binding up 
©; wounds is his office; Iſa. 61. Iſt. 1 am glad Chrilt will get 


employment of his calling in ou: many a whole foul is in hea- | 


ven, which was ſicker than ye are: he is content ye lay broken 
arms and legs on his knee, that he may ſpelk them. 
ing of his face is wiſe love; his love is not fond, doating, and 


reaſonleſs, to give your head no other pillow while ye be in at 
heaven's gates, but to ly betwixt his breaſts, and lean upon his | 
Hoſom : nay, his bairns muſt often have the froſty cold fide of the 
Kill, and ſet down both their bare feet among thorns : his love {| 
Our pride muſt 
But I know Chriſt and ye fhal} | 
not be heard; ye will whiſper it over betwixt yourſelves, and a- 
gret again; for the anchor-tow abideth faſt within the vail; the | 
end of it is in Chriſt's ten fingers: who dare pull if he hold? «I | 
ihe Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying, Fear not, 1 | 
will help thee,” Iſa 41. 13. Fear not, Jacob. The ſea ſick paſ. 
ſenger (hall come to land; Chriſt will be the firſt that will meet 
you on the ſhore. I hope your Ladyſhip will keep the king's high- | 
way; go on in the ſtrength of the Lord in haſte, as if ye had not 
teiſure to ſpeak to the inn-keepers by the way: he is over beyond 
time in the other ſide of the water, who thinketh long for you. | 

For my unfaithful ſelf, Madam, I muſt ſay a word. At my firſt 
coming hither, the devil made many a black lie of my Lord Jeſus, | 
and f{aid, the court was changed, and he was angry, and would | 


hath eyes, and in the mean time is looking on. 
have winter weather to roi it. 


give an evil ſervant his leave at mid-term; but he gave me grace 


not to take my leave; I reſolved to hide ſummons, and fit, how- 


beit it was ſuggeſted and faid, What ſhould be done with a vi- 
thered tree, but over the dike wirh it ? 


ner? I think ſhame of the board-head and the firſt meſs, and the 


royal King's dining hall, and that my black hand ſhould come on 
ſuch a ruler's table: but I cannot mend it, Chriſt muſt have his 
wil!; only he paineth my foul fo ſometimes with his love, that [ | 


have been nigh to paſs modeſty, and to cry out; he hath left a 


ſmoaking burning coal in my heart, and gone to the door himſelf 


and left me and it together, yet it is not deſertion; ] know not 
what it is, but I was never fo ſick for him as now, I durſt not 
challenge my Lord, if 1 got no more for heaven, it is a dawting 
croſs. I know he hath other things to do than to play with me, 


and trundle an apple with me, and that this feaſt will end. O 


for inſtruments in God's name, that this is he! and that I may 


al 


mak uſe of it, when it may be, a near friend within me will m 


Epiſt, 15. 
corruption, and not ſecure; that companion lay with you in your 


2dly. Hid- | 


But now. now, (I dare | 
not, I do not keep it up) who is feaſted as his poor exiled prifo- | 
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Since I know it will not laſt, T deſire but to keep broken meat: 
but let no man after me ſlander Chriſt for his croſs. The great 
Lord of the covenant, who brought from the dead the great ſhep- 
herd of his ſheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, eſtabliſia 
you, and keep you and yours to his appearance. 155 


Aberdeen, March = Tours in his feet Lord 
1037. | | Jeſus, f 8. R, 


16 T» Mr. ALEXANDER HENDERSON. 


My reverend and dear 6rother, 3 

Received your letters: they are apples of gold to me, for with 

my ſweet feaſts (and they are above the deſerving of ſuch a 
ſinner, high and out of meaſure) I have ſadneſs to ballaſt me, 
and weight me a little It is but his boundleſs wiſdom who hath 
taken the tutoring of his witleſs child; and he knoweth to be 
drunken with comforts is not ſafeſt for our ſtomachs. However 
it bz, the dim, and noiſe, and glooms of Chriſt's croſs are weigh- 
tier than itſelf. I proteſt to you, (my witneſs is in heaven) I could. 
wiſh many pound weights added to my croſs, to know that by 
my ſufferings, Chriſt were ſet forward in his kingly office in this 
land, Oh! what is my ſkin to his glory; or my loſſes, or my 
ad heart, to the apple of the eye of our Lord, and his beloved 
pouſe, his precious truth, his royal privileges, the glory of ma- 
nifeſted juſtice in giving of his foes a daſh, the teſtimony of his 
faithful ſervants, who do glorify him, when he rideth upon poor 
weak worms, and triumpheth in them? I deſire you to pray, that 
may cone out of this furnace with honeſty; and that I may leave 
Chriſt's truth no worſe than l found it; and that this moſt honou- 
table cauſe may neither be ſtained, nor weakened. As for your 
Gale, my reverend and deareſt brother, ye are the talking of the 
north and ſouth; and looked to ſo, as if ye were all chryſtal gals; 
jour motes and duſt ſhould ſoon be proclaimed, and trumpets 
down at your ſlips : but I know ye have laid help upon one that 
b mighty. Intruſt not your comforts to mea's airy and frothy ap- 
pauſe, neither lay your down-caftings on the tongues of ſalt mock- 
ers and reproachers of godlineis : as deceivers, and yet true; as 
unknown, and yet ſtill known. God hath called yoa to Chriſt's 
ide, and the wind is new in Chriſt's face in this land; and ſecing 
ſe are with him, ye cannot expect the lee fide, or the ſunny ſide 
* the bras: but I know ye have reſolved to take Chriſt upon any 
rms whatſoever: I hope ye do not rue. though your cauſe be 
ated, and that prejudices are taken up againit it. The ſhields 
the world think our maſter cumberſome wares, aud that he 
Riketh too great din, and that his cords aud yokce make bits 
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and deep ſcores in their neck; therefore they kick, they ſay, This 


man ſhall not reign over us. Let us pray one for another: he 


who hath made you a choſen arrow in his quiver, hide you in the 
hollow of his hand. Iam  _ Sos 


Aberdeen, March 9g, Durs in his fwret Lord 
"TOI7- e, 8. © 


17. To the Right Honourable my Lord LOW DON. 


My very noble an d honourable Lord, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I make bold to write to 


your Lordſhip, that you may know the honourable cauſe ye 


are praced to profeſs in Chriſt's own truth. Ye are many ways 
bleſſed of God, who hath taken upon you to come out to the 


ſtreets with Chriſt on your forehead, when ſo many are aſhamed 
of him, and Hide him, as it were, under their cloak, as if he 


were a ſtolen Chriſt. If this faithleſs generation (and eſpecially 


the nobles of this kingdom) thought not Chriſt dear wares, and | 
religion expenſive, hazardous and dangerous, they would not ſlip 


from his cauſe as they do, and ſtand looking on with their hands 


folded behind their back, when lowns are running away with the 
ſpoil of Zion on their back, and the boards of the Son of God's 


tabernacle. Law and juſtice are to be had toany, eſpecially for 
money and moyen; but Chriſt can get no law, good, cheap, nor 
dear. It were the plory and honour of you, who are the nobles 
of this land, to plead for your wronged Bridegroom, and his op- 
preſſed Spouſe, as far as zeal and ſtanding law will go with you. 
Your ordinary logic'from the event (that it will do no good) to 
the cauſe (and therefore ſilence is beſt, till the Lord put to his 
own hand) is not (with reverence to your Lordſhip's learning) 


worth a ſtraw: events are God's; let us do and not plead againſt 
God's office; let him fit at his own helm, who moderateth all e- 
vents; it is not a good courſe to complain, that we cannot get a 


providence of gold, when our lazineſs, cold zeal, temporizing, 


and faithleſs fearfuJneſs ſpilleth God's providence. Your Lordſhip | 
will pardon me; I am not of that mind, that tumults or arms 18 
the way to put Chriſt on his throne; or that Chriſt will be ſerved, 


and truth vindicated only with the arm of fleſh and blood; Day, 
Chriſt doth his turn with leſs din than with garmeots rolled in 
blood. But I would the zeal of God were in the nobles to do 


their part for Chriſt: and I muſt be pardoned to write to your 


Lordſhip this, I do not, I dare not but ſpeak to others what God 


hath done to the ſoul of his poor, afflicted, exiled priſoner : his 
comfort is more than I ever knew before; he hath ſealed the bo- 


nourable cauſe I now ſuffer for, and I ſhall not believe that Chr iſt 


will put to his Amen, and ring upon an imagination: he hath op” 
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al! 1:is promiſes good to me, and hath filled up all the blanks wit“ 
his own hand; 1 would not exchange my bonds with the plaiſtet- 

ed joy of this whole world: it hath pleaſed him to make a ſinner, 


the like of me, an ordinary banqueter in his houſe of wine, with 


that royal, princely one, Chriſt Jeſus. 'O what weighing! © 
what telling is in his love! How fweet muſt he be, when that 
black and burdenſome tree, 


joy and gladneſs! O for help to lift him up by praiſes on his royal 


throne ! I ſeek no more but that his name may be ſpread abroad in 


me, that meikle good may be ſpoken of Chriſt on my behalf : this 
being done, my loſſes, place, ſtipend, credit, eaſe, and liberty, 
ſhall all be made up to my full contentment and joy of heart. 
will be confident your Lordſhip will go on in the ſtrength of the 
Lord, and keep Chriſt and avouch him, that he may read you: 
name publickly before men and angels. I will intreat your Lord- 
ſhip to exhort and encourage that nobleman your chief to do the 
ſame; but I am wo, many of you find a new wiſdom, which de 

ſerveth not ſuch a name; it were better that men hould ſee that 
their wiſdom be holy, and their holineſs wiſe. I muſt be bold »- 

deſire your Lordſhip to add to your former favours to me thor 

the which your Lordſhip hath a priſoner's bleſſing and prayers 
this, that ye would be pleaſed to befriend my brother, now ſuf. 
fering for the ſame cauſe; for he is to dwell nigh your Lordſhir ; 
bounds; your Lordſhip's word and countenance may help hir 


Thus recommending your Lordſhip to the ſaving grace, and ten- 


der mercy of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
Aberdeen, March 9. 


2007- 
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18. To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLISH, Miniſter 2 2:ſpel. 


Reverend a” dear Brother, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. 
ſus is kinder to me than ever he was; it pleaſeth him to 

dine and ſup with his afflicted priſoner; a King feaſteth me, and 
his ſpikenard caſteth a ſweet ſmell. Put Chriſt's love to the trial. 
and put upon it burdens, and then it will appear love indeed: we 
employ not his love, and therefore we know it not. 
more of the ſufferings of my Lord, than of this world's luſtere 4 
and over-gilded glory. 


ly recompenſed my ſadneſs with his joys; 
preſence. 


I reſt 
Your "OY 5 ebliged ſervant 
in Chr . 8. R. 


my loſſes with his own 
I find it a ſweet and rich thing to exchange my ſorrows 


with Chriſt's joys, my afflictions with that ſweet peace I have with 
himſelf, Brother, this is his own truth I now ſuffer for; he hatt 


ſealed my ſufferings with his own comforts, and 1 know he will 
dot put his ſeal u you blank paper: his ſeals are not dumb, nor do- 
| E 2 luſive 


bis own croſs, is ſo perfumed with 


"Jam well; my Lad Je- 


I verily cout 


I dare not ſay but my Lord Jeſus hath ful 
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luſive, to confirm imaginations and lies. Go on, my dear brother 4 
in the ſtrength of the Lord, not fearing man that is a, worm, no: ; 
the ſon of man that will die. Providence hath a thouſand keys to \ 
c 
/ 


J Bleſs you for your letter: he is come down as rain upon the more 


ouſneſs. Who may ſay this (my dear brother) if I, his poor exiled} _ 
ſtranger and priſoner, may not ſay it? Howbeit all the world ſhould 7 


open a thouſand ſundry doors, for the deliverance of bis own, 


| when it is even come to a conclamatum eff, Let us be faithful, and | 
care for our own part, which is to do and ſuffer for him, and lay a 
Chriſt's part on himſelf, and leave it there. Duties are ours, e- * 


vents are the Lord's: when our faith goeth to meddle with events, Jc 
and to hold a court (if J may fo ſpeak) upon God's providence, [ 


and beginneth to ſay, How wilt thou do this and that? we loſe to 
ground: we have nothing to do there, it is our part to let the Al. MW g 


mighty exerciſe his own office, and ſtir his own helm; there is tr 


nothing left us, but to ſee how we may be approved of him, and in 


how we may roll the weight of our weak ſouls (in well doing) up- an 


on him who is God omnipotent: and when, what we thus eſſay dr 


miſcarrieth, it ſhall neither be our fin nor croſs. Brother, remem. th 


ber the Lord's word to Peter, Simon, loveſt thou me? feed my an 
ſmeep: no greater teſtimony of our love to Chriſt can be, than to I go! 
feed painfully and faithfully his lambs. I am in no better neigh- IF a « 


bourhood with the miniſters here than before; they cannot endure I ( 


that any ſpeak of me, or to me, Thus I am, in the mean time, ¶ ma 
filent (which is my greateſt grief.) Dr. Barron hath diſputed with the 


me, eſpecially about Arminian controverſies, and for the ceremo- I} not 
nies; three yokings laid him by: and I have not been troubled 
with him ſince. Now he hath appointed a diſpute before witneſſes; I this 


Itruſt Chriſt and truth ſhall do for themſelves, IT hope, brother, whe 


ye will help my people, and write to me what ye hear the biſhop is I] tho; 
todo to them, Grace be with you. VVV 

Aberdeen. „„ Tour brother in bonds, 8. R. way 
TTT 


19. To Mr. HUGH M*KAIL, Minifter of the Ggppel. wo 
Reverend and dear brother, | Ts LP find 


mou n graſs, he hath revived my withered root, and he is as the knoy 


_ dew of herbs. I am moſt ſecure in this priſon : falvation is for with 
walls in it, and what think ye of theſe walls? he maketh the dry 4. 


plant to bud as the lilly, and to, blofſom as Lebanon: the great 
Hutbandman's blefling cometh down upon the plants of righte- 


be ſilent, 1 cannot hold my peace. O how many black counts hath. 5 


Chriſt and I rounded over together in the houſe of my pilgrimage! 


and how fat a portion hath he given to a hungry ſoul! I had ra- 
her have Chriſt's four: hours, than have dinner and ſupper both in 
enc from any other: his dealing, and the way of his judgments are not 
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paſt finding out. Ny prez ching, no book, no learning could give 
me that, which I behoved to come and get in this town. But 
what of all this, if I were not miſted and confounded, and aſtonſh- 
ed how to be thankful, and how to get him praiſed for evermore? 
And which i is more, he hath been pleaſed to pain me with his love, 
and my pain groweth through want of real poſſeſſion, Some have 
written o me, that I am poſſibly too joyful of the croſs, but my 
: joy over leapeth the croſs, it is bounded and terminate upon Chritt, 
k | know, the ſun will over-clond and eclipſe, and I ſhall again be pat 
edo walk in the ſhadow : but Chriſt muſt. be welcome to come and 
1. go as he thinketh meet; yet he would be more welcome to me, 1 
is W trow, to come than go: and, I hope, he pitieth and pardoneth me, 
d in caſting apples to me, at ſuch a fainting time as this; holy 
p. and bleſſed is his name. It was not my flatttering of Chriſt, that 
ay drew a kiſs from his mouth; but he would fend me as a ſpy into 
m. wis wilderneſs of ſufferiog, to ſee the land, and to try the ford: 
ny and | cannot make a lie of Chriſt's croſs ; I can report nothing but 
to good bath of him and it, leſt others ſhould faint. I hope, when 
h- a change cometh, to caſt anchor at mid-night upon the Rock 
Ire (which he hath taught me to know in this day light) whither I 
ne, may run, when I muſt ſay my leſſon without book, and believe in 
ith the dark. I am ſure it is fin to tarrow of Chriſt's good meat, and 
no- not to eat when he ſaith, © Eat, O well- beloved, and drink abun- 
led dantly.” If he bear me on his back, or carry me in his arms over 
les; ibis water, I hope for grace to ſet down both my feet on dry ground, 
ner, when the way is better: but this is ſlippery ground; my Lord 
p 1s thought good I ſhould go by an hold, and lean on my Well. belov- 
ed's ſhoulder: it is good to be ever taking from him. I deſire he 
R. way get the fruit of praiſes for doating and thus dandling me up- 
oc | 22 his knee: and I may give my bond of thankfulneſs, fo being I 
] have Chriſt's back-bond again for my relief, that I ſhall be ſtrength- 
85 ened by his powerful grace, to pay my vows to him. But truly [ 
had we have the advantage of the brae upon our enemies: we are 
more than conquerors, through him who hath loved us; and they 
s the know not wherein our Rong *. N for me; grace be 
s for with you. 
dry Aberdeen. 8 ä Mur Jrather 6 in C Chr , . R. | 


great 
ghte- £9 
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-xiled | 7 my Lady BOY D. 

hould Madam, | 

; hath Race, mercy and peace be unto you. The Lord bath Prengdt 
nage! me to Aberdeen, where I ſee God! in few. This rown | hath 
ad ra · ¶ been adviſed upon of purpoſe for me: it confiftets of Pipiiis, or 


oth inf] men of Gallio's naughty faith; it is counted wiidom in che I 
bot to countenance a confined miniſter? but 1 Had Chriſt neither 
ſtrange 
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trange nor unkind; for I have found many faces ſmile upon me 
lince | came hither, 1 am heavy and ſad, conſidering what is be- 
twixt the Lord and my ſoul, which none ſeeth but he. I find men 
14 have miſtaken me: it would be no art (as I now ſee) to ſpin 
| ſmall, and make hypocriſy ſeem a goodly web, and to go through 
the market as a ſaint among men, and yet ſteal quietly to hell, 
without obſervation; ſo eaſy is it to deceive men. I have diſputed _ 
whether or no I ever knew ary thing of Chriſtianity, ſave the let- 
ters of that name. Men ſee but as men, and they call ten twenty, 
and twenty an hundred; but, O! to be approved of God in the 
heart, and in ſincerity, is not an ordinary mercy. My neglects 
While I had a pulpit, and other things whereof I am aſhamed to 
ſpeak, meet me now, fo as God maketh an honeſt croſs my daily 
forrow; and for fear of ſcandal and ſtumbling, I muſt hide this 

Hl day of the law's pleading : I know not, if this court, kept within | 
| my ſoul, be fenced in Chriſt's name. If certainty of ſalvation were 

| | - o be bought, God knoweth if 1 had ten earths, I would not prig 
þ with God like a fool. I believed, under ſufferings for Chriſt, that 
it 1] myſelf ſhould keep the key of Chriſt's treaſures, and take out 
comforts, when I liſted, and eat, and be fat; but I ſee now a ſuf. 
ü ferer for Chriſt will be made to know himſelf, and will be holden 
i 18 the door, as well as another poor ſinner ; and will be fain to eat 
p v-ith the bairns, and take the by board, and glad fo. My bleſſing 
on the croſs of Chriſt, that hath made me ſee this. Oh if we could 

take pains for the kingdom of heaven! but we fit down upon 

ſome ordinary marks of God's children, thinking we have done as 

inuch as will ſeparate us from a reprobate, and thereupon we take 

* the play, and cry, Holy-day : and thus the devil caſteth water on 
Will: our fire, and blunteth our zeal and care: but I ſee heaven is not 
3K at the next door; and I ſee, howbeit my challenges be many, I ſut- 
VM fer for Chriſt, and dare hazard my ſalvation vpon it; for ſome- 
2 times my Lord cometh with a fair hour, and O but his love be 
{weet, delightful, and comfortable! Half a kiſs is ſweet : but our WE ann 


- — ” 


"ny coating love will not be content of a right to Chriſt, unleſs we get but 
1 voſſeſſion; like the man who will not be content of rights to but 
HS 5 bought land, except he get alſo the ridges and acres laid upon bis ger 


back, tocarry home with him. Hawever it be, Chriſt is wiſe ; and to \ 
woe are fools to be browden and fond of a pawn in the loof of our W an 
hand: living on truſt by faith may well content us. Madam, I feet 

* know your Ladyſhipknoweth this, and that made me bold to write of I you 


1 tit, that others might reap ſomewhat by my bonds for the truth; an ] 
1 for I ſhould deſire, and aim at this, to have my Lord well ſpoken 
Fj 8 of and honoured, howbeit he ſhould make nothing of me, but a 
We | bridge over a water, Thus recommending your Ladyſhip, your 
1 fon, and children to his grace, who hath honoured you with ps 
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and room among the living in Jeruſalem, and wiſhing grace to be 


with your Ladyſhip, I reſt, | 1 5 15 | 
Aberdeen Wy, r: our Ladyſhip's in his ſweet Lord 


Feſus, S. R. 


21. To Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 
Reverend and dear brother, VVß dei 
| Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I find great men, eſpe- 
cially old friends, {kar to ſpeak for me; but my kingly and 
royal Maſter biddeth me try his moyen to the uttermoſt, and I 
ſhall find a friend at hand: I ſtill depend on him; his court is as 
before; the priſoner is welcome to him; the black crabbed tree 


of my Lord's croſs hath made Chriſt and my ſoul very entire; he . | 


is my ſong in the night. I am often laid in the duſt with challenges, 
and apprehenſions of his anger ; and then, if a mountain of iron 
were laid upon me, I cannot be heavier: and with much wreſtling 


Iwin into the King's houſe of wine, and for the molt part, my life 


is joy, and ſuch joy through his comforts, as I have been afraid 


to ſhame myſelf, and to cry out, for I can ſcarce bear what I get: 


Chriſt hiveth me a meaſured heap up, preſſed down, and running 


orer, And, believe it, his love paineth me more than priſon and 
baniſhment. I cannot get a gate of Chriſt's love. Had I known _ 


what he was keeping for me I would never have been ſo faint- 


hearted, In my harveſt times, when all is loſt, the memory of 


his love maketh me think Chriſt's glooms are but for the faſhion : 


[ ſeek no more but a vent to my wine; Iam ſmothered and ready 
to burſt for want of vent. Think not much of perſecution : it is 


before you; but it is not as men concelve of it; my ſugared croſs 
forceth me to ſay this to you, ye (hall have wailed meat; the ſick 
bairn js oftentimes the ſpilt bairn : ye ſhall command all the houſe, 


I hope ye help a tired priſoner to pray and praiſe : had I but the 
annual of annual to give to my Lord Jeſus, it ſhould cafe my pain; 


but, alas, I have nothing to pay, he will get nothing of poor me: 
but Lam wo, I have not room enough in my heart for ſuch a ſtrag- 
ger. I am not caſt down to go further North, I have good cauſe 
to work for my Maſter, for I am well paid betore tac hand; I 
am not behind, howbeit I ſhould not get one {mile more till my 


feet be up within the King's dining hall. I have gone through 


yours upon the covenant; it hath edified my ſoul, and refreſhed 
an hungry man: I judge it ſharp, ſweet, quick and profound: 


take me at my word, I fear it get no lodging in Scotland, The 


brethren of Ireland write not to me; chide with them for that: 
am ſure that I may give you and them a commiſſion (and I will 


bide by it) that you tell my beloved, I am ſick of love. I hope 
u God to leave ſome of my ruſt aud ſuperfuitics in Aberdeen; I 


Cannot 


r 


. 
gl? — 
Dr 


the North; he is like to lie long on my hand ere any accept him. 
Grace be with you, 25 | 5 


th compaſſion; for I am as one kept under a ſtrict tutor: 1 


that a bairn's wit is not the rule which regulateth my Lord Jeſus + 


heaven be my ſtock) than to live upon credit at Chriſt's hands, 
daily borrowing : ſurely running over love that vaſt, huge, bound- 


had veſſels I might fill them, but my old riven, and running out 


_ trafficking with that matchleſs pearl, that heaven's jewel, the jewel 


would take a loan of me, and my ſtock, and put his name in all 
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cannot get an houſe in this town wherein f6 leave drink ſilver in 
my Maſter's name, fave one only: there is no ſale for Chriſt in 


Aberdeen. Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, | 8. R. 


22. To Mr. MATTHEW MOWAT. 
Reverend and dear Brother, 3 

F 4m a very far miſtaken man; if others knew how poor my 

ſtock were they would not think upon the like of me, but 


would have more than my tutor alloweth upon me, but it is good 


Let him give what he will, it ſhall ay be above merit, and my a- 
bility to gain therewith. I would not wiſh a better ſtock (while 


ls love of Chriſt (that there is telling in for man and angel) is 
de only thing I faineſt would be in hands with: he knoweth I 
ve little but the love of that love; and that I ſhall be happy, 
ſnopoſe I never get another heaven, but only an eternal laſting 
t-:ſt of that love: but ſuppoſe my wiſhes were poor, he is not 
poor : Chriſt all the ſeaſons of the year is dropping ſweetneſs : if 


na, even when I am at the well can bring little away: nothing 
gut glory will make tight and faſt our lecking and rifiy veſſels, 
Alas, I have ſkailed more of Chriſt's grace, love, faith, humility, 
and godly ſorrow, than I have brought with me. How little ot 
the ſea can a child carry in his hand? as little do take away of 
ri:y great ſea, my boundleſs and running-over Chriſt Jeſus, I 
have not lighted upon the right gate of putting Chriſt to the bank, 
and making myſelf rich with him: my miſguiding and childifh 


o the Father's delights hath put me to a great loſs. O that he 


my bonds, and ſerve himſelf heir to the poor mean portion J have, 
aud be countable for the talent himſelf ! Gladly would I put Chrilt 
my room, to guide all; and let me be but a ſervant to run ex. 
r:nds, and do by bis direction, let me be his interdicted heir, 
Lord Jeſus work upon my minority, and let him win a pupils 
Heſſing. Oh how would I rejoice to have this work of my falva- 
tion legally faſtened upon Chriſt ! A back bond of my Lord Je- 
ſus, that it ſhould be forthcoming to the orphan, ſhould be 
roy happineſs: dependency on Chriſt, were my ſureſt way; it 
Chriſt were my bottom I were ſure enough. I thought ny 
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of grace had been no art, I the uęht it would come of will; bu: ! 
would ſpill my own heavel yet, if i had not burdened Chriſt wi 
all. 1 but lend my bare name to the {ſweet covenant; Chriſt be. 
hind and before, and on either fide maketh all ſure, God will nos 
tak: an Arminian cautioner free will, a weather cock, turning at 
a lerpent's tongue, a tutor that couped our father Adam unto v5, 
and brought down the houſe, ard ſold the land; and ſent the fe- 
ther, and mother, and all the bairrs throngh the earth, to beg the 
bread : nature in the goſpel hi th cracked credit. O well to my 
poor ſoul for evermore, that my Lord caſled grace to ꝶhe council, 
and put Chriſt Jeſus with free merits, and the blocd of God, fore- 
moſt in the chaſe, to draw ſinners after a renſomer! O what © 
ſweet block was it, by way of buying and Ems to give and telt 
down a ranſom for grace and glory to dyvours! O would to my 
Lord I could cauſe paper and ink ſpeak the worth, and exectency R 
the high and loud praiſes of a brother- ranſomer! O the ran! mer 
needs not my report; but oh, if he would rake it, and make vie of 


| it! I ſhould be happy, if I had an errand to this world, but fo 


fome few years, to ſpread proclamations and out: cries, and love- 
ktters, of the highneſs (the highneſs for evermore) the glory (the 
glory for evermore) of the Ranſomer, whoſe clothes were we 5 and 
dyed in blood; howbeit, after I had done that, my foul and bed 
ſhould go back to the mother nothing, that rheir Creator brovght 
them once out from, as from their beginning. But why ſhould I pine 
away, and pain myſelf with wiſhes, and not believe rather, tha 
Chiiſt will hire ſuch an out- caſt as I am, a moſtcrleſs budy, pur 
out of the houſe by the ſons of my mother, and give me employ- 
ment and a calling, one way or other, to out Chriſt and his waics 
to country buyers, and propole Chriſt unto, and preſs him v pon 
ſome poor ſouls, that fainer than their life would receive bin? 
You complain heavily of your ſhort-coming in practice, and ven- 
turing on ſuffering for Chriſt : you bave many marrows. For the 
firſt, I would not put you off ſenſe of wretchednefs; bold on, 
Chriſt never yet ſlew a fighting. groaning child; more of thar 
would make you won goods, and a meet prey for Chriſt. Alas 
have too little of it, for venturing on ſuffering ; 1 had not fo much 
free gear, when 1 came: to Chriſt's camp. as to buy a {word; « 
wonder that Chriſt ſhould not laugh at ſuch a ſoldier: J am no bet. 
ter yet; but faith liveth and ſpendeth vpon on! Captain's e 0 
who is able to pay for all: we need not pity bim. he is rich- 
nongh. Ye deſire me alſo not to miſtake Chriſt under a maſk, 
bleſs yon, and thank God for it; but alas! miſked or bare- faced, 
kiſſing or glooming. I miſtake him: yea, I miſtake him furtheſ) 
when the maſk is off; for then I play me with his ſweetpeſs : 

an like a child that hath a golden beok, that playerh Moe wich 
the ribbons, ne. the 9 209 the piſture in the fill page 


teac 


bs — 2 
PROT 2 — 
— | — — 


. * 


* —— . 
PPP 


„ 
7 ” 


42 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Foil. 2j 
readeth the contents of it, Certainly it my deſires to my Wall 
beloved were tulfilled, I could provoke devils, and croſſes, and the 


world, and tentations to the field: but oh, my pour weakneſs makes 


me ly behind the buſh and hide me. Remember my ſervice aud 


my bieſſing to my Lord; J am mindtul of him as I am «ble; ce- 
ſire him from a priſoner, to come and viſit my good Ma ſter, and 
feel but the {mell of his love: it ſets him well, howbcit he be young, 


to make Chriſt his garland ; I could not wiſh him in a better cafe, 
than in a fever of love ſickneſs for Chriſt. Remember my bonds. 
The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 


Aberdeen. Yours in his feet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 
171m: EEC DIR 


23. To WILLIAM HALIDAY. 


Loving friend, 


I Received your letter: I wiſh ye take pains for ſalvation; mif- 


taken grace, and ſomewhat like converſion, which * not con- 


ver ſion, is the ſaddeſt and moſt doleful thing in the world: make 
| ſure of ſalvation, and lay ihe foundation ſure, for many are beguil. 


ed: put a low price upon the world's clay, put a high price upon 
Chriit: temptations will come, but if they be not made welcome 
by you, ye have the beſt of it! be jealous over yourſelf, and your 
own heart, and keep touches with God ; let him not have a faint 
and feeble foldier of you; fear not to back Chriſt, for he will con- 
quer and overcome: let no man ſkar at Chriſt, for I have no quar- 
rels at his croſs ; he and his croſs are two good gueſts, and worth 
the lodging : men would fain have Chriſt good cheap, but the 


market will not come down; acquaiut yourſelf with prayer; make 


Chriſt your Captain and your armour; make conſcience of ſinning 
when no eye ſeeth you. Grace be with you. 
"hed. èÄ ö Tours in Chriſt Jeſus, S. R. 
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24. To a gentiewoman, after the death ꝙ her husban 4. 1 1 
Dear and loving ſiſter, | — iba 


I Know ye are minding your ſweet country, and not taking your 


inns (the place of your baniſhment) for your home zzthis lite is 
not worthy to be the thatch or out-wall of your Lord Jeſus his 
paradiſe, that he did {weat for to you, and that he keepeth for you; 
and ſilly and ſand blind were our hope, it it could not look over 
the water to our belt heritage, and if it ſtaid only at home about 
the doors ot our clay houſe. I marvel not, my dear ſiſter, that ye 


complain, that ye come ſhort of your old wreſtlings, you had for 
a bleſſing, and that now you find it not ſo: bairns are but hired to 
learn their leſſon when they firſt go to ichool : and it is enough 


that 


i. 24. r C43 
that thele who run a race ſee the gold only at the ſtarting place; 
and po ſlibly they {ce little more of it, or nothing at all, till they 
win to che ring s end, and get the gold in the loof of their hand. 
Our Lord maketh delicates and dainties of his ſweet preſence and 
love-viſits to his own, but Chriſt's love under a vail is love; it ye 
get Chriſt, howbeit not the ſweet and pleaſant way you have him, 
it is enough; for the Well-beloved come not our way, he muſt 
wail his own gate himſelf, For worldly things, ſeeing they are 
meadows and fair flowers in your way to heaven, a {mel} in the by- 
going is ſufficient : he that would reckon and tell all the ſtones in 
his way, in a journey of three or four hundred miles, and write up 
in his count-book al! the herbs and the flowers growing in his way, 
might come ſhort of his journey. You cannot ſtay in your inch 
of time to loſe your day (ſecing you are in haſte, and the night 
and your afternoon will not bide you) in ſetting your heart on this 
yain world: it were your wiidom to read your count-book, and to 
have in readineſs your buſineſs againſt the time you come to death's 
water-ſide. I know your lodging is taken ; your fore runner Chriſt 
hath not forgotten that, and therefore you muſt ſet yourſelf to one 
thing, which ye cannot well want, In that our Lord took your 
huſband to himſelf, I know it was that he might make room for 
himſelf ; he cutteth off your love to the creature, that ye might 
learn that God only is the right owner of your love, ſorrow, loſs, 
ſadneſs, death, or the worſt things that are, except ſin; but Chriſt 
knoweth well what to make of them, and can put his own in the 
croſs's common, that we ſhall be obliged to aſfliftion, and thank 
God, who learned us to make our acquaintance with fuch a rough 
companion, who can hale us to Chriſt, You muſt learn to make 
four evils your great good, and to ſpin out comforts, peace, joy, 
communion with Chriſt, out of your troubles that are Chriſt's 
wooers, ſent to ſpeak for you to himſelf, It is eaſier to get good 
words, and a comfortable meſſage from our Lord, even from ſuch 
rough ſerjeants, as divers temptations. Thanks to God for croſ- 

ſs. When we count and reckon our loſſes in ſeeking God, we find 
godlineſs is great gain, Great partners of a ſliip-full of gold are 
gad to ſee the ſhip come to the harbour: ſurely we and our Lord 
leſus together have a ſhip-full of gold coming home, and our gold 
ls in that ſhip. Some are fo in love (or rather-in luſt) with this 
ite, that they ſell their part of the ſhip for a little thing: I would 
counſel you to buy hope, but ſell it not, and give not away your 
coſſes for nothing; the inſide of Chriſt's croſs is white and joyful. 
and the far end of the black croſs is a fair and glorious heaven ot 
ale: and ſeeing Chriſt hath faſtened heaven to the far end of the 
croſs, and he will not looſe the knot himſelf, and none elſe can (for 
en Chriſt caſteth a knot, all the world cannot loſe it) let us then 


1 | | count 


Chriſt, ſet to work 1or your ſou], and let theſe bear weight with 


and a name on earth that caſts a fweer imell. 8th, How ye will 


ry and happineſs. gth, Imagine what pain and torture is a guil- 


30th, Sin's Joys are but night-dreams, thoughts, Vapours, ima- | 


are days coming on Scotland when barren wombs and dry breaſts, 


in the lee of the harbour, &er the ſtorm come on. 3d, They are 


before, but not ſent away. 5th, Your Lord loveth you, who is 
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count it excceding joy, when we tall into divers temptations, Thus 


recommending you to the tender mercy and grace of our Lord, I 
keſt, 


Aberdeen. ; Your loving F 8. R. \ 
.. DO FFD I DIS 1 
25. 70 JOUN GORDON of Cardeneſs younger. ye 
| 8. 

BY | onoured and dear brother, | 1 
Wrote of late to ycu: multitudes of letters burden me now. 1 & 


am refrelhed with your letter. I exhort you in the bowels of 


you, and ponder them feriouſly ; 1ſt, Weeping and gnaſhing of by 
teeth in utter darkneſs or heaven's joy. 2d, Think what ye would C| 
for an hour, when ye ſhall ly like dead, cold, blackened clay. 2d, 


! 

There is ſand in your glaſs yet, and your ſun is not gone down. | - 
4th. Conſider waat joy and peace is in Chriſt's ſervice, 5th, I pt 
Think what advantage it will be to have angels, the world, mY and v 
death, croſſes, yea, and devils all for you, as the King's ſerjeants Y yy 
and lervants, to do your buſineſs. 6th, To have mercy on your o1 
ſced, and a bleſſing on your houſe. th. To have true honour, I m 


rejoice when Chriſt layeth down your head under his chin, and be- 
twixt his breaſts, and drieth your face, and welcometh you to glo- 


ty conſcience; what flavery to carry the devil's diſhoneſt loads. 


ginations and ſhedows. 11th, What dignity it is to be a ſon of | 
God. 12th, Dominion and maſtery over tentations, over the 
world and lia. 13th, That your enemies ſhould be the tail, and 
you the head. For your bairns now at reſt. I ſpeak to you and 
your wife (and cauſe her read this) iſt, I am witneſs of Barbara's 
glory in heaven 29, For the reſt, I write it under my hand, there 


and chiidlefs parents, ſhall be pronounced bleſſed : they are then 


not loſt to you. that are laid up in Chriſt's treaſury in heaven. 4th, 
At the reſurrection ye ſhall meet with them; there they are ſent 


homely to take and pive, borrow and lend. Gth, Let not bairns 
be your idols; for God will be jealous, and take away the idol, 
| becauſe he is greedy of your love wholly. I bleſs you, your wife T 


and children. Grace for evermore be with you. ne 
Aberdeen. Tour loving paftor, 8. . lu 

| 7 

fir 
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26. 7 JOHN GORDON of Cargdon;fs eller. 


Honurable and deareſt in the Lord, 
Our letter hath refreſned my ſoul. 


ye know I have recommended his love to you 
Satan and fin. His love hath neither brim nor bottom in it. My 
deareſt in Chriſt, I write my ſoul's deſire to you; heaven is not at 
the next door: I find Chriſtianity an hard taſk: ſet to it in your 
evening; we would all keep both Chriſt and our right eye, our 
right hand and foot; but it will not be with us. I beſeech you, 
by the mercies of God, and your compearance before Chriſt, look 
Chiiſt's count-book and your own together, and collation them; 


give the remnant of your time to your foul: this great idol god, 
the world, will be lying in white athes, in the day of your com- 


pearance; and why ſhovid night-dreams, and day-thadows, and 


water froth, and May flowers run away with your heart? When 


we win to the water ſide, and black death's river brink, and put 


our foot in the boat, we ſhall laugh at our folly. Sir, I recom- 
mend unto you the thoughts of death, and how ye could wiſh 


your ſoul to be when ye ſhall ly cold, blue, ill- ſmelling clay. For 
any hireling to be intruded, I, being the king's priſoner, cannot 
ſay much; but, as God's miniſter, I deſire you to read Acts i. 


15. 16, to the end and Acts vi. 2, 3, 4, 5. and ye ſhall find 
God's people ſhould have a voice in chuſing church-rulers and 
I ſhall be ſorry, if willingly ye ſhall give way to his 


teachers, | | 
unlawful intruſion upon my labours: the only wiſe God direct 
jou. God's grace be with you, 


Aberdeen. Dur loving paſtor, 8. R. 


297. 7 EARLS-TOUN younger. 
Much honoured and well-beloved in the Lord. 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Your letters give a daſh 
to my lazineſs in writing. I muſt firſt tell you, there is not 
ſuch a glaſſy, icy and ſlippery piece of way betwixt you and hea- 


ven, as youth: I have experience to ſay with me here, and ſeal 


what I aſſert; the old aſhes of the fins of my youth are now fire 
of ſorrow to me: I have ſeen the devil, as it were, dead and bu- 
ned, and yet riſe again, and be a worſe devil than ever he was. 
Therefore, my brother, beware of a green young devil that hath 


never been buried: the devil in his flowers (I mean, the hot fiery. 
luſts and paſſions of youth) is much to be feared : better yoke _ 


vith an old grey haired, withered, dry devil: for in youth he 
tindeth dry ſticks, and dry coals, and an hot hearth ſtone; and 
how ſoon can he with his flint caſt fire, and wich his bellows blow 


xb * 


r 


My joy is fulfilled, if 
1 Chriſt and ye be faſt together: ye are my joy aud my crown; 
[ defy the world, 


— 
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it up, and fire the honſe? Sanctified thoughts, thoughts made 
conſcience ot, and called in, and kept in awe, are green fuel that 
burn not, and are a water for Satan's coal. Yet I muſt tell you, 
the whole ſaints now triumphant in heaven, and ſtanding before 
the throne, are nothing but Chriſt's forlorn and beggarly dyvours, | 
What are they but a pack of redeemed ſinners? but their redemp- | 
tion is not only paſt the ſeals, but compleated; and yours is on 
the wheels, and in doing: all Chriſt's good bairns go to heaven 
with a broken brow, and with a crooked leg. Chriſt hath an 
advantage of you, and I pray you let him have it, he ſhall find 
employment for his calling in you: if it were not with you as you 
write, grace ſhould find no ſale nor market in you; but ye muſt 
be content to give Chriſt ſomewhat ado; I am glad that he is em- | 
ployed that way; let your bleeding ſoul and your ſores be put in 
_ the hand of this expert Phylician ; let young and ſtrong corrupti- 
ons and his free grace be yoked together, and let Chriſt and your 
fins deal it betwixt them. I will be loth to put you off your fears, 
and your ſenſe of deadneſs ; (I wiſh it were more) there be ſome 
wounds of that nature that their bleeding ſhould not be ſoon ſtop- | 
ped: ye muſt take a houſe beſide the Phyſician; it (hall be a mi- 


© racle if ye be the firſt ſick man he put away uncured, and worſe 
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than he found you. Nay, nay, Chriſt is honeſt, and in that, fly- | 
ting free with ſinners, John vi. 37. And him that cometh tome | 
I will in no wite caſt out.” Take ye that: it cannot be preſump- 
tion to take that as your own, when ye find your wounds ſtound | 
you; preſemption is ever whole at the heart, and hath but the | 
truant-ſickneis, and groaneth only for the faſhion; faith hath 
ſenſe of ſickneſs, and looketh like a friend to the promiſes ; and 
looking to Chriſt therein is glad to fee a known face. Chriſt is 
as full a feaſt as ye can have to hunger. Nay, Chriſt, I fay, is 
not a full man's leavings; his mercy ſends always a letter of deſi- 
ance to all your fins, if there were ten thouſand more of them. I 
grant you it is a hard matter for a poor hungry man to vin his 
meat upon hidden Chriſt: for then the key of his pantry door, 
and of the houſe of wine, is a ſeeking, and cannot be had; but 
hunger muſt break through iron locks. I bemoan them not who 
can make a din, and all the fields ado, for a loſt Saviour: ye mult 
let him hear it, to ſay ſo, upon both the ſides of his head, when 
he hideth himſelf ; it is not time then to be bird-mouth'd and pa- 
tient. Chriſt is rare indeed, and a delicate to a ſinner; he is a 
miracle, and world's wonder to a ſeeking and a weeping {inner ; 
but yet ſuch a miracle as will be ſeen by them, who will come and 
| ſee: the ſecker and ſigher is at laſt a finger and enjoyer ; nay I have 
{een a dumb man get an alms from Chriſt. He that can tell his 
tale, and ſend ſuch a letter to heaven as he hath ſent to Aberdeen, 
it is very like he will come ſpeed with Chriſt ; it bodeth God's 

6 | . . mercy, 
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mercy to complain heartily for fin. Let wreſtling be with Chriſt, 
till he ſay, How is it, Sir, that I cannot be quit of your bills, and 
our miflearned cries? and then hope for Chriſt's bleſſing, and 
his bleſſing is better than other ten bleſſings, Think not ſhame 
becauſe of your guiltineſs: neceſſity muſt not bluſh to beg: it 
ſtandeth yoa hard to want Chriſt; and therefore that which idle 
on waiting cannot do, miſnurtured crying and knocking wilt do. 
And for doubtings, becauſe you are not as you were long ſince 
with your maſter, conſider three things: 1ſt. What if Chriſt had 
ſuch tottering thoughts of the bargain of the new covenant betwixt 
yoa and him, as you have? 2d. Your heart is not the compaſs 


Chrilt faileth by; he will give you leave to ſing as you pleaſe, but 


he will not dance to your daft ſpring, It i not referred to you 
and your thoughts what Chriſt will do with the charters betwixt 
you and him: your own misbelief hath torn them; but he hath 
the principal in heaven with himſelf : your thoughts are no parts 
of the new covenant ; dreams change not Chriſt. zd. Doubiing 

are your ſins, but they are Chriſt's drugs and ingredients that the 
Phyſician maketh uſe of for the curing of your pride. Is it not 
ſuitable for a beggar to ſay at meat, God reward the winners? 
for then he ſaith, he knoweth who beareth the charges of the 
houſe. It is alſo meet ye ſhould know by experience that faith is 
not nature's ill: gotten baſtard, but your Lord's free gift that lay 
in the womb of God's free grace; praiſed be the winner. I may 
add a fourth, In the paſſing of your bill and your charters, when 
they went through the Mediator's great ſeal, and were concluded, 

faith's advice was not ſought: faith hath nota vote beſide Chriſt's 
merits; blood, blood, dear blood, that came from your Cautioner's 
holy body, maketh that ſure work, The uſe then which ye have 
ef faith now (having already cloſed with Jeſus Chi iſt for juſtifica- 
tion) is, to take out a copy af your pardon ; and fo ye have peace 
with God upon the account of Chrilt : for, ſince faith apprehen- 
deth pardon, but never payeth a penny for it, no marvel that ſal- 
vation doth not die and live, ebb or flow with the working of 
faith. But, becauſe it is your Lord's honour to believe his mercy 
and his fidelity, it is infinite goodneſs in our Lord, that misbelief 
giveth a daſh to our Lord's glory, and not to our ſalvation, And 

ſo, whoever want, (yea, howbeit God here bear With the want of 
Wat we are obliged to give him, even the glory of his grace by 
believing, yet) a poor covenanted ſinner wariteth not: but if guil. 
tineſs were removed, doubtings would find no friend, nor lite : 
ud yet taith is to believe the removal of guiltineſs in Chriſt. 4 
reaton why ye get leſs now (as ye think) than befwre ſas I take 
it) is, becauſe, at our firſt converſion, our Lord putteth the megy 
in young bairns mouths with his own hand; but when we grow 
to ſome further perfection, we muſt take heaven by violence, 2p 


? Af. 


—_— 
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ke by violence from Chriſt what we get; and he can, and doth . 
. hold, becauſe he will have us to draw. Remember, now ye muſt 8 
| 1188 de upon violent plucking, Lazineſs is a greater fault now than * 
11 long ſince; we love always to have the pap in our mouth. Now 
18 for myſelf; alas! I am not the man J go for in this nation; mn II. 
LY | have not juſt weights ro weigh me in. Oh, but J am a ſilly feck- 1 
tets body, and overgrown with weeds ; corruption is rank and fat ( 2: 


in me. O if I were anſwerable to this holy cauſe, and to that ho- 
nourable Prince's love for whom I now ſuffer ! If Chrift would re- 
ter the matter to me, (in his preſence I ſpeak it) I might think 
11 nume to vote my own ſalvation; I think Chriſt might ſay, Think'ft 
1 thou not fhame to claim heaven, who doſt ſo little for it? I am 
ven often ſo, that I know not whether 1 ſink or ſwim in the wa- 


1 ter; I find mvſelf a bag of light froth; 1 would bear no weight, (i 
"1h vanity and nothings weigh in Chriſt's balance) if my Lord IF { 
:-- galt not in borrowed weight and metal, even Chriit's righteouf- 50 
5 285, to weigh for me. The ſtock I have is not mine own; I am : 
1 . k i it 
it gut the merchant that traffics with other folks goods: if my cre- in 
I, gitor Chriſt would take from me what he hath lent, I would not tr 
f long keep the cauſeway; but Chriſt hath made it mine and his. to 
| lt ink it manhood to play the coward, and joak in the lee. ſide of th 
11 | ; Chriſt; and thus I am not only ſaved from my enemies, but Job- as 
it 1 tein the victory. I am ſo empty, that I think it were an alms- hi 
'\ | decd in Chriſt, if he would win a poor priſoner's bleſſing for erer. WM 
1 more, and fill me with his love. I complain when Chriſt cometh, 10 
Wa He cometh always to fetch fire, he is ever in haſte, he may not I bi 
HE ry; and poor [ (a beggarly dyvour) get but a ſtanding viſt 1 g 
1 d a ſtauding kiſs, and but, How doeſt thou? in the bygoing. 5 
. { dare not ſay he is lordly, becauſe he is made a king now at the th 
1 right hand of God; or is grown miſkenning and dry to his poor 3 
„ friends; (for he cannot make more of his kiſſes than they are 5 
ii vorth:) but J think it my happineſs to love the love of Chriſt: I ca 
10. and when he goeth away, the memory of his ſweet preſence is WM 4 
ll. like a feaſt in a dear ſummer. I have comfort in this, that my he 
1 an! deſireth tha every hour of my impriſonment were a company m 
1 ©. heavenly tongues to praiſe him on my behalf; howbeit, my MW ut 
| bonds were prolonged for many hundred years. O that I could be M 
' . the man who could procure my Lord's glory to flow like a full ſea, gr 
11 4:1 blow like a mighty wind upon all the four airths of Scotland, MW f 
THY . gland and Ireland! O if I could write a book of his praiſes! O be 
i RE faireſt among the ſons of men, why ſtayeſt thou ſo long away? th 
q | | O neavens, move faſt! O time, run, run, and haſten the marriage” ca 
1 gay! for love is tormented with delays. O angels, O ſeraphims us 
1 v9 ſtand before him, O bleſſed ſpirits who now ſee his face. ſet ; 


himon bigh! for when ye have worn your harps in bis praiſes, al 
co little, and is nothing, to caſt the ſmell of the praiſe of 15 
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fair flower, that fragrant ro 1 of Sharon, thronoh many world; ' 
gi, take my hearty commendations to him, and tell him that 
am ſick of love. Grace be with you, 

Aber deu, June 16, ; Durs i in his fore Lord. 

1637. 155 | | _ Felus, 8. R. 
tn ED NED DDD ee > > 
28. 79 Pus honoured and dear brother ALEXAN DER GORDU N 
/ Knockeray. 


_ Dearef and truly honoured brother, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I have ſeen 1 no letter or 
you ſince I came to Aberdeen; I will not interpret it to 
forgeifulneſs. I am here in a fair priſon, Chriſt is my ſweet «i q 
honourable fellow. priſoner, and his ſad and joyful Lord-prifor-+, 
(if | may peak ſo) I think this croſs becometh me well, an! (2 
ſuitable to me in reſpect of my duty to ſuffer for Chriſt; how be 


not in regard of my deſerving, to be thus honoured. Howe: c7 


it be, I ſee Chriſt is ſtrong, even lying in the duſt, in priſon, and 
in baniſhment. Loſſes and difgraces are the wheels of Chriſt's 
triumphing chariot; in the ſufferings of his own ſaints, as he in- 
tendeth their good, fo he intendeth his own glory, and that is 
the butt his arrows ſhoot at; and Chrilt ſhooteth not at the rov- 
ers, he hittech what he purpoſeth to hit: therefore he doth mac 
his own feckleſs and weak nothings, and theſe who are the con- 
tempt of men, a new tharp threſhing inſtrument having teeth, 
to threſh the mountains, and beat them ſmall, and to maxe 
hills as chaff, and to fan them,” Ifa xli. 15,16. What harder 
Huff, or harder grain for threſhing out, than high and rocky 
mouatains ? but the ſaints are God's threſhing inſtruments to baut 
them all in chaff: are we not God's lem veſſels! and yet when 
tue caſt us over an houſe we are not broken in ſheards ; we cre-# 
in under our Lord's wings in the great ſhower, and the wa 
cannot go thoraugh theſe wings. It is folly then for men to ſay 7 
this is not Chriſt's plea, he will loſe the wed fee. men are like to. 
beguile him: that were indeed a ſtrange play. Nay, I dire pledpe 
my ſoul, and lay it in pawn on Chriſt's fide of it, and be hal? 
liner half-winner with my maſter: let fools laugh the fools laugh». 
ter, and ſcorn Chriſt, and bid the weeping captives in Babylon 
lng us one of the ſongs of Zion, play a ſpring to chear up your 
kd-hearted God; we may {ing upon Inck's head before-hand, e. 
ven in our winter ſtorm. in the expect.tion of a ſummer ſun af 
the turn of the year; no created powers in hell, or out of he! 
can mar our Lord qeſus his muſic nor ſpill our ſong of joy; 
us then be glad and rcjoice in the ſalvation of our Lord: for 5 1 
ded never yet cauſe to have wet cheeks, and hanging down bro 

* to devop or die; what can all faith, ſecing Chriit tu fer 

E 


| 6 iW. ! 


50 


ſhould we go to heaven wee ping, as if we were like to fall down 


to look like dead folks; but the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be the 
rock of our ſalvation.“ Pfalm xviii. 46. None have right to joy 


conquiſhed joy. My dear brother, I cannot but ſpeak what I | 


of this.crabbed tree of the croſs? Nay, my Father's never enough 
admired providence can make a fair feaſt out of a black devil; ho- 


- would even fall ſound afleep in Chriſt's arms, and my ſinful head 
on his holy breaſt, while he kiſſeth me; were it not that often the 
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himſelf (with reverence to him be it ſpoken) to be commanded by 


it, and Chriſt commandeth all things? Faith may dance becauſe 
_ Chriſt ſings; and we may come in the quire, and lift our hoarſe 
and rough voices, and chirp and ſing, and ſhout for joy with our 
Lord jeſus. We ſce oxen go to the ſhambles leaping and ſtartle- 


ing; we ſ.e God's fed oxen prepared for the day of ſlaughter, go 
dancing and ſiuging down to the black chambers of hell; and why 


through the earth for ſorrow? If God were dead (if I may {peak 
o, with reverence of him who liveth for ever and ever) and 
Chriſt buried, and rotten among the worms, we might have cauſe 


but we; for joy is ſown for us, and an ill ſummer or harveſt will 
not ſpill the crop. The children of this world have much robbed 
Joy that is not well come: it is no good ſport they laugh at: they } 
ſteal joy, as it were, from God; for he commandeth them is 
mourn and howl; then ler us claim our leel come and lawfully- 


cad an. we ws ww. - . Mo noni 


have felt; ſeeing my Lord jeſus hath broken a box of ſpikenard 
upon the head of his poor priſoner, and it is hard to hide a ſweet 


ſmell; it is a pain to {mother Chriſt's love; it will be out whe- 7 


ther we will or not. If we did but ſpeak according to the mz'ter, 
a croſs for Chriſt ſhould have another name; yea, a croſs, cipcci- 
ally when he cometh with his arms full of joys, is the happicſt haid 
tree that ever was laid upon my weak ſhoulder. Chriſt and his 
croſs together are tweet company, and a bleſſed couple. My pri- 


ſon is my palace, my ſorrow is with child of joy, my loſſes are n 
rich loſſes, my pain eaſy pain, my heavy days are holy and happy c 
V 


days. I may tell a new tale of Chriſt to my friends. Oh it I 


could make a love-ſong of him, and could commend Chriſt, and t 
tune his praiſes aright! O if I could ſet all tongues in Great Bri- al 


tain and Ireland to work, to help me to ſing a new ſong of my Ye 


Well. beloved! O if I could be a bridge over a water for my Lord Cc 


Jeſus to walk upon, and keep his feet dry! O if my poor bit tl 


heaven could go betwixt my Lord and blaſphemy, and diſhonour : I 
(upon condition he loved me.) O that my heart could ſay this In 
v ord, and bide by it for ever! is it not great art and incompara- Ne 


ble wiſdom in my Lo1d, who can bring forth {uch fair apples out fo 


thing can come wrong to my Lord in his ſweet wo:king I 


wind turneth to the north, and whiles my ſweet Lord Jeſus is fo, 
that he will neither give nor take, borrow nor lend with me. I 
2 | | | £ complain 


that time. Grace be with you, 


d. 20: . 97 


complain he is not ſocial; I half call him proud and lordly of ais 


company, and nice of his looks; which yet is not true. It would 
content me to give. howbeit he ſhould not take; I ſhould be con- 


tent to want his kiſſes at ſuch times, providing he would be con- 


tent to come near hand, and take my werſh, dry, and feckleſs hi. 
ſes: but at that time he will not be entreated, but lets a poor 
ſtand ſtill and knock, and never let on him that he heareth : nf 
then the old leavings and broken meat, and dry ſighs, are greate- 
chear than I can tell: all J have then is, that howbeit the law nd 
wrath have gotten a decreet againſt me, I yet lippen that mo 
good in Chriſt, as to get a ſuſpenſion, and to bring my cauſe in 
reaſoning again before my Well beloved. I deſire but to be heard, 
and at laſt he is content to come and agree the matter with a fo, 
and forgive freely, becauſe he is God. Oh, if men would glo- 


rity him, and taſte of Chriſt's ſweetneſs! Brother, ye have need 
to be buſy with Chriſt for this whoriſh kirk: I fear leſt Chriſt caſt 
water upon Scotland's coal; nay, I know Chriſt and his wife 


be heard, he will plead for the broken covenant. Arm you agent 


Aberdeen, June 16, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1636%/ R 1 . 


29. To the Lady KILCONQUHAIR, 
Mitreſs, SS 


now when ſo many are for a home nearer hand: but your Lord 


calleth you to another life and glory than is to be found her. 


Way: and therefore I would counſel you to make ſure the char- 
ters and rights which ye have to ſalvation. You came to this /ife 
about a neceſſary and weighty buſineſs, to tryſt with Chriſt ann 
your precious ſoul, the eternal ſalvation of it: this is the moſt ne- 
ceſſary buſineſs ye have in this life; and your other adoes, bc{:- 
this, are but toys, and feathers, and dreams, and fancies: this 


is in the preateſt haſte, and ſhould be done firſt. Means are d 


in the goſpel to draw on a meeting betwixt Chriſt and you: it ye 
neglect your part of it, it is as if you would tear the contract He. 
fore Chriſt's eyes, and give up the match, that there ſhall be no 
more communing of that buſineſs. I know other lovers beſide 
Chriſt are in ſuit of you, and your ſoul wanteth not many wooet s ; 
but 1 pray you make a chaſte virgin of your ſoul, and let it le 
but one; moſt worthy is Chriſt alone of all your ſoul's love, how- 
beit your love were higher than the heaven, and deeper than rh 
loweſt of this earth, and broader than this world. Many, alas 
too many, make a common {trumpet of their foul, for every love: 

Gs G 2 _ that 
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Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad to hear that 
you have your face home ward towards your Father's houfe, 
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that cometh to the houſe. Marriage with Chriſt would put your 


love and your heart by the gate out of the way, and out ot the 


eye of all other unlawful ſuitors; and then you had a ready an- 
{wer for all others, I am already promiſed away to Chriſt, the 
match is concluded, my ſoul hath a huſband already, and it can- 
not have two huſbands. Oh if the world did but know what a 


ſmell the ointmenrs of Chriſt caſt, and how raviſhing his beauty, 
even the beauty of the faireſt of the fons of men, is, and how 
{weet and powerful his voice is, the voice of that one Well- beloved; 
certainly where Chriſt cometh he runneth away with the tou!'s 


love, fo that they cannot command it, I would far rather look 
but throngh the hole of Chriſt's door, to ſee but the one half of 


his faireſt and moſt comely face, (for he looketh like heaven) 
ſappoſe I ſhould never win in to ſee his excellency and glory to 
the full; than to enjoy the flower, the bloom, and chiefeſt excel- 


lency of the glory and riches of ten worlds. Lord ſend me, for 


my part, but the meaneſt ſhare of Chriſt that can be given to any 
of the in-dwellers of the new jeruſalem. But I know my Lord is 
no niggard; he can, and it becometh him well to give more than 


my narrow ſoul can receive. If there were ten thouſand thouſand 


millions of worlds, and as many heavens full of men and angels, 
Chriſt would not be pinched to ſupply all our wants, and to fill 


us all. Chriſt is a well of life, but who knoweth how deep it is 
to the bottom? This ſoul of ours hath love, and cannot but love 


ſome fair one: and O what a fair one, what an only one, what 


an excellent, lovely, raviſhing one is Jaſus! Put the beauty of ten 


thouſand thouſand worlds of paradiſes like the garden of Eden in 
one; put all trees, all flowers, all ſmells, all colours, all taſtes, 
all joys, all ſweetneſs, all lovelineſs ia one: O what a fair and 


excellent thing would that be? And yet it ſhould be leſs to that 
fair and deareſt Well beloved Chriſt, than one drop of rain to the 


whole ſeas, rivers, lakes, and fountains of ten thouſand earths. 


O but Chriſt is heaven's wonder, and earth's wonder i What mar- 


vel that his bride faith, Cant. v. 16. He is altogether lovely?“ Oh 


that black ſouls will not come and fetch all their love to this fair 
one! O if 1 could invite and perſuade thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand of Adam's ſons. to flock about my Lord 
Jeſus, and to come and take their fill of love! Oh pity for ever- 


more, that there ſhon!d be ſuch an one as Chriſt Jeſus, ſo bound- 
leſs, ſo bottomleſs, and ſo incomparable in infinite exceliency 


and ſweerneſs, and ſo few to take him! Oh, oh, ye poor diy 


and dead fouls, why will ye not come hither with your toom 


veſſels, and your empty ſouls, to this huge, and fair, and deep, 
and ſweet well of life; and fill all your toom veſſels? Oh 
that Chriſt ſhould be ſo large in ſweetneſs and worth, and we 


fo narrow, ſo pinched, ſo ebb, and ſo void of all happineſs, * 
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yet men will not take him! they loſe their love miſerably, who will 
not beſtow it upon this lovely One. Alas! theſe five thouſand 


years, Adam's fovis, his watter heirs, have been, waſting and laviſh- 
jag out their love and their affections upon black lovers, and black: 


harlots, upon Hits or dead creatures, and broken idols, upon this 


and that fecklels creature; and have not brought their love and 
their heart to ſetus. O pity, that fairncſs hath fo. few lovers! O 


o, wo: g tools of this worid, who run by Chriſt to other lov. 


ers! Oh mite ry, mitery, mitery, that comelineſs can ſcarce get three 
or tour hearts in à town or country! Oh that there is ſo much 
ſpoken, and do macm written, and fo much thought of creature- 
vanity ; and io little lpoken, ſo little written, ſo little thought of 
my peat, aud incomprehenſible, and never- enough - wondered at 
Lord jeius! iy ſhould 1 not curſe this forlorn, and wretched 
world, that ivfereth my Lord jeſus to ly his alone? O damned 


foals! O mik-nning world! O blind! O beggarly, and poor fouls !. 
0 wevitched focls! what aileth you art Chriit, that you run ſo 
fron him? dare not challenge providence, that there are fo few. 


b1zers, and io ſittle ſale for ſuch an excellent one as Chriſt. O the 


depth, and O the height of my Lord's ways, that's paſt finding out! 
but oh it men word once be wile, and not fall fo in love with their 


own hell, as to paſs by Chriſt, and miſken him ! but let us come 
near, and fill onrielves with Chrift, and let his friends drink, and 
be drunken, and ſatisfy our hollow and deep deſires with Jeſus, 
On come ail and drink at this living well; come drink and live 
for evermore, come drink and welcome; welcome, faith our faireſt 
Bridegroom : no man getteth Chriſt with ill-will, no man cometh 
and is not welcome, no man cometh and rueth his voyage: all 


men ſpeak well of Chriſt, who have been at him; men and angels 


who know him will ſay more than I do, and think more of him 
than they can ſay. O if I were miſted and bewildered in my Lord's 


love! O if I were fettered and chained to it! O {weet pain, to be 


pained for a ſight of him! O living death! O good death! O 
lovely death, to die for love of J-fus ! O that 1 ſhould have a ſore 
heart and a painted foul, for the wanting of the love of this and 
that idol! Wo, wo o the miſtaking. of my miſcarrying heart, that 


gapeth and crieth for creatures, and is not pained and cutted, and 
tortured, and in ſorrow for the want of a ſoul-fill of Chriſt ® Ot 


that thou wonldſt come near. my Beloved ! O my faireft One, way 
ſtandeſt thou atar ! come hither, that I may be fatiated with thy 
excellent love: O for an union! O for a fellowſhip with Jeſus ! 
O that I could buy with a price that lovely One, ſuppoſe hell's tor- 
ments for a while were the price! 1 cannot believe but Chriſt will 


rue upon his pained lovers, and come and eaſe fick hearts, who 
ph and ſwoon for want of Chriſt: who do bide Chriſt's love to 


de dice? What heaven can there be like to hell, than to luſt and 
| | | grettt 
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other things beſide our Lord, and therefore our Lord bunteth for 


g ein and dwine, and fall aſwoon for Chriſt's love, and to want it! 


is not this hell, and heaven woven through other? is not this pain 


an · i j y, ſweetneſs and ſadneſs to be in one web, the one the weft, 
the other the warp? Thereſore I would Chriſt would let us 
meet and join together, the ſoul and Chriſt in others arms. O 
what meeting is like this, to ſee blackneſs and beauty, contempri- 


_ blenefs and plory, highneſs and baſeneſs, even a foul and Chriſt kiſs 


opt another! Nay, but when ail is done, I may be wearied in ſpeak- 
ing and writirg ; but O how far am 1 fiom the right expreſſion 


al Chriſt or his love! I can neither ſpeak, nor write, feeling, nor 


taſting, nor ſmelling : come fecl, and ſmell. and taſte Chriſt and 
his love, and ye ſhall call it more than can be ſpoken : to write how 
{weet the honey-comb is, is not ſo lovely as to eat and ſuck the 
honey-comb : one night's reſt in a bed of love with Chriſt, will 
ay more than heart can think, or tongue can utter. Neither need 
we fear croſſes, or ſigh, or be fad for any thing that is on this fide 
ot heaven, if we have Chriſt : our croſſes wiii never draw blood of 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and peace of conſcience ; our joy is 


laid up in fuch a high place, as temptations cannot climb up to 


take it down: this world may boaſt Chriſt, but they date not 
ſtrike; or if they ſtrike, they break their arm in fetching a ſtroke 
upon a rock. O that we could put our treaſure in Chriſt's hand, 
and give him our gold to keep, and our crown. Strive, Miſtrcls, 


10 throng through the thorns of this lite, to be at Chriſt; 


loſe not fight of bim in this cloudy and dark day; flecp with bim 
in your heart in the night; learn not at the world to fave Chriſt, 
but aſk himſelf the way; the world is a faiſe copy, and a ling 
guide to follow. Remember my love to your huſband ; I with 
all to him I have written here. The ſweet preſence, the long luſt- 
ian good Will of our God. the warmly and lovely comforts of our 
id Jeſus be with you. Help me his pritoncr in your prayers; 
i9s 1 remember you. : | KT 


Aberdeen, Arp, 8. Furs in his fweet Lord 


1637. 2 | Feſus, 8 R. 


N 30. To the Lady FO RRE T. 

Mor thy Miſtreſe, 5 | 3 

; 8 mercy and peace be unto you. I long to hear from 
& I you; I hear Chriſt hath been that kind as to viſit you with 
ſickncts, and to bring you to the door of the grave: bur ye found 
the door ſhut (bleſſed be his glorious name) while riper for etcr- 
nity : he will have more {ervice of you : and therefore he ſeeke:h of 
you, that henceforth ye be honeſt to your new Huſband, the Sun 
of God, We have all idol love, and are wboriſhly inclined to love 


Ol 


an 
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our love more ways than one or two. Oh that Chriſt had his own 


eus! 1 know he will not want you, and that is a ſweet wilful- 


nels in his love; and ye have as good cauſe on the other part to be 


headftrong and pere mptory in your love to Chriſt, and not to part 


er vide your love betwixt him and the world: if it were more, 
it 15 little enough yea, too little for iſt I am now every way 


in good terms with Chriſt. he hath a baniſhed priſoner as a 


al on his heart, and as a bracelet on {is arm: that crabbed and 


black tree of the crofs 11:gheth upon me now; the alarming noiſe 
of the croſs is worſe tan itſelf. I love Chriſt's glooms better than 
the world's worm eaten joys. Oh if all the kingdom were as [ 
ain, except theie bonds! My loſs is gain; my ſadneſs, j»ytol; my 
bonds liberty; my tears, cointortable : this world is not worth 2 
drink of cod water. O but Chriſt's love caſteth a græat heat; 
bal, and all rhe ſalt ſea, and tha rivers of the earth cannot quench 


it, remember you to God; ye have the prayers of a 3 | 


ei C:11ſt, Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, March 8 Durs in his fort _ ” 


. e Jjeſus, S R. 
S e 
Its — . — KASKIBERRY, 
Madam, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. Long to hear how your Lady 
ſhip is. I know not how to requite your Ladythip's Rind- 


my but your love to the ſunts, Madam, is laid up in heaven: LI 
know it is for your Wall beloved Chriſt's fake, thar ye make his 
friends ſo dear to you, and co:cern vourſeli {o much in them. 1 


am in this houſe of pilgrimage, very way in good caſe ; Chntt is 


moſt kind and loving to ray toul. It picaleth him to fealt with his 


unſeen conſolations, a ſtranger, aid an exiled priſoner : and 


I wou'd not exchange my Lord Jus, with all the comfort out 
i heaven; his yoke is eaſy, an his burden light. This is his 


truth I now ſuff-r for; for he hath ſcaled it With his blefſc 4 pre- 
fence: I know Chriſt ſhall yet win the Gay, and gain the batte! in 
Scotland. Grace be with you, 
Aberdeen. March „ wien in his feet Let” 
1027. E =: + Tar, $i 


en . NN — deed Nel | 


32. To Mr. JAMES BRUCE, Biftur of the Gel. 


Reverend pore well-beloved brother, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Upon che near ſt acqvaĩn- 
I tance, that we are Father's children 1 thought good 10 write 
6% My caſe in my bonds, for the hon ur of my royal Prince 
ad g Jclus, | is as good as becumuh the Wainels of luch a ſove- 
rcigu 
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reign King. At my firſt coming hither, I was in great heavineſs, 
wreſtling with challenges, being burdened in heart (as | am yet) 
for my ſilent fabbaihs, and for a bereft people, young ones, new. 
born, plucked from the breaſts, and the childrens table drawn. 1 
thought I was a dry tree caſt over the dike of the vineyard : but my 
ſecret concepiions of Chriſt's love, at his ſweet and long-defired 
zeturn to my foul, were found to be a lie of Chriſt's love, forged 
by the tempter, and my own heart; and I am perſuaded it was to, 
Now there is greater peace and ſecurity within than before; the 


court is raiſed and diſmiſſed, for it was not fenced in God's name. 
1 was far miſtaken who ſhould have ſummoned Chrift for unkind- 
neſs; miſted faith, and my fever conceived amiſs of him: now, 
pow, heis pleaſed to feaſt a poor priſoner, and to refreſh me with 
unſpeakable and glorions; ſo as the Holy Spirit is witneſs, that | 


my ſufferings are tor Chriſt's truth; and God forbid I ſhould de- 
ny the teſtimony of the Holy Spirit, and make him a falſe witneſs, 


Now I teſtify under my hand, out of ſome ſmall experience, tat 


Chriſt's cauſe (cven with the croſs) is better than the King's 


rrown; and that his reproaches are ſweet, his croſs perfumed, the | 


walls of my priſon fair and large, my loſſes gain. 1 deſire you, my 

dear brother, help me to praiſe, and remember me in your prayer 

to God. Grace, grace be with you. 1 _ 
Aberdeen, March i 4. Tours in his feet Lerd 

1637. 9 5 en, 8. . 
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| 33. To the Lady EARLSTOUN. 


Race, mercy and peace be to you : I Jong to hear how your 

tou] proſpereth. 1 exhorr you to go on in your journey: 

your day is thort, and your afternoon fun will toon go down: make 
an end of your accounts with your Lord; for death and judgment 
© are tides that bide no man: ſalvation is ſuppoſed tobe at the door, 
and Chriſtianity is thought an eaſy taſk ; but I find it hard, and 
the way ſtrait and narrow, were it not that my guide is content to 
wait on me, and to care for a tired traveller. Hurt not your con- 
ſcience with any known fin. Let your children be as ſo many 
wers, borrowed from God: it the flowers die or wither, thank 
C God tor a ſummer's lan of them, and keep good neighbourhood, 
to borrow and lend with him. Set your heart upon heaven, and 
trouble not your ſpirit with this clay-idol of the world, which is 
but vanity, and hath but the luſtre of the rain-bow IN the ally 
which cometh and goeth with a flying March flower: clay is the 
Kol of baſtards, not the inheritance of the children, My Lord 
| hath bren pleaſed to make many unknown faces laugh upon me, 
and hath made me well content of a borrowed fire-lide, 1d 
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LETTERS. 97 
Goes . T am feaſted with the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, and my 


royal King beareth my charges honourably. I love the ſmell of 
Chriſt's ſweet breath, better than the world's gold. I would I had 
help to praiſe him The great meſſenger of the covenant, the Son 
of God eſtabliſh you on your Rock, and keep you to the day of his 
coming. 

Aberdeen, March 7. Yeurs in his fweet tins 


1037. Jeſus, S. R. 


„e.. eee eee eee rere | 
34. 7 CARLETOUN, 


Worthy and much honoured, 
{ _ Race, mercy aud peace be to you. I reccived your letter fron: 
my brother. to the which I now anſwer particularly, I con- 
le two things of myſelf: iſt, Wo, wo is me that men ſhoule 
think there is any thing in me! He is my witneſs, before whon, 
Jam as ch: yital, that the {-cret houſe-d: vils, rha' bear me toc 


often company, that this ſink of corruption which I find withi 'N, 


maketh me go with low tails; and if others ſaw what Ih, bey 
would look by me, but not to me. 2d. I know this how-1 & | 1s 
free grace behoved to be on me, otherwavs [ would have withered. 
know alſo that I have need of a buffet Mi ans that grace 
may be put toexercile, and I kept low. Wort nd dear brother 
in our Lord Jeſus, I write that from my koart w 55 h ve now read : 
iſt, I vouch that Chriſt, and ſweating and ſighiug u der his croſs, 
is ſweeter to me by far than all the kingdom: in the world could | 
poſſibly be. 2d, If you, and my dearctt acquaintance in Chriſt, 
reap any fruit by my ſuffering let me be weighed in God's even 
balance, if my joy be not fulfilled, What am I to carry the marks 7 
of ſuch a great King? But howbeitI ama fink and ſinful mals, a 
wretched captive of ſin, my Lord Jeſus can he heaven out of wor 0 
timber than I am (if worſe can be.) 34, I now rejoice wi H joy 
unſpeakable and glorious, that 1 never purpoled, to bring Chriſt, 
not the leaſt hoof or hair-breadth of truth under tryſting : [ d: fired 
to have and keep Chriſt all alone, and that he ſhould never rub 
clothes With that black ſkinned harlot of Rome. I am now fully 
paid home, ſo that nothing aileth me for the preſent, but love 
iickneſs for a rea! poſſeſſion of my faireſt Well beloved. I wouid 
give him my bond under my faith and hand, to friſt heaven an 
hundred years longer, fo being he would lay his holy face to my 
lometimes wet checks. Oh, who would not pity me, to know 
how fain | would have the King ſhaking the tree ol of lite upon 
me, or letting me into the well of life with my old diſh, that! 
might be drunken with the fountain here in the houſe of my pil- 
grimage ! I cannot, nay, L would not be quit of Cbriſt's love. He 
Bath Kit he mark benind where he gripped; he gocth away, and 
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leaveth me and his burning love to wreſtle together, and 1 can 
ſcarce win my meat of his love, becauſe of abſence : my Lord giv- 
eth me but hungry half-kiſſes, which ſerve to feed pain, and in- 
creaſe hunger, but do not ſatisfy my deſires; his dieting of my ſoul 
for this race maketh me lean, I have gotten the wail and choice 
of Chriſt's croſſes, even the tithe and the flower of the gold of all 
croſſes, to bear witneſs to the truth; and herein find I liberty, joy, 
_ acceſs, life, comfort, love, faith, ſubmiſſion, patience, and reſoluti- 
on to take delight in on- waiting; and withal in my race he hath 
come near me, and let me ſee the gold and crown : what then want 
I, but fruition and real enjoyment, which is reſerved to my coun- 


try? Let no man think he ſhall loſe at Chriſt's hands in fufferin» | 


for him. 4th, For theſe preſent trials, they are moſt dangerous 


for people ſhall be ſtolen off their feet with well waſher: and 
 white-ſkinned pretences of indifferency ; but it is the power -* | 
the great Antichriſt working in this land. Wo, wo, wo to be apo- 


ſtate Scotland ; there is wrath, and a cup of the red wine of the 
wrath of God Almighty in the Lord's hand, that they ſhall drink 
and ſpue, and fall aud not riſe again, The ſtar called wormwood 


and gall, is fallen in the fountains, and rivers, and hath made them 


bitter : the ſword of the Lord is furniſhed againſt the idol-ſhep- 
| herds of the land; women ſhall bleſs the barren womb and miſ- 
carrying breaſts; all hearts ſhall be faint, and all knees ſhall tremble: 
an end is coming; the Leopard and the Lion ſhall watch over our 
cities; houſes great and fair {hall be deſolate without an inhabi- 
tant: the Lord hath ſaid, Pray not for this people, for I have 
taken my peace from them: yet the Lord's third part ſhall come 
through the fire, as refined gold for the treaſure of the Lord, and 
the out-caſts of Scotland ſhall be gathered together again, and the 


wildernefs {hall bloſſom as the flower, and bud, and grom as the 


roſe of Sharon, and great ſhall be the glory of the Lord upon Scot- 


land. 5th, J am here aſſaulted with the learned and pregnant wits | 


of this kingdom; but, al! honour be to my Lord, truth but laughs 
at bemiſted and blind ſcribes, and diſputers of this world; and God's 
wiſdom confoundeth them, and Chriſt triumpheth in his own 
ſtrong truth, that ſpeaketh for itſelf. 6th, I doubt not but my 
Lord is preparing me for heavier trials : I am moſt ready at the 
good pleaſure of my Lord, in the ftrength of his grace, for any 
thing he ſhall be pleaſed to call me to : neither ſhall the laſt black- 
faced meſſenger, death, be holden at the door, when it ſhall 
knock. If my Lord will take honour of the like of me, how glad 
and joyful ſhall my ſoul be! Let Chriſt come out with me to an 
hotter battle than this, and J ſhall fear no fleſh, I know chat my 
| Maſter will win the day, and that he hath taken the ordering of 
my ſufferings in his own hand 7th. As for my deliverance, that 
miſcariieth ; I am hae, by my Lord's grace, to lay my tan 
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my mouth, to 1c ſilent and wait on: my Lord Jeſus ic on his 


journey for my deliverance; I will not grudge that he runneth | 


not ſo faſt as I would have him: on waiting till the ſwelling ri- 
vers fall, and till my Lord ariſe as a mighty man after ſtrong wine, 


ſhall be my beſt : I have not yet reſiſted to blood. 8th. O how of- 
ten am I laid in the duſt, and urged by the tempter, (who can ride 


his own errands upon our lying apprehenſions) to ſin againſt the 
unchangeable love of my Lord : when I think upon the ſparrows 
and ſwallows, that build their neſts in the kirk of Anwoth, and 
of my dumb ſabbaths, my ſorrowful blear'd eyes look aſquint up- 
on Chriſt, and preſent him as angry. But in this trial, all honour 
to our princely and royal king : faith faileth fair before the wind, 


with top- ſail up, and carrieth the poor paſſenger through. I lay 


inhibitions upon my thoughts, that they receive no ſlanders of 


my only, only beloved: let him even fay out of his own mouth, 


There is no hope; yet I will die in that ſweet beguile, It is not fo: 


I ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. Let me be deceived really, and 


never win to dry land; it is my joy to believe under the water, 


and to die with faith in my hand gripping Chriſt : let my concep- 
tions of Chriſt's love go to the grave with me, and to hell with 
me, I may not, I dare not quit them. I hope to keep Chriſt's 


pawn : if he never come to looſe it, let him ſee to his own pro- 


miſe, I know, preſumption, howbeit it be made of ſtoutneſs, 


will not thus be wilful in heavy trials. Now, my deareſt in Chriſt, 
the great meſſenger of the covenant, the only wiſe and all-ſuffici- 


ent Jehovah eſtabliſhed you to the end. I hear the Lord hath 
been at your houſe, and hath called home your wife to her reſt. 


I know, Sir, ye ſee the Lord looſing the pins of your tabernacle, 
and wooing your love from this plaiſtered and over-gilded world, 


and calling upon you to be making yourſelf ready to go to your 


Father's country, which ſhall be a ſweet fruit of that viſitation. 
Ye know, to ſend the comforter, was a King's word when he af- 
cended on high: ye have claim to, and intereſt in that promiſe, 
Remember my love in Chriſt to your father; ſhew him it is late 


and black night with him; his long lying at the water ſide is, 


that he may look his papers ere he take ſhipping, and be ata point 


for his laſt anſwer before his Judge and Lord. All love, all 
mercy, all grace, and peace, all muluplied faving conſolations, 
all joy and faith in Chriſt, all ſtability and confirming ſtrength 
of grace, and the good will of him that dwelt in the buſh be 


with you. ; — | 7 
Aberdeen, June 15, Dur unworthy brother in his 


3637,  . ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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35. 77 MARION M*NAUGUT. 


* Worthy and deareft in the Lord, 
Ever loved (tince | knew you) that little hd of the Lord's 
planting in Galloway, but now much moic, ſince] have heard 
that he, who hath his fire i in Zion, and his furnace in J:1uſalem, 


hath been plealed to ſet up a furnace amongſt you with the firſt 


in this kingdom: he who maketh oid things new. lecing Scotland 
an old drily and ruſted kiik. s beginning to make a new clean 
bride ot her, and to bring a young chaſte wite to himſelf out of 
the fire. This fire ſhall be quenched, lo ſoon as Chriſt bath 
brought a clean ipoute thorough the fire: therefore, my dearly 
beloved in the Lord, tear not a worm ; fear not, worm Jacob : 
Chriſt is in that plea, and ſhall win the plea: charge un unbe- 
living heart, under the pain of treaſon againſt our great and royal 
King Jeſus, to dependence by faith, and quiet on waiting on our 
Lord : get you into your chambers, avd ſhut the doors about 
you; in, in with Ipeed to your ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope: 
ye doves, flee unto Chriſt's windows till the indignation be over, 
and the ſtorm be paſt: glorify the Lord in your ſufferings, and 
take his banner of love and ſpread over you; others will follow 
you it they ſee you ſtrong in the Lord; their courage ſhall take 
life from your Chriſtian carriage: look up and ſce who is coming, 
lift up your head, he is coming to fave, in garments dyed in 
blood, and travelling i in the greatneſs of his ſtrength. I laugh, I 
| ſmile, I lap for joy, to ſee Chriſt coming to fave you ſo quickly. 
O ſuch wide ſteps Chriſt takeih ! three or four hills are but a ſtep 
to him; he ſkippeth over he mountains, Chriſt hath ſet a battle 
betwixt his poor weak ſaints and his enemies, he wealeth the wea- 
pons for both parties, and faith to the enemies, take you a {word 
of ſtcel, law, authority, parliaments, and kings upon yc ur fide, 


that is your armour : and he faith to his ſaints, I give you a feck- 


leis tree word in your band. and that is, ſuffering, receiving of 
ſtrokes, ſpoiling of your goods; and with your tree-ſword ye ſhall 
get and gain the victory. Was not Chriſt dragged through the 
ditches of deep diſtreſſes, and great ſtraits? and yer Chriſt, who 
is your head, hath win through with his life, howbeit not with a 
whole ſkin. Ye are Chriſt's members, and he is drawing his 
members thorough the thorny hedge up to heaven after him; 
Chriſt one day will not have ſo much as a pained tos; but there 
"Are great pieces and portions of Chriſt's myſtical body, nor yet 
within the gates of the great high city, the new Jeruſalem: and 
the dragon will ſtrike at Chriſt, ſo long as there is one bit or 
member of Chriſt's body out of heaven I tell you, Chriſt will 


Make 1 new work out of old forecallcu Scotland, and gather 1 
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old broken boards of his tabernacle, and pin them, and nail them 
together: but bills and ſupplications are up in heaven, Chriſt 

hath coffers full of them; there is mercy on the other ſide of this 
his croſs; a good anſwer to all our bills is agreed upon. 
tell you what lovely Jeſus, 
my ſoul : 
whiſpereth a word through the wall; and I am well content of 
kindneſs at the ſecond hand; his bode is ever welcome to me, 


fair Jeſus, King Jeſus hath done to 


be what it will; but at other times he will be meſſenger himſelf, : 


and I get the cup of ſalvation out of his own hand, (he drinking 
to me) and we cannot reſt till we be in others arms; and O how 
ſweet is a freſh kiſs trom his holy mouth ! his breathing that go- 
eth before a kiſs upon my poor ſoul, is {weet, and hath no fault, 
but that it is 100 ſhort; I am careleſs, and ſtand not much on this, 
howbeit loins, and back, aud ſhoulders, and head rive in pieces, 

in ſtepping up to my Father's houſe. I know my Lord can make 
long, and broad, and high, and deep glory to his name, out of 
this bit feckleſs body; for Chriſt looketh not what ſtuff he mak. 
eth glory out of, My dearly beloved, ye have often refreſhed me, 
bat that is put up in my Maſter's accompts ; ye have him debtor | 
for me: but if ye will do any thing for me, (as I know ye will) 
now in my extremity, tell all my dear friends, that a priſoner is 
fertered and chain'd in Chriſt's love; Lord never looſe the fetters; 
and ye and they together take my heartieſt commendations to my 
Lord Jeſus, and thank him for a poor friend. I deſire your hus- 


band to read this letter; 1 ſend him a priſoner's bleſſing; Iwill be 


obliged to him, if he will be willing to ſuffer for my dear Maſter; 


ſuffering is the profeſſor's golden garment ; there ſhall be no loſſes 


on Chriſt's ſide of it. Ye have been witneſſes of much joy betwixt 
Chriſt and me at communion-feaſts, the remembrance whereof 
( howbeit I be feaſted in ſecret) holdeth my heart; for I am put 
from the board head, and the King's firſt meſs to his by board, 

and his broken meat is ſweet unto me. I thank my Lord for bor 
rowed crumbs, no leis than when I was feaſted at the communion- 
table in Anworth and Kirkcudbright. Pray that I may get one 


day of Chriſt in public, as I have had long ſince before my eyes 


be cloled Oh that my Maſter would take up houſe again, and 
lend me the keys of his wine cellar again, and God ſend me bor. 
rowed drink till hen! Remember my love to Chriſt's kinſmen with 
you, I pray for Chritt's Father's bleſſing to them all, Grace be 
with you; a priſoner's biefſing be with you: Iwriteit, and I bide 
by it, God ſhall be glorious in Marion M*Naught, when this 
ſrormy blaſt ſhall be over. O woman beloved of God, believe, 
Toke, be ſtrong in-the Lord ! Grace is thy portion. 
Aberdeen, June 15, ͤů 7 our brother in his ſweet _— 
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ſometimes he ſendeth me out a ſtanding drink, and I 
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36. 70 JOH N GORDO N at Riſes n Galloway. 
My worthy and dear brother, 


M not your ſhort ſand glaſs. which Ant very faſt: 


ſeek your Lord in time. Let me obtain of you a letter 
under your hand, for a promiſe to God, by his grace, to take a 
new courſe of walking with God : heaven is not at the next door ; 


I find it hard to be a Chriſtian; there is no little thraſting and 


thronging to thruſt in at heaven's gates; it is a caſtle taken by 
force: Many ſhall ſtrive to enter in, and ſhall not be able. I 
beſeech and obteſt you in the Lord make conſcience of raſh and 
paſſionate eaths, ef raging and ſudden avenging anger, of night- 
drinking, of needleſs companionry, of fabbath-breaking, of hurt- 


ing any under you by word or deed, of hating your very enemies. 
© Except ye receive the kingdom of God as a little child, (and be 
as meek and ſober - minded as a babe) ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God: that is a word which ſhould touch you near, 


and make you ſtoop and caft yourſelf down, and make your great 


ſpirit fall. I know this will not be eaſily done; but I recommend 
it to you, as you tender your part of the kingdom of heaven, 
Brother, I may, from new experience, ſpeak of Chriſt to you. 
Oh if ye ſaw in him what I ſee ! A river of God's unſeen joys have 


flowed from bank to brae over my ſoul ſince I parted with you: 
] wiſh I wanted part, ſo being ye might have; that your ſoul 
might be ſick of leve for Chriſt, or rather ſatiate with him: this 


_ Clay-id9l, the world, would ſeem to you then not worth a fig; 


time will eat you out of poſſeſſion of it: when the eye-ſtrings 
break, and the breath groweth cold, and the impriſoned ſoul look- 
eth out at the windows of the clay: houſe, ready to leap out into 
eternity, what would ye then give for a lamp full of oil? O ſeek 


it now. I deſire you to correct and curb banning, ſwearing, ly- 


ing, drinking, ſabbath breaking, and idle ſpending of the Lord's 


day in abſence from the kirk, as far as your authority reacheth in 


that pariſh, I hear a man is to be thruſt into that place, to the 
which I have God's right; I Know ye ſhould have a voice by God's 
word in that, Acts i. 15, 16. to the end, and Acts vi. 3, 5. Ye 
would be loth that any prelare ſhould put you out of your poſſeſ- 
Gon earthly, and this is your right. I write to your wite. Grace 


| be with you, 


Aberdeen, March 14, 


Your bving paſtor, 
1037. 8. R 
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37. To the Lady HAL HILL. 


Pear and Chriſtian Lady, 25 3% tots ona 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. TI longed much to write 

J to your Ladyſhip; but now, the Lord offering a fit occa- 
fon, I would not omit to do it. I cannot but acquaint your La- 

dyſhip with the kind dealing of Cbriſt to my ſoul, in this houſe of 
my pilgrimage, that your Ladyſhip may know Chriſt is as good as 
he is called: for at my firſt entry into this trial, (being caſten 
down, and troubled with challenges and jealouſies of his love, 
whoſe name and teſtimony I now bear in my bonds) I feared no- 
thing more than that I was caſten over the dike of the vineyard, 
25a dry tree; but, bleſſed be his great name, the dry tree was in 
the fire, and was not burnt, his dew came down and quickened 


the root of a withered plant; and now he is come again with joy, 


and hath been pleaſed to feaſt his exiled and afflicted priſoner with 
the joy of his conſolations: now I weep, but am not ſad; I am 
chaſtened, but I die not; I have loſs, but I want nothing: this 
water cannot drown me, this fire cannot burn me, becauſe of the 
good-will of him that dwelt in the buſh, The worſt things of 
Chriſt, his reproaches, his croſs, is better than Egypt's treaſures. 

He hath opened his door, and taken into his houſe of wine a poor 

finner, and hath left me ſo ſick of love for my Lord Jeſus, that 
if heaven were at my diſpoſing, I would give it for Chriſt, and 


would not be content to go to heaven, except 1 were pertuaded 


Chriſt were there: I wonld not give nor exchange my bonds for 
the P. velvets; nor my priſon for their coaches ; nor my ſighs for 

al the world's laughter; this clay idol, the world, hath no great 

court in my ſoul : Chriſt hath come and run away to heaven with 

my heart and my love, ſo that neither heart nor love is mine; I 
pray God Chriſt may keep both without reverſion, In my eſti- 
mation, as I am now diſpoſed, if my part of this world's clay were 
rouped and fold, I would think it dear of a drink of water. 1 
ſee Chriſt's love is ſo kingly, that it will not abide a marrow; it 
muſt have a throne all alone in the ſoul; and 1 fee apples beguile 

bairns, howbeit they be worm eaten; the moth- eaten pleaſures 
of this preſent world make bairns believe ten is a hundred, and 

Jet all that are here are but ſhadows; if they would draw by the 
curtain that is hanged betwixt them and Chriſt, they ſhould think 
themſelves fools who have fo long miſkenned the Son of God. I 
ſeek no more, next to heaven, but that he may be glorihed in a 
priſoner of Chriſt; and that in my behalf many would praiſe his 
high and glorious name, who heareth the ſighing of the priſoner. 
Remember my ſervice to the Laird your husband, and to your Son 
my acquaintance: I wiſh Chriſt had his young love, and that 2 
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1 the morning he would ſtart to the gate, to ſeek that which ſhix 
ll! world knoweth not, and therefore doth not ſeek it. The ge this 
of our Loid Jeius Chriſt be with you, you 
1 Aberdeen, March 14, _ | Yours 1 in his «fv tos: ver 
1 1637. Jeſus, S. R. gla! 
3 5000 . 00 ſho 
38. To the Right Honourable my Lord LINDSAY, = 

| Right honourable and my very good Lord, dor 
il Race, mercy and peace, be to your Lordſhip; banden my and 
boldneſs to expreſs myſelt to your Cordſhip, at this ſo need- to 
ful a time, when your wearied and friendleſs mother-kirk is look- ctel 

ing round about her, to ſee if any of her ſons doth really bemone us! 

her deſolation: therefore, my dear and worthy Lord, I beleech har 


you in the bowels of Chriſt, pity that widowlike lifter and ſpouſe mir 
of Chriſt. I know, her huſband is not dead, but he ſeemeth to the 
be in another country, and ſeeth well, and beholdeth who are his tha 
true and tender hearted friends, who dare venture under the wa- ſha] 
ter to bring out to dry-land ſinking truth, and who of the nobles pot 
will caſt up their arm, to ward a blow off the crowned- head of Chi 
our royal Lawgiver who reigneth in Zion, who will plead and dra: 
econtend for Jacob, in the day of his controverly. It is now time, I ven 
my worthy and noble Lord, for you who are the little nurſe-fa- fore 
thers (under our lovereign Prince) to put on courage for the fear 
Lord Jeſus, and to take up a fallen orphan, ſpeaking out of the I ® 3 
duſt, and to embrace in your arms Chriſt's bride.: he hath no tor 


| more in Scotland that is the delight of his eyes, but that one lit- I for 
E tle ſiſter, whoſe breaſt's were once well-faſhioned ; ſhe once ra- in C 
1 viſhed her Well beloved with her eyes and overcame him with her time 


beauty; *-ſhe looked forth as the morning, fair as the moon, I dar! 
_ clear as the fun, terrible as an army with banners: her ſtature ſhal 
was like the palm- tree, and her breaſts like cluſters of grapes, Whe 
| and ſhe held the king in his galleries, Cant, iv. ). and vi. 10. floy 
i and vii. 5. 7. But now the crown is fallen from he head, and her cov. 
. gold waxed dim, and our white Nazarites are be ome black as I 2c 
| the coal. Bleſſed are they who will come out and help Chriſt a- per 
gainſt the mighty: the ſhields of the earth and the nobles are I for 
debtors to Chriſt for their honour, and ſhould bring their glory Chr 
and honour to the new Jeruſalem; Rev. xxi. 24. Alas that great I fom 
j men ſhould be ſo far from ſubjecting themſelves to the ſweet yoke | {en 
I of Chriſt, that they burſt his bonds aſunder, and think, they do hav! 
i not go on foot when Chriſt is on horſeback, and that every nod frig 
; of Chriſt, commanding as a king, is a load like a mountain of i- folle 
| ron; and therefore they ſay, This man ſhall not reign over us, is ſt 
| we mult have another king than Chriſt in his own houſe. here- the 
f fore kneel to Chrid, and Kiſs his Soo, and let him have your wp! blip 
ES py | 
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ſhip's vote, as your alone law-giver, I am ſure, when you ſexve 
this old waſte inns of this periſhing life, and ſhall reckon with 
your hoſt, and depart hence, and take (\ipp* ag, and make o- 
ver for eternity, which is the yonder fide of time, and a ſand- 
glaſs of threeſcore ſhort years is running out to look over your 
ſhoulder then, to that which ye have done, ſpoken, and ſuffered 
for Chrif}, (his dear bride that he ranſomed with that blood, 
which is more precious than gold) and for truth, and the free- 
dom of Chriſt's kingdom; your acounts ſhall more ſweetly ſmile 
N and laugh upon you, than if you had two worlds of gold to leave 
to your poſterity. O wy dear Lord. con ſider that our maſter, 
: eternity, and judgment, and the laſt reckoning. will be upon 
us in the twinkling of an eye: the blaſt of the laſt trumpet, now 
hard at band will cry down all acts of parſiament. all the deter- 


minations of preterided aſſembſies, apainſt Chriſt our law- giver: 
) there will be ſhortly a prociamuticn by one ſanding in the clouds, 
3 that time ſhall be no more, and that court with kings of clay 
. TW ſhall be no more; and priſons, confiuements, forfeitures of 
8 nobles, wrath of kings hazard of land 8, houſes and name for 


f © Chriſt ſhall be no more. This world's ſpan- length of time is 

3 drawn now to lefs than half an inch, and to the point of the e- 

„ vening of the day of this old and gray-hair'd world: and there- 

„ fore be fixed and faſt for Chriſt and his truth for a time; and 

e fear not him, whoſe life goeth out at his noſtrils, who Mall die - 
e as a man. I am perſuaded Chriſt is reſponſal, and law: biding, 
o If to make recompence for any thing that is hazarded or given out 
t- for him: loſſes for Chriſt are but our goods given ont in bank 

a- in Chriſt's hand. Kings earthly are well favoured little clay gods, 

er © time's idols; but a fight of our inviſible king (hall decry and 

n, darken all the glory of this world. At the day of Chriſt, truth 

re I fhall be truth, and not treaſon: alas! it is pitiful, that ſilence, 

s, when the thatch of our Lord's houſe hath taken fire, is now the 

0. flower and the bloom of court and ſtate wiſdom; and to caſt a 

er covering over a good profeſſion. (as if it bluſhed at light) is tho't — 
as a canny and ſure way through this life : but the ſafeſt way, Iam WH 
a. perſwaded, is to tine and win with Chriſt, and to hazard fairly 1 
re for him; for heaven is but a company of noble venturers for fl i 
ry Chriſt. 1 dare hazard my ſoul, Chriſt (hall grow green and bloſ- W 
-at © fom as the roſe of Sharon yet in Scotland; howbeit now his leaf 
ke  ſeemeth to wither, and his root to dry up. Your noble anc<ſtors 
do have been inrolled amongſt the worthies of this nation, as the ſure 
od friends of the Bridegroom, and valiant for Chriſt : J hope ye will! 
1. follow on to come to the ſtreets for the ſame ] ord. The world — 
us, is ſtill at yea and nay with Chriſt, It ſhall be your glory, and | 
re- I the ſure foundation of your houſe, (now when houtes are tum- 
d- bling down, and birds building their neſts, $8 chorus and briers 
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are growing up, Where nobles did ſpread a table) if you engage 
your eſtate and nobility for this noble King Jeſus, with whom 
the created powers of the world are ſtill in tops; all the world 


| ſhall fall before him, and (as God liveth) every arm lifted up to 


take the crown off his royal head, or that refuſeth to hold it up- 
on his head, ſhall be broken from the ſhoulder blade: the cyes 
that behold Chriſt weep in ſackcloth, and wallow in his blood, 


and will not help, even theſe eycs ſhall rot away in their eye- 


holes. O if ye, and the nobles of this land, faw the beauty of 
that world's wonder, Jeſus our King, and the glory of him, who 
is angels wonder, and heaven's wonder for 'excellency ! Oh what 
wonld men count of clay-eſtates, of time-eaten life, of worm eaten 


and moth eaten worldly glory, in compariſon of that faireſt of 


God's crearion, the Son of the Father's delights. I have but ſmall 


experience of ſuffering for him; but let my judge and witneſs in 


heaven lay my foul in the ballance of juſtice, if J find nota your 
heaven, and a little paradiſe of glorious comforts and ſoul-deJight- 


ing love · kiſſes of Chriſt here beneath the moon, in ſuffering for 
him and his truth : and that the plory, joy, and peace, and fire | 


of love, I thought had been kept while ſupper-time, when we 


all get leiſure to feaſt our fill upon Chriſt; I have felt it in glo- 
krious beginnings, in my bonds for this princely Lord Jeſus. Oh! 
it is my ſorrow, my daily pain, that men will not come and ſee: 
I would now be aſhamed to believe, that it ſhould be poſſible for 


any foul to think that he could be a loſer for Chriſt, ſuppoſe he 


ſhould lend Chriſt the Lordſhip of Lindſay, or ſome ſuch great 


worldly cftate. Therefore, my worthy and dear Lord, ſet now 
your face againſt the oppoſite of Jeſus, and let your ſoul take 
courage to come under his banner, to appear as his ſoldier for 


him; and the bleſſings of a falling kirk, the prayers of the priſo- 
ners of hope who wait for Zion's joy, and the good will of him 


who dwelt in the buſh, and it burned not, ſhall be with you. To 
his ſaving grace I recommend your Lordſhip, and your houſe, and 
fill am Chriſt's priſoner, nage 1 


Aber deen, Sept. 7, Your Lordſhip's obliged ſervant in his 
1073; --- ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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39. To my Lord BOL D. 

My very honourable and 055d Lord, 3 
( Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am glad to hear that you, 
in the morning of your ſhort day, mind Chriſt; and that 
you love the honour of his crown, and kingdom. I beſeech your 
Lordihip, begin now to frame your love, and to caſt it in no 
mould but one, that it may be for Chiiſt only; for when pour 
love is now in the framing and making, it will take beſt vid 
8 . | | Chriſt: 


that 


our 
1 00 
OUT 
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riſt: 
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Chriſt : if any other than Jeſus get a grip of it, when it is green 
aud young, Chriſt will be an uncouth and ſtrange world to you. 


Promiſe the lodging of your ſoul firſt away to Chriſt, and ſtand 


by your firſt covenant, and keep to Jeſus, that he may find you 
honeſt, It is eaſy to maſter an arrow, and to ſet it right, ere the 


ſtring be drawn; but when once it is ſhot and in the air, and the 
flight begun, then ye have no power at all to command it : it were 


a bleſſed thing, if your love conld now level only at Chriſt, that 
his fair face were the black of the mark ye ſhot at: for when your 
love is looſed, and out of your grips, and in its motion to fetch 
home an idol, and hath taken a whoriſh gadding journey, to ſeck 
an unknown and ſtrange lover, ye ſhall not then have power to 
call home the arrow, or to be maſter of your love; and ye ſhall 
hardly give Chriſt what ye ſcarcely have yourſelf. I Fr peak not this, 
as if youth itfelf could fetch heaven and Chriſt: believe it, my 


Lord, it is hardly credible what a neſt of dangerous temptations | 


youth is; how inconſiderate, fooliſh, proud, vain, heady, raſh, 


profane, and careleſs of God, this piece of your life is; ſo that the 
devil findeth in that age a garniſhed and ſwept houſe for himſelf, 
and ſeven devils worſe than himſelf: for then affections are on 


horſeback, lofty and ſtirring ; then the old man hath blood, luſt, 
much will, and little wit, and hands, feet, wanton eycs, profane 


ears, as his ſervants, and as king's officers at command, to come 
and go at his will; then a green conſcience is as ſouple as the 
twig of a young tree; it is for every way, every, religion, every 
6 what a ſweet 
couple, what a glorious yoke are youth and grace, Chriſt and a 


lewd courſe prevaileth with it: and therefore, 


young man! This is a meeting not to be found in every town, 


None who have been at Chriſt can bring back to your Lordſhip a 


report anſwerable to his worth ; for Chriſt cannot be ſpoken of, 
or commended according to his worth : come and ſce is the moſt 
faithful meſſenger to ſpeak of him; little perfualion would pre- 
vail where this were. It is impoſſible, in the ſetting out of 


Chriſt's love, to lie and paſs over truth's line: the diſcourſes of 
angels, or love-books written by the congregation of ſeraphims 

(all their wits being conjoinea and melted in one) would for ever 
be in che nerher fide of truth, and plentifully declaring the thing 


as it is. The infinitenels, the boundleſneſs of that incomparable 


excellency that is in Jeſus, is a great word. God fend me, it it 
were but the relicks and leavings, or an ounce weight or two, of 
his matchleſs love; and ſuppoſe I never got another heaven (pro- 


riding this bleſſe d fire was evermore burning) 1 could not but be 
happy for ever. Come hither then, and give out your money wiſcly 


for bread; come here, and beſtow your love. I have cavie to 
peak this, becauſe except ye enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt, ye will be 


a cold fricnd to his {poule; ; for it is love to the husband that cau- 
J 2 eth 
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the pawn; and who ſeeth not, that God hath dried up their right 


48 Mr. PUTHERFOORD' Epiſt, 39, 


feth kindneſs to the wife. 1 dare {wear it were a bleſſing to your 
houſe, the honour of your honour, the flower of your credit, 


now in your place, and as far as ye are able, tolend your hand to 


Four weeping mother, even your oppreſſed and ſpoiled mother- 
kirk. If ye love her, and beſtir yourſelf for her, and hazard the 
Lordſhip of Boyd for the recovery of her vail (which the ſmiting 
 watchmen have taken from her) then {urely her husband will ſcorn 


to fleep in your common or reverence. Bits of Lordſhips are lit- 


tile to him, who hath many crowns on his head, and the kingdoms 


of the world in the hollow of his hand. Court, honour, glory, 
riches, ſtability of houſes, favour of princes are all on his finger- 


ends. O what glory were it to lend your honour to Chriſt. and 
to his Jernſalem. Yeare one of Zion's horn tons; your honoura- 
ble and Chriſtiau parents would venture you upon Chriſt's errands: 

therefore I beſecch you, by the mercies of God, by the death and 


wounds of Jeſus, by the hope of your glorious inheritance, and 


by the comfort and hope of the joytul preſence ye would have at 


the water-fide, when ye are putting your foot in the dark grave, 


take courage for Chriſt's truth, and the honour of his free king- 


dom; for, howbeit ye be a young flower, and preen before the 
ſun, ye know not how ſoon death will cauſe you caſt your bloom, 


and wither root and branch and Icaves; and therefore write up 


what ye have todo for Chriſt, and make a treaſure of good works, 
and begin in tims, By appearance we have the advantage of the 
brae; ſee whawye can do for Chriſt, againſt theſe who are waiting 
while Chriſt's tabernacle fall, that they may run away with the 


boards thereof, and build their neſts on Zion's ruins. They are 
blind who fee not lowns now pullin- up the ſtakes, and breaking 


the cords, and rending the curtains of Chriſt's (ſometimes) beau- 


| tiful tent in this land: Antichriſt is lifting that tent up upon his 


ſhoulders, and going away with it ; and when Chriſt and the go- 
ſpel are out of Scotland, dream not that your houſes ſhall thrive, 


and that it ſhall go well with the nobles of the land. As the 
Lord liveth, the ſtreams of your waters ſhall become pitch, and 
the duſt of your land brimſtone, and your land ſhall become bur- 


ning pitch, and the owl and the raven ſhall dwell in your houſes; 
and where your table ſtood there ſhall grow briars and nettles, 
Iſa. xxxiv. 9, 11. The Lord gave Chriſt and his goſpel as a pawn 
to Scotland; the watchmen have fallen foul, and loſt their part 0 


eye, and their right arm, and hath broken the ſhepherd's ſtavcs, 
and men are treading in their hearts upon ſuch unſavoury ſalt, that 
is good for nothing elſe? If ye the nobles put away the pawn allo, 
and refuſe to plcad the controverſy of Zion with the profeſſed e 
nemies of Jeſus, ye have done with it. Oh! where is the cou 
rage and zeal now of the ancient nobles of this land, who win _ 
- 5 Gn the 
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their ſwords, and hazard of life, honour and houſes, brought 


Chriſt to our hands ? And now the nobles cannot be but guilty of 
ſhouldering out Chriſt, and murdering of the fouls of their poſte- 
rity, if they ſhall hide themſelves, and lurk in the lee- ſide of the 
pill, till the wind blow down the temple of God. It goeth now 


under the name of wiſdom, for men to caſt their cloke over Chriſt 
and their profeſſion, as if Chriſt were ſtolen goods and durſt not 


be avouched : though this be reputed a piece of policy, yet God 


eſteemeth ſuch men to be but ſtate fools and court gouks, whate-. 
yer they, or other heads of wit like to them, think of themſelves. 


ſince their damnable ſilence is the ruin of Chriſt's kingdom. O 
but it be true honour and glory to be the faſt friends of the Bride- 
groom, and to own Chrilt's bleeding head, and his forſaken cauſe, 


and to contend legally, and in the wiſdom of God, for our ſweet 


Lord Jeſus, and his kingly crown. But J will believe your Lord- 


ſhip will take Chriſt's honour to heart, and be a man in the ſtreets 
(as the prophet ſpeaketh) for the Lord and his truth. To his 
rich grace and ſweet preſence, and the everlaſting conſolation of 


the promiſed comforter, I recommend your Lordſhip, and am 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7. Your Lordſhip's in his ſueet 

e | Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
: | 40. To my Lady BOYD. | 

Ny very Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, 

FA Race, mercy and peace be to you. 


you, and that your pur poſe ſtill is, by all means, to take the king- 


dom of heaven by violence, which is no ſmall conqueſt; and it is 


a degree of watchfulneſs and thankfulneſs alſo, to obſerve ſleepi- 
neſs and unthankfulneſs. We have all good cauſe to complain 


of falſe light, that playeth the thief, and ſtealeth away the lan- 


thorn ; when it cometh to the practice of conſtant walking with 
God, our journey is ten times a day broken in ten pieces; Chriſt 


getteth but only broken, and half-ted, and tired work of us, and 


alas, too often againſt the hair, I have been ſomewhat nearer the 
Bridegoom; but when I draw nigh, and ſee my vileneſs, for 
ſhame I would be out of his preſence again; but yet deſire of his 


ſoul-refreſhing love putteth bluſhing-me under an arreſt, O what 


am I, fo lothſome a burden of ſin, to ſtand beſide ſuch a beau- 


titul and holy Lord, ſuch an high and lofty one, who inhabiteth _ 


eternity! But, ſince it pleaſeth Chriſt to condefcend to ſuch an 
one as me, let ſhamefacedneſs be laid aſide, and loſe itſelf in his 
condeſcending love. 
of the King's hall: Oh if l were at the yonder end of my weak 
deſires! then ſhould I be where Chriſt my Lord and Lover ines 


I received your letter, 
and am well pleaſed that your thoughts of Chriſt ſtay with 


I would heartily be content to keep a corner 
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and reigns; thtie I ſhould be everii ingly ſolaced with ti e ſight 
of his face, and ſatisfied with the ſur paſſing ſweetneſs of his maich- 
leſs love: but truly now I ſtand in the nether fide of my deſires, 


and with a drooping head, and panting heart, I look up to fair 


Jeſus ſtanding afar off from us, while corruption and death fhall 
ſcour and refine the body of clay, and rot out the bones of the 
old man of fin, In the mean time we are bleſſed in ſending word 


to the Beloved, that we love to love him; and till then there is 
joy in wooing, ſuiting, lying about his houſe, looking in at the 
windows, and ſending a poor ſoul's groans and wiſhes through a 


hole of the door to Jeſus, till God ſend a glad meeting: and bleſ- 
{ed be God, that after a low ebb, and ſo {ad a word, Lord Jeſus 
it is long fince | faw thee; that even then, our wings are growing, 
and the abſence of ſweet Jeſus breedeth a new fleet of defires and 
longings for him. I know no man hath a velvet croſs, but the 
croſs is made of that which God will have it. But verily, how- 
beit it be no warrantable market to buy a croſs, yet I dare not ſay, 
© that 1 had liberty to ſell Chriſt's croſs, left therewith alſo 1 
ſnould fell joy, comfort, ſenſe ot love, patience, and the kind vi- 
ſits of a Bridegroom: and therefore, bi ſſed be God, we get crol- 
ſes, unbought and good, cheap. Sure Lam, it were better to buy 
croſſes for Chriſt than to {ell them; bowbeit neither be allowed to 
vs, And for Chrilt's joyful coming and going, which your La- 
dy up ſpeaketh of, I bear with it, as love can permit: it ſhould 
be enough to me, if L were wile, that Chriſt will have joy and ſor- 
row halvers of the life of the ſaints, and that each of them ſhonld 
have a ſhare of our days ; as the night and the day arc kindiy part. 


ners and halvers of time, and take it up betwixt them: but if 


ſorrow be the greedieſt halver of our days here, I know joy's day 
ſhall dawn, and do more than recompence all our {ad hours, Let 
my Lord Jeſus (ſince he will do ſo) weave my bit and ſpan-Jength 


ol time with white and black, well and Wo, with the bridegroom's 
coming and his ſad departure, as warp and woof in one web; and 


let the roſe be neighboured with the thorn ; yet hope (t that mak- 
eth not aſhamed) "hath written a lettcr and lines of hope 10 the 

mourners in Zion, that it ſhall not be long ſo: when we are over 
the water, Chriſt ſhall cry down crofles, and up heaven for ever- 


more; and down hell, and down death, and down fin, and down 


forrow; and up glory, up lite, up joy for evermore. In this hope 
I tleep quietly i in Chriſt's boſom till he come, who is not lack; 

and would ſleep lo, were it not that the noiſe of the devil, and 
ſin's feet, and the cries of an unbelieving heart awaken me; but 
for the preſent, I have nothing whereof I can accuſe Chriſt's crols, 


Oh it I could pleaſe myſelf in Chriſt only! I hope, Madam, your 
ſons will improve their power for Jeſus ; for there is no danger, 


neither is there oy queſtion or juſtling betwixt Chriſt and au- 
thor:ty 


pit. ar. LS Se ti 


a thority, though our enemies falſly ſtate the queſtion, as if Chriſt 


1 and authority could not abide under one root ; the queſtion only 
5 is betwixt Chriſt and men in authority. Authority is for and 
0 from Chriſt, and ſib to him; how then can he make a plea with 
I it? Nay, the truth is, worms and gods of clay are rifcn up agaiuſt 


fo Chriſt. If the fruit of your Ladyſhip's womb be helpers of Chriſt 


d ye have good ground to rejoice in God. All your Ladythip can 


18 expect for your good will to me and my brother (a wronged ſtran- 
* ger for Chriſt) is the prayers of a priſoner of Jeſus, to whom I 
2 recommend your Ladyſhip, and houle and children, and in hom 
l- Jam, | Madam, | 5 

1  4berd. Sept. 8, 1637. Your Ladyſhip's in Ghrift, S. R. 

, 1 FFC CO OOO SO OOOS OL ON NO OGSIONOE ng 
M 4k. Te the, Lady GULROSS:.: 

wy” Madam, I 1 . 

V. FN Race, mercy, and peace be to you. I dare not fay I won- 
ZN I der that ye bave never written to me in my bonds, becauſe 


Vi- T am not ignorant of the cauſe; yet I could not but Write to you. 
b. 1 know not whether joy or heavineſs in my ſoul carrieth it away: 


v7 WM forrow, without any mixture of ſweetneſs, hath not often love- 


o thoughts of Chriſt; but I ſee the devil can inſinuate himſelf, and 


a. ride his errands upon the thoughts of a poor diſtreſſed priſoner. 
1d Jam wo that I am making Chriſt my unfriend, by feeking pleas 
r. WI againſt him, becauſe J am the firſt in the kingdom put to utter fi- 


1d lence, and becauſe I cannot preach my Lord's righteouſneſs in the 


rt. great congregation. I am, notwithſtanding, the leſs ſolicitous 
how it go, if there be not wrath in my cup. But know, I but 
lay claw my wounds when my Phyſician hath forbidden me: I Would 
et believe in the dark upon luck's head, and take my hazard of Chriſt's 
4 go2d will, and reſt on this, that in my fever my Phyſician is at my 
ns WW bed-fide, and that he ſympathiſeth with me when I fig My 


ak loſſes, have no room in my ſorrow: a greater heat to eat out a 
bless fire, is a good remedy for fome burning, I believe, when 
ve WW Chriſt draweth blood he hath ſkill to cut the right vein : and that 
be hath taken the whole ordering and diſpoſing of my ſufferings. 
vi Let him tutor me, and tutor my croſſes, as he thinketh good; 
ope there is no danger nor haz ird in following ſuch a guide, howbeit 
ck; he ſhould lead me through hell, if I could put faith foremoſt, and 
and YN du the field with a quiet on waiting, and believing to ſee the fal- 
but W vation of God. I know Chriſt is not obliged to let me ſee both 
ols. WW the ſides of my croſs, and turn it over and over that I may fce all: 
our my faith is richer to live upon credit, and Chriſt's borrowed mo- 
ger, Oey, than to have much in my hand. Alas! 1 have foigotten 


* —_ 


borrowed houſe, and another man's bed and fire ſide, and other 


that faith in times paſt hath ſtopped a lake in my craze bark, and 
M hat 


8 
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hath filled my ſails with a fair wind. I ſee it a work of God that 


experiences are all loſt, when ſummons of improbation, to prove 
our charters of Chriſt to be counterfeit, are raiſed againſt poor 
ſouls in their heavy trials; but let me be a ſinner, and worſe than 


the chief of ſinners, yea, a guilty devil, I am ſure my Well. 
beloved is God; and when I fay Chriſt is God, and my Chriſt is 


God, I have ſaid all things, I can ſay no more. I would I could 
build as much on this, my Chriſt is God, as it would bear; 1 


might lay all the world upon it. I am ſure, Chriſt untried, and 


untaken · up in the power of his love, kindneſs, mercies, goodneſs, 


wiſdom, long ſuffering and greatneſs, is the rock that dimſighted 
travellers daſh their foot againſt, and fo ſtumble fearfully. But 
my wounds are foreſt, and pain me moſt, when | ſin againſt his 
ee and mercy : and if he would ſet me and my conſcience by 
the ears together, and reſolve not to rid the ples, but let us deal 


it betwixt us, my ſpitting upon the fair face of Chriſt's love and 


mercies, by my jealouſies, unbelief and doubtins, would be e- 


nough to fink me. Oh, I am convinced, O Lo: d, 1 ſtand dumb 


before thee for this: let me be mine own judge in this, and I take 
2 dreadful doom upon me for it; for I ſtill misbelieve, though I 


have ſeen that my Lord hath made my croſs as if it were all chry- 


ſtal, fo as I can fee thorough it Chriſt's fair face and heaven, and 


that God hath honoured a lump of ſinful fleſh and! 20d, the like 


of me, to be Chriſt's honourable Lord priſoner. I ought to e- 
ſteem the walls of the Thieves-hole, (if I were ſhut up in it) or 
any ſtinking dungeon, all hung with tapeſtry, and moſt beauti- 
ful, for my Lord Jeſus: and yet | am not ſo ſhut up but that the 
ſun ſhineth upon my priſon, and the fair wide heaven is the co- 
vering of it. But my Lord in his ſweet viſits hath done more; 


for he makes me find that he will be a confined priſoner with me; 
he lieth down and riſeth up with me; when J ſigh he ſigheth: 


when I weep he ſuffereth with me: and I confeſs here is the bleſ- 


| fed iſſue of my ſufferings already begun, that my heart is filled 
with hunger and defire to have him glorified in my ſufferings, 
Bleſſed ye of the Lord, Madam, if ve would help a poor dyvour, 
and cauſe others of your acquaintance in Chriſt help me to pay 
my debt of love, even real praiſes ©! Chriſt my Lord. Madam, 
let me charge you in the Lord, as will anſwer to him, help me 


in this duty (which he hath tied about my neck with a chain of 


ſuch ſingular expreſſions of his |oving-kindneſs) to ſet on high 
Chriſt, to hold in my honeſty at his hands: for I have nothing 


to give him. O that he would arreſt and compriſe my love and 
my heart for all! I am a dyvour, who have no more free goods in 


the world for Chrifi, fave that: it is both the whole heritage 
have, and all my moveables beſides. Lord, give the thirſty mas 
2 drink. Ob to be over the cars in the well! Oh ro be {watter- 


ing, 


we 
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ing, and ſwimming over head and ears in Chriſt's love! I 
would not have Chriſt's love entering in me, but I would enter 


bere; for 1 fear I make more of his love than of himſelf; 
| whereas himſelf is far beyond and much better than his love. Oh 
if I had my ſinful arms filled with that lovely One, Chriſt ! Bleſ. 


| {ed be my :ich Lord Jeſus, who ſendeth not away beggars from 

[ his houſe with a toom diſh; he filleth the veſſels of ſuch as will 

J come and feck: we might beg ourſelves rich, (if we were wiſe) 
0 if we could but hold out our withered hands to Chriſt, and learn 

1 to ſuit and ſeek, aſk and knock. I owe my ſalvation to Chriſt's 
t glory, I owe it to Chriſt; and defire that my hell, yea, a new 

8 hell, ſeven times hotter by far than the old hell, might buy 

y praiſes before men and angels to my Lord Jeſus; providing al- 

1} ways I were free of Chrilt's hatred and diſpleaſure, What am |, 

4 to be forefeited and {old in foul and body, to have my great and 

» royal King ſet on high and extolled above all? O if I knew how 
b high to have him ſet, and all the world far, far beneath the ſoles of 

e his feet! Nay, I deterve not to be the matter of his praiſes, far 

[ Jeſs to be an agent in praiſing of him: but he can win his own 
2 glory out of me, and out of one wor ſe than I, (if any ſuch be) i. 
id it pleaſe his holy majeſty ſo to do: he knoweth that I am not 
de now flattering him. Madam, let me have your prayers, as ye have 

e- the prayers and bleſſing of him that is granted from his brethrer., 

or Grace, grace be with you, 

ti- Aberdeen, Fune 15. Your wn in his faveet Lord 

he | | 1637. Le. . 
O- C CDH e e > ot — 
e; 42. To the Earl f CASSILS. 

th M very noble and honcurable Lord. 
h: make bold (out of the honourable and Chriſtian report I hear 
" of your Lordſhip, having no other thing to ſay, but that 
ed 


which concerneth the honourable cauſe which the Lord hath en- 
85. abled your Lordſhip's to profeſs) to write this, that it is your 
Lordſhip's crown, your glory, and your honour, to ſet you: 
"ay ſhoulder under the Lord's glory, now falling to the ground, and 
believe that Chriſt is a cumberſome neiphbour, and that it i: a 
riots, and their crowns, and their honcur from them; but my 


to own Chriſt and his buried truth; for let men ſay what tt 


ble, is, If Chriſt ſhould be King, and no mouth ſpeak laws b. 
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into it, and be ſwallowed up of that love. But I ſee not myſelf 


to back Chriſt now, when ſo many think it witdom to let bn . 
fend for himſelf... The ſhields of the earth ever did, and do ſtil 


pain to hold up his yeas and nays: they fear he takes their (A. 
Lord tadeth in need of none of them all: but it is your gl 
picaſe, the plea with Zion's enemies, in this day of Jacob's ir. 2 


his? It concerneth the apple oi Chriſt sehe, and his royal pri- i- 


11 
a 
| 
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leges, what now is debated: and Chriſt's kingly honour is come 


to yea and nay. But let me be pardoned, my dear and noble 
Lord, to beſcech you by the mercies of God, by the comfort of 


the ſpirit, by the wounds of your dear Saviour, by your compea. 


rance before the Judge of quick and dead, to ſtand for Chriſt, 
and to back him. Oh, it the nobles had done their part, and 
been zealous for the Lord! it had not been as it is now; but 


men think it wiſdom to ſtand beſide Chriſt till his head be brok- 
en, and ſing dumb. There is a time coming when Chriſt will 
have a thick court, and he will be the glory of Scotland; and 


he ſhall make a diadem, a garland, a ſeal upon his heart, and a 


ring upon his finger, of theſe who have avouched him before this 
_ faithleſs generation; howbeit, ere that come, wrath from the 
Lord is ordained for this land. My Lord, I have cauſe to write 


this to your Lordſhip, for I dare not conceal his kindneſs to the 
foul of an afflicted, exiled prifoner: who hach more cauſe to 
boaſt in the Lord, than ſuch a ſinner as I, who am feaſted with 


the conſolations of Chriſt, and have no pain in my ſufferings, but 
the pain of ſoul-lickneis of love for Chriſt, and forrow that I can. 
not help to found aloud the high praiſes of him who hath heard 
the fighing of the priſoner, and is content to lay the head of his 
_ oppreſſed ſervant in his boſom, under his chin, and let him feel 
the ſmell of his garments? This I behoved to write, that your 
| Lordihip might know Chriſt is as good as he is called; and to 
teſtify to your Lordſhip the cauſe, your Lordihip now profeſſeth 
before this faithleſs world, is Chriſt's, and your Lordſhip ſhall | 
have no ſhame of it. Grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, March 13. Your Lordſbip's obliged 
| 7% > Ts ſervant, SR, 


dec 
43. To the much honoured JOHN OSB URN, Provęſt of Air. 


Much honoured Sir 5 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Upon our ſma!l acquaint- 
ance, and the good report 1 hear of you, 1 could not but 
write io you: I have nothing to ſay, but Chrift, in that honou- 


: rable place he hath put you in, hath intruſted you with a dear 


pledge, which is his own gloty; and hath aimed you with 


his ſword, to keep the pledge, and make a good account of it to 
God. Be not afraid of men: your maſter can mow down his 
enemies, and make withered hay of fair flowers: your time will 


not be long; after your afternoon will come your evening, and 
after evening, night. Serve Chriſt, back him, let his cauſe be 
your cauſe; give not an hair-breudth of truth away; tor it is not 
yours, bur God's. Then, ſince ye are going, take Chriſt's te. 


Kificate with you out of this life, Well done, good and faithful 


- - * fervanlt 


C 
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ſervant. His well-done is worth a ſhipfull of good-days and earthly 
honours. | have cauſe to ſay this, becauſe I find him Truth it- 


ſelf. In my ſad days Chriſt laugheth cheerfully, and ſaith, All 


will be well. Would to God, all this kingdom, and all that know 
God, knew what is betwixt me and Chriſt in this priſon; what 


kiſſes, embracements, and love communings : I take his croſs in 
my arms with joy, | bleſs it, I rejoice in it: ſuffering for Chriſt 


is my garland; I would not exchange Chriſt for ten thouſand 
worlds! nay (if the compariſon could ſtand) I would not ex- 
change Chriſt with heaven. Sir, pray for me; aud the prayers . 


and bleſſing of a priſoner of Chriſt meet you in all your ſtraits. 
Grace be with you. 8 
Aberdeen, March 14. Yours in Chrift Jeſus his 
1037. | VV 
44. To ROBERT GORDON Baillie & Air. 
Morthy Sir, | 5 


Race: mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from you 
in paper. Remember your chicf's ſpecches on his death- bed: 


pray you, Sir, ſell all, and buy the pearl: time will cut you from 
this world's glory; look what will do you good, when your glaſs 
ſhall be run out; and let Chriſt's love bear moſt court in your 
ſoul, and that court will bear down the love of other things; 


Chriſt ſeeketh your help in your place, give him your hand, 
Who hath more cauſe to encourage others to own Chriſt than 
I have? for he hath made me ſick of love, and left me in pain 
to wreſtle with his love, and love is like to fall a {woon through 
his abſence: I mean not that he deferreth me, or that 1 am ebb 


of comforts; but this is an uncouth pain. Oh that I had an heart 


and a love to render to him back again! O if principalities and 


powers, thrones and dominions, and all the world, would help 
me to praiſe. Praiſe him in my behalf, Remember my Jove to 
your wife, I thank you moſt kindly for your love to my brother. 
Grace be with you. 8 %%% ᷑ ꝰꝗñ 
Aberdeen, March 13. e Yours in his fweet Lord 
S007 ER F 
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46; N JOHN KENNEDY Baillie ff Air. 
Worthy Sir. 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you. Your not writing 

to me cannot bind me up from remembring you now and 

then, that at leaſt ye may be a witneſs and a third man to behold - 
in paper what is betwixt Chriſt and me. I was in his eyes like a 


70ung orphan, wanting known parents, caſten out in the open 


bd. 
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Relds; either Chriſt behoved to take me up, and to bring me 
home to his houſe and fire-ſide, elſe J had died in the fields: 
and now I am homely with Chriſt's love, ſo that I think the 
| houſe mine own, and the maſter of the houſe mine alſo. Chriſt 
enquired not, when he began to love me, whether I was fair, 
or black, or ſun burnt! love taketh what it may have. He lov- 
ed me before this time, I know; but now I have the flower of 
his love: his love is come to a fair bloom, like a young roſe open- 
ed up of the green leaves, and it caſteth a ſtrong and fragrant 
ſmell. I want nothing but ways of expreſſing Chriſt's love: a 
full veſſel would have a vent. O if I could ſmoke out and caft 
out coals, to make a fire in many breaſts of this land! O! itis 
a pity that there were not many impriſoned for Chriſt, for no o- 
ther purpoſe, but to write books and love ſongs of the love of 
Chriſt, This love would keep all created tongues of men and 
angels in exerciſe, aqd buſy night and day, to ſpeak of it. Alas! 
J can ſpeak nothing of it, but wonder at three things in his love; 
Firſt, Freedom. O that lumps of fin ſhould get ſuch love for 
nothing! Secondly, The ſweetneſs of his love. I give over either 
to ſpeak or write of itz but theſe that feel it, may better bear 
witneſs what it is: but it is ſo ſweet, that, next to Chriſt him- 
ſelf, nothing can match it. Nay, I think a foul could Jive eter- 
_ nally bleſſed only on Chriſt's love, and feed upon no other thing; 
yea, when Chriſt in love giveth a blow, it doth a foul good; and 
it is a kind of comfort and joy to it, to get a cuff with the love- 
ly, ſweet, and foft hand of Jeſus. And, thirdly, What power 
and ſtrength is in his love! I am perſuaded it can climb a ſteep 
bill, and hell upon its back; and ſwim through water, and not 
drown; and fing in the fire, and find nopain; and triumph in 
lofles, priſons, forrows, exile, diſgrace; and laugh and rejoice 


in death. Oh for a year's leaſe of the ſenſe of his love without 


a cloud, to try what Chriſt is! Oh for the coming of the Bride- 
groom ! Oh when will I ſee the Bridegroom and the bride meet 
in the clouds, and kiſs each other! Oh when will we get our 
day and our hearts-fill of that love! Oh if it were lawfn] to com- 
Plain of the famine and want of the immediate viſion of God! O 
time, time, how doſt thou torment the ſouls of thoſe that would be 
ſwallowed up of Chriſt's love, becauſe thou moveſt fo ſlowly! 
Oh it he would pity a poor priſoner, and blow love upon me, 
and pive a priſoner a taſte or draught of that ſweetnefs, (which 
is glory as it were begun) to be a confirmation, that Chriſt and 
I ſhall have our fill of other for ever: come hither, O love of 
Chriſt, that I may once kiſs thee before I die: what would I not 
give to have time, that lieth betwixt Chriſt and me, taken out of 
the way, that we might once meet? I cannot think but at the 
firſt ſight I ſhall ſee of that moſt lovely and faireſt face, love ſhall 
3 | | Bs | come 
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come out of his two eyes, and fill me with aſtoniſhment : 
but deſire to ſtand at the outer fide of the gates of the New je- 
ruſalem, and look through a hole of the door, and ſee Chriſt's 
face: a borrowed viſion in this lite would be my borrowed and 
begun heaven, while the long, long looked for day dawn, It is 
not for nothing that it is ſaid, Col. i 27. Chriſt in you the hope 
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I would 


of glory, I will be content of no pawn of heavem but Chriſt 


himſelf , for Chriſt, poſſeſſed by faith here, is young heaven and 
if I had that pawn, I would bide horning rand 


glory in the bud: 


hell both, ere I gave it again. All we have here, is ſcarce ths 
picture of glory: ſhouid not we young bairns, Jong and look 
for the expiring of our minority? It were good to be daily beg. 
ging, propines and love gifts, and the bridegroom's favours; and, 


if we can do more, ſeck crumbs, and hungry dinners of Chriſt's 


love, to keep the taſte of heaven in our mouth, while ſupper-time. 
I know it is a far afternoon, and nigh the marriage ſupper of the 
Lamb; the table is covered alieady. O Well beloved, run, 


ron faſt! O fair day, when wilt thou dawn! O ſhadows, flee 


away! I think hope and love woven through other make our ab- 


ſence from Chriſt ſpiritual torment; it is a pain to wait on, but 
hope that maketh not aſhamed ſwalloweth up that pain. It is 
not unkindnels that keepeth Chriſt and us ſo long aſunder. What 


can I ſay to Chriſt's love? I think more than can ſay: to conſi- 


der, that when my Lord Jeſus may take the air (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
and go abroad, yet he will be confined and keep the priſon with 


me; but in all this ſweet communion with him, what am I to 
be thanked for? I am but a ſufferer ; whether I will or not, he 
will be kind to me, as if he had defied my guiltineſs to make him 
unkind; fo he beareth his love on me. Here I die with wonder- 
ing, that juſtice hindreth not love; for there are none in hell, 
nor out of hell, more worthy of Chriſt's love. Shame may con- 


found and fear me, once to hold up my black mouth, to receive 
if my inner- ſide were turned 


one of Chriſt's viadeſerved killes : 
out, and all men ſaw my vileneſs, they would ſay to me, It is a 
ſhame for thee to ſtand (till, whileChriſt kiſs thee and embrace thee : 


it would ſeem to become me rather to run away from his love, 


as aſhamed at my own unworthineſs; nay, I may think ſhame 


to take heaven, who have ſo highly provoked my Lord Jeſus : but 
ſeeing Chriſt's love will ſhame me, I am content to be aſhamed. 
My deſire is, that my Lord would give me broader and deeper 


thoughts, to feed myſelf with wondring at his love: I would I 
could weigh it, but I have no balance for it. When I have worn 
my tongue to the ſtump, in praiſing of Chriſt, I have done no- 
thing to him; I muſt let him alone, for my withered arms will 


not go about his high, wide, long and broad love. What remain- 
eth Ln, but that my debt to the love oſ Ghrift ly unpaid for all 


eternity; 5 


75 Mr. RUTHERPOORDs Epil. 46 


eternity? All that are in heaven are black ſhamed with his love ag 
well as I; we muit all be dyvours together; and the bleſſings of 


_ that houſe full, or heaven - full of dyvours, ſhall reſt for ever upon 


him. O if this land and nation would come and ſtand be ſide his 
inconceivable and glorious per fections, and look in, and love, 
and wonder, and adore!' Would to God I could bring in many 
lovers to Chriſt's houſe ! But this nation hath forſaken the foun- 


| tain of living waters. Lord, caſt not water on Scotland's coal. 


Wo, wo will be to this land, becauſe of the day of the Lord's 
fierce anger, that is ſo faſt coming. Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen. Your alfectionate brother in our 
Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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46. To JOHN EENNEDY, Baillie of Air. 


” N Worthy and dear brother, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. 1 long to ſee you in this 


5 northern world, in paper; I know it not forgetfulneſs that 


ye write not. I am every way in good caſe, both in ſoul and bo- 


dy; all honour and glory be to my Lord: I want nothing but a 
frurther revelation of the beauty of the unknown Son of God. Ei. 


ther I know not what Chriſtianity is, or we have ſtinted a meaſure 


of ſo many ounce weights and no more, upou holineſs; and there 


we are at a-ſtay, drawing our breath all our life: a moderation 
to God's way, now, is mneh in requeſt, I profeſs I have never 


taken pains to find out him whom my ſoul loveth; there is a 


pait yet of finding out Chriſt, that J have never lighted upon. O 
if I could find it out! Alas, how ſoon are we pleaſed with our 
own ſhadow in a glaſs! It were good to be beginning in ſad ear- 
neſt to find out God, and to ſeek the right tread of Chriſt, Time, 
cuſtom, and a good opinion of ourſelves, our good meaning, and 
our lazy deſires, our fair ſhows, and the world's gliſtering luſtres, 


and theſe broad paſſments and buſkings of religion, that bear bulk 


in the kirk, is that whercwith moſt ſatisfy themſelves : but a wa- 


| tered bed with tears, a dry throat with praying, eyes as a fountain 
of tears for the ſins of the land, is rare to be found among us. Oh 


if we could know the power of godlineſs! This is one part of my 


caſe; and another is, that I, like a fool, once ſummoned Chriſt 


for unkindneſs, and complained of his ficklencſs and unconſtancy, 


becauſe he would have no more of my ſervice nor preaching, and 
had calten me out of the inheritance of the Lord: and | now con- 
feſs this was but a bought plea, and J was a fool; yet he hath 
born with me. I gave him a fair advantage againſt me, but love 


and mercy would not let him take it; and the truth is now he 
hath chided himſelf friends with me, and hath taken away the 


maſk, and hath renewed his wonted favour in ſuch a manner, 


that he hath paid me my hundred fold in this life, and one to the 
| . | = hundicd 
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hundred. This priſon is my banqueting houſe; T am handled as 


ſoftly and delicately as a dauted child; I am nothing behind, T 
| ſce, with Chriſt; he can in a month make up a year's loſſes; 
and I write this to you that I may intreat, nay, adjure and charge 


you by the love of our Well beloved, to help me to praiſe, and 


to tell all your Chriſtian acquaintance to help me; for J am as i 
deeply drowned in his debt as any dyvour can be: and yet in this 
fair ſun-blink, 1 have ſomething to keep me from ſtartling, on 


being exalted above meaſure; his word is as fire ſhat up in my 
bowels, and I am weary with forbearing. The miniſters in this 
town are ſaying, they ſhall have my priſon changed into leſs 
bounds, becauſe they ſee God with me; my mother hath born 
me a man of contention, one that ſtriveth with the whole earth. 
The late wrongs and oppreſſions done to my brother keep my 


* fails low; yet 1 defy croſſes to einbark me in ſuch a plea againſt 


Chriſt as I was troubled with of late. I hope to over hope and 


ever-belicve my troubles : I have cauſe now to truſt Chriſt's pro- 


miſe, more than his gloom. Remember my hearty affections to 


your wife. My foal is grieved for the ſucceſs of our brethrens- 
journey to New. England; but God hath ſomewhat to reveal that 


we ſee not. Grace be with you. Pray for the priſoner, 


Aberdeen, Jan. i, Durs in his only Lord 


1637. 85 s Jeſus, S. R. 


47. D MARGARET BALLANTINE. 
1 5 


that I ſhould have written to you, but it is yet good time, 
if I could help your ſoul to mend your pace, and to go more 
ſwiftly to your heavenly country ; for truly ye have need to make 


all haſte, becauſe the inch of your day that remaineth will quickly | 
flip away; for whether we ſleep or wake our glaſs runneth, the 


tide bideth no man. Beware of a beguile in the matter of your 
ſalvation: wo, wo for evermore to them that loſe that prize; for 
what is behind, when the ſoul is once loſt, but that ſinners warm 


their bits of clay-houſes at a fire of their own kindling, for a day 
or two, which doth rather ſuffocate with its ſmoke than warm 


them; and at length they ly down in ſorrow, and are clothed 
with everlaſting ſhame ? I would ſeek no further meaſure of faith 


to begin withal, than to believe really and ſtedfaſtly the doftrine 


of God's juſtice, his all devouring wrath and everlaſting burning, 
where ſinners are burnt, ſoul and body, in a river and preat lake 


of fire and brimſtone: then they would wiſh no more goods, but 


the thouſandth part of a cold fountain well to cool their tongue; 
they would then buy death, with enduring of pain and torment 
8 | 1 far 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you: it is, more than time 


33 w 
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for as many years as God hath created drops of rain fince the cre. 


ation; but there is no market of buying or ſelling life or death 


there: Oh! alas the greateſt part of the world run to the place 


of that torment rejoicing and dancing, eating, drinking and 
ſleeping. My counſel to you is, that ye ſtart in time to be after 


Chriſt; for if ye go quickly, Chriſt is not far before you, ye ſhall 


- overtake him. O Lord God, what is fo needful as this, Salva- 
tion, ſalvation? Fy upon this condemned and fooliſh world, 


that would give ſo little for ſalvation! Oh, if there were a free 
market of ſalvation proclaimed, in that day, when the trumpet of 
God ſhall awake the dead; how many buyers would be they ? 


Sad ſend me no more happineſs but that ſalvation which the 
bdlind world (to their eternal wo) letteth flip through their fingers; 


therefore look if ye can give out your money (as Iſaiah ſpeaketh, 
chap. Iv. 2.) for bread, and lay Chriſt and his blood in wadler for 


heaven: it is a dry and hungry bairn's part of goods, that Eſaus 


are hunting for here: I ſee thouſands following the chaſe, and in 


the purſuit of ſuch things, while in the mean time they loſe the | 
bleſſing: and when all is done, they have caught nothing to roaſt 
for ſupper, but ly down hungry; and beſides, they go to bed, 
when they die, without a candle; for God faith to them, This 
ſhall ye have at my hand, ye ſhall ly down in ſorrow.“ And truly 


this is as ill madea bed to ly upon as one could wiſh; for hecan- 
not ſleep ſoundiy, nor reſt {weetly, who hath ſorrow for his pil- 
low. Rouze, rouze up therefore your ſoul, and aſk how Chriſt 
and your foul met together: I am ſure they never got Chriſt, 


who were. not once ſick at the yolk of the heart for him : too, too | 


many whole ſouls think they have met with Chriſt, who had never 
3 wearied night for the want of him: but alas, what richer are 
men, that they dreamed the laſt night they had much gold, and 
when they awoke in the morning they found it was but a dream? 
What are all the ſinners in the world, in that day when heaven 
and earth ſhall go up in a flame of fire, but a number of beguil- 
ed dreamers? Every one ſhall ſay of his hunting and his conqueſt 
Bchold it was a dream : every man in that day will tell his dream, 
Ibeſeech you in the Lord Jeſus, beware, beware of unſound work, 
in the matter of your falvation : ye may not, ye cannot, ye do not 
want Chriſt: then after this day conveen all your lovers before 
your ſoul, and give them their leave; and ſtrike hands with 
Chriſt, that thereafter there may be no happineſs to you but Chriſt, 
uo hunting for any thing but Chriſt, no bed at night (when death 
:ometh) but Chriſt, Chriſt, Chriſt ; who had but Chriſt ? I know 
this much of Chriſt, he is not ill to be found, nor lordly of his 
love; wo had been my part of it for evermore, if Chriſt had made 
1 dainty of himſelf to me: but, God be thanked, I gave nothing 
tor Chriſt; and now, I proteſt before men and 6 angels Chriſt can- 
- BY 
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not be fold, Chriſt cannot be weighed : where would angels, or 
all the world find a ballance to weigh him in? All lovers bluſh 


when ye ſtand beſide Chriſt; wo upon all love but the love of 


Chriſt; hunger, hunger for evermore, be upon all heaven bur 
Chrift ; ſhame, (ſhame for evermore, be upon all glory. I cry 
death upon all lives but the life of Chriſt. O what is it that 


holdeth us ſunder! O that once we could have a fair meeting. 


Thus recommending, Chriſt ta yon, and you to him for evermore., 
| reſt, (Grace be with you) | 5 1 
Aberd 1637. Hurs in his feet Lord Feſus, 8. R 
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48. 70 JANET KENNEDY. 
Loving and dear ſiſter. 


Race, mercy and peace be unto vo: I received your letter 

E know, the flavour of Qicilt in you {that the virgins love 

to follow) cannot be biowa away with winds, either from hell!, 
or the evil- ſmelled air of this polluted world «© fit far a-back from 


the walls of this poſt-houſe, even the pollutions of this defiling 


world. Keep your taſte, your love and hope in heaven; it is not 


good, your love and your Lord ſhould be in two ſundry countries. 
Up, up after your Lover, that ve and he may be together. A 
King from heaven hath ſent for yon; by faith he ſheweth you 


| the New Jeruſalem, and taketh you alongſt, in the ſpirit, through 


all the eaſe ro ms, and dwelling-honſes in heaven, and faith, Al! 
theſe are thine, this palace iz for thee and Chriſt; and if ye only 


had been the choſen of God, Chriſt would have Built that on- 


houſe for you and himſelf; now it is for you and many othe 
alio: take with you in your journey what ye may carry with yo 
your conſcience, faith, hope, patience, meekneſs, goodneſs, bro 
therly kindneſs; for ſuch wares as thele are of great price in ih“ 
high and new country whither ye go: as for other things, thai 
are but the world's vanity aud traſh, fince they are but the houſ-- 
ſwee pings, ye ſhall do beit not to carry them with you; ye fonnd 
them here, leave them here, and let them keep the houſe. You: 
ſun is well turned, and low; be nigh your lodging againſt night. 
We go one and one out of this great market till the town be 
empty, and the two lodgings, heaven and hell, be filled: at 
length there will be nothing in the earth but toom-walls and 


burnt aſhes, and therefore it is beſt to make away, Antichriſt and 


bis maſter are buſy to pleniſh hell, and to ſeduce many: and ſtars, 
great church lights are falling from heaven, and many are milted 
and ſeduced, and make up with their faith, and ſell their birch- 
rights, by their hungry hunting for I know not What. Faſten 
jour grips faſt upon Chriſt. I verily eſteem him the beſt aught 
that J have: he is my ſecond in priſon ; having him, though 5 


— 
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croſs were as heavy as ten mountains of iron, when he putteth his 
ſweet ſhoulder under me and it, my croſs is but a feather. 1 


pleaſe myſelf in the choice of Chriſt; he is my waile in heaven 


and earth: [ rejoice that he is in heaven before me; God fend s 
joyful meeting: and in the mean time, the travellers charges for 


the way, I mean, a burden of Chriſt's love to ſweeten the jour- 
ney, and to encourage a breathleſs runner; for when | loſe breath, 
climbing up the mountain, he maketh new breath. New the 
very God of peace eſtabliſh you to the day of his appearance. 
Aberdeen, Sept. 9. Yours in his only Lord 
1637. | | | Feſus, S. R. 


49. To MARGARET REID. 
My very dear and wrothy ſiſter, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: ye are truly bleſſed of 


the Lord, however a ſour world gloom upon you, if ye 


_ continue in the faith grounded and ſettled, and be not moved a- 
Tay from the hope of the goſpel. It is good, there is a heaven, 


and it is not a night-dream, or a fancy: it is a wonder that men 
deny not that there 1s a heaven, as they deny there is a way toit 
but of mens making. You have learned of Chriſt that there is a 


heaven; contend for it, and contend for Chriſt; bear well and 


ſubmiſſively the hard croſs of this ſtep mother world, that God 


will not have to be yours. I confeſs it is hard, and I would 1 


were able to eaſe you of your burden; but believe me, this world 


(which the Lord will not have to be yours) is but the droſs, the 
refuſe and icorn of God's creation, the portion of the Lord's poor 


hired ſervants; the moveables, not the heritage; a hard bone ca- 
ſten to the dogs, holden out of the New Jeruſalem, whereupon 


they rather break their teeth than ſatisfy their appetite : it is your 
_ father's blefiing, and Chriſt's birth-right, that our Lord is keep- 


ing for you; and I perſuade you, your ſeed allo ſhall inherit the 


_ earth, (if that be good for them) for that is promiſed to them; 


and God's bond is as good, and better, than if men would give 
every one of them a bond for a thouſand thouſands. Ere you was 


born, croſſes in number, meaſure and weight were written for 
you, and your Lord will lead you thorough them: make Chriſt 


ſure, and the bleflings of the earth ſhall be at Chriſt's back. I 
ſee many profeſſors for the faſhion followeth on; but they are pro- 


feſſors of glaſs: I would caule a little knock of perſecution ding 


them in twenty pieces, and ſo the world ſhould laugh at the ſheards. 
Therefore make faſt work, ſee that Chriſt lay the ground ſtone of 


your profeſſion; for wind and rain, and ſpeats will not waſh 2. 


way his bullding; his works have no ſhorter date than to ſtand 
to evermore. I ſhould twenty times have periſhed in my afftic- 
5 . | | tion, 
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tion, if I had not leaned my weak back, and laid my preſſing bur- 


den both upon the ſtone, the foundation ſtone, the corner ſtone 


laid in Zion: and I deſire never to riſe off this ſtone. Now, the 
very God of peace confirm and eſtabliſh you unto the day of the 


bleſſed appearance of Chriſt Jeſus. God be with you. 
Aberd. 


Fo. To JAMES BAU TIE. 
Loving brot her, 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you: I received your letter, 


and render you thanks for the ſame: but ] have not time 
to anſwer all the heads of it, as the bearer can inform you. 1. 
Ye do well to take yourſelf at the right ſtot, when ye wrong 


Chriſt by doubting and misbelief; for this is to nick-name Chriſt, 


and term him a liar, which being ſpoken to our prince, would be 
hanging or heading; but Chriſt hangeth not always for treaſon: 


it is good that he may regiſtrate a bellever's bond a hundred times 
and more than ſeven times a day have law againſt us, and yet he 


pareth us as a man doth his ſon that ſerveth him: no tender- 
hearted mother, who may have law to kill her ſucking child, 


would put in execution that law. 2dly, For your failings, even 
when ye have a ſet tryſt with Chriſt, and when ye have a fair ſeen 
advantage, by keeping your appointment with him, and ſalvation 


cometh to the very paſſing of the ſeals, I would ſay two things; 
iſt, Concluded and ſealed ſalvation may go through and be end- 
ed, ſuppoſe ye write your name to the tail of the covenant with 


ink that can hardly be read: neither think I ever any man's jal- 


ration paſſed the ſeals, but there was an odd trick or lip, in leſs 


or more, upon the foo!'s part, who is infeſted in heaven. In the 
moſt grave and ſerious work of our ſalvation, I think Chriſt had 
never good cauſe to laugh at our ſillineſs, and to put on us his 


merits that we might bear weight. 2. It is a ſweet law of the 
new covenant, and a privilege of the new burgh, that citizens 


pay according to their means; for the new covenant ſaith not, o 


much obedience by ounce weights, and no leſs, under the pain of 
damnation: Chriſt taketh as poor men may give ; where there is 
a mean portion he is content with the lets, if there be fincerity : 


broken ſums and little feckleſs obedience will be pardoned, and 


hold the foot with him: know ye not that our kindly Lord re- 
taineth his good old heart yet? He breaketh not a bruiſed reed, 
nor quencheth the ſmoaking flax: but if the wind blow he hold- 
eth his hand about it till it riſe to a Game. The law cometh on 
with three O yes's, with all the heart, with all the ſoul, and with 


all the whole ſtrength : and when would poor folks, like you and 


me, furniſh all theſe ſums? It feareth me, (nay it is moſt certain) 


L > that 
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that if the payment were to come out of our purſe, when we 
ſhould put our hand in our bag we would bring out the wind or 


worle : but the covenant ſeeketh not heap-mete, nor ſtented obe- 


dience, as the condition of it, becauſe forgiveneſs hath always 
place. Hence I draw this concluſion ; to think matters betwixt 


Chiiſt and us go back for want of heaped meaſure, is a piece of 
old Adam's pride, who would either be at legal payment or no- 


thing; we would {till have God in our common, and buy his 
kindneſs with our merits; for beggarly pride is devil's honeſty, 
and bluſheth to be in Chriſt's common, and ſcarce giveth God a 
grammercy, and a lifted cap, (except it be the Phariſee's unlucky 


God I thank thee) or a bowed knee to Chriſt : it will only pivea 


good day for a good day again, and if he diſſemble his kindnels, 


as it were, in jeſt, and ſeem to miſken it, it in earneſt ſpurneth 


with the heels, and ſnuffeth in the wind, and careth nor much 
for Chriſt's kindneſs: if he will not be friends let him go, faith 
pride; beware of this thief, when Chriſt offereth himſelf. 3. 


No marvel then of whiſperings, whether you be in the covenant 


or not: for pride maketh Jooſe work of the covenant of grace, 


and will not let Chrilt be full bargain- maker. To ſpeak to you 
particularly and ſhortly; 1. All the truly regenerated cannot de- 
terminately tell you the meaſure of their dejections, becauſe Chriſt 


beginneth young with many, and ſtealeth into their heart, ere 
they wit of themſelves, and becometh homely with them, with 


little din or noiſe. I grant many are blinded, in rejoicing in a 


good cheap converſion, that never coſt them a ſick night; Chriſt's 
phyſic wrought in a dream upon them; but for that I would fay 
if other marks be found, that Chriſt is indeed come in, never 


| make plea with him, b<cauſe he will not anſwer, Lord Jeſus how 
cameſt thou in? whether in at door or window? Make him wel- 
come ſince he is come, 


The wind bloweth where it liſteth; all 
the world's wit cannot perfectly render a reaſon, why the winds 


ſhould be a month in the eaſt, ſix weeks poſſibly in the weſt, and 
the ſpace only of an afternoon in the ſouth or north. Ye will not 


find out all the nicks and ſteps of Chriſt's way with a ſoul do what 
ye can; for ſometimes he will come in ſtepping ſoftly, like one 
walking beſide a ſleepy perſon. and lip to the door, and let none 


| know he was there, 2. Ye object, The truly regenerate ſhould 
love God for himſelf; and ye fear that ye love him more for his 


benelits (as incitements and motives to love him) than for l:im- 
felf, I anſwer, To love God for himſelf as the laſt end, and alſo 


for his benefits, as incitements and motives to love him, may 
ſtand well together; as a fon loveth his mother, becauſe ſhe is 


his mother, howbeit ſhe be poor; and he loveth her for an apple 
alſo. I hope ye will not ſay, that benefits are the only reaſon and 
bottom of your loye; it ſeemeth there is a better foundation for 
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n well it: always, if a hole be in it, ſew it up ſhortly. 3. Ye feel not 
1d orf ſuch mourning in Chriſt's abſence as ye would. I anſwer, That | 
obe · the regenerate mourn at all times, and all in a like meaſure for his 1 
ways abſence. I deny, there are different degrees of mourning, leſs | 
wixt or more, as they have leſs or more love to him, and leſs or more 
ce off ſenſe of his abſence: But, 1. Some they muſt have. 2. Some- 
r no- ¶ times they miſs not the Lord, and then they cannot mourn; how- || 
his beit, it is not long ſo; at leaſt, it is not always ſo. 3. Ye chal- 1 
eſty, I lenge yourſelf, that ſome truths find more credit with you than | 
od a] others. Ye do well, for God is true in the leaſt, as well as in | 
ucky the greateſt, and he muſt be ſo to you: ye muſt not call him true 
ive a] in the one page of the leaf, and falſe in the other; for our Lord 
nels, I in all his writings never contradicted himſelf yet; although the 
'neth F beſt of the regenerate have ſlipped here, always labour ye to hold 
nuch your feet. 4. Comparing the eſtate of one truly regenerate 
{aith Þ (whoſe heart is a temple of the Holy Ghoſt) and yours (which is 
3. full of uncleanneſs and corruption) ye ſtand dumb and diſcoura- 
-nant i] ped, and dare not ſometimes call Chriſt heartſomely your own. I 
race, ¶ anſwer, The beſt regenerate have their defilements, and (if I may 
you Þ ſpeak ſo) their draff-poke, that will clog behind them all their 
t de- days; and waſh as they will, there will be filth in their boſom ; 
zhriſt J but let not this put you from the well. 2. Ianſwer, Albeit there 
ere | be ſome ounce weights of carnality, and fome ſquint- look, or eye | 
with in our neck to an idol, yet love in its own meaſure may be found; j 
in a for glory muſt purify and perfect our love, it will never till then C 
riſt's be abſolutely pure: yet if the idol reign, and have the yolk of the 
d fay heart, and the keys of the houſe, and Chriſt only be made an un- 
never derling to run errands, all is not right, therefore examine well. 
how 3. There is a two fold diſcouragement ; one of uabeliet, to con- 
wel- clude, and make doubt of the concluſion, for a mote in our eye, 
; all and a by look to an idol; this is ill. There is another diſcourage- 
vinds | ment of ſorrow for ſin, when ye find a by look to an idol; this is 
, and ] good, and matter of thankſgiving; therefore examine here alſo. 
IH not 5. The aſſurance of Jeſus his love, ye ſay, would be the moſt 
what comfortable news that ever ye heard. Anſwer, That may ſtop 
e one twenty holes, and looſe many objections: that love hath telling 
none I in it, I trow. Oh that ye knew and felt it, as I have done! 1 | 
1ould I} wiſh you a ſhare of my feaſt; ſweet, ſweet hath it been to me. | 
Yr his © If my Lord had not given me this love, I would have fallen thro- 
im- the cauſeway of Aberdeen ere now? but for you, hing on, your 
d alſo I feaſt is not far off; ye ſhall be filled ere ye go; there is as much 
may in our Lord's pantry, as will fatisfy all bis bairns, and as much 
ſhe is wine in his cellar as will quench all their thirſt : hunger on, for 
apple there is meat in hunger for Chriſt : go never from him, but faſh 
n and I him (who yet is pleaſed with the importunity of hungry ſouls) 
n for WI wich a diſh-full of hungry deſires, till he fill you; and if he delay _ 
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yet come not ye away, albeit ye ſhould fall aſwoon at his feet. 6, 
Ye crave my mind, whether ſound comfort may be found in prayer, 
when conviction of a known idol is preſent. I anſwer, An idol, 
as an idol, cannot ſtand with ſound comforts; for that comfort 
that is gotten at Dagon's feet is a cheat or ble-flume; yet ſound 
comfort, and conviction of an eye to an idol, may as well dwell to- 
_ gether as tears and joy; but let this do you no ill, I ſpeak; it for 
your encouragement, that ye may make the beſt out of your joys 
ye can, albeit you find them mixed with mutes. 2dly. Sole con- 
viction, if alone, without remorſe and grief, is not enough; 
therefore lend it a tear if ye do win at it. 7. Ye queſtion, when 
ye win to more fervency ſometimes with your neighbour in prayer, 
than when you're alone, whether hypocriſy be in it or not? 1 
_ anſwer, If this be always, no queſtion a ſpice of hypocriſy is in it, 
which would be taken heed to; but poſſibly defertion may be in 
private, and preſence in public, aud then the caſe is clear, 2, A 
tit of applauſe may occaſion, by accident, a rubbing off a cold 
heart, and ſo heat and life may come; but it is not the proper 
cauſe of that heat; hence God of his free grace will ride his er- 
rands upon our ſtinking corruption ; but corruption is but a mere 
occaſion and accident, as the playing on a pipe removed anger 
from the prophet, and made him fitter to propheſy, 2 Kings iii. 
v. 15. 8. Ye complain of Chriſt's ſhort viſits, that he will not 
dear your company one night; but when ye ly down warm at one 
night, ye riſe cold at morning. Anſwer, I cannot blame you (nor 
any other, who knoweth that ſweet gueſt) to bemoan his with - 
drawings, and to be moſt deſirous of his abode and company; for 
he would captivate and engage the affection of any creature that ſaw 
bis face: ſince he looked on me, and gave me a ſight of his fair 
love, he gained my heart wholly, and got away with it : well, 
well may he brook it ; he ſhall keep it long, ere I fetch it from 
him. But I ſhall tell you what ye al do; treat him well, give 
him the chair and the board head, and make him welcome to the 
mean portion ye have; a good ſupper and kind entertainment ma- 
keth the gueſt love the inns the better: yet ſometimes Chriſt has 
an errand elſewhere, for mere trial; and then, though ye give 
him king's cheer, he will away: as is clear in deſertions for mere 
trial, and not for fin. 9. Ye ſeek the difference betwixt the mo- 6 
tions of the ſpirit, in their leaſt meaſure, and the natural joys of I © 
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your own heart, Anſwer, As a man can tell, if he joy and de- ; 
lignt in his wife, as his wife: or if he delight and joy in her for C 
ſatisfaction of his luſt, but hating her perſon, and fo loving her 0 
for her fleſh, and not grieving when ill befalleth her; ſo will a 1 


man's joy in God, and his whoriſh natural joy, be diſcovered : if 
be ſorrow for any thing that may offend the Lord, it will ſpeak 
the ſingleneſs of that love to him, 10. Ye aſk the reaſon wy 
8 | go VI RP jeule 


Er 
ſenſe overcometh faith. Anſwer, Becauſe ſenſe is more natural, 
and near of kin to our own ſelfiſh and ſoft nature. Ye aſk, if 
faith in that caſe be ſounds Anſwer, If it be chaſed away, it is 
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Laſtly, Ye atk what to do, when promiſes are born in upon you, 
and ſenſe of impenitency, for ſins of youth, hindereth application. 


lanfwer, If it be living ſeoſe, it may ſtand with application; and 


in this cafe, pat to your hand and eat your meat in God's name : 
if falſs, ſo that the ſins of youth are not repented of, then, as faith 


and impenitency cannot ſtand together, ſo neither that ſenſe and 


application can conſiſt. Brother, excuſe my brevity, for time 


ſtraitneth me, that I get not my mind faid in theſe things, but 


muſt refer that to a new occaſion, if God offer it. Brother, pray 
for me, Grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, 1637, Tours in his deareſt Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


Much honoured Sir, „„ i 5 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I long to hear from 
you, being now removed from my flock, and the priſon- 


er of Chriſt at Aberdeen. I would not have you to think it 


ſtrange, that your journey to New-England hath gotten ſuch a 
daſh: it indeed hath made my heart heavy; yet I know it is no 
dumb providence, but a ipeaking one, whereby our Lord ſpeak- 


eth his mind to you, though for the preſent ye do not well under- 


ſtand what he faith: however it be, he who ſitteth upon the 
floods, hath ſhewn you his marvellous kindneſs in the great depths. 


I know your loſs is great, and your hope gone againſt you; but I 


intreat you, Sir, expound aright our Lord's laying all hinderan- 
es in the way. I perſuade myſelf, your heart aimeth at the foot- 
ſteps of the flock, to feed beſide the ſhepherds tents, and to dwell 


beſide Him whom your ſoul loveth; and that is your defire to 
remain in the wilderneſs, where the woman is kept from the dra- 
gon: and this being your deſire, remember that a poor priſoner 
of Chriſt ſaid it to yon, that, that miſcarried journey is with 


child to you of mercy and conſolation; and ſhall bring forth a 


fair birth, and the Lord ſhall be midwife to this fair birth: 


wait on then, for he that believeth maketh not haſte, Iſaiah 
Xvi. 16, I hope, ye have been asking what the Lord meun- 
eth, and what further may be his will, in reference to your return. 


My dear brother, let God make of you what he will, he will end 
Ul with conſolation, and ſhall make glory out of your ſufferings; 


and would ys with better work? This water was in your way to 


heaven, and written in your Lord's book, ye behoved to croſs it; 


md therefore kils his wiſe and unerring providence. Let not 


27 


neither ſound nor unſound, decauſe it is faith; but it might be, 
and was faith, before ſenſe did blow out the act of believing. 
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F the cenſures of men, who ſee but the outſide of things (and ſcarce 
! | well that) abate your courage and rejoicing in the Lord: howbeit Y 1 
Wt: your faith ſeeth but the black ſide of providence, yet it hath a bet- I | 
0 ter ſide, and God ſhall let you ſee it. Learn to believe Chriſt bet -] 
5 ter than his ſtrokes, himſelf and his promiſes better than his 
19 clooms : daſhes and diſappointments are not canonic ſcripture; | 
q fighting for the promiſcd land, ſeemed to cry to God's promiſe, Y | 
Thou lieſt, If our Lord ride upon a ſtraw, his horſe ſhall neither I} | 
tumble nor fall, Rom. viii. 28. For we know that all things | 1 
work together for good to them that love God; ergo, ſhipwreck,  « 
loſſes, &c. work together for the good of them that love God: 
hence I infer, that loſſes, diſappointments, ill tongues, lots of } | 
friends, houſes or country, are God's workmen, ſet on work to | 
work out good to you, out of every thing that befalleth you. 
18 Let not the Lord's dealing ſeem harſh, rough, or unfatherly, be- 
i _ cauſe it is unpleaſant : when the Lord's bleſſed will bloweth croſs Þ - 
| your deſires, it is beſt, in humility, to ſtrike fail to him, and to be 
willing to be led any way our Lord pleaſeth. It is a point of de- 
nial of yourſelf, to be as if ye had not a will, but had made a 
free diſpoſition of it to God, and had fold it over to him; and 
to make uſe of his will for your own, is both true holineſs, and 
your eaſe and peace: ye know not what the Lord is work- 
ing out of this, but ye ſhall know it hereafter, And what! 
write to you, I write to your wife; 1 compaſſionate her caſe, 
Hut intreat her not to fear or faint: this journey 1s a part of her 
wilderneſs to heaven and the promiſed land, and there are fewer 
miles behind: it is nearer the dawning of the day to her, than 
when ſhe went out of Scotland. I would be glad to hear that ye 
and ſhe have comfort and courage in the Lord. Now as concer- 
ning our kirk: our ſervice book is ordained, by open proclama- 
tion and ſound of trumpet, to be read in all the kirks of this king · 
dom: our prelates are to meet this month for it and our canons, 
and for a reconciliation betwixt us and the Lutherans. The pro- 
feſſors of Aberdeen univerſity are charged to draw up the articles | 
of an uniform confeſſion ; but reconciliation with Popery is in- 
| tended; this is the day of Jacob's viſitation : the ways of Zion 
mourn, our gold is become dim, the ſun is gone down upon our 
prophets. A dry wind, but neither to fan nor to cleanſe, is com- 
ing upon this land; and all our ill is coming from the multiplied 
_ tranſgreſſions of this land, and from the friends and lovers of Ba- 
del amongſt us, Jer. xxxi. 53. The violence done to me and my 
fleth be upon thee, Babylon, ſhall the inhabitants of Zion lay, 
and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, ſhall Jeruſalem 
ay. Now for myſelf, I was three days before the high commit: 
ion, and accuſed of treaſon preached againſt our King: 4 mini 
ACT being witneſs, went well 8 to [wear 1 it; God hath ſav- 
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ce ed me from their 3  1ft, They have deprived me of my mi 
beit Y niltry; 2dly, Silenced me, that I exerciſe no part of tue mini- 
bet- Y ftzrial function within this kingdom, under the pain of rebellion ; 
bet- 34ly, Confined my perſon within the town of Aberdeen. where 


his J find the miniſters working for my confinement in Caithneſs ox 
ire; Orkney, far trom them; becavie ſome people here (willing to 
niſe, be edified) reſort to me. Ar my fiſt entry, I had heavy challe 
ther ges within me, and a court fenced (but I hope. not in Chrift*, 
ings name) wherein it was aſſerted, that my Lord would have no mor 
eck, of my ſervice, and was tired of me: and, like a fool. I ſummon- 
od: ed Chit alſo for unkindneſs; my foul fainred and 1 r fuſcd 


is of Y mfort, and ſaid, What ailed Chriſt at me? for 1 deſired i9 


k to aul in his one. Thus, in my rovings and miſtakings, 
you. ” Jetus beſtowed mercy on me, who am leis thin the leut 
„be- aints. I lay upon the duſt, and bought a plea from Satan 
croſs Y - nt Chriſt, and he was content to ſei] it : bur at length Ch 10 


tobe de himſelf friends with me, and in mercy pardoned and palt 
f de- bart of it, and only complained that a court ſhould be holdon 


ade a his bounds, without his own allowance. Now I paſs from my 


and Y eompcarance; and, as it Chriſt bad done the fault he hath my de 
and the mends, aid returned to my ſoul; fo that now his poor pri- 
yvork- Y foner feedeth on the feaſts of love. My adverſarics know not 
hat I what a courtier I am now with my royal King, for whuſe crown 
caſe, I now ſuffer : it is but our ſoft and lazy fleſh that hath raiſed wa 
ff her ill report of the croſs of Chriſt; O tweet, {weet is his yoks ! 
fewer Y Chriſt's chains are of pure gold; ſuff.rings for him are perfum-· 
than ed: I would not give my weeping for che laughing of all the four- 
nat je teen prelates, I would not exchange my ſadneſs with the world's 
zncer- joy. O lovely, lovely Jefus, how ſweet muſt thy kiſſes b. 
lama - when thy croſs ſmelleth. ſo ſweetly! O it all the three kingdoms 
king- Y had part of my love-feaſt, and of the comfort of a dawred | pr: wo 
znons, ner! Dear brother, I charge you to praile for gig, and fee he 
e pro- of our acquaintance there, to help me to praiſe, Why hoald | 
rticles ſmother Chriſt's honeſty to me? My heart is taken up with this, 
is in- that my filence and ſufferings may preach. I beſeech you in the 
f Zion M bowels of Chriſt, to help me to praiſe. Remember my love tu 
on our © your wife, to Mr. Blair, and Mr. Livingſton, and Mr. Cunn naham 
s com- Let me hear from you, for I am anxious what to do: it 1 ſaw 2 
tiplied eall for New. England, I would folluw it. Grace be with you. 


; of Ba- Aberdeen, 1037. Wurs in our Lord Feſus, 8 R. 
and my COCOODDODDDUDDGCOCIBODGOCICDOOCIAIDDODOIGL 
on fay,! 52. To JOHN STEWART Provoſt of Air. 
uſalem Much honoured and deareſt in Chriſt, 

ommi! Race, mercy and peace from God our Father. and frm, our 
1 Tow Lord Jefus Chriſt. be upon you. I expected the com- 


ag of a letter to a priſcger from you, ere now. Lam here. 8 
putting 


ed 
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putting off a part of my inch of time; and when I awake fir(} 
in ihe morning (which is always with great heavineſs and ſadneſs} 
this queſtion is brought to my mind; Am 1 ſerving God gr not? 
Not that I doubt of the truth of this honourable cauſe, where: 
I am engaged (I dare venture into eternity, and before my judo, 
that I now ſuffer for the truth: becauſe that I cannot endure 
that my maſter, who is a free born King, ſhould pay tribute to 
any of the ſhields or pot-ſheards of the earth; Oh that I could 
hold the crown upon my princely King's head with my ſinful arm, 
howbeit it ſhould be ſtruck from me in that ſervice from the 
ſhoulder blade!) but my cloſed mouth, my dumb {abhaths, the 
memory of my communion with Chriſt, in many fair, fo! 
in Anwoth (whereas now my maſter getteth no fervir 
tongue as then) hath almoſt broken my faith in two Hale, 
in my deepeſt apprehenſions of his anger, I ſee through 
that I am wrong; and he, in love to my ſoul, hath taken uv 
controverſy betwixt faith and apprehenſions, and à decreet is, 
on Chriſt's fide of it, and I ſubſcribe the decreet. The Lord is 
equal in his ways, but my guiltineſs often over-maſtereth my be- 
lieving. I have not been well known; for, except as to open 
out-breakings, I want nothing of what Judas and Cain had; on- 
ly he hath been pleaſed to prevent me in mercy, and to caſt me 
into a fever of love for himſelf, and his abſence maketh my fever 
moſt painful; and beſide, he hath viſited my ſoul and watered 
it with his comforts: but yet I have not what I would, the want 
of real and felt poffeſhon is my only death; I know Chriſt pitieth 
me in this. The great men my friends, that did for me, are 
dried up, like twinter-brooks of water: all fay, No dealing for 
that min; his beft will be, to be gone out of the kingdom. So 
I ſee they tire of me; but, believe me, 1 am moſt gladly content 
that Chriſt breaketh all my idols in pieces: it hath put a new edge 
upon my blunted love to Chriſt; 1 ſee he is jcalous of my love, 
and will have all to himſelf. In a word, theſe ſix things are my 
burden; 1. I am not in the vineyard as others are, it may be, 
| becauſe Chriſt thinketh me a withered tree, not worth its room; 
but God forbid. 2. Wo, wo. wo is coming upon my harlot mo- 
ther, this apoſtate kirk: the time is coming, when we ſhall with 
for doves wings, to fly and hide us: Ob for the deſolation of this 
land! 3. I ſee my dear maſter, Chriſt, going as alone (as it 
were) mourning in ſackcloth : his fainting friends fear that King 
Jeſus ſhall Joſe the field; but he muſt carry the day. 4. My 
guiltineſs and the fins of my youth are come up againſt me, and 
they would come in the plea in my ſufferings, as deſerving cauſes 
in God's juſtice ; but I pray God, for Chriſt's fake, he never give 
them that room. Wo's me that I cannot get my royal, dreadful, 
wighty, and glorious prince of the kings of the earth ſet on * 
| | | my : Sl) 
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Spit. 53. LETTERS © 
Sir, ye may help me and pity me in this, and bow your knee, and 
bleſs his name, and deſire others to do it, that he hath been 
pleaſed in my ſufferings to make Atheiſts, Papiſts, and enemics 
about me, ſay, It is like, God is with this priſoner. Let hell and 
the powers of hell (1 care not) be let looſe againſt me to do their 
worſt, ſo beingChriſt, and my Father and his Fatherbe magaified in my 
ſufferings, 6, Chriſt's love hath pained me; for howbeit his 
preſence hath ſhamed me, and drowned me in debt, yet he often 
goeth away when my love to him is burning; he ſeemeth to look 
like a proud wooer, who will not look upon a poor match, who 
is dying of love: I will not ſay he is lordly ; but I know he is 
wile, in hiding himſelf from a child and a fool, who maketh an 
idol and a god of one of Chriſt's kiſſes, which is idolatry. I fea: 
| adore his comforts more than himſelf, and that I love the ar- 
ples of life better than the tree of life. Sir, write to me: con- 
mend me to your wife, mercy be her portion. Grace be wi!':: 


Aberdeen, 1637, Yours m his deareſt Lord Feſus, . 


. 


53. 7 JOHN STEWART Provyl of Air. 


Morthy and dearly beloved in our Lord, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I was refreſhed and com- 
I forted with your letter: what I wrote you for your com- 
fort, I do not remember; but I believe, love will propheſy 
home-ward, as it would have it. I with I could help you to 
praiſe his great and holy name, who keepeth the feet of his ſaints, 
and hath numbered all your goings. I know our deareſt Lord 
will pardon and paſs by our honeſt errors and miſtakes, when wie 
mind his honour; yet I know, none of you have ſeen the other 
half and the hidden fide of your wonderful return home to us a- 
gain. I am confident ye ſhall yet ſay, That God's mercy blew 
your fails back to Ireland again. Worthy and dear Sir, I can- 
not but give you an account of my preſent eſtate, that ye may go 
an errand for me to my high and royal Maſter, of whom I boaſt 
gl the day. I am as proud of his love, (nay, I blels myſelf, and 
boaſt more of my preſent lot) as any poor man can be of an earih- 
ly king's court, or of a kingdom. Firſt, I am very often turn. 
ing both the ſides of my croſs, eſpecially my dumb and filenz | 
ſabbaths; not becauſe I deſire to find a croſs or defect in mo 
Lord's love, but becauſe love is ſick with fancies, and fear“ 
whether or not the Lord hath a preceſs leading againſt my guil- 
tineſs, that I have not yet well ſeen, I know not; my deſire is 
to ride fair, and not to ſpark dirt (if, with reverence to him,! 
may be permitted to make uſe 4 ſuch a word) in the face of my 
| I: | D! 
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only Well. beloved; but fear of guiltineſs i is a tale-bearer betwixt 
me and Chriſt, and is ſtill whiſpering ill tales of my Lord, to 
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weaken my faith: I had rather a cloud went over! my comforts 
by theſe meſſiges, than that my faith ſhould be hurt; for, if my 
Lord get no wreng by me, verily I deſire grace, not to care what 
become of me. 1 defire to give no faith, nor credit to my ſor- 
ro v, that can make a lie of my friend Chriſt; wo, wo be to them 
all, who ſpeak ill of Chriſt. Hence theſe thoughts awake with 
me in the morning, and go to bed with me; Oh what ſervice 
can a dumb body do in Chriſt's houſe ! Oh I think the word of 
God is impriſoned alſo! Oh I am a dry tree! Alas I can neither 
plant, nor water! Oh if my Lord would make but dung for me, 

to fatten and make fertile his own corn ridges in mount Zion! 
Ob if J might but ſpeak to three or four herd-boys, of my wor- 
thy Maſter, I would be ſatisfied to be the meaneſt and moſt ob- 


{cure of all he paſtors in this land, and to live in any place, in 


any of Chrift's baſeſt out houſes! but he ſaith, Sirra, I will not 
ſend you, I have no errands for you there away: my deſire to 
{crve him is ſick of jealouſy, leſt he be unwilling to employ me. 
Secondly, Th's is icconded with another; Oh, what I have done 
in Anwoth ? the fair work that my Maſter began there, is like 
a bird dying in the ſhell: and what will I then have to ſhew of 
all my labour, in the day of my compearance before him, when 
the mattcr oi the v meyard calleth the labourers, and giveththemthcir 
hire? Thirdly, But truly, when Chrift's ſweet wind is in the 
right airth, 1 repent, and pray Chriſt to take law-burronghs of 
my quarrellous and vnbelic ving ſadneſs and ſorrow, (Lord rebuke 
them that put ill betwixt a poor ſervant like me, and his good ma- 
ſter:) then! tay, whethe: the b.ack croſs will or not, I muſt climb 


on hands and icet up to my Lord, Iam now rueing from my heart, 


that [ pleatured the law (my old dead husband) to far as to ap- 
Free wrath in my tweet Lord Jeſus ; I had far rather take an 
Hire to plead for the grace of God, for I think myſelf Chriſt's ſworn 


debtor. And the truth is, to ſp-ak of my Lord what I cannot 


deny, I am over head and ears drowned in many obligations to his 


love and merey; he handleth me ſametimes ſo, that I am aſhamed 
almoſt to f2ck more for a four-hours, but to live content, till the 
marriage- ſupper of the Lamb, with that which he giveth : but l 
Kiow not how greedy, and how ill to pleaſe love is; for either 
my Lord jeſus bath taught me ill manners, not to be content with 
at, except my head ly in his boſom, and except I be fed with 
oh ane of his houſe; or elſe 1 am grown impatiently dainty, 
and ill to pleate, as if Chriſt were obliged, under this croſs, to do 
no other thing but bear me in his arms, and as if I had claim by 
his merit for my ſuffering for him: but I wiſh he could give me 
grace to learn io go op my gun feet, and to ar to want his _ 
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pit. 53. Dr. 92 
forts, and to give thanks and believe, when the ſun is not in my 
firmament, and when my Weli-beloved is frog rome, and gone 
another errand. O what ſweet peace have I, when I find Chriſt 
holdeth and I draw, when I climb up and he ſhutteth me down, 
when I grip him and embrace him, and he ſeemeth to looſe the 
grips, and flee away from me! I think there is even a ſweet joy of 
faith and contentedneſs and peace, in his very tempting unkjnd- 
neſs, becauſe my faith ſaith, Chriſt is not in ſad earneſt with me, 
but trying if | can be kind to his maſk and cloud that covereth 
him, as well as to his fair face. I bleſs his great name, that I 
love his vail that goeth over his face, while God ſend better: for 
faith can kiſs God's tempting reproaches when he nick-nameth a 
ſinner, a dog, not worthy to eat bread with the bairns. I think 
it an honour that Chriſt miſcalleth me, and reproacheth me; I 
will take that well of him, howbeit I would not bear it well, if 


another would be that homely ; but becauſe I am his own (God 


be thanked) he may uſe me as he pleaſeth: I muſt ſay, the ſaints 
have a ſweet life betwixt them and Chriſt; there is much ſweet | 
ſolace of love betwixt him and them, when he * feedeth among 
the lillies, and cometh into his garden, and maketh a feaſt of ho- 
ney-combs, and drinketh his wine and his milk, and crieth, Eat, 
O friends, drink, be ye drunken, O Well beloved * One hour of 
this labour is worth a ſhip-full of world's drunken and muddy 
joy: nay, even the gate of heaven is the ſunny ſide of the brac, 
and the very garden of the world; for the men of this world have 
their own unchriſtened and profane croſſes: and wo be to them 
and their curſed croſſes both; for their ills are ſalted with God's 
vengeance, and our ills ſeaſoned with our Father's bleſſing: ſo 
they are no fools who chuſe Chriſt, and {ell all things for him; 

it is no bairns market, nor a blind block; we know well what 
we get and what we give. Now, for any reſolution to go to any 
other kingdom, I dare not ſpeak one word: my hopes of en- 
largement are cold, my hopes of re-entry to my maſter's ill dreſſed 
vineyard again are far colder : I have no ſeat for my faith to fit 
on but bare omnipotency, and God's holy arm and good-will ; 
here I defire to ſtay, and ride at anchor, and winter, while God 
ſend fair weather again, and be pleaſed to take home to his houſe 
my harlot mother: Oh if her husband would be that kind, as to 
go and fetch her out of the brothel-houſe, and chaſe her lovers to 
the hills! but there will be ſad days ere it come to that. Remem- 
ber my bonds. Grace be with you, 35 5 

Aberd. 1637. Furs in cur Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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„% Mr. RUTHZRFDORD's 


Al thought good to write unto you: howbeit my firſt diſ- 


many dumb tongues in the world, and dry hearts, ſeeing there 
men and angels more, to ſet on high, and exalt the greateſt Prince 


come out, to ruſh hard- heads with him; and that my uvkind mo- 


+is welcome home to Scotland again, if he would return. This 


Ward Scotland. O thrice bleſſed are they who would hold Chriſt 
with their tears and prayers! I know ye will help to deal with 


you, as a fruitful vine for himſelf; grow and be green, and caſt 


Epiſt. 90 


2 5. 70 the Lady BUSBIE. 


Miſtreſs, 


Lthough not acquaint, yet becauſe we are Father's children, 


courſe and communing with you of Chriſt, be in paper; yet J 
have cauſe ſince I came hither, to have no paper thoughts of him; 
for in my ſad days he is become the flower of my joys, and I but 
he here living upon his love; but cannot get ſo much of it as fain 
1 would have; not becauſe Chriſt's love is lordly, and leoketh too 
high ; but becauſe J have a narrow veſſcl to receive his love, and 
look too low: but I give under my own hand write to your te. 
{timonial of Chriſt and his croſs, that they are a ſweet conple, | 
2nd that Chriſt hath never yet been ſet in his own due chair of 
honour amongſt us all, Oh, I know not where to ſet him! Q | 
for a high feat to that royal princely one! O that my poor wither- | 
ed ſoul had once a running-over flood of that love to put fap in 
my dry root, and that that flood would ſpring out to the tongue 
and pen, to utter great things to the high and due commendation 
of fuch a fair one! O holy, holy, holy one! Alas there are too 


is employment in Chriſt for them all, and ten thouſand worlds of 
of the kings of the earth, Woes me, that bits of living clay dare 


ther, this harlot-kirk, hath given her ſweet half-marrow ſuch à 
meeting; for this land hath given up with Chriſt, and the Lord 
is cutting Scotland in two halves, and ſending the worſt half, the 
harlot ſiſter, over to Rome's brothel-houſe, to get her fill of E- 
gypt's love. I would my ſufferings (nay, ſuppoſe I were burnt 
quick to aſhes) might buy an agreement betwixt his faireſt and 
ſweeteſt love, and his gaudy lewd wife; fain would I give Chriſt 


is a black day, a day of clouds and darkneſs ; for the roof-tree of 
my Lord Jeſus his fair temple is fallen, and Chriſt's back is to- 


nim, for he ſhall return again to this land: the next day ſhall be 
Chriſt's, and there ſhall be a fair green young garden for Chriſt 
in this land, and God's ſummer-dew ſhall ly on it all the night, 
and we ſhall ſing again our new marriage-ſong to our Bridegroom, 
concerning his vineyard : but who kaoweth whether we (hall live 
and ſce it? I hear the Lord hath taken pains to afflict and dreſs 


out your branches, and bring forth fruit: fat and green and fruit- 


ful may ye be, in the true and ſappy Foot. Grace, grace, free 
, grace 
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Epift. 5 5. 
grace be your portion. Remember my bonds with prayers and 
praiſes, 9 N 


*Aberd. 1637. Yours in his Feet Lord Jeſus, 8. R, 
„„ 80, T8 NINIAN MUKRE.. EE 
Loving Friend, | Co . 
Received your letter: I intreat you, now in the morning of 
your life, ſeek the Lord and his face: beware of the folly of . 
dangerous youth, a perilous time for your foul: love not the 
world; keep faith and truth with all men, in your covenants and 
bargains; walk with God, for he-ſeeth you: do nothing but that 
which ye may and would do, if your eye-ſtrings were breaking, 
and your breath growing cold. Ye heard the truth of God from 
me; my dear heart, follow it, and forſake it not; prize Chriſt 
and ſalvation above all the world: to live after the guiſe and courſe 
of the reſt of the world, will not bring you to heaven; without 
faith in Chriſt, and repentance, ys cannot ſee God: take pains 
for ſalvation; preſs forward toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling: if ye watch not *gaialt evils night and day, which 
beſet you, ye will come behind: beware of lying, ſwearing, un- 
cleanneſs, and the reſt of the works of the fleſh; becauſefor theſe 
things the wrath of God cometh upon the children of ditobedi- 
ence: how ſweet ſoever they may ſeem for the preſent, yet the 
end of theſe courſes is the eternal wrath of God, and utter dark- 
nels, where there is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Grace be 
with you. VP = 
Aberd. 1637. Your loving paſtor, S. R. 
| 56. To Mr. THOMAS CARVEN. 
Reverend and dear brother, by | 5 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I am ſorry that what 
joy and ſorrow drew forth my impriſoned pen, in my lore- 
fits, hath made you and many of God's children believe, that 
there is ſomething in a broken reed the like of me; except that 
Chriſt's grace hath bought ſuch a fold body, I know not what | 
elſe any may think of me, or expect from me. My ſtock is leſs 
(my Lord knoweth I fpcak truth) than many believe; my empty 
ſounds have promiſed too much: I would be glad to ly under 
Chriſt's feet, and keep and receive the off talling:, or any old pie- 
ces of any grace, that fall from his ſweet fingers to forlorn - 
ners. I ly often uncouth-like, looking in at the King's windows | 
ſurely I am unworthy of a ſeat in the King's hall floor: I but at- 
ten look afar off, both feared and framed-like, to that faireſt tace, 
fearipg he bid me look away from him; my guiltinets rijeth up 
85 | | 900 
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Mr. RUTHERXFOORD's Epilt. 56. 
upon me, and have no anſwer for it. offered my tongue to 
Chriſt, and my pains in his heuſe; and what know I. what it 
meaneth, when Chriſt will not receive my poor propin< ? When 
love will not take, we expone, it will neither take nor give, bor- 


row nor lend. Yet Chriſt hath another ſea-compaſls he ſaileth by, 


than my ſhort and raw thoughts: I leave his part of it to himſelf, 
dare not expound his dealing, as ſorrow and misbclief often dic- 
tateth to me: I look often with my bleared and blind eyes to m 

Lord's croſs; and when I look to the wrong ſide of his croſs, I 


know I miſs a ſtep and a flide: ſurely I fee I have not legs of my 


2wn for carrying me to heaven; I muſt go in at heaven's gates, 
borrowing ſtrength from Chriſt. I am often thinking, O if he 
would but give me leave to love him, and if Chriſt would bur 
open up his wares, and the infinite plyes and windings and cor- 
ners of his ſoul-delighting love, and let me ſee it, like an hungry 
man beſide meat, to get my fill of wondering, as a preface to my 
fill of enjoying! But verily, I think my foul eyes would defile 


his fair love to look to it: either my hunger is over humble, (if 


that may be ſaid) or elſe I conſider not what honour it is to get 


leave to love Chriſt. O that he would pity a priſoner, and let 


out a flood vpon the dry ground ! It is nothing to him to fill the 
like of me; one of his looks would do me meikle world's good, 
and him no ill. I know I am not at a point yet with Chriſt's love, 


am not yet fitted for ſo much as I would have of it; my hope ſit- 


teth neighbour with meikle black hunger: and certainly I do not 
Hat think, there is more of that love ordained for me than I yet 
comprehend; and I know not the weight of the penſion the king 
will give me; I ſhall be glad, if my hungry bill get leave to ly be- 
{ide Chriſt, waiting on an anſwer. Now I would be full and re- 
joice if I got a poor man's alms of that ſweeteſt love: but I confi- 


_ gently believe there is a bed made for Chriſt and me, and that we 


ſhall take our fill of love in it; and I often think when my joy is 


run out, and at the loweſt ebb, that I would ſeek no more, but 
my righis paſt the King's great ſeal, and that theſe eyes of mine 
could fee Chriſt's hand at the pen. If your Lord call you to ſut- 


fering be not diſmayed; there ſhall be a new allowance of the 
king for you when ye come to it: one of the ſofteſt pillows Chriſt 


huath is laid under his witneſſes head, tho? often they mult {ct 


down their bare feet among thorns. He hath brought my poor 
foul to deſire and wiſh, O that my aſhes, and the powder I ſhall 


be diſſolved into, had well tuned tongues to praiſe him. Thus 


in haſte, deſiring your prayers and praiſes, I recommend you to 
my ſweet, ſweet maſter, my honourable Lord, of whom I hold 
all. Grace be with you. ch 8 8 
Aberdeen, | Your own in his ſweet Lord 
1637. JFieſus, 8. R 
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it 57. To JANE n : 
n Miſtreſs, 
1. (3 Race, mercy and peace be to yon. I am glad that ye go or: 
7 at Chriſt's back, in this dark and cloudy time; it were goo! 
if. o ſell other things for him; for when all theſe days are over, wc 
C- ſhall find it our advantage, that we have taken part with Chriſt, 
ay | confidently believe, his enemies ſhall be his footſtool, and that 

[ he ſhall make green flowers dead withered hay, when the honour 
ny and glory ſhall fall off them, like the bloom or flower of a green 
88, herb ſhaken with the wind. It were not wiſdom for us to thin“ 
he MW that Chriſt and the goſpel will come and fit down at our fire. ſide 
ut nay, but we muſt go out of our warm houſes, and ſeek Chriſt and 
Ir - his goſpel : it is not the ſunny ſide of Chriſt that we muſt look 
Ty to, and we mult not forſake him for want of that; but muſt ſet 
my our face againſt what may befall us, in following on, till he and 
file we be through the briars and buſhes on the dry ground. Our 
(if ſoft nature would be born through the troubles of this miſerable 
get life, in Chriſt's arms; and it is his wiſdom who knoweth our 
let mould, that his bairns go wet. ſhod and cold-footed to heaven. G 
the bow ſweet a thing were it for us to learn to make our burdens 
od, light, by framing our hearts to the burden, and making ovr 
Ve, Lord's will a law ! I find Chriſt and his croſs not fo ill to pleaſe 
ſit- nor yet ſuch troubleſome gueſts as men call them; nay, I think 
not patience ſhou}d make Chriſt's water good wine, and this droſs good 
yet metal: and we have cauſe to wait on; for, ere it be long, our 


Maſter will be at us, and bring this whole world out before the 
ſun and daylight in their blacks and whites. Happy are they who 
are found watching: our ſand glaſs is not ſo long as we need to 
weary; time will eat away and root out our woes and forrow 5 
our heaven is in the bud, and prowing up to an harveſt; ' why 
then ſhould we not follow on, feeing our ſpan- length of time will 
come to an inch? Therefore I commend Chriſt to you as your laſt 
living, and longeſt living husband, and the ſtaff of your old age; 
kt him have now the reſt of your days: and think rot much of a 
ſtorm upon the ſhip that Chriſt faileth in; there ſhall no paſſen- 
per fall over-board, but the crazed ſhip and the ſea-ſick paſſengers 
hall come to land ſafe. I am in as ſweet communion with Chriſt 
48 a poor ſinner can be; and am only pained that he hath much 
beauty and fairneſs, and I little love; he great power and mercy, | 
ind little faith; he much light, and] bleared eyes. Oh that 1 
law him in the ſweetneſs of his love, and in his marriage cloaths, 
and were over head and ears in love with that princely one, Chriſt | 
— jeſus my Lord! Alas, my riven diſh, and running out veſſel can 
rd hold little of Chriſt Jeſus. I have joy in this, that I would noc 
8. R fuſe death, before I I put Chriſt's ken heritage in men's tryſt- 
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98 Mr. RC THE RFOORD'“SC Epiſt. 58. 
ing; and what know I, if they would have pleaſed both Chriſt and 
me? Alas, that this land hath put Chriſt to open rouping, and 
to an, any man more bids! Bleſſed are they who would hold the 
crown on his head, and buy Chriſt's honour with their own loſſes. 
I rejoice to hear your fon John is coming to viſit Chriſt, and taſte 
of his love: 1 hope he hall not loſe his pains, or rue of that choice, 
I had always (as | ſaid often to you) a great love to dear Mr. John 
Brown, becauſe I thought 1 ſaw Chriſt in him more than in his 
brethren: fain would I write to him, to ſtand by my ſweet Ma- 
ſter; and I wiſh ye would let him read my letter, and the joy ! 
have, if he will appear for, and fide with my Lord Jeſus. Grace 
be with you, 1 55 
Aberdeen, March 13. | Yours in his feet 
1637. Lord Feſtus, S8. R. 
COSSOCOCODCOCOCMDEIDOCOCIBODODCC FIC EDEDOOD 
| 58. 7” JANE MACMILLAN. 
Loveng fefter,. 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I cannot come to you, to 
J give you my counſel; and hewbeit I would come, I cannot 
{tay with you: but J beſeech you to keep Chriſt, for I did what 
I could to put you within grips of him; I told you Chriſt's teſta- 
ment and latter will plainly, and I kept nothing back that my 
Lord gave me; and I gave Chriſt to you with good will: I pray 
you make him your own, and go not from that truth I taught you, 
in one hair-breadth ; that truth ſhall fave you if ye follow it. 
Salvation is not an eafy thing and ſoon gotten ; I often told you 
few are ſaved and many damned; I pray you make your poor foul 
ſure of ſalvation, and make the ſeeking of heaven your daily taſk. 
If ye never had a ſick night and a pained foul for fin, ye have not 
yet lighted upon Chriſt; look to the right marks of having cloſed 
with Chriſt; if ye love him better than the world, and would 
>a all the world for him, then that faith the work is ſound. O 
if ye ſaw the beauty ot Jcſus, and felt the ſmell of his love, you 
would run through fire and water to be at him! God fend you 
him. Pray for me, for I cannot forget yon Grace be with you, 
„„ GE oh Your loving paſtor, S. R. 
FR I CCC CCUlgHtTruoH Corn or et ri RE ACOUICTRI. 


Miſtreſs, | | Es 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am glad to hear that 
Chriſt and ye are one, and that ye have made him your one 
thing; where many are painful, toiled in ſeeking many things, 
and their many things are nothing. It is only beſt, ye ſet your- 
felf apart, as a thing laid up and out of the gait, for Chriſt alone; 
for ye are good for no other thing but Chriſt; and he's been going 
| | . | __ about 
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Ipiſt, 59, BET T ERS. 99 
about you theſe many years, by afflitiens, (© engage you to him- 
ſelf; it were a pity and a loſs to ſay him nay. Verily I coul! 
wiſh that I could ſwim through hell, and all the ill weather in the 
world, and Chriſt in my arms; but it is my evil and folly, that 
except Chriſt come unſent for, I do not go to ſeek him; when 
he and I fall in reckoning, we are both behind, he in, payment, 
and I in counting; and ſo marches ly ſtill unrid, and counts un- 
cleared betwixt us. O that he would take his on blood for 
counts and miſcounts, that I might be a free man, and none had 
any claim to me but only, only Jeſus. I will think it no bon- 
dage to be reaped, compriſed and poſſeſſed by Chriſt, as his bond- 
man. Think well of the viſitations of your Lord: for I find one 
thing, I ſaw not well before, that when the ſaints are under tri- 
als, and well humbled, little fins raiſe great cries and war- ſhouts 
in the conſcience; and in proſperity, conſcience is a Pope, to give 
diſpenſations, and let out and in, and give latitude and elbow - 
room to our heart. O how little care we for pardon at Chriſt's 
hand, when we make diſpenſations! and all is but bairns play, 
till a croſs without beget an heavier croſs within, and then we play 
no longer with our idels, It is good {till to be ſevere againſt our- 
ſelves ; for we but transform God's mercy into an idol, and ar 
idol that hath a diſpenſation to give, for turning of the grace of 
God into wantonneſs. Happy are they who take up God, wrath, 
juſtice, and fin, as they are in themſelves; for we have miſcarry- 

ing light, that parted with child, when we have good reſolutions: 
but, God be thanked, that ſalvation is not rolled upon our wheels. 
O but Chriſt hath a ſaving eye! Salvation is in his eye-lids ; when 
he firſt looked on me, I was faved; it coſt him but a look, to 
make hell quit of me: O merits, free merits, and the dear blood 
of God, was the beſt gait that ever we could have gotten of hell 

O what a ſweet, O what a ſafe and ſure way is it, to come out of 
hell, leaning on a Saviour! That Chriſt and a finner ſhould be 
one, and have heaven betwixt them, and be halvers of ſalvation, 
is the wonder of ſalvation. What more humble could love be! 
and what an excellent ſmell doth Chriſt caſt on his lower garden, 
where there grow but wild flowers, if we ſpeak by way of compa- 
niſon; but there is nothing bat perfect garden flowers in heaven, 
and the beſt pleniſhing that is there is Chriſt, We are all obliged _ 
to love heaven for Chrilt's fake; he graceth heaven, and all his 
Father's houſe with his preſence: he is a Roſe that beautifieth all 

the upper garden of God; a leaf of that Roſe of God for ſmell is 
worth a world: O that he would blow his ſmell upon a withered 

and dead foul! let us then go on to meet with him, and to be fil- 

led with the ſweetneſs of his love. Nothing will hold him from 

us; he hath decreed to put time, fin, hell, devils, men and deatti 

aut of the way, and to rid the rough way betwixt us and him, 
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$60. |. Mr, RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 60, 
that we may enjoy one another. It is ſtrange and wonderful, 
that he would think long in heaven without us, and that he would 
have the company of ſinners to ſolace and delight himſelf withal in 
heaven; and now the ſupper is abiding us; Chriſt the Bridegroom 
with deſire is waiting on, till the bride, the Lamb's wife, be buſk- 
ed for the marriage, and the great hall be rid for the meeting of 
that joyful couple. O fools, what do we here? and why fit we 
fill? why ficep we in the priſon ? were it not beſt to make us 
wings, to flee up to our bleſſed match, our marrow, and our fel- 


low friends? I think, Miſtreſs, ye are looking thereaway. and this 


is your ſecond or third thought; make forward, your guide wait- 
eth on you, I cannot but bleſs you for your care and kindneſs to 
the ſaints. 
Jeſus, to whole ſaving grace I recommend you, 
Aberd 1637. Yours iu cur Lord Jeſus, 
NE PE LE ET Re LF 
60. 7 WILLIAM RIGG Athernie. 


ich honcured and worthy Sir, | 
Our letter, full of complaints, bemoaning your guiltineſs, 


hath humbled me; but give me leave to ſay, Ye ſeem to be 


too far upon the law's fide, ye will not gain much to be the law's 
advocate ; I thought ye had not been the law's, but grace's man ; 
nevertheleſs, I am ſure ye deſire to take God's part againſt your- 
ſelf ; whatever your guiltineſs be, yet when it falleth into the ſea 
of God s mercy, it is but like a drop of blood fallen in the great 
ocean. There is nothing here to be done, but let Chriſt's doom 
light on the old man, and let him bear his condemnation, ſeeing 
in Chriſt he was condemned; for the law hath but power over 
your worſt half : let the blame therefore ly where the blame ſhould 
be; and let the new man be ſure to ſay, I am comely as the 
tents of Kedar, howbeit I be black and ſun burnt, by ſitting neigh- 
bour beſide a body of ſin. I ſeek no more here but room for 
_ orace's defence, and Chriſt's white throne, whereto a ſinner, con- 
demned by the law, may appcal : but the uſe thar I make of it is, 
1 am ſorry that I am not ſo tender and thin {kinned, though J 


am ſure Chriſt may find enployment for his calling in me, if in 


any living, ſceing from my youth upward I have been making up 
the biackeſt proceſs that any miniſter in che world, or any other, 
can anſwer to; and when J had done this, I painted a provider ce 
af my own, and wrote eaſe for myſelf, and a peaceable miniſtry, 
and the ſan ſhining on me, till 1 ſhould be in at heaven's gates; 
fach green and raw thoughts had I of God! I thought alſo of 3 
ſleeping devil that would paſs by rhe like of me, lying in muirs 
and out fields; ſo I begged the gouk's neſt, and dreamed of dy- 


ing at eaſe, and ng in 2 fool's e but ſince I her 
| ther, 


God give you to find mercy in that day of our Lord 


8. R. 
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F pitk. 6. LETT ERS. TT, 
ther, 1 am often ſo, as that they would have much rhetoric that 
would perſuade me, that Chriſt hath not written wrath on my 
dumb and ſilent ſabbaths; (which is a perſecution of the lateſt 


edition, being uſed againſt none in this land, that [ can learn of, 


beſides me) and often I lie under a non entry, and would gladly 


{ell all my joys to be confirmed King Jeſus's tree tenant, and to 


have ſealed aſſurances; but I ſee often blank papers. And my 
greateſt deſires are theſe two, 1. That Chriſt would take me in 
hand to cure me, and undertake for a fick man: I know I ſhould 
not die under his hand; and yet in this, while I ſtill doubt, I be- 
lieve, through a cloud, that ſorrow which hath no eyes hath but 
put a veil on Chriſt's love, 2. It pleaſeth him often ſince I came 
hither, to come with ſome ſhort blinks of his ſweet love; and 
then, becauſe I have none to help me to praiſe his love, and can 
do him no ſervice in my own perſon, (as I thought once I did in 
his temple) I die with wiſhes and defire to take up houſe, and 
dwell at the well ſide, and to have him praiſed and ſet on high: 
but alas! what can the like of me do, to get a good name raiſed 


upon my Well beloved Lord Jeſus, ſuppoſe J could deſire to be 


ſuſpended for ever of my part of heaven, tor his glory? I am ſure 
if I could get my will of Chriſt's love, and could be once over 


bead and ears in the believed, apprehended, and ſeen love of the 


Son of God, it were the fulfilling of the deſires of the only hap- 
pineſs I would be at. But the truth is, I hinder my communion 
with him, becauſe of want of both faith and repentance, and be- 


cauſe TI will make an idol of Chriſt's kiſſes: I will neither lead 


nor drive, except 1 ſee Chriſt's love run in my channel; and when 
L wait and look for him the upper-way, I ſee his wiſdom is pleaſed 
to play me a ſlip, and come the lower way: ſo that I have not the 
right art of guiding Chriſt; for there is art and wiſdom required 


in guiding of Chriſt's love aright when we have gotten it. O 


how far are his ways above mine! O how little of him do I ſee ! 
And when I am as dry as a burnt heath in a drouthy ſummer, 


and when my root is withered, howbeit I think then, that I 


would drink a ſea-full of Chriſt, ere ever I would let the cup go 
from my head; yet I get nothing but delays, as if he would make 


hunger my daily food: I think myſelf alſo hungered of hunger; 


the rich Lord Jeſus ſatisfy a famiſhed man. Grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, Sept. 10. Taurs own in his ſweet. 
1637. | Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


W OGODOGOCOCODODCCOCOCOLCEIOCCLEADCCCE 
61, To his worthy and much honoured friend FULK ELIES. 


| Worthy and much honoured in our Lord, ä 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad of our more 
dhan paper - acquaintance: ſceing we have one Father, it 
1 | reckoneth 


— — — — — 


Epiſt. Or. 
reckoneth the leſs though we never ſaw one another's face. I 
profeſs myſelf moſt unworthy to follow the camp of ſuch a wor. 
thy and renowned Captain as Chriſt. Oh alas! I have cauſe te 
be grieved, that men expect any thing of ſuch a wretched man ay 
I am: it is a wonder to me, if Chriſt can make any thing of my 
naughty, ſhort and narrow love te him; ſurely it is not worth 


102 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's 


the up- taking. 2. As for our lovely and beloved church in Ire- 
kand, my heart bleedeth for her deſolation; but I believe our 
Lord is only lopping the vine- trees, but not intending to cut them 
down, or root them out. It is true, ſeeing we are heart atheiſts 
| by nature, and cannot take providence aright, (becauſe we halt 
and crook, ever ſince we fell) we dream of an halting providence 


as if God's yard, whereby he meaſureth joy and ſorrow to the 
{ons of men, were crooked and unjuſt, becauſe ſervants are on 


horſeback, and princes go on foot: but on! Lord dealeth good 
and evil, and ſome one portion or other to both, by ounce- 
_ weights; and meaſureth them in a juſt and even ballance. I: is 
but folly to meaſure the goſpel by ſummer or winter weather: the 
{:mmer ſun of the ſaints ſhineth not on them in this life. How 
ſhould we have complained, if the Lord had turned the fame pro- 
vidence that we now ſtomach at, upſide down, and had ordered 
matters thus, that firſt the ſaints ſhould have enjoyed heaven, 
glory, and eaſe, and then Methuſalem's days of ſorrow and daily 
miiſeries? We would think a ſhort heaven no heaven; certainly 
his ways paſt finding out. 3. Ye complain of the evil of hearr- 
atheiſm; but it is to a greater atheiſt than any man can be, that 
ve write of that: Oh, light findeth not that reverence and fear as 
2 plant of God's ſetting ſhould find in our ſoul! How do we by 
12ture, as others, detain and captivate the truth of God in un- 
r:;hteouſneſs, and fo make God's light a bound priſoner ? and e- 
n when the priſoner breaketh the jail, and cometh out, in be- 
lief of a godhead, and in ſome practice of holy obedience, how 
often do we, of new. lay hands on the priſoner, and put our light 
again in fetters? Certainly there cometh a great miſt and clouds 
from the lower part of our ſoul, our earthly affections, to the 
{igher part, which is our conſcience, either natural or renewed ; 
- {moke in a lower houſe breaketh up. and defileth the houſe a- 
vove: if we had more practice of obedience we ſhould have more 
{and light. Ithink, Jay aſide all other guiltineſs, this one, the 
violence done to God's candle in our ſoul, were a ſufficient dittay 
againſt vs; for there is no helping of this but by ſtriving to ſtand 
in awe of God's light; leſt light tell tales of us, we de ſire little 
hear: but ſince it is not withont God, that light ſitteth neigh» 
„our to will, (a lawleſs lord) no marvel that ſuch a neighbour 
faould leaven our judgment, and darken onr light. I fer there 


12 a neceſſity that we proteſt againſt the doipgs of the old _ 
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Epiſt. 62. „ 163 
and raiſe up a party againſt our worſt half to accuſe, condemn, 
{catence, and with ſorrow bemoan the dominion of ſin's kingdom 
and withal, make law, in the new covenant, againſt our guilti- 


n:is; for Chriſt once condemned fin in the fleſh, and we are to 
condemn it over again: and if there had not been ſuch a thing 
as the grace of Jcius, I ſhould have long ſince given up with hea- 


ven, and with the expectation to ſee God: but grace, grace, 
free grace, the merits of Chriſt for nothing, white and fair, and 
large Saviour-mercy (which is another ſort of thing than creatures 
mercy, or law mercy, yea, a thouſand degrees above angel-mercy) 
hath been, and mult he, the rock that we, drowned fouls, muſt 
ſwim to, New waſhing, renewed application of purchaſed re- 
demption, by that ſacred blood that ſealeth the free covenant, is 


a thing of daily and hourly uſe to a pour fianer. Till we be in 


heaven our iTue of blood will not be quite dried up; and there- 
fore we muſt reſolve to appiy peace to our ſouls from the new and 
living way; and ſeſus, who cleanſe th and cureth the leprous ſoul, 


bvely Jeſus, muſt be our ſong on this fide of heaven's gates; and 


even when we have won the caſtle, then muſt we eternally ſing, 
Worthy, worthy is the Lamb. who hath faved us, and wathed 


us in his own blood. I would counſel all the ranſomed ones to 


learn this ſong, and to drink and be d:vn' with the love of Jeſus, 


O faireſt, O hipheſt, O love ieſt ond, Open the well! O witer 
the burnt and withered travellers with his love of thine! I think. 


it is poſſible on earth to build a young new Jeruſalem, a little new 
heaven of this ſurpaſſing love. God, either ſend me more of this 
love, or take me quickly over the water, where I may be filled 


with his love: my ſoftneſs cannot take with want; I profeſs, I 


bear not hunger of Chriſt's love, fair: I know nor if I play foul 


pay with Chriſt, but I would have a link of that chain of his pro- 


vidence .mended, in pining and delaying the hungry on-waiters, 
For myſelf, I could wiſh that Chriſt would let oui npon me more 


of that love; yet to ſay Chriſt is a piggard to me, i dare not; 


and if I ſay, I have abundance of his love, I ſhonld lie : Iam half 
ſtraitned to complain, and cry, Lord Jeſus, hold thy hand no 
longer. Worthy Sir, let me have your prayers in my bonds. 

Grace be with you. ron „„ 
Aberd Sept. 7. Tours in his fweet Lord 
a, 1637. os „ Fi, - $i. 
WOCCDODOCa . CR I ESR 

62. To JAMES LINDSAY. 

Dear brother, - | 
THE conſtant and daily obſerving of God's going alongſt with 
you, in his coming, going, ebbing, flowing, embr icing 
ad killing, glooming and ſtriking, giveth me (a witicls aud lazy 
TR: 8 Ole 
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194 Mr. RUTHERFOGRD's Epiſt. . 
obſerver of the Lord's way and working) an heavy ſtroke: 
could I keep ſight of him, and know when I want, and carry as 
became me in that condition, I would bleſs my caſe. But, 1. 


For deſertions, I think them like lying lee of lean and weak land 


or ſome years, while it gather ſap for a better crop. It is poſs 
ble to gather gold, where it may be had, with moon light. Oh 
if J could but creep one foot, or half a foot, nearer in to Jeſus in 
{vch a diſmal night as that, when he is away! I ſhould think it 
happy abſence. 2. If I knew the Beloved were only gone a- 
way for trial, and for further humiliation, and not ſmoked out 
of the houſe with new provocations, I would forgive deſertions, 
and hold my peace at his abſence; but Chriſt's bought abſence 
that I bought with my ſin) is two running boils at once, one upon 
either fide; and what fide then can I lay on? 3. I know, as 
night and ſhadows are good for flowers, and moon light and 


dews are better than a continual ſun; fo is Chriſt's abſence of 


| ſpecial uſe, and it hath ſome nouriſhing virtue in it, and giveth 
lap to humility, and putteth an edge on hunger, and furnitheth 
2 fair field to faith to put forth itſelf, and to exerciſe its fingers 
in pripping it ſeeth not what. 4. It is mercy's wonder and 
grace's wonder, that Chriſt will lend a piece of the lodging, and 
z back-chamber beſide himſelf, to our laſts; and that he and 
uch ſwine ſhould keep houſe together in our ſoul: for, ſuppoſe 
t3ey couch and contract themſelves into little room when Chriſt 
cometh in, and ſeem to ly as dead under his feet, yet they often 
areak out again: and that a foot of the old man, or a leg or 
arm nailed to Chriſt's croſs, loojeth the nail, or breaketh out a- 
gain; and yet Chriit, beſide this unruly and mij-nurtered neigh- 
bour, can ſtill be making heaven in the {aints, one way or other. 
May not I ſay, Lord Jeſus, what doſt thou here? Yet here he 
Muſt be; but I will not loſe my fect to go on into this depth 
and wonder; for free mercy, and infinite merits, took a lodging 
o Chriſt and us, beſide ſuch a loathſome guelt as fin. 5. Sanc- 
tification, and mortification of our luſts, are the hardeſt part of 
_ ©hriſtitanity. It is, in a manner, as natural to us to leap when 
e ſce the New Jeruſalem, as to laugh when we are tickled : joy 
not under command, or at our nod, when Chriſt kiſſeth; but 
) how many of us would have Chriſt divided in two halves, that 
we migit take the half of him only, and take his office, Jeſus and 
Avation! but Lord is a cumberſom e word, and to obey, and 
vork out our own ſalvation, and to perfect holineſs, is the cum- 
beriome and ſtormy northſide of Chriſt, and that we ſhew and 
 thift, 6. For your queſtion, The acceſs that reprobates have 10 
Chriſt (which is none at all, for to the Father in Chriſt neither 
can they, nor will they come, becauſe Chriſt died not for them; 
and yet by law, God and juſtice overtaketh them) I by „ 
| - | | Cs 
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27. 64, | LET TER - "Ot | 105 
There are with you more worthy and learned than Tam, Meſſis. 
Dickſon, Blair, and Hamilton, who can more fully ſatisfy you ; 
but I ſhall ſpeak in brief what I think of it, in theſe aſſertions, 
Firſt, all God's juſtice toward man and angels floweth from an 
act of ablolute, ſovereign free-will of God, who is our Former 
and Potter, and we are but clay; for it he had forbidden to eat 
of the reſt of the trees of the garden of Eden, and commanded A- 
dim to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, that com- 
mand no doubt had been as juft as this, Eat of all the trees, bu 
not at all of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, The reaſon 
is, becauſe his will is his juſtice, and he willeth not things wh 
out himſelf, becauſe they are juſt : God needeth not hunt fin 
ty, holineſs or righteouſneſs from things without himſelf, 41 [3 
not from the actions of men and angels; becauſe his will is effer 
tially holy and juſt, and the prime rule of holinets and juſtice : az 
the fire is naturally light, and inclineth upward, and the cart! 
heavy, and inclineth downward. The ſecond aflertion then :s. 
that God ſaith to reprobates, Believe in Chriſt (who hath not dic 
for your ſalvation) and ye ſhall be ſaved, is juſt and right; becavic 
his eternal and eſſentially juſt will hath fo enacted and decreed : 


ſuppoſe natural reaſon ſpcak againſt this, this is the deep and ſpe- 


cial myſtery of the goſpel. God hath obliged hard and. faſt, 
all the roprobates of the viſible church to believe this promiſe, He 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved; and yet, in God's decree and {es 
cret intention, there is no flvation at all decreed and intended to 
reprobates ; and yet the obligation of God, being from his fove- 
reign free-will, is moſt juſt, as is {aid in the firſt alſertion. Thirs 
aſſertion, The righteous Lord hath right over the reprobates and 
all reaſonable creatures, that violate his commandments; this is 
ealy, Fourth aſſertion, The faith chat God ſecketh of repro- 
bates, is, that they rely upon Chriſt, as deſpaiting of their own 
righteouſneſs, leaning wholly, and withal humbly, as weary and 
loaded, upon Chriſt, as on the refting-ſtone laid in Zion; but 
he ſecketh not that. without being weary of their ſin, they rely 
on Chriſt, mankind's Saviour; for to rely on Chriſt, and not 


to be weary ot fin, is preſumption, not faith: faith is ever neioh- 
bour to a contrite ſpirit; and it is impoſlible that faith can be, 


where there is not a caſten down and contritc heart, in {owe mea- 
ſure, for ſin: now ir is certain, God commandeth no man to 
preſume, Fifth aſſertion, Then reprobates are not abſolutely ob 
liged to believe Chriſt died for them in particular; for neither re 
probates nor others are obliged to belicve a lie: only they're oblig' 
to believe Chriſt, if they be firſt wear y, burdened, ſick, and conden 
ed in their own ee and ſtricken dead and killed with th. 


law's ſentence, and have indeed embraced him as offered, Which 


1s a ſecond and ſubſe quent act of faith, following atter a Coming 
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106 Mr. RUTHERFODTRD's Epiſt. 63. 

to him, and cloſing with him. Sixth aſſortion, Reprobates are 
not formally guilty of contempt of God, and misbelief, becauſe 
they apply not Chriſt and the promiſes of the goſpel to themſelves 
in particular; for fo they ſhould be guilty becauſe they believe 
not a lie, which God never obliged them to believe, Seventh 
aſſertion, Juſtice hath a right to puniſh reprobates, becauſe out 
of pride of heart, confiding in their own righteouſneſs, they rely 
not upon Chriſt, as a Saviour of all them that come to him: this 
God may juſtly oblige them unto; becauſe in Adam they had 
perfect ability to do; and meu are guilty, becaule they love their 
own inability, and reſt upon themielves, and retuſe to deny their 
own righteouſneſs, and to take them to Chrilt, in whom there is 
righteouſneſs for wearied ſinners. Eighth affertion, It is one 
thing to rely, lean, and reſt upon Chriſt, in humility and weart- 
_ neſs of ſpirit, and denying our own righteouinels, believing him 
to be the only rightcouſneſs of wearied ſinners; and it is another 
thing to believe Chriſt died for me, John, Thomas, Anna, upon 
an intention and decree to {ave us by name. For, i ſt, The firſt goœth 
firſt, the latter is always after in due order. 2dly, The firſt is 
faith, the ſecond is a fruit of faith, and 3d. The firſt obligeth re- 
probates and all men in the viſible kirk, the latter obligeth only 
the weary and laden, and ſo only the elect and effectually called 
of God. Niuth aſſertion, It is a vain order, I know not if Chriſt 
died for me, Joha, Thomas, Anna by name; and therefore [ 
dare not rely on him. The rewoa is, becauſe it is not faith, to 
believe, God's intention and decree of election at the firſt, ere ye 
be wearied: look firſt to your own intention and ſoul, it ye find 
Gn a burden, and can reſt under ir upon Chriſt ; if this be once, now 
come and believe in particular, or apply by ſenſe (for in my judg- 
ment it is a fruit of belief, not belief) and fecling the good will, 
intention, and gracious purpoſe of God anent your ſalvation: 
hence, becauſe there is malice in reprobates, and contempt of 
Chriſt, guilty they arc, and jaſtice hath law againſt chem: and, 
which is the myſtery, they cannot come up to Chriſt, becauſe ne 
died not for them; but their fin is, that they love their inability 


to come to Chriſt; and he who loveih his chains, delerveth chains: 


and thus, in hort, rememoer my bonds. . 
Aberdeen. 1637. Tours in his fweet Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 


RIO IO OODLE EN OS OO OY OO RO ow 
63. To the Earl f CASSILS. 


My very honourable and noble Lord. 8 
: Race, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip, Pardon me to 
cxpreſs my carneit deſire to your Lordſhip tor Zion's lake, 
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Epiſt. 63. LE TT ERS. 
whom we ſhould not hold our peace. 


will take my pleading on his behalf in the better part, becauſe 
the neceſſity of a falling and weak church is urgent. I believe 
your Lordthip is one of Zion's friends, and that by obligation; 


107 


for when the Lord ſhall count and write up the people, it (hall 


be written, This man was born there, Therefore becauſe your 
Lordſhip is a born ſon of the houſe, I hope your deſixe is, that 


the beauty and glory of the Lord may dwell in the midſt of the 
It muſt be, without all 


city, whereof your Lordſhip is a ſon. 
doubt, the preateſt honour of your place and houſe, to kiſs the 
Son of God, and for his ſake to be kind to his oppreſſed and 
wronged Bride, who, now in the day of her deſolation, beggeth 
elp of you, that are the ſhields of the earth. I am ſure many 
kings, princes ind\nobles, in the day of Chriſt's ſecond coming, 
would be glad to run errands for Chriſt, even bare-footed through 
fire and water; but in that day he will have none of their ſervice. 
Now he is aſking, if your Lordſhip will help him againſt the 


mighty of the earth, when men are ſetting their ſhoulders to 


Chriſt's fair and beautiful tent in this land, to looſe its ſtakes, 
and break it down? and certainly ſuch as are not with Chriſt, 
are againſt him: and bicſſed ſhall your Lordſhip be of the Lord, 


bleſſed ſha!l your houſe and feed be, and blefſed ſhall your bo- 


nour be, if ye empawned, and lay! in Chriſt's hand, the carldom of 


Caffils (and it is but a ſhadow in compa iſon of the city made 


without hands) and lay it even at the ſtake, rather than Chriſt, 
and born down truth want a witneſs of you, againft the apoſtaly 
of this land. Ye hold your lands of Chriſt, your charters are 
under his ſeal, and he who hath many crowns on his head, deal- 
eth, cutteth, and carveth pieces of this clay-heritage to men at 
bis pleaſure. lt is little your Lordſhip hath to give him; he will 
not ſleep long in your common, but ſhall ſurely pay bome your loſ- 
les for his cauſe. It is but our bleared eyes that look through a 


falſe glaſs to this idol- god of clay, and think ſomething oft it: 


they who are paſt with their laſt ſentence to heaven or hell, and 
have made their reckoning, and departed out of this {MOKy 1 inn, 
have now no other conceit of this world, but as a piece of be- 
gulling well-loſtercd clay; and how faſt doth time (like a flood in 
motion) carry your Lordihip out of it? and is not eternity com- 
ing with wings! court goeth not in heaven as it doth here, Our 
Lord (who hath all you, the nobles, lying in the ſhell of his ba- 
lance) eſteemeth you accordiagly as ye are the Bridegroom's 
friends or foes: your honourable anceſtors, with the h: zzard of 
their lives, brought Chriſt to our hands; 
to the poſterity, if ye loſe him to them. One of our tribes, 


Levi's fon, the watchmen, are fallen from the Lord, and 2480 | 


lold their mother and their father alſo, and the Lord's "truth, for 


their | 


1 know your Lordfhip ' 


and it ſball be cruelty 
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1 Mr. RUTH ERTFTOOR D's Epiſt. 63. 
If ye, the no- 
bles, play Chriſt a ſlip, now when his back is at the wall, (if I may 
ſo ſpeak) then may we ſay, that the Lord hath caſten water upon 
Scotland' s ſmoaking coal; but we hope better things of you, Tt 
is no wiſdom, however it be the ſtate wiſdom now in requeſt to be 
ſilent, when they are caſting lots for a better thing than Chriſt's 
coat, All this land, and every man's part of the play for Chriſt, 
and tears of poor and friendleſs Zion, (now going dool-like in 
fackcloth) are up in heaven before our Lord; and there is no 
queſtion, but our King and Lord ſhall be maſter of the fields at 
length : and we would all be glad to divide the ſpoil with Chriſt, 
and to ride in triumph with bim; but Oh how few will take a 
cold bed of ſtraw in the camp with him! How fain would men 
| have a well-tharched houſe above their heads, all the way to hea- 
ven! And many now would go to heaven the land way (for they 
love not to be ſea-ſick) riding up to Chriſt upon foot mantles, and 
rattling coaches, and rubbing their velvet with the princes of the 
land in the higheſt ſeats. If this be the way Chriſt called ſtrait 
and narrow, I quit all {kill of the way to ſalvation, Are they not 
now rouping Chrilt and the goſpel ? Have they not put our Lord 
| Jeſus to the market, and he who out-biddeth his fellow ſhall get 
him? O my dear and noble Lord, go on (howbeit the wind be 
in your face) to back our piincely Captain; be couragious for 
him: fear not theſe who have no ſubicribed leaſe of gays; the 
worms ſhall eat kings: let the Lord Ichovah be your fear; and 
then, as the Lord liveth, the victory is yours. It is true many are 
ſtriking vpa Lene WHY to heaven; but my ſoul for theirs, if they 
find it; and if this be not the only way, whoſe end is Chriſt's Fa- 
ther's houſe : and my weak experience, fince the day I was firſt in 
bonds, hath confirmed me in the truth and aſſurance of this: let 
doctors and learned men cry the contrair, I am perſuaded this is 
the way. The bottom hath fallen out of both their wit and con- 
ſcience at once; their book hath beguiled them, for we have fall- 
en upon the true Chriſt. I dare hazard, if I alone had ten fouls, 
my ſalvation upon this ſtone, that many now break their bones 
upon. Let them take this fat world, Oh poor and hungry is their 
paradiſe ! Therefore let me intreat your Lordthip, by your com. 
pearance before Chriſt, now while this piece of the afternoon of 
your day is before you, (for ye know not when your ſun will turn 
and eternity ſhall benight you) let your glory, honour, and might 
worldly be for our Lord Jeſus: and to his rich grace, and tender 


mercy, and to the never-dying comforts of his gracious . [ 

recommend your Lordſhip and noble houſe, 

Your Lordſhip's at all 
obedience, S. R. 


Abercleen, Sept. 9. 
2637. 
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g. To-te Lacy LARKG IRIE. 
Miſtreſs, 5 | | 7 
"N Race, mercy and peace be to you. I hope ye know what 
J conditions paſt betwixt Chriſt and you, at your firſt mect- 
ing: ye remember, he ſaid, your ſummer days would have clouds, 
and your roſe a prickly thorn beſide it: Chriſt is unmixt in hea- 
ren, all ſweetneſs and honey; here we gave him with his thorny 
and rough croſs; yet 1 know no tree beareth ſweeter fruit than 
Chriſt's croſs, except I would raiſe a lying report on it, It is your 
part to take Chriſt, as he is to be had in this life: ſufferings are 
like a wood planted round abou his houſe, over door and wins 


dow: if we could hold faſt our grips of him, the field were won. 
vet a little while and Chriſt ſhall triumph: give Chriſt his owa 


ſhort time, to ipin out theſe two long threads of heaven and hell 


to all mankind, for certainly the thread will not break ; and when 


he hath accompliſhed his work in mount Zion, and hath refined 


his ſilver, he will bring new veſſels out of the turnace, and ple- 


niſu his houſe, and take up houſe again. I counſel you to free 
yourſelf of clogging temptations, by overcoming lome, and con- 
temning others, and watching over all: abide true and loyal tg 


Chriſt, for few now are faſt to him; they give Chriſt blank pa- 
per, for a bond of ſervice and attendance now when Chriſt hath | 


moſt ado: to waſte a little blood with Chriſt, and to put our part 
of this droſſy world in pawa over in his hand, as willing to quit 
it for him, is the ſafeſt cabinet to keep the world in: but theſe 
who would take the world and all their flitting on their back, and 


run away from Chriſt, they will fall by the way, and leave their 


burden behind them, and be taken captive themſelves. Well 
were my ſoul, to put all I have, life and ſoul, over in Chriſt's 
hands; let it be forthcoming for all, If any aſk how I do? Ian- 


ſwer, None can be but well that are in Chriſt : and if I were not 


ſo, my ſufferings had melted me away in aſhes and {ſmoke ; I thank 
my Lord, that he hath ſomething in me that this fare cannot con- 


ſume. Remember my love to your husband, and ihew him from 


me, I deſire that he may ſet aſide all things, and make ſure work 
of ſalvation, that it be not a ſeeking, when the f{and-glats is run 
ont, and time and eternity ſhall tryſt together: there is no errand 


ſo weighty as this; O that he would take it to heart. Grace be 


with you, 5 | 
Aberdeen, Wars in Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, S R. 


WP = D HON 2 = UE HP = e = D e . =D D e e e 


65. To the Lady DUNGUEIGH. 
Miltreſs. 1 . 


Long to hear from you, and how you go on with Chriſt: T 


am ſure that Chriſt and you once met: I pray vou faſten your 


gips; 


Epiſt. 64, 65. LETTERS. 109 
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110 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 66, 
grips; there is holding and drawing, and much ſea - way to hea- 
ven, and we are often ſea· ſick; but the voyage is ſo needful, that 
we muſt on any terms take ſhipping with Chriſt. I believe it is 
= good country we are going to, and there is ill lodging in this 
{moaky houſe of the world, in which we are yet living ; Oh that 
we ſhould love {moke fo well, and clay that holdeth out feet faſt 1 
It were our happineſs to follow on after Chriſt, and to anchor our- 
ſelves upon the rock, in the upper ſide of the vail, Chriſt and 
Satan are now drawing two parties; and they are blind who ſee 
not Scotland divided in two camps, and Chriſt coming out with 
bis white banner of love, and he hangeth that over the heads of 
his ioldiers: and the other captain, the dragon, is coming out 
with a great black flag, and crieth, The world, the world, caſe, 
honour, and a whole ſkin, and a ſoft couch; and there ly they, 
and leave Chriſt to fend tor himſelf. My counſel is, that ye come 
out and leave the multitude, and let Chriſt have your company; 
let them take clay and this preſent world, who love it: Chritt is 
a more worthy and noble portion; bleſſed are theſe who get him. 
It is good, ere the ſtorm riſe, to make ready ail, and to be pre- 
pred to go to the camp with Chriſt, ſeeing he will not keep the 
houſe, nor fit at the fire fide with couchers. A ſhower for Chriſt 
is little enough. Oh, I find all too little for him! Wo, wo, wo's 
me, that J have no propine for my Lord ſeſus: my love is fo feck- 
leis, that it is a ſhame to offer it to him, Oh if it were as broad 
as heaven, as deep as the ſea, I would gladly beſtow it upon him 
] perſuade yon, God is wringing grapes of red wine for Scotland, 
and this land ſhall drink, and ſpue, and fall. His enemies ſhall 
drink the thick of it, and the grounds of it; but Scotland's wi: 
thered tree ſhall bloſſom again, and Chriſt ſhall make a ſecond 
marriage with her, and take home his wife out of the furnace ; 
but if our eyes ſhall ſce it, he knoweth who hath created time. 
Grace be with you, - | En 
Aberd. 1037. Yours in his fweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
66. 7% JANET MACKULLOCH. 
Loving Her, b 1 

C; Race, mercy and peace be to you. Hold on your courſe, for, 
A IF it may be, I will not ſoon fee you: venture through the 
thick of all things after Chriſt, and loſe not your maſter, Chtiſt, 
in the throng of this great market. Let Chriſt know how heavy, 
and how many a ſtone weight you and your cares, burdens, croſ- 
{es, and fins are, let him bear all; make the heritage ſure to your- 
ſelf : get charters and writs paſſed and through, and put on arms 
for the battle, and keep you faſt by Chriſt, and then let the wind 
blow out of What airth it will, your ſoul will not blow in 1 2 
LE | 5 
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Epiſt. 69, LET TERS: „ Th 
1 find Chriſt the moſt ſteadable friend and companion in the world 
to me now: the need and ufefulneſs of Chriſt is ſeen beſt in tri- 
als. Oh if he be not well worthy of his room! Lodge him in 
kouſe and heart, and ſtir up your husband to ſeek the Lord: 1 
wonder he hath never written to me: I do not forget him. 1 
tanght you the whole counſel of God, and delivered it to you; it 
will be enquired for at your hands; have it in readineſs againſt 
the time that the Lord aſk for it: make you to meet the Lord, and 
reſt and ſleep in the love of that taireſt among the ſons of men: 
deſire Chriſt's beauty; give out all your love to him, and let none 
fall by: learn in prayer to tpeak to him: help your mother's ſoul, 
and deſire her, from me, to ſeek the Lord and his ſalvation: it is 
not ſoon found; many mils it. Grace be with you. 

Aberd. 1637. | | Your loving paſtor, S. R. 
.: Can at te ded ̃ ˙ . I ORR DO 

67. To my Lord CRAIGHALI. 

My Lord, 185 „ 

FT Cannot ex pound your Lordſhip's contrary tides, and theſe ten- 
tations wherewith ye are aſſaulted, to be any other thing but 

Ekriſt trying you, and ſaying unto you, And will ye alſo leave me? 
I am ſure Chriſt hath a great advantage againſt you if ye play foul 
play to him, in that the holy Spirit hath done his part, in eviden- 
cing to your conſcience, that this is the way of Chriſt wherein ye 
ſhall have peace; and the other, as ſure as God liveth, the Anti- 
chriſt's way: therefore, as ye fear God fear your light, and ſtand 
in awe of a convincing conſcience; it is far better tor your Lord- 
ſhip to keep your conſcience, and to hazard, in ſuch an honoura- 
ble cauſe, your place, than wilfully, and againſt your light, to 
come under guiltineſs. Kings cannot heal broken conſciences; 
and when death and judgment ſhall compriſe your ſoul, your coun- 
kilors and others cannot become caution to juſtice for you. Ere 
it be long, our Lord will put a final determination to acts of par- 
lament, and mens laws, aud will clear you before men and an- 
gels of mens unjuſt ſentences. Ye received honour, and place, 
and authority, and riches, and reputation, from your Lord, to 
ſet forward and advance the liberties and freedom of Chriſt's 
„ fingdom. Men, whote confciences are made of ſtoutnefs, think 
little of ſuch matters, which, notwithſtanding, incroach directly 
I pon Chriſt's prerogative royal. So would men think it a light 
„I Patter for Uzzah to put out his hand to hold the Lord's fallin 
erk; but it coſt him his life. And who doubteth but a carnal 
friend will adviſe you to ſhut your window, and pray beneath your 
breath: Ye make too great a din with your prayers : fo would a 
d bead- of. wit ſpeak if ye were in Daniel's place: but mens overgilded 
i. Neaſons will not help you when your conſcience is like to rive with 
fl TY 2 double 


112 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Epilt.ce. 
2 double charge. Alas, alas! when will this world learn to ſub- 
mit their wiſdom to the wiſdom of God? I am ſure, your Lord. 


ſhip hath found the truth; go not then to ſearch it over again, 


tor it is ordinary for men to make doubts, when they have a mind 


d defert the truth. Kings arc not their own men, their ways 
dre in God's hand. I rejoice and am glad, that ye reſolve to walk 


with Chriſt, howbeit his court be this. Grace be with Lordſhip, 
Aberd. Sept. 7, Your Lordſbip's in his fweet Maſter 

Z 1637. and Lord Jeſus, S. R. 

: ESO De VT 


68. To WILLIAM RIGG J Atherny, 


Worthy and much honsured Sir, : 
FRace, mercy and peace be to you. How ſad a priſoner would 
I be, if IJ knew not that my Lord Jeſus had the keys of the 


priſon himſelf, and that his death and blood hath bought a bleſ- 


ſing to our croſſes, as well as to ourſelves? 1 am ſure, troubles 
have no prevailing right over us, if they be but our Lord's ſerje- 
ants, to keep us in ward while we are in this {ide of heaven: I 
2m perſuaded alſo, that they ſhall not go over the bound road, nor 
enter into heaven with us; for they find no welcome there, where 
there is no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither any 


more pain: and therefore we ſhall leave them behind us. Oh if 


could get as good a pait of fin, even this woful and wretched 
hody of fin, as I get of Chriſt's croſs! Nay, indeed, I think the 
:roſs beareth both me and itſelf rather than I it, in compariſon of 
the tyranny of the lawleſs fleſh and wicked neighbour, that dwel- 
eth beſide Chrift's new creature. But, Oh, this is that which 
preſſeth me down and paineth me; Jeſus Chriſt in his ſaints ſit- 
teth neighbour with an i! ſecond, corruption, deadneſs, coldneſs, 
pride, luſt, worldlineſs, ſelf- love, fecurity, falſhood, and a world of 
more the like, which I find in me, that are daily doing violence 
o the new man, O but we have cauſe to carry low fails, and to 
leave faſt to free-orace, tree, free-grace! bleſſed be our Lord 


hat ever that way was found out: if my one foot were in hea- 
ren, and my foul half in, if free-will and corruption were abſo- 


ite Lords of me. I ſhould never win wholly in. O but the 
/xeet, and living way, that Chriſt hath ſtruck up to our home, 


be a ſafe way! I find now preſence and acceſs a greater dainty iſ 


than before; but yet the Bridegroom looketh through the lattels, 
and through the hole of the door. O if he and I were on fair 
diy land together, on the other ſide of the Water. Grace be 
with you, 8 „ 
Aberd. Sept. zo, 8 Yeurs in his fweet Lord 

1637. 5 Jeſus, S. R. 
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Jiſt. 6g. LETTER 8 113 


69. To the Lady KILCONQUH AIR. 
Miſtreſs, | | 25 3 
6 Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your letter. 
I am beartily content, ye love and own this oppreſſed and 
wronged cauſe of Chriſt; and that now, when ſo many are mu- 
carricd, ye are in any meaſure taken with the love of Jeſus, Wea- 
ry not, but come in, and ſee if there be not more in Chriſt tha 
the tongue of men and angels can expreſs: if ye ſeek a gait to he 
ven, the way is in him, or, he is it: what ye want 15 treaſured 
up in Jeſus, and he faith, all his are yours, even his kingdom, b 
is content to divide it betwixt him and you; yea, his throne an] 
his glory, Luke xxi. 20. John xvii. 24. Rev. iii. 21. and there: 
fore take pains to climb up that beſieged houſe to Chriſt: tor de 
vils, men, and armies of temptations are lying about the houſe, '- 
bold out all that are out, and it is taken with violence it is no! 
a {ſmooth and eaſy way, neither will your weather be fair aud pla. 
ſant; but whoſoever ices the inviſible God and che fair city, = 
no reckoning of loſſes or croſſes. In ye muſt be, coft you wht 
it will; ſtand not for a price, and for all that ye have, to win the 
caſtle ; the rights to it are won to you, and it is di poned to vo. 
in your Lord Jeſns's teſtament; and ſce what a fair legacy your 
dying friend Chriſt hach left you: and there wanteth nothing bur 
poſſeſſion. Then get up in the ſtrength of the Lord; get over 
the water to poſſeſs that good land: it is better than a land of o- 
lives and wine-trees; for the tree of life, that beareth twelve man- 
ner of fruits every monch, is there before you; and a pure river 
of life, clear as chryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of God anc 
of the Lamb, is there, Your time is ſhort, therefore loſe no time 
gracious an laithful is he who hath called you to his kingdon 
and glory. The city is yours by free conqueſt and by promiſe 
and therefore let no uncouth lord-idol put you from your own. "Wit 
The devil hath cheated the ſimple heir of his paradiſe, and by en- 4. | | 
ucing us to taſte of the forbidden fruit, bath, as it were, brou ht „ 
vs out of our kindly heritage; but our Lord, Chriſt Jeſus, hath { 
done more than bought the devil by, for he hath redeemed the = „ 
WM wadſct, and made the poor heir free to the inheritance. if w 1 
knew the glory of our elder brother in heaven, we would long to N 


. 


de there to ſee him, and to get our fill of heaven: we chile: | 
\M think the earth a fair garden, but ic is but God's out-field, an Wl 
wild, cold, barren ground; all things are fading that are here : 111 


eit is our happineſs to make ſure Chriſt to ourſelves. Thus r-- _ | 71 
membering my love to your husband, and wiſhing to him wha: 
I write to you, I commit you to God's tender mercy, 


Aberdeen, Sept. 13, Yours in his ſweet Lord | . 


1 „„ e Jeſus, S. R. 
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70. To the Lady CRAIGHALL, 
Honourable and Chriſtian Lady,  _ 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I cannot but write to 
your Ladyſhip of the ſweet and glorious terms I am in with 


the molt joyful King that ever was, under this well thriving and 
_ proſperous croſs: it is my Lord's ſalvation wrought by his own 
right hand, that the water doth not ſuffocate the breath of hope 
and joyful courage in the Lord Jeſus; for his own perſon is ſtil] 
in the camp with his poor foldier, I fee the croſs is tied with 


Chriſt's hand to the end of an honeſt profeſſion: we are but fools 
to endeavour to looſe Chriſt's knot. When I conſider the com- 
forts of God, I durſt not conſent to ſell or wadſet my ſhort life- 
rent of the croſs of the Lord Jelus. I know that Chriſt bought 
with his own blood a right to ſanctified and bleſſed croffes, in as 
far as they blow me over the water to my long deſired home: and 
it were not good that Chriſt ſhould be the buyer and I the ſeller. 


I know time and death ſhall take ſufferings fairly off my hand: I 
hope we ſhall have an honeſt parting at night, when this piece cold 
and froſty afternoon tide of my evil and rough day ſhall be over: 
well is my foul of either ſweet or ſour, that Chriſt hath any part 


or portion in: if he be at the one end of it, it ſhall be well with 
me. I ſhall die ere I libel faults againſt Chriſt's croſs; it ſhall 
have my teſtimonial under my hand, as an honeſt and faving mean 
of Chriſt for mortification and faich's growth. T have a ſtronger 
aſſurance, fince I came over Forth, of the excellency of Jeſus than 
J had before. I am rather about him than in him, while J am ab- 


ſent from him in this houſe of clay; but I would be in heaven for 
no other cauſe but to eſſay and try what boundleſs joy it muſt be 


to be over-head and ears in myWell-beloved Chriſt's love. O that 
fair one hath my heart for evermore ! but alas, it is over-little for 
him! O if it were better and more worthy for bis ſake? OitI 
might meet with him face to face on this fide of eternity, and 


might have leave to plead with him, that I am fo hungered, and 


famiſhed here, with the niggardly portion of his love that he giv- 


eth me! O that I mipht be carver and ſteward myiclf, at mine 


own will, of Chriſt's love! (if I may lawfully wiſh this) then 
would I enlarge my veſlel (alas! a narrow and ebb ſoul) and take 
in a ſea of his love. My hunger, for it is hungry and lean, in 


. believing that ever I ſhall be ſatisfied with that love; ſo fain would 


I have what I know I cannot hold. O Lord Jetus, delighteſt thou, 


deligbteſt thou, to pine and torment poor ſouls with the want of 


thy incomparable love? O it I durſt call thy diſpenſation cruel ! 


1 know thou thyſelf art mercy, without either brim or bottom; 


FE know thou art a God bank-full of mercy and love, but oh alas! 
little of it cometh my way: I die to look afar off to o_ love, 
| „ becaule 


R. 


© 


from 


Jon 
jeve 


this 
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becauſe I can get but little of it: but hope ſaith. This providence 
ſhall ere look more favourably upon poor bodies, and me allo. | 
Grace be with your Ladyſhip's ſpirit. _ 
Aberd. Sept. 19. "TONE ir Lachſſiß s in his fweet 
1637. 5 Lord 3 8. R. 
51. To Mr. JAMES HAMILTON. 
| Reverend and dear brother, | 
Eace be to you from God our Father, and from our Lad 
Jeſus. I am laid low, when I remember what 1 am, and 
that my out ſide caſteth ſuch a luſtre, when ] find fo little within. 
It is a wonder that Chriſt's glory is not defiled, running throug!: 
ſuch an unclean and impure channel; but I ſee Chriſt will be 
| Chriſt, in the dreg and refuſe of men: his art, his ſhining wiſdom. 
his beauty ſpeaketh loudeſt in blackneſs, weakneſs, deadneſs, yea, 1 
in nothing. I ſee nothing, no money, no worth, no good, no 28 
life, no deſerving, is the ground that omnipotency delighteth 10 1 
draw glory out of. O how ſweet is the inner- ſide of the walls of | i | 


Chriſt's houſe, and a room beſide himſelf! my diſtance from him „ 
maketh me ſad. O that we were in others arms! O that the mid - if 
dle things betwixt us were removed! I find it a difficult matte 18 
to keep all ſtots with Chriſt : when he laugheth ] ſcarce Believe | 
it, I would fo fain have it true. But I am like a low man loot- 

ing up to a high mountain, whom wearineſs and fainting over - 

. cometh, I would climb up, but I find that I do not advance 

my journey as I would wiſh: yet I truſt he ſhall take me home v lf 
gainſt night. I marvel not that Antichriſt in his ſlaves is fo . ä 1 
but our crowned King ſeeth and beholdeth, and will ariſe for Zi _ I 
on's ſafety. I am exceedingly diſtracted with letters, and compa- TIT | 
ny that viſit me; what I can do, or time will permit, I ſhall not i Wt 
omit, Excuſe my brevity, for I am ſtraitned. Remember the | 
Lord's priſoner : I deſire to be mindful of you. Ges, grace be uy! 
with you. 

Aberdeen, Sept. 7. | Yours in his fwcet 

i 1637. | Lord Jeſus, S.R. [31541 
53 FFP 1 

72. To» Mr. GEORGE DUNBAR. | 1454/4 


Reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord, | EW 115 
G Race, mercy and peace be to you. Becauſe your words 11091 
J have ſtrengthened many, I was filent, expecting ſome lines n 

from you in my bonds; and this is the cauſe why 1 wrote not 0 
ou, but now I am forced to break off and ſpeak. . I never be- 
lievsd till now, that there was ſo much to be found in Chriſt, 1: 
this {ide of death and of heaven. O the raviſhmeuts of heavenly 

P21 ; 3 7 
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joy that may be had here, in the ſmall gleanings and comforts that 


fall from Chriſt! What fools are we who know not, and conſt. 


der not the weight and the telling that is in the very earncſt penny, 
and the firſt fruits of our hoped-for harveſt! How {weet, how 
ſweet is our infeftment ! O what then muſt perſonal poſſoſſion be! 
I find that my Lord Jeſus hath not miſcooked or ſpilt this ſweet 
croſs; he hath an eye on the fire and the melting gold, to ſepa. 


rate the metal and the roſs. O how much time would it take 


me to read my obligations to Jeſus my Lore, who will ncither 


Have the faith of his own to be burnt to aſhes, nor yet will have 


a poor believer in the fire to be half raw. like Ephraim's unturned 
cake! this is the wiſdom oi him who bath bis fire in Zion. and 
furnace in Jeruſalem. I need not either bud or flatter temprati- 
ons and croſſes, nor ſtrive to buy the devil, or this malicious world 
by, or redeem their kindneſs with half a hair's breadth of truth: 


he, who is ſurety for his ſervant for good, doth powerfully over 


rule all that. I ſee my priſon hath neither lock nor door; I am 
free in my bonds, and my chains are made of rotten ſtraw, they 
ſhall not bide one pull of faith. I am ſure they are in hell who 
would exchange their torments with our croſſes, ſuppoſe they 
ſhouls never be delivered, and give twenty thouſand years tor- 
ment to boot, to begin in our bonds for ever; and therefore we 


wong Chriſt, who ſigh, and fear, and doubt, and deſpond in 


them Our ſofferings are waſhen in Chriſt's blood, as wel] as our 


ſouls; for Chriſt's merits brought a bleſſing to the croſſes of the 
us of God; and Jeſns hath a back-bond of all our temptations, 


t at the free. warders ſhall come out by law and juſtice, in reſpec 
O the infinite and great ſum that the Redeemer paid Our trou- 


bles owe us a trec paſſage through them: devils and men, and 
croſſes are our debtors, death and all ſtorms are our debtors, to 
blow our poor toſſed bark over the water fraught free, and to ſet 
the travellers in their pwn known ground: therefore we ſhall die 
and yet live. We are over the water (ſome way) already; we 
are married, and our tocher good is paid; we are already more | for 

canno 


than conquerors. If the devil and the world knew how the court 


- with our Lord ſhall go, T am ſure they would hire death to take 


us off their hand; our ſvffirinps are the only wreck and ruin of 
the black kingdom : and yet a little, and the Antichriſt mult play 


himſelf with bones aud lain bodies of the Lamb's followers; but 
 Withal we ſtand with the hundred forty and four thouſand, who 
are with the Lamb, upon the top of mount Zion: Antichriſt and | 


his tuliowers are down in the valley ground, we have the advan- 
tage of the hill; our temptations are always beneath, our waters 
are bencath our breath; as dying, and behold we live: I never 
heard before of a living death, or a quick death, but ours: our 
death is not like the common death; Chriſt's {kill, his bandy- 
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Epiſt. 73 LEFT ERS. „ Þ 
work, and a new caſt of Chriſt's admirable art, may be ſeen in our 
quick death. I bleſs the Lord that all our troubles come through 
Chriſt's fingers, and that he caſteth ſugar among them, and caſteth 
in tome onnce weights of heaven, and of the ſpirit of glory (that 
reſteth on ſuffering believers) in our cup, in which there is no 
taſte of hell. My dear brother, ye know all theſe better than I: | 
I ſend water to the ſea, to ſpeak of theſe things to you: bur it ea- 
ſeth me, to deſire yon to help me to pay my tribute of praiſe to 
Jeſus. O what praiſes I owe him! I wonld I were in my free 
heritage, that I might begin to Pay my debts to qeſus. I intreat 
tor your prayers and praifes : I forget not you, | ' 111.8 
Averd. Sept. 17. Your brether and fellow ſufferer WE} 
f 
; 
| 


j 
= 1 
1 | 
1 
1 | 
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1637 in and for Chriſt, S. R. | | | 
RE eee Ce ee oe per en aL bt IEICE, O ; ; * } | 
73. 7 Mr. DAVID DICKSON. TWP 


| Reverend and well-belrved brother in the Lord. i 3101 a8 
Bleſs the Lord, who hath o wonderfully topped the on- going = 
of that lawleſs proceſs againſt you. The Lord reigneth, and = i 5 | 
hath a ſaving eye upon you, and your miniſtry; and therefore "$130 
fear not what man can do. I bleſs the Lord, that the Iriſh mi- 8: 
niſters find employment, and the profeſſors comfort of their mini- 9 I 
i 


| fſiry. Believe me I durſt not, as 1 am now diſpoſed, hold an ho- 
| Beſt brother out of the pulpit: I traſt, the Lord ſhall guard you, 

and hide you in the ſhadow of his hand: I am not pleaſed with 
| any that are againſt you in that. I ſee this, in proſperity mens "4 Wi 
- | conſcience will not ſtart at ſmall fins: but if ſome had been where - 1.8% ul 


it 

| have been, ſince I came from you, a little more would have cau- U 
| | fed their eyes water, and trouble their peace. O how ready are 1 
ve to incline to the world's hand! Our arguments, being well lh 4; 
t | examined, are often drawn from our ſkin; the whole ſkin, and | #300 
| 'a peaccable tabernacle, is a topic maxim, in greateſt requeſt i in 


e our logic. I find a little breirding of God's feed in this town, 
e for the which the Doctors have told me their mind, that they 
t cannot bear with it, and have examined and threatened the peo- 
e ple that haunt my company: I fear I get not leave to winter here; 
f| and whither I go 1 know not, I am ready at the Lord's call. I 1434 
y | would I could make acquaintance with Chriſt's croſs, for I find ee 
t | comforts lie to and follow upon the croſs. I ſuffer in my name — 1 

o| by chem; I take it as a part of the crucifying of the old man: Jp 
d] let them cut the threat of my credit, and do as they like beſt with 5 770 
1-| It; when the wind of their calumnies hath blown away my good [Rt 
's | name from me, in the way to heaven, I know Chriſt will take my 

-r | name out of the mire and wath it, and reſtore it to me again. [ 

ir | would have a mind (if the Lord would be pleaſed to give me it) 

7-| to be a fool for Chriſt's ſake. Sometimes, While I have Chriſt in 
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my arms, I fall aſleep in the ſweetneſs of his preſence, and he in 
my ſleep ſtealeth away our of my arms; and when I awake, 1 


miſs him, I am much comforted with my Lady Pitſligo, a good 


woman, and acquainted with God's ways. Grace be with yay, 
Aberdeen, Sept. 11. Yours in his feet Lord 
„ e Jeſus, 8 R. 
74. To the Right Honourable, my Lord LO W D ON. 


Right Honburable, | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip, I rejoice ex- 
ceedingly, that I hear your Lordſhip hath a good mind to 
Chriſt, and his now-born down truth, My very dear Lord, go 
on, in the ſtrength of the Lord, to carry your honour and word- 
ly glory to the New Jeruſalem, For this cauſe your Lordſhip re- 
ceived theſe of the Lord; this is a ſure way for the eſtabliſhment 


of your houſe, if ye be of theſe, who are willing in your place to 


build Zion's old waſte, places in Scotland. Your Lordſhip want- 
eth not God's and man's law both, now to come to the ſtreets 
for Chriſt: and ſuppoſe the baſlard laws of man were againſt 
you, it is an honeſt and zealous error, if here ye ſlip againſt a 


point or punctilio of ſtanding policy: when your foot flippeth 


in ſuch known gronnd, as is the royal prerogative of our high 
and moſt truly dread Sovereign (who hath many crowns on his 
head) and the liberties of his houſe, he will hold you up. Blef- 


fed {hall they be, who take Babel's little ones, and daſh their 
| heads againſt the ſtones: I wiſh your Lordſhip nave a ſhare of 


that bleſſing, with other worthy nobles in our land. It is true, 
it is now accounted wiſdom for men to be partners in pulling up 
the ſtakes, and looſing the cords of the tent of Chriſt : but I am 


_ perſuaded that that wiſdom is cried down in heaven, and ſhall 


never paſs for true wiſdom with the Lord, whoſe word cricth 
ſhame upon wit againſt Chriſt and truth: and accordingiy, it 
ſhall prove ſhame and confuſion of face in the end. Our Lord 
nath given your Lordſhip light of a better ſtamp, and learning 


_ alſo, wherein ye are not behind the diſputer and the ſcribe, O 


what a bleſſed thing is it, to ſee nobility, learning and ſanctifica- 


on all concur in one! For theſe ye owe yourſelf to Chriſt and 


his kingdom: God hath bewildered and bemiſted the wit and 
the learning of the ſcribes and diſputers of this time; they look 
aſquint to the Bible: this blinding and bemiſting world blindfold- 
eth mens light, that they are afraid to ſee ſtreight out before 
them; nay, their very light playeth the knave, or worſe ro truth, 


Your Lordſhip knoweth, within a little male policy againſt 


truth will bluſh, and the works of men ſhall burn ap, even their 


ſpiders- web, who {pin out many hundred elis and webs of indit- 
N „ | ferences 


Epiſt. 
fereact 
haye a 
qt a wi 
men o 
ind cl 
in all e 
1 head 
pave Tn 
truth, 
mons 

neſs? 

time ( 
for Je 
ere 1t 

old a: 
thread 
that t 
and th 
peſt he 
Hall m 
do wi 
the w.: 
111, 10 
to ha 
mile 
terror: 
ſuch a 
down 
ROW {| 
earth 
thoſe \ 
ing. 
at his 
with | 
ing w 
bring 
be cal 
follou 
wife, 
ſhall | 
ſhall | 
hold 
dream 
faint, 
multi 
fore t 


Epiſt. 74: LETTERS. 7 119 
freaces in the Lord's worſhip, more than ever Moſes who would 
haye an hoof material, and Daniel who would have a look out 
it a window, a matter of life and death, than ever (I ſay) theſe 
men of God dreame of, Alas, that men dare ſhape, carve, cut 
ind clip our King's princely teſtament, in length and breadth, and 
in all dimeſions, anſwerable to the conceptions of ſuch policy as 
: head of wit thinketh a ſafe and trim way of ſerving God! how 
hive men forgotten the Lord, that they dare go againſt even that 


truth, which once they preached themſelves, howbeit their ſer- 


mons now be as thin ſown as ſtraw-berries in a wood or wilder- 
neſs? Certainly the ſweeteſt and ſafeſt courſe is, for this ſhort 
time of the afternoon of this old and declining world, to ſtand 
for Jeſus: he hath ſaid it, and it is our part to believe it, that 


ere it be long, time ſhall be no more, and the heaven ſhall wax 


old as a garment: do we not fee it already an old, *holey and 
thread- bare garment ? Doth not cripple and lame nature tell us, 
that the Lord will fold up the old garment and lay it ſide: 

and that the heavens ſhall be folded together as a ſcroll, and is 
peſt houſe ſhall be burnt with fire, and that both pleniſhing andwalls 
fhall melt with fervent heat? for, at the Lord's coming, he will 
do with this earth, as men do with a leper-houſe ; he will burn 
the walls with fire, and che pleniſhing of the houle alſo, 2 Peter 
il. 19, 12. My very dear Lord, how {hall ye rejoice in that day, 
to have Chriſt, atgels, heaven, and your own conſcience to 


mile upon you I am perſuaded, one ſick night, through the 


terrors of the Almiphty, would make men (whoſe conſcience hath 
ſuch a wide throat, as an image like a cathedral church would go 
down it) have other thoughts of Chriſt and his worſhip, than 
now they pleaſe themſelves with. The ſcarcity of faith in the 
earth ſairh, We are hard upon the laſt nick of time: bleſſed are 
thoſe who keep their garments clean again che Bridegroom's com- 
ing. There ſhall be ſpotted clothes, and many d.fizd garments, 
at his laſt coming; and therefore, few found worthy to walk 
with him in white. I am perſuaded, my Lord, this poor travail- 
ing woman, our pained church, is with child of victory and ſhall 
bring forth a man-child ail lovely and glorious, that ſhall 
be caught up to God and his throne, howbeit the dragon (in his 


followers) be attending the child-birth pain, as the Egy ptian mid- 


wife, to receive the birth and range it, fa. xxix. 8. But they 


ſhall be diſappointed who thirſt for the deſtruction of Zion; they 


ſhall! be as when a hungry man dreameth that he eateth; but be- 


hold he awaketh, and his ſoul is empty: or when a thirſty man 


dreameth that he drinketh; but behold he 1 7 4 and is 
faint, and his ſoul is not ſatisfied: ſo ſhall it be, I ſay, with the 
multitude of all the nations that fight againſt Mount Zion. There- 


fore the weak and feeble, cheſe that are as figns and wonders in 
ras! F 
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Iſrael, have choſen the beſt ſide, even the fide that victory is up. 


on; and 1 think this is no evil policy. Verily, for myſelf, [ 


am fo well pleaſed with Chriſt, and his noble and honeſt born 
croſs, this croſs that is come of Chriſt's houſe, and is of kin to 


himſelf, that I ſhould weep, if it ſhould come to niffering and 


bartering of lots and condition with thoſe that are at eaſe in Zion; 


J hold ſtill my choice, and bleſs myſelf in it. I ſee, and I believe, 
there is ſalvation in this way, that is every where ſpoken againſt. 
hope to goto eternity, and to venture on the laſt evil to the faints, 
even upon death, fully perſuaded that this only, even this, is the 
:aving way for racked conſciences, and for weary and loaden ſin- 
ners, to find caſe and peace for evei more into. And indeed it is 
not for any wordly reſpect that I ſpeak ſo of it; the weather is 
not ſo hot, that I have great caule to ſtartle in my priſon, or to 
boaſt of that entertainment that my good friends, the prelates, 
intend for me, whch is baniſhment, if they ſhall obtain their de- 


fire, and effectuate what they deſign; but let it come, I rue not 
that I made Chriſt my wail and my choice: I think him ay the 


!onger the better. My Lord, it ſhall be good ſervice to God, to 


hold your noble friend and chief upon a good courſe for the truth 


of Chriſt, Now the very God of peace eſtabliſh your Lordihip 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto the end. 
Aberdeen, Sept. 10. Far Lordſhip s in his feet 
1025. Lord Feſus, S. R. 
. tCaoodDoboo cp ooooooat ood ix go__ 
75. To the Laird of GAITGIRTH. 
Much honoured Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I can do no more but 
thank you in paper, and remember you to him whom! 


ſerve, for kindneſs and care of a priſoner. I bleſs the Lord, the 


cauſe I ſuffer for needeth not to bluſh before kings: Cirift's 
white, honeſt, and fair truth, needeth neither to wax pale for fear, 
nor bluſh for ſhame. I ble's the Lord, who hath graced you ro 
own Chriſt now, when to many are afraid to proteſs him, and 
hide him, for fear they ſafter loſs by avouching him, Alas! that 
ſo many in theſe days are carried with the times ! as if their con- 


ſcience rolled upon oiled wheels, fo do they go any way the wind 


blows : and becauſe Chriſt i is not market- ſweet. men put him a- 


way from them. Worthy and much honoured Sir, go on to 


own Chriſt and his oppreſſed truth : the end of ſvfcrings for the 
goſpel, is reſt and gladneſs. Light and joy is ſowa for the mourn- 
ers in Zion, and the harveſt (which is of God's making for time 


and manner) is near; croſles have right and claim to Chriſt in 


his members, till legs and arms, and whole myſtical Chritt be 1n 
heaven, There will be rain, and hail, and ſtorm, in the ſaints 
clouds, ever till God cleanſe with fire the works of creation, 12 

| | till 
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till he burn the botch-houſe of heaven and earth, that mens fin 

hath ſubjected unto vanity. They are bleſſed who ſuffer and ſin 
not, for ſuffering is the badge that Chriſt hath put vpon his fol- 
lowers: take what way we can to heaven, the way is hedged up 


with croſſes, there is no way but to break through them; wit 
and wiles, ſhift and laws, will not find out a way about the croſs 


of Chriſt, but we muſt through: one thing by experience my 


Lord bath taught me, that the waters betwixe this and heaven 


may all be ridden, if we be well hors'd, I mean, if we be in Chriſt; 


and not one hall drown by the way, but ſuch as love their own _ 
deſtruction. Oh, if we could wait on for a time, and believe in the 
dark the filvation of od! At leaſt we are to beiteve good of 


Chriſt, till he give us the flip, (which is impoſſible) and to take 


his word for caution, that he hall fill up all the blanks in his : 


promiſes, and give us what we want: but to the unbeliever, 


Chriſt's teſtament is white, blank, unwritten paper, Worthy 


and dear Sir, ſet your face to heaven, and make you to ſtoop at 


all the low entries in the way; that ye may receive the kingdom 


as a child: without this, he that knew the way laid, there is no 
entry in. O but Chriſt be willing to lead a poor ſinner! O what 
love my poor ſoul hath found in him, in the houſe of my pilgri- 
mage! Suppoſe love in heaven and earth were loft, 1 dare ſwear, 


it may be found in Chriſt. Now the very God of peace cftabliſh 


you, till the day of the glorious appearance of Chriſt, 
Aberd =_ 7 Yours in bis ſweet Lord 


637. | Jeſut, S. R. 


DEED JJ... ³ĩV³ 8 
76. To the Lady G AIT GIT H. 
Much honoured and Chrifiian Lady. 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear how 1 it 


goeth with you and your children: Iexhort you, not to 
boſe breath, ner to faint in your journey: the way is not lo long 


to your home, as it was; it wiil wear to one ſtep or an inch at 


kngth, and ye ſhall come ere long to be within your arm-lengrh 
of the glorious crown. Your Lord Jeſus did ſweat and pant, ere 
he got up that mount; he was at, Father, fave me, with it; 
it was he who, Plal. xxii. 14. {aid l am Poured out like water: 
all my bones are out of joint, (Chriſt was as if they had broken 
him upon the wheel) my heart is like wax, it is melted in the 
midſt of my bowels. ver. 15. My ſtrength is dried up like a pot. 
ſhird. I am ſure, ye love the way the better, his holy feet 
trod it before you. Croſſes have a ſmell of crofled and pained 


Chriſt. I believe your Lord will not leave you to die your alone 
in the way. I know ye have ſad hours, when the Comforter is 


hid under a vail, and when ye enquire for him, and find but a toom 
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122 Mr. RUTHERTOOR D. 
neſt ; this, 1 grant, is but a cold good day, when the ſeeker miſſeth 


Aberdeen, Sept. 7. 
| | + © OO JEN. = Fejus, 8. R. 


incomes and caſualties chat follow him are many, and it is not a lit- 
1 5 | | tle 


him whom the ſoul loveth : but even his unkindneſs is kind, his 
abſence lovely, his maſk a ſweet ſight, till God fend Chriſt him- 
ſelf in his own ſweet preſence : make his ſweet comforts your 
own, and be not ſtrange and ſhame-faced with Chriſt ; homely 
dealing is beſt for him, it is his 1-king. When your winter-ſtorms 
are over, the ſummer of your Lord ſhall come: your fad- 
neſs is with child of joy, he will do you good in the latter-end. 
Take no heavier lift of your children than your Lord alloweth; 


give them room beſide your heart, but not in the yolk of your 


heart, where Chriſt ſhould be; for then they are your idols, not 
your bairns : if your Lord take any of them home to his houſe, 
be fore the ſtorm come on, take it well; the owner of the orch- 


ard may take down two or three apples off his own trees, before 


mid-ſummer, and ere they get the harveſt ſun; and it would not 
be ſeemly that his ſervant, the gardener, ſhould chide him for it: 


let our Lord pluck his own fruit at any ſeaſon he pleaſeth; they 


are not loſt to you, they are laid up fo well, as that they are cof- 
fered in heaven, where our Lord's beſt jewels ly : they are all 


free goods that are there, death can have no law to arreſt any thing 


that is within the walls of new Jeruſalem. All the faints, be- 
cauſe of in, are like old ruſty horologies, that muſt be taken down, 
and the wheels ſcoured and mended, and ſet up again, in bet- 
ter caſe than before; fin hath ruſted both ſoul and body : our 
dear Lord, by death, taketh us down to ſcour the wheels of both, 
and io purge us perfectiy from the root and remaiader of fin ; and 


we hall be ſet up in better caſe than before. Then pluck up 


your heart, heaven is yours, and that is a word few can ſay, 
Now, the great Shepherd of the ſheep, and the very God of-peace, 
confirm and eſtabliſh you, to the day of the appearanee of Chriſt 
our Lord. | e 5 

Tours in his fweet Lord 


77. To his reverend and very dear brother, Mr. GEORGE 
GIELESPIE. 


My very dear brother, 


I QKecccived yours. I am ſtill with the Lord; his croſs hath 


4 done that which I thought impoſſible once: Chriſt keep«th 


tryſt in che fire and water with his own, and cometh ere our 
breath goeth out, andere our blood grow cold. Bleſſed are they, 
whole feet eſcape the great golden net that is now ſpread: it is 


happineſs to take the crabbed, rough, and poor ſide of Chrit''s 
world, which is a leaſe of croſſes and loſſes for him: for Chriſt's 
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tle one, that a good conſcience may be had in following him. This 
is true again, and moſt to be laboured for, and loved. Many give 
Chriſt for a ſhadow, becauſe Chriſt was rather beſide their con- 
ſcience, in a dead and reprobate light, than in their conſcence. 
Let us therefore be blaſted with grace, that we be not blown o- 


ver, and that we ſtagger not. Yet a little while, and Chriſt and 


his redemed ones ſhall fill the field, and come out victorious ; 
Chriſt's glory of triumphing in Scotland is yet in the bud, and in 
the birth, but the birth cannot prove an abortive. He ſhall not 


faint nor be diſcouraged, till he hath brought forth judgment unto 


victory. Let us (till mind our covenant. And the very God of 
peace be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 9. 1637. Dur brother in Chriſt, S. R. 


78. 70 Mr. MATTHEW MOWAT. 
Reverend and dear brother, | . . 
Am refreſhed with your letters. I would take all well at 
. my Lord's hands that he had done, it 1 knew I could do my 
Lord any ſervice in my ſuffering ; ſuppoſe my Lord would make 


a ſtop-hole of me, to fill a hole in the wall of his houſe, or a, 


pinning in Zion's new work: for any place of truſt in my Lord's 
houſe, as ſteward, or chamberlain, or the like, ſurely I think 
myſelf (my very dear brother, I ſpeak not by any proud figure or 
trope) unworthy of it; nay, Iam not worthy to ſtand behind the 


door; if my head, and feet, and body were halt out, half 
in, in Chriſt's houſe, fo I ſaw the fair face of the Lord of 


the houſe, it would ſtill my griening and love - ſick deſires, When 
[ hear that the men of God are at work, and ſpeaking in our 
Lord Jeſus his name, I think myſelf but ag out- caſt or out- law, 


chaſed from the city, to ly on the hills, and live amongſt the 


rocks and out-fields. O that I might but ſtand in Chriſt's out- 
houſe, or hold a candle in any low vault of his houſe! But I know 
this is but the vapours that ariſe out of a quarrelious andjunbeliev - 


ing heart to darken the wiſdom of God. And your fault is juſt 


mine, that I cannot believe my Lord's bare and naked word. I 
muſt either have an apple to play me with, and ſhake hands with 


Chriſt, and have ſeal, caution, and witneſs to his word, or elſe _ 
I count myſelf looſe; howbeit, I have the word and faith of a 


King. Oh, I am made of unbelief, and cannot ſwim but where 
my feet may touch the ground! Alas, Chriſt under my tempia- 


tions is preſented to me as lying waters, as a dyvour and a couſen- 


er! We can make ſuch a Chriſt, as temptations (caſting us in 
a night dream) do feign and deviſe, (and temptations repreſent 


Chriſt ever unlike himſelf) and we in our folly liſten to the tempt- 

er. If I could miniſter one ſaving word to any, how glad would 

my foul be! But 1 myſelf (which is my greateſt cvil) often mi- 
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flake the croſs of Chriſt : for I know if we had wit, and knew 
well that caſe ſlayeth us fools, we would defire a market where 


we might barter or niffer our lazy eaſe with a profitable croſs; | 
howbeit there be arr outcaſt natural betwixt our deſires and mribu- | 
ation: but ſome give a dear price and gold for phyfic, which 


they love not; and buy ſickneſs, howbeit they wifh rather to have 


been whole than to be ſick. But ſurely, brother, ye {hall not | 
have my advice (howbeit, alas! I cannot follow it myſelf) to con- 


tend with the honeſt and faithful Lord of the houſe; for, go he 


or come he, he.is ay gracious in his departure: there are grace, 


and mercy, and loving kindneſs upon Chriſt's back parts: and 
when he goeth away the proportion of his face, the image of that 
fair Son that ſtayeth in bis eyes, ſenſes and heart, after he is gone 


]-aveth a mals of love behind it in the heart. The ſound of his | 


knock at the door of his beloved after he is gone and paſt, leaveth 
a ſhare of joy and ſorrow both: ſo we huve ſomething to feed 


upon till he return; and he is more loved in his departure, and 


after he is gone, than before: as the day in the declining of ihe 


ſun, and towards the evening, is often moſt deſired And as for 


Chriſt's croſs I never received evil of it. but what was mine own 


gr when I miſcooked Chriſt's phyſic, no marvel that it hurt 


for ſince it was on Chriſt's back it hath always a ſweet ſmell, 
as theſe 1600 years it kecpeth the ſmell of Chriſt : nay, it is el- 


der than that too, for it is a long time ſince Abc! firſt hanſelled 
the crols, and had it laid upon his ſponder; and down from him, 
on alongſt to this very day, all the faints have known what it is. 


m plad that Chriſt hath ſuch a relation to this croſs, and that it 
18 * the croſs of our Lord Jeſus, Gal, vi. 14. his reproach, 
Heb. xii. 13. as if Chriſt would claim it as his proper goods, and 


ſo it cometh in the reckoning among Chriſt's own property: if it | 


were fimple evil, as fin is, Chriſt, who is not the author nor own- 


er of lin, would not own it, I wonder at the enemies of Chi iſt 
(in whom malice hath run away with wit, and will is up, and wit 


down) that they would eſſay to lift up the ſtone laid in Zion; 
ſurely it is not laid in ſuch ſinking ground as that they can raile 


it. or remove it; for when we are in their belly, and they have 


ſwallowed us down, they will be ſick, and ſpue us out again. I 


know Zion and her husband cannot both ſleep at once: I believe | 
our Lord once again ſhall water with his dew the withered hill of 


mount Zion in Scotland, and come down, and make a new mar- 


riage again, as he did Jong ſince. Remember our covenant. Your 


excuſe for your advice to me is needleſs: alas, many fit beſide light, 


as ſick folks beſide meat, and cannot make uſe of it. Grace be 


with vou, 
Aird. . Sept, 7. 1673 


Dur brother in Chriſt, 8. R. 


Epiſt 


pit. 5 ö EFT 125 


79. To Mr. JOHN MEINE. 

Dear brother, or. 
Received your letter. I cannot but teſtify under mine own 
hand, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the better, and that this 
time is the time of loves. When J have ſaid all I can, others may 


begin and ſay I have ſaid nothing of him; I never knew Chriſt to 


ebb or flow, wax or wane : his winds turn not; when he ſeem- 
eth to change it is but we who turn our wrong fide to him, 1 
never had a plea with him, in my hardeſt conflicts, but of mine 
own making. Oh that I could live in peace and good neighbour- 
hood with ſuch a ſecond, and let him alone! My unbelief made 
many black lies, but my recantation to Chriſt is not worth the 
hearing. Surely he hath born with ſtrange gades in me: he 
knoweth my heart hath not natural wit to keep quarters with 
ſuch a Saviour. Ye do well to fear your backſliding. I had 
ſtood ſure, if I had in my youth borrowed Chriſt to be my bot- 
tom : but he that beareth his own weight to heaven, ſhall nor fail 


to ſlip and fink. Ye had no need to be barefooted among the 


thorns of this apoſtate generation, leſt a ſtob Nick up in your foot, 
and cauſe you to hait all your days. And think not, Chriſt will 
do with you in the matter of - ſuffering, as the pope doth in the 


matter of fin; ye ſhall not find that Chriſt wil} {ell a diſpenſation _ 


or give a dyvour's protection againſt crofles ; croſſes are proclaim- 
ed as common accidents to all the ſaints, and in them {tandeth a 
part of our communion with Chriſt : but there lieth a {weet caſu- 


alty to the croſs, even Chriſt's preſence and his comforts, when 


they are ſanctified, Remember my love to your father and mo- 


ther. Grace be with you, 


Aberdeen, Sept. 7. | Yours in his ſweet Lord 
en BOIL Res Ius, S. R. 


80. To JOHN FLEEMING Baillie & Leith. 
Much honnured in the Lord. TRE 
| Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am ſtill in good terms 
with Chriſt : however my Lord's wind blow, | have the 


advantage of the calm and ſunny- ſide of Chriſt. Devils, and hell, 


and devils ſervants, are all blown blind, in purſuing the Lord's 
little bride: they {hall be as a night-dream, who fight againſt mount 


Zion. Worthy Sir, I hope ye take to heart the worth of your 


calling: this great fair and meeting of the people will ſcail. and 
the port is open for us: as faſt as time weareth out, we flee a- 
way: eternity is at our elbow. O how bleſſed are they, who, in 
time make Chriſt ſure for themſelves ! Salvation is a great errand, 
I find it hard to fetch heaven. Oh that we could take pains of 

| . 8 our 
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our lamps, for the Bridegroom's coming: the other ſide of this 
World will be turned up incontinent. and up ſhall down; and 
© theſe that are weeping in ſackcloth ſhall triumph on white hor- 
ſes, with whoſe name is, The word of God. Theſe dying idols, 
the fair creatures that we whoriſhly love better than our Creator, 
will paſs away like ſnow water. The God-head, the God-head, 
a communion with God in Chriſt, to be halvers with Chriſt of 
the purchaſed houſe and inheritance in heaven, ſhould be your 
ſcope and aim. For myſelf, when I lay my counts, O what tel- 
ling, O what weighing is in Chriſt ! O how ſoft are his kiſſes ! 
O love, love ſurpaſſing in Jeius ! I have no fault to that love, but 
that it ſeemeth to deal niggardly with me; I have little of it. O 
that I had Chriſt's ſeen and read band, ſubſcribed by himſelf, for 
my fill of it! What garland have I, or what crown, if I looked 
right on things, but Jeſus ? Oh there is no room in us on this ſide 
of the water for that love! This narrow bit of earth, and theſe 
ebb and narrow ſouls can hold little of it, becauſe we are full of 
'riits, I would glory, glory would enlarge us (as it vi) and 
make us tight, and cloſe up our ſeams and rifts, tha u might 
be able to comprehend it, which yet is incompreheniible. Re- 
member my love to your wite. Grace be with vou, | 
Aberdeen Sept. 7. Yours in bus ſweet Lord 
| 1637. 8 Z „ Mae, 8. © 
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81. To ALEXANDER GORDON of Earleſtoun. 


Much houcured Sir. 

Owbeit I would have been glad to have ſeen you; yet, ſee- 

ing our Lord hath been pleaſed to break the ſnare of your ad- 
verfaries, I heartily bleſs our Lord on your behalf. Our croſſes 
for Chriſt are not made of iron, they are ſofter and of more gen- 
tle metal: 
tier cf all fools: as for me, I but breathe out what my Lord 
breatheth in. The ſcum and froth of my letters I father upon my 
unbclieving heart, I know your Lord hath ſomething to do with 
you, becauſe Satan and malice have ſhot fore at you; but your 
bow abideth in its ſtrength. Ye {hall not, by my advice, be 2 


balver with Chriſt, to divide the glory of your deliverance betwint 


yourſelf and him, or any other ſecond mean whatſoever. Let 
Chriſt (as it ſetteth him well) have all the glory and triumph his 
alone. The Lord let himſelf on high in you. I ſee Chritt can 


borrow a croſs for ſome hours, and ſet his ſervants beſides it, ra- 
ther than under it, and win the plea too, yea, and make glory af 
himſe'f, and ſhame to bi enemics, and comfort to his child! 
but of it: but whether Chriſt buy or borrow croſſes, he is K. — 
ef croſſes, and King of devils, and eg Over r bell, and King 2 
malice, 


it is eaſy for God to make a fool of the devil, the fa- 
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malice. When he was in the grave, he came ont, and brought 


the keys with him; he is Lord Jaylor: nay, what ſay I? he is 


Captain of the caſtle, and he hath the keys of death and hell: and 
what are our troubles but little deaths: and he who commandeth 
the great caſtle commandeth the little alſo, 2. I ſee a hardened 
face and two ſkins upon our brows, againſt the winter-hail and 
ftormy wind, is meeteſt for a poor traveller in a winter-jonrney to 
heaven. O what art is it to learn to endure hardneſs, and to learn 
10 go bare-footed either through the devil's fiery coals, or his fro- 
zen waters! 3. I am perſuaded a ſea- venture with Chriſt maketh 
great riches: is not our King ſeſus his ſhip coming home, and 
mall not we get part of the gold? Alas, we fools miſcount our 


gain when we ſeem loſers. Believe me, I have no challenges a- 


gainſt this well born croſs; for it is come of Chriſt's houſe, and 
is honoarabie, and his propine; to you it is given to ſuffer; O 
what fools are we, to undervalue his gifts, and to lightly that 
which is true honour ! for if we could be faithful, our tacklin 


hall not looſe, nor our maſt break, nor ou ſails blow into the 
ſea, The baſtard croſſes, the kinleſs and baſe-born croſſes of 
worldlings for evil dolug, muſt be heavy and grievous; but our 


afflictions are light and momentary. 4. I think myſelf happy, 


that I have loſt credit with Chriſt, and that in this bargain I am 
Chriſt's ſworn dyvour, ti whom he wiil lippen nothing, no vor. 


< 


one pin in the work of my ſalv tion: let me ſtand in black an 


white in the dyvour book be ore Chriit, Lam happy that my ſal- 


vation is concredited to Chriſt's mediation : Chriſt oweth no faith 
to me, to lippen any thing to me; but O what faith and credit I 
owe to him! Let my name fall, and let Chriſt's name ſtand in ho- 
nour with men and angels. Alas! I hive no room to ſpread out 
my affection before God's people; and I ſee not how I can ſhout 
out and cry out the lovelinefs, the high honour, and the glory of 
my faireſt Lord Jeſus. Oh that he would let me have a bed to 
ly in, to be delivered of my birth, that I might paint him out in 
his beauty to men, as I do. 5. I wondered once at providence, 
and called whice providence black and unjuſt, that 1 ſhould be 


ſmothered in a town where no foul will take Chriſt off y hand; 


but providence hath another luſtre with Cod than with my bicar— 
ed eyes. I proclaim myſclf a blind body, who know not black 
and white, in the uncouth courſe of God's providence. Suppoſe 
Chriſt would ſet hell where heaven is, and devils up in glory be- 
ſide the elect angels, (which yet cannot be) would I had a heart 
to acquieſce in his way, without further diſpute. I ſee, infinite 
wiſdom is the mother of his judgments, and his ways paſt finding 


out. 6, I cannet learn; but I deſire to learn to bring my 


thoughts, will, and luſts, in under Chriſt's feet, chat he may 
Kos Of _ trample 
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trample upon them : but alas, I am ſtill upon Chriſt's ICU. 

ſide! ! Grace bo with you, 

e Sept. 12. | Yours in his ſweet J. d 
1637. e at. 8. R. 


| ODD CeO; Sec xe. — DCE CD ] h, 


82. 70 ROBERT LENNOX / Diſdove, 


Worthy and dear brother, 
Forgot you not in my bonds: I know ye are looking to Chriſt ; 
and I beſeech you, follow your look. I ean ſay more of Chriſt 
now by experience (though he be infinitely above and beyond all 
that can be ſaid of him) than when I ſaw you. I am drowned 
over head and ears in his love. Sell, fell, fell all things for Chriſt, 
If this whole world were the balk of a ballance, it ſhould not be 


able to bear the weight of Chriſt's love; men and angels have ſhort 
arms to fathom it; ſet your feet upon this piece blue and baſe clay 
of an over-gilded and fair plaiſtered world; an hour's kiſſing of 


Chriſt is worth a world of worlds. Sir, make ſure work of your 
ſalvation: build not upon ſand; lay the foundation upon the rock 
in Zion; ſtrive to be dead to this world, and to your wills and 
luſts; let Chriſt have a commanding power and a king's throne 
in you ; walk with Chriſt, howbeit the world ſhould take the hide 


off your face: I promiſe you Chriſt will win the field. Your pa- 


{tors cauſe you to err; except you ſee Chriſt's word, go not one 


foot with them; countenance not the reading of that Rome ſervice- 


book ; keep your garments clean, as ye would walk with the Lamb 
cloathed in white. The wrongs I ſuffer are recorded in heaven; our 


great Maſter and Judge will be upon us all, and bring us before 
the ſun in our blacks and whites : bleſſed are they who watch and 
keep themſelves in God's love. Learn to diſcern the Bridegroom's 


tongue, and to give yourſelt to prayer and reading. Ye was often 


a hearer of me: I would pur my heart's blood upon the doctrine! 


taught, as the only way to ſalvation; go not from it, my dear 
brother. What I write to yourſelf, J write to your wife alſo. 
Mind heaven and Chriſt, and keep the ſpunk of the love of Chriſt 
you have gotten : Chriſt ſhall blow on it if ye entertain it, and 


your end ſhall be peace. There is a fire in our Zion, but our 
Lord is but ſeeking a new bride refined and e out of the 


furnace; I aſſure you, howbeit we be nick-nanied Puritans, all 


the powers of the world ſhall not prevail agzinſt us; remember, 
though a ſinful man write it to you, theſe people th ali be in Scot- 


land as a green olive- tree, and a field bleſſed of the Lord; and it 
ſhall be proclaimed, Up, up with Chriſt, and down, down with 
all contrary powers. Sir, Pray for me, (I name you to the Lord) 
for further evil is determined 2gainſt me, Remember my love to 
Chriſtian Murray, and her daughter; l deſire her, in the edge of 

er 
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ber evening, to wait a little, the King is coming, and he Katt, 
ſomething, that ſhe never ſaw, with him: heaven is no dream: 
come and fee will teach her beſt. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberdoen, Sept. 13. Tours in his feet Lord 
1637. | Jeſus, 8. 1 


eee AUR . τν 


83. 7 MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Deareſt in our Lord Jeſus, Fe 

6 it your honour, that Chriſt hath begun at you, to fin- 

your firſt, Fear not, faith the Amen, the true and faith- 
ful witneſs: I write to you, As my Maſter livcth, upon the 
word of my royal King, continue in prayer and in watching, and 
your glorious deliverance is coming: Chriſt is not far off; 
fig, a ſtraw for all the bits of clay that are riſen againſt us. 10 © 
mall threſh the mountains, and tan them like chaff, fa. xli. 
ye ſlack your hands at your meetings, and your watchioa + to 
prayer, then it would ſeem our Rock hath ſold us; but be 1 
gent, and be not diſcouraged, I charge you in Chrilt, rejoice, 
give thanks, believe, be ſtrong in the Lord: that burning but 
in Galloway and Kirkcudbright (hall not be burnt to aſhes ; for 
the Lord is in the buſh. Be not diſcouraged, that baniſhment i- 
to be procured, by the king's warrant to the council, againſt me; 
the earth is my Lord's; 1 am filled with his ſweet love and run- 
ning over: I rejoice to hear you are in your journey: ſuch 
news as I hear, of all your faith and love, rejoice my ſad heart. 
Pray for me, for they ſeek my hurt; but I give myſelf 10 pray. 


er. The bleſſing of my Lord, and a priſoner of Chriſt's bleſſing, 


be with you. 0 choſen and greatly beloved woman, faint not : 
iy, ty, if ye faint now, ye looſe a good cauſe: double your meet- 
ings: ceafe not for Zion's ſake, and hold not your peace, till he 


make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 


Aberdeen, 1637. Yours in Chriſt Tefus his Lord, 8 R. 
eden Re Eee Eee ee Eee e. Nene de ES T2 
04. 70 THOMAS CORBET. | 
Dear friend, 


Forget you not: _ mall be my joy, that ye follow after 


Chriſt till ye find him: my conſcience is a feaſt of joy to me, 
that I ſought in ſingleneſs of heart, for Chiiſt's love, to put you 
upon the King's high- way to our Bridegroom, and our Father's 
houſe: thrice bleſſed are ye, my dear brother, if ye hold the way, 
| believe, ye and Chriſt once met, I hope ye will not ſunder with 
him : follow the counſel of the man of God, Mr. William Datl- 
glicth, If ye depart from what I taught you in a hair breadth, 
tor fear or favour of men, or deſire of eaſe in this world, I tak- 
heaycu and earth to wed, that ill ſhall come upon You ew. 

03; 


— 


£37 4 8 : — » 
OR TL nd de 
e 0 


130 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's: Epiſt. 85, 
Build not your neſt here: this world is an hard ill made bed, no 
reſt in it for your ſoul; awake, awake, and make haſte to ſeek 
that pearl, Chriſt, that this world ſeeth not. Your night, and your 

maſter Cbriſt will be upon you within a clap; your hand- 
breadth ot time will not bide you; take Chriſt, howbeit a ſtorm 
follow him; howbeit this day be not yours and Chriſt's, the mor- 
row will be yours and his. I would not exchange the joy of my 
bonds and impriſonment for Chriſt, with all the joy of this dirty 
and foul-ſkinned world. I have a love-bed with Chriſt, and am 
filled with his love. I deſire your wife to do what I write to you: 
tet her remember how dear Chriſt would be to her, when her 
breath turneth cold, and the eye-ſtcings ſhall break. O how joy- 
ful ſhonld my ſoul be, to know that I had brought on a marraige 
betwixt Chriſt and that people, few or many; if it be not fo, 1 
will be wo to be a witneſs againſt them. Uſe prayer; love not 
the world; be humble, and efteem little of yourſelf ; love your 
enemies, and pray for them; make conſcience of ſpeaking truth, 
when none knoweth but God. I never eat, but I pray for you all. 
Pray for me: ye and I ſhall fee one another up in our Father's 
houſe, I rejoice to hear that your eye is upon Chriſt, Follow 
= hang on, and quit him not. The Lord Jeſus be with your 
_ fpirit. | | 


Aberd. 1637. Mur affetionate brother in our 
5 Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
77... DN ND DOPE OI DID 


85s. 70 ALEXANDER GORDON of Farſftoun. 
Much nencured Sir, N 5 | | 


Race, mercy and peace be to you, I received your letter, 


which refreſhed me: except from your fon and my bro- 
ther, I have ſeen few letters from my acquaintance in that coun- 
try, which maketh me heavy : but I have the company of a Lord, 
who can teach us to be all kind, and hath the right gait of it: 
for though, for the preicnt, I have ſeen ups and downs every 
day, vet I am abundantly comforted and feaſted with my King 
and Well-beloved daily: it pleafetb him to come and dine with 
a ſad priſoner, and a folitary ſtranger : his ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell; 
yet my ſweet hath fome ſonr mixed with it, wherein I muſt acqui- 
eſce; for there is no reaſon that his comforts be too cheap, ſceing 
they are delicates; why ſhould he not make them fo to his own ? 
But ] verily think now, Chriſt hath led me up to a nick in Chriſti- 
anity that T was never at before; I think all before was but child- 
hood and bairns-play. Since I-departed from you, I have been 
ſcalded, while the ſmoke of hell's fire went in at my throat, aid 
would have bought peace with a thouſand years torment in hell: 
and I have been np alſo, after theſe decp down- caſtiags and ſor- 
rows, before the Lamb's white throne, in my Father's W 


JJ LE WTERS.- 171 
ne great King's dining-ha!l ; and Chriſt 4id caſt a covering of 
, on me; he hath catien in a coz! in my foul, and it is ſmok 
ing among the ſtraw, and keeping the hearth warm: 1 loo 
.ck to what I was before, and [ laugh to ſee the ſand- Boule | 
ir when I was a child. At firſt, the remembrance of them 
'y fair feaſt days with my Lord Jeſus in public, which are nov 
3nged into ſilent ſabbaths, raiſed a great tempeſt, and (if I may 


ſp peak {o) made the devil ado in my ſoul: the devil came in, ane 


2u!d prompt me to make a plea with Chriſt, and to lay the blame: 
on u him, as a hard maſter: but now the miſts are blown away, 
and I am not only filenced as to all quarrelling, but fully ſatisfied 
Now, I wonder that any man living can laugh on the world. c. 
give it a hearty good- day. The Lord Jeſus hath handled me (©, 


that, as I am now diſpoſed, I think never to be in this world's - 


com mon again for a night's lodging: Chriſt beareth me go 

company; he hath caſed me, when I ſaw it not, lifting the cro!< 
off my ſhoulders, ſo that I think it to be but a feather, becauſe 
underneath are everlaſting arms. God forbid it come to barter- 

ing or niffering of croſſes; for I think my croſs ſo ſweet, that 
know not where J would pet the like of it. Chriſt's honey- comb 
drop ſo abundantly, that they ſweeten my gall. Nothing breal-- 

eth my heart, but that I cannot get the daughters of Jeruſalem, 0 
tell them of my Bridegroam's glory: I charge you in the name 
Chriſt, that ye tell all ye come to of it; and yet it is above tci- 


ling and underſtanding. Oh, if all the kingdom were as I as, 


except my bonds! they know not the love kiſſes that my on! 
Lord Jeſus waſteth on a dawted priſoner. On my en, 
this is the only way to the new city. I know Chriſt hath 1 
dumb ſeals; would he put his privy-ſeal upon blank paper? h- 


hath ſcaled my ſufferings with comforts. I write this to confirm 
you. I write now, What I have ſeen, as well as heard. Now 


and then my filence burneth Bp my ſpirit; but Chriſt hath faic, 


Thy ſtipend is running up with intereſt in heaven, as if thou 


wert preaching; and this from a King's mouth rejoiceth my hear 
at other times, I am ſad, dwelling in Kedat's tents: there a: 
none (that yet I know of) but two perſons in this town that! 
dare give my word for: and the Lord hath removed my brethre 
and my acquaintance far from me; and it may be, I be forgo 


ten in the place, where the Lord made me the inſtrument to d. 
ſome good. But I ſee this is vanity in me: let him mike of mc 
what he pleaſeth, if he make falvation out of it to me; I an 


tempted and troubled, that all the fourteen prelates ſhould have 
been armed of God againſt me only, while the reſt of my bre. 
thren are ſtil] preaching: but 1 dare not ſay one word but this 
It is good, Lord Jeſus, becauſe thou haſt done it. Wois me for 
the virgin daughter! wo is me for the deſolation of the virg. 
R 2 * daught 
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daughter of Scotland! O if my eyes were a fountain of te 


weep day and night for that poor widow kirk, that poor m1" 


able harlot! Alas that my Father hath put to the door my p 


harlet mother! Oh for that cloud of black wrath, and fury tt. 


indignation of the Lord, that is hanging over the land. Sir, . 


to me, I beſeech you: I pray you alſo, be kind to my 
brother. 


Remember my love to your wife; and the prayer a 

bleſfing of the priſoner of Chriſt be on you. Frequent your 
ings for prayer and communion with God, they would be ſweet 
meetings to me- | 
Aberdzen, Feb. 16. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſiis, 
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85. 7 ROBERT GORDON of Xiockbrex. 
My dear brother, | 

Race, 


his whole providence was not yea and nay to my yea and nay, and 


becauſe ] believed Chriſt's outward look better than his faithful 
promile: yet he hath in patience waited on, while I be come to 
myſelf, and hath not taken advantage of my weak apprehenſions 
of his goodneſs, great and holy is his came! he looketh to what 


I deſire to be, and not to what Tam. One thing have learned, 
if Thad been in Chriſt, by way of adheſion only, as many branch- 


es arc, I ſhould have been burnt to aſhes, and this world ſhould 


have ſeen a ſuffering miniſter of Chriſt turned (of ſomething once 
in ſhew) into unſavoury falt. But my Lord Jeſus had a good 


eye, that the tempter ſhould not play foul play, and blow out 


Chriſt's candle. He took no thought of my ſtomach, and 
fretting and grudging humour, but of his on grace; when he 
burnt the houſe, he ſaved his own goods. And I believe, the 


devil, and the perſecuting world, ſhall reap no fruit of me, but 
burnt aſhes: for he will ſee to his own gold, and fave that from 
_ being conſumed with the fire.” 
hammer, to the furnace of my Lord Jeſus! who hath now let me 

ſce how good the wheat of Chriſt is, that goeth through his mill 


O what owe ] to the file, to the 


and his oven, to be made bread for his own table. Grace tried 
is better than' grace, and it is more than grace, it is glory in its in- 
fancy. I now ſee, godlineſs is more than the outſide and this 


world's paſſements and their buſkings: who knoweth the truth 
of prace without a trial? O how little getteth Chriſt of us, but 
that which he winncth (to fpeak fo) with much toil and pains! 
And how ſoon would faith freeze without a croſs? How _ 
1 „ dum 


*, 


8. R. 


ercy and peace be multiplied upon you: I am al. 

moſt wearying, yea wondering, that ye write not to me: 
though I know it is not forgetfulneſs. As for myſelt, I am e- 
very way well, all glory to God. I was before at a plea with 
Chriſt, but it was bought by me, and unlawful; becauſe 
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80 crop for him, by whom it is ſo painfully dreſſed; and that this 
fallow- ground were broken up? Why was J (a fool) grieved that 
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dumb croſſes have been laid upon my back, that had never a 
tongue to ſpeak the {weetnets of Chriſt, as this hath? when 
Chriſt bleſſeih his own croſſes with a tongue, they breathe out 


Chriſt's love, wiſdom, kindneſs, and care of us. Why ſhould 1 


ſtart at the plough of my Lord, that maketh deep furrows on my 


ſoul? I know he is no idle husband, he purpoſeth a crop. O 


that this white withered leye-ground were made fertile to bear a 


he put his garland and his roſe upon my head, ihe glory and ho- 
nour of his faithful witneſſes? I defire now to make no more 


plea with Chriſt : verily he hath not put me to a loſs by what I 
ſuffer, he oweth me nothing; for in my bonds how ſweet and 
comfortable kave the thoughts of him been to me, wherein I find 


Ia ſufficient recompence of reward! Row blind are my adverſaries, 
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who ſent me to a banqueting-houſe to a houſe of wine, to my 


lovely Lord Jeſus his lovely feaſts, and not to a priſon or place of 
exile! Why ſhould I ſmother my husband's honeſty, or ſin a- 


gainſt his love, or be a niggard in giving out to others what 1 get 
for nothing? Brother, eat with me and give thanks: I charge you 
| before God, that ye ſpeak to others, and invite them to help me 
| to praiſe. Oh my debt of praiſe, how weighty is it, and how far 


run up! Oh that others would lend me to pay, and learn me to 
praiſe! Oh I am a drowned dyvour! Lord Jeſus take my thoughts 
for payments. Yet I am in this hot ſummer-blink with the tear 


in my eye; for, by reaton of my ſilence, forrow, ſorrow hath filled 
| me: my harp is hanged upon the willow-trees, becauſe I am in 
a ſtrange land. I am ſtill kept in exerciſe with envious brethren, 
my mother hath born me a man of contention. Write to me your 
mind anent V. C. I cannot forget him; I know not what God 
hath to do with him; and your mind anent my pariſhioners beha- 

viour, and how they are ſerved in preaching, or if there be a mi- 


niſter as yet thruſt in upon them, which I deſire greatly to know, 
and which I much fear. Dear brother, ye are in my heart to live 
and to die with you. Viſit me with a letter. Pray for me. Re- 


member my love to your wife. Grace, grace be with you: and 


God, who heareth prayer, viſit you, and let it be unto you ac- 


cording to the prayers of 


Aberdeen, Jan. 1. Your own erathel, and Chriſt's 
1637. Py priſener, S. R. 
CE ee er ra Ion ee. — ... i oe LIL TR LIST 
. To my well. beloved and reverend brother Mr. RO B ER T 
e n 
Reverend and dearly beloved brother, 
Race, mercy and peace from God our ee and from our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be to you. It | is no great W 
ear 
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dear brother, that ye be in heavineſs for a icalon, and that God's 
will, in croſſing your deſign and defires to dwell amongſt a peo. 
ple, whoſe God is the Lord, ſhould move you : 1 deny not but 
Te have cauſe to enquire what- his providence ſpeaketh in this to 
you; but God's directing and commanding will can, by no good 
logic, be concluded from events of providence. The Lord ſent 
Paul many errands for the ſpreading of his goſpel, where he found 


lions in his way: a promiſe was made to his people of the holy 


land, and yet many nations in the way fighting againſ}, and ready 
to kill them who had the promiſe, or to keep them from poſſeſ- 
{ing that good land which the Lord their God had given them, 
know ye have moſt to do with ſubmiſſion of ſpirit ; but I per- 
frade myſelf ye have learned, in every condition wherein ye are 
alt, therein to be content, and to ſay, Good is the will of the 


Tord, let it be done. I believe the Lord tackleth his ſhip often 


fc fetch the wind, and that he purpoſeth to bring mercy out of 


vour ſufferings and filence, which 1 know trom mine own expe- 


rence is grievous to you, ſeeing he knoweth our willing mind to 
ſerve him, our wages and ſtipend is running -to the fore with our 
(od ; even as ſome ſick ſoldiers get pay, when they are bed faſt, 
and not able to go to the field with others. Though Iſraei be 
not gathered, yet ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and 
my God ſhall be my ſtrength, Iſa. xlix. 5. and we are to believe 
it ſhall be thus ere all the play be played. Jer. li. 35. The violence 
done to me and my fleſh be upon Babylon, and the great whore's 


_ fovers ſhall the inhabitants of Zion ſay; and my blood be upon 
_ Cialdea, ſhall Jeruſalem ſay.” And * Zech. xii. 2. Behold, I will 
make Jeruſalem a cup of trembling to all the people about, when 


they ſhall be in the ſiege both againſt Judah and Jeruſalem. v. 3. 


And in that day I will make Jeruſalem a burdenſome ſtone for all 


people; they that burden themſelves with it ſhall be broken in 
pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered againſt it.” 
When they have eaten and ſwallowed us up they ſhall be ſick, and 
vomit us out living men again: the devil's ſtomach cannot dig-ſt 
the church of God. Suffering is the other half of our miniſtry, 
howbeit the hardeſt; for we would be content our King Jeſus 
would make an open proclamation, and cry down croſſes, and cry 
up joy, gladneſs, eaſe, honour and peace: but it muſt not beſo; 
ihrough many afflictions we muſt enter into the kingdom of God: 
got only by them but through them muſt we go; and wiles will 
not take us by the croſs; it is folly to think to ſteal to heaven with 
a whole ſkin, For myſelf, I am here a priſoner confined in Aber- 
deen, threatened to be removed to Caithneſs, becauſe I deſire to 
edity in this town; and I am openly preached againſt in the pul- 
pit in my hearing, and-tempted with diſputations by the doctors, 


eſpccially by D. B. Yct 1 am not aſhamed of my Lord Jeſus Hs 
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honk teen prelates their painted laughter. At my firſt coming here 
7 100% the dorts at Chriſt, and would forſooth ſummon him for 
unkindneſs: I fought a plea of my Lord, and was toffed with 
challenges whether he loved me or not? and diſputed all over a- 
| gain that he had done to me; becauſe his word was a fire ſnut up 
| in my bowels, and I was w-ary with forbearing; becauſe I ſaid L 
| was caſt out of the Lord's inheritance. But now I fee I was a 
| fool: my Loid miſkent all, and did bear with my fooliſh jealou- 
| fies, and miſkent that ever I wronged his love; and now he is 
tome again with mercy under his wings. I paſt from my (O wit- 
| leſs) ſummons: he is God, I fee, and I am man. Now it hath 


+ 11nd and crown; I would not exchange my weeping with the 


pleaſed him to renew his love to my ſoul, and to dawt his poor 


| priſoner. Therefore, my dear brother, help me to praiſe and 
ſhew the Lord's people with you what he hath done to my ſoul, 
that they may pray and praiſe : and I charge you, in the name of 
Chriſt, not to omit it; for this cauſe I write to you, that my ſuf- 


ferings may glorify my royal King, and edity his church in Ireland. 
He knoweth how one of Chriſt's love-coals hath burnt my ſoul with 


a deſire to have my bonds to preach his glory, whoſe croſs I now = 


bear. God forgive you if ye do it not; but I hope the Lord will 


move your heart, to proclaim in my behalf the ſweetneſs, excel- 


lency, and glory of my royal King. It is but our ſoft fleſh that 
hath raiſed a ſlander on the croſs of Chrift; I fee now the white 
fide of it; my Lord's chains are all over gilded, O if Scotland 
and Ireland had part of my feaſt! And yet I get not my meat bur 
with many ſtrokes. There are none here to whom I can ſpeak ; 
I dwell in Kedar's tents, Refreſh me with a letter from you: 
for, know what is betwixt«=Chriſt and me. Dear brother, upon 
my ſalvation, this is his truth that we ſuffer for: Chriſt would nor 
ſeal a blank charter to ſouls. Courage, courage, joy, joy for e- 
vermore ! O joy unſpeakable and glorious! O for help to ſer my 
crowned King on high! O for love to him who is altogether love- 
ly! that love which many waters cannot quench, neither ean the 
floods drown ! I remember you, and bear your name on my breaſt 
to Chriſt : I beſeech you, forget not his afflifted priſoner. Grace, 
mercy and peace be with you. Salute in the Lord, from me, Mr. 
Cunninghame, Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Ridge, Mr. Colwart, &c. 


Aberdeen, Feb. 7. Wu brother and fellow- 
1639; -- priſoner, S. R. 


88. 77 JOHN KENNEDY Baille of Air. 


Warthy and well-beloved brother, 1 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I am yet waiting what 


CA our Lord will do tor his afflicted cburch, and for my re- 
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entry to my Lord's houſe. O that I could bear the forfeiture of, 
Chriſt (now out of his inheritance) recalled and taken off by o- 
pen proclamation; and that Chriſt were reſtored to be a freehol. 

der and a landed heritor in Scotland; and that the courts, fenced 
'n the name of the baſtard prelates, (their god-fathers the pope's 
bailiffs and ſheriffs) were cried down! O hew ſweet a fight were 
it, to ſee all the tribes of the Lord in this land fetching home again 
our baniſhed king, Chriſt, to his own palace, his ſanctuary and 


| throne! I ſhall think it mercy to my foul, if my faith ſhall out. 


watch all this winter night. and not nod or (lumber till my Lord's 
ummer- day dawn upon me, It is much it faith and hope, in the 
ad nights of our heavy trial, eſcape with a whole ſkin, and with- 


dut crack or crook. I confeſs, unbelief hath not reaſon to be ei- 


ther father or mother to it: (for unbelief is always an irrational 
thing) but how can it be, but ſuch weak eyes as ours mult caſt 
water ia a great ſmoke; or that a weak head ſhould not turn gid- 


dy when the water rupneth deep and ſtrong? but, God be thank: 


ed, that Chriſt in his children can endure a ſtreſs and {torm, how- 
beit ſoft nature would fall down in pieces. Oh that I had that 
confidence as to reſt on this, though he ſhould grind me into 
ſmall powder, and bray me into duſt, and ſcatter the duſt to the 
four winds of heaven; that my Lord would gather up the pow- 


der, and make me up a new veſſe] again, to bear Chriſt's name to 


the world! I am ſure that love, bottomed and ſeated upon the 


faith of his love to me, would deſire and endure this, and would 
even claim and thriep kindneſs upon Chriſt's ſtrokes, and kiſs his 


Jove-glooms ; and both ſpell and read ſalvation upon the wounds 


made by Chriſt's iweet hands. O that I had but a promiſe from 


the mouth of Chriſt, of his love to me! and then, howbeit my 


faith were as tender as paper, I think longing, and dwining, and 
griening of ſick deſires would cauſe it bide out the ſiege, till the 


Lord came to fill the ſoul with his love ; and I know allo, in that 
caſe, faith ſhould bide green and ſappy at the root, even at mid- 
winter, and ſtand out againſt all ſtorms. However it be, I know 
Chriſt winneth heaven in deſpite of hell; but I owe as many prai- 
ſes and thanks to free grace as would ly betwixt me and the utmoſt 
border of the higheſt heaven, ſuppoſe ten thouſand heavens were 
all laid above other. But oh! I have nothing that can hire or 


bud grace; for if grace would take hire, it were no more grace: 


but all our ſtability, and the ſtrength of our ſalvation, is anch- 


bored and faſtened upon free-· grace; and 1 am ſure Chriſt hath, by 


his death and blood, caſten the knot ſo faſt, that the fingers of 
the devils, and hell- 'fulls of ſins cannot looſe it: and that bond of 
Chriſt (that never yet was, nor never ſhall, nor can be regiſtra- 
ted) ſtandeth ſorer than heaven, or the days of heaven, as that 
ſwent pillar of the covenant, whereupon we all hang. nn 
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a and all his little ones uader his two wings, and in the compaſs 
circle of his arms, is ſo fore, that caſt him and them in the grou: ci g 

of the ſea, he ſhall come up again, and not loſe one; an odd one £1 
cannot, nor ſhall not be loſt in the telling. This was always [i 
God's aim, fince Chriſt came in the play betwixt him and us, o vil 
make men dependent creatures, and in the work of our ſalvation g 

| to put created ſtrength and arms, and legs of clay, quite out of — 5 
| play, and out of office and court : and now God hath ſubſtituted *Y | 
in our room, and accepted his Son the Mediator for us. and all { 

that we can make. If this had not been, I would have ſkinke d 
> over and foregone my part of paradiſe and ſalvation, for a brea}:- 
. faſt of dead moth-eaten earth ; but now 1 would not pive it, nor 
- let it go, for more than I can tell; and truly they are filly fools, 
| and ignorant of Chriſt's worth, (and fo full ill trained and tutc- 
[4 red) who tell heaven and Chriſt over the board, for two feathers 2 1 
or two ſtraws of the devil's painted pleaſures, only luſtered in ile | it 
| outer fide. This is our happineſs now, that our reckonings | C | 
night, when eternity ſhall come upon us, cannot be told; we ha)! 7 | | 


m 1 — 
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be ſo far gainers, and fo far from being ſuperexpended (as tha 
poor fools of this world are, who give out their money, and ger 
in but black hunger) that angels cannot lay our counts, nor ſun: 1 
our advantage and incomes. Who knoweth how far it is to the | 
bottom of our Chriſt, and to the ground of our heaven? who ever i 
weighed Chriſt in a pair of ballances ? who hath ſeen the foldings _ 1 
and plyes, and the heights and depths of that glory which is in i} 
him, and kept for us? Oh tor ſuch a heaven as to ſtand afar off, 1 
and ſee, and love, and long for bim, while time's thread be cut, 1 
and this great work of creation diſſolved at the coming of ou: NR. | 
Lord! Now to his grace I recommend you. I beſeech you allo, 


pray fora re entry to me into the Lord s houte, if it be his good: wil. my it 
| Aberdeen, Fan. 6. Yaurs in his ſweet Lord it, 
1637. 5 | au, 8. RK. 100 [ 
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89. To ELIZABETH KENNEDY. 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I have long had a pur- 

poſe of writing unto you, but I have been hindered. I 
heartily deſire that ye would mind your country, and conſider to 
what airth your foul ſetteth its face; for all come not home at 
night, who ſuppole they have ſet their face heavenward : it is 2 
woful thing to die and mils heaven, and to loſe houte-room wit: 
Chriſt at night; it is an evil journey Where travellers are benighted 
in the fields. I perſuade myſelf, that thouſands ſhall be deceivec 
and aſhamed of their hope ; Sue they caſt their anchor in ſink. 
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ing ſands, they mult loſe it. Till now, 1 knew not the pain, la 


bour, nor difficulty that there is to win at home; nor did I under- 
ſtand fo well, before this, what it meancth, The righteous ſhall 


ſcarcely be ſaved. Oh how many a poor profeſſor's candle is blown 


out, and never lighted agaiu ! I fee ordinary profeſſion, and to be 


rank:d amongſt the children of God, and to have a name among 
men, is now thought good enough to carry profeſſors to heaven; 
bat certainly a name is but a name, and will never bide a blaſt of 


God's ſtorm: 1 counſel you, not to give your ſou] or Chriſt reſt, 


nor your eyes {leep, till ye have gotien {omething that will bide 
the fire, and ſtand out the ſtorm. I am ſure if my one foot were 
in heaven, and then he would ſay, Fend thyſelf, I will hold my 
grips of thee no longer; 1 ſhould go no further, but preſently fall 
down in as many pieces of dead nature. They are happy for e- 


vermore who are over head and ears in the love of Chriſt, and 


know. no ſickneſs but love-fickneſs for Chriſt, and feel no pain 
but the pain of an abſent and hidden Well beloved. We run 
our ſouls out of breath, and tire them in courſing and gallopping 


after our own night-dreams (ſuch are the roving of our miſcarry- 


ing hearts) to get ſome created good thing in this life, and on 
this ſide of death: we would fain ſtay and ſpin out a heaven to 


ourſelves in this ſide of the water; but ſorrow, want, changes, 


croſſes and fin, are both woot 2nd warp in that ill ſpun web. 0 


bow ſweet and dear are theſe thoughts that are ſtill upon the things 
Which are above! and how happy are they who are longing to 
have little ſand in their glaſs, and to have time's thread cut, and 
can cry to Chriſt, Lord Jeſus, have over, come and fetch the drie- 


ry paſſenger ? I with our thoughts were more frequently than they 
are upon our country. O but heaven caſteth a ſweet 1inell afar 


off, to thoſe who have ſpiritual ſmelling! God hath made many 
. fair flowers, but the faireſt of them all is heaven, and the flower 
of all flowers is Chriſt, O why do we not flee up to that lovely 


one ? Alas, that there is ſuch ſcarcity of love, and lovers of Chriſt 
amongſt us all! Fy, ty upon us, who love fair things, as iair gold, 
fair houſes, fair lands, fair pleaſures, fair honours, and fair per- 
ſons, and do not pine and melt away with love to Chriſt ! O would 
to God I had more love for his ſake! O for as much love as would 


lie betwixt me and heaven for his fake! O for as much as would 


30 round about the earth, and over the heaven, yea, the heaven 


oft heavens, and ten thouland worlds, that ] might let all out upon 


tair, fair, only fair Chriſt ! But alas, I have nothing for him, yet 


he hath much for me. It is no gain to Chriſt, that he getteth my 
 hittle feckleſs ſpan-length and hand breadth of love. If men would 
have ſomething to do with their hearts and their thoughts, that 


are always rolling up and down like men with oars in a boat, after 
ſinful vanitics, they may tiud great and !weet employment to their 


thoughts 
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thoughts upon Chriſt: if thoſe frothy, fluctuating, and reſtleſs 


hearts of ours would come all about Chriſt, and look into his 
love, to bottomleſs love, to the depth of mercy, to the unſcarch- 
able riches of his grace, to enquire after, and ſearch into the 
beauty of God in Chriſt, they would be ſwallowed up in the depth 
and heighth, length and breadth of his goodneſs. Oh if men 
would draw the curtains, and look into the inner ſide of the ark, 

and behold how the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth in him bo 
dily ! O who would not ſay, Let me die, let me die ten times to 


ſee a ſight of him? Ten thouſand deaths were no great price to 


give for him; I am ſure, ſick, fainting love would heighten the 


market, and raiſe the price to the double for him. But als, if 


men and angels were rouped, and ſold at the deareſt price, they 


would not all buy a night's love, or a four and twenty hours ſight 


of Chriſt. O how happy are they who get Chriſt for nothing! 
God ſend me no more for my part of paradiſe but Chriſt; and 


ſurely I were rich enough, and as well heaven'd as the beſt of 
them, if Chriſt were my heaven, I can write vo better thing to 


you than to defire you, if ever ye laid Chriſt in a count to take 


him up, and count over again; and weigh him again and again: 


and after this, have no other to court your love, and to woo your 
ſoul's delight, but Chriſt; he will be found worthy of all your 
love, howbeit it ſhould ſwell upon you from the earth to the up- 


permoſt circle of the heaven of heavens. To our Lord Jeſus and 


his love I command you. 1 e 
Aberd. 1637. Yours in his feet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
o SD Du Oe ee ee OO 
60. 7 JANET KENNEDY. 
Miſtreſs. 


( Y Race, mercy and peace be unto you. Ye are not a little « o- 
1 


bliged to his rich grace, who hath ſeparate you for him- 
ſelf, and for the promiſed inheritance, with the faints in light; 
from this condemned and gvilty world. Hold faſt Chriſt, contend 


for him: it is a lawful plea to go to holding and drawing for 


Chriſt; and it is not poſſible to keep Chriſt peaceally, having 


once gotten him, except the devil were dead. It muſt be your 


reſolution to ſet your face againſt Satan's northern tempeſts and 
ſtorms for ſalvation: nature would have heaven come to us while 
lleeping in our beds. We would all buy Chr; iſt, ſo being we 
might make price ourſelves; but Chriſt is worth more blood and 
lives than either you or I have to give him. When we (hall come 


home and enter to the poſſeſſion of our brother's fair kingdom, and 


when our heads ſhall find the weight of the eternal crown ot glory. 
and when we ſhall look back to pains and ſufferings, then (hall 
we ſee life, and ſorrow, to be leſs than one ſtep or ſtride from a 


Priſon to glory; and that our little inch of time ſuffering is not 


S 2 | worihy 
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ſhould be my heaven tor evermore. Alas, that I cannot draw ſouls 
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worthy of our firſt night's welcome home to heaven. O What 
then will be the weight of every one of Chriſt's kiſſes! O how 


weighty, and of what worth ſhall every one of Chriſt's love ſmiles 
be! Oh when once he ſhall thruſt a wearied traveler's head be- 


twixt his bleſſed breaſts, the poor ſon] ſh:ll think one kiſs of 
Clriſt hath fully paid home forty or fifty years wet feet, and all 
its ſore hearts and light ſufferings, it had in following after Chriſt ! 
O thrice blinded fouls, whoſe hearts are charmed and bewitched 
with dreams, ſhadows, feckleſs things, night-vanities and night- 
fang es of a miſerable life of fin. Shame on us, who fit ſtill fet- 
tered with the love and liking of the loan of a piece of dead clay. 
© poor fools, who are beguiled with painted things. and this 
Wen! fair weather and {mooth promiſes, and rotten worm eaten 
hops! May not the devil laugh to ſee us give out our ſouls, and 
per in but corrupt and counterfeit pleaſures of fir ? O for a ſicht 
of ancrnity's glory, and a little taſting of the Lamb's marriage- 
ſupper ! Halt a draught or a drop of the wine of conſolations, that 
is up at our banqueting houſe, out of Chriſt's own hand, would 


make our ſtomachs lothe the brown bread and the ſour drink of a 


miſerable life. O how far are we bereft of wit to chaſe and hunt 
and run till our ſouls be ont of breath, after a condemned happi- 
nels of our own making! And do we not fit far in our own light, 
to make it a matter of bairns-play to ſkin and drink over paradiſe, 
and the heaven that Chriſt did ſweat for, even for a blaſt of ſmoke, 
and for Elau's morning breakfatt? O that we were out of ourſelves 
and dead to this world, and this world dead and crucified to us! 
and when we thould be cloſe out of love and conceit of any maſk- 
ed and fairded lover whatſoever ; then Chriſt would win and con- 
quer to himſelf a lodging in the inmoſt yolk of our heart; then 


Chriſt ſhould be our night ſong and our morning-ſong ; then the 
very noiſe and din of our Well beloved's feet when he cometh, and 


his firſt knock or rap at the door ſhould be as the news of two 


Heavens to us. Oh that our eyes and our ſoul's ſmelling ſhould 


go after a blaſted and ſun burnt flower, even this fair plaiſtered 


out ſided world; and then we have neither eye nor ſmell for the 
Flower of Jeſſe, for that Plant of Renown, for Chriſt, the choic- 


eſt, the faireſt, the ſweeteſt Roſe that ever God planted ! O let 


ſome of us die to feel the ſmell of bim! and let my part of this | 


rotten world be forfeited and fold for evermore, providing I may 
anchor my tottering ſoul upon Chriſt ! I know it is ſometimes at 
this, Lord, what wilt thou have for Chriſt? but, O Lord, canſt 
thon he budded or propined with any gift for Chriſt ? O Lord, 
can Chriſt be fold? or rather, may not a poor ſinner have him 


for nothing? If I can get no more, O let me be pained to all e- 


ternity, with longing tor him! the joy of hungering for Chriſt 


and 
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and Chriſt together! But I deſire the coming of his kingdom, 


and that Chriſt (as I aſſuredly hope he ſhall) would come upon 
withered Scotland, as rain upon the new mown groſs. O let 


the King come! O let his kingdom come! O let their eyes rot 


in their eye-holes, who will not receive him home again to reign 
and rule in Scotland! Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1 637. Yours in his fweet Lord 
Jeſus, 8. KR 
Voce SOS S 


91. To hi; reverend and dens brother Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 
Reverend and deareſt brother, 


| WE joy have | out of heaven's gates, but that my Lord Je- 


ſus be glorified in my bonds? Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, 
who contribute any thing to my obliged and indebted praiſes. 


Dear brother, help me a poor dyvour to pay the intereſt, for I 
cannot come nigh to render the principal. It is not jeſt nor ſport 


which maketh me to ſpeak and write as I do: never before came 
to that nick or pitch of communion with Chriſt, that I have now 
attained unto. For my confirmation, I have been theſe two ſab- 


| baths or three in private, taking ioftruments in the name of God, 
that my Lord Jeſus and I have kiſſed each other in Aberdeen, the 
houſe of my pilgrimage. I fcck not an apple to play me with, 


he knoweth, whom [I ſerve in the Spirit, but a ſeal; I but 


earneſt, and am content to ſuſpend and friſt glory while ſupper- 
time. 1 know this world will not laſt with me; for my moon- 
light is noon-day light, and my four hours above my feaſts, when 


I was a preacher; at which times alſo I was embraced very often 
in his arms. But who can blame Chriſt to take me on behind him 
(if I may fay ſo) on his white horſe, or in his chariot paved with 
love, through a water ? Will not a father take his little dawted 


Davie in his arms, and carry him over a ditch or a mire? My 
ſhort legs could not ſtep over this laire or ſinking mire; and 
therefore my Lord Jeſus will bear me through. If a change come 


and a dark day, ſo being that he will keep my faith without flaw 
or crack, I dare not blame him, howbeit I get no more while I 
come to heaven: but ye know, the phyſic behoved to have ſu- 
gar; my faith was fallen aſwoon, and Chriſt but held a ſwoon- 


ing man's head. Indeed I pray not for a dawted bairn's diet; he 


knoweth I would have Chriſt four or ſweet; any way, ſo being 
it be Chriſt indeed: I ſtand not now upon paired apples, or ſu- 
pared diſhes; but I cannot blame him to give, I muſt gape and 
make a wide mouth. Since Chriſt will not pantry-up joys, he 
muſt be welcome, who will not bide away: I ſeek no other fruit, 


but that he may be glorified ; he knoweth ! would take hard fare 


to have his name ſet on high, 1 bleſs you for your couniel: I 


hops 
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hope to live by faith, and ſwim withoa: a maſs or bundle of joy- 


ful ſenſe under my chin; at leaſt to venture, albeit I ſhould be 


ducked. Now for my cauſe: I think the council ſhould be eſſay- 
ed, and the event referred to God: duties are ours, and events 
are God's. I ſhall go through yours upon the covenant at leiſure, 
and write to you my mind there-anent; and anent the Arminian 


contract betwixt the Father and the Son. I beſeech you, ſet to, 
to go through ſcripture, Yours on the Hebrews is in great requeſt 
with all who would be acquaint with Chriſt's teſtament. I pur- 


poſe (God willing) to ſet about Hoſea, and to try if I can get it 
to the preſs here. It refreſheth me much, that ye are ſo kind to 
my brother; I hope your countel ſhall do him good; I recom- 
mend him to you, fince I am ſo far from him. I am glad, that 
the dying ſervant of God, famous and faithful Mr, Cunningham, 
ſealed your miniſtry before he fell afleep. Grace, grace be with 
: Aberdeen, March v. Yours in his fweet Lord 
2 Jeſus, S. R. 


92. To the much honoured WILLIAM RIGG of Athernie, 


Much honoured Sir, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your long- 
looked-for and ſhort letter; I would ye had ſpoke more 


to me, who ſtand in need. I find Chriſt, as ye write, ay the 


longer the better, and therefore cannot but rejoice in his ſalvation, 


who hath made my chains my wings, and hath made me a king 
over my croſſes, and over my adv (aries: glory. glory, glory 


to his high, high and holy name! not one ouncc, not one grain- 
weight more is laid on me, than he hath enabled me to bear; and 
Jam not fo much wearied to ſuffer, as Zion's haters are to perſe- 
cute. Oh if I could find a way, in any meaſure, to ſtrive to be 
even with Chriſt's love! but that J muſt give over. Ob who 


would help a dyvour to pay praiſes to the King of ſaints, who tri- 


umpheth in his weak fervants! ] ſee, if Chriſt but ride upon a 
worm or feather, his horſe will neither {tamble nor fall; the 
worm Jacob is made by him a new ſharp threſhing inſtrument, 
having teeth, to threſh the mountains, and beat them ſmall, and 
to make the hiils as chaff, and to fan them. fo as the wind ſhall 


carry them away, and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them, IIa. xli. 


14. 15, 16. Chriſt's enemies are but breaking their own heads in 
pieces upon the Rock laid in Zion, and the Stone is not removed 
out of its place, Faith hath cauſe to take courage from our very 


afflictions; the devil is but a wet ſtone, to ſharpen the faith and 


patience of the ſaints: I know he but heweth and poliſherh ſtones 
all this time, for the new Jeruſalem, But in all this, ti ee 
things have much moved me, ſince it hath pleaſed my Lou to 
„„ „„ | turn 
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turn my moon: light into daylight. Firſt, He hath yoked me to 
work, to wreſtle with Chriſt's love of longing, where with lam 
ſick, pained, fainting, and like to die, becauſe I cannot get him 


ſelf, which I think a ſtrange fort of deſertion; for I have not 
himſelf, (whom if 1 had, my love-ſfickneſs would cool, and my 
fever go away; at leaſt, I ſhould know the heat of the fire of 


complacency, which would cool] the ſearching heart of the fire of 
deſire) and yet 1 have no penury of his love; and fo I dwine, 1 


die, and he ſeemeth not to rue on me. I take inſtruments in his 
hand, that I would have him, but I cannot get him; and my beſt 
cheer is black hunger: I bieis him tor that feiſt. Secondly, Old 
challenges now and then revive, and caſt all down; 1 go halting 
and ſighing, fearing there be an unſeen procels yet coming out, 


and that heavier than I can anſwer I cannot read diſtinctly my 


ſurety's act of cautionary tor me in particular, and my diſcharge ; 
and ſenſe, rather than faith, aſſureth me of what I have; ſo un- 
able am I to go, but by a nuii. I could (with reverence of my 
Lord) forgive Chriſt, if he would give me as much faith, as [ 
have hunger for him, I hope, the pardon is now obtained, bat 
the peace is not fo ſure to me, as I would wiſh: yet, one thing 
I know, there is not a way to heaven, but the way he hath graced 
me to profeſs and ſuffer for. Thirdly, Wo, wo is me for the 


virgin daughter of Scotland, and for the fearful deſolation and 


wrath appointed for this land; and yet all are ſleeping, eating 


| and drinking, laughing and ſporting as if all were well. Oh 
eur dim gold! our dumb, blind paſtors ! the ſun is gone done 


upon them, and our nobles bid Chriſt fend for himſelf if he be 
Chriſt: it were good, we ſhould learn in time the way to our 


ſtrong hold. Sir, howbeit not acquainted, remember my love 


to your wife, I pray God eſtabliſh you. 1 1 
Aberd. March 9g. . Yeurs in his ſwect Lord 
1637. : | : Fejus, | S. R. 


93. 70 JO HN EWART Balle / Kirkcudbright. 
My very worthy and dear friend, ; 


Cannot but moſt kindly thank you, for the expreſſions of yours 
] love: and reſpect to me is a great comtort to me. I bleſs . 
his high and glorious name, that the terrors of great men have 
not affrighted me from open avouching the Son of God; nay, his 
crols is the ſweeteſt burden that ever I bare; it is ſuch a burden, 
as wings are to a bird, or fails to a ſhip, to carry me forward to 
my harbour. I have not much cauſe to tall in love with the 
world; but rather to wiſh, that he who ſitteth upon the floods, 
would bring my broken ſhip to land, and keep my conicicnce ſafe, 
in theſe dangerous times: for wrath from the Lord is coming on 

| ny this: 
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144 Mr. RVUVFTHERFOO R D's Epiſt. 94, 
this ſinful land. It were good, that we priſoners of hope knew 
of our ſtrong hold to run to, before the ſtorm come on; there- 
fore, Sir, I beſeech you by the mercies of God, and comforts 


of his Spirit, by the blood of your Saviour, and by your com- 
_ pearance before the ſin-revenging Judge of the world, keep your 


gar ments clean, and ſtand for the truth of Chriſt, which ye pro- 
feſs. When the time ſhall come that your eye rings ſhall break, 
Jour face wax pale, your breath grow cold, and this houſe of 
lay ſhall totter, and your foot ſhall be over the march, in eternity; 
hall be your comfort and joy, that ye gave your name to Chriſt, 
"he greateſt part of the world think heaven at the next door, and 
nat Chriſtianity is an eaſy taſk; but they will be beguiled. 
Worthy Sir, I beſeech you make ſure work of ſalvation: I have 
found by experience that all I could do hath had much ado in the 
day of my trial; and therefore lay up a ſure foundation for the 
time to come. I cannot requiteyou, for your undeſerved favours 
ꝛ0 me and my now afflicted brother; but I truſt to remember 
you to God. Remember me heartily to your kind wife. 
Aberdeen, March 13. Tours in his only Lord 

- 3037. - Jeſus 8. R. 
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" Much honoured Sir 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am obliged to your 


love in God. I beſeech you, Sir, let nothing be ſo dear 


to you as Chriſt's truth, for ſalvation is worth all the world; and 
| therefore be not afraid of men, that ſhall die; the Lord ſhall do 


for you in your ſuffering for him, and ſhall bleſs your houſe and 


feed; and ye have God's promiſe, that ye ſhall have his preſence 


in fire, water, and in ſeven tribulations. Your day will wear to 


an end, and your ſun go down. In death it will be your joy, 


that ye have ventured all ye have for Chriſt; and there is 
not a promiſe of heaven made, but to ſuch as are willing to ſuffer 
for it: it is a caſtle taken by force. This earth is but the clay- 
portion of baſtards; and therefore no wonder the world ſmile on 
its own; but better things are laid up for his lawfully begotten 
bairns, whom the world hateth : I have experience to ſpeak this, 
for I would not exchange my priſon and fad nights, with the 
court, honour, and eaſe of my adverſaries: my Lord is pleaſed 
to make many unknown faces to laugh upon me, and to provide 


a lodging for me; and he himſelf viſiteth my foul with feaſts 


of ſpiritual comforts. O how ſweet a maſter is Chriſt ! Bleſſed 
are they who lay down all for him. I thank you kindly for your 


love to my diſtreſſed brother. Ye have the bleſſing and prayers 


of the priſoner of Chriſt to you, your wife and children. Re- 
member 


| MC eas * . N,. . . u., nde. N see ne 
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de my love and bleſſing to William and Samuel: I deſire 
them in their youth to ſeek the Lord, and fear his great name, 
to pray twice à day (at leaſt) to God, and to read God's word; 


to keep themſclves from curſing, lying, and filthy talking. Woe | 


the only wiſe God, and the preſence of the Son of God, be with 
OU all 


Aberdeen, March 13. Mur in his feet Lord 
1637. | 705 8 
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95. To the worthy and much W Mr. A L E * AN DER 


COLVILL Blair. 


Much honoured Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace be to yon. The bearer hereof 
M. R. F. is moſt kind to me; I deſire you to thank him 


but none is fo kind as my only royal King and Maſter, whole + 


crols is my garland, The King dineth with his prifancr, and 
his ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell. He hath led me up to ſuch a pitch 
and nick of joytul commnnion with himſelf, as I never knew be- 
fore: when J look back to by-gones, I judge myſelf ro have been 


a child at A, B, C, with Chriſt. Worthy Sir, pardon me, I. 


dare not conceal it from you, it is as a fire in my bowels, (in his 
preſence who ſceth me I ſpeak it,) I am pained, paincd with the 
love of Chriſt ; he hath made me ſick, and wounded me: bun- 
ger for Chriſt out-runneth faith; I miſs taith more than love. 


C{ Oif.the three kindoms would come and Tee! Oif they knew his 


kindneſs to my {on!! It hath pleaſed him to bring me to this, 
that I will not ſtrike fails to this world, nor flatter it, nor adore 
this clay-idol that fools worſhip ; as I am now diſpoſed. I think 
{ will neither borrow nor lend with it; and yet I get my meat 
from Chriſt with nurture; for ſeven times a day I am lifted up 
and caſten down. My dumb fabbaths burden my beart, and 


make it bleed: I want not fearful challenges and jealouſie c me- 


times of Chriſt's love, that he hath caſten me over the dike of 
the vineyard, as a dry tree. But this is my infumity; by his 
grace I take myſelf in theſe ravings: it is kindly that faith and 
love both be ſick, and fevers are kindly to moſt joyful communi 
on with Chriſt. Ye are blefſed, who avouch Chriſt openly before 
the Prince of his kingdom, whoſe eyes are upon you: it is voul 


glory to lift him up on his throne, to carry his train, and bea 


up the hem of his robe royal: he hath an hiding- place for M. A. C. 


againſt the ſtorm: go on, and fear not what man can do, The 


ſaints ſeem to have the worſt of it, (for apprehenfions can make a 

lie of Chriſt and of his love) but it is not ſo: providence is not 
rolled upon unequal and crooked wheels; all things work to- 
gether for the good of thoſe who love God, and are called accor 
| * . din, 
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146 Dr. RUTHERFOORDs Ebpiſt. 96. 
din to his purpoſe. Ere it be long, we ſhall ſee the white fide 


of God's providence. My brother's caſe hath moved me not x 


little: he wrote to me your care and kindneſs. Sir, the priſon. 
er's bleſſings and prayers, I truſt, ſhall not go by yon. He tha 


is able to keep you, and to preſent you before the preſence of his 


face with joy, eſtabliſh your heart in the love of Chriſt. 


Averd. Feb. 19. Yours in his fweet Lord 
L037. | eu, 8. R. 
IOCCTIID DCC 0 IEC CE IDE IODIDE EEO 


96. 7e EARLSTOUN younger. 


Honcured and dear brother, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your letter, 

Which refreſhed my foul. I thank God, the court is cloſ. 
ed: I think ſhame of my part of it; I paſs now from my unjuſt 
ſummons of unkindneſs, libelled againſt Chriſt my Lord: he is 
not ſuch a Lord and maſter as I took him to be; verily he is God, 
and I am duſt and aſhes: I took Chriſt's glooms to be as good as 
ſcripture ſpeaking wrath ; but I have ſeen the other {ide of Chriſt, 


and the white {ide of his croſs now. I behoved to come to Aber. 


deen, to learn a new myſtery in Chriſt, that his promiſe is bet- 
ter to be believed, than his looks, and that the devil can cauſe 


_ Chriſt's glooms ſpeak a lie to a weak man. Nay, verily I was a 


child before; all bygones are but bairns-play: I would I could 
begin to be a Chriſtian in fad earneſt. I need not blame Chrilt, 
if I be not one; for he hath ſhewed me heaven and hell in Aber- 


deen: but the truth is, for all my ſorrow, Chriſt is nothing in 


my debt; for comforts have refreſhed my ſoul: I have heard 
and ſcen him in his ſweetneſs, ſo, as I am almoſt ſaying, it is not 
he that | was wont to meet with; he laugheth more chearfully, 
his kiſſes are more {weet and foul-refreſhing, than the kiſſes of 
the Chriſt I taw before, were, (though he be the ſame :) or ra- 


ther, the King hath led me up to a meaſure of joy and commu- 


nion with my Bridegroom, that I never attained to before; fo 
that J often think, I will neither borrow nor lend with this world; 
J will not ſtrike {ail to croiles, nor flatter them to be quit of them, 


as I have done Come ail croſſes, welcome, welcome ! ſo I may 


get my heart fall of my Lord Jeſus. I have been ſo near him, 
aus J have laid, I take jaliraments, this is the Lord; leave a to- 


ken behind thee, that I may never forget this, Now, what can 


Chriſt do more to dawt one of his poor pi iſoners? therefore Sir, 
1 charge you in the name of my Lord.Jetus, praiſe with me, and 


 ſhew unto others what he hath done unto my ſoul. This is the 


truit of my ſufferings, that I deſire Chriſt's name may be ſpread 
abroad in this kingdom, in my behalf, I hope in God not to 
ander him again; yet in this, I ger not wy teaſts without tome 

mixture 
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mixture of gall; neither am I free of old jealouſies; for he hath 
removed my lovers and friends far from me; he hath made my 


congregation deſolate, and taken away my crown: and my dumb 
ſabbaths are like a ſtone tied to a bird's foot, that wanteth not _ 
wings; they ſeem to hinder me to flee, were it not that I dare 
not ſay one word, but, Well done, Lord Jeſus. We can in our 


proſperity ſport ourſelves, and be too bold with Chriſt; yea, be 
that inſolent, as to chide with him: but nnder the water we dare 
not ſpeak. I wonder now of my ſometimes boldneſs, to chide 
and quarrel Chriſt, to nickname providence, when it ſtroaked me 


againſt the hair: but now ſwimming in the waters, I think my 


will is fallen to the ground of the water; I have loſt it. I think 


I would fain ſet Chriſt alone, and give him leave to do with me 


what he pleaſeth, if he would ſmile upon me. Verily, we know 
not what an evil it is to ſpill and indulge ourſelves, and to make 
an idol of our will: J was once, 1 would not eat, except I had 
wailed meat; now I dare not complain of crumbs and paxings 
under his table: I was once that I would make the houſe ado, 
if I ſaw not the world carved, and ſet in order to my liking ; now 
I am ſilent, when I ſee God hath ſet fervants on horſe-back, and 
is fattening and feeding the children of perdition. I pray God, 
| never find my will again: Oh if Chriſt would ſubject my will 
his, and trample it under his feet, and liberate me from that 
awleſs Lord ! Now, Sir, in your youth gather faſt; your ſan 
will mount to the meridian quickly, and thereafter decline : be 
greedy of grace: ſtudy above any thing, my dear brother, to 
mortify your luſts. Oh but pride of youth, vanity, Juſt, idolizing 
of the world, and charming pleaſures, take long time to root them 


out! As far as ye are advanced in the way to heaven, as near as 


ye are to Chriſt, as much progreſs as ye have made in the way of 


mortification, ye will find that ye are far behind, and have moſt 


of your work before you, I never took it to be ſo hard, to be 
dead to my luſts and to this world: when the day of viſitation 
comet;1, and your old idols come weeping about you, ye will 
have much ado not to break your heart; it is beſt to give up in 
time with them, ſo as ye could at all quit your part of this wor 
for a drink of water, or a thing of nothing. Verily, I have ice 
the beſt of this world, a moth-caten thread-bare coat: I purpok 
to lay it aſide, being now holey and old. O for my houſe above, 
not made with hands! Pray for Chriſt's priſoner, and write to 
me, to make ready for removing; the Lord's tide will not bide 
her; and to feek an heavenly mind, that her heart may be often 
there Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, Feb. 20. N, and Chriſt's pri. 
| 1637. | = Kant 8. R. 
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that this long ime your Lord hath waited ON you. 


ts han nothing in that day. 
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Mr, PUTHERFOORD: 


97. To ROBERT GLENDINING. 
My dear Friend, 

Race, mercy and peace be to yon. I thank you moſt kindly 

for your care of me, and your love and reſpective kindneſs 


to my brother in his diſtreſs: 1 pray the Lord ye may find merey 
In the day of Chriſt; 


and I intreat you, Sir. to conſider the times 
ye live in, and that your ſoul is of more worth to you than the 
whole world, which, in the day of the blowing of the laſt trum. 
pet, ſha}l Iv in white aſhes, as an old caſtle burnt to nothing; and 
remember that qudgment and eternity is before you. My dear and 
worthy friend, let me intie:t you in Chriſt's name, and by the fal- 
vation "of your ſon]. and by your compearance before the dreadful 
and ſin revenging Judge o! the world, make your accounts ready, 
read them ere ye come to the water ſide; for your afternoon will 
wear fhort, and your ſuu tall low and g0 down: and ye know, 
O how com- 
fortable a thing it fn Il be to Jou, whey dine ſhall be no more, and 
your foul ſhall depart out of the honſe of clay, to vaſt and endleſs 
eternity, to have your foul dreſſed up, and prepared for your 
Bridegtoom! No loſs is comparable to the loſe of the foul ; there 
1s n hope of regaining that lols. O how joyful would my ſoul 
be, hear that ye would ſtart to the gate, and contend for the 
crow!, and lcave all vanities. and make Chriſt your garland! 
Let your fon! put away your old lovers, and let Chriſt have your 
whole love; | have ſome experience to write of this to you. My 


_ witneſs is in heaven, I would not exchange my chains and bonds 


fo. Chiiſt, and my ſighs for ten world's glory. judge this clay 


idol. that Adam's fons are rovping and ſelling their fouls for, not 


worth a drink of cold water. O if your foul were in my ſoul's 
{t-2& how ſick would ye be of Wa for that faireſt one, that faireſt 
among the ſons of men! May flowers, and morning vapour, and 
ſummer- miſt poſteth not ſo faſt away, as theſe worm-caien plca- 


ſures that we foilow : we buiid caſtles i in the air, and night». 


dreams are our daily idols that we dote on, Salvation, falvation 
b our only neceſſary thing. Sir, Call home your thoughts to this 
work, to enquire for your Well-beloved: this carth is the portion 
of baſtards; ſeck the ſon's inheritance, and let Chriſt's truth be 
dear to you, I pawn my ſalvation on it, that this is the honour 


of Chriſt's kingdom 1 now ſuffer for, (and this world, I hope, 


all not come between me and my garland) and that this is ihe 


way to life, when ye and I ſhall ly lumps of pale clay upon the 


cold ground, our 3 that we now naturally love, ſhall be 
Dear brother, fulfil my joy, and 
buiake you to Chr iſt without further delay; ye will be fain at 


eg th 
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3 to ſeek to him, or do infinitely worſe. Remember my 
love to your wife. Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, March 13. Yours in his feet J. _ 
15 Jiaſus. 


Nr. e . Nen s- unc. x. NOA G- Wert. enk. N. — >< 
98. 7% WILLIAM GLENDINING. 


Well: beloved and dear brothers 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I thank you i moſt kindly 

for your care and love to me, and in Kafticular to my bro- 
ther, in his diſtreſs in Edinburgh: go on through your waters 
without wearying; your guide knoweth the way, follow him, 
and caſt your cares and tentations apon him : and Jet not worms, 
the {ons of men, affright you; they ſhall die, and the moth ſhall 
eat them: keep your garland; there is no leſs at the ſtake, in 
this game betwixt us and the world, than our conſcience and ſal- 
vation: we have need to take heed to the game, and not to yield 
to them, Let them take other things from us; but here, in mat- 
ters of conſcience, we muſt hold and draw with kings, and ſet 
ourſelves in terms of oppoſition with the ſhields of the earth. O 
the ſweet communion for evermore, that hath been between 
Chriſt and his priſoner ! He wearieth not to be kind : he is the 
faireſt ſight I ſee in Aberdeen, or any part that ever my feet were 
in. Remember my hearty kindneſs to your wife: I deſire her to 
believe, and lay her cares on God, and make faſt work of ſalva- 
tion. Grace be with you. 

Aberdeen, March 13.  Nours in his only Lord 
I 037. < "Telus; N. 
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99. 70 JEAN BROWN. 


Well beloved and 4 5 iter, | 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: 1 received your letter, 
3 which I eſteem an evidence of your Chriſtian affection to 
me, and of your love to my honourable Lord and Maſter. My 
deſire is, that your communion with Chriſt may grow, and that 
your reckonings may be put by-hand with your Lord ere ye come 
to the water ſide. O who knoweth how ſweet Chriſt's kifles are 
who hath been more kindly embraced and kiſſed than I his baniſhed 
priſoner ? If the compariſon could ſtand, I would not exchange 
Chriſt with heaven ittelf: he hath left a dart and arrow of love 
in my ſoul, and it paineth me till he come and take it out, I 
find pain of theſe wounds, becauſe I would have poſſeſſion. IL 
know now, this worm-caten apple, the plaiſtered, rotten world, 

that the ſilly children of this world are beating and buffeting, and 
pulling others cars ior, is a portion for baſtards good cro — 

an 


1 | 
. * bs 
3 
— . 0 n * 
TY. : , ” — — 
1 8 — r . 
1 8 1 2 FO Ir 
1 * a GE, , s — 
e eee = — — vs e 
— 1 = —— — — ms — — — 3 
= — — 1 re - 
A = . f Warn 26, «. = 
— a _ = hs — 


. 2 unn 
” . 
r 


ä * — — A - 


ä 


I —  — Renee — dt ang 


TT —— ]—7——————— a ent 


— 


r 
— 51 : 


150 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's 
and that is all they have to look for. I offend not, that my ad- 
verſaries ſtay at home at their own fire-ſide, with more yearly rent 
than I; ſhould I be angry that the good-man of this houſe of the 

world caſteth a dog a bone to hurt his teeth ? He hath taught me 

to be content with a borrowed fire- ſide, and an uncouth bed: ard 

I think I have loſt nothing, the income is ſo great. O what el- 
ling is in Chriſt! O how weighty is my fair garland, my crown, 
my fair ſupping- hall in glory, where | ſhall be above the blows 
and buffetings of prelates! Let this be your defire, and let your 
thoughts dwell much upon that bleſſedneſs that abideth you in the 
other world. The fair fide of the world will be turned to you 
quickly, when ye ſhall fee the crown. I hope ve are near your 
lodging. O but I would think myſelf bleſſed, for my part, to 
win the hovſe before the ſhower come on ! for God hath a quiver 
full of arrows to ſhoot at, and ſhower down upon Scotland. Ye 
have the prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt. I deſire Patrick to give 
Chrift his young love, even the flower of it, and to put it by all 
others; 
have a great advantage in the evil day. 
Aberdeen, March 7. 


Grace be with you, 
Tours in his only Lord 


1637. „ 
VVV 


100. To Mr. JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


Reverend and well-belyved in the Lord, 

Was refreſhed with your letter: I am ſorry for that lingering 
and longſome viſitation that is upon your wife; but I know 

ye take it as a mark of a lawfully begotten child, and not of a ba- 
ftard, to be under your Father's rod. Till ye bein heaven it will 
be but foul weather, ane ſhower np and another down. The 
lintel- ſtone and pillars of the New- Jeruſalem ſuffer more knocks 
_ of God's hammer and tool, than the common ſide-wall ſtones: 
and if twenty croſſes be written for you in God's book, they will 
come to ninetcen, and then at laſt to one, and after that to no- 
thing; but your head ſhall ly betwixt Chriſt's breaſts for ever- 
more, and his own ſoft hand ſhall dry your face, and wipe away 
your tears. As for public ſufferings for his truth, your Maſter 
allo will ſee to theſe; let us put him in his own office; to comtort 
ad deliver. The gloom of Chriſt's croſs is worſe than itſelf. I 
cannot keep up what he hath done to my ſoul. 
will ] not get help of you to praite, and to lift Chriſt up on high? 
He hath puined we with his love, and hath left a love-arrow in 
my heart, that hath made a wound, and ſwelled me up with de- 
fires, fo that I am to be pitied for want of real poſſeſſion. Love 
would have the company of the party loved; and my greateſt pain 
is the want of him, not of his Joys and comforts, but of a near 
union 
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it were good to ſtart ſoon to the way; he ſhould thereby 


My dear brother, . 


r nt din AA 
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I now ſuffer for: for Chriſt hath taken upon him to be witneſs to 


it, by his ſweet comforts to my foul: and ſhall I think him a falſe 


witneſs, or that he would ſubſcribe blank paper ? I thank his high 


and dreadful name for what he hath given: I hope to keep his 


ſeal and his pawn till he come and looſe it himſelf, 1 defy hell to 
put me off it, but he is Chriſt, and he hath met with his priſoner, 
and I took inſtruments in his own hand, that it was he, and none 


other for him, When the devil ſeemeth a baſtard- court in my 


Lord's ground, and giveth me forged ſummons, it will be my 
nne to misbelieve, after ſuch a fair broad ſeal: and yet Satan 
and my apprehenſion ſometimes make a lie of Chriſt, as if he ha- 
ted me; but I dare believe no evil of Chriſt: it he would cool my 


love fever for himſelf with real preſence and poſſeſſion, I would 


be rich; but I dare not be miſlearned, and ſeek more in that kind, 
howbeit it be no ſhame to beg at Chriſt's door. I pity my adver- 


ſaries; | grudge not that my Lord keepeth them at their own fire- 


fide, and hath given me a borrowed bed, and a borrowed fire tide ; 


| let the good man of the houſe caſt a dog a bone! why ſhould I 


eff-nd ! I rejoice that the broken bark ſhall come to land, and that 


Chriſt will, on the ſhore, welcome the ſea-ſick paſſenger. We 


have need of a great ſtock againſt this day of trial that is coming: 

neither chaff nor corn ig Scotland, but ir ſhall once paſe through 
God's ſteve. Praiſe, praiſe, and pray for me; for I cannot forget 
you: I know you will be friendly to my afflicted brother, who is 
now embarked in the ſame cauſe with me; let him have your coun- 
fel and comforts. Remember my love in Chriſt to your wife ; her 
health is coming, and her ſalvation fleepeth not. Ye have the 


prayers and bleſſing of a priſoner in Chriſt : ſow faſt, deal bread. 


pleatifully ; the pantry door will be locked on the bairns, in ap- 
pearance, ere long. Grace, grace be with you, 
Aberdeen, March 7. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
I 637. | Te , 8. R. 
o „„ 


101. To his reverend and dear brother, Mr. R O B E R T 
OO THOU GLAS 


My very reverend and dear brother, 2 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to ſee you in pa- 
per. I cannot but write to you, that this which I now 


luffer for is Chriſt's truth; becauſe he hath been pleaſed to {cal 
my ſufferings with joy unſpeakable and glorious: I know he will 


not put his ſeal upou blank paper; Chriſt hath not dumb teals, 
neither will he be witneſs to a lie. 1 beleech you, my dear bro- 


ther, help me to praiſe, and to lift Chriſt upou his throne, above 


the lliclds of the earth, I am Valtoniſned and confcunded at the 
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union and communion. This is his truth, I am fully perſuaded, 
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greatneſs of his kindneſs to ſuch a ſinner. I know, Chriſt and 1 
hall never be even, I ſhall die in his debt: he hath left an arrow 
zu my heart that paineth me for want of real poſſeſſion; and hell 
cannot quench this coal of God's kindling. 1 with no man flan- 
der Chriſt or his croſs for my cauſe; for I have much cauſe to 
| tpzak much good of him: he hath brought me to a nick and de- 
gree of communion with himſelf that J knew not before. The 
din and gloom of our Lord's croſs is more fearful and hard than 
he croſs itſelf. He taketh the bairns in his arms, when they 
come to a deep water; at leaſt when they loſe ground, and are 
put to ſwim, then his hand is under their chin. Let me be help- 
ed by your prayers, and remember my. love to your kind wife. 
Grace be with you, 
Aberdeen, March 7s Your brother and CGhrift's 


31637 © aha 8. R. 
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102. T6 his loving friend JOHN H EN D ERSON. 


Loving friend, | | ; 
( * Ontinue in the love of Chriſt, and the doctrine which I 

wid taught you faithfaily and painfully, according to my mea- 
{ure. I am free of your blood. Fear the dreadful name of God. 
Keep in mind the examinations which 1 taught you, and love the 
truth of God. Death, as faſt as time flieth, chaſeth you out of 
this life: it is poſſible, ye make your reckoning with your Judge 
before I ſee you; let ſalvation be your care night and day, and ſet 
aſide hours and times of the day for prayer. I rejoice to hear that 
there is a prayer in your houſe: ſee that your ſervants keep the 
| Lord's day. This dirt and god of clay, I mean the vain world, 
not worth the ſeeking. An hireling- paſtor is to be thruſt in 
don you, in the room to which I have Chriſt's warrant and right: 
end to your libertics, for the word of God alloweth you a vote 
„ chuſing your paſtor, What I write to you I write to your 
WO commend me heartily to her. The grace of God be with 


| 4 erdeen, March 14. Your loving friend and 
1637. paſtor, 
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I ſreverend and dear brother, 

Hear ye bear the marks of Chriſt's dying about with you, and 
that your brethren have caſt you out for your Maſter's fake : 
t us Wait on till the evening, and till our reckoning in black 
1 ad white come before our Maſter; Brother, ſince we muſt have 


4297! if 1t0yble us, I love a raging devil belt: our Lord know 
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Epilt. 204. LETTERS. 1 
eth what ſort of devil we have need of: it is beſt Satan be in his 
own ſkin, and look like himſelf; Chriſt weeping looking like 
himſelf alſo alſo, with whom Scribes and Phariſees were at yea 
and nay, and ſharp contradiction. Ye have heard of the pati- 
ence of Job; when he lay in the aſhes God was with him, claw- 
ing and curing his ſcabs, and letting out his boils, comforting 
his ſoul; and he took him up at laſt, That God is not dead; 

yet he will ſtop and take up fallen bairns; many broken legs fince 
Adam's days hath he ſpelked, and many weary hearts hath he re- 

freſhed, bleſs him for comfort : Why ? None cometh down from: 
David's well; let us go amang the reſt, and caſt dry our toom 


buckets into Chriſt's ocean, and ſuch dia out of him: w- 


are not ſo ſore ſtricken, but we may fill Chriſt's hall with weep 
ing: we have not gotten our anſwer from him yet: let us lay up 
our broken pleas to a full ſea, and keep them till the day oi 
Chriſt's coming ; we and this world will not be even till then: 
they would take our garment from us; but let us hold, and them 


draw, Brother, it is a ſtrange world, if we laugh not; I never 


ſaw the like of it, if there be not paiks the man, for this contempt 
done to the Son of God? We muſt do as thoſe who keep the bloo- 
dy napkin to the bailie, and let him ſce blood: we muſt keep oui 
wrongs to our Judge, and let him ſce our bluddered and foul fa- 
ces: priſoners of hope muſt run to Chriſt, with the gutters the! 
tears have made on their checks. Brother, for myſelf, I ar 
Chriſt's dawted one for the preſent ; and I live upon no deaf nut. 
(as we uſe to ſpeak) he hath opened fountains to me in the wilder - 
nels. Go, look to my Lord Jeſus; his love to me is ſuch, th. 


| 1 defy the world to find cither brim or bottom in it. Grace b. 


with you. 
Aberdeen, March 13. Your brother in his beet Lord 
1637. | EE 10 . 
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104. To the Loy ROBERTLAND. 


N. ihreſs, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I ſha} be 954 to heat 
that your ſoul proſpereth, and that fruit groweth upon yor, 

after the Lord's husbandry and pains in his rod, that hath ni 
been a ſtranger to you from your youth. It is the Lord's kinc 
nels that he will take the ſcum off us in the fire; who knowe! |: 
how needful winnowing is to Us, and what drofs we muſt Want, 
ere we enter into the kingdom of God? So narrow is the entry 
to heaven, that our knots, our bunches, and lumps of pride, and 
felt. love, and idol- love, and world love muſt be hamme: cd off us, 
that we may throng in, ſtooping low, and creeping through thay 
barrow and thorny entry. And now, for myſelf, I tind it the 
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1 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 101, 
moſt ſweet and heavenly life, to take up houſe and dwelling at 
Chriſt's fire-ſide, and ſet down my tent upon Chriſt, that foun- 
dation-ſtone, who is ſure and faithful ground, and hard under- 
foot. Oh! if I could win to it, and proclaim myſelf not the wold's 
debtor, nor a lover obliged to it; and that I mind not to hire or 
bud this world's love any longer; but defy the kindneſs and feud 
of God's whole creation whatſomever; eſpecially the lower vault 
and clay-part of God's creatures, this vain earth : for what hold 
T of this world? a borrowed lodging, and ſome years houſe room, 
and bread, and water, and fire, and bed, and candle, &c. are 
all a part of the penſion of my King and Lord, to whem I owe 
thanks, and not to a creature. I thank God, that God is God, 
and Chriſt is Chriſt, and the earth the earth, and the devil the 
devil, and the world the world, and that fin 1s fin, and that e- 
very thing is what it is: becauſe he hath taught me in my wilder. 
neſs not to ſhufle my Lord Jeſus, nor to intermix him with crea- 
ture vanities, nor to ſpin or twine Chriſt or his ſweet love in one 
web, or in one thread with the world and the things thereof, 
Oh if I could hold and keep Chriſt all alone, and mix him with no- 
thing! O if I could cry down the price and weight of my curſed 
elf, and cry up the price of Chriſt, and double, and triple, and 
augment and heighten to millions the price and worth of Chriſt ! 
I am (if I durſt ſpeak fo, and might lawfully complain) ſo hun- 
geredly tutored by Chriſt Jeſus, my liberal Lord, that his nice 
love, which my foul would be in hands with, flieth me; and yet 
Jam trained on to love him, and luſt, and long, and die for his i 
love, whom I cannot fee. It is a wonder, to pine 2way with love 
for a covered and hid lover, and to be hungered with his love, ſo 
as a poor foul cannot get his fill of hunger for Chriſt; it is hard 
to be hungered of hunger, whereof ſuch abundance for other 
things is in the world: but ſure if we were tutors, and ſtewards, 
and maſters, and lord- carvers of Chriſt's love, we ſhould be more 
lean, and worſe fed than we are: our meat doth us the more 
good that Chriſt keepeth the keys, and that the wind and the air 
of Chriſt's ſweet breathing, and of the influence of his Spirit, is 
locked up in the hands of the good pleaſure of him who bloweth 
where he liſteth. I ſee there is a fort of impatient patience re- 
quired in the want of Chriſt, as to his manifeſtations and waſting 
on ; they thrive who wait on his love, and the blowing of it, and 
the turning of his gracious wind; and they thrive who in that on- 
waiting make haſte, and din, and much ado, for their loſt and 
hidden Lord Jeſus. However it be, God feed me with him any 
way, If he would come in, I ſhall not diſpute the matter where 
he got a hole, or how he opened the lock; I ſhould be content, 
that Chriſt and I met, ſuppoſe he ſhould ſtand on the other {ide 
of hell's lake, and cry to me, Either put in your foot and come 
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| ther's image in us, and make us meet for glory. Pray for mc | 
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forget not you) that our Lord would be plraſed to lend me houſe- 


Aberdeen, Jan. 4. 
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through, elſe ye ſhall not have me at all. But what fools are we, 
in the taking up of him and of his dealing! He hath a gait of his 
own, beyond the thoughts of men, that no foot has ſkill to fol. 
low him: but we are ſtill ill ſcholars, and will go in at heaven's 


gates, wanting the half of our leſſon, and ſhall ſtill be bairns ſo 


long as we are under time's hands, and till eternity cauſe a ſun to 
ariſe in our ſouls that ſhall give us wit. We may fee how we fpill 
and mar our own fair heaven and our ſalvation, and how Chrift 
is every day putting in one bone or other, in thoſe fallen ſouls of 


ours, in the right place again; and that in this fide of the new ]-- 


ruſalem we ſhall {till have need of forgiving and healing. I find 
croſſes Chriſt's carved work, that he marketh out for us; and 


| that with croſſes he figureth and pourtrayeth us to his own imag-, 
cutting away pieces of our ill and corruption: Lord cut, Lord 
carve, Lord wound, Lord do any thing that may perfect the Fa- 


F. 
1 


room, to preach his righteouſneſs, and tell whatT have heard and 
ſeen of him. Forget not Zion, that is now in Chriſt's calms anc 
in his forge: God bring her out new work. Grace, grace be 
with you, | | : 
| Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. — . 
105. To the Earl f CASSILS. 


Right honourable, and my very good Lerl. 

"NY Race, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip. I hope you 
I Lordſhip will be pleaſed to pardon my boldneſs, it (upon 
report of your zealous and forward mind, that I hear our Lord 
hath given you in this his honourable cauſe, when Chriſt and his 
goſpel are ſo foully wronged) I ſpeak to your Lordſhip in paper, 
entreating your Lordſhip to go on in the ſtrength of the Lord, 
toward, and againſt a ſtorm of Antichriſtian wind. that bloweth 
upon the face of this your poor mother-church, Chriſt's lilly a- 
mongſt the thorns, It is your Lordſhip's glory and happineſs, 
when ye ſee ſuch a blow coming upon Chriſt, to caſt up your arms 


to prevent it: neither is it a cauſe that necdeth to bluſh before 


the ſun, or to flee the ſentence or cenſure of impartial beholders, 
ſeeing the queſtion indeed (if it were rightly ſtated) is about the 
preropative-royal of our princely and royal Lawgiver, our Lord 
Jeſus, whoſe ancient march-ſtones and land-bounds our baſtard- 


lords, the earthly generation of tyrannizing prelates, have boldly 


and ſhamefully removed : and they who have but halt an eye, may 
lee, that it is the greedy deſires of time-idolizing Demas's, and 
the itching ſcab of ambitious and climbing Diotrephes (who love 


U 2 the 
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the goat's life, to climb till they cannot find a way to ſet their 
ſouls on ground again) that hath made ſuch a wide breach in our 
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Zion's beautiful walls: and theſe are the men who ſeek no hire 
for the crecitying of Chriſt, but his coat. 


not Chriſt buried in this land, his prophets hidden in caves, ſi- 
| lenced, baniſhed and impriſoned; truth weeping in ſackcloth be- 
fore the judges, parliament, and the rulers of the land? But her 
bill is caſt by them, and holineſs hideth itſelf, fearing the ſtreets, 
for the reproaches and per fecution of men; juſtice i is fallen aſwoon 
in the gate, and the long ſhadows of the evening are ſtretched out 
upon us; Wo, wo to us, for our day flicth away; what remain- 
eth, but that Antichriſt ſet down his tent in the midſt of us, ex- 
cept your Lordſhip, and others with you, read Chriſt's ſupplica- 
tion, and give him that which the moſt lewd and ſcandalous wretch- 
es in this land may have before a judge, even the poor man's due, 
law and jultice for God's fake ? O therefore, my noble and dear 
Lord, as ye have begun go on, in the mighty power and ſtrength 
of the Lord, to cauſe our Lord, in his goſpel and aflifted mem- 
bers, laugh, and caufe the Chriſtian churches (whoſe eyes are all 
now upon you) to {ing for joy when Scotland's moon ſhall ſhine 
Hike the light of the ſun, and the ſun like the light of ſeven days in 
one: ye can do no leſs than run, and bear up the head of your dy- 
ing and ſwooning mother- church, and plead for the production 
of her ancient charters. They bold out and put out, they hold 
in, and bring in at their pleaſure, men in God's houſe: ; they 
ftole the keys. from Chriſt and his church, and came in like the 
thick and the robber, not by the door, Chriſt; and now their 
ſong is, Authority, authority, obedience to church, governors. 


When fuch a baſtard, and lawleſs pretended ſtep dame as our pre- 


lates is gone mad, it is your place, who are the nobles, 
and bind them; 
are, who puſh all who oppoſe themſelves to their domination. 
Alas! what have we loft, ſince prelates were made maſter-coiners, 
to change our gold into br: is, and to mix the Lord's wine with 
their water? Bleſſed for ever ſhall ye be of the Lord, if ye help 
_ Chriſt againſt the mighty, and ſhall dchver the Bock of God, ſcat- 
tered upon the mountains, in the dark and cloudy day, out of 
the hands of theſe idol ſhepherds. Fear not men that hall be 
moch eaten clay, that ſnall be rolled up in a chelt, and caſten un- 
der the earth: let the Holy One of Iſracl be your fear, and be 
couragious for the Lord and his truth. Remember your accounts 
are coming upon you with wings, as faſt as time poſteth; 
remember what peace with God in Chrift, an the pre 
lence of the Son of God, the revealed and felt ſweetneſs of 0 
| ov; 
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and ye ſhall take good- night at time, and this little ſhepherd” 


| tent of clay, this inns of a borrowed earth. I hope your Lordſhip 


is now and then ſending out thoughts to view this world's naugh- 


tineſs and vanity, and the hoped for glory of the life to come; and 
that ye reſolve that Chriſt ſhall have 2 and all yours, at 
pel. Thus, truſting your 


command, for him, his honour and go 
Lordſhip will pardon my boldneſs, I pray, that the only wiſe God, 


the very God of Peace, may preſerve, ſtrengthen, and eſtablich 


you to the end, 
Aberdeen, 1637. Your Lerdſtip's in all command 
| | ard obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 


106. Te the Lady ROWLAND. 


Madam, 
T7 not le Tam bold in Chriſt to ff peak to your 
Lad yſhip i in paper. I rcjoice in our Lord Jeſus on your be- 
half, that it hath pleaſed him (whoſe love to you is as old as him- 
ſelf) to manifeſt the favour of his love in Chriſt Jeſus to your ſoul, 
in the revelation of his will and mind to you, now when ſo many 
are ſhut up in unbelief. O the ſweet change ye have made, in 


leaving the black kingdom of this world and fin, and coming o- 


ver to our Bridegroom's new kingdom, to know, and to betaken 
with the love of the beautiful Son of God. I beſeech you, Ma- 
dam, in the Lord, make now ſure work, and ſee that the old 
houſe be caſted down, and razed from the foundation, and that 
the new building of your ſoul be of Chriſt's own laying ; for then 
wind and ſtorm ſhall neither looſe it, nor ſhake it aſunder. Ma- 
ny now take Chriſt by gueſs : be ſure that it be he, and only he, 
whom ye have met with : his ſweet ſmell, his lovely voice, his 
fair face, his ſweet working in the ſoul, will not lye; they 
will ſoon tell if it be Chriſt indeed ; (and 1 think your love to the 
ſaints ſpeaketh that it is he) and therefore ſay, be ſure that we 
take Chriſt himſelf, and take him with his Father's bleſſing: his 
Father alloweth him well upon you, your lines are well fallen, it 


could not have been better, nor ſo well with you, if they had 
not fallen in theſe places; in heaven, or out of heaven, there is 


nothing better, nothing To ſweet and excellent as the thing ye have 
lighted on, and therefore hold you with Chiift : joy, much joy 
may ye have of him : but take his croſs with himſelf chearfully: 
Chriſt and his croſs are not ſeparable in this life, howbeit Chriſt 
and his croſs part at heaven's door, for there is no houle-room for 


croſſes in heaven: one tear, one ſigh, one {ad heart, one fear, ons 


loſs, or thought of trouble cannot fad vdging there; they are 
but the marks of our Lord Jeſus down in this wide inn, and 
ſtormy 


{i 
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vow I miſs nothing fo much as faith. Hunger in me runneth to 
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ſtormy country, on this ſide of death: ſorrow and the ſaints are 


not married together; or, ſuppoſe it were ſo, heaven ſhall make 


a divorce. I find his [ſweet preſence eateth out the bitterneſs of 
ſorrow and ſnffering. I think it a ſweet thing, that Chriſt faith 
of my croſs, half- mine: and that he divideth theſe ſufferings with 
me, and taketh the largeſt ſhare to himſelf; nay, that I and my 
hole croſs are wholly Chriſt's. O what portion is Chriſt! O 
gat the faints would dig deeper in the treaſures of his wiſdom and 


_ excellency ! Thus recommending your Ladyſhip to the good will 


22d tender mercies of our Lord, I reſt. 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Nur Ladyſhip's in his ſweet 
1637. 5 Tord Jefus, 8. R. 
107. 79 ROBERT GORDON of Anckbrex. 


y very worthy and dear friend, 1 5 
68 mercy and peace be to you. Though all Galloway 
| ſhould have forgotten me. I would have expected a let- 
er from you ere now: but I will not expound it to be forgetful- 
neſs of me. Now, my dear brother, I cannot ſhew you how 
matters go betwixt Chriſt and me: I find my Lord going and 
coming ſeven times a day: his viſits are ſhort; but they are 
both frequent and ſweet. I dare not for my life think of a chal- 
!-nge of my Lord: I hear ill tales, and hard reports of Chriſt, 
from the tempter and my fleſh; but love believeth no evil: I 
may ſwear that they are liars, and that apprehenſions make lies 
of Chriſt's honeſt and unalterable love to me. I dare not fay, 
that I am a dry tree, or that I have no room at all in the vineyard; 
hut yet I often think, that the ſparrows are bleſſed, who may 
reſort to the houſe of God in Anwoth, from which I am bani- 
ned. Temptations, that I ſuppoſed to be ſtricken dead, and 
jaid upon their back, riſe again and revive upon me; yea, I ſee, 
that, while I live, temptations will not die: the devil ſeemeth to 
brag and boaſt as much, as if he had more court with Chriſt than 
have; and as if he had charmed and blaſted my miniſtry, that 


I thall do no more good in public; but his wind ſhaketh no corn. 


vill not believe Chriſt would have made ſuch a mint to have me 
to himſelf, and have taken ſo much pains upon me, as he hath 
done; nay, ſince I came to Aberdeen, I have been taken up to 
ic2 the new land, the fair palace of the Lamb: and will Chriſt 


bet me fee heaven to break my heart, and never gave it to me? 


{ ſhall not think my Lord Jeſus giveth a dumb earneſt, or putteth 
his ſeals to blank paper, or intendeth to put me off with fair and 


 talſe promiſes: I ſee that now, which I never ſaw well before; 


. I ſce faith's neceſſity in a fair day is never known aright ; but 


fair 
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fair and ſweet promiſes; but when I come, 1 am like a hungry 


man that wanteth teeth, or a weak ſtomach have a ſharp appe- 
tite, that is filled with the very ſight of meat, or like one ſtupi- 


fied with cold under the water, that would fain come to land, 


but cannot grip any thing caſten to him: I can let Chriſt grip 


me, but I cannot grip him. I love to be kiſſed, and to fir on 


Chriſt's knee, but I cannot ſet my feet to the ground, for afflic- 
tions bring the cramp upon my faith. All I now do, is, to hold 


out a lame faith to Chriſt, like a beggar holding our a ſtump, in- 


ſtead of an arm or leg, and crying, Lord Jeſus, work a miracle. 
O what would I give to have hands and arms, to prip ſtrongly, 
and fold heartſomely about Chriſt's neck, and to have my claim 
made good with real poſſeſſion! I think my love to Chriſt hath 
feet abundance, and runneth ſwiftly to be at him, but it wanteth 
hands and fingers to apprehend him. I think, I would give 
Chriſt every morning my bleſſing, to have as much faith as Thave 


love and hunger; atleaſt, I miſs faith more than love and hun- 


ger. 2, I ſee mortification, and to be crucified to the world, is 
not ſo highly accounted of by us, as it ſhould be. O how hea- 
venly a thing is it to be dead, dumb, and deaf to this world's ſweet 
muſic! I confeſs it pleaſed his Majeſty, to make me laugh at 
children, who are wooing this world for their match: I ſee men 
lying about the world as nobles about a king's court; and I won- 


der what they are all doing there: as I am at this preſent, I 


would ſcorn to court ſuch a feckleſs and petty princeſs, or buy 
this world's kindneſs with a bow of my knee. I fcarce now ei- 
ther hear or ſee what it is that this world offereth me; I know it 
is little it ca take from me, and as little it can give me. I recom- 
mend mortification to you above any thing: for alas, we but 


' chaſe feathers flying in the air, and tire our own ſpirits, for the 


froth and over-guitded clay of a dying life: one fight of what 
my Lord hath let me ſee within this ſhort time, is worth a world 
of worlds, 3. I thought courage in the time of trouble for 
Chriſt's ſake, a thing that I might take up at my foot; I thought 
the very remembrance of the honeſty of the cauſe would be enough; 
but I was a fool in fo thinking: I have much ado now, to win 
to one ſmile; but I ſee joy groweth up in heaven, and it is above 


our ſhort arm: Chriſt will be ſteward and diſpenſer himſelf, and 


none elſe but he: therefore, now, I count much of one drahm- 
weight of ſpiritual joy; one ſmile of Chriſt's face is now to me 
as a kingdom, and yer he is no niggard to me of comforts : tru- 
ly, I have no cauſe to fay, that I am pinched with penury, or that 


the conſolations of Chriſt are dried up; for he hath poured down 


rivers upon a dry wilderneſs, the like of me, to my admiration : 


and in my very ſwoonings, he holdeth up my head, and ſtayeth 5 
me with flaggons of wine, and comforteth me with apples: my 


houſe 
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aud bed are ſtrowed with kiſſes of love. Praiſe, praiſe with me. 
(if ye and I betwixt us could lift up Chriſt upon his throne, how- 

>cit all Scotland ſhould caſt him down to the ground! My bro- 


bher's cafe toucheth me near: I hope ye will be kind to him, and 


ye him your beſt counſel. Remember my love to your brother, 
*© your wife and G. M. deſire him to be faithful, and repent of 
his hypocriſy; and ſay, that I wrote it to you : 1 wiſh him fal- 
ation. Write to me your mind anent C. E. and C T. and their 
wives, and I. G. or any others in my pariſh : I fear I am forgot- 
ten amongſt them; but I cannot forget them. The priſoner's 
prayers and bleſſing come n 708. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. Feb. g. Your brother in the Lord 
1033; - „ 0. 
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108. To my Lird BALMERINOCH. 
My very noble and truly honourable Lord, 


1 Make bold to write news to your Lordlhip from my priſon, . 


though your Lordſhip have experience more than I can have. 

at my firſt entry here, I was not a little caſten down with chall-n- 
ges, for old unrepented-of ſins: and Satan and my own apprehen- 
ons made a lie of Chriſt, that he had caſten a dry withered tree 
over the dike of the vineyard; but it was my folly ; bleſſed be 
nis great name, the fire cannot burn the dry tree: he is plc aſed 
now to feaſt the exiled priſoner with his lovely preſence; for it 
ſulteth Chriſt well to be kind, and he dineth and fuppeth with 
uch a ſinner as I am. Tam in Chriſt's tutor ing here; he hath 
wade me content with a borrowed fire ſide, and it caſieth as much 
eat as mine own : I want nothing at Il, but real poſſeſſion of 
pins, ; and he hath givin me a pawn of chat alſo, which I hope 
keep till he come himſelf to looſe the pawn. I cannot get help 
„ praiſe his high name: he hath made mea king over my loſſes, 
.inpriſfonment, baniſkment, and only my dumb ſabbaths ſtick in 
my throat; but I forgive Chriſt's witdom in that; I dare not 
{1y one word, he hath done it, and I will lay my hand upon my 


mouth; if any other had done it to me, I could not have born 


it, Now, my Lord, I muſt tell your Lordſhip, that I would not 
vive a drink of cold water for this clay-idol, this plaiſtered world. 
{ teſtify, and give it under mine own hand, that Chriſt is moſt 

worthy to be ſuffered for. Our lazy fleſh (which would have 
Ohriſt to cry down croſſes by open proclamation) hath but raiſed 
4 flander upon the croſs of Chriſt, My Lord, I hope ye will not 
torg-t what he hath done for your ſoul: I think ye are in Chriſt's 
-2unt-book, as his obliged debtor. Grace, grace be with your 

tpirit. = 

| Herd. March 13. | Your Lordſhip” 5 obliged 
1636. ſferuant, S. R. 
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109. To ALEXANDER GORDON Knoch gray. 
Dear brother, _ . vi 
Face, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how you | 
= ſou] proſpereth : I expected letters from you ere now As 
| for myſelf, I am here in good caſe, well feaſted with a great King: 1 
at my firſt coming here, I was that bold, as to take up a jealouſy N 
| of Chriſt's love; I ſaid ] was caſt over the dike of the Lord's _ 
| vineyard, as a dry tree; but 1 fee, if I had been a withered 
| branch, the fire would have burnt me long ere now: bleſſed be _ 
his high name, who hath kept fap in the dry tree; and now, as | 
if Chriſt had done the wrong, he hath made the amends, and 
| hath miſkent my ravings; (for a may under the water cannot 
| well command his wit, far leſs his faith and love) becauſe it ws 
2 fever, my Lord Jeſus forgave me that, amongſt the reſt: he 
knoweth, in our afflictions, we can find a {pot in the faireſt face 
that ever was, even in Chriſt's face. I would not have believed : 
that a gloom ſhould have made me to miſken my old Maſter ; bu: 4 
we muſt be whiles fick : ſickneſs is but kindly to both faith and | 
love. But O how exceedingly is a poor dawted priſoner obliged 
to ſweet Jeſus! My tears are ſweeter to me, than the laughter | 
of the fourteen prelates to them; the worſt of Chriſt, even his | 
chaff, is better than the world's corn. Dear brother, I beſecch 4 
| you, I charge you, in the name and authority of the Son of God 0 | 
help me to praife his highneſs; and I charge you alſo, to tell al: 0 
your acquaintance, that my Maſter may get many thanks. Oit | 
my hairs, all my members, and all my bones, were well tuneg # 
tongues, to ſing the high praiſes of my great and glorious King F 
Help me to lift Chriſt up upon his throne, and to lift him vp a- 
bove all the thrones of the clay-kings, the dying ſcepter bearer: 
of this world. The priſoner's bleſſing, the bleſſing of him that 
was ſeparated from his brethren, be upon them all, who will lend 
me a lift in this work. Shew this to that people with you to 
whom ſometimes I preached. Brother, my Lord hath brought 
me to this, that I will not flatter the world for a drink of water. 
am no debtor to clay; Chrift hath made me dead to hat: I 
now wonder, that ever I was ſuch a child long ſince, as to beg at 
ſuch beggars ! fy upon us, who woo ſuch a black ſkinned harlot, 
when we may get ſuch a fair, fair match in heaven. Oh that 
could give up with this clay-idol, this maſked, painted, dirt, 
that Adam's ſons adore | we make an idol of our will; as man 
luſts in us, as many gods, we are all god- makers: wear like © 
loſe Chriſt, the true God, in the throng of theſe new and falle 
ir W gods. Scotland hath caſt her crown off her head; the virgin 
daughter hath loſt her garland: wo, wo to our harlot- mother 
d WI our diy is coming, a time when women {hall with they had bee: 
X. * X | : C :!\dlet: 
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childleſs, and fathers ſhall bleſs miſcarrying wombs and dry breaſts: 
wany houſes great and fair ſhall be defolate. This kirk ſhall ſit 
On the ground all the night, and the tears ſhall run down her 
Cheeks: the ſun hath gone down upon het prophets ; bleſſed are 
the priſoners of hope, who can run in to their ſtrong hold, and 
| hide themſelves for a little till the indignation be overpaſt. Com- 

mend me to your wife, your daughters, your ſon-in-law, and to 
A. T. Write to me the caſe of your kirk. Grace be with you, 


I am much moved for my brother; I intreat for your kindneſs | 


and counſel to him, 5 
Aberdeen, Feb. 23. Yours in his fwecet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


110. To my Lady MA RR younger. 


M very noble and dear Lady, | 5 

8 Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your Lady. 

II lhip's letter, which hath comforted my ſoul. God give you 
to find mercy in the day of Chriſt. I am in as good terms and 
court with Chrift, as an exiled oppreſſed priſoner of Chriſt can be; 
I am ſtill welcome to his houſe ; he knoweth my knock, and lei. 
teth in a poor friend. Under this black rough tree of the croſs of 
Chriſt, he hath raviſhed me with his love, and taken my heart to 
heaven with him; well and long may he bruik it. I would not 
niffer Chriſt with all the joys that man or angels can deviſe beſide 


him. Who hath fuch cauſe to ſpeak honourably of Chriſt as I 


have? Chriſt is king of all croſſes, and he hath made his ſaints 
little kings under bim, and he ean ride and triumph upon weak- 
er bodies than I am, (if any can be weaker) and his harſe will 
neither fall nor ſtumble. Madam, your Ladyſhip hath much ado 
with Chriſt, for your foul, husband, children, and houſe; let him 
find much employment for his calling with you; for he is ſucha 
friend as delighteth to be burdened with ſuits and employments; 
and the 'more ye lay on him, and the more homely ye be with him 
the more welcome. O the depth of Chriſt's love! It hath nei- 
ther brim nor bottom. O if this blind world ſaw his beauty! 

When I count with him for his mercies to me, I muſt ſtand ſtill 
and wonder, and go away as a poor dyvour who hath nothing 
to pay; free forgiveneſs is my payment. I would I could get 
him ſet on high; for his love hath made me ſick, and J die ex- 
cept I get real poſſeſſion, Grace be with you, 


| Aberd. March 1 * Tour Ladyſhip's at all obedience 


4637 in Chriſt, S. R. 
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111. To JAMES MACADAM. 

My very dear and worthy friend, 8 
Race, mercy and peace be io you: I long to hear of yonr 
growing in grace, and of your advancing in your journe» 


; to heaven: it. will be the joy of my heart, to hear that ye hold 


your face up the brae, and wade through tentations, without 
tearing what man can do. Chriſt ſhall, when he ariſeth, mow 


N down his enemies, and lay bulks (as they uſe to ſpeak) on the 


green, and fill the pits with dead bodies, Pſal. cx. 6. they (hall ly 
like handfuls of withered hay, when he ariſeth to the prey. Sal 


vation, ſalvation, is the only neceſſary thing: this clay idol, th. 
| world, is not to be ſought; it is a morſel not for yon, but fo: 


hunger-bitten baſtards. Contend for ſalvation: your maſter 


| Chriſt won heaven with ſtrokes; it is a beſieged caſtle, it muſt bc 
taken with violence. Oh, this world thinketh heaven but at the 
| next door, and that godlineſs may ſleep in a bed of down, till i: 


come to heaven, but that will not do it. For myſelf, 1 am as we 


as Chriſt's priſoner can be; fr by him I am maſter and king of a. 
my croſſes; I am above the. priſon, and the laſh of mens tongues. 
| Chriſt triumpheth in me. I have been caſten down, and heavy 
Vith fears, and hunted with challenges: I was ſwimming in the 
| depths, but Chriſt had his hand under my chin all the time, ar. 
took good heed that I ſhould not loſe breath: and now I hav- 
gotten my feet again, and there are love-feaſts of joy, and ſpring - 


tides of conſolation betwixt Chriſt and me: we agree well; 


have court with him, 1 am ſtill welcome to his houſe. O my 

ſhort arms cannot fathom his love! I beſeech you, I charge you, 
| help me to praiſe. Ye have a priſoner's prayers, therefore forge: 
me not. [ deſire Sibilla to remember me dearly to all in that pa- 


riſh who know Chriſt, as if I had named them. Grace, gracet 
with you, Ce = 
Aberdeen, March 13. Yours in his fweet Lord 


1637. | 3 Jeſus, 8. R. 


..... ... 
112, To my very dear brother WILLIAM LIVINGSTON. 
My very dear brother, 


" Rejoice to hear that Chriſt hath run away with your young. 


love, and that ye are fo early in the morning matched with 
ſuch a Lord; for a young man is often a dreſſed lodging for the 
devil to dwell in. Be humble and thankful for grace, ad weigh 
it not ſo much by weight, as if it be true; Chriſt wil! not cal 
water on your ſmoaking coal, he never yet put out dia catule 
that was lighted at the ſun of righteouſneſs, I :ccomments * 
you prayer and watching over the fins of your youth; for 1 know 
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miſſive letters go between the devil and young blood; Satan hath 
a friend at court in the heart of youth; and there pride, luxury, 
luſt, revenge, forgetfulneſs of God, are hired as his agents. Hap. 
py is your foul, if Cbriſt man the houſe, and take the keys him. 
ſelf, and command all! (as it ſuiteth him full well, to rule all 
wherever he is:) keep him, and entertain Chriſt well, cherith his 
grace, blow upon your own coal, and let him tutor you. Now, 
for myſelf, know, 1 am fully agreed with my Lord : Chrift hath 
put the Father and me in others arms; many a ſweet bargain he 
made before, and he hath made this among the reſt. I rcign as 
king over my croſſes; I will not flatter a temptation, nor give the 
devil a good word; I defy hell's iron gates: God hath paſt over 
my quarrelling of him at my entry here, and now he feedeth and 
feaſteth with me: praiſe, praiſe with me; and let us exalt his 
name together. | | Fare, | 
Aberd, March 13. 1635. Your brother in Griſt, S. R. 
S * SOR CADDO .. ONES C 


113. 75 WILLIAM GORDON o White-park.. 


Myriby Sir, 5 50 | 5 
Race, mercy and peace be unto yon. I long to hear from 
you. I am here. the Lord's priſoner and patient, handled 
as ſoftly by my Phyſician, as if I were a ſick man under cure. [ 
was at hard terms with my Lord, and pleaded with him; but 
had the worſt ſide: it is a wonder he ſhould have ſuffered the like 

of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love, Chriſt, and to call << 
him a changed Lord who had forſaken me; but misbelief hath | 
never a good word to ſpeak of Chriſt, The droſs of my croſs ga- 


| thered a ſcum of fears in the fire, doubtings, impatience, unbe- | #7 
N lief, challenging of providence as ſleeping, and not regarding my] T! 
' forrow; but my goldfinith, Chriſt, was pleaſed to take off the | 1 


ſcum, and burn it in the fire. And, bleſſed be my finer, he hath | and 
made the metal better, and furniſhed new ſupply of grace to cauſe | wro 
me hold out weight; and I hope he hath not loſed one grain- | Chr 
weight, by burning his ſervant. Now his love in my heart calt- | und 
eth a mighty heat: he knoweth, that the deſire I have to be at | drof 
imſelf paineth me. I have ſick nights, and frequent fits of love- | that 
s for my Well beloved; nothing paineth me now but want | you 
of preſence: I think it long till day; I challenge time, as too | lies 
in its pace, that holdeth my only, only fair One, my Love, | and 
bee heloved, from me: O if we were together once! I am | Chr. 
aan old crazed ſhip that hath endured many ſtorms, and that | und 
would fain be in the lot of the ſhore, and feareth new ſtorms: I | Chri 
aud be that nigh heaven, that the ſhadow of it might break the | thre, 
of rhe ſtorm, and the crazed ſhip might win to land. My orh 
lun caſteth a heat of love and beam of light on my Ry that 
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My bleſſing thrice every day upon the ſweet croſs of Chriſt: I 
am not aſhamed of my garland, the baniſhed miniſter, (which is 
the term of Aberdeen :) love, love defieth reprobates; the love 
of Chriſt hath a corſlet of proof on it, and arrows will not draw 
blood of it: we are more than conquerors, through the blood 


of him that loved us, Rom. viii. the devil and the world they 


cannot wound the love of Chriſt, I am further from yielding to 

the courſe of defection, than when I came hither : ſufferings 
blunt not the fiery edge of love; caſt love in the floods of hell, 
it will ſwim above: it careth not for the world's buſked and 
plaiſtered offers. It hath pleaſed my Lord, fo to line my heart 
with the love of my Lord Jeſus, that, as if the field weraalready 
won, and I on the other ſide of time, I laugh at the world's gol- 
den pleaſures, and at this dirty idol, that the ſons of Adam wor- 
ſhip: this worm-eaten god is that which my foul hath fallen out 
of love with. Sir, ye were once my hearer : I deſire now to hear 
from you and your wife; I ſalute her and your children with 
bleſſings: I am glad, that ye are {till hand-feaſted with Chriſt : 
go on in your journey, and take the city by violence; keep your 
arments clean, be clean virgins to your huſband the Lamb: the 
world ſhall follow you to heaven's gates; and ye would not wiſh 
it to go in with you. Keep faſt Chriſt's love : pray for me, as 


I do for you; the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


Aberd. March 13. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
= OFF . fu, 8. R. 


114. To Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIE, 
Reverend and dear brother, N 
Received your letter. As for my caſe, brother, I bleſs his 
1 glorious name, my loſſes are my gain, my priſon a palace, 
and my ſadneſs joyfulneſs. At my firſt entry, my apprehen ſions 


| wrought ſo upon my croſs, that I became jealous of the love of 


Chriſt, as being by him thruſt out of the vineyard, and I was 
under great challenges (as ordinarily melted gold caſteth forth a 
droſſy ſcum, and Satan and our corruption form the firſt words 


that the heavy croſs ſpeaketh, and fay, God is angry, he loveth _ 


you not) but our apprehenſions are not canonical ; they dite 
lies of God and Chritt's love. But ſince my ſpirit was ſettled, 
and the clay fallen to the bottom of the well, I fee better what 
Chriſt was doing; and now my Lord is returned with ſalvation 
under his wings; now I want little of half a heaven, and I find 


_ Chriſt every day fo ſweet, comfortable, lovely, and kind, as 


three things only trouble me: 1. I ſee not how to be thankful, 
or how to get help to praiſe that royal King, who raiſeth up thoſe 
that are bowed down, 2. His love pineth me, and woundeth _ 
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miſſive letters go between the devil and young blood; Satan hath 
a friend at court in the heart of youth; and there pride, luxury, 
luſt, revenge, forgetfulneſs of God, are hired as his agents. Hap- 
py is your ſoul, if Cbriſt man the houſe, and take the keys him. 
ſelf, and command all! (as it ſuiteth him full well, to rule all 
wherever he is:) keep him, and entertain Chriſt well, cherith his 
grace, blow upon your own coal, and let him tutor you. Now, 
for myſelf, know, I am fully agreed with my Lord: Chrift hath 
put the Father and me in others arms; many a ſweet bargain he 
made before, and he hath made this among the reſt. I rcign as 
king over my croſſes; I will not flatter a temptation, nor give the 

devil a good word; I defy hell's iron gates: God hath paſt over 
my quarrelling of him at my entry here, and now he feedeth and 
feaſteth with me: praiſe, praiſe with me; and let us exalt his 
name together. FE LEY FL: 

Aberd. March 13. 1637. Your brother in Griſt, S. R. 


OCDCIOENDACHASOCEOCHEDODOOERIO CHICO ICE & 
113. T WILLIAM GORDON & Wite-park. 


Worthy Sir, | | 
Race, mercy and peace be nnto you. I long to hear from 
yon. I am here the Lord's priſoner and patient, handled 
as ſoftly by my Phyſician, as if I were a ſick man under cure. [ 
was at hard terms with my Lord, and pleaded with him; but 1 
had the worſt fide: it is a wonder he ſhould have ſuffered the like 
of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love, Chriſt, and to call 


him a changed Lord who had forſaken me; but misbelief hath 


never a good word to ſpeak of Chriſt, The droſs of my croſs ga- 
thered a ſcam of fears in the fire, doubtings, impatience, unbe- 
lief, challenging of providence as ſleeping, and uot regarding my 
ſorrow; but my goldſmith, Chriſt, was pleaſed to take off the 
ſcum, and burn it in the fire. And, bleſſed be my finer, he hath 
made the metal better, and furnithed new ſapply of grace to cauſe 
me hold out weight; and I hope he hath not loſed one grain- 
weight, by burning his ſervant. Now his love in my heart caſt- 
eth a mighty heat: he knoweth, 4hat the deſire I have to be at 
im ſelf paineth me. I have ſick nights, and frequent fits of love- 
es for my Well beloved; nothing paineth me now but want 
of preſence: I think it long till day; I challenge time, as too 
n its pace, that holdeth my only, only fair One, my Love, 
14 \Vell beloved, from me: O if we were together once! 1 am 
n old crazed ſhip that hath endured many ſtorms, and that 
would fain be in the lot of the ſhore, and feareth new ſtorms : I 
+0149 be chat nigh heaven, that the lhadow of it might break the 
of rhe ſtorm, and the crazed ſhip might win to land. My 
fun caſteth a heat of love and beam of light on my ſoul. 


* 2 My 


% d oO. S.- ao 


Aberd. March 13. Yours in his feweet Lord 


Epiſt. 114. LET ERS. 165 
My bleſſing thrice every day upon the ſweet croſs of Chriſt: I 
am not athamed of my garland, the baniſhed miniſter, (which is 
the term of Aberdeen :) love, love defieth reprobates; the love 
of Chriſt hath a corſlet of proof on it, and arrows will not draw 
blood of it: we are more than conquerors, through the blood 
of him that Joved us, Rom. viii. the devil and rhe world they 
cannot wound the love of Chriit, I am further from yielding to 
the courſe of defection, than when I came hither : tufferings 
blunt not the fiery edge of love; caſt love in the floods of hell, 
it will ſwim above: it careth not for the world's buſked and 
plaiſtered offers. It hath pleaſed my Lord, ſo to line my heart 
with the love of my Lord Jeſus, that, as if the field weraalready 


| won, and I on the other ſide of time, I laugh at the world's gol- 


den pleaſures, and at this dirty idol, that the ſons of Adam wor- 
ſhip : this worm-eaten god is that which my ſoul hath fallen out 
of love with. Sir, ye were once my hearer : I deſire now to hear 
from you and your wife; I falute her and your children with 
bleſſings : I am glad, that ye are {till hand-teaſted with Chriſt : 
go on in your journey, and take the city by violence; keep your 
garments clean, be clean virgins to your huſband the Lamb: the 
world (hall follow you to heaven's gates; and ye would not wiſh 
it to go in with you. Keep faſt Chriſt's love: pray for me, as 
do for you; the Lord Jetus be with your ſpirit. 1 85 

1637. | Jeſus, 8. R. 


114 To Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIE. 
Reverend and dear brother, | 


1133 your letter. As for my caſe, brother, I bleſs his 
glorious name, my loſſes are my gain, my priſon a palace, 


and my ſadneſs joyfulneſs. At my firſt entry, my apprehepſions 
wrought ſo upon my croſs, that I became jealous of the love of 


Chriſt, as being by him thruſt out of the vineyard, and I was 
under great challenges (as ordinarily melted gold caſteth forth a 
droſſy ſcum, and Satan and our corruption form the firſt words 
that the heavy croſs ſpeaketh, and ſay, God is angry, he loveth 
you not) but our apprehenſions are not canonical; they dite 
lies of God and Chriſt's love. But ſince my ſpirit was ſettled, 


and the clay fallen to the bottom of the well, I fee better what 


Chriſt was doing; and now my Lord is returned with ſalvation 
under his wings; now I want little of half a heaven, and I find 
Chriſt every day fo ſweet, comfortable, lovely, and kind, as 
three things only trouble me: 1. I ſee not how to be thankful, 
or how to get help to praiſe that royal King, who raiſeth up thoſe 
that are bowed down, 2. His love pineth me, and woundeth = 
my 
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my ſoul, ſo as 1 am in a fever for want of real preſence. 3. An 


exceſſive deſire to take inſtruments in God's name, that this is 
©briſt and his truth I now ſuffer for, yea, the apple of the eye 
of Chriſt's honour, even the ſovereignty and royal privileges of 
gur King and Law-giver, Chriſt: and therefore let no man ſear 
2; Chriſt's croſs, or raiſe an ill report upon him, or it; for he 
Heareth the ſafferer and it both. I am here troubled with the 
diſputes of the great doctors (eſpecially with D. B. in ceremonial 
d Arminian controverſies, for all are corrupt here) but, I 


bank God, with no detriment to the truth, or diſcredit to my 


11: ofeſſion. So then, I ſee that Chriſt can triumph in a weaker 

man than I; and who can be more weak? but his grace is ſuf- 

1c1ent for me. Brother, remember our old covenant, and pray 

for me, and write to me your caſe. The Lord Jeſus be with 

your ſpirit. | 

Aberdeen, March 13. Tours in his fweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 

115. To JOHN MEINE. 


Dear brether, | OT | Che 
(50% mercy and peace be unto you. I wonder ye ſent me 
not anſwer to my laſt letter, for I ſtand in need of it: I 
n in ſome piece of court with our great King, whoſe love 
would cauſe a dead man ſpeak and live: whether my court will 
-4atinue or not, I cannot well ſay; but I have his ear frequent- 


iv, and (to his glory only I ſpcak it) no penury of the love-kiſſes | 


ot the Son of God. He thinketh good to caſt apples to me in 
ny priſon to play withal, leſt I ſhould think long and faint; I 
malt give over all attempts to fathom the depth of his love: all 
an do is, but to ſtand beſide his great love, and look and 
onder. My debts of thankfulneſs affright me; I fear my credi- 
get a dyvour bill and ragged account. I would be much the 
enter of help; O for help! and that ye would take notice of 
ny caſe. Your not wriiing to me maketh me think, ye ſuppoſe 
dat J am not to be bemoaned, becauſe he iscomfortable ; but I 
ave pain in my unthankfulneſs, and pain in the feeling of his love, 
hile J am ſick again for real preſence, and real poſſeſſion of 
ariſt; yet there is no gouked (if I may ſo ipeak) nor fond love 
*2 Chriſt: he caſteth me down ſometimes for old faults; and I 
know he knoweth well, that ſweet comforts are ſwelling; and 
therefore ſorrow muſt make a vent to the wind. My dumb Sab- 
vaths are undercuttingwounds. The condition ofthis oppreſſed kirk 
aid my brother's caſe (1 thank you and your wife for your kind- 
nals to him) hold my ſore ſmarting, and keep my wounds bleed- 


: but the ground-work ſtandeth ſure, Pray for me. Ne 
e 


WS 
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be with you. Remember me to your wife. | 
Aberdeen, March 14, Fours in his feet Lord 

1037- 5 is, S. R. 


116. 70 Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 


| Reverend and dear brother, | | 
Bleſs you for your letter : it was a ſhower to the new-mown 
graſs. The Lord hath given you the tongue of the learned, 
be fruitful and hamble. It is poſſible ye come to my caſe, or the 
like; but the water is neither ſo deep, nor the ſtream fo ſtrong, 
as it is called. I think my fire is not ſo hot, my water dry land, 
my loſs rich loſs. O but the walls of my priſon be high, wide and 
large, and the place ſweet! no man knoweth it, no man, 1 ſay, 
knoweth it, (my dear brother) ſo well as he and I: no man can 


put it down in black and white as my Lord hath ſealed it in iny 


heart. My poor ſtock is grown fince I came to Aberdeen: and 


| if any had known the wrong I did, in being jealous of ſuch an 


honeſt love as Chriſt, who with-held not his love from me, they 
would think the more of it; but I fee, he muſt be above me in 

mercy: 1 will never ſtrive with him: to think to recompenſe 
him is folly. If I had as many angels tongues, as there have fal- 
len drops of rain ſince the creation, or as there are leaves of trees 
in all the foreſts of the earth, or ſtars in the heaven, to praiſe; 


pet my Lord Jeſus would ever be behind with me: we will; ne- 


ver get our accompts fitted; a pardon muſt cloſe the reckoning : 
for his comforts to me in this honourable cauſe have almolt put 
me beyond the bounds of modeſty ; howbeit I will not let every 
one know what is betwixt us. Love, love (I mean Chriſt's love) 
is the hotteſt coal that ever I felt: O but the ſmoke of it be hot! 
Caſt all the falt ſea on it, it will flame; hell cannot quench it: 
many, many waters will not quench love. Chriſt is turned over 
to his poor priſoner in a maſs and globe of love: I wonder he 
ſhould waſte ſo much love upon ſuch a waſter as I am : but he 
is no waſter, but abundant in mercy: he hath no niggard's alms, 
when he is pleaſed to give. O that I could invite ail the nation 
to love him! Free grace is an unknown thing : this world hath 
heard but a bare name of Chriſt, and no more: there are infinite 
plyes in his love, that the ſaints will never win to unfold; I 
would it were better known, and that Chriſt got more of his 
own due than he doth. Brother, ye have choſen the good part, 
who have taken part with Chriſt: ye will ſee him win the field, 
and ye ſhall ger part of the {potl when he divideth it. They are 
but fools who laugh at us: for they ſce but the backſide of the 
moon; yet our moon-light is better than their twelve hours ſun: 
we have gotten the new heavens, and, as a pledge of that, the 
Bridegroom's 
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Bridegroom's love ring: the children of the wedding · chamber 
ave cauſe to ſkip, and leap for joy; for the marriage ſupper is 
rawing nigh, and we find the four-hours ſweet and comfortable. 
Y time, be nor flow? O ſun, move ſpeedily and haſten our ban- 
quet! O Bridegroom, be like a roe, or a young hart upon the 
mountains! O Well-beloved, run faſt, that we may once meet! 
Brother, I contain myſelf, for want of time. Pray for me: 1 
nope to remember yon. The good will of him who dwelt in the 
buſh, the tender mercies of God in Chriſt, enrich you. Grace 
de with you. Ep 
Aberdeen, March 1 4. Yours in his fweet Lord 
1636. Feſus, S. R. 
117. To BET HAIA AIRD. 


Worthy ſiſter, | 7555 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you, I know ye deſire news 
8 from my priſon, and I ſhall ſhew you news. At my firſt en- 
try hither, Chriſt and I agreed not well upon it: the devil made 
2 plea in the houſe, and I laid the blame upon Chriſt; for my 
heart was fraught challenges, and I feared that I was an outcaſt, 
and that I was but a withered tree in the vineyard, and but held 
the ſun of the good plants, with my idle ſhadow, and therefore 
my Maſter hath given the evil fervant the fields to fend him. Old 
guiltineſs (as witneſs) ſaid, all is true: my apprehenſions were 
with child of faithleſs fears, and unbelief put a ſeal and amen to 
all. I thought myſelf in a hard caſe: ſome ſaid, I had cauſe to 
rejoice, that Chriſt had honoured me to be a witnefs for him; 
and J faid in my heart, Theſe are words of men, who ſee but 
mine out. ſide, and cannot tell if I be a falſe witneſs or not. If 
"hriſt had in this matter been as wilful and ſhort as I was, my 
taith had gone over the brae, and broken its neck; but we were 
ell met, a haſty fool, and a wile, patient and meek Saviour: 
took no law-advantage of my folly, but waited on till my ill 
blood was fallen, and my drumbled and troubled well began to 
ear; he was never a whit angry at the fever-ravings of a poor 
empted ſinner : but he mercifully forgave, and came (as it well 
decometh him) with grace and new comfort, to a ſinner who de 
erveth the contrary, And now he is content to kiſs my black 
nouth, to put his hand in mine, and to feed me with as many 
- onſolations, as would feed ten hungry ſouls! yet I dare: not 
iy, he is a waſter of comforts, for no leſs would have born me 
p; one grain-weight leſs would have caſten the balance. Now, 
ho is like to that royal King, crowned in Zion! Where will 1 
at a ſeat for royal Majeſty, to ſet him on? If I could ſet him 
far above the heaven as thouland thouſands of heights — 15 
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by men and angels, I would think him but too low, I pray you, 
for God's fake, my dear ſiſter, help me to pruiſe: his love hath 
neither brim nor bottom; his love is like bimiclf, it paſſeth all 
natural underſtanding : I go to fathom it with my arms, bat it 
is as if a child would take the globe of tea and land in hs two 
ſhort arms: bleſſed and holy is his name ! This mult be his truth 


1 now ſuffer for; for he would not laugh upon a lie, nor be wit- 


neſs with his comforts to a night dream. I iutreat tor your pray- 
ers; and the prayer and bleſſing of a priſoner of Chriſt be upon 
you. Grace be with you. 
averd, March 14. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
. Fejus, S. R. 
rr r! ED LP WP 


118. To R GORDON & Kucelgray. 


Dear brot her, | 

Have not leifure to write to you: Chriſt's ways were known 

to you, long before I (who am but a child) knew any thing 
of him. What wrong and violence the prelates may, by God's 
permiſſion, do unto you, for your trial, | know not; but this 
| know, that your ten days tribulation will end: contend to the 
laſt breath for Chriſt. Baniſhment out of theſe kingdoms is de- 
termined againſt me, as I hearz this land do nor bear me: I 
pray you, recommend my cafe and bonds to my brethren and 
ſiſters, with you; and I intruſt more of my ſpiritual com- 
fort to you and them, that way, my dear brother, than to 
many in this kingdom beſides. 1 hope ye will not be wanting to 
Chriſt's priſoner. Fear nothing, for I allure you, Alexander 
Gordon of Knockgray ſhall win away, and get his foul for a prey; 
aud what can he then want that is worth the having? Your friends 
are cold (as ye write) and fo are theſe, in whom I truſted much: 
our huſband doth well in breaking our idols in pieces: dry wells 
ſend us to the fountain. My lite is not dear io me, ſo being ! 
may fulfil my courſe with joy. I fear you mult remove, if your 
vewhireling will not bear your diſcountenancing of him; for the 
prelate is afraid Chriſt get you, and that be hath no wil! of. 
Grace be with you. 

Aberd. 1647. Tours in his feet 4 and Maſter, S. R. 70 
Sb — I date ped pen» 


119. 70 JOHN FLEMING, Bailie of Leith. 


 Wirthy and dearly beloved in cur Lord, 5 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I received your letter: 
[ wiſh I could fſatisty your defires, in drawing up, and 
framing for you a Chriſtian direction: but the learned have done 
it before me, more judiciouſſy than I can ; eſpecially Mr. Radg- 
ers, Greenham, and Perkins: notwichſtandipg, I fiat he _ 
N 1 | What 


_ 
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what I would have been at myſelf (howbeit I came always ſhort 
of my purpoſe.) 1. That hours of the day, leſs or more time, 
for the word and prayer, be piven to God, not ſparing the twelfth 
hour or mid-day, howbeit it ſhould then be the ſhorter time. 2, 
In the midſt of worldly employments, there would be ſome 
thoughts of ſin, judgment, death and eternity, with a word or 
two of cjaculatory prayer (at leaſt) to God. 3. To beware of wan- 
dering of heart, in private prayers. 4. Not to grudge, howbeit ye 
come from prayer without ſenſe of joy: down-caſting, ſenſe of 
guiltineſs, and hunger is often belt for us. 5. That the Lord's 
day, from morning to night, be ſpent always, either in private 
or publick worſhip, 6. That words be obſerved, wandering 
and idle thoughts be avoided, ſudden anger and deſire of re- 
venge, even of ſuch as pe! lecute the truth, be guarded againſt; 
for we often m our zeal with our wild fire. 7. That known, 
diſcovered and revealed fins, that are againſt the conſcience be 
iſſued, as moſt dangerous preparatives to hardneſs of heart. 8, 
That in dealing with men, faith and truth in covenants and traf- 
licking be regarded, that we deal with all men in ſincerity, that 
conſcience be made of idle and lying words; and that our carriage 
be ſuch, as that they who fee it may ſpeak honovrably of eur 
ſweet Maſter and profeſſion. 9. I have been much challenged, 
1. For not referring all to God, as the laſt end; that I do 
not eat, drink, ſleep, journey, ſpeak and think for God. 2; 
That I have not benefited by good company; and that I left not 
ſome word of conviction, even upon natural and wicked men, as 
by reproving {wearing in them, or becauſe of being a filent wit- 
neſs to their looſe carriage, and becauſe I intended not in all com- 
panies todo good. 3. That the woes and calamities of che kirk, 
and particular proic{lors, have not moved me. 4. That at the read- 
ing of the life of David, Paul, and the like, when it humbled me, 
1 (coming ſo far ſhort of their holineſs) Jaboured not to imitate 
them, afar off at leaſt, according to the meaſure of God's grace. 
5. That unrepented fins of youth were not looked to, and la- 
mented for. 6. That tudden ſtirrings of pride, luſt, reven; 90 
love of honours, were not relifted and mourned for, 7. Tha 
my charity was cold. &. That che <xperiences I had, of Cod: 
| hearing me in this and the other particular, being gathered, yet 
in a new trouble I had always (once at leaſt) my faith to ſeek, as 


if I were to begin at A, B, C. again. 9g, That I have not more 


boldly contradicted the encmics, ſpeaking againſt the truth, ei- 
ther in public church meetings, or at tables, or ordinary confer- 


ence. 10, That in great troubles, I have received falle reports 


of Chriſt's love, and misbelieved him! in his chaſtening; where- 
as the event hath faid, All was in mercy, 11. Nothing more 
| moveth 
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mocveth me, and weigbteth my ſoul, than that T could never {or 


my heart, in my proſperity, ſo wreſtle | in prayer with God, po 
be ſo dead to the world, ſo hungry and ſick of love for Chriſt, o 
heavenly- minded, as when ten ſtone weight of a heavy croſs was 
upon me. 12. That the croſs extorted vows of new obedience, 
which eaſe hath blown away, as chaff before the wind. 13. 


That practice was ſo ſhort and narrow, and light ſo long and 


brave 14. That death hath not been often meditated upon. 
That I have not been careful of gaining others to Chriſt. 16. 
That mygrace and gifts bring forth little or no thankfulneſs. There 
are ſome things allo, whereby I have been helped: as, 1. I have 
benefited by Tiding alone a long journey, in giving that time to 
prayer. 2. By abſtinence, and giving days to God. 3. By 
praying for others; for, by making an errand to God for them, 
| have gotten ſomething for myſelf. 4. I have been really con- 
firmed, in many particulars, that God heareth prayers ; and there- 
fore I uſed to pray for any thing, of how little Impor- 
tance ſoever. 5. He enabled me to make no queſtion, that this 
mocked way which is nicknamed, 1s the only way to heaven. 
Sir, Theſe, and many more occurrences in my lite, would be looked 
unto: and, 1. Thoughts of atheiſm would be watched over, 


as, if there be a God in heaven: which will trouble and aſſault 


the beſt, at ſometimes. 2. Growth in grace would be cared tor, 


above all things; and falling from our firſt love mourned for. 3. 


Conſcience made of praying for the enemies, who are blinded, 


{ Sir, I thank you moſt kindly for your care of my brother, and me 


alſo; I hopeit is laid up for you, and remembered in heaven, I 


am (till aſhamed with Chriſt's kindneſs to ſuch a ſinner as Jam: 


he hath left a fire in my heart, that hell cannot caſt water on, to 
quench or extinguiſh it. Help me to praile, and pray for me; 
for ye have a priſoner's bleſſing and prayers. Remember my love 
to your wife. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. March 15. 1037. Yours in Chriſt 7. fus, 8. R. 
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120. To ROBERT GORDON f Knctres: 


My very dear brot ber, 

Race, mercy and peace be unto you. 1 thought to have 
I anſwered your two letters upon this occaſion, though I 
cannot fay all that I wonld. Your timcous word (not to delight 
in the croſs, but in him who ſweeteneth it) came to me in due 
time: I find the confolations and ofi:-fallings, that follow the 
croſs of Chriſt, fo {weet, that I almoſ} forget myſelf: my deſire 

and purpole is, when Chriſt's honey-combs drop, neither to re- 
fule to receive and feed upon his comforts, nor yet to make joy 
my bajlard-god, or ay new-found-heaven, But What shall 1 
3 ſay 
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fay? Chriſt very often, in his {tweet comforts, come th unieai for, 
ati} it were a fin to cloſe the door upon him: it is not unlawty] 
to love and delight in Chriſt's apples, when I am not doatingly 
wo2ing, nor eagerly begging kiſſes; but when they come clean 
from the timber (like kindneſs itſelf, that cometh of its own ac- 
cord) then I cannot but laugh upon him, who laugheth upon me: 
it joy and comforts came ſingle and alone, without Chriſt himſelf, 
think, I would fend them back again the gait they came, and not 
make them welcome ; but when the King's train cometh, and the 
King in the midſt of the company, O how am I overjoyed with 
floods of love! I fear not, that too great ſpeats of love waſh away 
tbe growing corn, and looſe my plants at the roots: Chriſt doih no 
ſcaith where he cometh ; but certainly, I would wiſh ſuch ſpiritual 
 wiidom, as to love the Bridegroom better than his gifts, his pro- 
Dine or drink money; I would be further in upon Chriſt, than at 
his joys; they but ſtand in the outer ſide of Chrift : I would with 
to be in, as a ſeal on his heart; in, where his love and mercy lodg. 
eth, beſide his heart, My Well-beloved hath raviſhed me; but 
it is done with conſent of parties, and it is allowable enough: but, 
my dear brother, ere I part with this ſubject, I muſt tell you (that 
ye may lift up my King in praiſes with me) Chriſt hath been keep- 
ing ſomething theſe fourteen years for me, that I have now gotten 
in my heavy days, thatT am in for his name's ſake; even an open- 
ed coffer of perfumed comforts, and freſh joys, coming new, and 
green, and powerful, from the faireſt, faireſt face of Chriſt, my 
Lord. Let the four law, let croſſes, let hell be cried down: love, 
love hath ſhamed me from my old ways. Whether I have a race 
to run, or ſome work to do, I ſee not; but I think Chriſt ſeemeth 
to leave heaven (to ſay ſo) and his court, and come down to laugh, 
and play, and fport with a daft bairn, I am not thus plain with 
many I write to: it is poſſible I be miſconſtructed, and deemed 
to ſeek a name: but my Witneſs above knoweth, I ſeek to 
have agood name raifed upon Chriſt. I obſerve it to be our fol- 
Jy, to ſeck little from Chriſt; becauſe our four- hours may not be 
our {upper ; nor our propine' ſent by the Bridegroom our tocher- 
good; nor our earneſt our principal ſum, But I trow, few of us 
k:0w, how much may be had of Chriſt for a four-hours, and pro- 
Pine, and earneſt, We are like the yonng heir, who knoweth 
not the whole bounds of his own lordſhip. Certainly it is more 
than my part to ſay, © fwertsft Lord Feſus, what, hawbeit I were 
ſplit and broken in five thouſand ſheards or bits of clay, fo being e- 
very ſheard had a heart to love thte, and every one as many tongues 
as there are in heaven, to fing praiſcs to thee, before men and angels for 


 evernzre * Theretore, it my ſufferings cry goodneſs, and praiſe, and 


honour upon Chriſt, my ſtipend is well paid. Each one knoweth 


not what a life Chriſt's love is. Scar not at ſuffering for Chriſt; 


far 


>” 29 


for a ſinful witneſs, 
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| for Chriſt hath a chair, and a cuſhion, and ſweet peace for a ſuffer- 


er: Chriſt's trencher from the firſt meſs of the high-table, is 
O then, brother, who but Chriſt ! who but 
Chriſt ! hold your tongue of lovers, where he cometh out! O all 
fleſh, O duſt and aſhes, O angels, O glorificd ſpirits, O all the 
ſhields of the world, be ſilent before him, come hither and behold 


| our Bridegroom, ſtand {till and wonder for evermore at him! Why 


ceaſe we to love and wonder, to kits and adore him? it is a hard 


matter, that days ly betwixt me and him, and hold us aſunder, 


O how long, how long! O how many miles are there to my 


Bridegroom's dwelling houſe ! it is a pain to friſt Chriſt's love any 
longer. But, it may be, a drunken man loſe his feet, and miſs a 
ſtep. Ye write to me, hall-binks are ſlippery : I do not think my 
dawting world will {till laſt, and that feaſts will be my ordinary 


food; I would have humility, patience and faith, to ſet down both 


my feet, when I come to the north ſide of the cold and thorny 
hill, It is ill my common, to be ſwier to go an errand for Chriſt, 


and to take the wind upon my face for him. Lord, let me n-vc; 


be a falſe witneſs, to deny that I ſaw Chriſt take the pen in his h- 1. 
and ſubſcribe my writs. My dear brother, ye complain to 
ye cannot hold ſight of me: but were I a footman, I ſhovid :- 
at leifure ; but ſometimes the King taketh me into his coach n 


draweth me; and then I outrun myſelf: but alas, I am till a for- 


lorg tranſgreſſor! O how thankful ! I will not put you off your 
ſenſe of darkneſs ; but let me fay this, Who gave you proctor fee, 
to ſpeak for the law, that can ſpeak for itſelf, better than ye can 
do? I would not have you to bring your dittay in your own bo- 
ſom with you to Chriſt : let the old man and the new man be 


ſummoned before Chriſt's white throne, and let them be confront- 


ed before Chriſt, and let each of them ſpeak for themſelves: I 
hope, howbeit the new man complain of his lying among the pots, 


which maketh the believer look black; yet he can ſay alſo, / am 


comely as the tents of Kedar : ye ſhall not have my advice, not to 
bemoan your deadneſs: but! find by ſome experience (which ye 
knew before I knew Chriſt) it ſuiteth not a ranſomed man of 


Chriſt's buying, to go and plea for the ſour law, our old forecaſten 
_ huſband; for we are now not under the law (as a covenant) but 


under grace. Ye are in no man's common but Chriſt's : I know, 


he bemoaneth you more than you do yourſelf; I ſay this, becauſe 


I am wearied of complaining. I thought it had been humility, to 
imagine that Chriſt was angry with me, both becauſe of my dumb 
ſabbaths, and my hard heart; but I feel now nothing but aking 
wounds: my grief, whether I will or not, ſwelleth upon me; but 


let us die in grace's hall-foor, pleading before Chriſt, I deny no- 


thing that the Mediator will challenge me of; but I turn it all 
back upon himſelf : let him look his own old counts, if he be an- 
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gry, for he will get no more of me: when Chriſt ſaith, I want re. 


| pentance : I meet him with this, True, Lord; but thou art made a 


King and Prince to give me repentance, Acts v. 31. When Chriſt 


bindeth a challenge upon us, we muſt bind a promiſe back upon 


bim: be low, and lay yourſelf in the duſt before God (which is 
ivitable) but withal let Chriſt take the payment in his own hand, 
and pay himſelf off the firſt end of his own merits ; elfe he will 


come behind, for any thing we can do. I am every way in your 


caſe, as hard hearted and dead as any man; but yet I ſpeak to Chriſt 
through my fleep. Let us then preclaim a free market for Chriſt, 
and {wear ourſelves bare, and cry on him, to come without money 
and buy us, and take us home to our ranſom- prayer's fire- ſide, and 


let us be Chriſt's free: borders; becauſe we do not pay the old, 


we may not refuſe to take on Chriſt's new debt of mercy : let us 
do our beſt, Chriſt will ſtill be behind with us, and many terms 
will run together. For my part, let me ſtand for evermore in his 
book, for a forlorn dyvour; I muſt deſire to be thus far in his 
common of new, as to deſire to kifs his feet: I know not how to 


vin to a heartſome fill and feaſt of Chriſt's love; for I do neither 


buy, nor beg, nor borrow; and yet I cannot want it: I do not 
wantit, O it I could praiſe him! Yea, I would reſt content with 
4 heart ſubmiſlive and dying of love for him; and howbeit I win 
never perionally in at heaven's gates, O would to God, I could fend 
in my praiſes to my incomparable Well-beloved, or caſt my love- 
iongs of that matchleſs Lord Jeſus over the walls, that they might 
tight in his lap, before men and angels! Now, grace, grace be 
with you. Remember my love to your wife, and daughter, and 
brother John. | | | „ 
Aberdeen, June. 11, Yours an his fweet Lord 
1638. 55 Jeſus, S. R. 
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Much hongured and worthy Sir, 

J Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I long to hear from 

A you: I received few letters ſince I came hither; 1 am in 
ccd of a word; a dry plant would have ſome watering, My caſe 
betwixt Chriſt my Lord and me. ſtandeth between love and jea- 
louty, faith and ſuſpicion of his love; it is a marvel he keepeth 


7 


houſe with me. I make many pleas with Chriſt, but he maketh 


as many agreements with me: I think his unchangeable love hath 
{a1d, 1 dety thee to break me and change me; if Chriſt had ſuch 
changeable and new thoughts of my ſalvation, as 1 have of it, 1 
chink I thould then be at a fad loſs; he humonreth not a fool 
ihe me in my unbelief, but rebuketh me, and fathereth kindneſs 


upon 


f 3 


upon me; Chriſt is rather like the poor friend and needy priſoner 


(begging love) than 1 am: I cannot for ſhame ger Chriſt ſaid 
| nay of my whole love; for he will not want his errand for the 


ſeeking. God be thanked, my Bridegroom tireth not of wooing ; 
honour to him, he is a wilful ſuiter of my ſoul; but as love 18 


| his, pain is mine, that I have nothing to give him; his connr- 
* book is full of my debts of mercy, kindneſs, and free love towards 
me; oh that I might read with watery eyes! O that he would 
| pive me the intereſt of intereſt to pay back! or rather my ſoul's 
* deſire is, that he would compriſe my perſon, foul and body, love, 
| joy, confidence, fear, ſorrow and deſire, and drive the puynd, 


and let me be rouped and fold to Chriſt, and taken home to my 


| Creditor's houſe and his fire- ſide. The Lord knoweth, if I could, 
I would ſell myſelf without reverſion to Chriſt. O fweet Lord 
| Jeſus, make a market, and overbid all my buyers! I dare ſwear, 
there is a myſtery in Chriſt, which I never ſaw ; a myſtery of love. 
O if he would lay by the lap of the covering that is over it, and 
let my griening ſoul fee it: I would break the door, and be in 
upon him, to get a wombful of love; for I am an hungered and 


famiſhed ſoul. Oh, Sir, if you, or any other would tell him, 
how ſick my foul is, dying for want of a hearty draught of Chriſt's 
love! Oh if I could dote (if I may make ule of that word, in 


| this caſe) as much upon himſelf as I do upon his love! It is a 


pity that Chriſt himſelf ſhould not rather be my heart's choice, 


[ than Chriſt's manifeſted love. It would fatisfy me, in ſome mea- 
| ſure, if I had any bud to give for his love: ſhall T offer him my 


praiſes? Alas, he is more than praiſes! I give it over to get him 
exalted according to his worth, which is above what can be known, 
Yet all this time I am tempting him, to ſee if there be both love 


and anger in him againſt me. I am plucked from his flock (dear 


to me) and from feeding his lambs; 1 go therefore in ſackcloth as 
one who hath loſt the wife of his youth. Grief and ſorrow are 
ſuſpicious, and ſpue out amongſt him the ſmoke of jealouſies: and 
I fay often, Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt with me; tell 
me, Lord, read the proceſs againſt me. But I know, I cannot 
anſwer his allegiance ; I will loſe the cauſe, when it cometh to 
open pleading. Oh if I conld force my heart to believe dreams to 
be dreams ! Yet when Chriſt giveth my fears the lie, and faich to 
me, Thou art a liar, then am glad. I reſolve to hope to be quiet, 
and to ly on the brink upon my ſide, till the water fall, and the 
foord be rideable: and how beit there be pain upon me in longing 


for deliverance, that I may ſpeak of him in the great congregation; 
pet I think there is joy in that pain and on-Waiting: and Iven re— 


joice, that he putteth me off for a time, and ſhifteth me. O if 
I could wait on for all eternity, howbeit I ſhould never get my 
foul's deſire, ſo being he were glorificd ! 1 would wich, my pain 
| and 


; 
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and my miniſtry could live long to ſerve him; for, I know, I am 


_ cla oy veſſel, and made for his uſe. O if my very broken (heard; 


could ſerve to glorify him! I deſire Chriſt's grace to be willingly 
n that my hell (excepting his hatred and diſpleaſure, which 

put out of all play; for ſubmiſſion to this is not called for) were 
+ preaching of his glory to men and angels, for ever and ever ! 
When all is done, what can I add to him? or what can ſuch a 
lay ſhadow as I do? I know he needeth not me. I have cauſe to 
de grieved, and to melt away in tears (if I had grace to do it, Lord 


5 grant it me!) to ſee my Well -beloved's fair face ſpitted upon by 


ogs, to fee lowns pulling the crown off my royal King's head, to 
fee my harlot mother and my ſweet Father agree ſo ill, that they 
are going to ſkail, and give up houſe : my Lord's palace is NOW a 


neſt of unclean birds. Oh it harlot, harlot Scotland, would rue 


2pon her provoked Lord; and pity her good Huſband, who is 
roken with her whoriſh heart ? but theſc things are hid from her 
yes. I have heard of late of your new trial by the biſhop of Gal- 


__ !oway, Fear not. clay, worms meat; let truth and Chriſt get no 


vrong in your hand: it is your gain, if Chriſt be glorified ; and 
your glory to be Chriſt's witneſs, I perſuade you, your ſufferings 
are Chriſt's advantage and victory; for he is pleaſed to reckon 
them ſo. Let me hear from you ; Chriſt is but winning a clean 


kirk out of the fire; he will win this play: he will not be in your 
common for any charges ye are at in his ſervice; he is not poor 


to fit in your debt; he will repay an hundred fold more, it may be, 
even in this life, The Prayers and bleſſing of Chriſt's priſoner 
be with you. 
Aberd. 16 37. Tour brother in his fwect Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 
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322. To his reverend and loving wanne Mr. J OH N N t YAY. 


Reverend and dear brother, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received yours of April 

11. as I did another of March 25. and a letter for Mr. 
Andrew Cant. I am not a little grieved, that our mother-church 
is running ſo quickly to the brothel-houſe, and that we are hiring 
lovers, and giving gifts to the great mother of fornications : alas, 
that our Huſband is like to quit us fo ſhortly ! It were my part 
if I were able) when our Hutband is departing, to ſtir up my ſelf 
o take hold of him, and keep him in this land; for I know him 
o be a ſweet ſecond, and a lovely companion to a poor priſoner. 
find my extremity hath ſharpened the edge of his love and kind- 
als, fo as he ſeemeth to deviſe new ways of expteſſing the ſweet- 
ess of his love to my foul. Suffering for Chriſt is the very cle- 


ment, wherein Chriſt's love liveth, and cxercileih itlolf, in caſting 
out 


ing 
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out flames of fire and ſparks of heat, to warm ſuch a frozen heart 
as J have: and if Chriſt weeping in ſackcloth be fo ſweet, I can- 
not hnd any imapinable thoughts to think what he will be, when 
we clay bodies (having put off mortality) ſhall come up to the 
marriage hall and great palace, and, behold the King clothed :n 
his robes royal, fitting on his throne. I would deſire no more for 
my heaven, beneath the moon, while I am ſighing in this hou':: 
of clay, but daily renewed feaſts of love with Chriſt, and liberty 
now and then to feed my hunger with a kiſs of that faireſt face, 
that is like the ſun in his ſtrength at noon-day. I would willing 
ly ſubſcribe an ample reſignation to Chriſt of the fourteen prela- 
cies of this land, and of all the moſt delightful pleaſures on earth. 
and forfeit my part of this clay-god, this earth, which Adam”. 


| fooliſh children worſhip, to have no other exerciſe, but to ly in 


love bed with Chriſt, and fill this hungered and famiſhed ſoul wit! 
kiſliug, embracing, and real enjoying of the Son of God: and 
think, then I might write to my friends, That I had found tl: 
golden world, and look out, and laugh at the poor bodies, who are 
ſlaying one another for feathers : for verily, brother, ſince I can 
to this priſon, I have conceived a new and -xtraordinary opinion 
Chriſt, which I had not before; for I perceive, we friſt all or 
joys of Chriſt, till he and we be in our own houſe above, as marrie 
parties z thinking that there is nothing of it here to be ſought or 
found, but only hope and fair promiſes: and that Chriſt wil: 
give us nothing here but tears, ſadneſs, croſſes ; and that we ſhall 
never feel the ſmell of the flowers of that high garden of paradiſe 
above, till we come there. Nay, but I find it is poſſible to fin- 
young glory, and a young green paradiſe of joy, even here. I know. 
Chtiſt's kiſſes will caſt a more ſtrong and refreſhful ſmell of incompar 
able glory and joy; in heaven, than they do here; becauſe a dri 
of the well of life, up at the well's head, is more ſweet and fend 
far, than that which we get in our borrowed, old, running o 
veſſels, and our wooden diſhes, here: yet I am now W 

is our folly to friſt all till the term-day, ſeeing abundance of - 
neſt will not diminiſh any thing of our principal ſum. We dre: 

of hunger in Chriſt's houſe, while we are here, although he i; 
loweth feaſts upon all the bairns within God's hovſhold : it W. 
good then to ſtore ourſelves with more borrowed kiſſes of Or 11 
and with more borrowed viſits, till we enter heirs to our new i. 
heritance, and our Tutor puts us in poſſeſſion of our own, „ when 
we are paſt minority. Co that all the young heirs would ſecb 
more, and a greater and a nc: -r communion with my Lord Tu- 
tor, the prime Heir of a!l, Chril! I wiſh, for my part, I conld 
ſend you, and that gentleman who wrote his commendations ta 
me, into the King's innermoſt cellar and houſe of wine, to be fille 
with love] a drink of this love is Worth the having indeed * 
* "oh 5 eur 
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carry ourſelves but too nicely with Chriſt our Lord; and our 
Lord love th not niceneſs and dryneſs, and uncouthneſs in friends. 
Since need force we muſt be in Chriſt's common, then let us be in 


his common; for it will be no otherwiſe. Now, for my preſent 
caſe in my impriſonment, deliverance (for any appearance I fee) 


looketh cold: like: my hope, if it be looked to, or leaned upon 
men, ſhould wither ſoon at the root, like a May- flower; yet I re- 
folve to cafe myſelf with on- waiting on my Lord, and to let my 
faith ſwim where it lofeth ground. I am under a neceſſity either 
of fainting (which I hope my Matter of whom I boaſt all the day, 
thall avert) or then to lay my faith upon omnipotency, and to wink, 
aud ſtick by my grip; and I hope my ſhip ſhall ride it out, ſeeing 
Chriſt is willing to blow his ſweet wind in my fails, and mendeth 
and clotcth the lakes in my ſhip, and ruleth all: it will be ſh ange, 

if a bclieving paſſenger be caſten over- board. As for your maſter, 


my Lord and my Lady, I will be loth to forget them : I think my 


prayers (ſuch as they are) are due debt to him, and I fhall be far 
more engaged to his eee if he be faſt for Chriſt (as I hope 
he will) now when fo many of his coat and quality ſtip from Chriſt's 


back, and leave him to fend for himſelf, I entrear you, remem- 


ber my love to that worthy gentleman A. C, who faluted me in 
your letter: I have heard, that he is one of my Maſter's friends, 
tor the which cauſe I am tied to him: I wiſh he may more and 
more fall in love with Chriſt. Now, for your queſtion, as far as 


1 rawly conceive, I think God is praiſed two ways ; ft, By a con- 


fcional profeſſion of his highnels before men, ſuch as is the very 
hearing of the word, and receiving of either of the facraments ; 
in which acts by protcfhon, we pive out to men, that heis our God, 

with whom we are in covenant, and our law-giver : thus eating 
and drinking in the Lord's ſupper, 3 is an annunciation and profeſ- 

ſion before men, that Chriſt is our flain Redeemer : here, becauſe 
God ſpeaketh to us, not we to him, it is not a formal thankſgiving, 
but an annunciation, or predication of Chriſt's death, conſcional, 


not adorative , neither hath ir God for the immediate obieCt, and 


therefore no neeling can be here. 2dly, There is another praiſ- 
ing of God, formal, when we are either formally bleſhng God, and 


- tpeaking his praiſes, And this I take to be twofold, 1. When we 


directly and formally direct pr aiſes and thankſpivzing to God : this 
may well be done knec cling, in token of our recognizance of his 
highneſs ; yet not ſo, but it may be ſtanding or fitting, efpeciaily 
ſceing joyful elevation (which ſhould be in praiſing) is not format- 

ly ſignified by kneeling. 2. When we ſpeak good of God, and 
declare his glorious nature and attributes, extolling him before 


men, to EXCite men to conceive highly of him. The former I hold 


to be worſhip every way immediate, elſe I know not any immedi- 


ate Wo! ſhip at all: the latter hath God tor the ſubject, not proper 
} 
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ly the object, ſeeing the predication is directed to men immediate] 


rather than to God, for here we ſpeak of God by way of praiſ1 
rather than to God. And for my own part, as I am for the preſ n- 
minded, I ſee not how this can be done kneeling, ſeeing it is pron! 
catio Dei et Chriſti, non laudatis aut benediddio Dei: but obſerve, th 
it is formal praiſing of God, and not merely conſcional, as I diſti- 
uiſned in the firſt member; for, in the firſt member, any 3 5 
of God, or of his works of creation, providence and redemption, | 
indirect and conſcional praiſing of him, and formally preaching, - 
an act of teaching, not an act of predication of his praiſes; f 
there is a difference betwixt the {imple relation of the virtues of. 
thing which is formally teaching, and the extolling of the worth 
of a thing by way of commendation, to cauſe others to praiſe wit! 
us. Thus recommending yon to God's grace, Ireſt 

Aberd. June 15. 1637. Yours in his is fvet Lord 3 8. R 
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123. To My, J. R. 


. ON O06 Os I OO. 


Dear brother, Td LI 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. Upon the report I he. 
of you-(without any further acquaintance, except our tral. - 

eſt bonds in our Lord Jeſus) I thought good to write unto you, 
hearing of your danger to be thruſt out of the Lord's houſe, for 
his name's ſake; therefore my earneſt and humble deſire to Go 
is, that ye may be ſtrengthened in the grace of God, and by th. 
power of his might, to go on for Chriſt, not ſtanding in awe of 
worm that ſhall die. J hope ye will not put your hand to the ar 


to give it a wrong touch; and to overturn it, as many now de. 


when the archers are /hoting fore at Foſeph, whoſe bow ſhall abi 
in its ffrength We owe to our royal King and princely M aſter 
teſtimony. O how bleſſed are they, who can ward a blow ©: 
Chriſt, and his born dowa truth! men think Chriſt a gone man 
now, and that he ſhall never get up his head again: and they be 
lieve his court is failed, becauſe he ſuffereth men to break their 
ſpears and ſwords upon him, and the enemies to plow Zion, ane 
make long and deep their furrows on her back; but it would not b 
ſo, if the Lord had not a ſowing for his plowing : what can he do, 
bat melt an old drofli kirk, that he may bring out a new brid. 
out of the fire again! I think Chriſt is juſt now repairing his 
hoaſe, and exchanging his old veſſels with new vell:ls, and is go- 
ing through this land, and taking up an inventory and a rol! of ſo. 
many of Levi's ſons, and good profeſſors, t that he may make them 
new work for the ſecond temple, and whatſoever {hall be found, 
not to be for the work, ſhall be caſten over the wall: when th. 
houſe ſhall be builded, he ſhall lay by his hammers, as having n 
Dore to do with them, It is poſſible, he do worſe to hem that 
2 2 Jay 


n 
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lay them by; and I think, the vengeance of the Lord and the ven- 
y4.nce of his temple ſhall be upon them. I deſire no more, but to 
keep weight when J am paſt che fire: and I can now, in fome weak 
mealure, give Chriſt a teſtimonial of a lovely and loving companion, 
under ſuffering for him. I ſaw him before but afar off, his beau- 
ty to my eye ſight groweth : a fig, a ſtraw for ten worlds plaiſter- 
ed glory, and for childiſh ſhadows, the idol of clay (this god, the 
world) that fools fight for. If I had a leaſe of Chriſt of my own 
dating (for whoever once cometh nigh hand, and taketh a heariy 
look of Chriſt's inner ſide, (hall never wring nor wreſtle themſelves 
out of his love-grips again) I would reſt,contented in my priſon ;yea, 
ina priſon without light of ſun or candle, providing Chriſt and [had 
a love-bed, not of mine, but of Chriſt his own making ; that we 
might 5 together among the lilies, till the day break and the ſba- 
dows fly away. Who knoweth how ſweet a drink of Chriſt's love 
is? O but to live on Chriſt's love is a king's life! The worſt things 


_ of Chriſt, even that which ſeemeth to be the refuſe of Chriſt, his 


hard croſs, his black croſs is white and fair: and the croſs receiv- 
eth a beautiful luſtre, and a perfumed ſmell from Jeſus. My dear 
brother, ſcar not at it. While ye have time to ſtand upon the 
watch tower, and to ſpeak, contend with this land, plead with your 
harlot-mothzr, who hath been a treacherous half-marrow toher huſ- 


band Jeſus : for I would think liberty, to preach one day, the root 
and top of my defires ; and would ſeek no more of the bleſſings | 


that are to be had on this ſide of time, till I be over the water, but 
to ſpend this my crazed clay houfe in his ſervice and ſaving of 
ſouls: but I hold my peace, becauſe he hath done it. My ſhal- 
low and ebb thoughts are not the compaſs Chriſt faileth by; 1 


leave his ways to himſelf, for they are far, far above me: only! 


would contend with Chriſt for his love, and be bold to make a 
plea with Jeſus my Lord, for a heart-fill of his love; for there is 
no more left to me. What ſtandeth beyond the far end of my 
J1ufferinge, and what ſhall be the event, he knoweth ; and I hope, 
to my joy, ſhall make me know, when God ſhall nncold his decrees 
concerning me; for there are windings, and to's and fro's in his 
ways, which blind bodies like us cannot ſee. Thus much for fur: 
ther acquaintance: fo, recommending you, and what is before you, 
to the grace of God, I reſt _ = „„ 
Aberd. June 16. Nur very loving brother in his feveet 
1637. 1 Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
. pp.. ̃ . . 
124. Ta Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEIS IH. 


| _ Reverend and well. belsved brother, 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you: I have heard ſomewhat 
| of your trials in Galloway; I bleſs the Lord who hath be- 
| „ gun 
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gun firſt in that corner, to make you anew kirk to himſelf : Chriſt 


hath the leſs ado behind, when he hath refined you. Let me en- 
treat you, my dearly beloved, to be faſt to Chriſt : my witnels is a- 


bove, my deareſt brother, that ye have added much joy to me in 


my bonds, when I hear that you grow in the grace and zeal of 
God for your Maſter. Our miniltrv, whether by preaching or 
ſaifering, will caſt a {mell through the world both of heaven and 
hell, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16, I perſuade you, my dear brother, there 


15 nothing out of heaven, next to Chriſt, dearer to me, than my 


miniſtry; and the worth of it, in my eſtimation, is ſwelled, and 
paineth me exceedingly : yet I am content, for the honour of my 
Lord, to ſurrender it back again to the Lord of the vineyard; let 
him do with it and me both, what he thinketh good: I think my- 
ſelt too little for him. And let me ſpeak to you, how kind a fel- 
low priſoner is Chriſt to me! Believe me, this kind of croſs (that 
would not go by my door, but would needs viſit me) is {till the longer 
the more welcome to me. It is true, my ſilent ſabbaths have been 
and are ſtill glaſſy ice, whereon my faith can ſcarce hold its feer, 
and I am often blown on my back, and off my feet, with a ſtorm 
of doubting ; yet truly, my bonds all this time caſt a mighty and 
rank imell of high and deep love in Chriſt : I cannot. indeed fee 
through my croſs to the far end; yet I believe, I am in Chriſt's 
books, and in his decree (not yet unfolded to me) a man triumph- 
ing. dancing and ſinging on the other fide of the Red fea, and 
laughing and praiſing the Lamb, over beyond time, ſorrow, depri- 
vation, prelates indignation, loſſes, want of friends and death: 
heaven is not a fowl flying in the air (as men uſe to ſpeak of things 
that are uncertain ;) nay, it is well paid for, Chriſt's comprizement 
lieth on glory, for all the mourners in Zion, and ſhall never be 
looſed: let us be glad and rejoice, that we have blood, loſſes and 
wounds to {how our Maſter and Captain, at his appearance, and 
what we ſuffered for his cauſe. Wo is me, my dear brother, that 
L lay often, I am but dry bones, which my Lord will not bring 
out of the grave again; and that my faithlets fears can ſay, Oh 
lam a dry tree, that can bear no fruit; I am an uſeleſs body, who 
can beget no children to the Lord in his houſe !' Hopes of d-li- 


verance look cold and uncertain, and atar off, as if I had done with 


it: it is much for Chriſt (if I may fay ſo) to get law-borrows of 
my ſorrow, and of my quarrellous heart: Chriſt's love playeth me 
fair play, I am not wronged at all; but there is a tricking and 
falfe heart within me, that ſtill playeth Chriſt foul play. Iama 
cumberſome neighbour to Chriſt : it is a wonder, that he dwelleth 
beſide the like of me: yet | often get the advantage of the hill, a- 
bove my temptations; and then I deſpiſe temptation, even hell it- 
telf, and the ſtink of it, and the inſtruments of it, and am proud of 


my honourable Maſter; aud I reſolve, whether contrary winds 


RJ! 


oh J . * 4 * _ * 
= . 4 
* ms + #* . hs : 


182 Mr. XUTHERFOORD' Epiſt. 124, 
will or not, to fetch Chriſt's harbour; and J think a wilful and 
ſriff'contention with my Lord Jeſus for his love very lawful. It is 
{>metimes hard to me, to win my meat upon Chriſt's love, becauſe 


may faith is ſick, and my hope withereth, and my eyes wax dim; 
and unkind and comfort-eclipſing clouds go over the fair and 
Hright Sun, Jeſus: and then, when I and temptation tryſt the 


watter together, we ſpill all, through unbelief. Sweet, ſweet for 
©vermore would my lite be, if I could keep faith in exerciſe ! but I 


, my fire cannot always caſt light, I have even a poor man's hard 


world, when he goeth away: but ſurely, ſince my entry hither, 
r1:ny a time hath my fair ſun ſhined without a cloud: hot and 
burning hath Chriſt's love been to me; I have no vent to the ex- 
prefiion of it, I muſt be content with ſtolen and {ſmothered deſires 
of Chriſt's glory: O how far is his love behind the hand with me! 


T” 


1 am juſt like a man, who hath nothing to pay his thouſands of 


Gebt; all that can be gotten of him, is to ſeize upon his perſon : 
xcept Chriſt would ſeize upon myſelf, and make the readieſt pay- 


ment that can be of my heart and love to himſelf, I have no other 


thing to give him: if my ſufferings could do beholders good, and 
diy his kirk, and proclaim the incomparable worth of Chrilt's 
love to the world, O then would my foul be overjoyed, and my 
:4 heart cheered and calmed | Dear brother, I cannot tell what 
is become of my labours among that people; if all that my Lord 
bnilded by me be caſten down, and the botton fallen out of the 
profeſſion of the pariſh, aud none ſtand dy Chriſt, whoſe love I 
ace preached as clearly and plainly as I could (though far below 
s worth and cxcellency) to that people; if fo, how can I bear it! 
and if another make a foul harveſt, where I have made a painful 
and honeſt ſowing, it will not ſoon digeſt with me: but I know 
luis ways pals finding out. Yet my witneſs both within me and 
above me knoweth, and my painted breaſt upon the Lord's day at 
nicht, my defire to have had Chriſ: awful and amiable, and ſweet to 
hat people, is now my joy; and it was my deſire and aim, to make 
Shriſt and them one: if I ſee my hopes die in the bud, ere they 
bloom a little, and come to no fruit, I dic with grief. O my God, 
{-2k not an account of the violence done to me by my brethren, 
g ole ſalvation I love and deſire: I pray, that they and [ be not 


ud as contrary partics, in the day of our compearance before 


ur Judge, in that proceſs, led by them againſt my miniſtry, which 
' z2cerved from Chriſt : I know, a little inch, and leſs than the 
ird part of this ſpan-length and hand-breadth of time, which is 
Iſting away, will put me without the ſtroke, and above the reach 


either brethren or foes; and it is a ſhort laſting injury done to 


e, and to my pains, in that part of my Lord's vineyard. O how 
y an advantage is my deprivation to men, ſeeing my Lord Jeſus 
th many ways to recover his own loſſes, and is irreſiſtible to 

| N compaſs 
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thorns, and his little kingdom exalt itfelf, even under the ſwords 
2nd ſpears of contrary powers ! But, my dear brother, go on in the 
ſtrength of his rich grace; whom ye ſerve: ſtand faſt for Chriſt; 


7 

d deliver the goſpel off your hand, and your miniſtry, to your Ma- 

e W ſter, with a clean and undefiled conſcience: looſe not a pin of 

r KW Chriſt's tabernacle; do not fo much as pick with your nail at one 
[ board or border of the ark: have no part or dealing upon any 

d tcrms, in a hoof, in a cloſed window, or in a bowing of your knee, 

r, nn caſting down of the temple: but be a mourning and ſpeaking 

d witneſs againſt them, who now ruin Zion. Our Maſter will 

de on us all, in a clap, ere ever we wit; that day will diſcover all 

es our whites and our blacks, concerning this controverſy of poor 


oppreſſed Zion: let us make our part of it good, that it may be 
ot able to abide the fire, when hay and ſtubble ſhall be burnt to 


: WW aſhes. Nothing, nothing (I ſay nothing) but found ſanctification 
y- WW canabide the Lord's fan. I ftand to my teſtimony, that I preached 
er often of Scotland, Lamentation, mourning, and wo abideth thee, 
1d O Scotland! O Scotland, the fearful quarrel of a broken covenant 
8 ſtandeth good with thy Lord! Now, remember my love to all my 
1 friends, and to my pariſhioners, as if I named each of them parti- 
at cularly : I recommed you, and God's people, committed by Chriſt 
rd to your truſt, to the rich grace of our all-ſuificient Lord. Remem- 


ber my bonds: praiſe my Lord, who beareth me up in my ſuffer- | 
ings: as ye find occaſion (according to the wiſdom given you) | 
ſhew our acquaintance what the Lord hath done to my foul. 
This I ſeek not, verily, to hunt my own praiſe, but that my 
ſweeteſt and deareſt Maſter may be magnified in my ſufferings. 
I reſt 7 

Aberd. June 17. Mur brother in his fweet Lord 
1 1637. 55 Jiu, S8. R. 
CULT TDi CC ie dd 


125. To MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Dearly beloved in gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Race, mercy and be to you. Few know the heart of 2 
ſtranger and priſoner: I am in the haads of mine enemies: 
I would, honeſt and lawful means were eſfayed, for bringing me 
home to my charge, now when Mr. A. R. and Mr. H. R. are re- 
ſtored. It concerneth you of Galloway moſt, to uſe ſupplications 
and addreſſes for this purpoſe, and try if by fair means I can be 
brought back again. As for liberty, without I be reſtored to my 
Hock, it is little to me; for my ſilence is my greateſt priſon : how- 
ever it be, I wait for the Lord, I hope not to rot in my ſufferings ; 
Lord give me ſubmiſſion to wait on: my heart is fad, that ny |. 
days flee away, and 1 do no ſervice to wy Lord in his houſe, 25 
8 when 
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when his harveſt, and the ſouls of periſhing people require f it: 


but his ways are not like my ways, neither can I find him gut. 0 


that he would ſhine upon my darkneſs, and bring forth my 
Morning light from under the thick cloud, that men have ſpread 


er me! O that the Almighty would lay my cauſe in a balance, 
2nd weigh me, if my foul was not taken up, when others were 
Tezping, how to have Chriſt betrothed with a bride, in thr ; art 
the land! But that day that my mouth was moſt unjuſtiy and 
cracily cloſed, the bloom fell off my branches, and my joy did caſt 
ihe flower. Howbeit, I have been caſting myſelf under God's fect, 
A wreſiling to believe under a hidden and covered Lord, yet my 
*:inting cometh before I eat, and my faith hath bowed with the 
re caſt, and under this almoſt inſupportable weight: O that it 
teak not ! I dare not ſay, that the Lord hath put out my candle, 
ind hath caſten water upon my poor coal, and broken the ſtakes 
my tabernacle ; but I have taſted bitterneſs, and eaten gail and 
wormwood, ſince that day, my Maſter laid bonds upon me to ſpeak 
0 more. I ſpeak not this, becauſe the Lord is uncouth to me; 
Hut becauſe beholders, that ſtand on dry-land, ſee not my fea ſtorm: 
de witneſſes of my croſs are but ſtrangers to my fad days and 


nights. O that Chriſt would let me alone, and ſpeak love to me, 


aud come home to me, and bring ſummer with him! O that! 
wight preach his beauty and glory, as once I did, before my clay- 


ent be removed to darkneſs; and that I might light Chriſt off the 


ound, and my branches might be watered with the dew of God, 
and my joy in his work might grow green again, and bud, and ſend 
dut a flower! But I am but a ſhort- ſighted creature, and my candle 


caſteth not light afar off: he knoweth all that is done to me, how 


hat when J had but one joy, and no more, and one green flower, 
that I eſteemed to be my garland, he came in one hour and dried 
1p my flower at the root, and took away mine only eye, and mine 
2nly one crown and garland. What can J ſay? ſurely my guilti- 
aeſs hath been remembered before him, and he was ſeeking to take 
1 my ſails, and to land the flower of my delights, and to let it 
no the coaſt, like an old broken ſhip, that is no more for the ſea: 
$ bans [ praiſe him for this wailed ſtroke, I welcome this furnace, 
12 ot s wiſdom made choice of it for me, and it muſt be beſt becauſe 
was his choice. O that I may wait for him till the morning of 
dais benighted kirk break out! This poor afflicted kirk had a 
ar morning; but her night came upon her before her noon day, 
d ſhe was like a traveller, forced to take houſe in the morning of 
s journey: and now her adverſaries are the chief men in the land: 
r ways mourn, her gates languith, her children ſigh for bread ; 


114 there is none to be iuſtant With the Lord, that he would come 


gain to his houſe, and dry the face of his weeping ſpouſe, and 


»mtort Zion's mourners, who are waiting for him: I know, 3 
| a 
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' ſhall make corn to grow upon the top of his wi thered ma 
Zion again. Remember my bonds, and forget me not: Oh 
my Lord would bring me again amongſt you, with abund:nc 
the Goſpel of Chriſt! But O that I may ſet down my def ©. 
| where my Lord biddeth me! Remember my love in he Leue 0 
e pour huſband; God make him faithful to Chriſt: and my ae 98 
8 | ro your three children. Faint not in prayer for this kirk: d. 
my people not to receive a ſtranger, and intruder upon 127 8 | 
ſtry: let me ſtand in that right and ſtation that my Lord Jeſus g 
me. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberdeen. 5 | Yours in his beet Lord 
1637. and Maſter, S.R. 
E.. Ora te I o_onodoogQoo> 7 >*> > 


126. 79 JOHN GORDON at t Auſeo. 


Dear brother, 
I Earneſtly defire to know the caſe of your ſovl, and to und 
i ſtand that ye have made ſure work of heaven and ſalvation. 
Remember, ſalvation is one of Chriſt's daiaties he giveth but tv : 
few. 2. That it is violent ſweating and ſtriving that taketh he 
3. That it coſt Chriſt's blood to purchaſe that houſe to fi 
ners, me to ſet mankind down as the King's free-tenants and fre. 
holder. 4. That many make a ſtart towards heaven, who fall av 
their . and win not up to the mount; it pluckerh heart 2 
legs from them, and they fit down and give it over, becauſe the « 
vil ſetteth a ſweet-{melled flower to their noſe (this fair a 
world) wherewith they are bewitched, and ſo forget or refuſe 
go forward. 5. Remember, many go far on, and reform ma 
things, and can find tears, as Eſau did; and ſuffer hunger 
truth, as Judas did; and wiſh and deſire the end of the righteo ns 
as Baalam did; and profefs fair, and fight for the Lord, as Sa 
did; and deſire the ſaints of God to pray for them, as Pharoah ad 
Simon Magus did; and prophely and ſpeak of Chriſt, as Cajaph: + 
did; and walk foftly and mourn for fear of judgments, as Ahab 
did; and put away groſs ſins and idolatry, as Jehu did; and he 
me word of God gladly and reform their life in many things 2 
cording to the word, as Herod did; and ſay, Maſter, io Chriſt, 1 
| Gill follow thee whither thou goeſt, as the man who offered to 
Chriſt's ſervant, Matth. viii. and may taſte of the virtues of 
life to come, and be partaker of the wonderful gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, and taſte of the good word of God, as the apoſtates, who 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Heb. vi. And yet all theſe are but lila 
gold in clink and colour, and watered braſs, and baſe metal. Theis 
are written, that we {hould try ourſelves, and not reſt till we be 
ſtep nearer Chriſt than ſun-burnt and withering profeſſors car 
come, 6. Conſider, i is impoſſible that your idol. ſins and ve 
by | * A a can 
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ean go to heaven together; and that they, who will not part with 
theſe, cannot indeed love Chriſt at the bottom, but only in word 


and ſhew, which will not do the buſineſs. 7. Remember how 


{wiftly God's poſt, time, flieth away; and that your forenoon is 
already ſpent, your afternoon will come, and then your evening, 
and at laſt night, when ye cannot fee to work: let your heart be 
fer upon finiſhing of your journey, and fumming and laying your 


accounts with your Lord. O how bleffed ſhall ye be, to have a 
_ Joyful welcome of your Lord at night! How bleffed are they, who 


in time take ſure courſe with their ſouls! Bleſs his great name, for 
what ye poſſeſs in goods and children, eafe and worldly content- 
ment, that he hath given you; and ſeek to be like Chriſt in humi- 
lity and lowneſs of mind; and be not great and intire with the 
world; make it not your god, nor your lover, that ye traſt unto, 


for it will deceive you. I recommend Chriſt and his love to you, 


in all things; let him have the flower of your heart and your love; 
tet a low price upon all things but Chriſt, and cry down in your 
thoughts clay and dirt, that will not comfort you, when ye get 


| ſummons to remove, and compear before your Judge, to anſwer 


for all the deeds done in the body. The Lord give you wiſdom 
in all things: 1 befeech you ſanctify God in your ſpeaking, for ho- 
ly and reverend is his name; and be temperate and ſober: com- 
panionry (as it is called) is a lin that holdeth men out of heaven. 
1 will not believe, that ye will receive the miniſtry of a ſtranger, 
who will preach a new and uncouth doctrine to you: let my fal- 
vation ſtand for it, it I delivered not the plain and whole counſel of 
God to you in his word. Read this letter to your wife, and re- 
member my love to her, and requeſt her to take heed to do what! 
write to you: I pray for you and yours. Remember me in your 
prayers to our Lord, that he would be pleaſed to fend me amongſi 
you again. Grace be with you. 1 
Aberd. 1637. Teur lawful and loving 
Ty 5 | Paſtor, 8. R. 
127. To Mr. HUGH HENDERSON 


Reverend and dear brother, 

We knoweth, but the wind may turn into the Welt again, 
upoa Chriſt and his defolate bride in this land; and that 

Chriſt may get his ſummer by courſe again ? for he hath had ill 

weather this long time, and could not find law or juſtice for him- 

felf and his truth theſe many years. I am ſure, the wheels of this 

crazed and broken kirk run all upon no other axle-tree, nor 1s 


there any other to roll them, and cogg them, and drive them, but 


the wiſdom and good pleaſure of our Lord: and it were a juſt trick, 
and glorious, of never - leeping providence, to bring our brethrens 
e darts, 


<<! © my — — apa, 


_ 
ct 


gain, 

that 
id ill 
him- 
this 
JOT 15 
N but 
trick, 
hrens 
Jarts, 


> 


darts, they have ſhot at us, back upon their own heads: ſuppo/- 
they have two ſtrings to their bow, and can take one another 


another faileth them, yet there are more than three ſtrings ups 


our Lord's bow; and beſides, he cannot miſs the white that 
ſhooteth at. I know, he ſhuffleth up and down in his hand th 
great body of heaven and earth, and that kirk and commonwea! 
are in his hand, like a ſtock of cards, and that he dealeth the p! 

to the mourners of Zion, and thoſe that ſay, Ly down that we m. 
go over you, at his own ſovereign pleaſure: and I am ſure, Zion 
adverſaries, in this play, (hall not take up their own lakes agai::. 
O how ſweet a thing it is to truſt in him! When Chriſt hath ſlee 
ed out of his ſleep (if I may ſpeak fo of him, who is the wat 
man of Iſrael, that neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth) and his ov: 
are tried, he will ariſe as a ſtrong man after wine, and make b 
his holy arm, and put on veangeance as a cloak, and deal vengeance 
thick and double amongſt the haters of Zion. It may be, we 

him ſow, and fend down malediction; and vengeances, as thick 

drops of rain or hail upon his enemies; for our Lord oweth th 
a black day, and he uſeth duly to pay his debts: neither his frier 
and tollowers, nor his foes and adverſaries ſhall have it to ſay, 
That he is not faithful and exact in keeping his word. I kno» 
no bar in God's way, but Scotland's guiltineſs; and he can cor 
over that impediment, and break that bar alſo, and then fay 
ouiltz Scotland, as he faid, Ezek. xxxvi. Not for your ſakes, &c 
On-waiting had ever yet a bleſſed iſſue ; and to keep the word ©! 
God's patience, keepeth ſtill the ſaints dry in the water, cold int! 
fire, and breathing and blood-hot in the grave. What are the p 
ſons of iron-walls and gates of braſs to Chriſt ? Not fo good 
feal-dikes, fortifications of ſtraw, or old tottering walls; if 
give the word, then chains will fall off the arm and legs of his p 

toner. God be thanked, that our Lord Jeſus hath the tutoring 
king and court and nobles, and that he can dry the gutters and: 
mites in Zion, and lay cauſeways to the temple with the carca 
of baſtard and idol ſhepherds : the corn on the houſe- tops got: 
ver the huſbandman's prayers, and fo is ſeen on it, for it filleth tv: 


the hand of mowers. Chriſt, and truth, and innocency work 


even under the earth; and vexily there is hope for the righteous 

we ſee not what concluſions paſs in heaven anent all the affairs < 

God's houſe; we need not give hire to God to take vengeance «c 
his enemies, for juſtice worketh without hire. O that the ſced + 
hope would grow again, and come to maturity | and that we coul. 
importune Chriſt, and double our knocks at his gate, and caſt o 
cries and ſhouts over the wall, that he might come out, and ma 
our Jeruſalem the praiſe of the whole earth, and give us ſalvatig 
tor walls and bulwarks! If Chriſt bud, and grow green, a 


bloom, and bear ſeed again in Scotland, and his Father fend h 
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lummers in one year, and bleſs his crop; O what cauſe have 
„ rejoice in the free ſalvation of our Lord, and to fer up our 
bauncr. in the name of our God! O that he would haſten the cou- 
filion ot the leprous ſtrumpet, the mother and miſtreis of abomi- 
nations in the earth, and take graven images out of the way, and 
come in with the Jews in troops, and agree with his old outcaſt and 
forſaken wife, and take them again to his bed of love! Grace be 
with you. „5 
Abr. 1637. Yours in our Maſter and Lord, S. R- 
Wo tn eo >MORE SCC OCR ICI RD ISR FCN 
128. To the Lady LARGIRIE. 
Miſtreſs, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I exhort you in the Lord, 
# to go on in your journey to heaven; and to be content of 
ſuca fare by the way, as Chriſt and his followers have had before 
you; tor they had always the wind on their faces; and our Lord 
hath nor changed the way to us' for our eaſe, but will have us 
following our ſweet Guide. Alas, how doth fin clog us on our 
Joarney, aud retard us! What fools are we, to have a by. good, or 
any other love, or match to our ſouls, beſide Chriſt ! It were beſt 
tor us, like ill bairns (who are beſt at home) to ſeek our own home, 
arid to fell our hopes of this little clay-inns and idol of the earth, 
whcre we are neither well ſummered nor well wintered. Oh that 
our fouls would fo fall at odds with the love of this world, as to 
think of it as a traveller doth of a drink of water, which is net a- 
ny part of his treaſure, but goeth away with the uſing! for ten miles 
journey maketh that drink to him as nothing. O that we had as 
ſoon done with this world, and could as quickly diſpatch the love 
of it! But as a child cannot hold two apples in his little hand, but 
the one putteth the other out of its room; ſo neither can we be 
maſters and lords of two loves: bleſſed were we, if we could make 
ourſelves maſters of that invajuable treaſure, the love of Chriſt ; or 
rather, iuffer ourſelves to be maſtered and ſubdued to Chriſt's love, 


ſo a+ Chritt were our all things, and all other things our nothings, 


and ite tie of our delights. O let us be ready for ſhipping a- 
gent the tune of our Lord's wind, and tide calls for us! Death 
* nc latt thief, that ſhall come without the leaſt din or noiſe of 
fat, and take our fouls away, and we ſhall take our leave at time, 


Ad fac. cteraity ; and our Lord ſhall lay together the two ſides of 


{vis cy tabernacle, and fold us and lay us by, as a man layeth 
by © 0:1cs at night, and put the one half of us in a houſe of clay, 
tac dark grave, asd the other half of us in heaven or hell. Seek 
te be tound of your Lord in peace, and gather in your flitting, and 
put your 94l iv order: for Chriſt will not give a nail-breadth of 
rie ou: little faud glaſs Pray for Zion, and for me his priſon- 
C at he would be pleated to bring me amongſt you again, 2. 

| 5 0 


0 


— wy —— — —ͤ— — — — 4 23 — — F< T7 


— 2 © © oo» 


ord, 

it of 

efore 

Lord 

e us 

n our 

d, or 

e beſt 
ome, 
arth, 
| that 
25 iQ 
lot a- 
miles 
lad as 
2 love 
, but 
we be 
make 
ſt; or 
love, 
gings, 
ing a- 
Death 
»iſe of 
time, 


des of 


layeth 


clay, 
Seck 
g, and 
dth of 
"rifon- 
n, full 
of 


Epiſt. 129, LETTERS 185 


of Chriſt, and freighted and loaden with the bleſſing of his goſpol. 
Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Durs in his only Lord and Maſter, S. R. 
S „77 


129 o EARLSTOUN younger. 
_ Wertly and dearly beloved in the Lord, 

I Race, mercy and peace be to you, I long to hear from you: 

remain {till a priſoner of hope, and do think it ſervice to 
the Lord, to wait on {till with ſubmiſſion, till the Lord's morning- 
ſey break, and his ſummer-day dawn : for I am perſuaded, it is a 
piece of the chief errand of our life, that God ſent us, for ſome 
years, down to this earth, among devils and men, the fire-brands 
of the devil, and temptations, that we might ſuffer for a time here 
amongſt our enemies; otherwiſe he might have made heaven to 


walt on us, at our coming out of the womb, and have carried us 


home to our country, without letting us ſet down our feet in this 
knotty and thorny life: but ſeeing a piece of ſuffering is carried to 
every one of us, leſs or more, as infinite wiſdom hath thought good, 
our part is to harden and habituate our ſoft and thin-ſkinned na- 
ture, to endure fire and water, devils, lions, men, loſſes, wo hearts, 
as theſe that are looked upon by God, angels, men and devils. 0 
what folly is it, to fit down and weep upon a decree of God, that 
is both dumb and deaf at our tears, and mult ſtand till as unmov- 
able as God who made it! for who can come behind our Lord, 
to alter and better what he hath decreed and done? It were bet- 
ter to make windows in our priſon, and to look out to God and 
our country heaven, and to cry like tettered men, who long for 
the King's free air, Lord, let thy kingdom come! O let the 
Bridegroom come! And, O day, O fair day, O everlaſting ſum- 
mer-day, down and ſhine out, break out from under the black ſky, 
and ſhine!” I am perſuaded, if every day a ſtone in the prifon-walls 
were broken, and thereby aſſurance given to the chained priſoner, 
lying under tweaty ſtone of irons upon arms and legs, that at length 
his chain ſhould wear in two pieces, and a hole ſhould be made at 
length, as wide as he might come ſafely out to his long-defired li- 
berty; he would in patience wait on, till time ſhould hole the pri- 
ſon-wall and break his chains. The Lord's hopeful priſoners, un- 
der their trials, are in that caſe : years and months will take out 
now one little ſtone, then another, of this houſe of clay, and at 
length time ſhall win out the breadth of a fair door, and fend out 
the impriſoned ſoul to the free air in heaven; and time ſhall file 
off, by little and little, our iron-bolts, which are now on legs and 
arms, and out-date, and wear out trouble thread-bare and holely, 
and then wear them to nothing: for what J ſuffered yeſterday, I 
know, ſhall never come again to trouble me. O that we could 
breathe 
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breathe out new hope, and new ſubmiſſion, every day, in Chriſt's 
ap! For certainly, a weight of glory well weigh ed (yea, encreaſ- 
ing to a far more exceeding and eternal weight) ſhall recompenſe 
both weight and length of light, and clipped and ſhort- dated croſ- 
s: our waters are but ebb, and come neither to our chin, nor to 
the ſtopping of our breath. I may ſee (if I would borrow cyes 
from Chriſt) dry-land, and that near: why then ſhould we not 
laugh at adverſity, and ſcorn our fhort-born and ſoon- dying temp- 
tions! I rejoice in the hope of that glory to be revealed, for it is 
©: uncertain glory we look for; our hope is not hung upon ſuch 
au untwiſted thread, as, I imagine fo, or, it is likely; but the ca- 
die, the ſtrong tow of our faſtened anchor, is the oath and promiſe 
5* him who is eternal verity ; our ſalvation is faſtened with God's 
vn hand, and with Chriſt's own ſtrength, to the ſtrong ſtoup of 
{;0d's unchangeable nature. Mal. iii. 6. I am the Lord, I change 
ot; and therefore ye ſors of Jacob are not conſumed. We may play, 
ud dance, and leap upon our worthy and immovable Rock: the 
ound is ſure and good, and will bide hell's brangling, and devils 
-rangling, and the world's aſſaults. Oh if our faith could ride it 
ut, againſt the high and proud winds and waves, when our ſea 
{-cmeth all to be on fire! O how oft do I let my grips go! I am 
it to ſwimming and half ſinking. I find the devil hath the ad- 
:ntage of the ground, in this battle; for he fighteth in known 
und, in our corrupt nature: alas! that is a friend near of kin 
A blood to himſelf, and will not fail to fall upon us: and hence 
it is, that he, who ſaveth to the uttermoſt, and leadeth many ſons to 
;:lory, is {till righting my ſalvation, and twenty times a- day I ravel 
my heaven, and then I muſt come with my ill ravelled work to 
Shriſt, to cumber him (as it were) to right it, and to ſeek again 
tne right end of the three, and to fold up agan my eternal 
ory with his own hand, and to give a right caſt of his holy and 
gracious hand, to my marred and ſpilt ſalvation, Certainly, it is a 
zumberſome thing, to keep a fooliſh child from falls and broken 
dcs, and weeping for this and that toy, and raſh running, and 
{1ckneſs, and bairns diſeaſes ; ere he win through them all, and win 


dit of the mires, he coſteth meikle black cumber and faſhrie to his 


&cepers : and fo is a believer a cumberſome piece of work, and an 
. ravelled heſp (as we uſe to ſay) to Chriſt : but God be thank- 
d, for many ſpilt ſalvations, and many Ill ravelled heſps hath 
phriſt mended, ſince firſt he entered tutor to loſt mankind. O 
hat could we, bairns, do without him? how ſoon would we mar 
But the leſs of our weight be upon our own feeble legs, and 
me more that we be on Chriſt, the ſtrong rock, the better for us: 
is good for us, that ever Chriſt took the cumber of us; it is our 
{-1ven, to lay many weights and burdens upon Chriſt, and to make 
| 14 21! we have, root and top, beginning and ending of our ſalvati- 
| . on: 
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| Grace, grace be with you. 


melt this cloud that men have caſten over me. 
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on: Lord hold us here. Now to this tutor, and rich Lord, I re- 
commend you: hold faſt till he come, and remember his priſoner. 


os 


Aberd. Yeurs in his and your Lord | 
| 1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


130. To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEISH. 


Reverend and dear brother, RE 
6 Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your letter: 1 
I bleſs our high and only wiſe Lord, who hath broken the 


ſnare that men had Jaid for you; and J hope, that now he {hall 
| keep you in his houſe, in deſpite of the powers of hell. Who 
| knoweth, but the ſtreets of our Jeruſalem {hall yet be filled with 
| young men, and with old men and boys, and women with child; 


and that they ſhall plant vines in the mountains of Samaria ? I am 
ſure, the wheels, paces and motions of this poor church, are tem- 


pered and ruled not as men would, but according to the good 
| pleaſure and infinite wiſdom of our only wife Lord. I am here 


waiting in hope, that my innocency, in this honourable cauſe, ſhall 
I know, my Lord 
had his own quarrels againſt me, and that my droſs ſtood in need 
of this hot furnace; but I rejoice in this, that fair truth, beautiful 
truth (whoſe glory my Lord cleareth to me more and more) bear- 
eth me company; and that my weak aims to honour my Maſter 
in bringing gueſts to his houſe, now {well upon me in comforts ; 
and that I am not afraid to want a witneſs in heaven that it was my 
joy to have a crown put upon Chriſt's head in that country. O 
what joy would I have, to ſee the wind turn apon the enemies of 
the croſs of Chriſt, and to ſee my Lord Jeſus reſtored with the voice 
of praiſe to his own free throne again; and to be brought amonglt 
you, to ſee the beauty of the Lord's houſe! I hope that my coun- 
try will not be ſo ſilly, as to ſuffer men to pl uck you away from 
them, and that ye will uſe means to keep my place empty, and to 
bring me back again to the people, to whom I have Chriſt's right 
and his church's lawful calling. Dear brother, let Chrift be dear- 
er and dcarer to you; let the conqueſt of ſouls be top and root, 
flower and bloom of your joys and defires, in this fide of ſun and 
moon: and in the day, when the Lord thall pull up the four ſtakes 
of this clay tent of the earth, and the-laſt pickle of fand ſhall be 
at the nick of falling down in your walch glaſs, and the maſter 
mall call the ſervants of the vineyard to give them their hire; ye 
will eſteem the bloom of this world's glory like the colours of the 
rainbow, that no man can put in his purſe and treaſure : your la- 
bour and pains ſhall then {mile upon you. My Lord now hath gi- 
ven me experience (howbeit weak and ſmall) that our beſt fare js 
„ 15 | Bunger; 
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hunger; we are but at God's by- board, in this lower houſe; we 
have cauſe to long for ſupper- time, and the high table, up in the 


high palace: this world deſerveth nothing but the outer court of 


our ſoul. Lord, haſten the marriage ſupper of the Lamb. I find 
it ſtill peace to give up with this preſent world, as with an old de- 
courted and caſt- off lover: my bread and drink in it, is not fo much 
worth, that I ſhould not loath the inns, and pack up my deſires 
or Chriſt, that I have ſent ont to the feckleſs creatures in it. Grace, 
race be with you. | 

Aberd. 1637. Your affectionate brother and 


_ Chriſt's priſoner, S. K. 
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131. To the Laird CALL v. 
Much honoured Sir, 1 


» B10 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. 1 long to hear how your 
I ſoul proſpereth: I have that confidence, that your ſoul mind- 
{ih Chriſt and falvation : I beſeech you in the Lord, give more 
dains and diligence to fetch heaven, than the country ſort of lazy 
profeſſors, who think their own faith and their own godlineſs, be- 


_ cauſe it is their own, beſt; and content themſelves with a coldrife 


-uſtom and courſe, with a reſolution to ſummer and winter in that 


lort of profeſſion that the multitude and the times favour moſt; 


nd are {till ſhaping and clipping and carving their faith, accord- 
g as it may beſt ſtand with their ſummer ſun and 2 whole {kin ; 
nd fo breathe out hot and cold in God's matters, according to 
de courſe of the times: this is their compaſs they ſail toward hea- 
ven by, inſtead of a better. Worthy and dear Sir, ſeparate your- 
If from ſuch, and bend yourſelf to the utmoſt of your ſtrength 
aud breath, in running faſt for ſalvation; and in taking Chrift's 
ingdom, uſe violence. It coſt Chriſt and all his followers ſharp 
{towers and hot ſweats, ere they won to the top of the mountain: 
>1t ſtill our ſoft nature would have heaven coming to our bed - ſide, 
when we are ſleeping, and lying down with us, that we might go 
+: heaven in warm clothes; but all that came there found wet feet 
y the way, and ſharp ſtorms, that did take the hide off their face, 
:nd found to's and fro's, and up's and down's, and many by the 
way. It is impoſſible a man can take his luſts to heaven with him, 
ach wares as theſe will not be welcome there. O how loth are we 
{© forego our packalds and burdens, that kinder us to run our race 
1th patience ! It is no ſmall work to diſpleaſe and anger nature, 
mat we may pleaſe God. Oif it be hard to win one foot or half an inch, 
bob our own will, our own wit, out of our own eaſe, and world- 
auſts; and fo to deny ourſelf, and to ſay, It is not I but Chrift, 
il but grace, not God's glory, not I but God's love conſtrain- 
me, not I but the Lord's word, not I but Chriſt's command 

| | 8 ing 
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we ing power as King in me! O what pains; and what a death is! 
the to nature, to turn to me, myſelf, my luſt, my eaſe, my credit, over 
of in my Lord, my Saviour, my King, and my God, my Lord's will, 
ind my Lord's grace! But alas! that idol, that whoriſh creature, my- 
de- ſelt, is the maſter-idol we all bow to. What made Evah miſcar- 
ch MW ry? and what hurried her headlong upon the forbidden fruit but 
res chat wretched thing, herſelf? what drew that brother murderer to 
ice, kill Abel? that wild himſelf, What drove the old world on to 
corrupt their ways? who but themſelves, and their own pleaſure 5 
and What was the cauſe of Solomon's falling into idolatry, and mulii- 
| plying of ſtrange wives? what but himſelf, whom he would 19. 
„cher pleaſe than God? What was the hook that took David an 
WM foored him firſt in adultery, but his ſelf luſt; and then in murder 
| but his ſelf- credit and ſelf honour? What led Peter on to deny Ei; 
Lord? was it not a piece of bimſelf, and ſelf love to a whole kin ? 
| What made Judas fell his Maſter for thirty pieces of money, bu 
a piece of ſelf. love, idolizing of avaricious'felf? What made De- 
mas to go off the way of the goſpel, to embrace this preſent world? 
ever: ſeli-love and love of gain for himſelf. Every man blameth 
the devil for his fins ; but the great devil, the houſe devil of every 
man, the houſe- devil that eateth and lyeth in every man's boſom, is 
that idol that killeth all, himſelf. O bleſſed are they, who can de 
ny themſelves, and put Chriſt in the room of themſelves ! O would 
| to the Lord, I had, not a myſelf, but Chriſt; not a my luſt, bu 
Chriſt; not a my eaſe, but Chriſt; not a my honour, but Chriſt : 
O iweet word! Gal. ij. 20. J live no more, but Ghrift lirveth in m 
O if every one would put away himſelf, his owa ſelf, his own eaſc, 
his own pleaſure, his own credit, and his own twenty things, hi- 
own hundred things, that he ſetteth up as idols above Chriſt | Dea 
Sir, I know ye will be looking back to your old ſelf, and to your 
ſelf luſt and ſelf-idol, that ye ſet up in the luſts of youth, above 
Chriſt. Worthy Sir, pardon this my freedom of love. God is my 
witneſs, that it is out of an earneſt deſire after your ſoul's eterna 
welfare, that I uſe this freedom of ſpeech : your ſun, I know, i- 
lower, and your evening ſky and ſun ſetting nearer than when 
ſaw you laſt : ſtrive to end your taſk before night, and to male 
Chriſt yourſelf, and to acquaint your love and your heart with i}. 
Lord. Stand now by Chriſt and his truth, when ſo many 4!) 
toully, and are falſe to him, I hope, ye love him and his trut]:, 
let me have power with you to coufirm you in him. I think mor 
of my Lord's ſweet croſs, than of a crown of gold, and a free king 
ninch, dom lying to it. Sir, I remember you in my prayers to the Lord. 
world- according to my promiſe : help me with your prayers, that ou. 
Chrift, Þ Lord would be pleaſed to bring me amongſt you again, with th. 
train. goſpel of Chriſt. Grace, grace be with you. 
mane | ».4erd, 1637, Tours in his fweeteft Lird and Mafler, S. l 
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132. To JOHN GORDON of Cardonefs, ycunger. 


Dearly beloved in our Lord, E 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long exceedingly to hear 
of the caſe of your ſou], which hath a large ſhare both of my 
prayers and careful thoughts. Sir, remember that a precious trea- 
ture and prize is upon this ſhort play that ye are now upon; even 


the eternity of well or wo to your ſoul, ſtandeth upon the little point 


of your ill or well employed ſhort and ſwift - poſting fand-glaſs : ſeck 
the Lord while he may be found; the Lord waiteth upon you, 
Your ſoul is of no little price; gold nor filver, of as much bounds 
as would cover the higheſt heavens round about, cannot buy it. To 
live as others do, and to be free of open fins, that the world crieth 
ſhame upon, will not bring you to heaven; as much civility and 
country-diſcretion as would ly between you and heaven, will not 
lead you one foot or one inch above condemned nature : and there- 
fore take pains upon ſceking of falvation, and give your will, wit, 
humour, the green deſtres of youth's pleaſures, off your hand to 
Chriſt, It is not poſſible for you to know, till experience teack 


you, how dangerous a time youth is: it is like green and wet tim. 


ber; when Chriſt caſteth fire on it, it taketh not fire. There is 
need here of more than ordinary pains ; for corrupt nature hath x 
good back friend of youth ; and finning againſt light will put out 
your candle, and ſtupify your conſcience, and bring upon it more 
coverings and ikmn, and leſs fecling and ſenſe of guiltineſs; and when 
that is done, the devil is like a mad horſe, that hath broken the 
bridle, and runneth away with his rider whither he liſteth. Learn 
to know that which the apoſtle knew, the deceitfulneſs of fin: 
ftrive to make prayer, and reading, and holy company, and holy 


conference, your delight; and when delight cometh in, ye ſhall by 


little and little ſmell the ſweetneſs of Chriſt, till at length your foul be 
over head and ears in Chriſt's ſweetneſs; then ſhall ye be taken up 
to the top of the mountain with the Lord, to know the raviſhments 
of ſpiritual love, and the glory and excellency of a ſeen, revealed, 
felt and embraced Chriſt; and then ye fhall not be able to looſe 
yourſelf off Chriſt, and to bind your foul to old lovers: then, and 
uever till then, are all the paces, motions, walkings and wheels of 
your ſoul in a right tune, and in a ſpiritual temper, But if this 
world and the luſts thereof be your delight, 1: know not what Chriſt 
can make of you; ye cannot be metal to be a velkel of glory and 
mercy. As the Lord liveth, thouſand thouſands are beguiled with 
ſecurity, becauſe God, and wrath, and judgment are not terrible 
to them. Stand in awe of God, and of the warnings of a check: 
ing and rebuking conſcience: make others to fee Chriſt in you, 
moving, doing, ſpeaking and thinking; your actions will 5 0! 

| 55 : 1 5 1, 
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bim, if he be in you: there is an inſtinct in the new- born babes 


of Chriſt like the inſtinct of nature, that leads birds to build 
their neſts, and bring up their young, and love ſuch and ſuch places 
as woods, foreſts and wilderneſſes, better than other places: th- 


| inſtin of nature maketh a man love his mother - country, above 
al countries; the inſtinct of renewed nature, and ſupernatural grace, 
will lead you to ſuch and ſuch works, as to love your country above, 


to ſigh to be clothed with your houſe not made with hands, and 


| to call your borrowed priſon here below, a borrowed priſon; and 


to look upon it ſervant-like and pilgrim-like : and the piigrim 
eye and look is a diſdainful- like diſcontented-caft of his eye; 


| heart crying after his eye, Fy, fy, this is not like my country. 


recommend to you the mending of a hole, and reforming of a fe 


ing, one or other, every week; and put off a fin for a piece of 


as of anger, wrath, luſt, intemperance, every day, that ye may more 
eaſily maſter the remnant of your corruption. God hath given 


you a wife; love her, and let her breaſts ſatisfy you: and, for th. | 
Lord's ſake, drink no waters but out of your own ciſtern ; ſtran ge 
wells are poiſon. Strive to learn ſome newway againſt your corrup 


tion, from the man of God, M. W. D. or other fervants of God 
feep not found, till ye find yourſelf in that cafe, that ye dare loc 
death in the face, and durſt hazard your ſoul upon eternity, I am 
ſure many ells and inches of the ſhort thread of your life are b 
hand, ſince I ſaw you: and that thread hath an end, and ye hai © 
no hands to caſt a knot, and add one day or a finger-breadth tos 
end of it: when hearing, and ſeeing, and the outer walls of the clz 1 


houſe ſhall fall down, and life ſhall render the beſieged caſtle ! 


clay to death and judgment, and ye find your time worn ebb ai 
run out, what thoughts will ye then have of idol pleaſures, tha: 
poſſibly are now ſweet ? What bud or hire would ye then give fe. 
the Lord's favour ? and what a price would ye then give for pa: 
don? It were not amiſs to think, What if I were to receive 
doom, and to enter into a furnace of fire and brimſtone ? what 
it come to this, that I ſhall have no portion but utter darkneſs 
and what if I be brought to this, to be baniſhed from the preſen.-- 
of God, and to be given over to God's ſer jeants, the devil, and et! 
power of the ſecond death ?* Put your ſoul, by ſuppoſition, in ſuc“ 
a caſe, and conſider what horror would take hold of you, and wh 
then ye would eſteem of pleaſing yourſelf in the courſe of fin! | 
dear Sir, for the Lord's fake, awake to live righteouſly, and Io 
your poor ſoul ! and, after ye have ſeen this my letter, ſay wi. 
yourſelf, The Lord will ſeek an account of this warning [ have : - 
ceived. Lodge Chriſt in your family. Receive no ſtranger hir 
ling as your paſtor, I bleſs your children. Grace be with yo", 
Aberd, 1637. Teur lawful and llwing paſter, S. I. 
c | Bb 2 £33. 20 
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133. To my Lord BOYD. 
M . very honourable and good Lord, 
Race, mere and peace be to your Lordſhip, Ont of the wor. 


thy report that I hear of your Lordſhip's zeal for this born- 
down and oppreſted goſpel, I am bold to write to your Lordſhip, 


beſeeching you by the mercies of God, by the honour of our roy- 


al and princely King Jeſus, by the ſorrows, tears and deſolation of 
your afflicted mother-church, and by the peace of your conſcience, 
and your joy in the day of Chriſt, that your Lordſhip would goon, 
in the ſtrength of your Lord, and in the power of his might, to 


beſtir yourſelf, for the vindicating of the fallen honour of your 
| Lord Jeſus. O bleſſed hands for evermore, that ſhall help to put 


the crown upon the head of Chriſt again, in Scotland. I dare pro- 
mile in the name of our Lord, that this ſhall faſten and fix he pil- 
lars and the ſtakes of your own hononrable houſe upon earth. if 
you lend, and lay in pledge in Chriſt's hand (o pon {piritual hazard) 
life, eſtate, houſe, honour, credit, moyen, friends, the favour of men 


| (ſuppoſe kings with three crowns) ſo being ye may bear witneſs, 
and acquit yourſelf as a man of valour and courage, to the Prince 
of your ſalvation, for the purging of his temple, and {weeping out 


the lordly Diotrephes's, time-courting Demas's, corrupt Hymene- 
us's, and Philetus's, and other ſuch oxen, that with their dung de- 
file the temple of the Lord. Is not Chriſt now crying, Who will 


help me? who will come out with me, to take part with me, and 


ſhare in the honour of my victory over theſe mine enemies, who 


have ſaid, We will not have this man to rule over us? My ver 


honourable and dear Lord, join, join (as ye do) with Chriſt ; he is 
more worth to you, and your poſterity, than this World's May- 
flowers, and withering riches and honour, that ſhall go away as 


ſmoke, and evaniſh in a night viſion, and (hal! in one half hour, 


after the blaſt of the archangel's trumpet, ly in white aſhes. Let 


me beleech your Lorſhip to draw by the lap of time's curtain, and 


look in through that window to great and endleſs eternity, and 
conſider, if a worldly price (ſuppoſe this little round clay-globe of 
this aſhy and dirty earth, the dying idol of the fools of this world, 
were all your own) can be given for one ſmile of Chriſt's God: 

like and ſoul-raviſhing countenance, in that day, when fo many joints 


and knees of thouſand thouſands wailing ſhall ſtand before Chriſt, 


trembling, ſhouting, and making their prayers to hills and moun- 
tains, to fall upon them, and hide them from the face of the Lamb. 


O how many would ſell lordſhi ps and kingdoms that day, and buy 


Chriſt! But, oh the market ſhall be cloſed and ended ere then ! 

Your Lordſhip hath now a bleſſed venture, of winning court with the 

Prince of the Kings of the carth he himſelf weeping, truth born ous 
| an 
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and fallen in the ſtreets, and an oppreſſed goſpel, Chriſt's bride, with 

watery eyes, and ſpoiled of her veil, her hair hanging abobt her 
eyes, forced to go in ragged apparel, the baniſhed, filenced and 
impriſoned prophets of God, who have not the favour of liberty to 
propheſy in ſackcloth ; all theſe, I ſay, call for your help. Fear 
not worms of clay, the moth ſhall eat them as a garment ; let the 
Lord be your fear, he is with you, and thall fight for you: thus 
ſhall ye cauſe the bleſſing of thoſe, who are ready to periſh, come 
upon you; and ye ſhall make the heart of this yo,.c mother-church 
to ſing for joy. The Lamb and his armies are with you, and the 
kingdoms of the earth are the Lord's. J am perſuaded, there is not 
another goſpel, nor another ſaving-truth, than that which ye now _ 
contend for. I dare hazard my heaven and ſalvation upon it, that 
this is the only ſaving way to glory. Grace, grace be with your 

Lordſhip. . 


Aberd. 1637. Your Lordihip's at all reſpective 
b obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 
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134. To ROBERT GORDON, Baillie of Air, 
J | O 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear from you : - 
our Lord is with his afflicted kirk, ſo that this burning buſh. 
is not conſumed to aſhes. I know, ſubmiſſive on waiting for the 
Lord, ſhall at length ripen the joy and deliverance of his own, who 
are truly bleſſed on-waiters : what is the dry and miſcarrying hope 
of all them, who are not in Chriſt, but confuſion and wind? O 
how pitifully and miſerably are the children of this world beguiled, 
whoſe wine cometh home to them water, and their gold braſs and 
tia! and what wonder, that hopes builded upon {and ſhould fall 
and fink? It were good for us all to abandon the forlorn, and 
blaſted, and withered hope, we have had in the creature; and let 
us henceforth come and drink water out of our own well, even 
the fountain of living waters, and build ourſelves and our hope up- 
on Chriſt oar rock. But, alas, that natural love, that we have to 
this borrowed home, that we were born in; and that this clay-ci- 
ty, the vain earth, ſhould have the largeſt ſhare of our heart! Our 
poor, lean and empty dreams of confidence in ſomething beſide God, 
are no further travelled, than up and down the naughty and feck- 
leſs creatures. God may ſay of us, as he ſaid, Amos vi. 13. Ye 
rejoice in a thing of nought. Surely we ſpin our ſpiders web with 
pain, and build our rotten and tottering houſe upon a lie, and 
falſhood, and vanity. O when will we learn to have thoughts 
higher than the ſan and moon, and learn our joy, hope, confidence, 
and our ſoul's deſires, to look up to our belt country, and to look, 
down to clay-tents ſet up for a night's lodging or two in this un 
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couth land, and laugh at our childiſh conceptions and imaginations, 


that ſuck our joy out of creatures, wo, ſorrow, loſſes, and grief! 


O ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus! O faireſt Godhead ! O flower of men 
and angels! why are we ſuch ſtrangers to, and far- off beholders 
of thy glory?” O it were our happineſs for evermore, that God 
would caſt a peſt, a botch, a leproſy, upon our part of this great 
whore, a fair and well-buſked world, that clay might no longer de- 
ceive us! But O that God may burn and blaſt our hope hereaway, 
rather than our hope ſhould live to burn us! Alas, the wrong fide 
of Chriſt (to ſpeak ſo) his black ſide, his ſuffering ſide, his wounds, 
his bare coat, his wants, his wrongs, the oppreſſio ns of men done 
:0 him, are turned towards mens eyes; and they ſee not the beſt 
aud faireſt fide of Chriſt, nor ſee they his amiable face and his 
auty, that men and angels wonder at. Sir, lend your thoughts 
*-: theſe things, and learn to contemn this world, and to turn your 
yes and heart away from beholding the maſked beauty of all things 
der time's law and doom. See him who is inviſible, and his in- 
ville things; draw by the curtain, and look in with liking and 


'»ncing to a kingdom undefiled, that fadeth not away, reſerved for 


in the heaven: this is worthy of your pains, and worthy of 


our ſoul's ſweating, and labouring, and ſeeking after, night and 


day. Fire will fly over the earth, and all that is in it, even de. 
"**:u&tion from the Almighty. Fy, fy upon that hope, that ſhall 
dried up by the root! Fy upon the drunken night-bargains, and 
drunken and mad covenants, that ſinners make with death and 
hell after cups. And when mens ſouls are mad and drunken with 
e love of this lawleſs life, they think to make a neſt for their 
pes, and take quarters and conditions of hell and death, that they 
all have eaſe, long life, peace; and in the morning, when the laſt 
7-1mper ſhall awake them, then they rue the block. It is time, 
and high time for you, to think upon death and your accounts, 


aud to remember what ye are, where ye will be before the year of 
Lord 1700: I hope ye are thinking upon this. Pull at your 


, and draw it aſide from the company that it is with, and round 

and whiſper into it news of eternity, death, judgment, heaven and 

4% Grace, grace be with you. 5 
Werd. 1637. Tours in his fweet Lord 

ot Belt; Bo I: 
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35. 7 ALEXANDER GORDON of Earjloun. 


Much hznoured Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. It is like, if ye, the gentry 


{:2ketk) for the Lord, that he will now deliver his flock, and ga- 


er and reſcue his ſcattered ſheep, from the hands of cruel and 


rigorous 


I and nobility of chis nation, be men in the ſtreets (as the word 
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rigorous lords, that have ruled over them with force. O that mine 


eyes might ſee the moon lignt turn to the light of the ſun! But I 
{till fear, the quarrel of a broken covenant in Scotland ſtandeth be- 


fore the Lord; however it be, I avouch it before the world, that 


the tabernacle of the Lord (hall again be in the midſt of Scotland, 
and the glory of the Lord ſhall dwell in beauty, as the light of 
many days in one, in this land. O what could my foul defire more, 
next to my Lord Jeſus, while I am in this fleſh, but that Chriſt 
and his kingdom might be great amongſt Jews and Gentiles; and 
that the iſles (and amongſt them, overclouded and darkned Bri- 
tain) might have the glory of a noon-day's ſun ! O that I had any 
thing (I will not except my part in Chriſt) to wadſet or lay in 
pledge, to redeem and buy ſuch glory to my higheſt and royal 
Prince, my ſweet Lord Jeſus! My poor little heaven were well be- 
ſtowed, if it could ſtand a pawn for ever, to ſet on high the glory 
of my Lord; but I know, he needeth not wages nor hire at my 
hand: yea, I know, if my eternal glory could weigh down in weight, 
its alone, all the eternal glory of the bleſſcd angels, :nd of all the 
ſpirits of juſt and perfect men, glorified and to be glorified ; oh 
alas! how far [ am engaged to forego it for, and give it over to 
Chriſt, ſo being he might thereby be ſer on high above ten thouſand 
thouſand of millions of heavens, in the conqueſt of many, many na- 
tions to his kingdom! O that his kingdom would come? O that all 
the world would ſtoop before him! O bleſſed hands that ſhall put 
the crown upon Chriſt's head in Scotland! But alas! I can ſcarce get 
leave to ware my love on him: I can find no ways to out my heart 
upon Chriſt ; and my love, that I with my foul beſtow on him, is 
like to die upon my hand, and I think it no bairns-play to be hun- 
gered with Chriſt's love : to love him and to want him, wanteth 
little of hell. Jam ſure, he knoweth, how my joy would {well 
upon me, from a little well to a great ſca, to have as much of his 
love, and as wide a ſoul anſwerable to comprehend it, till I cried, 
Hold Lord, no more. But I find, he will not have me to be mine 


en {teward, nor mine own carver : Chriſt keepeth the keys of 


Chriſt (to ſpeak ſo) and of his own love, and he is a wiſer diſtribut- 
er than I can take up: I know, there is more in him than would 
make me run-over like a coaſt-full ſea. I were happy for ever- 
more, to get leave to ſtand but beſide Chriſt and his love, and to 
look in, ſuppoſe I were interdicted of God to come near, touch or 
embrace, kiſs or ſet to my ſinful head, and drink myſelf drunken 
with that lovely thing. God ſend me that which 1 would have; 
for I now verily ſee, more clearly than before, our folly in drinking 
dead waters, and in playing the whore with our ſoul's love upon 
runnipg- out wells, and broken ſheards of creatures of yeſterday, 
whom time will unlaw, with the penalty of loſing their being and 


tor 


200 Mi. PUTHERFOORD's 


beauty and excellency, cometh and rubbeth up and exciteth that 
loye, what can be heaven, if this be not heaven? J am ſure, this bit 


feckleſs, narrow and ſhort love of regenerated ſinners, was born for 
no other end, but to breathe, and live, and love, and dwell in the 


boſom and betwixt the breaſts of Chriſt. Whereis there a bed or 
a lodging for the ſaints love, bur Chriſt? O that he would take. 


curſelves off our hand! for neither we nor the creatures can be ei- 
ther due conqueſt, or lawful heritage to love: Chriſt, and none 
but Chriſt, is Lord and proprietor of it. 


Oh alas, how pitiful is 
it, that ſo much of our love goeth by him ! O but we be wretched 


 waſters of our fouls love! I know, it is the depth of bottomleſs and 


unſearchable providence, that the ſaints are ſuffered to play the 
"whore from God, and that their love goeth a hunting, when God 
tnoweth, it ſhall coſt nothing of that at ſnapper time. Therenewed 
would have it otherwiſe; and why is it fo, ſeeing our Lord can 
«Keep us without nodding, tottering or reeling, or any fall at all ? 
Jour deſires, I hope, ſhall meet with perfection; but God will have 
our fins an office houſe for God's grace, and hath made fin a mat- 
tr of an unlaw and penalty, for the Son of God's blood: and how- 
beit ſin ſhould be our ſorrow, yet there is a ſort of 3 


reſting upon God's diſpenſation required of us, that there is 


a thing in us as ſin, whereupon mercy, forgiveneſs, healing cur- 
ing, in our ſweet Phyſician, may find a field to work ypon. O 
what a deep is here, that created wit cannot taRt'uþ! However 
matters go, it is our happineſs to win new ground daily in Chriſt's 
love, and to purchaſe a new piece of it daily, and to add conqueſt to 
conqueſt, till our Lord Jeſus and we be ſo near other, that Satan 
hall not draw a ſtraw or a threed betwixt us, And for myſelf, I 
gave no greater joy, in my well-favoured bonds for Chriſt, than 
that I know, time ſhall put him and me together; and that my love 
and longing hath room and liberty amidſt my bonds and Ipes 


_ {-yhereof there are not a few here of all ranks) to go viſit the 


borders, and outer coaſts of my Lord Jeſus's country! and fee, at 
icaſt afar off and darkly, the country which ſhall be mine inhert- 
tance, Which is my Lord Jeſus's due, both through birth and con- 
queſt. I dare avouch to all that know God, that the ſaints know 
not the length and largeneſs of the ſweet earneſt, and of the ſweet 
preen ſheaves before the harveſt, that might be had on this fide of 
the water, if we would take more pains ; and that we all go to hea- 
ven with leſs earneſt, and lighter purſes of the hoped- for ſummer, 
than otherwiſe we might do, if we took more pains to win further 
in upon Chriſt, in this pilgrimage of our abſence from him. Grace, 
ace and glory be your portion. nes ig MY 
Aberd. 16379. Tours an his fezzet Lord Jefis, - 5 
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for God, and when Chriſt in his boundleſs and bottomleſs love, 
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16. To [OHN LAWRIE, 


Dear brother, 5 | 

Am forry that ye, or ov many in this kingdom, ſhould expe * 
L fo mach of me, an empty reed: verily I am a naughty aid 
poor body; but if the tinkling of my Lord qaſus's iron chains c 
legs and arms could ſound the high praifes of my royal King, who! . 
priſoner J am, O how would my joy run over! it my Lord woul.! 
bring, edification to one ſon} by my bonds, I am fatisfied : bat 
know not what I can do to ſuch a princely and beautiful Well-beloy 
ed; he is far behind with me. Little thanks to me, to ſay to o- 
 thers, his wind bloweth on me, who am but withered and dry 
bones: but ſince ye defire me to write to you, either help me to 
{et Chriſt on high, for his running-over love, in that the heat of 
his {wcet breath hath melted a frozen heart, elſe I think ye don 
thing tor a priſoner. I am fully confirmed, that it is the honon, 
of our Law-giver I ſuffer for now: 1 am not aſhamed to give g 
letters of recommendation of Chriſt's love, to as many as will ce 
the Lord Jeſus and his croſs. If I had not failed this ſea-w] ] -» 
heaven, but had taken the land-way, as many do, 1 ſhould no: 
have known Chriſt's ſweetneſs in ſuch a meafure: but the truth is, 
let no man thank me; for I cauſed not Chriſt's wind to blow up- 
on me: his love came upon a withered creature, whether I would 
or not (and yet by coming it procured from me a welcome.) #. 
heart of iron, and iron-doors, will not hold Chriſt out; I give him 
leave to break iron-locks and come in, and that is all: and now 
know not, whether pain of love for want of poſſcſiion, or ſorrow/ 
that I dow not thank him, paineth me moſt : but both work upon 
me. Por the 1, O that he would come, and fatisfy the longing 
ſoul, and fill the hungry with theſe good things! I know inde: d, 
my guiltineſs may be a bar in bis way: but he is God, and ready 
to forgive. And for the other, wo, wo is me, that I cannot find 
heart to give back again my unworthy little love, for his great ſes - 
full of love to me: O that he would learn me this piece of gratz. 
tude! O that I could have leave to look in, through the bole c 
the door, to ſee his face, and ſing his praiſes ! or could break up 
one of his chamber-windows, to look in upon his delighting beauty, 
till my Lord fend more! Any litile communion with him, one of 
his love-Jooks ſhould be my begun heaven. I know, he is not 
lordly, neither is the Bridegroom's love proud, though I be black 
and unlovely and unworthy of him. I would ſeek but leave, and 
withal grace, to ſpend my love upon him. I counſel you to think 
highly of Chriſt, and of free, free grace, more than ye did before ; 
for I know that Chriſt is not known amongſt us. I think I fee 

more of Chriſt than ever I ſaw: and yet] ſec but little of what ma 
* 7" be 
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be ſeen: O that he would draw. by the curtains, and that the King 
would come out of his gallery and palace, that I might ſee him! 
Chriſt's love is young glory and young heaven: It would ſoften 
hell's pain to be filled with it. What would I refuſe to ſuffer, if 
I could but get a draught of love at my heart's deſire ? O what price 
can be given for him! Angels cannot weigh him; O his weight, 
his worth, his ſweetneſs, his overpaſſing beauty ' If men and an- 
gels would come, and look to that great and princely One, their 
ebbneſs would never take up his depth, their narrowneſs would ne- 
yer comprehend, his breadth, height and length: if ten thouſand 
thouſand worlds of angels were created, then might all tire them- 
{clves in wondering at his beanty, and begin again to wonder of 
new. O that J could win nigh him, to kiſs his feet, to hear his 
voice, to find the ſmell of his ointments ! But oh alas, I have little, 
little of him! yet 1 long for more. Remember my bonds, and 
help me with your prayers; for I would not niffer or exchange 
my ſad hours, with the joy of my velvet adverfaries. Grace be 


with you. N . 
Aberdeen, June. 10.  Nowrs in his ſweet Lord 
141637. Jeſus, S. R 

< . 


137. To Mr. JAMES FLEMING, 
Reverend and well-beloved in our Lord, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : I received your letter, 
= which hath refreſhed me in my bonds. I cannot but teſti- 
iy unto you, my dear brother, what ſweetneſs I find in our Maſ- 
ter's croſs; but alas what can I either do or ſuffer for him? if I 
mi alone had as many lives, as there have been drops of rain ſince 
the creation, I would think them too little for that lovely One, our 
Well-beloved; but my pain and my ſorrow is above my ſufferings, 
that I find not ways to ſet ont the praiſes of his love to others: I 
am not able, by tongue, pen, or ſufferings, to provoke many to fall 
in love with him: dut he knoweth, whom I love to ſerve in the Spirit, 
what I would do, and ſuffer by his own ſtrength, fo being I might 
make my Lord Jeſus lovely and ſweet to many thouſands in this 
land. I think it amongſt God's wonders, that he will take any 
praiſe or glory, or any teftimony to his honourable cauſe, from 
ſuch a forlorn ſinner as] am: but when Chriſt worketh, he need- 
eth uot aſk the queſtion, by whom he will be glorious ; I know, 
ſeeing his glory at the beginning did ſhine out of poor nothing, to 


creatures, to proclaim his goodnels, power and wiſdom, if I were 
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ſet up ſuch a fair houſe for man and angels, and ſo many glos ious | acceſs t 


| love, 50 


burnt to aſhes, out of the ſmoke and powder of my diſſolved body, And th 


he could raife glory to himſelf: his glory is his end; oh that I could 
join with him, to make it my end! I would think that fellow hip 


ſoner t 


not ſo 


honour 
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with him ſweet and glorious. But alas! few know the guiltin-: 
that is on my part; it is a wonder, that this good cauſe bath 
been marred and ſpilt, in my feul hands: but I rejoice in this, th! 
my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath found ſomething ado, even a ready ma 
get for his free grace, and incomparable and matchleſs mercy, 
my wants: only my lothſome wretchedneſs and my wants he 
E qualified me for Chriſt, and the riches of his glorious grace; 
behoved to take me for nothing, or elſe to want me: few kn 
the unſeen and private reckonings betwixt Chriſt and me; yet h 


L love, his boundleſs love would not bide away, nor ſtay at hom 


with himſelf; and yet I dow not make it welcome, as I ough. 
E when it is come unſent - for and without hire. How joyful is m. 
heart, that ye write, ye are deſirous to join with me in praiſing: : 
for it is charity to help a dyvour to pay his debts; but when 21 
have helped me, my name ſhall ſtand in his count-book under te 
! thouſand thouſands of ſums unpaid : but it eaſeth my heart, th: 
bis dear ſervants will but ſpeak of my debts to ſuch a ſweet Cred.- 
E tor. I deſire, he may lay me in his own balance and weigh me, it 
I would not fain have a feaſt of his boundlets love made to my ow! 
ſoul, and to many others. One thing I know, we ſhall not all ba 
able to come near his excellency with eye, heart or tongue; for b. 
is above all created thoughts; all nations before him are as nothing, 
and leſs than nothing; he ſitteth in the circuit of heaven, and the 
inhabitants of the earth are as graſhoppers before him! O that 
men would praiſe him! Ye complain of your private caſe: alas! 
am not the man, who can ſpeak to ſuch an one as ye are: any ſweei 
E preſence I have had in this town, is (I know) for this cauſe, that 
might expreſs and make it known to others; but I never find my- 
# ſelf nearer Chriſt, that royal and princely One, than after a pre: 

weight and ſenſe of deadneſs, and graceleſſneſs: I think, the ſeni- 
of our wants, when withal we have a reſtleſſneſs, and a ſort of ſp. 

ritual impatience under them, and can make a din, becauſe we wan 
him whom our ſoul loveth, is that which maketh an open door i 
Z Chriſt; and when we think, we are going backward, becauſe w. 
feel deadneſs, we are going forward: for the more ſenſe, the more 
8 life, and no ſenſe argueth no life. There is no ſweeter fellowſhi 
with Chriſt, than to bring our wounds and our ſores to him. Bur 


for myſelf, I am aſhamed of Chriſt's goodneſs and love, ſince the 


time of my bonds; for he hath been pleaſed to open up new trea- 
{ ſures of love and felt ſweetneſs, and give viſitations of love, and 


| acceſs to himſelf, in this ſtrange land. I would think a fill of hi- 


love, young and green heaven; and when he is pleaſed to come, 
and the tide is in, and the fea full, and the King and a poor pri- 
| ſoner together in the houſe of wine, the black tree of the crofs 
not fo heavy as a feather. I cannot, I dow not, but give Chriſt a; 
| honourable teftimony : 1 ſee, the Lord can ride through his ene. 
5 ) 
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mies bands, and triumph in the ſufferings of his own; and that 
this blind world ſeeth not, that ſuffering is Chriſt's armour, where. 
in he is victorious: and they that contend with Zion {ce not what 
he is doing, when they are ſet to work, as under-{miths and ſer- 
vants, to the work of refining of the ſaints, (Satan's hand alſo by 
them is at the melting of our Lord's veſſels of mercy) and their ot. 
fice in God's houſe, is to ſcour and cleanſe veſſels for the King'; 
table. I marvel not to ſee them triumph, and fit at caſe in Zion; 
our Father'muſt lay up his rods, and keep them carefully for his 
own uſe ; our Lord cannot want fire in his houſe; his furnace is 
in Zion, and his fire in Jeruſalem : but little know the adverſaries 
the counſel and thoughts of the Lord. And for your complaints 
of your miniſtry, I now think all 1 did too little: plainneſs, free. 
dom, watchtulneis, fidelity, fhall {well upon you, in exceedin 
large comforts, in your {nft:rings : the feeding of. Chriſt's lambs in 
private viſitations, and catechiſing, in painful preaching, and fair, 
honelt and free warning of the flock, is a ſufferer's garland. O ten 
thouſand times bleſſed are they, who are honoured of Chriſt to be 

tai hfal and painful, in wooing a bride to Chriſt ! My dear brother, 
Iko, ye think more on this, than I can; and I rejoice that your 
purpole is, in the Lord's ſtrength, to back your wronged Maſter, 
and to come ont, and call yourſelf Chriſt's man, when ſo many are 
no denying him, as fearing that Chriſt cannot do for himſelf and 
them. I am a loſt man for ever, or this, this is the way to falva- 
tion, even this way that they call hereſy, that men now do mock 
and ſcoff at. IT am confirmed now, that Chriſt will accept of his 
ſervants ſufferings as good fervice.to him, at the day of his ap- 
pearance z and that ere it be long he will be upon. us all, and men 
in all their blacks and whites [hall be brought out beforc God, an- 
gels and men. Our Maſter is not far off: oh if we could wait on, 
and be faithful! The good-will of him who dwelt in the buſh, the 
tender favour and love, the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
yu. Help m: with your prayers ; and deſire, from me, other bre 
thren, to take courage for their Maſter. 

Aberd. Aug. 15, Yours in his . Lord 


1637. Jeſus, S. R. 
Sec ee ICC DLDDDCCD ICI DIOOR 
138. To Mr. JOHN MEINE. 
Worthy and dear brother, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have been too log] in 
anſwering your letter, but other buſineſs took me up. I am 
here waiting, it the fair wind will turn upon Chriſt fails i in Scot- 
land; aud if deliverance be breaking out to this over-clouded and 
benigzutod kirk. Oh that we could contend by prayers and ſup- 
plications 971th our Lord tor thai effect I know, he hath not given 


out 


t pilt. 1 
out his 
riſon, 


| of Chri 
| rich in 


Ience, 
who t: 
as | an 
ſteppin 


remoni 


| embra 


love le 
himſe! 
mer fr 
many 
with 
Chriſt 
ſorros 
have 
but tl 


Epiſt. 139.  WEDTERS. "208 
out his laſt doom againſt this land. I have little of Chriſt in this 
priſon, but groanings, and longings, and deſires: all my ſtock 


| of Chriſt is ſome hunger for him, (and yet I cannot ſay, but I am. 
rich in that) my faith, and hope, and holy practice of new obed- 
jence, are ſcarce worth the ſpeaking of: but bleſſed be my Lord, 


who taketh me, light, and clipped, and naughty, and feckleſs, 


; as I am, I ſee Chriſt will not prig with me, nor ſtand upon 


| ſtcpping-ſtones, but cometh in at the broad-{ide without ce- 
| rcmonies, or making it nice, to make a poor ranſomed one his 
| .own. O that I could feed upon his breathing, and kiſſing, and 
| embracing, and upon the hopes of my meeting and his, when 
love letters ſhall not go betwixt us, but he ſhall be meſſenger 
| himſelf: but there is required patience on our part, till the ſum- 
mer fruit in heaven be ripe for us; it is in the bud, bat there be 
many things to do before our harveſt come: and we take ill 


with it, and can hardly endure to ſet our paper-face to one of 


Chriſt's ſtorms, and to go to heaven with wet feet, and pain, and 
ſorrow. We love to carry heaven to heaven with us, and would 
have two ſummers in one year, and no lets than two heavens ; 
but this will not be for us: one, and ſuch an one, may ſuffice 
us well enough; the man Chriſt got but one only, and ſhall we 


have two? Remember my love in Chriſt to your father, and 


help me with your prayers, If ye would be a deep divine, I re- 
commend to you ſanctification: fear him, and he ſhall reveal 
his covenant to you. Grace be with you. 5 


Aberdeen, Jan. 5. Yours in his ſibeet Lord 
18637. Jeſus, S. R. 
DT 139. 7 CARDONESS elder, 
Much honoured Sir, 5 5 | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I have longed to hear 


eſtate of that people with you. I beſeech you, Sir, by the ſal- 
vation of your precious ſoul, and the mercies of God, make good 
and ſure work of your ſalvation, and try upon what ground-ſtone 

ye have builded. Worthy and dear Sir, if ye be upon ſinking 
{and, a ſtorm of death, and a blaſt will looſe Chriſt and you, and 
waſh you cloſe off the rock; O for the Lord's ſake, look nar- 
rowly to the work. Read over your lite, with the light of God's 
day-light and fun; for ſalvation is not caſten down at every man's 


door: it is good to look to your compals, and all ye have need 
of, ere ye take ſhipping ; for no wind can blow you back again, 
Remember, when the race is ended, and the play either won or 


loft, and ye are in the utmoſt circle and border of time, and 


ſhall put your foot within the march of eternity, and all your = 


good 


from you, and to know the eſtate of your foul, and the 
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good things of this ſhort night-dream ſhall ſeem to you like aſhes 
of a blaze of thorns or ſtraw, and your poor ſoul ſhall be crying, 
Lodging, lodging, for God's fake ; then ſhall your ſoul be more 
gl:d at one of your Lord's lovely and homely ſmiles, than if ye 
bad the charters of three worlds for all eternity. Let pleaſures 
2% gain, will and deſires of this world, be put over in God's 
hands, as arreſted and fenced goods, that ye cannot intromit with, 
o when ye are drinking the grounds of your cup, and ye are 
upon the utmoſt ends of the laſt link of time, and old age, like 
1-ath's long ſhadow, is caſting a covering upon your days; it is 
uo time to court this vain life, and to ſet love and heart upon 
it: it is near after ſupper; ſeek reſt and eaſe for your ſoul, in 
od through Chriſt. Belteve me, I find it hard wreſtling, to play 
fair with Chriſt, and to keep good quarters with him, and keep 
love to him in integrity and life, and to keep a conſtant courſe 
of ſound and ſolid daily communion with Chriſt : temptations are 
daily breaking the threed of that courfe, and it is not eaſy to caſt 
a knot again, and many knots make evil work. O how fair have 
many ſhips been playing before the wind, that, in an hour's ſpace, 
have been lying in the fea bottom! How many profeſſors caſt a 
golden luſtre, as if they were pure gold, and yet are, under that 
lein and cover, but baſe and reprobate metal! And how many 
krep breath in their race many miles, and yet come ſhort of the 
prize and the garland! Dear Sir, my ſoul would mourn in ſecret 
fur you, if I knew your caſe with God to be but falſe work: 
love to have you anchored upon Chriſt, maketh me fear your tot- 
tering and flips : falfe under-water not ſeen, in the ground of an 


er Jightened conſcience, is dangerous; ſo is often failing and ſin - 


aing againſt light: know this, that theſe who never had ſick 
rights or days in conſcience for ſin, cannot have but ſuch a peace 
with God, as will undercot, and break the fleſh again, and end 
im a fad war at death. O how fearfully are thouſands beguiled 


with falſe hide grown over old ſins, as if the ſoul were cured and 


ncaled ! Dear Sir, I ſa ever nature mighty, lofty, heady and 
ſtrong in you; and it was more for you to be mortified and dead 
to the world, than another common man : ye will take a low ebb, 
and a deep cur, and a long lance, to go to the bottom of your 


wounds, in ſaving humiliation, to make you a won prey for 


Chriſt. Be humbled, walk foftly ; down, down, for God's fake, 


my dear and worthy brother, with your top fail : ſtoop, ſtoop ; 


is a low entry to go in at heaven's gates: there is infinite juſt- 
ice in the party ye have to do with; it is his nature not to ac- 
quit the guilty and the ſinner : the law of God will not want one 
'arthing of the ſinner: God forgetteth not both the cautioner 
«nd the ſinner; and every man muſt pay, either in his own per- 
n, (O Lord, ſave you from that payment!) or in his FR, 
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Chriſt. It is violence to corrupt nature, for a man to be holy, 
to ly down under Chriſt's feet, to quit will, pleaſure, wordly love 


earthly hope, and an itching of heart after this fairded and over- 
guilded world, and to be content that Chriſt trample upon all. 
Come in, come in to Chriſt, and fee what ye want, and find it in 
him: he is the ſhort cut (as we uſe to ſay) and the neareſt way 


to an outgate of all your burdens. 1 dare avouch, ye ſhall be 


dearly welcome to him ; my foul would be glad to take part 
of the joy ye ſhould have in him. I dare ſay, angels pens, angels 


tongues, nay as many worlds of angels, as there are drops of wa- 


ter in all the ſeas, and fountains, and rivers of the earth, can- 
not paint him out to you: I think, his ſweetneſs, fince I was 
a priſoner, hath ſwelled upon me to the greatneſs of two heav- 
ens: O for a ſoul as wide as the utmoſt circle of the higheſt 


heaven that containeth all, to contain his love! And yet I could 


hold little of it. O world's wonder! O if my fovl might but 


ly within the ſmell of his love, ſuppoſe I could get no more but 


the ſmell of it! O but it is long to that day when I ſhall have 


a free world of Chriſt's love! O what a fight to be vp in heaven, 


in that fair orchard of the new paradiſe; and to fee, nd ſmeil, 
and touch, and kiſs that fair field flower, that ever-gecen tree 
| of life! His bare ſhadow were enough for me; a light of kim 
would be the earneſt of heaven to me. Fy, fy upon us that we 


have love lying ruſting beſide us, or which is worſe, waſted up- 


on lothſome objects, and Chriſt thould ly his alone. Wo, wo 
is me, that ſin hath made ſo many mad-men, ſeeking the fool's 
paradiſe, fire under ice, and ſome good and deſirable thing, with- 
| out and apart from Chriſt, Chriſt, Chriſt, nothing but Chritt 
ann cool our love's burning languor : O thirſty love! wilt thou 


ſet Chriſt, the well of life, to thy head, and drink thy fill; drink 


and ſpare not, drink love, and be drunken with Chriſt? Nay, 
alas, the diſtance betwixt us and Chriſt is death: O if we were 
| claſped in other's arms! We ſhould never twin again, except 
| heaven twin'd and ſunder'd us; and that cannot be. I defire 
your children to ſeek this Lord: defire them from me to be re- 
queſted, for Chriſt's ſake, to be bleſſed and happy, and come 
and take Chriſt, and all things with him: let them beware of 
glaſſy and ſlippery youth, of fooliſh young motions, of wordly 
luſts, of deceivable gain, of wicked company, of curſing, lying, 
blaſpheming, and fooliſh talking: let them be filled with ihe 
Spirit, acquaint themſelves with daily praying, and with the 
ſtore houſe of wiſdom and comfort, the good word of God. 


Help the ſouls of the poor people: O that my Lord would bring 


me again among them, that I might tell uncouth and great tales 


of Chriſt io them! Receive not a ſtranger to preach any other 


doctrino to them. Pray for me, his priſoner of hope. I pray 


for 
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Ir you without ceaſing: I write my bleſſing, earneſt prayers, the 

o ve of God and the ſweet preſence of Chriſt to you, and yours, 

and them. Grace, grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Your lawful and loving 
# Haſtor, S. R. 
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140. To the Earlef LOTHIAN. 


Right hanourable and my very worthy and noble boyd, _ 

Ut of the honourable and good report that 1 hear of your 

Lordſhip's good-will and kindnefs, in taking to heart the ho- 
10urable cauſe of Chriſt, and his afflicted church and wronged 
ruth, in this land; I make bold to ſpeak a word in paper to your 
Lordſhip at this diftance, which I truſt your Lordſhip will take in 
good part. It is your Lordſhip's honour and credit, to put to your 
hand (as ye do, all honour to God!) to the falling and tottering 
tabernacle of Chriſt, in this your mother-church, and to own Chriſt's 
wrongs, as your own wrongs. O bleſſed hand, which ſhall wipe 


and dry the watery eyes of our weeping Lord Jeſus, now going 


mourning in ſackcloth in his members, in his ſpouſe, in his truth, 
and in the prerogative-royal of his kingly power ! he needeth not 
ſervice and help from men; but it pleafeth his wiſdom to make 
the wants and loſſes, ſores and wounds of his ſpouſe, a field and an 
office-houſe for the zeal of his fervants to exerciſe themſelves in: 
therefore, my noble and dear Lord, go on, go on in the {ſtrength 
of the Lord, againſt all oppoſition, to fide with wronged Chriſt. 
he defending and warding of ſtrokes off Chriſt, his bride, the 
icing's daughter, is like a piece of the reft of the way to heaven, 
not ty, rough, ſtormy, and full of thorns: many would follow 
(2briſt, but with a reſervation, that by open proclamation Chriſt 
would cry down croſſes, and cry up fair-weather, and a ſummer- 
cy and ſun, till we were all fairly landed at heaven. I know your 
ordſhip hath not ſo learned Chriſt, but that ye intend to fetch hea- 
ven, ſuppoſe your father were ſtanding in your way; and to take 
t with the wind on your face; for ſo both ſtorm and wind was on 
he fair face of your lovely Fore- runner, Chriſt, all his way. It is 
poſlible, the ſucceſs anſwer not your deſire, in this worthy caufe: 
hat then? Duties are ours, but events are the Lord's: and J hope, 
your Lordſhip and others with you ſhall go on to dive to the 
weſt ground and bottom of the knavery and perfidious treachery 
Chriſt, of the curſed and wretched prelates, the Antichriſt's 
t- born, and the firſt fruit of his foul womb, and ſhall deal with 
ur Sovereign (law going before you) for the reaſonable and im- 
-artial hearing of Chriſt's bill of complaints, and ſet yourſelves ſing- 
to ſeek the Lord and his face, your righteoutneſs ſhall break 
rough the clouds, that prejudice hath drawn over it; and 


{pift. 
ye ſha! 
ing L. 
Lordi. 
dark r 
faintin 
who in 
ſide of 
cabinet 
en war 


ble Loi 


choice 


| ſtand 1 


endure 


is the 
nor co 
ry and 
| with C 
if this 


high: 


they (t 


Circles 


I hope 


| that tv 
border 


and ſh; 


them te 
part of 
the ido 
try, th 
compa 


fore tt 
own b. 
ther tt 
of hea) 


find it 


in my 


| fetters 
EF confol: 


whoſe 
and w 
a final 
and as 
eth, ne 
night! 
its bre: 


| gainſt 
ye” | 


— — 2 —— — — — — —_— — 


#pift. 140. LEWLERS 209 
ye ſhall, in the ſtreugth cf the Lord, bring our baniſhed and depart - 
ing Lord Jeſus home 2gain to his ſanctuary. Neither muſt your 
Lordſhip advile with Pol and blood in this; but wink, and in the 


dark reach your hand to Chriſt, and follow him. Let not mens Tl 1 
fainting diſcourage you, neither be afraid of mens canny wiſdom, BY 
who in this ſtorm take the neareſt ſhore, and go to the lee and calm- "Ut ( 
ſide of the goſpel, and hide Chriſt (if ever they had him) in their i} 


cabinets, as if they were aſhamed of him, or as if Chriſt were ſtol- 
en wares, and would bluſh before the fun. My very dear and no- 

ble Lord, ye have rejoiced the hearts of many, that ye have made 
| choice of Chriſt and his goſpel, whereas ſuch great temptations do 
| ſtand in your way: but I love your profeſſion the better, that it 
| endureth winds ; if we knew ourſelves well, to want temptations 
is the greateſt temptation of all: neither, is father nor mother, 
nor court, nor honour, in this overluſtred world, with all its paiut- 
ry and fairding, any thing elſe, when they are laid in the balance 
| with Chriſt, but feathers, thadows, night: dreams and ſtraws. O 
| if this world knew the excellency, ſweetneſs and beauty of that 
| high and lofty One, that faireſt among the ſons of men ! Verily 
they ſhould ſee, if their love were bigger than ten heavens, all in 
circles without other, that it were all too little for Chriſt our Lord, 
1 hope, your choice ſhall not repent you, when life ſhall come to 
| that twilight betwixt time and eternity, and ye ſhall fee the uimoſt 
| border of time, and ſhall draw the curtain, and look into eternity, 
and ſhall one day ſee God take the heavens in his hands, and fold 
| them together, like an old holey garment, and fet on fire this clay 
part of the creation of God, and conſume away in ſmoke and afhes 
| the idol-hope of poor fools, who think there is not a better coun- 


5 4 
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try, than this low country of dying-clay. Children cannot make ll 
| compariſon aright betwixt this life and that to come; and there. l 
fore the babes of this world, who ſte no better, mould in their | | 
own brain a heaven of their own coining, becauſe they ſee no fur- | 


ther than the neareſt ſide of time. I dare lay in pawn my hope 
of heaven, that this reproached way is the only way of peace: I 
{ find it is the way that the Lord hath ſealed with his comforts, now 
in my bonds for Chriſt; and I verily eſteem and find chains and ©. I RR 
fetters for that lovely One, Chriſt, to be watered over with ſweet . ö m 
conſolations, and the love {miles of that lovely Bridegroom, for | 
whoſe coming we wait: and when he cometh, then ſhall the blacks 
and whites of all men come before the ſun, then ſhall the Lord put 44 
a final deciſion upon the pleas that Zion hath with her adverſar ies 
and as faſt as time poſteth away (which neither ſitteth, nor ſtand- f 
eth, nor ſleepeth) as faſt is our hand breadth of this ſhort winter- 
night flying away, and the ſky of our long laſting day drawing near 
its breaking. Except your Lordſhip be pleaſed to plead for me, a- 
gainſt the tyranny of prelates, I ſhall be forgotten in this priſon ; - 1 i, 
* Dd TN for 1330 
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for they did ſhape my doom according to their new lawleſs ca- 


nons, which is, that a deprived miniſter ſhall be utterly ſilenced, 
and not preach at all; which is a cruelty, contrary to their own 
former practices. Now, the only wiſe God, the very God of peace, 
confirm, ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh your lordſhip, upon the Stone 
laid in Zion, and be with you for ever. 8 | 

Aberd, 1637. Tour Lordfhip's at all reſpective obedience 
in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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141. o JEAN BROWN. 
Niere, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how your 
ſoul proſpereth. I earneſtly deſire your on going toward 


your country: I know, ye ſee your day melteth away by little 


and little, and that in ſhort time ye will be put beyond time's 
bounds ; for life is a poſt that ſtandeth not ſtill, and our joys 
here are born weeping, rather than laughing, and they die weep- 
ing. Sin, fin, this body of fin and corruption imbittereth and 
poiſoneth all our enjoyments. O that I were where I fhal} ſin no 


more! O to be freed of theſe chains and iron fetters, that we 
carry about with us! Lord, looſe the fad priſoners. Who of the 


ehildren of God have not cauſe to ſay, that they have their fill of 


this vain life, and like a full and fick ſtomach, to wiſh at mid-ſup» 


per, that the ſupper were ended, and the table drawn, that the 


ſick man might win to bed and enjoy reft? We have cauſe to 
tire of a mid-ſupper of the beſt meſſes that this world can dreſs up 


for us; and to cry to God, that he would remove the table, and 
put the ſin-fick fouls to reft with himſelf, O for a long play day 


with Chrift, and our long laſting vacance of reft ! Glad may their 
ſouls be, that are fafe over firth, Chriſt having payed the fraught: 


happy are they, who have paſt their hard and weariſome time of 
apprenticeſhip, and are now freemen and citizens in that joyful 
High city, the new Jeruſalem. Alas! that we ſhould be glad of, 
and rejoice in our fetters, and our priſon houſe, and this dear 
inns, a life of ſin, where we are abfent from our Lord, and fo far 
from our home. O that we could get bonds and law-ſuretiſhip 


of Our love, that it faſten not itſelf on theſe clay. dreams, theſe 


clay-ſhadows and worldly vanities! We might be oftener ſeeing 
what they are doing in heaven, and our heart more freq uently 
upon our ſweet treaſure above. We ſmell of the ſmoke of this 
lower houſe of the earth, becauſe our hearts and our thoughts 
are here: if we could haunt up with God, we ſhould ſmell of 


| heaven, and of our country above, and we ſhould look like our 


country, aud like ſtrangers or people not born or brought up 
hereaway : our croſſes would not bite upon us, if we were "_ 
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enly- minded. I know no obligation the ſaints have to this world, 
ſceing we fare but upon the ſmoke of it; and if there be any ſmoke 
in the houſe, it bloweth upon our eyes: all our part of the table 

| is ſcarce worth a drink of water; and when we are ſtricken, we 
dare not weep, but ſteal our grief away betwixt our Lord and us, 
and content ourſelves with ſtolen ſorrow behind backs. God be 
| thanked, we have many things that ſo ſtroak us againſt the hair, 
as we may pray, God keep our better home, God bleſs our Fa- 
ther's houſe, and not this ſmoke, that bloweth us to ſeek our beſt 
lodging. I am ſure, this is beſt fruit of the croſs, when we, 
from che hard fare of the dear inns, cry the more, that God 

| would ſend a fair wind, to land us, hungered and oppreſſed ſtrang- 
| ers, at the door of our Father's houſe, which now is made in 

$ Chriſt our kindly heritage. O then let us pull up the ſtakes and 

| ſtoops of our tent, and take our tent on our back, and go with 

our flitting to our beſt home; for here we have no continuing 

city. I am waiting in hope here, to ſee what my Lord will do 

| with me: let him make of me what he pleaſeth ; providing he 

make glory to himſelf out of me, I care not. I hope, yea I am 

E now ſure, that I am for Chriſt, and all that I can or may make is {he 

for him: I am his everlaſting debtor or dyvour, and ſtil] ſhall b | | 

| for, alas, I have nothing for him, and he getteth little ſervice of i 

| me! Pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to give me jj. 


' honſe-room, that I may ſerve him ia the calling he hath called me [1 | 
unto. Grace be with yon. | N |, 
Aberdeen, Yours in his ſweet Lord 4s 

I 637. | Teſus, 1 "1 | 
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142. ROBERT STEWART. [7908 
My very dear brother, [414 


| C "Race, mercy and peace be to you: ye are heartily welcome 
| to my world of ſuffering, and heartily welcome to my Ma- 5 
ſter's houſe, God give you much joy of your new Maſter. If I \ 
have been in the houſe before you, I were not faithful to give the 4 
haouſe an ill name, or to ſpeak evil of the Lord of the family: 1 

rather wiſh God's holy Spirit (O Lord, breathe upon me with | 
| that Spirit) to tell you the faſhions of the houſe. One thing I can 


fay, by on-waiting ye will grow a great man with the Lord of the {440 
houſe: hang on, till ye get ſome good from Chfiſt; lay all your 14 
loads and your weights by faith upon Chriſt ; eaſe yourſelf, and «14 408 
let him bear all: he can, he dow, he will bear you, howbeit hell 1 5 
were upon your back. I rejoice that he is come, and hath choſen | 


you in the furnace; it was even there where ye and he ſet tryſt: 
that is an old gate of Chriſt's, he keepeth the good old faſhion | | 
with you, that was in Hoſea's days, Hol. ii. 14. There b:hold 1 Wh 
| © + 85 will l 10 
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willallure her, and bring her to the wiiderneſs, and ſpeak to her heart: 
there was no talking to her heart, while he and ſhe were in the 
fair and flouriſhing city, and at eaſe ; but out in the cold, hungry, 


waſte wilderneſs, he allureth her; he whiſpered news into her 
ear there, and faid, Thou art mine. What would ye think of 
ſuch a bode? ye may ſoon do worſe than fay, Lord, hold 1 
Lord Jeſus, a bargain be it, it ſhall not go back in my ſide. 

have gotten a great advantage | in the way to heaven, that ye i 


| Harted to the gate in the morning: like a fool as I was, I ſuffered 


my ſun to be high in the heaven, and near afternoon, before ever I 
took the gate by the end: I pray you now keep the advantage ye 
have. My heart, be not lazy; ſet quickly up the brae on hands 
and feet, as if the laſt pickle of ſand were runn.ng out of your 
glaſs, and death were coming to turn the glaſs: and be very care- 
ful to take heed to your feet, in that ſlippery and dangerous way 
the devil and temptations now 
have the advantage of the brae of you, and are upon your wand- 
hand and your working hand; dry timber will ſoon take fire: be 
covetous and preedy of the grace of God, and beware that it be not 
holineſs that cometh only from the croſs; for too many are that 
way difpofed, Pſal. Ixxviii. 34. hen he ſle u them, then they ſought 
him, and they returnedandenquiredearly after God. Ver. 36. Neverthe- 


l/s, they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with 


their tongues. It is a part of our hy pocriſy, to give God fair white 


words, when he hath us in his grips (if I may ſpeak fo) and to flatter 


him till we win to the fair fields again. Try well green godlineſs, 


and examine what it is ye love in Chriſt: if ye love but Chriſt's 
ſun- ſide, and would have only ſummer-weather and a land-gate, i 
not a ſea-way to heaven; your profeſſion will play you a ſlip, and 


the winter- well will go dry again in ſummer. Make no ſports nor 
bairns- play of Chrift; but labour for a ſound and lively ſight of 
ſin, that ye may judge your ſelf an undone man, a damned ſlave of 
hell and fin, one dying in your own blood, except Chriſt come and 
rue upon you, and take you up; and therefore make ſure and faſt 
work of converſion : caſt the earth deep; and down, down with 
the old work, the building of confuſion, that was there before; 
aud let Chriſt Jay new work, and make a new creation within you. 
Look if Chriſt's rain goeth down to the root of your withered 
plants, and if his love wound your heart while it bleed for forrow 
tor fin, and if ye can pant, and fall a-{woon, and be like to die for 
that lovely One, Jeſus: I know, Chriſt will not be hid where be 


is; grace will ever ſpeak for itſelf, and be fruitful in well- doing: 
the fanctified croſs is a fruitful tree, it bripgeth forth many apples. 


If I ſhould tell you by ſome weak experience, what I have found in 
Chriſt, ye or others could hardly believe me; I thought not the 
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my thoughts are ſtill infinitely below his worth. I have a dwin- 


ing, ſickly and pained life, for a real poſſeſſion of him; and am 


troubled with love- braſhes and love - fevers; but it is a ſweet pain. 
| JT would refuſe no conditions, not hell excepted (reſerving always 
God's hatred) to buy poſſeſſion of Jeſus: but alas! I am not a 
merchant, who have any money to give for him; I muſt either 
come to a good cheap market, where wares are had for nothing, 
elſe I go home empty: but I have caſten this work upon Chriſt, 
to get me himſelf; I have his faith, and truth, and promiſe (as a 
pawn of his) all engaged that I ſhall obtain that which my hungry 
deſires would be at, and I eſteem that the choice of my happinels : 
and for Chriſt's croſs, eſpecially the garland and flower of all croſ- 


{cs, to ſuffer for his name, I eſteem it more than I can write or ſpeak 


to you: and I write it under mine own hand to you, it is one of the 
ſteps of the ladder up to our country, and Chriſt (whoever be one) 
is {till at the heavy end of this black tree, and fo it is but as a fea- 
ther to me: I need not run at kifure, beciule of a burden on my 


back; my back never bare the like of it : the more heavily croſſed 
for Chriſt the ſoul is, it is ſtill the lighter for the journey. Now, 


would to God, all cold-blooded, faint-hearted ſoldiers of Chriſt 


would look again to Jeſus, and to his love; and when they look, 1 
would have them to look again and again, and fill themſelves with 


beholding of Chriſt's beauty; and I dare ſay then, that Chriſt would 


come in great court and requeſt with many: the virgins would 


flock faſt about the Bridegroom, they would embrace and take 
hold of him, and not let him go: but when I have ſpoken of him, 


till my head rive, I have faid juſt nothing, I may begin again. A 
God-head, a God-head is a world's wonder : ſet ten thouſand 


thouſand new made worlds of angels and elect men, and double them 
in number, ten thouſand, thouſand, thouſand times; let their heart 
and tongues be ten thouſand thouſand times more agile and large, 
than the heart and tongues of the ſeraphims, that ſtand with {tx 
wings before him, Ifa. vi. 2. when they have ſaid all for the glori- 


fying and praiſing of the Lord Jeſus, they have but ſpoken little or | 
nothing: his love will abide all poſſible creatures to praiſe. Oh if 


I could wear this tongue to the ſtump, in extolling his highnels ! 
But it is my daily-growing ſorrow, that I am confounded with his 
incomparable love, and he doth fo great things for my ſoul, and 


he got never yet any thing of me worth the ſpeaking of. Sir, 1 


charge yon, help me to praiſe him: it is a ſhame to ſpeak of what 
he hath done for me, and what I do to him again. I am ſure, Chriſt 
hath many drowned dyvours in heaven beſide him; and when we 
are convened, man and angel, at the great day, in that fair laſt meet- 
ing, we are all but his drowned dyvours: it is hard to ſay, who 
oweth him moſt. If men could do no more, I would have them to 
wonder: if we cannot be filled with Chriſt's love, we may be filled 

1 with 
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with wondering. Sir, I would I could perſuade you to grow ſick 
for Chriſt, and to long after him, and be pained with love for him 
ſelf; but his tongue is in heaven, who can do it! To him and his 
1 rich grace J recommend you. I pray you, pray for me, and forget 
not to praiſe. 5 
Aberdeen, June 17. Yours in his fweet Lord 
| 5 1637. N 8. R. 
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ö 143. Ts the Lady GAITGIRTH. 
b | Miſtreſs, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to know how mat - 

ters ſtand betwixt Chriſt and your foul. I know ye find him 
; ſtill the longer the better, time cannot change him in his love: ye 
may yourſelf ebb and flow, riſe and fall, wax and wane; but yogr 
; Lord is this day as he was yeſterday; and it is your comfort, that 
your ſalvation is not rolled upon wheels of your own making, nei- | 
ther have ye to do with a Chriſt of your own ſhaping : God hath 
ſingled out a Mediator, ſtrong and mighty; if ye and your burdens 
were as heavy as ten hills or hells, he is able to bear you, and ſave 
you to the uttermoſt, Your often ſeeking to him, cannot make 
you a burden to him. I know Chriſt compaſſionateth you, and 
maketh a moan for you, in all your dumps, and under your down- 
caſtings ; but it is good for you, that he hideth himſelf ſometimes : | 
it is not niceneſs, dryneſs, nor coldneſs of love, that cauſeth Chriſt 
withdraw, and ſlip in under a curtain and a vail, that ye cannot fee 
him; but he knoweth, ye could not bear with up-fails, a fair gale, 

a full moon and a high ſpring-tide of his felt love, and always a fair 

ſummer-day and a fummer-ſun of a felt and poſſeſſed and embrac- 

ing Lord Jeſus. His kiſſes and his viſits to his deareſt ones are 
thin ſown : he could not let out his rivers of love upon his own, but 
| theſe rivers would be in hazard to looſe a young plant at the root; 

| aud he knoweth this of you: ye ſhould therefore friſt Chriſt's kind- 

ness, as to its ſenſible and full manifeſtations, till ye and he be a- 

bove ſun and moon; that is the country where ye will be enlarged 

| 4 for that love which ye dow not now contain. Caſt the burden of 
pour ſweet babes upon Chriſt, and lighten your heart, by laying 
your all upon him; he will be their God. I hope to fee you up- 
on the mountain yet, and glad in the ſalvation of God: frame your- 
ſelf for Chriſt, and gloom not upon his croſs. I find him ſo ſweet, 
| that my love, ſuppoſe I would charge it to remove from Chriſt, 
if would not obey me: his love hath ſtronger fingers than to let go 

R its grips of us, bairns, who cannot go but by ſuch a hold as Chriſt. 

1 It is good that we want legs of our own, ſince we may borrow 

1 from Chriſt; and it is our happineſs that Chriſt is under an act of 
cautionry for heaven, and that Chriſt is booked in heaven, as the 

principal 
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principal debtor, for ſuch poor bodies as we are. I requeſt you, 
give the Laird your huſband thanks for his care of me, that he 
hath appeared in public for a priſoner of Chriſt: I pray and write 


mercy, and peace, and bleſſings to him and his. Grace, grace be 


with you for ever, 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in his fweet Lord 

SS | Feſus, S. R. 
144. To Mr. JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


Reverend and dear breather, 


for a ſight of the new-builded tabernacle of Chriſt again in 
Scotland, that tabernacle that came down from heaven, hath now 
taken ſome life again, when I ſee Chriſt making a mint to ſow ven- 


geance among his enemies. I care not, if this land be ripe for ſuch 


a great wonderful mercy ; but I know, he muſt do, whenever it 
is done, without hire. I find the grief of my ſilence, and my fear 
to be holden at the door of Chriſt's houſe, ſwelling upon me; 


and the truth is, were it not that I am dawted now and then with 


pieces of Chriſt's ſweet love and comforts, I fear I ſhould have 
made an ill browſt of this honourable croſs, that I know ſuch a 
ſoft and ſilly- minded body as I am, is not worthy of: for I have 
little in me but ſoftneſs, and ſuperlative and exceſſive apprehenſions 


of fear, and ſadneſs, and ſorrow ; and often God's terrors do fur- _ 
round me, becauſe Chriſt looketh not ſo favourably upon me, as a 


poor Witneſs would have him: and I wonder, how I have paſt a 
year and a quarter's impriſonment, without ſhaming my ſweet 


Lord, to whom I deſire to be faithful; and I think I ſhall die but 
even minting and aiming to ſerve and honour my Lord Jeſus. Few 


know how toom and empty I am at home; but it is a part of mar- 
riage-love and huſband-love, that my Lord Jeſus goeth not to the 
ſtreets with his chiding againſt me: it is but ſtolen and concealed 
anger that J find and feel, and his glooms to me are kept under 


roof, that he will not have mine enemies hearing what is betwixt 


me and Chriſt: and believe me, I ſay the truth in Chriſt, the only 
gall and wormwood in my cup, and that which hath filled me with 


fear, hath been, leſt my fins, that ſun and moon and the Lord's 
children were never witneſs to, ſhould have moved my Lord to 


ſtrike me with dumb ſabbaths: Lord pardon my ſoft and weak 


jealouſies, if I be here in an error. My very dear brother, I would 


have looked for more large and more particular letters from you, 
for my comfort in this; for your words before have ſtrengthened 
me: I pray you, mend this, and be thankful agd paintul, while ye 
have a piece or corner of the Lord's vineyard to dreſs. O would to 


God I could have leave to follow you to break the clods! But I wiſh 


could 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: my longings and deſires 
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could command my ſoul ſilence, and wait upon the Lord. I am priv 
fare, while Chriſt lives, I am well enough friend -· ſtead: I hope he on. 
will extend his kindneſs and power for me; but God be thanked tha 
1 it is not worſe with me, than a croſs for Chriſt and his truth, 7 cus 
know he might have pitched upon many more choice and worth, cha! 
witneſſes, if he had pleaſed; but I ſeek no more (be what timber J Dr. 
| will, ſuppoſe I were made of a piece of hell) than that my Lord, in me, 
| s infinite art, hew glory to his name, and enlargement to Chriſt's 4 
&ingdom, out of me. Oh that I could atrain to this, to d-fire that >< 


m part of Chriſt might be laid in pledge for the heightening of 
Chriſt's throne in Britain ! Let my Lord redeem the pledge, or, if 
he comp let it fink and drown unredeemed, But what can I add 
0 him? or what way can a ſmothered and born-down priſoner ſet ( 
out Chriſt in open warket, as a lovely and deſirable Lord, to ma- 
1y fouls? I know he ſeeth to his own glory, better than my ebb 
:-oughts can dream of; and that the wheels and paces of this poor 
diſtempered kirk are in his hands, and that things fhall roll as 9. 4 
Shriſt will have them: only, Lord tryſt the matter fo, as Chriſt 


N may be made a houſholder and lord again in Scotland, and wet Vas) 
faces for his departure may be dried at his ſweet and much deſired It ti 
| velcome-home. I fee, in all our trials our Lord will not mix our and 
wares and his grace over-head through other; but he will have G18 
cuch man to know his own, that the like of me may ſay, in my ſuf- din: 
tcrings, This is Chriſt's grace, and this is but my coarſe ſtuff; this Ron, 
iz free grace, and this is but nature and reaſon. We know what as | 
gur legs would play us, if they ſhonld carry us through all our eng 
waters; and the leaſt thing our Lord can have of us, is, to know It, K 
e are grace's debtors, or grace's dyvours, and that nature is of a o 3 
| baſe houſe and blood, and grace is better born, and of kin and blood vell 
to Chriſt, and of a better houſe. Oh that I were free of that idol, 1 *©**© 
1 that they call myſelf; and that Chriſt Were for myſelf, and my- hear 
| i-If a decourted cypher, and a denied and foreſworn thing! But and 
| that proud thing, myſelf, will not play, except it ride up fide for (as 
| ide with Chriſt, or rather have place before him. O myſelf, ano- Jon 
ther devil, as evil as the prince of. devils ; if thou could give Chriſt foul 
the way, and take thine own room, which is to fit as low as no- will 
hing or corruptior ! O but we have much need to be ranſomed dut 
and ropes by Chriſt, from that maſter-tyrant, that cruel and 1 
lawleſs lord, ourſelf. Nay, when I am ſeeking Chriſt, and am out war 
of myſelf, I have the third part of a ſquint- eye upon that vain, vain ſtan 
hing, myſelf, myſelf, and ſomething of mine own: but J muſt hold bim 
ere. I deſire yon to contribute your help, to ſee if I can be re- &da 
tored to my waſted and loſt flock. [I ſee not how it can be, ex- of | 
-ept the Lords would procure me a liberty to preach z and they for 
dave reaſon, 1. Becaule the oppoſers and my adverſaries have- 8 


practiſed their new canons upon me, whereof one is, That no de. 
| * . prived 


Ne n e 0 , 
. N N | | 


Epiſt. 145. rr FER 8. 21% 


prived miniſter preach, noder the pain of c mmuuicat!- 


on. 2. Becauſe my oppol. ag ot theſe canons, was a ipecial thing 


that incenſed Sydſerf againſt me. 3. Becauſe I was judicially ac- 
cuſed for my book againſt the Arminians, and commanded by tie 
chancellor, to acknowledge I had done a fault in writing againit 
Dr. Jackſon, a wicked Arminian. Pray for a room in the houſe to 
me. Grace, grace be (as it is) your portion. 880 | 
Aderd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


FFP. . CU CA ApSSSOOSOSOO 
145, To JOUN STEWART Provff of Air. 
Worthy Sir, | 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long for the time, when 

l ſhall ſee the beauty of the Lord in his houſe ; and wou 
be as glad of it, as of any fight on earth, to ſee the halt, the blind, 
and the lame, come back to Zion with ſupplications, Jer. xxxi. &, 
9. Going and weeping, and ſetking the Lerd, aſting the way to Zim 
with their faces thitherward, Jer. I. 5, 6. And to jee the waman tra- 
vailing in birth, delivered of the man child of a bleſſed reformation. 
If this land were humbled, I would look that our ſkies ſhould clear, 
and our day dawn again; and ye ſhould then bleſs Chriſt, who 1s 
content to ſave your travel, and to give himlelf to you, in pure 
dinances on this ſide of the ſea. I know, the mercy of Chriſt 1s 


engaged by promiſe to Scotland, notwithſtanding he bring wraih, 


as | fear he ſhall, upon this land. I am waiting on for enlarg-- 
ment, and half. content that my faith bow, if Chriſt, while he bow 
It, by it unbroken ; for who gocth through a fire without a mar ic 
or a ſcald? I fee the Lord making uſe of this fire, to ſcour b. 
veſſels from their ruſt. Oh that my will were ſilent, and as a chili 
weaned from the breaſts! Plal. cxxxi. But alas, who hath 4; 
heart that will give Chriſt the laſt word in flyting, and will hear, 
and not ſpeak again? Oh! conteſtations and quarrellous replic- 
(as a ſoon- ſaddled ſpirit, I do well to be angry, even to the den 
Jonah iv. 9.) ſmell of the ſtink of ſtrong corruption. O ble 
ſoul. that could ſacrifice his will, and go to heaven, having loſt 
will, and made reſignation of it to Chriſt! I would ſeek no mor ©, 
but that Chriſt were abſolute king over my will, and that my &. 
were a ſufferer in all croſſes, without meeting Chriſt with iuch 
word, Why is it thus? I with ſtill, that my love had but leave 


ſtand beſide beautiful Jeſus, and to get the mercy of looking ta 


him, and burning for him, ſuppoſe poſſeſſion of him were ſuſp-nd- 
ed and friſted, till my Lord fold together the leaves and two ſides 
of the little ſhepherd's tent of clay. Oh what pain is in lony.n; 
for Chriſt, under an over clouded and eclipſed aſſu: ance! Wh.: 
is harder than to burn, and dwine with longing aud deaths of love, 


and then to have blanks and uninked paper, for aſſurance of Chi 
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218 Mr. RUTHERFOORDSs Eniſt, 145, 
in real fruition or poſſeſſion? Oh how ſweet were one line or half 
a letter of a written aſſurance under Chriſt's own hand! But this 


is our exerciſe daily, that guiltineſs ſhall overmiſt and darken aſſur- 


ance: it is a miracle to believe, but for a {inner to believe is two 
miracles. But O what obligations of love are we under to Chriſt, 
who beareth with our wild apprehenſions, in ſuffering them to niek.- 
name {weet Jeſus, and to put a lie upon his good name! If he had not 
been God, and if long - ſuffering in Chriſt were not like Chriſt himſelf, 
We ſhould long ago have broken Chriſt's mercies in two pieces, and 
put an iron bar upon our own ſalvation, that mercy ſhould not have 
been able to break or over leap; but long- ſuffering in God, is God 
himſelf, and that is our ſalvation, and the ſtability of our heaven is in 
God: he knew (who ſaid, Criſt in you the hope sf glory, Col. i. 27. for 
our hope and the bottom and pillars of it is Chriſt, God) ſinners 
are anchor faſt and made ſtable in God; ſo that if God do not 
change (which is impoſſible) then my hope ſhall not fluctuate. O 
ſweet ſtability of ſure bottomed ſalvation ! Who could win heaven, 
if this were not? and who could be ſaved, if God were not God, 
and if he were not ſuch a, God as he is? O God be thanked that 
c ur ſalvation is coaſted, and landed, and ſhored upon Chriſt, who is 
maſter of winds and ſtorms!” And what ſea-winds can blow the 
coaſt or the land out of its place? Bulwarks are often caſten down, 
but coaſts are not removed: but ſuppoſe that were or might be, 


vet God cannot reel or remove. Oh that we go from this ſtrong 


and unmoveable Lord, and that we looſe ourſelves (if it were in our 
power) from him ! Alas, our green and young love hath not taken 
with Chriſt, being unacquainted with him: he is fuch a wide, and 
broad, and deep, and high, and ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs, that our love 


is too little for him; but O if our love, little as it is, could take 


hand with his great and huge ſweetneſs, and tranſcendent excel- 


lency! O thrice bleſſed, and eternally bleſſed are they, who are out 


of themſelves, and above themſelves, that they may be in love u- 
nited to him ! I am often rolling up and down the thoughts of my 
faint and ſick deſires, of expreſſing Chriſt's glory before his peo- 
ple; but I ſee not through the throng of impediments, and can- 
not find eyes to look higher, and ſo I put many things in Chriſt's 
way to hinder him, that I know he would but laugh ar, and with 
one ſtride {et his foot over them all, I know not, if my Lord will 


bring me to his ſanctuary or not; but {know, he hath the placing 


of me, either within or without the houſe, and that nothing will 


de done without him: but I am often thinking and ſaying, within 


mylelt that my days flee away, and I ſee no good, neither yet 
Chriſt's work thriving; and it is like, the grave ſhall prevent the 
anſwer of my deſires of ſaving of ſouls, as I would: but alas! 1 


cannot make right work of his ways, I neither ſpell nor read my 


Lord's providence aright : my thoughts go away, that I fear they 
| | N | mes 


1 
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m eet not God; for it is like, God will not come the wor of my 


M 1 1 


thoughts ; and I cannot be taught to crucify him my willow | 


and deſires, and to make him king over my thoughts ; tor I would 
have a princedom over my thoughts, and would boldly and blind- 
ly preſcribe to God, and guide myſelf in a way of my own making : 
but 1 hold my peace here, let him do his will. Grace, grace be 
with you. | 

Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweeteſt Lord and Maſter, S. R. 
. CaCO xc on, eco 

146. To CARSLUT H. 


Much honoured Sir, 

1 Long to hear how your ſoul proſpereth. I earneſtly deſire 
you, to try how matters ſtand between your ſoul and the Lord: 
think it no eaſy matter to take heaven by violence; ſalvation com- 
eth now to the moſt part of men in a night- dream: there is no 
ſcarcity of faith now, ſuch as it is; for ye ſhall not now light pon 
the man, who will not ſay he hath faith in Chriſt: but alas! 
dreams make no man's rights, Worthy Sir, I beleech you in the 
Lord, give your ſoul no reſt, till ye have real aſſ urance, and Chriſt's 
rights confirmed and ſealed to your ſoul; the common faith, 2:4 
country-holineſs, and week-days zeal, that is among Ppeopic, 
never bring men to heaven: take pains for your ſalvation; in 
that day, when ye ſhall ſce many mens labours and conqueſt: ANC 
idol-riches lying in aſhes, when the earth and all the works 019) 
ſhall be burnt with fire, O how dear a price would your ſon! ;,;ve 
for God's favour in Chriſt ! It is a bleſſed thing to {ce Chriſt with 
up-ſun, and to read over your papers and ſoul- accounts with fair 
day- light : it will not be time to cry for a lamp, when the Bride- 
groom is entered into his chamber, and the door hut. Fy, fy, up- 
on blinded and debaſed fouls, who are committing whoredom wich 


| this idol-clay, and hunting a poor wretched hungry heaven, a hun- 


ory break faſt, a day's meat from this hungry world, with the for- 
feiting of God's favour, and the drinking over their heaven over 
the board (as men uſe to ſpeak) for the jaughter and ſports of this 
ſhort forenoon ! All that is under this vault of heaven, and betwixt 
us and death, and in this fide of {un and moon, are but toys, pight- 
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viſious, head- fancies, poor ſhadows, Waterz, froth, godleſs vauities, 


at then beſt, and black hearts, and ſalt and ſour miſcries. | \ugared 
over, and confected with an hour's laughter or two, and the con- 
ceit of riches, honour, vain, vain court, and lawleſs pleaſures. Sir, 
| it ye look both to the laughing ide and the weeping fide of this 
World, and if ye look not only upon the ſkin and colour of things, 
but into their inwards, and the heart of their excellency, ye ſhall 
ſee that one look of Chriſt's ſweet and lovely eye, one kiſs of his 
| fairelt face, is worth ten thouſand worlds of ly ch 10tten ſtuff, as the 
| EEZ2 | | fooliſh 
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220 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 1 46, 
fooliſh ſons of men ſet their hearts upon. Oh Sir, turn, turn your 
heart to the other ſide of things, and get it once free of theſe en- 
tanglements, to conſider eternity, death, the clay-bed, the grave, 
awiome judgment, everlaſting burning quick in hell, where death 


would give as great a price (if there were a,market, where death 


might be bought and ſold) as all the world. Conſider heaven and 
glory: but alas, why ſpeak I of conſidering theſe things, which have 
not entered into the heart of man to conſider ? Look into theſe 
_ depths (without a bottom) of lovelineſs, ſweetneſs, beauty, excel- 
Jency, glory, goodneſs, grace and mercy, that are in Chriſt : and ye 
ſhall then cry down the whole world, and all the glory of it, even 
when it is come to the ſummer-bloom; and ye ſhall cry, Up with 
Chriſt, up with Chriſt's Father, up with eternity of glory. Sir, 
there is a great deal leſs fand in your glaſs, than when I faw you, 
and your afternoon is nearer even-tide now than it was. As a fool 
carried back to the ſea, fo doth the Lord's ſwift poſt, time, carry 
you and your lite with wings to the grave: ye eat and drink, but 

time ſtandeth not ſtill; ye laugh, but your day fleeth away; ye 
| fleep, but your hours are reckoned and put by hand. O how ſoon 
will time ſhut you out of the poor and cold and hungry inns of 
this life! and then what will yeſterday's ſhort-born pleaſures do to 
you, but be as a ſnow-ball melted away, many years ſince, or 
worle? for the memory of theſe pleaſures uſeth to fill the ſoul with 
bitterneſs. Time and experience will prove this to be true; and 
dying men, if they could ſpeak, could make this good. Lay no 
more on the creatures, than they are able to carry; lay your ſoul 
and your weights upon God; make him your only, only beſt be- 
loved. Your errand to this life is to make ſure an eternity of glo- 
Ty to your ſoul, and to match your ſoul with Chriſt; your love, if 
it were more than all the love of angels in one, is Chriſt's due: o- 
ther things worthy in themſelves, in reſpect of Chriſt, are not worth 
a windleſtraw, or a drink of cold water. I doubt not but in death 
ye will lee all things more diſtinctly, and that then the world ſhall 
bear no more bulk than it is worth, and that then it ſhall couch 
and be contracted into nothing; and ye ſhall ſee Chriſt longer, 
Higher, broader, and deeper, than ever he was. O bleſſed conqueſt, 
to loſe all things and to gain Chriſt! I know not what ye have, if 
pe want Chriſt: alas, how poor is your gain, if the earth were all 
yours in freeheritage, holding it of no man of clay, if Chriſt be not 
yours? O teekall midſes, lay ail oars in the water, put forth all your 
power, and bend all your endeavours, to put away and part with all 
things, that ye may gain and enjoy Chriſt; try and ſearch his word, 
and ſtrive to go a ſtep above and beyond ordinary profeſſors, and re- 
ſolve io ſweat more and run faſter than they do for ſalvation. Mens 
_ mid-way, cold and wile courſes in godlineſs, and their neighbour- 
like, cold and wiſe pace to heaven, will cauſe many a man want 


his 
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lodging at night, and ly in the fields. I recommend Chriſt 
and his love to your ſeeking, and yourſelf to the tender mercy 
and rich grace of our Lord. Remember my love in Chriſt to your 
wife: 1 deſire her to learn to make her ſoul's anchor faſt upon 
Chriſt himſelf : few are ſaved. Let her conſider, what joy the 
{miles of God in Chriſt will be, and what the love kiſſes of ſweet, 
{weet Jeſus, and a welcome home to the new Jeruſalem, from 


Chriſt's own mouth, will be to her ſoul, when Chriſt ſhall fold toge- 


ther the clay-tent of her body, and lay it by his hand for a time, 


till the fair morning of the general reſurrection. I avouch before 
God, man and angel, that I have not ſeen, nor can imagine a lover 


to be comparable to lovely Jeſus; I would not exchange or niffer 
him with ten heavens : if heaven could be without him, what could 
we do there ? Grace, grace be with you. 15 
Aberd. 1637. Vr ſoul's eternal uellwiſber, S. R. 
7ʒ—&17117:::.: CE ITADIOGDODOOCSIE 


14. To CASSINCARRIE. 


Much hanoured Sir, „„ | 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I have been too long in 
writing to you. I am confident ye have learned to prize 

Chriſt, and his love and favour, more than ordinary profeſſors, 


who ſcarce ſee Chriſt with half an eye, becauſe their fight is taken 


up with eyeing and liking the beauty of this over-gilded world, 
that promiſeth fair to all its lovers, but in the puth of a trial, when 
need is, can give nothing but a fair beguile, I know ye are not 


ignorant, that men come not to this world, as ſome do to a mar- 


ket, to ſee and be ſeen; or as ſome come to behold a May- game, 
and only to behold, and to go home again : ye came hither to treat 
with God, and to tryſt with him in his Chriſt, for ſalvation to 
your ſoul, and to ſeek reconciliation with an angry wrathful God, in 
a covenant of peace made to you in Chriſt; and this is more than 


an ordinary ſport, or the play, that the greateſt part of the world 


give their heart unto: and therefore, worthy Sir, I pray you by 
the ſalvation of your ſoul, and by the mercy of God, and your 
compearance before Chriſt, do this in fad carneſt, and let not ſal- 
vation be your by-work, or your holy-days taſk only, or a work 
by the way; for men think, that this may be done in three days 


ſpace on a feather-bed, when death and they are fallen in hands 


together, and that with a word or two they ſhall make their ſoul- 


matters right; alas! this is to ſit looſe and unſure in the matters of 


our ſalvation ; nay, ſeeking of this world, and the glory of it, is 


but an odd and by-errand that we may (lip, fo being we make 


falvation ſure. Oh when will men learn to be that heavenly wiſe 
as to divorce from, and free their ſoul of all idol-lovers, and make 
_ Chriſt the only, only One, and trim and make ready their lamps, 
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222 Mr. NUTHERFOORDSs, Epiſt. 15. 
while they have time and day ! How ſoon will this houſe ſkail, and 
the inns where the poor foul lodgeth fall to the earth! how ſoon 
will ſome few years paſs away, and then when the day is ended, 


and this life's leaſe expired, what have men of world's glory, but 


dreams and thoughts ? O how bleſſed a thing is it to labour for 
Chriſt, and to make him ſure! know and try in time your holding 
of him, and the rights and charters of heaven, and upon what 
terms ye have Chriſt and the goſpel, and what Chriſt is worth in 


your eſtimation, and how lightly ye eſteem of other things, and 


how dearly of Chriſt ! I am ſure, it ye ſee him in his beauty and 
glory, ye ſhall ſee him to be all things, and that incomparable jewel 
of gold that ye ſhould ſeek, howbeit ye ſhould ſell, wadſet and for- 
feit your few years portion of this lite's joy. O happy ſoul for e- 
vermore, who can rightly compare this lite with that long laſting 
life to come, and can balance the weighty glory of the one, with 
the light golden vanity of the other! The day of the Lord is now 
near hand, and all men ſhall come out in their blacks and whites, 
as they are : there ſhall be no borrowed lying colours in that day, 


when Chriſt {hall be called Chriſt, and no longer nick-named. Now 
men borrow Chriſt and his white colour, and the luſtre and faird- 


ing of Chriſtianity; but how many counterfeit maſks will be burnt 
in the day of God, in the fire, that ſhall burn the earth and the 
works that are in it? and howbeit Chriſt have the hardeſt part 
of it now, yet, in the preſence of my Lord, whom I ſerve in the 
Spirit, I would not niffer or exchange Chriſt's priſon, bonds and 
chains, with the gold chaias and lordly rents, and ſmiling and hap- 
py like heavens of the men of this world, I am far from thoughts 


of repenting, becauſe of my loſſes and bonds for Chriſt. I wiſh all 


my adverſaries were as I am, except my bonds. Worthy, wor- 
thy, worthy for evermore 1s Chriſt, for whom we ſhould {ſuffer 

ins like hell's pains; far more the ſhort hell that the ſaints of 
God have in this life. Sir, I wiſh your foul may be more acquaint- 
ed with the ſweetneſs of Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 16 Yours in his only Lord and Maſter, S. R 
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148. To his Pariſvioucrs at Anwoth, 

\ Dearly beloved in our Lord, 3 
Race, mercy and peace from God our Father and from our 
8 Lord J eius Chriſt be multiplied upon you. I long exceed- 


id gly to hear of your on- going and advancement in your journey 
T2 


to the kingdom of God: my only joy out of heaven is to hear 
that the ſeed of God ſown among you is growing and coming to 
an harveſt ; for 1 ceaſed not, while I was among you, in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon (according to the meaſure of grace given unio 
me) to warn and ſtir up your minds: and I am free from the 


blood 


. 
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lod of all men; for 1 have communicated to you the whote 
counſel of God. And I now again charge and warn you, in 1! 
great and dreadful name, and in the fovercign authority of the 
King of kings and Lord of. lords; and I beicech you alſo 
by the mercies of God, and by the bowels of Chriſt, by 
your appearance before Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, by all the 
plagues that are written in God's book, by your part of 
the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, that ye keep the truth of God, 
as I dclivered it to you before many witneſſes, in the fight of God 
and his holy angels; for now the laſt days are come and coming, 
when many forſake Chriſt Jeſus, and he faith to you, Will ye 
allo leave me? Remember that I forewarned you to forbear 
the dithonouring of the Lord's bleſſed name, in ſwearing, blaf- 
pheming, curſing, and the profaning of the Lord's fabbath ; 
witkng you to give that day from morning to night to praying, 


praiſing, hearing of the word, conferring. and ſpeaking not your 


own words, but God's words ; thinking and meditating on God's 
nature, word and works: and that every day at morning and at 
night (at leaſt) ye ſhould ſanctify the Lord by praying in your 
houics, publickly in the hearing of all; that ye ſhould in any fort 


forbear the receiving of the Lord's Supper, but after the form 


that I aclivered it to you, according to the example of Chriſt our 
Lord; that 1s, that ye ſhould fit as banqueters at one table with 
our King, and cat and drink, and divide the elements one to ano- 
ther; the timber and ſtones of the church walls ſhall bear 
witneſs, that my ſoul was refreſhed with the comforts of God 
in that ſupper : and that croſſing in baptiſm was unlawful, 
and againit Chriſt's ordinance ; and that no day (beſides. 


| the ſabbath, which is of his own appointment) ſhould be kept 


holy, and ſanctified with preaching and the public worſhip of 
God, for the memory of Chriſt's birth, death, reſurrection and 
aſcenſion ; ſeeing ſuch days fo obſerved are unlawful, will-wor- 


ſhip, and not warranted in Chriſt's word: and that every thing 


in God's worſhip, not warranted by Chriſt's teſtament and word, 
was unlawful: and alſo, that idolatry, worſhipping of God be- 

fore hallowed creatures, and adoring df Chriſt, by kneeling before 
bread and wine, was unlawful: and that ye ſhould be humble. 

ſober, modeſt, forbearing pride, envy, malice wrath, hatred, con- 
tention, debate, lying, ſlandering, ſtealing, and defrauding your 

neighbours in graſs, corn or cattie, in buying or felling, borrow- 
ing or lending, taking or giving, in bargains or covenants: and 
that ye ſhould work with your own hands, and be content with 
that which God hath given you: that ye ihould ftudy to know 
God and his will, and keep in mind the doctrine of the catechiſm, 
which I taught you carefully, and ſpeak of it in your houſes and 
in the fields, when ye ly down at night, and when ye riſe in the 
| | morning: 
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morning: that ye ſhould believe in the Son of God, and obey ius 
commandments, and learn to make your acconnts in time with 
your Judge; becauſe death and judgment are before you. And 
if ye have no penury and want of that word, which I delivered to 
du in abundance; yea, (to God's honourl ſpeak it, without ar. 
:-pating any thing to myſelf, who am but a poor empty man) ye 
had as much of the word, in nine years while I was among yoy, 
ſome others have had in many; mourn for your loſs of time, and 
repent. My ſou] pitieth you, that you ſhould ſuck dry breaſts, 
d be put to draw at dry wells. O that ye would eſteem highly 
the Lamb of God, your Well-beloved Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe vir- 
tues and praiſes I preached unto you with joy, and which he did 
countenance and accompany with ſome power; and that ye 
would call to mind the many fair days and glorious fcaſts in our 
Ird's houſe of wine, that ye and 1 have had with Chriſt Jeſus! 
But if there be any among you that take liberty to ſin, becauſe I 
am removed from amongſt you, and forget that word of truth 
which ye heard and turn the grace of God into wantonneſs; I here 
under my hand, in the name of Chriſt my Lord, write to ſuch per- 
ions all the plagues of God, and the curſes that ever I preached in 
the pulpit of Anwoth againſt the children of diſobedience : and, 
the Lord liveth, the Lord Jeſus ſnall make good what I write 
to you. Therefore, dearly beloved, fulfil my joy; fear the 
great and dreadful name of the Lord; ſeek God with me. Scot- 
1a:d's judgment ſleepeth not; awake and repent : the {word of the 
Lord ſhall go from the north to the ſouth, from the eaſt to the 
weſt, and through all the corners of the land; and that ſword 
Mall be drunk with your blood amongſt the firſt: and I ſhall ſtand 
up as a witneſs againſt you, if ye do not amend your ways and your 
doings, and turn to the Lord with all your heart. I beſeech you 
alſo, my dearly beloved in the Lord, my joy and my crown, of- 
end not at the ſufferings of me, the priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt; I 
zn filled with joy and with the comforts of God. Upon my fal- 
vation, I know and am perſuaded, it is for God's truth, and the 
honour of my King and royal Prince, Jeſus, I now ſuffer : and 
towbeit this town be my priſon, yet Chriſt hath made it my pa- 
hace, a garden of pleaſures, a field and orchard of delights. I know 
ticewile, albeit I be in bonds, that yet the word of God is not in 
bonds; my fpirit alſo is in free ward. Sweet, ſweet have his com- 
torts been to my ſoul; my pen, tongue and heart have not words 
2c exprels the kindneſs, love and mercy of my Well-beloved to me, 
this houſe of my pilgrimage. 
Chriſt, and to ſeek a houſe not made with hands, but your Father's 
Houſe above. This laughing and white ſkinned world beguileth 


vou; and if ye ſeek it more than God, it ſhall play you a flip, to 


«i endleſs ſorrow of your heart. Alas, I Could not make many 


I charge you to fear and love | 


of 
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of you to fall in love with Chriſt, howbeit I endeavoured to ſpeak 
much good of him, and to commend him to you (which as it was 
vour fin, ſo it is my forrow) : yet once again ſuffer me to exhort, 


beſeech and obteſt you in the Lord, to think of his love, and to be 


delighted with him, whois altogether lovely: I give you the word 


of a King, ye ſhall not repent it. Ye are in my prayers night and 


day, I cannot forget you: | do not eat, I do not drink, but I pray 


for you all: I intreat you all, and every one of you, to pray for 


me. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 23. 1637. Your lawful and 19 


Paſtor, S. R. 
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149. To the Lady CARDONESS. 


Miſtreſs, 
1 Beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus, make every day more and more 
1 of Chriſt; and try your growth in the grace of God, and 
what new ground ye win daily on corruption : for travellers are 
day by day either advancing farther on, and nearer home; or elſe 
they go not right about to compaſs their journey. I think ſtill 
the better and better of Chriſt : alas, I know not where to ſet him, 


I would fo fain have him high! I cannot fet heavens above hea 


vens, till I were tired with numbering, and ſet him upon the high- 
eſt ſtep and ſtory of the bigheſt of them all: but I with I could 
make him great through the world, ſuppoſe my lots, and pain, 
and ſhame were ſet under the ſoles of his feet, that he mig: Und 
upon me. I requeſt you faint not, becaule this world and ye are 
at yea and nay, and becauſe this is not a home that laugheth up- 


on you; the wiſe Lord, who knoweth you, will have it fo, be- 


cauſe he caſteth a net for your love, to catch it and gather it in 
to himſelf : therefore bear patiently the loſs of children, and bur- 
dens, and other diſcontentments, either within or without the 
houſe; your Lord in them is ſeeking you, and ſeek ye him. Le- 
none be your love and choice, and the flower of your deligbts. 
but your Lord Jeſus. Set not your heart upon the world, ſinc- 
God hath not made it your portion; for it will not fall you to ge 
two portions, and to laugh twice, and to be happy twice, and to 


have an upper heaven and an under heaven too: Chriſt our Lord 


and his ſaints were not ſo; and therefore let go your grip of this 
life, and of the good things of it. I hope your heaven groweth 


not herea way. Learn daily both to poſſeſs and miſs Chriſt, in his 


ſecret Bridegroom ſmiles; he muſt go and come, becauſe his in- 

finite wiſdom thinketh it beſt for you: we will be together one 

day; we ſhall not need to borrow light from ſun, moon or can- 

dle; there ſhall be no complaints on either ſide in heaven; there 

{hall be none there, but he and we, the Bridegroom and the bride 
— as . Wo: 


devils. 
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devils, temptations, trials, deſertions, loſſes, fad hearts, pain and 


dcath ſhall be all put out of play; and the devil muſt give up his 


office of tempting. O bleſſed is the ſoul, whoſe hope hath a face 
looking ſtraight out to that day! It is not our part to make a trea- 


jure here; any thing under the covering of heaven we can build 
upon, is but ill ground, and a ſandy foundation: every good 


thing, except God, wanteth a bottom, and cannot ſtand its alone; 
how then can it bear the weight of us? Let us not lay a load up- 
on a windleſtraw; there ſhall nothing find my weight, or found 
my happineſs, but God. I know all created power fhould fink 
under me, ff I ſhould lean down upon it; and therefore it is bet- 


ter to reſt on God, than fink or fall: and we weak ſouls muſt 


have a bottom anda being place, for we cannot ſtand our alone; let us 
then be wiſe in our choice, and chooſe and wail our own bleſſedneſs, 
which is to truſt in the Lord. Each one of us hath a whore and 


ickol, befides our Husband, Chriſt : but it is our folly to divide 


our narrow and little love; 1 will not ferve two: it is beſt then 


to hold it whole and together, and give it to Chrift; for then we 
get double intereſt for our love, when we lend it to, and lay it out 


upon Chriſt; and we are ſure beſides, that the ſtock cannot per- 
iſh. Now can ſay no more: remember me. I have God's right 
to that people; howbeit by the violence of men ſtronger than J, 
I am baniſhed from you, and chafed away. The Lord give you 
mercy in the day of Chriſt, It may be God will clear my (ky a- 
gain; howbeit there is ſmall appearance of my deliverance : but 


let him do with me what ſeemeth good in bis own eyes; I am 


his clay, let my Potter frame and faſhion me as he pleaſeth. Grace 
be with you. N 7 
Aberd. 1637. Nur lawful and loving paſtor, S. R. 


150. To SI BILLA MACADAM. 
Miſtreſs, 85 5 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. I can bear witneſs in 

my bonds, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer ihe better, and no 
worſe, yea, inconcewably better than he is or can be called: 1 
think it half an heaven, to have my fill of the ſmell of his ſweet 
breath, and to fleep in the arms of Chriſt iny Lord, with his left-hand 
under my head, and his right-hand embracing me. There is ne 
great reckoning to be made of the withering of my flower, in com- 


pariſon of the foul and manifeſt wrongs done to Chriſt: nay, let 


never the dew of God ly upon my branches again, let the bloom 
fall from my joy, and let it wither, let the Almighty blow out my 


candle, ſo being the Lord might be great among Jews and Gentiles, 
and his opprelled church delivered. Let Chriſt fare well, ſuppole 
I ſhould cat aſhcs; I know he muſt be (weat himſelf, when his 
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croſs is ſo ſweet. And it is the part of us 10 if we marry him 
ſelf, to marry the croſſes, loſſes, and reproaches alſo that follow him; 
for mercy followeth Chriſt's croſs. His priſon for beauty is made 
of marble and ivory; his chains, that are laid on his priſone 
are golden chains; and the ſighs of the priſoners of hope are pe! - 
fumed with comforts, the like whercof cannot be bred or found i: 
this ſide of ſun and moon. Follow on after his love, tire not of 
Chriſt; but come in, and ſee his beauty and excellency, and fee: 
your foul upon Chriſt's ſweetneſs. This world is not yours, ni 


ther would | have your heaven made of ſuch metal as mire and cla 


Ye have the choice and waile of all lovers in heaven or out of hen. 
ven, when ye have Chriſt, the only delight of God his Father. 
Climb up the mountain with joy, and faint not; for time will cu. 
off the men who purſue Chriſt's followers. Our beſt things h 
have a worm in them; our joys beſides God, in the inner half, 
but woes and ſorrows: Chriſt, Chriſt is that which our love 
deſires can ſleep {ſweetly and reſt ſafely upon. Now the very 
of peace eſtabliſh you in Chriſt, Help a priſoner with your b 
ers, and entreat that our Lord wauld be pleaſed to viſit ine wi! 
fight of his beauty in his houle, as he hath ſometimes done. G. 

be with you. 

Aberdeen, Yours in this feet Lord © 
1637. | Teſus, 8. R 
. CD DSDDDDDSSDDODS Sh 
151. To the Laird of CALLY. 


N ff Sir, 5 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. J have been too long 
confeſs, in writing to you. My ſuit now to you in paper (11. 

] have no acceſs to ſpeak to you as formerly) is, that ye would lay 
the foundation ſure in your youth: when ye begin to ſeek Chi it, 


try, I pray you, upon what terms ye covenant to follow him, ac 


Jay your accounts what it may coſt you ; that ſummer nor winter 
nor well nor wo, may not cauſe you change your Maſter, Ch.. 
Keep fair to him, and be honeſt and faithful, that he find no! 


crack 10 you. Surely, Ye are now in the throne of s h 


when youth is come to its faireſt bloom, then the devil, and 
luſts of a deceiving world, and fin are upon horſe- back, and folly. 
with up fails. If this were not, Paul needed not to have write, 
to a ſanctified and holy youth, Timothy, (a faithful preacher 
the goſpel) flee the Tuſts of youth. Give Chriſt your virgin- lov. e, 
you cannot put your love and heart in a better hand. 0 It: 
knew him, and ſaw his beauty! Your love, your liking, your he: 


your deſires would cloſe with him, and cleave to him. Love 
by nature, when it ſeeth, cannot but caſt out its ſpirit and aback 1 


upon amiable objets, and good things, and things love worth) 
t 2 and 
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10 what fairer thing than Chriſt? O fair ſun, and fair moon, and 


fair ſtars, and fair flowers, and fair roſes, and fair lilies, and fair crea- 


tures: but O ten thouſand thouſand times fairer Lord Jeſas ! A- 


las, T wronged him in making the compariſon this way! O black 


ſun and moon, but O fair Lord Jeſus! O black flowers, and black 
lilies and roſes, but O fair, fair, ever fair Lord Jeſus! O all fair 
things, black and deformed without beauty, when ye are beſide that 
faireſt Lord Jeſus! O black heaven, but O fair Chriſt! O black 
angels, but ſurpaſſingly fair Lord Jeſus ! I would {zek no more to 
make me happy for evermore, but a thorough and clear ſight of the 
beauty of Jeſus my Lord: let my eyes enjoy his fairneſs, and tare 
him for ever in the face, and (have all that can be wiſhed. Get 
Chbriſt rather than gold or filver ; ſeek Chriſt, howbeit ye ſhould 
lofe all things for him. They take their marks by the moon, and 
look a ſquint, in looking to fair Chriſt, who reſolve for the world 


and their ene, and for their honour and court and credit; or, for 


fear of loſſes and a fore ſkin, will turn their back upon Chriſt and 
hi truth. Alus, how many blind eyes and ſquint-lookers look this 
day in Scotland upon Chriſt's beauty, and they ſee a ſpot in Chriſt's 
fair face! Alas they are not worthy of Chriſt, who look this way 
upon bim, and jce no beauty in him why they ſhould deſire him 
Goo ſend me my fill of his beauty, if it be poſſible that my foul 
can be full of his beauty here: but much of Chriſt's beauty need- 
eth not abate the eager appetite of a foul (lick of love for him- 
ce to fee bim in the other world, where he is ſeen as he is. 1 
am glad with all my heart, that ye have given your greeneſt morn- 


ing age to this Lord Jeſus : bold on, and weary not, faint not, re- 
ſolve upon ſuffer ing for Chriſt; but fear not ten days tribulation, 


for Chriſt's ſour croſs is ſugare 4 with comforts, and hath a taſte of 


_ Chriſt himſelf, Ieſteem it my glory, my joy and my crown, and! 


bleſs him for this honour, to be yoked with Chriſt, and married with 


bim, in ft uffering, who therefore was born, and therefore came into 


the world, that he might bear witneſs to the truth. Take pains 
above all things for ſalvation; for without running, fighting, 
ſweating, wreſtling, heaven is not taken. O happy ſoul, that croſ- 
lech natures ſtomach, and delighteth to gain that fair garland and 
crown of glor y! What a feckleſs loſs is it for you, to go through 
this wilderne!>, and never taſte of ſin's ſugared pleaſures what 
Pvorer is a ſoul to want pride, luſt, love of the world, and the va- 
nities of this vain and worthleſs world? Nature hath no cauſe to 
v/cep at the want of juch toys as theſe, Eſteem it your gain to 
be an heir of glory; O but that is an eye. look to a fair rent! The 
very hope of heaven, under troubles, is like wind and ſails to the 
{on}, and like wings, when the feet come out of the ſnare. O! for 
what Gay we here? Up, up, after our Lord Jeſus ; this is not our 
reſt, nor our dwelling : what have we to do in this priſon, 23 

on 
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only to take meat and houſe-room in it, for a time ? Grace, grace 
be with you. 

Aberd. 1 M , 1 8 Rar foul's well-wiſher, and 

Chr of s priſoner, S. R. | 

152 25 WILLIAM GORDON at Rune. © = 


Dear brother, | | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have been long in an- 1 
I ſwering your letter, which came in good time to me. It is 
my aim and hearty deſire, that my furnace, which is of the Lord's 
kindling, may ſparkle fire upon ſtanders-by, to the warming of 
their hearts with God's love. The very duſt that falleth from 
Chriſt's feet, his old ragged clothes, his knoity and black croſs, is 
ſweeter to me, than kings golden crowns, and their time-eaten 
pleaſures : 1 ſhould be a liar and falſe witneſs, if I ſhould not give 
my Lord Jeſus a fair teſtimonial, with my whole foul: my word, mw 
[ know, will not heighten him; he needeth not ſuch props under yn 
his feet, to raiſe-his glory high: but oh that I could raiſe him the _ = 
height of heaven, and the breadth and length of ten heavens, in the 1 
eſtimation of all his young lovers! For we have all ſhapen Chriſt [1-1 
but too narrow and too ſhort, and formed conceptions of his love 1 
in our conceit, very unworthy of it. Oh that men were taken and 1 
|  catched with his beauty and fairneſs ! they would give over play- 48 
ing with idols, in which there is not half room for the love of one | 
| foul to expatiate itfelt ; and man's love is but heart-hungered in 
gnawing upon bare- bones, and ſucking at dry breaſts: it is 
well wared they want, who will not come to him, who hath a 
WW world of love and goodneſs and bounty for all. We ſeek to thaw 
WW our trozen hearts at the cold ſmoke of the ſhort-timed creature, and " 
WW our ſouls gather neither heat nor life, nor light; for theſe cannot — nt 
give tous, what they have not in themſelves. Oh that we could 
| thruſt in through theſe thorns and this throng of baſtard-lovers, 
| and be raviſhed and ſick of love for Chriſt! We ſhould find ſome. 
footing and ſome room, and ſweet eaſe for our tottering and witleſs 
| WF ſouls in our Lord. I wiſh it were in my power, after this day, to 
cry down all love but the love of Chriſt, and to cry down all gods 
but Chriſt, all ſaviours but Chriſt, all well-beloveds but Chriſt, 
and all ſoul- ſuiters, all love-beggars but Chriſt. Ye complain, that 
ye want a mark of the ſound work of grace and love in your foul, 
For anſwer, conſider for your ſatisfaction (till God ſend more) 
Job i i. 3, 14. . And as for your complaint of deadneſs and doubt- 
ings; Chriſt, I hope, will take your deadneſs and you together: | 
they are bodies full of holes, running boils, and broken bones that 444 
need mending, that Chriſt the Phyſician taketh up; whole veſſels 9 
are not for the Mediator Chriſt's art: Publicans, ſinners, * TH 
arlots, Wi 
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harlots, are ready market-wares for Chriſt : the only thing that 
vill bring ſinners within a caſt of Chriſt's drawing arm, is that 
g which ye write of, ſome feeling of death and fin, that bringeth forth 
| complaints; and therefore out of ſenſe complain more, and be more 
of acquaint with all the cramps, ſtitches, and ſoul- ſwoonings that 
trouble you: the more pain, and the more night watching, and 
the more fevers, the better; a ſoul bleeding to death, till Chriſt 


0 _ were ſent for, and cried for in all haſte, to come and ſtem the blood, 5 

* and cloſe up the hole in the wound, with his own hand and balm, b 

N were a very good diſeaſe, when many are dying of a whole-heart. te 

We have all too little of hell- pain and terrors that way: nay, God n 

end me ſuch a hell, as Chriſt hath promiſed to make a heaven out a 

of. Alas, I am not come that far on in the way, as to ſay inſad MW { 

_ earneſt, * Lord Jeſus, great and ſovereign Phyſician, here is a 1 

pained patient for thee.” But the thing that we miſtake is the want i «© 

of victory; we hold that to be the mark of one that hath no grace: 12 

nay, I ſay, the want of fighting were a mark of no grace; but! | v 

ſnall not ſay, the want of victory is ſuch a mark. If my fire and of 

the devil's water make crackling, like thunder in the air, I am the MW g 

jeſs feared ; for where there is fire, it is Chriſt's part, that I lay 1 4 

and bind upon him, to keep in the coal, and to pray the Father 1 1 

that my faith fail not, if J in the mean time be wreſtling, and do- g 

ing, and fighting, and mourning : for prayer putteth not Paul's 1 d 

evil (the prick in the fleſh, and the meſſenger of Satan) to the MW it 

ih oor, at firſt; but our Lord will have them trying every one ano- ri 

1 wer, and let Paul fend for himſelf, by God's help, God keeping the þ 

| akes, and moderating. the play: and ye do well, not to doubt, if 1 . 

ine ground ſtone be ſure, but to try if it be ſo; for there is great 1 

odds between doubting that we have grace, and trying if we have i C 

grace: the former may be fin, but the latter is good. We are MW 8 

but looſe in trying our free-holding of Chriſt, and making fure WU ti 

work of Chriſt, Holy fear is a ſearching the camp, that there be m 

no enemy Within our boſom to berray us, and a ſceing that all be WW «© 

faſt and ſure : for I ſee many leaking veſſels fair before the wind, WU » 

and profeſſors who take their converſion upon truſt, and they go i h 

on ſecurely, and ſee not the under- water, till a ſtorm fink them; WM {4 

each man had need twice a day, and oftener, to be riped and ſearch- et 

d with candles. Pray for me, that the Lord would give me 0 

Uh ouſe-room again, to hold a candle to this dark world. Grace, | 

iN race be with you. ph 5 

th Aberdeen. | Yeurs in his fweet Lord 0 

' 1637. and Nlaſter, S. R. 
153, To 
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153. 0 MARGARET FULLERTON. 
” Miftr eſs, Fs | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad that ever ye did 
A caſt your love on Chriſt; faſten more and more love every 
day upon him. O if I had a river of love, a fea of love, that would 
never go dry, to beſtow upon him ! But alas the pity ! Chriſt hath 
beauty for me, but I have not love for him. O what pain is ir, 
to ſee Chriſt in his beauty, and then to want a heart and love for 
him! but I fee, want we muſt, till Chriſt lend us, never to be paid 
again, O that he would empty thele vaults and lower houles of 
theſe poor ſouls, of thele baſtard and baſe lovers, which we fol- 
lo! and verily, I fee no object in heaven or in earth, that I could 
ware this much of love upon, that I have, but upon Chriſt. A- 
las! that clay, and time, and {ſhadows run away with our love, 
which is ill ſpent upon any but upon Chriſt : each fool at the day 
of judgment thall ſeek back his love from the creatures, when he 
ſhall ſee them all in a fair fire; but they ſhall prove irreſponſal 
_ debtors : and therefore it is beſt here, we look ere we leap, and ky 
look ere we love. I find now under his croſs, that I would fain | 4 
give him more than J have to give him, if giving were in my power: 
but I rather wiſh him my heart than give him it; except he take 
it, and put himſelf in poſſeſſion of it, (for I hope he hath a market 
right to me, ſince he hath ranſomed me) I ſee not how Chrilt can | 
have me. O that he would be pleaſed to be more homely with my 
foul's love, and to come in to my ſoul, and take his own! But 
when he goeth away and hideth himſelf, all is to me that I had of 
Chriſt, as if it had fallen in the ſea-bottom. Oh that I ſhould be 10 
fickle in my love, as to love Chriſt only by the eyes and the noſe * 
that is, to love him only in as far as fond and fooliſh ſenſe carrieth 
me, and no more. And when I fee not, and ſmell not, and touch 
not, then | have all to ſeek. I cannot love parquier, nor rejoice 
parquier: but this is our weakneſs, till we be at home, and (hail 
have aged men's ſtomachs to bear Chriſt's love. Pray for me. 
that our Lord would bring me back to you, with a new bleſſing of 
the goſpel of Chriſt. 1 forget not you. Grace, grace be with 


you. | . | | 
Aberdeen, Nurs in his feet Lord 

U 3 Teſts, 8. R. 
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154. o WILLIAM GLENDINNING. 
Dear brot herr,. - -- 1 
VE are heartily welcome to that honour, that Chriſt hath made 
L common to us both, which 1s to ſuffer for his name. Veii- 17 


- 


re 
a * 
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iv, I think it my garland and crown; and if the Lord ſhould aſk 
of me my blood and life for this cauſe, I would gladly, in his 
length, pay due debt to Chriſt's honour and glory in that kind. 
Acquaint yourſelf with Chriſt's love, and ye ſhall not miſs to find 
new golden mines and treaſures in Chriſt: nay truly, we but 
ſtand beſide Chriſt, we go not in to him, to take our fill of him. 
But if he ſhould do two things, 1. Draw the curtains, and make 
bare his holy face; and then, 2. Clear our dim and bleired eyes, 
to ſee his beauty and glory; he ſhould find many lovers. TI would 
ock no more happineſs, but a ſight of him ſo near hand, as to lee, 
hear, ſmell, and touch, and embrace him: but oh, cloſed doors, 
d vails, and curtains, and thick clouds hold me in pain, while I 
and the ſweet burning of his love, that many waters cannot quench ! 
what ſad hours have I, when I think, that the love of Chriſt ſcarreth 
me, and bloweth by me! if my Lord Jeſus would come to bar- 
y-ining for his love, I think, he ſhould make price himſelf; I 
;-uld not refuſe ten thouſand years in hell, to have a wide foul 


_ enlarged and made wider, that I might be exceedingly (even to the 


::nning over) filled with his love. O what am I to love ſuch an 
One, or to be loved by that high and lofty One! I think the angels 
may bluſh to look upon him; and what am I to file ſuch infinite 
vrightneſs with my ſinful eyes! O that Chriſt would come near, 
ad ſtand ſtill and give me leave to look upon him! For to look 
{:emeth the poor man's privilege, ſince he may, for nothing, and 
without hire, behold the ſun. I ſhould have a king's life, if I had 
o other thing to do, but for evermore to behold and eye my fair 


ord Jeſus: nay, ſuppoſe I were holden out at heaven's fair entry, 


/ ſhould be happy for evermore to look through an hole in the 
coor, and ſee my deareſt and faireſt Lord's face. O great King, 


ny ſtandeſt thou aloof ? why remaineſt thou beyond the moun- 


{ins ?. O Well-belovee, why doſt thou pain a poor ſoul with de- 
ys? A long time out of thy glorious preſence is two deaths and 
wo bells to me; we. muſt meet, I muſt ſee him, I dow not want 
him. Hunger and longing for Chriſt, hath braught on ſuch a ne- 
-eGiry, of enjoying Chriſt, that, coſt me what it will, I cannot but 
«{ffure Chriſt, I will not, I dow not want him: for I cannot matter 
or command Chriſt's love; nay, hell (as I now think) and all the 
Hains in it laid on me alone, would not put me from loving: yea, 
inppoſe my Lord Jeſus would not love me, it is above my ſtrength 
or power to keep back or impriſon the weak love I have, but it 
muſt be out to Chriſt : I would ſet heaven's joy aſide, and live up- 
-2 Chriſt's love its alone; let me have no joy, but the warmneſs 


 »1id fire of God's love, | feek no other, God knoweth ; it this love 


taken from me, the bottom is fallen out of all my happineſs and 


y; and therefore I believe Chriſt will never do me that much 


arm, as to bereave a poor priſoner of his love; it were cruelty to 
honda take 
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git from me: and he who is kindneſs itſelf, cannot be cruc! 


ar brother, weary not of my ſweet Maſter's chains; we art 0 


ch the ſibber to Chriſt, that we ſuffer : lodge not a hard thoug!: 


2: my royal King; rejoice in his croſs. Your deliverange 
eth not, He that will come is not {lack of his promiſe : wait 


on tor God's timeous ſalvation ; aſk not when, or how long? 
hope he ſhall loſe nothing of you in the furnace, bur droſs: com- 
mit your cauſe in meckneis (forgiving your oppreſſors) to God, an 


your ſentence ſhall come back from him laughing. Our Bride- 
groom's day is poſting faſt on; and this world, that ſeemeth to 90 
with a long and a ſhort foot, ſhall be put in two ranks; wait ti! 
your ten days be ended, and hope for the crown, Chriſt will no: 
give you a blind in the end Commend me to your wife and f+- 
ther, and to Bailey M. A. and fend this letter to him. The pra 
ers of Chriſt's priſoner be upon you, and the Lord's preſence ac 
company you. ES. 
Aberdeen, July 6. Tours in his feuert Lord 
TRY... | Jeſus, J. R. 
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158. 7 ROBERT LENNOX of Diſdove. 


Dear brother, X | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I beſeech you in the Lord 
Al eſus, make faſt and ſure work of life eternal: ſow not ro: 
ten ſeed ; every man's work will ſpeak for itſelf, what his leed hat- 


been. O how many ſee I, who ſow to the fleſh ! Alas, what a crop 


will that be, when the Lord ſhall put in his hook to reap this 
world, that is ripe and white for judgment? I recommend to you 
holineſs and ſanctification, and that you keep yourſelf clean fror 
this preſent evil world. We delight to tell our own dreams, and 


to flatter our own fleſh with the hope we have: it were wiildom 


for us to be free, plain, honeſt and ſharp with our own fouls, and 


to charge them to brew better, that they may drink well, and fare. 


well, when time is melted away like ſnow in a hot ſummer. O how 
hard a thing is it, to get the ſoul to give up with all things on th:s 
ſide of death and doomſday ! We ſay, we are removing and goin*; 


from this world; but our heart ſtirreth not one foot off its ſcat. 


Alas! I ſee few heavenly-minded ſouls, that have nothing upon the 


earth, but their body of clay going up and down this earth, be- 


cauſe their ſoul and the powers of it are up in heaven, and there 
their hearts live, deſire, enjoy, rejoice. Oh! mens ſouls have n- 
wings, and therefore night and day they keep their neſt, and arc 


not acquaint with Chriſt. Sir, take you to your one thing, to 


Chriſt, that ye may be acquainted with the taſte of his ſweetne1> 
aud excellency, and charge your love not to dote upon this world ; 
for it will not do your buſineſs in that day, when nothing will com- 
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good, choice and faſt work; for when your foul for m, 
hath taken the play, and hath poſted, and wandered through  - 
creatures, ye will come home again with the wind? they are not 
good, at leaſt not the ſoul's good; it is the infinite God-head that 
mult allay the ſharpneſs of your hunger after happineſs ; otherwiſe 
there ſhall (till be a want of ſatisfaction to your deſires: and if he 
would caſt in ten worlds in your deſires, all ſhall fall through, and 
your foul hall ſtill cry, red hunger, black hunger: but I am ſure 
there is ſufficient for you in Chriſt, if ye had ſeven fouls and ſeven 
deſires in you. Oh if I could make my Lord Jeſus market-{weet, 
lovely, deſirable, and fair to all the world, both to Jew and Gen- 
tile! O let my part of heaven go for it, fo being he would take my 
tongue to be his inftrument, to ſet out Chriſt in his whole braverics 
of love, virtue, grace, ſweetneſs and matchleſs glory, to the eyes 
and hearts of Jews and Gentiles ! But who is ſufficient for theſe 
things! O for the help of angels tongues, to make Chritt eye ſweet 
and amiable to many thouſands ! O how little doth this world ſee 
of him, and how far are they from the love of him, ſeeing there is 


ſo much lovelineſs, beauty and ſweetneſs in Chriſt, that no created 


eye did ever yet fee! I would that all men knew his glory, and 
that I could put many in at the Bridegroom's chamber-door; to ſee 


his beauty, and to be partakers of his high, and deep, and broad, 


and boundleſs love. O let all the world come nigh and ſee Chriſt, 
and they ſhall then ſee more than I can ſay of him! O if I had a 
pledge or pawn to lay down for a ſea- full of his love! that I could 
come by ſo much of Chriſt, as would ſatisfy greening and longing 
for bim, or rather increaſe it, till I were in full poſſeſſion ! I know, 
we (hall meet; and therein I rejoice. Sir, ſtand faſt in the truth 
of Chriſt, that ye have received: yield to no winds, but ride out, 
and let Chriſt be your Anchor, and the only He, whom ye ſhall 
look to ſee in peace. Pray for me his priſoner that the Lord would 
fend me among you to feed his people. Grace, grace be with 


you. | | | 
Aberd. 1637. Yours in his fweet Lord 


Feſus, S. R. 
CELINA eo a ro ne SC COLITIS SEICIN 
156. To JOHN FLEMING, Baily of Leith. 
Worthy Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. The Lord hath brought 
J me fate to this ſtrange town; blefled be his holy name, I 
find his croſs ealy and light, and I hope he ſhall be with his poor 


ſold Joſeph, who is ſeparated from his brethren: his comforts have 


abounded towards me, as if Chriſt thought ſhame (if I may ſpeak 10) 
to be in the common of ſuch a poor man as I am, and 8 not 
WT, 4 , avs 
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have me loſe any thing in his errands. My enemies have, beſide 
their intention, made me more bleſſed, and have put me in a ſweet- 


er poſſeſſion of Chriſt than ever I had before: only the memory o 
the fair days I had with my Well: beloved, amongſt the flock in- 


truſted to me, keepeth me low, and ſoureth my unſeen joy; but it 
muſt be ſo, and he is wiſe, who tutoreth me this way: for that 
which my brethren have, and I want, and others of this world have, 
I am content, my faith will friſt God my happineſs: no ſon offend - 
eth, that his father give him not hire twice a-year ; for he is to a. 
bide in the houſe, when the inheritance is to be divided: it is bet- 
ter God's children live upon hope, than upon hire. Thus, re- 
membering my love to your worthy and kind wife ; I bleſs you and 
her, and all yours, in the Lord's name, 


Aberd. Sept. 20. Yours in his only, only Lord 
I 637. e . 
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187. 7% WILLIAM GEEDINNING, 
Baily if Kircudbright. 


Worthy Sir, E | | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am well, honour be tc 


I God! and as well as a rejoycing priſoner of Chriſt can be, 


hoping that one day he, for whom I now ſuffer, ſhall enlarge me 
and put me above the threatenings of men, I am tometimes ſad, 


heavy and caſten down, at the memory of the fair days I had with 


Chriſt, in Anwoth, Kircudbright, &c. The remembrance of a feaſt 
encreaſeth hunger in a hungry man; but who knoweth, but our Lord 
will yet cover a table in the wilderneſs to his hungry bairns, and 
build the old waſte places in Scotland, and bring home Zion'; 
captives? I deſire to ſee no more glorious ſight, till l fee the Lam: 
on his throne, than to ſee mount Zion all green with graſs, and th 
dew lying upon the tops of the graſs, and the crown put upon 


| Chriſt's head in Scotland again: and I believe it ſhall be fo, and 


that Chriſt ſhall mow down his enemies, and fill the pits with their 


dead bodies. I find people here dry and uncouth : a man pointe:\ 


at for ſuffering dare not be countenanced ; ſo that 1 am like to ſi- 
mine alone upon the ground: but my Lord payeth me well hom- 
again; for I have neither tongue, nor pen, nor heart to expreſs th 
tlweetneſs and excellency of the love of Chriſt. Chriſt's honey - 


combs drop honey, and floods of conſolation upon my foul; my 


chains are gold: Chriſt's croſs is all overgilded and perfumed ; 
his priſon is the garden and orchard of my delights : 1 wculd g 
through burning-quick to wy lovely Chriſt ; I fleep in his arms a 
the night, and my head betwixt his breaſts; my Well beloved: 


altogether lovely: this is all nothing, to that which my foul hat!. 


felt. Let no man, for my cauſe, ſcar at Chriſt's croſs: if my t}. 
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pend. place, country, credit, had been an earldom, a kingdom, ten 
kingdoms, and a whole earth ; all were too little for the crown and 
{ceptre of my royal King. Mine enemies, mine enemies have made 
me bleſſed : they have ſent me to the Bridegroom's chamber; love 
is his banner over me: I live a king's life; I want nothing 
but heaven, and poſſeſſion of the crown: my carneſt is great, Chriſt 
is no niggard to me. Dear brother, be for the Lord Jeſus and his 
heart broken bride. I need not (1 hope) remember my diſtreſſed 
brother to your care. Remember my love to your wife, let Chriſt 
want nothing of us: his garments ſhall be rolled in the blood of 
the (Jain of Scotland. Grace, grace be with you. Pray for Chriſt's 
riſoner. 
Aberdeen, Sept 21. Yours in his fweet Lord 
1637. A 
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158. To ROBERT GORDON & Anockbrex. 


Dear brother, | | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am by God's mercy come 
now to Aberdeen, the place of my confinement, and ſet tled 
in an honeſt man's houſe : I find the town's men cold, general, 


and dry in their kindneſs ; yet I find a lodging in the heart of ma- 
ny ſtrangers. My challenges are revived again, and J find old ſores 


are bleeding of new; ſo dangerous and painful is an undercotted 


_ conſcience; yet I have an eye to the blood that is phyſic for ſuch 


ſores : but verily, I fee Chriſtianity is conceived to be more eaſy 
and lighter than it is; ſo that I ſometimes think, I never knew a- 
ny thing but the letters of that name; for our nature contenteth 
itſelf with little in godlineſs. Our Lord, Lord, feemeth to us, ten 


Lord Lords: little holineſs in our balance is much, becaule it is 


our holineſs ; and we love to lay ſmall burdens upon our ſoft na- 
tures, and to make a fair court-way to heaven: and I know it 
were neceſſary to take more pains than we do, and not to make 
heaven a city more eaſily taken than God hath made it: I perſuade 


myſelf, many runners (hall come ſhort and get a diſappointment, 


Oh! how caſy is it to deceive ourſelves, and to ſleep and wiſh that 
heaven may fall down in our laps ! Yet, for all my Lord's glooms, 
] find him ſweet, gracious, loving, kind: and I want both pen and 
words to ſet forth the fairneſs, beauty and ſweetneſs of Chriſt's 


love, and the honour of this croſs of Chriſt, which is glorious to me, 


though the world thipketh ſhame thereof: I verily think, that the 
croſs of Chriſt would bluſh and think ſhame of theſe thin-ſkinned 


Worldlings, who are ſo married to their credit, that they are a- 


ſhamed of the ſufferings of Chriſt. O the honour to be ſcourged, 
ſtoned with Chriſt, and to go through a furious: faced death to life 
eternal! but men would have law-borrows againſt Chriſt's croſs. 

DEER Now, 


| 
f 
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Now, my dear brother, forget not the priſoner of Chriſt ; for I ſee 


very few here, who kindly fear God. Grace be with you. Let 

my love in Chriſt and hearty affection be remembered to your kind 

wife, and to your brother John, and to all friends. The Lord je- 
ſus be with your ſpirit. | 2 

Aberd. Sept. 20. Yours in his only, only 

I 636, Lord Feſus, S. R. 


159 To EARLST OUN younger. 


Much honoured Sir, | 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: I am well, Chriſt tri- 
umpheth in me, bleſſed be his name: I have all things, I 


burden no man: I ſee, this earth and the fulneſs thereof is my Fa- 


ther's : ſweet, ſweet is the croſs of my Lord. The bleſſing of God 
upon the croſs of my Lord Jeſus. My enemies have contributed 
(beſide their deſign) to make me bleſſed. This is my palace, not 


my priſon ; eſpecially, when my Lord ſhineth and {mileth upon his 


or afflicted and ſold Joſeph, who is ſeparated from his bretbren : 
wh often he hideth himſelf, and there is a day of law, and a court 
of challenges within me ; I know not, if fenced in God's name, but 
oh my negle&s ! Oh my unſeen guiltineſs ! I imagined, that a ſuf- 
ferer for Chriſt kept the keys of Chriſt's treaſure, and might take 
out his wombful of comforts, when he pleaſed ; but I ſee, a ſuf- 
ferer and witneſs will be holden at rhe door, as well as another 
poor ſinner, and glad to eat with the bairns, and to take the by- 
board. This croſs hath let me ſee, that heaven is not at the next 
door, and that it is a caſtle not ſoon taken: I ſee alſo, it is neither 


pain nor art, to play the hypocrite. We have all learned to ell 


ourſelves for double price, and to make the people, who call ten 


twenty, and twenty an hundred, eſteem us half gods, or men fal- 


len out of the clouds: but oh ſincerity, fincerity, if I knew what 


ſincerity meaneth. Sir, lay the foundation thus, and ye ſhall not 


ſoon ſhrink, nor be ſhaken : make tight work at the bottom, and 
your ſhip ſhall ride againſt all ſtorms, if withal your anchor be faſt- 
ened upon good ground, I mean within the vail ; and verily I think 
this is all to gain Chriſt : all other things are ſhadows dreams, 


fancies, and nothing. Sir, remember my love to your mother : 


pray for mercy and grace to her; I with her on-going toward 
heaven: as I promiſed to write, ſo ſhew her I want nothing in my 
Lord's ſervice; Chriſt will not be in ſuch a poor man's common as 


mine. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 22. 1637. Mur in his fweet Lord 


Fa, 8. R. 


160. Tg 
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160. % JOHN GORDON. 


Worthy and dear brother, 99 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have been too long in 


AF vriting to you, but multitude of letters taketh much time 
rom me. [I bleſs his great name, whom I ſerve in the ſpirit, it 


came to voting amongſt angels and men, how excellent and ſweet 


_ Chriſt is, even in his reproaches and in his croſs, I cannor but vote 


ith the firſt, that all that is in him, both croſs and crown, kifles 
and glooms, embracements and frownings and ſtrokes are ſweet 
21d glorious. God ſend me no more happineſs in heaven, or out 
Ot heaven, but Chriſt: for 1 find this world, when I have looked 
pon it on both ſides, within and without, and when | have ſeen e- 
ven the laughing and lovely fide of it, to be but a tools idol, a 
clay-priſon ; Lord, let it not be the neſt that my hope buildeth in. 


4 havenow cauſe to judge my part of this carth not worth a blaſt 


If ſmoke, or a mouthful of brown bread. I with my hope may 
take a running leap, and ſkip over time's pleaſures, ſins plailtering 
and gold-foil, this vain earth, and reſt upon my Lord. O how 
great is our night-darkneſs in this wilderneſs ! to have any con- 
cid at all of this world, is as a man would cloſe his handful of wa- 
ter, and, holding his hand in the river, ſay, all the water of the 


cod is his, as if it were indeed all within the compaſs of his hand: 


who would not laugh at the thoughts of ſuch a crack-brain ? Ve- 
y they have but an handful of water, and are but like a child 


Je ſping his two hands about a night. ſhadow, who idolize any cre- 


ated hope, but God. I now lightly, and put the price of a dream, 
or fable, or black nothing, upon all things, but God, and that de- 
{ircable and love wor thy One, my Lord Jeſus : let all the world 
de nothing, (for nothing was their ſeed and mother) and let God 
he all things. My very dear brother, know, ye are as near hea- 
den, as ye are far from yourſelf, and far from the love of a bewitch- 
in; and whoriſh world: for this world, in its gain and glory, is 
but the great and notable common whore, that all the ſons of men 
he been in fancy and luſt withal theſe 5000 years: the children, 
hat they have begotten with this uncouth and luſtful lover, are 
but vanity, dreams, gold-imaginations and night-thoughts : for 
there is no good ground here, under the covering of heaven, for 
zen, and poor wearied ſouls, to fer down their foot upon. O 


1c who is called God, that One whom they term. Jeſus Chriſt, is 


worth the having indeed; even it I had given away all without my 
cue holes, my ſoul, and myſelf for ſweet Jeſus my Lord! O let the 
cizim be cancelled, that the creatures have to me, except that claim 
my Lord J-ſus hath to me! O that he would claim poor me, my 
e, light and worthleſs ſoul! O that he would purſue his rs 


IS Shae, ha” W * 4 
: . Wh 
** 3 e AS, 2 2 


eres on In 


4 

* 43 
365% 
Ip 
5 
B 
bY 
LY 
92 
"ot 
72 


1 > es - 48 


TP f 


= * — FRA N * 2% , * 6: 
* TE 


„pill. 161. | LE TIER 5. = -- Ig 
to the utmoſt point, and not want me! for it is my pain, and re 
medileſs ſorrow to want him, I fee nothing in this life, but ſinks, 
and mires and dreams, and beguiling ditches, and ill ground for us 
to build upon. I am fully perſuaded of Chriſt's victory in Scot- 
land, but I fear this land be not yet ripe and white for mercy : yet 
I dare be halfer (upon my ſalvation) with the loſſes of the church 
of Scotland, that her foes afternoon ſhall ſing dool and forrow for 


 evermore, and that her joy ſhall once again be cried up, and her 


ſky ſhall clear: but vengeance and burning ſhall be to her adver- 
faries, and the ſinners of this land. Oh that we could be awaken- 
ed to prayers and humiliation ! Then ſhould our ſun ſhine like ſe- 
ven ſuns in the heaven, then ſnould the temple of Chriſt be build- 
ed upon the mountain tops, and the land from coaſt to coaft ſhould 
be filled with the glory of the Lord. Brother, your day-tafk is 
wearing ſhort, your hour-glaſs of this ſpan-length and hand-breadth 
of life will quickly paſs ; and therefore take order and courſe with 
matters betwixt you and Chriſt, before it come to open pleading : 
there are no quarters to be had of Chriſt, in open judgment. I 


know, ye ſee your threed wearing ſhort, and that there are not 


many inches to the threed's end; and therefore loſe not time. Re- 


member me his priſoner, that it would pleaſe the Lord to bring me 
again amongſt you with abundance of the goſpel. Grace, grace 


be with you. es = 
Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
17:1!!! RNA NCDDICRICIIDEE 
: 161. To Mr, HUGH MACKAIL, 


Reverend and dear brother, | 
1 Thank you for your letter. I cannot but ſhew you, that as [ 

L never expected any thing from Chriſt, but much good and 
kindneſs; ſo he hath made me to find it, in the houſe of my pil- 
grimage; and believe me, brother, I give it to you under mine own. 
hand- writ, that, whoſo looketh to the white fide of Chriſt's croſs, 
and can take it up handſomely with faith and courage, ſhall find it 
ſuch a burden, as fails are to a ſhip, or wings to a bird. I find my 
Lord hath over-gilded that black tree, and hath perfumed it, and 
oiled it, with joy and conſolation, Like a fool, onceI would chide 
and plead with Chriſt, and ſlander him to others of unkindnels : 
but I truſt in God, not to call his glooms unkind again; for he 
hath taken from me my ſackcloth : and I verily cannot tell you, 
what a poor Joſeph and priſoner (with whom my mother's chil- 
dren were angry) doth now think of kind Chriſt. I will chide no 


more, providing he will quit me all by-gones; tor | am poor. 1 


am taught, in this ill weather, to go on the lee-ſide of Chriſt, ad | 
to put him in between me and the ſtorm : and I thank God I K 
oa the ſunny fide of the brae. I write it, that ye may ſpeak in ny 

5 5 | behalf 
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40 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. z. 
behalf the praiſes of my Lord to others, that my bonds may pre |: 
O if all Scotland knew the feaſts and love blinks, and viſits, that 
the prelates have ſent me unto ! I will verily give my Lord Jeſusa free 
diſcharge of all, that I, like a fool, laid to his charge, and beg him 
pardon to the mends. God grant, that, in my temptations, I come 
not on his wrong ſide again, and never again fall a raving againſt 


my Phyſician, in my fever. Brother, plead with your mother, 


while ye have time: a pulpit would be a high feaſt to me; but! 
dare not ſay one word againſt him, who hath done it: I am not ont 
of the houſe as yet; my ſweet Maſter faith, I ſhall have houſe. 
oom at his own elbow, albeit their ſynagogue will need force to 
caſt me out, A letter were a work of charity to me. Grace be 
with you. Pray for me. e 
Aberd. Novemb. 22. 
1636. | priſoner, S. R. 
. TTT 
162. To JAMES MURRAY. 


Dear brother, 


1 Received your letter: I am in good health of body, but far il 


better in my ſoul. I find my Lord no worſe than his 


word; I will be with him in trouble, is made good to me now: 


ze heareth the ſighing of the priſoner. Brother, I am comforted 
12 my royal Prince and King: the world knoweth not our life, it 
is a myſtery to them; we have the ſunny fide of the world, and 


dur paradiſe is far above theirs, yea, our weeping above their 


i:aughing, which is but like the crackling of thorns under a pot; 
and therefore we have good cauſe to fight it out, for the day of 
dur laureation is approaching. I find my priſon the ſweeteſt place 
that ever I was in; my Lord Jeſus is kind to me, and hath taken 
rhe maſk off his face, and is content to quit me all by-gones ; I dare 
not complain of him, And for my ſilence, I lay it before Chriſt ; 


i hope it ſhall be a ſpeaking ſilence; he who knoweth what [ 


ould, knoweth that my foul deſireth no more, but that King Je- 


us may be great in the north of Scotland, in the ſouth, and in the 


caſt and weſt, through my ſufferings for the freedom of my Lord's 
houſe and kingdom. If I could keep good quarters in time to come 


with Chriſt, I would fear nothing; but oh! oh! I complain of 


my woful outbreakings; I tremble at the remembrance of a new 
Qut-caſt betwixt him and me; and I have cauſe, when I conſider 
what fick and ſad days I have had for his abſence, who is now 
come. I find Chriſt dow not be long unkind; our Joleph's 
Howels yearn within him, he cannot ſmother love long, it mu 
break out at length. Praiſe, praiſe with me, brother, and defire 
my acquaintance to help me: I dare not conceal his love to my 
dul, I wiſh you all a part of my feaſt, that my Lord Jeſus may be 


honoured; 


Your brother and Chriſt's | 


= 8; 
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honoured ; I allow you not to hide Chriſt's bounty to me, when = I | 
g ye meet with ſuch as know Chriſt, Ve write nothing to me, what 04 
155 are the cruel mercies of the prelates toward me. The miniſters | 
a of this town, as I hear, intend that I ſhall be more ſtrictly confined, 4 
= N or ren ported, becauſe they find ſome people affect me. Grace 
be with you. ED Lo | 
4 Aberd. Nov. 21. | Yours in the Lord 
"nt 3 1637. oh | | Jeſis, S. R. 
fe. | 
bs 163. To JOHN' FLEMING Baily of Leith. 
be My very worthy friend, 
* Race, mercy, and peace be to you; I received your letter: I 
5 


bleſs my Lord through Jeſus Chriſt, I find his word good, 
N. WB 16. xlviii. 10. / have choſen thee in the ſurnace of affliflion, and Pfal. 
„ci. 15. I will be with him in trouble. I never expected other at Chriſt's 
hand, but much good and comfort; and I am not diſappointed : 
find my Lord's croſs over-gilded and oiled with comforts. My 
Lord hath now ſhown me the white ſide of his croſs : I would 
| not exchange my weeping in priſon with the fourteen prelates 
laughter, amidſt their hungry and lean joys. This world knoweth 
1 not the ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love, itis a myſtery to them. At my 
firſt coming here, I found great heavineſs, eſpecially becauſe it had | 
pleaſed the prelates to add this gentle cruelty to my former ſuffer- | 
| jngs (for it is gentle to them) to inhibite the miniſters of the town 
to give me the liberty of a pulpit : I ſaid, What aileth Chriſt at my 
ſervice ? but I was a fool, he hath chid himſelf friends with me : 
it ye and others of God's children ſhall praiſe his great name, who 
maketh worthleſs men witneſſes for him, my {ſilence and ſufferings | 
ſhall preach more than my tongue could do: if his glory be ſeen in 1 
me, 1 am ſatisfied; for I want no kindneſs of Chriſt. And, Sir, I # 
dare not ſmother his liberality : I write it to you, that ye may praiſe, 
and deſire your brother and others to join with me in this work. 
This land ſhall be made deſolate; our iniquities are full: the Lord 
faith, we ſhall drink, and ſpue, and fall. Remember my love to 
Jour good kind wife. Grace be with you. e 
Aberd. Nov. 13. 1636. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R 
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160 To EARLST OUN Elder. 
Rev, xii. 11. And they overcame the dragon by the blood of the 

Lamb, and the werd of their teſtimony ; and they loved not their 

ius unto the death. — 

Much hancured Sir, | 5 | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you; 1 long to ſee you in paper _ 
AI ind to be refreſhed by you. I cannot but deſire you and 
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242 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 16+; 
charge you to help me to praiſe him, who feedeth a poor pri- 
ſoner with the fatneſs of his houſe. O how weighty is his love! 
O but there is much telling in Chriſt's kindneſs ! The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witneſs hath paid me my hundred fold, well told, 
and one to the hundred: 1 complained of him, but he is owing 
me nothing now. Sir, I charge you to help me to praiſe his good- 


neſs, and to proclaim to others my Bridegroom's kindnefs, whoſe © 
love is better than wine. I took up an action againſt Chriſt my Lord; 
and 1 faid, This is my death, he hath forgotten me: but my meek 
Lord held his peace, and beheld me, and would not contend for“ 
the laſt word of flyting ; and now he hath chided himſelf friends 
with me: and now 1 fee, he muſt be God, and J muſt be fleſn. 1 


paſs from my ſummons, I acknowledge he might have given me my 
fill of it, and never troubled himfelf : but now he hath taken away 


the maſk; I have been comforted: he could not ſmother his love 
any longer to a priſoner and a ftranger, God grant that I may ne. 
ver buy a plea againſt Chriſt again, but may keep good quarters 
with him. I want no kindneſs, no love-tokens : but oh, wiſe i: 
his love! for notwithſtanding of this hot ſummer-blink, I am kept 
low with the grief of my ſilence; for his word is in me as a fire 
in my bowels; and I ſee the Lord's vineyard laid waſte, and the! 
| heathen entered into the ſanctuary; and my belly is pained, and 


my foul in heavineſs, becauſe the Lord's people are gone into cap- 


_ tivity, and becauſe of the fury of the Lord, and that wind (but! 
neither to fan nor to purge) that is coming upon apoſtate Scotland. 
Alſo I am kept awake with the late wrong done to my brother; 
but J truſt ye will counſel and comfort him. Yet in this miſt, II 
fee, and believe, the Lord will heal this halting kirk, and will dy 
her flones with fair colours, and her foundations with ſapphires, and] 
will make her windows of agates, and her gates carbuncles, Ila. liv. . 
11, 12. And for brafs he will bring gold: he hath created the! 
fmith that formed the ſword, no weapon in war ſhall proſper a- 
gainſt us. Let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord, for his ſalvation þ* 
is near to come. Remember me to your wife and your fon John: 
and I entreat you to write to me. Grace, grace be with you. . 
Aberd. Dec. 30. | | Wars in his only, only Lori 
| „ e „ Feſus, S. R 


165. To Mr, JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


. Reverend and well. beloved in our Lord Fefus, 4 1 
1 Muſt ſtill provoke you to write by my lines, whereat ye need 
not wonder; for the croſs is full of talk, and ſpeak it muſt, 
either good or bad: neither can grief be ſilent. I have no dittayÞ7 
nor inditement to bring againſt Chriſt's croſs, ſeeing he hath made 
a friendly agreement betwixt me and it, and we are in * of 
| | / | | ore 
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Epiſt. 165. „ LETTERS, "43 
love together. If my forme miſcarriages, and my now filent ſab- 
baths, ſeem to me to ipcil. wrath from the Lord, I dare ſay, is 
but Satan borrowing the uſe und loan of my cowardly and feeblc 
apprehenſions, which itart at ſtraws. I know faith is not fo faint 
and fooliſh as to tremble at every falſe alarm: yet I gather thi: 
out of it, Bleſſed are they who are graced of God to guide a croſe 
well, and that there is ſome art required therein.“ I pray God 
may nat de ſo ill friend-ſtead, as that Chriſt my Lord ſhould leave me 
to be my own tutor, and my own phyſician. Shall I not think 
but my Lord Jeſus, who deſerveth his own place very well, wil! 
take his own place upon him, as it becometh him, and that he wil! 
fill his own chair! for in this is his office, fo comfort us, and thoſe that 
are caflen down, in all their tribulations, 2 Cor. i. 4. Alas! I know 
am a fool to ſeek an hole or defect in Chriſt's way with my ſos! 

If I have not a ſtock to preſent to Chriſt at his appearance, yet 
pray God I may be able, with joy, faith, and conſtancy, to ſherw 
the Captain of my ſalvation, in that day, a bloody-head, that r-- 
ceived in his ſervice. Howbeit my faith hang by a ſmall tack a 
threed, I hope the tack ſhall not break ; and howbeit my Lord get 
no ſervice of me but broken wiſhes, yet I truſt theſe ſhall be c 

cepted upon Chriſt's account. I have nothing to comfort me, hut 
that I ſay, Oh! will the Lord diſappoint an hungry on- wait“ 
The ſmell of Chriſt's wine and apples, which ſurpaſs the up-tak'::/ 
of dull ſenſe, bloweth upon my ſoul, and I get no more for 

mean time. I am ſure, to let a famiſhing body ſee meat, and gi 
him none of it, is a double pain: our Lord's love is not fo cruel, 1: 
to let a poor man ſee Chriſt and heaven, and never give him more, 
for want of money to buy: nay, I rather think Chriſt ſuch fa. 

market-wares, as buyers may have without money and without 
price: and thus I know, it ſhall not ſtand upon my want of mo 

ney ; for Chriſt, upon his own charges, muſt buy my weddir- 

garment, and redeem the inheritance, which I have forfeited, ai: 
give his word for one the like of me, who am not law-biding 1 

myſelf : poor folks muſt either borrow or beg from the rich; ac 

the only thing that commendeth ſinners to Chriſt, is extreme nr. 
= cclity and want: Chriſt's love is ready to make and provide a ran- 
ſom and money for a poor body, who hath loſt his purſe: Ho 5 


chat have no money, come and buy, Iſa. lv. 1. that is the poor man 


market. Now, brother, I ſee old croſſes would have done nothing ai 
me, and therefore Chriſt hath taken a new freſh rod to me, that ſeem- 
eth to talk with my foul, and make me tremble. I have often mor. 
ado now with faith, when I loſe my compaſs, and am blown on + 
dock, than thoſe who are my beholders, ſtanding upon the ſhore, 
c areawareof. A counſel to a ſick man is ſooner given than taken. 
Lord ſend the wearied man a borrowed bed from Chriſt : I hi- 
often it is after ſupper with me, and I am heavy: O but I wor'd 


1 


244 Mr. RUTRHEREFGORDS Epill, 165. 
ſlcep ſoundly, with Chriſt's left hand ander my head, and his right 
hand embraci ig me; the devil could not ſpill that bed. When 1 
conſider how tenderly Chriſt hath cared for me in this priſon, 1 


think he hath handled me as the bairn that is pitied and bemoan- 
ed: I deſire no more till I bein heaven, but ſuch a feaſt and fill of 
Chriſt's love as I would have; this love would be fair and adorn- 


ing paſlments, which would beautify and fer forth my black 


unpleaſant croſs. I cannot tell, my dear brother, what a great 


Joad I would bear, if I had a hearty fill of the love of that lovely 


One, Chriſt Jeſus : oh if ye would ſeek and pray for that to me! 


1 would give Chriſt all his love-ſtyles and titles of honour, if he 
would give me but this; nay, I would ſell myſelf (if 1 could) 
for that love. - I have been waiting to ſee what friends of place 


and power would do for us: but when the Lord looſeth the pins 


of his own tabernacle, he will have himfelf to be acknowledged 
as the only builder up thereof; and therefore J would take back a. 
gain my hope, that I lent and laid in pawn in mens hands, and give 


it wholly to Chriſt, It is no time for me now to ſet up idols of 


my own : it were a pity to give an ounce weight of hope to a- 


ny beſides Chriſt ; I think him well wor thy of all my hope, tho 
it were as weighty as both heaven and earth. Happy were I, it! 


I had any thing that Chriſt would ſeek or accept of: but now alas, 


I ſee not what ſervice I can do to him, except It be to talk a little, 
and babble, upon a piece of paper, concerning the love of Chriſt. Þ* 
J am often as if my faith were wadſet, ſo that I cannot command 
it; and then, when he hideth himſelf, I ran to the other extreme, 
in making each wing and toe of my caſe as big as a mountain of 
iron: and then miſbelief can ſpin out an hell of heavy and deſpond - 


ing thoughts; then Chriſt ſecketh law. borrows of my unbelieving 
apprehenſions, and chargeth me to believe his day-light at mid- 


night. But I make pleas with Chriſt, though it be ill my com- 


mon ſo to do: it were my happineſs, when I am in his houſe of 


zhe time to come, Iſa, xlii. 23. But ] ſee, we muſt be off our feet 


zn wading a deep water; and then Chriſt's love findeth timeous 
employment, at ſuch a dead lift as that: and beſides, after broken 
brows, bairns learn to walk more cir cumſpectly. If 1 come to ha- 


ven any way, howbeit, like a tired traveller, upon my Guide's 
ſhoulder, it is good enough for thoſe who have no legs of their 
own for ſuch a journey. I never thought there had been need of 
ſo much wreſtling to win to the top of that fteep mountain as now 
I find, Wo is me for this broken and back-ſliding church; it is 
like an old bowing- wall, leaning to the one fide, and there are none 
of all her ſons who will ſet a prop under her. I know, I need not 
bemoan Chriſt; for he careth for his own honour, more than 


'F can do: but who can blame me to be wo (if I had grac 
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Vine, and when I find a feaft-day, if I could hearken and hear for 
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ſo to do) to ſee my Well-beloved's f ir face ſpitted upon, and his 


own crown plucked off his head, and the ark of God taken, and 
carried in the Philiſtines cart, and thekine put to carry it, who will 
let it fall to the ground? The Lord put to his own helping hand. 
would deſire you to prepare yourſelf for a fight with beaſts: ye 
will not get leave to ſteal quietly to heaven, in Chriſt's company, 


without a conflict and a croſs. Remember my bonds, and praiſe 


my ſecond and fellow-priſoner, Chriſt. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, S. R. 
166. o WILLIAM GLENDINNING. 


Dear brot her, | 5 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Tour caſe is unknown to 
I me, whether ye be yet our Lord's priſoner at Wigtoun, or 
not : however it be, I know our Lord Jeſus hath been inquiring 
for you ; and that he hath honoured you to bear his chains, which 
is the golden end of his crols; and ſo hath wailed out a choſen 
and honourable croſs for you: I wiſh you much joy and comfort 
of it; for I have nothing to ſay of Chriſt's croſs but much good: 
I hope my ill word ſhall never meet either Chriſt, or his ſweet and 
caiy croſs, I know he ſeeketh of us an out-caſt with this houſe of 
clay, this mother-priſon, this earth, that we love full well; and 
verily, when Chriſt ſnuffeth my candle, and cauſeth my light ts 
ſnine upward, it is one of my greateſt wonders, that dirt and clay 
hath ſo much court with a ſoul not made with clay: and that our 


CI 


ſoul goeth out of kind ſo far, as to made an idol of this earth, ſuch 


a deformed harlot, as that it ſhould wrong Chriſt of our love. 
How faſt, how faſt doth our ſhip fail! And how fair a wind hath 
time, to blow us off theſe coaſts, and this land of dying and periſh- 
ing things! and alas, our ſhip ſalleth one way, and fleeth many 


miles in one hour, to haſten us upon eternity; and our love and 
hearts are ſailing cloſe back over, and ſwimming towards cafe, lawleſs 


pleaſure, vain honour, periſhing riches, and to build a fool's-neſt, I 
know not where, and to lay our eggs within the ſea- mark, and 
taſten our bits of broken anchors upon the worſt ground in the 
world, this fleeting and periſhing life ; and in the mean while, time 


and tide carry us upon another life, and there is daily leſs and leſs 
oll in our lamps, and leſs and leſs ſand in our watch-glaſs. O what 


a wiſe courſe were it for us, to look away from the falſe beauty of 
our borrowed priſon, and to mind, and eye, and luſt for our coun- 
try! Lord, Lord, take us home. And for myſelf, I think, if a poor, 

weak, dying ſheep, ſeek for an old dike, and the lee fide of an hill, 
in a ſtorm, I have cauſe to long for a covert from this ſtorm ig hea- 
ven: I know none will take my room over my head there, But 
certainly, ſleepy bodies would be at reſt and a well-made bed, and 
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an old crazed bark at a ſhore, and a wearied traveller at home, and 
a breathleſs horſe at the rink's end. I ſee nothing in this life but 
fin, and the ſour fruits of ſin: and O what a burden is fin ! and 


what a ſlavery and miſerable bondage is it, to be at the nod, and 


yea's and nay's of ſuch a lord- maſter as a body of fin ! truly, when 
think of it, it is a wonder that Chriſt maketh not fire and aſhes 


If ſuch a dry branch as I am. I would often ly down under Chrift's 
feet, and bid him trample upon me, when I conſider my guiltineſs: 


but ſeeing he hath ſworn, that ſin ſhall not looſe his unchangeable 


_ covenant, I keep houſe-room amongſt the reſt of the ill- learned 


hairns,. and muſt cumber the Lord of the houſe, with the reſt, till 
my Lord take the fetters off legs and arms, and deſtroy this body 
of fin, and make a hole or a breach in this cage of earth, that the 
bird may flee out, and the impriſoned fon! be at liberty. In the 


mean time, the leaſt intimation of Chriſt's love is ſweet, and the 


Nope of marriage with the Bridegroom holdeth me in ſome joyful 


on- waiting, that when Chriſt's ſummer-birds ſhall ſing upon the 


branches of the tree of life, I ſhall be tuned by God himſelf, to help 
them to ſing the home-coming of our Well-beloved and his bride 
ro their houſe together, When I think of this, I think winters 
and ſummers, and years and days, and time do me a pleaſure, that 
rhey ſhorten this untwiſted and weak threed of my life, and that 


they put ſin and miſeries by-hand, and that they ſhall carry me to 


my Bridegroom within a clap. Dear brother, pray for me, thatit 
would pleaſe the Lord of the vineyard to give me room to preach 
his righteouſneſs again to the great congregation. Grace, grace be 
with you. Remember me to your wife. - | ol 
Aberdeen, 5 Durs in his ſweet Lord 
1637. | ee, Jes, 8. Re 


167. 70 the Lady CU LR O88. 


ev. vii. 14. Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation 


and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. „„ e 
Madam, | 


Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. I greatly 


long to be refreſhed with your letter. I am now (all ho- 
nour and glory to the King eternal, immortal, and inviſible !) in 
better terms with Chriſt than I was. I, like a fool, ſummoned 
my Huiband and Lord, and libelled unkindneſs againſt him; but 
now I pats from that fooliſh purſuit, I give over the plea: he is 


Tod, and Tam man. I was looſing a faſt ſtone, and digging at 


the ground-ſtone (the love of my Lord) to ſkake and unſettle it; 
but, God be thanked, it is faſt: all is ſure. In my priſon he 
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er. Chriſt was diſguiſed and masked, and I apprehended it was 


not he; and he hath. ſaid, It is I, be not afraid: and now his 


love is better than wine. Oh that all the virgins had part of the ; 


Bridegroom's love, whereupon he maketh me to feed! Help me 
to praiſe: I charge you, Madam, help me to pay praiſes ; and tell 
others, the daughters of Jeruſalem, how kind Chriſt is to a 

priſoner: he hath paid me my hundred-fold, it is well rold me, and 


one to the hundred: I am nothing behind with Chriſt. Let not 


fools, becauſe of their lazy and ſoft fleſh, raiſe a ſlander and an 
ill report upon the croſs of Chriſt; it is ſweeter than fair. I ſee 
grace groweth beſt in winter: this poor perſecuted kirk, this 


lily. among the thorns, ſhall bloſſom and laugh upon the Garde- 


ner; the Huſbandman's bleſſing ſhall light upon it. Oh if I 
could be free of jealouſies of Chriſt, after this; and believe, and 


keep good quarters with my deareſt Huſband ! for he hath been 


kind to the ſtranger: and yet in all this fair hot ſummer - weather, 
Jam kept from ſaying, It is good to be here, with my ſilence, 
and with grief to ſee my mother wounded, and her vail taken 


from her, and the fair temple caſten down; and my belly is pain- 


ed, my ſoul is heavy for the captivity of the daughter of my peo- 
ple, and becauſe of the fury of the Lord, and his fierce indignation a- 


. gainſt apoſtate Scotland. I pray you, Madam, let me have that 


which is my prayer here, that my ſufferings may preach to the 
four quarters of this land; and therefore tell others, how open 
handed Chriſt hath been to the priſoner, and the oppreſſed ſtrang- 
er: why ſhould I conceal it? I know no other way how to glo- 
rify Chriſt, but to make an open proclamation of his love, and of 
his ſoft and ſweet kiſſes to me in the furnace, and of his fidelity 
to ſuch as ſuffer for him. Give it me under your hand, that ye 
will help me to pray and praiſe; but rather to praiſe, and rejoice 
in the ſalvation of God. Grace, grace be with you. | 
Aberd. Dec. 30. Vurs in his deareſt and only 
1636. : Dt” 


168. To the Lady CARDONESS. 


A My dearly beloved and hinged for in the Lord, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how your 
Q foul proſpereth, and how the kingdom of Chriſt thriveth 
in you. I exhort you and beſeech you in the bowels of Chriſt, 


| faint not, weary not. There is a great neceſſity of heaven; ye 


mult needs have it: all other things, as houſes, lands, children, 


} huſband, friends, country credit, health, wealth, honour, may 


be wanted; but heaven is your one thing neceſſary, the good 


part that ſhall not be taken from you. See that ye buy the feld 
here the pearl is; ſell all and mak? a purchaſe of ſalvation: 
| ORE - think 


Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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think it not eaſy, for it is a ſteep aſcent to eternal glory; many 
are lying dead by the way, that are ſlain with ſecurity. 1 have now 
been led by my Lord Jeſus to ſuch a nick in Chriſtianity, as 1 
think little of former things. Oh what I want! I want ſo many 
things, thatT am almoſt asking if I had any thing at all. Every 
man thinketh he is rich enough in grace, till he take out his purſe, 


and tell his money, and then he findeth his pack but poor and light in 


the day of a heavy trial. I found, I had not to bear my expen- 


ces, and ſhould have fainted, if want and penury had not chaſed 


me to the Store-houſe of all. I beſeech you, make conſcience 
of your ways; deal kindly and with conſcience with your tenants : 
to fill a breach, or an hole, make not a greater breach in the con- 


ſcience, I wiſh plenty of love to your ſoul : let the world be the 


portion of baſtards, make it not yours; after the laſt trumpet 
is blown, the world and all its glory will be like an old houſe, 
that is burnt to aſhes, and like an old fallen caſtle, without a roof. 
Fy, fy upon us, fools, who think ourſelves debtors to the world, 


My Lord hath brought me to this, that I would not give a drink 


of cold water for this world's kindneſs : I wonder that men long 
atter, love, or care for theſe feathers; it is almoſt an uncouth world 
to me, to think, that men are ſo mad as to block with dead earth: 
to give out conſcience, and to get in clay again, is a ſtrange bar- 
gain. I have written my mind at length to your huſband: write 


to me again his caſe; I cannot forget him in my prayers : I am 


!noking, Chriſt hath ſome claim to him. My counſel is, that ye bear 
with him, when paſſion overtaketh him; a ſoft anſwer putteth a- 
way wrath: anſwer him in what he ſpeaketh, and apply your- 
{elf in the fear of God to him; and then ye will remove a pound 
weight of your heavy croſs, that way, and fo it ſhall become 


light. When Chriſt hideth himſelf, wait on, and make din 
till he return; tt is not time then to be careleſly patient : 
1 love it, to be grieved when he hideth his ſmiles; yet believe 


his love in a patient on-waiting and believing in the dark, 
Ye muſt learn to fwim and hold up your head abovethe wa- 
ter, even when the ſenſe of his preſence is not with you, to hold 
ap your chin: 1 truſt in God, he ſhall bring your ſhip fate 


to land. I counſel you, ſtudy ſanctification, and to be dead to 
this world: urge kindneſs on Knockbrex: labourto benefit by his 


company; the man is acquaint with Chriſt. I beg the help of 
your prayers, for 1 forget not you. Counſel your hutband te 


_ fulfil my joy, and to ſeek the Lord's face: ſhew him from me. 


that my joy and deſire is to hear he is in the Lord; God caſteth 
him often in my mind, I cannot forget him: I hope, Chriſt and 


he have ſomething to do together. Bleſs John from me; I wiite 


bleſſings to him, and to your huſband, and the reſt of your _ 
„ | „ en 
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dren, Let it not be faid, I am not in your houſe, through nc 
glect of the ſabbath-· exerciſe. 9 | 
Averd. Feb. 20. Dur lawful and loving paſtor in 
1637. his only, only Lord, S. E 
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169. 76 JONET MACKCULLOCH,. 


Dear ſiſter, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how your 
G ſoul proſpereth. Iam as well as a priſoner of Chriſt can be 
feaſted and made fat with the comforts of God : Chrilt's kiſſes are 
made {weeter to my foul than ever they were. I would not chanp, 
my Maſter with all the kings of clay upon the earth, O! my 
Well beloved is altogether lovely and loving. I care not what fie: 
can do. I perſuade my ſoul, I delivered the truth of Chriſt t: 
you; ſlip not from it, for no boaſts or fear of men: if ye go a- 
gainſt the truth of Chriſt that I now ſuffer for, I ſhall bear wit- 
neſs againſt you in the day of Chriſt, Siſter, faſten your grips 
faſt on Chriſt; follow not the guiſes of this ſinful world: let not 
this clay-portion of earth take up your ſoul]; it is the portion of 
baſtards, and ye are a child of God; and therefore {cek your 
Father's heritage. Send up your heart to ſee the dwelling houſc 
and fair rooms in the new city. Fy, fy upon theſe, who cry, Up 
with the world, and down with conſcience and heaven: we have 
bairn's wit's and therefore we cannot prize Chriſt aright. Coun» 
fe! your huſband and mother to make them ready for «ternity ; 
that day is drawing nigh. Pray for me the priſoner of Chriſt : 
cannot forget you. 

Aberd, Feb. 20. Tour lawful paſtor, and 
= , | - . | brother, 8 R. 
8 170. To my Lord CRAIGHALL 


My Lord, | Os | 
Received Mr, L's letter with your lordſhip's, and his learned 
thoughts in the matter of ceremonies. I owe reſpect to the 

man's learning, for that I hear him oppoſite to Arminian hereſies: 

but with (reverence of that worthy man) I wonder to hear ſuch 

Popiſh- like expreſſions as he hath in his letter, as, your Jord{hip 

may ſpare doubtings, when the king and church have agreeo in 

the ſettling of ſuch orders; and the church's direct! in things 
indifferent and circum(tantial (as if indifferent and cio mſtan tial 
were all one) ſhould be the rule of every private Chriſtion, 

1 only viewed the papers two hours ſpace, the beurer haſte n- 

ing me to write. I find the worthy man not ſo in this 

controverſy, as ſome turbulent men of our countiy, as he calls 

* 1 1 , refulſers 
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refuſers of conformity: and let me ſay it, I am more confirm- 
ed in nonconformity, when ſee ſuch a great wit play the agent fo 
flenderly; but I will lay the blame on the weakneſs of the cauſe, 
not on the meanneſs of Mr. L's learning. I have ever been and til] 
am confident, that Britain cannot anſwer one argument a ſcandalo: 
and I longed much to hear Mr, L. ſpeak to the cauſe : and ] would 


ſay, if ſome ordinary divine had anſwered as Mr. L. doth, that he 


under- ſtood not the nature of Scandal; but I dare not vilify that 
worthy man ſo. I am now upon the heat of ſome other employ. 
ment: 1 ſhall (God willing) anſwer this, to the fatisfying of any 
not prejudiſed. I will not ſay, that every one is acquaint with 
the reafon, in my letter, from God's prelence and bright ſhining 
face, in ſuffering for this cauſe : Ariſtotle never knew the medium 


of the conclution ; and Chrift ſaith, few know it. See Rev. ii. 
17. I am ſure, a conſcience ſtanding in awe of the Almighty, 


and fearing to make 2 little hole in the bottom for fear of under- 
water, is a ſtrong medium, to hold of an erroneous concluſion, 


in the leaſt wing or lith of ſweet, ſweet truth that concerneth the 


royal prerogative of our kingly and higheſt Lord Jeſus: and my 


witneſs is in heaven, I ſaw neither pleaſure, nor profit, nor ho- 


nour, to hook me, or catch me, in entering in priſon for Chriſt ; 
but the wind on my face for the preſent; and if I had loved to 
ſleep in a whole ſkin, with the eaſe and preſent delight that I ſaw 


on this ſide of ſun and moon, I ſhould have lived at eaſe, in good | 


hopes to fare as well as others. The Lord knoweth, I preferred 
preaching of Chriſt, and ſtill do, to any thing next to Chriſt him- 
ſelf: and their new canons took my one, my one joy from me, 
which was to me, as the poor man's one eye that had no more: 
and alas there is little lodging in their heart for pity or mercy, to 
pluck ovt a poor man's one eye for a thing indifferent, i. e. for 
knots of ſtraws, and things (as they mean) off the way to heaven, 
1 defire not that my name take journey, and goa pilgrim to Cam- 


bridge, for fear I com« in the ears of authority, I am ſufficiently 


? 
' 


burnt already. In { You time, be pleaſed to try, if the biſhop | 


of St. Andrews, aud gow (Galloway's ordinary) will be pleaſ- 


ed to abate from the heut of their wrath, and let me go tomy 
charge. Few know the heart of a priſoner ; yet I hope the Lord 


ſhall hew his own glory out of as knotty timber as Jam. Keep 
_ Chriſt my dear and worthy lord: pretended paper arguments 
from angering the mother-church, that can reel and nod and ſtagger, 
are not of ſuch weight as peace with the Father and Huſband : 


let the wife gloom, I = not, if the Husband laugh. Remem- 
r 


er my ſervice to my lord your father, and mother, and your lady. 
Grace be with you. | ET | 8 


Aberd, Jan. 24. Tours at all obedience in 
1637. 1 „ IK 
"49k T0: 
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171. To his reverend and dear brother, Mr. ROBERT BLAI". 
Reverend and dear brother, 


1 reaſon ye gave for your not writing to me, affecteth n 
much, and giveth me a daſh, when ſuch an one as ye conceiv- 


an opinion of me, or any thing in me: the truth is, when I com 
home to myſelf, O what penury do I find, and how feckleſs is m 
ſuppoſed ſtock, and how little have 11 He, to whom I am as cr. 
ſtal, and who ſeeth through me, and perceiveth the leaſt mc te 
that is in me, knoweth that I ſpeak what I think and am convinced 
of: but men caſt me through a groſs and wide ſieve, My very 
dear brother, the room of the leaſt of all ſaints is too great for th 
like of me: but, leſt this ſhould ſeem art, to fetch home reputa- 
tion, I ſpeak no more of it: it is my worth, to be Chriſt's ren - 
ſomed ſinner and ſick one; his relation to me, is that I am ſick, 
and he is the Phyſician of whom I ſtand in need. Alas how oft- 
play I faſt and looſe with Chriſt ? he bindeth, I looſe; he build 
eth, I caſt down; he trimmeth up a falvation for me, I m. 
it; I caſt out with Chriſt, and he agrceth with me again, twei 


ty times a- day; I forfeit my kingdom and heritage, I loſe Wh 


[ had; but Chriſt is at my back, and following on, to ſtoop ar 
take up what falleth from me. Were I in heaven, and had th 
crown on my head, if free-will were my tutor, I ſhould loſe heav 
en; ſeeing I loſe myſelf, what wonder I ſhould let go, ard 
lole Jeſus my Lord? O well to me for evermore, that I have 
cracked my credit with Chriſt, and cannot by law at all borrow 
from him, upon my feckleſs and worthleſs bond and faith! for 
my faith and reputation with Chriſt, is, that I am a creature that 
God will not put any truſt into: I was, and am bewildered with. 
temptations, and wanted a guide to heaven, O what have I to 
ſay of that excellent, ſurpaſſing and ſupereminent thing, they call, 


The grace of God, the way of free redemption in Chriſt! And 


when poor, poor I, dead in law, was fold fettered and impriſon- 
ed in juſtice's cloſeſt ward, which is hell and damnation ; he. 
I, a wretched one, lighted upon noble Jeſus, eternally kind Jeſu- g 
tender-hearted Jeſus; nay, when he lighted upon me firſt, ar 
knew me; I found that he ſcorned to take a price, or any thin: 
like hire, of angels or ſeraphims, or any of his creatures; and there- 
fore 1 would praiſe him for this, that the whole army of the r. 
deemed ones fit rent-free in heaven: our holding it better th: 
blench : we are all free-holders ; and fecing our eternal feu-duty 
is butthanks, O woful me! thatThave butf} piltthanks, lame and broken 
and miſcarried praiſes to give him; and fo my ſilver is not good an 
current with Chriſt, were it not that free merits have ſtamped it, 
and waſhen it and me both! And for my ſilence, I ſce fomewh. : 
better through it now : if my high and cp! One, my prince 
| Ry 5 1 1 2 Ally 
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houſe. 


ing and houſe- room with her. Chriſt's call to unknown faces muſt 
be your ſecond wind, ſeeing ye cannot have a firſt. O that our 
Lord would water again, with a new viſit, this piece withered and 
dry hill of our widow mount Zion ! My dear brother, I will think 
it comfort, if ye ſpeak my name to our Well beloved. Where: 
ever ye are, | am mindful of you. O that the Lord would yet 
make the light of the moon in Scotland like the light of the ſun, 


and the light of the ſun ſeven-fold brighter. For myſelf, as yet I | 
have received no anſwer whither to go; I wait on: O that Jeſus 


had my love | Let matters frame as they liſt, I have ſome more to 
do with Chriſt ; yet I would fain we were nearer. Now, the 
great Shepherd of the ſheep, the very God of peace, eſtabliſh and 
confirm you, till the day of his coming. 
Aberd. Sept. 9. 1637. Yours in his lovely and ſtucet Lord 
Jesus, 8. R. 
— .... . oo ooo uocu > xxx 


172. To the Lady GARLE TON, 
Miſtreſs, 


Race. mercy and peace be to you. My foul longeth once a- 
gain to be amongſt you, and to behold that beauty of the 
Lord, that I would ſee in his houſe : but I know not if he, in 
whoſe are all our ways, ſeeth it expedient for his glory. I owe 
my Lord (I know) ſubmiſſion of ſpirit, ſuppoſe he ſhould turn me 
into a ſtone or pillar of ſalt. Oh that I were he, in whom my Lord 
could be glorified; ſuppoſe my little heaven were forfeited, to buy 
glory to him before men and angels; ſuppoſe my want of his pre- 
ſence, and ſeparation from Chriſt were a pillar, as high as ten hea- 
vens for Chriſt's glory to ſtand upon, above all the world! What 
am I to him? how little am I (though my feathers ſtood out, as 
broad as the morning light) to ſuch a high, to ſuch a lofty, to ſuch 

a never-enough admired and glorious Lord! My trials are heavy, 
becauſe of my ſad, ſad ſabbaths; but I know they are leſs than my 
high provocations: 1 ſeek no more, but that Chriſt may be the 
gainer, and I the loſer; that he may be raiſed and heightened, and 
| ] cried down, and my worth made duſt before his glory. Oh that 
Scotland, all with one ſhout, would cry, Up Chriſt, and that his name 
were high in this land! I find the very utmolt borders of 9 


Epiſt. 172. 
and royal Maſter, ſay. Hold, hold thy peace, I lay bonds on thee 
thou muſt ſpeak none; I would fain be content, and let my fire be 
ſmothered under aſhes, without light or flame: I cannct help it; 
I take the laws from my Lord, but 1 give none. 
ncy to F. ye do well to follow ic: the camp is Chriſt's ordinary 
bed; a carried bed is kindly to the Beloved, down in this lower 


As for your jour- 


It may be, and who knoweth but our Lord hath ſome cen- I 
turions, ye are ſent to, ſeeing your angry mother denieth you lodg- 


KR 2 — 
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high excellency and deep ſweetneſs, heaven and earth's wonder. 


O what is he, if I could win-in to ſee his inner fide! Oh I am run 
dry of loving, and wondering, and adoring of that preateſt and 


moſt admirable One! Wo, wo is me, I have not halt love for him! 


Alas, what can my drop do to his great ſea! what gain is it to 


Chriſt, that J have caſten my little {parkle in his great fire! what 


can Igive to him! O that] had love to fill a thouſand worlds, that 


might empty my ſoul of it all upon Chriſt! I think I have now 


| juſt reaſon to quit my part of any hope or love that have to this 


ſcum, and the refuſe of the droſs of God's workmanſhip, this vain 


earth: I owe to this ſtormy world (whoſe kindneſs and heart to 


me hath been made of iron, or of a piece of a wild ſea- iſland, that 
never a creature of God yet lodged in) not a look: I owe it no love, 


no hope; and therefore, oh if my love were dead to it, and my 


foul dead to it! what am J obliged to this houſe of my pilgrimage ? 


| a ſtraw for all that God hath made, to my ſoul's liking, except God, 


and that lovely One, Jeſus Chriſt, Seeing I am not this world's 
debtor, I deſire, I may be ſtripped of all confidence in any thing, 
but my Lord, that he may be for me, and I for my only, only, only 
Lord; that he may be the morning and evening-tide, the top and 
the root of my joys, and the heart and flower and yolk of all my 
ſoul's delights. O let me never lodge any creature in my heart 
and confidence! let the houſe be for him: I rejoice, that 
{ad days cut off a piece of the leaſe of my ſhort life; and that my 
ſhadow (even while I ſuffer) weareth long, and my evening haſten- 
eth on. I havecauſe to love home with all my heart, and to g 
the opportunity of the day, to haſten to the end of my journey, be- 
fore the night come on, wherein a man cannot ſee to walk or work; 


that once after my falls, I may at night fall in, weary and tired as 


I am, in Chriſt's boſom, and betwixt his breaſts. Our priſon can- 
not be our beſt country: this world looketh not like heaven and 
the happineſs that our tired ſouls would be at: and therefore it 


were good to ſeek about for the wind, and hoiſe up our fails to- 


wards our New Jerufalem, for that is our beſt. Remember a pri- 
toner to Chriſt. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberdeen. | _ Yours in his only Lord 
1637. . and Maſter, 8. R. 


173. d my Lord CRAIGHALL. 
My Lord, 


1 Received one letter of your Lordſhip's from C. and another of 
late from A. B. wherein I find your Lordſhip in perplexity 
what to do: but let me entreat your Lordihip not to cauſe your- 
ſelf miſtake truth and Chriſt, becauſe they ſeem to encounter with 
your peace and caſe, My Lord, remember that a priſoner hath 
5 written 


| 
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written it to you, As the Lord liveth, if ye put to your hand with 
other apoſtates in this land, to pull down the ſometime beautiful 
tabernacle of Chriſt in this land, and join hands with them in one 
hair-breadth, to welcome Antichriſt to Scotland, there is wrath 
gone out from the Lord againſt you and your houſe.” If the ter- 
ror of a king hath overtaken you, and your Lordſhip looketh to 
'leepin your neſt in peace, and take the neareſt ſhore, there are many 
ways, too, too many ways, how to ſhift Chriſt with ſome ill-waſhen 
and foul diſtinctions; bur aſſure yourſelf, ſuppoſe a king ſhould 
aſſure you, he would be your God (as he ſhall never be, for that 
piece of ſervice) your clay-god ſhall die, and your carnal counſellors, 
| when your conſcience ſhall ſtorm againſt you, and ye complain to 
them, they will ſay, What is that to us? believe not that Chriſt is 
weak, or that he is not able to ſave: of two fires that ye cannot 
paſs, take the leaſt, Some few years will bring us all out in our 
blacks and whites, before our Judge; eternity is nearer to you, 
han ye are aware of. To go in a courſe of defection, when an 
-nlightened conſcience is ſtirring, and looking you in the face, and 
-zying within you, That ye are going in an evil way, is a ſtep to 
:he fn againſt the Holy Ghoſt : either many of this land are near 
that ſin, or elſe I know not what it is. And if this, for which 1 
now ſuffer, be not the way of peace, and the King's high-way, to 
{alvation, I believe there is not a way at all; there is not ſuch 
-readth and elbow-room in the way to heaven, as men believe: 
howbcit this day be not Chriſt's, the morrow ſhall be his. I be- 
eve aſſuredly, our Lord ſhall repair the old waſte places, and his 
-nined houſe in Scotland; and this wilderneſs ſhall yet bloſfoin as 
the roſe. My very worthy and dear Lord, wait upon him, who 
hideth his face from the houſe of Jacob, and look for him; wait 
patiently a little upon the Bridegroom's return again, that your ſoul 
may live, and ye may rejoice with the Lord's inheritance : I dare 
pan my ſoul and life for it, if ye take this ſtorm with borne down 
Chriſt, your {ky ſhall quickly clear, and your fair morning dawn. 
Think (as the truth is) that Chriſt is juſt now ſaying, And will ye 
alſo leave me? Ye have a fair occaſion to gratify Chriſt now, if ye 
will ſtay with him, and want the night's ſleep with your ſuffer- 
ing Saviour, one hour, now when Scotland hath fallen aſleep, and 
jeaveth Chriſt to fend for himſelf. I profeſs myſelf but a weak 
keeble man: when I came firſt to Chriſt's camp, I had nothing to 
raaintain this war, or to bear me out in this encounter, and I am 
'ittle better yet. But ſince I find furniture, armour, and ſtrength 
from the conſecrated Captain, the Prince of our ſalvation, who was 
perfected through ſuffering; I eſteem ſuffering for Chriſt a king's 
life, I find that our wants qualify us for Chriſt; and howbeit 


your Lordſhip write, ye deſpair to attain to ſuch a communion and 


_ fellowſhip (which I would not have you to think) yet would 36 
| | | nobly 
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nobly and couragiouſly venture, to make over to Chriſt, for his 


honour, now lying at the ſtake, your eſtate, place and honour, he 


would lovingly and largely requite you, and give you a king's 
word for a recompence: venture upon Chriſt's come, and I dare 
ſwear, ye ſhall ſay, as it is, Pfal. xvi. 7. I bleſs the Lord who gave 
me counſel. My very worthy Lord, many eyes in both the king- 
doms are upon you now, and the eye of our Lord is upon yon; ac- 


quit yourſelf manfully for Chriſt: ſpill not this good play: ſub. 


{cribe a blank ſubmiſſion, and put it in Chriſt's hands : win, win 
the bleſſings and prayers of your ſighing and ſorrowful mother- 


church, ſeeking your help: win Chriſt's bond (who is a King of 


his word) for a hundred-fold more even in this life. If a weak 
man hath paſt a promiſe to a king, to make a ſlip to Chriſt (if we 
look to fleſh and blood, I wonder not of it ; poſſibly I might have 
done worſe myſelf, but) add not further guiltineſs, to go on in ſuch 
a ſcandalous and foul way; remember thatſthere is a wo, wo to him by 
whom offences come: this wo came out of Chriſt's mouth, and it 
is heavier than the wo of the law; it is the Mediator's vengeance, 
and that is two vengeances to thoſe who are enlightened. Free 
yourſelf from unlawful anguiſh, about adviſing and reſolving: when 
the truth is come to your hand, hold it faſt, go not again to make 
a new ſearch and inquiry for truth; it is ealy to cauſe conſcience 
believe as ye will, not as ye know; it is eaſy for you to caſt your 
light into priſon, and detain God's truth in unrighteouſneſs; but 
that priſoner will break ward, to your incomparable torture. Fear 


your light, and ſtand in awe of it; for it is from God: think what 


honour it is in this life alfo, to be enrolled to the ſucceeding ages, 
amongſt Chriſt's witneſſes, ſtanding againſt the re-entry of Anti- 
chriſt. I know certainly, your light looking to two ways, and to 


the two ſides, crieth ſhame upon the courſe that they would counſel 


you to follow: the way, that is halfer and compartner with the 
' ſmoke of this fat world, and with eaſe, ſmelleth ſtrong of a foul and 
' falſe way, The Prince of peace, he who brought again from the 
| dead the great Shepherd of his ſheep, by the blood of the eternal 


covenant, eſtabliſh you, and give you ſound light, and counſel you 


to follow Chriſt. Remember my obliged ſervice to my Lord your 
your father, and mother, and your Lady, Grace be with you. 
Aber d. Aug. 10, Your Lord/hip's at all obiiged obedience, 
1637. | in his fweet Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
. . ͤ . OCTANE DIR ICOCHS 


: 174 77 JEAN GORDON. 
My very dear and loving fiſter, _ 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear ſrom you; 


I I exhort you to ſet up the brae to the King's city, that mult 


be taken with violence: your afterdon's ſun is wearing low; 


tẽ me 
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time will eat up your frail life, like a worm gnawing at the root of | 1 
May. flower: lend Chriſt your heart, ſet him as a ſeal there; take ti: 
mim in within, and let the world, and children ſtand at the door = 

y t e 


they are not yours, make you and them for your proper owner, ; 
Chriſt : it is good, he is your Huſband and their Father. What | dev 


miſſing can there be of a dying man, when God filleth his chair? 1 
Give hours of the day to prayer: faſh Chriſt (if I may ſpeak ſo) ! 
and importune him; be often at his gate; give bis door no reſt; | 

{ can tell you, he will be found. O what ſweet fellowſhip is be- + 


twixt him and me! I am impriſoned, but he is not impriſon- 
ed: he hath aſhamed me with kindneſs ; he hath come to my pri- 
ſon, and run away with my heart and all my love; well may Þ 
he bruik it! Iwiſn my love get never an owner but Chrig: 
fy, fy upon old lovers, that held us ſo long aſunder! we ſhall Þ 
not part now: he and I ſhall be heard, before he win out of my 
prips : I reſolve to wreſtle with Chriſt, ere I quit him. But my 
ve to him hath caſten my ſoul in a fever, and there is no cooling 


of my fever, till I get real poſſeſſion of Chriſt : O ſtrong, ſtrong love end 
of Jeſus, thou haſt wounded my heart with thine arrows! O pain! life 
O pain of love for Chriſt ! who will help me to him? Let me Go 
have your prayers. Grace be with you. | N tan 
Aberdeen, March 13. © Yours in his fweet Lord bla 
1637. 1 | Jieſus, 8. R. 1 
77... DC IDO IODIDE . 
175. © GRISSELFULLERTO NW. 1. 
Dear ſiſter, De = 
1 Exhort you in the Lord, to ſeek your one thing, Mary's good ſcic 
1 part, that ſhall not be taken from you. Set your heart and foul glo 


on the childrens inheritance : this clay-idol, the world is but for 
baſtards, and ye are his lawful-begotten child. Learn the way, 
as your dear mother hath gone before you) to knock at Chriſt's | 35x 
Joor : many an alms of mercy hath Chriſt given to her, and hath I 
2bundance behind to give to you. Ye are the ſeed of the faithful, 

and born within the covenant ; claim your right. I would not 


exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten worlds of glory: I know now (bleſ- Þ I 
ed be my Teacher !) how to ſhnt the lock, and unbolt my Well- 
beloved's door; and he maketh a poor ſtranger welcome, when he 1 ®* 
cometh to his houſe. I am ſwelled vp, and ſatisfied with the love ** 
t Chriſt, that is better than wine: it is a fire in my foul ; let hel: the 
nd the world caſt water on it, they will not mend themſelves. 1 bo 
:.4ve now gotten the right gate of Chriſt : I recommend him to you | 
Above all things; come and find the ſmell of his breath: ſee if his 1 T! 
Liſſes be not ſweet ; he deſireth no better than to be much made of 
of; be homely with him, and ye ſhall be the more welcome: ye lor 
know not how fain Chrift would have all your love. Think not 2 


this WM © 
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this is imaginations and bairne-play, we mike din for ; 1 ond, 
ſuffer for it, if it were ſo: I dare pawn my heaven for it, that i! 
the way to glory, Think much of truth, and abhor theſe wass 


deviſed by men in God's worſhip. The grace of Chriſt be W 


ou. | | 
: Aberdeen, March 14. Yours in his feet Lora 
1637. | OY Fefſus, 8. 
9q7—ẽÿ! IN ee Deed en ICIS. 
176. 7e PATRICK. CARSEN: 


Dear and hing friend, 

Cannot but, upon the opportunity of a bearer, exhort you 

reſign the love of your youth to Chriſt, and, in this day, 
while your ſun is high, and your youth ſerveth you, to ſeek the 
Lord and his face; for there is nothing out of heaven ſo neceſſar 
for you as Chriſt : and ye cannot be ignorant, but your day wi! 
end, and the night of death will call you from the pleaſures of this 
life, and a doom given out in death ſtandeth for ever, as long a. 
God liveth. Youth ordinarily is a poſt and ready ſervant for Sa- 
tan, to run errands ; for it is a neſt for luſt, curſing, drunkennef 
blaſpheming of God, lying, pride and vanity. O that there we 
ſuch an heart in you, as to fear the Lord, and to dedicate your ſou 
and body to his ſervice ! When the time cometh that your eye. 
ſtrings-ſhall break, and your face wax pale, and legs and arms tren 


: ble, and your breath grow cold, and your poor foul look out 


your priſon houſe of clay, to be ſet at liberty; then a good con. 
ſcience, and your Lord's favour ſhall be worth all the world 
glory : {eek it as your garland and crown. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 14. Tours in his fweet Lord 
1636. Jiaſus, 8. R. 
* C >} FCDODDDOVODRRX 


177. 7 JOHN CARSEN. 


My well-belyved and dear friend, ; : 
very one ſeeketh not God; and far fewer find him, becaui- 


they ſeek amiſs : he is to be ſought for above all things, 


men would find what they ſeek. Let feathers and ſhadows alo:.- 
to children, and go ſeek your Well-beloved: your only errand ' | 


the world, is, to woo Chriſt ; therefore put other lovers from... 
bout his houſe, and let Chriſt have all your love, without min c- 
ing or dividing it: it is little enough, if there were more of 
The ſerving of the world and ſin hath but a baſe reward and tmoke, 
inſtead of pleaſures; and but a night-dream, for true eaſe to tl 
ſoul. Go where ye will, your foul ſhall not ſleep ſound but in 
Chriſt's boſom : come in to him, and ly down, and reſt you on 
the Jain Son of God, and inquire for him: L {ought him, and 10 0 

e -.- | a fg 
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a fig for all the worm. eaten pleaſures, and moth- eaten glory out 
of heaven, ſince I have found him, and in him all I can want or 
wiſh: he hath made me a king over the world: princes cannot 
overcome me: Chriſt hath given me the marriage-kiſs, and he 
hath my marriage-love: we have made up a full bargain, that ſhall 
not go back on either ſide; O if ye, and all in that country, knew 
what ſweet terms of mercy arc betwixt him and me! Grace be 
Nm... 5 : 
Aberd. March 11. Yeurs in his feveet 
1637. Lord Feſus, S. R. 

* OCDODOSSODODSOCOOGSSDOOOODICEEIIODOGDOHTOD 

178. To the Lady BOYD. | 


Madam, : | 
Would have written to your Ladyſhip ere now; but peoples 
believing there is in me that which I know there is not, hath 

put me out of love with writing to any: for it is eaſy to put religion 
to a market and public fair; but alas! it is not ſo ſoon made eye- 


ſweet for Chriſt. My Lord ſeeth me a tired man far behind; 1 i 


have gotten much love from Chriſt, but I give him little or none 
again. My white fide cometh out in paper to men; but at home 
and within, I find much black-work, and great cauſe of a low fail, 
and of little boaſting: and yet howbeit I ſee challenges to be true, 
the manner of the tempter's preſſing of them is unhoneſt, and, in 
my thoughts, knaviſh-like : my peace is, that Chriſt may find ſale 
and outing of his wares in the like of me, J mean, for ſaving grace. 
4 wiſh all profeſſors to fall in love with grace; all our ſongs ſhould 

be of his free grace; we are but too lazy and careleſs, in ſeekin 
of it; it is all our riches we have here, and glory in the bud: I 
wiſh I could ſet out free grace. 1 was the law's man, and under 
the law, and under a curſe; but grace ay 0 me from under that 
hard lord, and I rejoice that I am grace's free holder. I pay tri. 
bute to none for heaven, ſeeing my land and heritage holdeth of 
Chriſt, my new King: infinite wiſdom hath deviſed this excellent 
way of free-holding for ſinners; it is a better way to heaven than 
the old way that was in Adam's days; it hath this fair advantage, 
that no man's emptineſs and want layeth an inhibition upon Chriſt, 
or hindereth his ſalvation, (and that is far beſt for me) but our 
new Land-lord puttcth the names of dyvours, and Adam's forlorn 
heirs, and beggars, and the crooked and blind, in the free char- 
ters. Heaven and angels may wonder, that we have gotten ſuch a 
gate of fin and hell; ſuch a back entry out of hell, as Chriſt made, 
and brought out the captives by, is more than my poor ſhallow 
thoughts can comprehend, I would think ſufferings, glory (and 1 
am ſometimes not far from it) if my Lord would give me a new 
alms of free grace. I hear, that the prelates are intending baniſh- 
| | | ment 
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ment for me; but for more grace, and no other hire, I would make 
it welcome. The bits of this clay-houſe, the earth, and the othe 
{ide of the ſea, are my Father's : if my ſweet Lord Jeſus would bud 
my ſufferings with a new meaſure of grace, I were a rich man 


but I have not now of a long time found ſuch high ſpring-tides, a: 


formerly. The ſea is out, and the wind of his Spirit calm, and 
cannot buy a wind, or, by requeſting the ſea, cauſe it to low again; 


' only, I wait on, upon the banks and ſhore- ſide, till the Lord fend 2 
* fall-ſea, that with up: ſails I may lift up Chriſt : yet ſorrow for hi 
abſence is ſweet ; and ſighs, with, ſaw ye him whom my ſoul lov- 
eth? have their own delights: oh that I might gather hunger a 


gainſt his long looked-for return! Well were my ſoul, if Chriſt 
were the element, mine own element, and that I loved and breath 
ed in him, and if I could not live without him. I allow not laugh 
ter upon myſelf, when he is away; yet he never leaveth the houſe, 


bat he leaveth drink money behind him, and a pawn that he wil} 


return: wo, wo to me, if he ſhould go away, and take all his flit- 
ting with him even to dream of him is ſweet, To build a houſ- 
of pining wiſhes for his return, to ſpin out a web of ſorrow, and 
care, and languiſhing, and ſighs, either dry or wet, as they may 
be, becauſe he hath no leiſure (if I may ſpeak fo) to make a viſit, 
or to ſee a poor friend, ſweeteneth and refreſheth the thoughts of 
the heart. A miſty dew will ſtand for rain, and do ſome good, an 
keep ſome greenneſs in the herbs, till our Lord's clouds rue upor 
the earth, and ſend down a watering of rain: truly, I think Chriſt's 
miſty dew a welcome meſſage from heaven, till my Lord's rain fall. 


Wo, wo is me for the Lord's vineyard in Scotland. Howbeit the 


father of the houſe embrace a child, and feed him, and kiſs him ; 
yet it is ſorrow and ſadneſs to the children, that our poor mother 
hath gotten her leave, and that our Father hath given up houſe. 
it is an unheartſome thing, to ſee our Father and mother agree ſc 


ill; yet the baſtards, if they be fed, care not. O Lord caſt not 


water on Scotland's ſmoaking coal. It is a ſtrange gate the ſaints 
go to heaven; our enemies often eat and drink us, and we go tc 


heaven through their bellies and ſtomachs, and they vomit the 
church of God, undigeſted among their hands; and even while w. 
are (hut up in priſons by them, we advance in our journey. Re. 


member my ſervice to my Lord, your kind ſon, who was kind tc: 
me in my bonds, and was not aſhamed to own me: I would be 
glad that Chriſt got the morning-ſervice of his life, now in his 
young years; it would ſuit him well, to give Chriſt his young and 


green love: Chriſt's ſtamp and ſeal would go far down in a young 
foul, if he would receive the thruſt of Chriſt's ſtamp : I would de- 


ſire him, to make ſearch for Chriſt; for nobles now are but dry 
friends to Chriſt, The peace of God our Father, and the good 
ogg ary Tg: 


will 
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a fig for all the worm eaten pleaſures, and moth- eaten glory out 
of heaven, ſince I have found him, and in him all I can want os 
wiſh; he hath made me a king over the world : princes cannot 
overcome me: Chriſt hath given me the marriage-kiſs, and he 
hath my marriage-love: we have made up a full bargain, that ſhall 
not go back on either ſide; O if ye, and all in that country, knew 
what ſweet terms of mercy are betwixt him and me! Grace be 
- with. een... ” „„ 
Aberd. March 11. urs in his feet 
$099 Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
178. To tbe Lady BOYD. 


Madam, | | | | 
1 Would have written to your Ladyſhip ere now; but peoples 
believing, there is in me that which I know there is nor, hath 
put me out of love with writing to any: for it is eaſy to put religion 
to a market and public fair; but alas! it is not ſo ſoon made eye- 


ſweet for Chriſt. My Lord ſeeth me a tired man far behind; 11 


have gotten much love from Chriſt, but I give him little or none 
again. My white ſide cometh out in paper to men; but at home 
and within, I find much black-work, and great cauſe of a low fail, 
and of little boafting : and yet howbeit I ſee challenges to be true, 
the manner of the tempter's preſſing of them is unhoneſt, and, in 
my thoughts, knaviſh-like : my peace is, that Chriſt may find ſale 
and outing of his wares in the like of me, I mean, for ſaving grace. 
1 wiſh all profeſſors to fall in love with grace; all our fongs ſhould 
be of his free grace; we are but too lazy and careleſs, in ſeekin 
of it; it is all our riches we have here, and glory in the bud: 1 
wiſh I could ſet out free grace. 1 was the law's man, and under 
the law, and under a curſe; but grace brought me from under that 
hard lord, and I rejoice that I am grace's free holder. I pay tri. 
bute to none for heaven, ſeeing my land and heritage holdeth of 
Chriſt, my new King: infinite wiſdom hath deviſed this excellent 
way of free- holding for ſinners; it is a better way to heaven than 
the old way that was in Adam's days; it hath this fair advantage, 
that no man's emptineſs and want layeth an inhibition upon Chriſt, 
or hindereth his ſalvation, (and that is far beſt for me) but our 
new Land- lord putteth the names of dyvours, and Adam's forlorn 
heirs, and beggars, and the crooked and blind, in the free char- 
ters. Heaven and angels may wonder, that we have gotten {uch a 
gate of fin and hell; ſuch a back entry out of hell, as Chriſt made, 
and brought out the captives by, is more than my poor ſhallow 
thoughts can comprehend, I would think ſufferings, glory (and! 


am ſometimes not far from it) if my Lord would give me a new 


alms of free grace. I hear, that the prelates are intending baniſh- 
re ment 
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ment for me; but for more grace, and no other hire, I would make 


it welcome. The bits of this clay-houſe, the earth, and the othe 
{ide of the fea, are my Father's : if my ſweet Lord Jeſus would bud 
my ſufferings with a new meaſure of grace, I were a rich man 
but I have not now of a long time found ſuch high ſpring-tides, as 
formerly. The ſea is out, and the wind of his Spirit calm, and 
cannot buy a wind, or, by requeſting the ſea, cauſe it to flow again; 
only, I wait on, upon the banks and ſhore- ſide, till the Lord fend 2 
full-ſea, that with up-ſails I may lift up Chriſt : yet ſorrow for hi 
abſence is ſweet ; and ſighs, with, ſaw ye him whom my foul lov. 


| eth? have their own delights: oh that I might gather hunger a- 


gainſt his long looked-for return! Well were my ſoul, if Chriſt 
were the element, mine own element, and that I loved and breath 
ed in him, and if I could not live without him. I allow not laugh 
ter upon myſelf, when he is away; yet he never leaveth the houſe, 
bat he leaveth drink-money behind him, and a pawn that he wil) 
return: wo, wo to me, if he ſhould go away, and take all his flit- 
ting with him even to dream of him is ſweet, To build a houſ- 


| of pining wiſhes for his return, to ſpin out a web of ſorrow, and 


care, and languiſhing, and ſighs, either dry or wet, as they may 
be, becauſe he hath no leiſure (if I may ſpeak ſo) to make a viſit, 
or to ſee a poor friend, ſweeteneth and refreſheth the thoughts oi 
the heart. A miſty dew will ſtand for rain, and do ſome good, and 
keep ſome greenneſs in the herbs, till our Lord's clouds rue upor 
the earth, and ſend down a watering of rain: truly, I think Chriſt's 
miſty dew a welcome meſſage from heaven, till my Lord's rain fall 
Wo, wo is me for the Lord's vineyard in Scotland. Howbeit the 
father of the houſe embrace a child, and feed him, and kiſs him 


| yet it is ſorrow and ſadneſs to the children, that our poor mother 
hath gotten her leave, and that our Father hath given up houſe 
it is an unheartſome thing, to ſee our Father and mother agree ſc 


ill; yet the baſtards, if they be fed, care not. O Lord caſt not 
water on Scotland's ſmoaking coal. It is a ſtrange gate the ſaints 
go to heaven; our enemies often eat and drink us, and we go to 
heaven through their bellies and ſtomachs, and they vomit the 
church of God, undigeſted among their hands ; and even while w- 


dre (hut up in priſons by them, we advance in our journey. Re- 


member my ſervice to my Lord, your kind ſon, who was kind tc: 
me in my bonds, and was not aſhamed to own me: I would be 
glad that Chriſt got the morning-ſervice of his life, now in his 


Young years; it would ſuit him well, to give Chriſt his young and 


green love: Chriſt's ſtamp and ſeal would go far down in a young 
foul, if he would receive the thruſt of Chriſt's ſtamp : I would de- 
fire him, to make ſearch for Chriſt; for nobles now are but dry 
triends to Chriſt, The peace of God our Father, and the good- 
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Vill of him who dwelt in the buſh, be with your: Ladyſhip. 


Aberdeen, Yours in his ſweet _— : 
1637. OT |  Feſus, 
TTT 


179. To the Lady CARDONESS elder. 


Hertin, and well-beloved in the Lord, | 

Race, mercy and peace be to. you : 1 long to hear from you 
in paper, that I may know how your ſoul proſpereth. My 
deſire and longing is, to hear that ye walk in the truth, and that 

ye are content to follow the deſpiſed, but moſt lovely Son of God ; 
I cannot but recommend him unio you, as your Huſband, your 
Well beloved, your Portion, your Comfort, and your Joy: I ſpeak 
this of that lovely One, becauſe I praite and commend the foord (as 
we uſe to ſpeak) as I find it. He hath watered with his ſweet com- 
forts an oppreſſed prifoner : he was always kind: to my ſoul, but 
never ſo kind as now, in my greateſt extremities: I dine and ſup 
with Chriſt : he viſiteth my foul with the viſitations of love, in 
the night-watches, I perſuade my foul that this is the way to hea- 


ven, and his own truth, I now ſuffer for. I exhort you in the 


name of Chriſt, to continue in the truth, which I delivered to you: 
make Chriſt ſure to your ſoul; for your day draweth nigh to an 
end. Many ſlide back now, who ſeemed to be Chriſt's friends, 


and prove diſhaneſt to him : but be ye faithful to the death, and 


ye ſhall have the crown of life. This f. pan-length. of your days, 
whereof the Spirit of God ſpeaketh, Pſal, xxxix. will within a ſhort 
time come to a finger-breadth, and at length tonothing. O how 


ſweet and comfortable ſhall the feaſt of a good conſcience be to 
you, when your eye-ſtrings ſhall break, your face wax pale, and 


the breath turn cold, and your poor ſoul come ſighing to the win- 
Cows of the houſe of clay of your dying body, and ſhall long to be 
out, and to have the jaylor to open. the door, that. the priſoner may 
be let at liberty: ye draw nigh the water-fide ;, look your ac- 
counts: aſk for your Guide to take you to the other fide ; let not 
the world be your portion; what have ye to do with dead clay? 
ye are not a baſtard, but a lawful-hegotten child; therefore ſet your 


heart on the inheritance; go up before-hand and ſee your lodging : 
Took through all your Father's rooms in heaven, in your Father's 


houſe are many dwelling-places ; men take a fight of lands ere they 
buy them. I know Chriſt hath made the bargain already ; but 
be kind to the houſe ye are going to, and fee it often: ſet your 
heart on things that are above, where Chriſt is at the right-hand 
of God. Stir up your huſband, to mind his own country at home; 


counſel him to deal mercifully with the poor people of God under 
bim: they are Chriſt's, and not his; therefore deſire him to ſhew 
= them merciful dealing and kinducts, and to be good to their fouls, 
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but my witneſs is in heaven, I dow not, I do not forget them: 
they are my ſighs in the night, and my tears in the day. I think 


myſelf like an huſband plucked from the wife of his youth ; O Lord 


be my judge, what joy it would be to my foul, to hear that my 
miniſtry hath left the Son of God among them, and that they are 
walking in Chriſt ! Remember my love to your fon and-daughter ; 
deſire them from me to ſeek the Lord in their youth, and to give him 
the morning of their days : acquaint them with the word of God and 
prayer. Grace be with you, Pray tor the priſoner of Chriſt: in 
my heart I forget you not. 
Aberd. March 6, : Your lawful and loving paſtor, 
1637. in his only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
——. bbb 
180. To Mr. JAMES HAMILTON. 


Reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Our acquaintance is nei- 
ther in bodily preſence, nor in paper; but as ſons of the 
ſame Father, and ſufferers for the ſame truth. Let no man doubt, 
but the ſtate of our queſtion, we are now forced to ſtand to by 
ſuffering exile and impriſonment, is, If Jeſus ſhould reign over his 
kirk or not! O if my ſinful arm could hold the crown on his head, 


howbeit it ſhould be ſtricken off from the ſhoulder blade! For 


your enſuing and feared trial, my very deareſt in our Lord Jeſus, 
alas! what am I, to ſpeak, to comfort a ſoldier of Chriſt, who hath 
done an hundred times more for that worthy and honourable 


cauſe than I can do! but I know, thoſe, whom the world was not 
worthy of, wandered up and down in defarts, a1d in mountains, 
and in dens, and caves of the earth; and that while there is one 


member of myſtical Chriſt out of heaven, that member muſt ſuffer 
ſtrokes, till our Lord Jeſus draw in that member within the gares 


of the New Jeruſalem, which he will not fail to do at laſt; for not 


one toe or finger of that body, but it ſhall be taken in within the 


city. What can be our part, in this pitched battle betwixt the 


Lamb and the dragon, but to receive the darts in patience, that ro- 
bound off us upon our ſweet Maſter ; or rather light tirſt upon 
him, and then rebound. off him upon his ſervants? I think it a 


ſweet north-wind, that bloweth firſt upon the fair face of the Chief 


among ten thouſand, and then lighteth upon our ſinful and black 
faces: when once the wind bloweth off him upon me, I think it 
hath a ſweet ſmell of Chriſt; and fo muſt be ſome more than a 
ſingle croſs. I know, ye have a guard about you, and your at- 


tendance and train for your ſafety, is far beyond your purſuers 


force or fraud; it is good under feud to be near our war- houſe, 
and ſtrong hold, We can do but little to reſult them, who per- 


ſecut: 2 


I deſire you to write to me. It may be, that my pariſh forget me; 


2682 Mr. RCT HER FO OR D's Epiſt. 180. 
fecnte us and oppoſe him, but keep our blood and our wounds to the 
xt court-day, when our complaints will be read. If this day be 
t Chriſt's, I am ſure the morrow ſhall be his. As for any thing 
i to in my bonds, when now and then a word falleth from me, 

alas it is very little! Iam exceedingly grieved that any ſhould con- 
ceive any thing to be in ſuch a broken and empty reed: let no man 
pute it to me, that the free and unbought wind (for J gave no- 


thing for it) bloweth upon an empty reed: I am his over-burden- | 


ed debtor ; I cry, Down with me, down, down with all the excel- 
'2ncy of the world; and up, up with Chriſt; long, long may that 
ur One, that holy One be on high; my curſe be upon them that 
ve him not. O how glad would I be, if his glory would grow 
cat, and ſpring up out of my bonds and ſufferings! certainly ſince 
{ Hecame his priſoner, he hath won the yolk and heart of my ſoul: 
Chrift is even become a new Chriſt to me, and his love greener 
han jt was; and now I ſtrive no more with him, his love ſhall car- 
it away: I lay down myſelf under his love; I deſire to ſing, 


nd to cry, and to proclaim myſelf, even under the water, in his 
Y, viel, 


ammon, and eternally indebted to his kindneſs : I will not offer 
quit commons with him (as we uſe to ſay) for that will not be. 
Al, all for evermore be Chriſt's. What further trials are before 
me, I know not; but I know Chriſt will have a ſaved foul of me, 
ver on the other ſide of the water, in the yonder- ſide of crofles. and 
beyond mens wrongs. I had but one eye, and that they have put 
gut; my one joy, next to the flower of my joys, Chriſt, was to 
preach my ſweeteſt, ſweeteſt Maſter, and the glory of his kingdom ; 
and it ſeemed no cruelty to them, to put cut the poor man's one 
ve, And now I am ſeeking about to ſee if ſuffering will ſpeak 
y fair One's praiſes; and I am trying if a dumb man's tongue 
can raiſe one note, or one of Zion's ſprings, to advance my Well- 


heloved's glory: oh if he would make ſome glory to himſelf out of 
a dumb priſoner ! I go with child of his word, I cannot be deliver- 


z none here will have my Maſter ; alas, what aileth them at him? 
i Hleſs you for your prayers; add to them praiſes; as I am able, I 
iy you home. I commend your diving in Chriſt's teſtament; I 
ould I could ſet out the dead man's good-will to his friends, in 
is ſweet teſtament; ſpeak a priſoner's hearty commendations to 


- briſt ; fear not, your ten days will over. Theſe that are gather- 


J againſt mount Zion, their eyes ſhall melt away in their eye-holes, 
nd their tongues conſume away in their mouths, and Chriſt's wi- 
2cred garden {hall grow green again in Scotland: my Lord Jeſus 
ath a word hid in heaven for Scotland, not yet brought out. Grace 
due with you, x 5 i 
Aberd, July 7. 1637. | Yours in his fweet Lord 
OY Jeſus, S. R. 
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181. To Mrs. STEWAR T's 
Mira. 


Race, mercy and peace be to yon : I am ſorry that ye take it 
ſo hardly, that I have not written to you. Iam judged to 


de that which I am not: I fear, if I were put to the fire, I ſhould 


melt away, and fall down in ſheards of painted nature; for truly 


J have little ſtuff at home, that is worth the eye of God's ſervants. 


If there be any thing of Chriſt in me (as I dare not deny {ome of 
his work) it is but a ſpunk of borrowed fire, that can ſcarce warm 
myſelf, and hath little heat for ſtanders-by : I would fain have 


that, which ye and others believe I have; but ye are only witueſ- 


ſes to my outer ſide, and to ſome words in paper: O that he would 


BK give me more than paper-grace or tongue-grace ! were it not that | 


want paineth me, I ſhould have ſkailed-houſe, and gone a begging 
long ſince; but Chriſt hath left me with ſome hunger, that is more 
hot than wiſe, and is ready often to ſay, If Chriſt longed for 


me, as 1 do for him, we ſhould not belons in meeting ; ; and if he 


loved my company as well as I do his, even while I am writing 
this letter to you, we ſhould flee in others arms: but I know, there 


is more will than wit, in this langour and pining love for Chriſt; _ 


and no marvel, for Chriſt's love would have hot harveſt, long ere 
mid-ſummer. But if I have any love to him, Chriſt hath both 


love to me, and wit to guide his love; and I ſee, the beſt thing I 
have hath as much droſs beſide it, as might curſe me and it both ; 


and if it were for no more, we have need of a Saviour to pardoa 
the very faults, and diſeaſes, and weakneſs of the new man, and to 
take away (to ſay ſo) our godly ſins, or the ſins of our ſanctificati- 
on, and the droſs and ſcum of ſpiritual love. Wo, wo is me! 0 


what need is there then of Chriſt's calling to ſcour, and 


cleanſe, and waſh away an ugly old body of fin, the very image 
of Satan! I know nothing ſurer, than that there is an office for 
Chriſt amongſt us: I wiſh for no other heaven, in this ſide of the 
laſt fea that I muſt croſs, than this ſervice of Chriſt, to make my 
blackneſs beauty, my deadneſs life, my guiltineſs ſanctification. I 
long much for that day, when I will be holy : O what ſpots are yet 
unwaſhen ! O that I could change the ſkin of the leopard aud che 
moor, and niffer it with ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs! were my blacknels 
and Chriſt's beauty carded through other {as we uſe to ſpeak) his 
beauty and holineſs would eat up my filthineſs: but oh, I have 


not caſten old Adam's hue and colour yet! I trow the beſt of us 


hath a ſmell yet of the old lothſome body of ſin and guiltineſs : 

happy are they for evermore, who can employ Chriſt, and ſer his 

blood and death on work, to make clean work, to God, of foul 
louls, 


264 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs  Fpift. 182. 


Guls. I know, it is our ſin that would have ſanctification on the 


'anny-fide of the hill, and holineſs with nothing but ſummer, and 
> crofſes at all. Sin hath made us as tender, as if we were made 
paper or glaſs. I am often thinking, what I would think of 
{Chriſt and burning quick together, ot Chriſt and torturing, and 
hot melted lead poured in at my mouth and navel ; yet I have ſome 
eak experience (but very weak indeed) that ſuppoſe Chriſt and 
lell's torments were married together, and if there were no ſindin 
of Chriſt at all, except I went to hell's furnace, that there, and in 
no other place, I could meet with him: I trow, if I were, as 1 
ave been ſince I was his priſoner, I would beg lodging for God's 
lake in hell's hotteſt furnace, that I might rub ſouls with Chriſt, 
But God be thanked, I ſhall find him in a better lodging: we get 
Chriſt better cheap than ſo; when he is rouped to us, we get him 
but with a ſhower of ſummer-troubles in this life, as ſweet and as 
{oft to believers as a May-dew. I would have you and myſelf help- 
ing Chriſt myſtical to weep for his wife; and O that we could 
urn for Chriſt buried in Scotland, and for his two (lain wit- 
neſſes killed, becauſe they propheſied! If we could ſo importune 
and ſollicit God, our buried Lord and his two buried witneſſes 
ſhould riſe again : earth, and clay, and ſtone will not bear down 
_ Chriſt and the goſpel in Scotland. I know not, if I will ſee the 
{:cond temple, and the glory of it; but the Lord hath deceived 
me, if it be not to be reared up again. I would wiſh to give Chriſt 
is welcome-home again: my bleſſing, my joy, my glory and love 
de on the home-comer. I find no better uſe of ſuffering, than that 
Criſt winnowing putteth chaff and corn in the ſaints to ſundry 
ces, and diſcovereth our droſs from his gold, fo as corruption 
d grace are ſo ſeen, that Chriſt ſaith in the furnace, That is 
nine, and this is yours: the ſcum and the grounds, thy ſtomach 
apainſt the perſecutors, thy impatience, thy unbelief, thy quarrel- 
ing, theſe are thine; and faith,on-waiting, love, joy, courage, are 
eine. Oh let me die one of Chriſt's on-waiters, and one of his 
«ttendance! I know your heart and Chriſt are married together, it 
were not good to make a divorce. Rue not of that meeting and 
parriage with ſuch a Huſband. Pray for me his priſoner. Grace, 
race be with you. Og 
Aberdeen, Yours in his fweet Lord 
1037. | = - Feſtus, 8. N. 
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182. 7% Mr. HUGH MACK AIL. 


Reverend and dear brother, | 
Rrace, mercy and peace be to you: I received your letter, I 
I bleſs you for it: my dry root would take more dew and ſum- 
er-rain than it getteth, were it not Chriſt will have dryneſs and 
: CS deadnets 
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deadneis in us to work upon; if there were no timber to work 


upon, art would die and never be ſeen: I fee, grace hath a field to 
play upon, and to courſe up and down in our wants; ſo that I am 
often thanking God, not for guiltineſs, but for guiltineſs for Chriſt, 
to whet and ſharpen his grace upon; I am half content to have 
boils for my Lord Jeſus's plaiſters. Sickneſs hath this advantape, 
that it draweth our ſweet Phyſician's hand, and his holy and ſoft 
lingers, to touch our withered and leper ſkins : it is a bleſſed fe- 
rer, that fetcheth Chriſt to the bed-ſide. I think my Lord's how 
doſt thou with it, ſick body? is worth all my pained nights: ſure- 
ly, 1 have no more for Chriſt, but emptineſs and want; take or 
leave, he will get me no otherwiſe: I muſt ſell myſelf, and my wants 
to him, but I have no price to give for him : if he would put a 
fair and real fea} upon his love to me, and beſtow upon me a larger 
ſhare of Chriſt's love (which ! would faineſt be in hands with of 
any thing, I except not heaven itſelf) I ſhould go on ſighing and 
ſinging under his crois : but the worſt is, many take me for ſome 
body, becauſe the wind bloweth upon a withered priſoner : but the 
truth is, I am both lean and thin in that, wherein many believe I 
abound, I would (if bartering were in my power) niffer j Joy with 
Chriſt's love and faith; and, inſtead of the hor fun ſhine, be con- 
tent to walk under a cloudy thadow, with more grief and ſadneſs 
to have more faith, and a fair occaſion of ſetting forth and commend- 
ing Chriſt, and to make that lovely One, that fair One, that {weet- 
eſt and dearcſt Lord Jeſus, market- ſweet for many cars and hearts 
in Scotland: and if it were in my power, to roup Cirift to the 
three kingdoms, and withal to perſuade buyers to come, and to take 
ſuch ſweet wares as Chriſt; 1 would think to have many ſweet 


bargains betwixt Chriſt and the ons of men. I would, I could be 


kamble, and go with a low fail; I would I had deſires with wings, 
and running upon wheels; ſwift, and active, and ſpeedy, in long- 
ing for Chriſt's honour ; but I know my Lord is as wile here, as 
I dow be thirlty ; and infinitely more zealous of his honour, than 
I can be hungry for the manifeſtation of it to men and angels: but 
oh that my Lord would take wy defires off my hon, and add a 
thouſand-fold more unto them, and ſow ſpiritual inclinations pon + 
them, for the coming of Chriſt's kingdom to the ſons of men! 
Vat they might be higher and deeper, and longer, and broader: 
for my longeſt meaſures are too ſhort for Chriſt, my depth is hb, 
and the breadth of my affections to Chriſt narrowed aud pinched, 
O for an engine and a wit, to preſcribe ways to men, how Chriit 
might be all, in all the world! wit is here behind affection, and at- 
fection behind obligation. Oh how little dow I give to Chriit, 
and how much hath he given me! Oh that I could ſing grace's 
praiſes, and love's praiſes ! ſeeing I was like a fool, ſclhciting the 
aw, and making moyen to the law's court for mercy, and Our d 
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challenges that way; but now I deny that judge's power; for L 
am grace's man; I hold not worth a drink of water of the law, or 
ot any lord, but Jeſus: and till I bethought me of this, L was {lin 
with doubtings, and fears, and terrors. I praiſe the new court, 
and the new Landlord, and the new ſalvation, purchaſed in Jeſus 
his name, and at his inſtance. Let the old man, if he pleale, go 
make his moan to the law, and ſeek acquaintance thereaway, be- 
caule he is condemned in chat court; I hope, the new man, and 
I, and Chriſt together ſhall not be heard : and this is the more loft, and 
the more eaſy way for me, and for my croſs together; ſecing Chriſt 
ſingeth my welcome home, and taketh me in, and maketh ſhort 
counts, and ſhort work of reckoning betwixt me and m y Judge. 
1 muſt be Chriſt's man, and bis tennant, and ſubject to his court: 
Jam ſure, ſuffering for Chriſt could not be borne otherwiſe; but 
I give my hand and my faith to all, who would ſuffer for Chriſt; 
they ſhall be well handled, and fare well in the ſame way, that 1 have 
found the croſs wy and light. Grace be with you. 

Aberdeen, Fuly 8 | Tours in his ſucet Lord 
1637 7. Feſus, S. R. 
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183. 7 ALEXANDER GORDON & Carel. 


Dear brother, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you; it Chriſt were as I am, 
that time could work upon him to alter him, or that the 
morrow could be a new day to him, or bring a new mind upon 
him, as it is to me a new day, I could not keep a houſe or a cove- 
nant with him: but I find Chriſt to be Chriſt, and that he is far, 
far, even infinite heavens height above man; And that is all our 
happineſs. Sinners can do nothing, but make wounds, that Chrilt 
may heal them; and make debts that he may pay them; and make 
falls, that he may raiſe them; and make deaths, that he may quick- 
en them; and ſpin out and dig hells for themſelves, that he may 
ranſom them, Now I will bleſs the Lord, that ever there was 
ſuch a thing as the free grace of God, and a free ranſom given for 
fold fouls: only alas, guiltinets maketh me aſhamed to apply Chiiſt, 
and to think it pride in me, to put out my unclean and withered 

hand to ſuch a Saviour | But it js ncither ſhame nor pride, for a 
drowning man to {wim to a rock; nor fora ſhip broken ſoul, to run 
himſelf aſhore upon Chriſt, Suppole once I be guilty, need force 


I cannot, I dow not go by Chriſt: we take in good part that p: ide, 


that beggars beg from the richer; and who is fo Poor as we? and 

who is ſo rich as he whoſelleth fine gold? Rev. ili. 18. [ ſee, then 

it is our beſt (let guiltineſs plead what it liſteth) that we have 09 

mean under the covering of heaven, but to creep in lowly and ſub- 

ane with our Wants 10 Chriſt: I have allo cauz to give bis 
| c:ols 
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roſs a good name and report. O how worthy is Chriſt of my 
feckleſs and light ſuffering ! and how hath he deſerved it at my 
hands, that for his honour and glory, I ſhould lay my back under 
ſeven hells pain in one, if he call me to that! But alas! my ſou! 
is like a (hip, run on ground through cbbneſs of w] r: I am ſand 
ed, and my love is ſanded; I find not how to bring it on float a 
gain; it is ſo cold and dead, that I fee not how to bring it to a 
fame: fy, fy upon the meeting, that my love hath given Chriſt ; 
wo, wo is me, I have a lover Chriſt, and yet I want love for him; 
| have a lovely and deſirable Lord, who is love worthy, and he 
beggeth my love and heart, and | have nothing to give kim. Dea 
brother, come further in on Chriſt, and ſee a new treaſure in him 
come in, and look down, and fee angels wonder, and heaven anc 
carth's wonder of love, ſweetneſs, majeſty and excellency in him 
forget you not: pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to 
{end me among you again, fraughted and full of Chriſt, Grace, 
grace be with you. | | = | 
Aberd. 1037. Yeurs in his feet Lerd 

| n, N. 
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184. 77 JOHN BELL alder. 


My very loving friend, „ 

J Race mercy and peace be to ou: I have very often and los 
expected your letter: but if ye be well in ſoul and bod 
am the leſs ſollicitous. I beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus, to min 
your country above; and now, When oldage, the twilight goin 
before the darkneſs of the grave, and the falling low of your ſar 
before your night, is now come upon you, adviſe with Chrift, crc, 
ve put your foot in the ſhip, and turn your back on this life 
Many are beguiled with this, that they are free of ſcandalous anc 
crying abominations : but the tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit, is for the fire; the man that is not bora again, cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God: common honelty will not take men 
to heaven: alas that men ſhould think they ever met with Chritt. 
who had never a ſick night, through the terrors of God in theit 
{ouls, or a ſore heart for fin. I know, the Lord hath given yor 


light, and the knowledge of kis will; but that is not all, nuthe; 


will that do your turn. 1 with you an awakened foul, and 
that ye beguile not vourſelf, in the matter of your ſalvation. My 
dcar brother, ſearch youſelt with the candle of God, and try 11 
the life of God and Chriſt be in you: ſalvation is not caſten to 
every man's door : many are carried over fea and land, to a far 
country in a ſhip, while as they ſleep much of the way; but men 
are not landed at heaven ſleeping: the righteous are ſcarcely ſa- 
ved; and many run as faſt, , eicher ye or J, who mils the bo 
| 2 an 
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and the crown : God ſend me ſalvation, and fave me from a diſ— 
appointment, and I ſeck no more. Men think it but a ſtride, or 
ſtep over to heaven; but when to few are ſaved, (even of a num- 
ber like the ſand of the ſea, but a handful and a remnant, as God's 
word faith) what cauſe have we to ſhake ourſelves out of ourſelves, 
and to aſł our poor foul, Whither goeſt thoa ? where ſhalt thou 
lodge at night ? where are thy charters and writs of thy heavenly 


Inheritance ? I have known a man turn a key in a door, and lock 


it by : many men leap over, (as they think) and leap in. Ofee! fee 
that ye give not your ſalvation a wiong caſt, and think all is well, 
and leave your foul looſe and uncertain : look to your building, 
and to your ground ſtone, and what ſigus of Chriſt are in you, 
and ſet this world behind your back. It is time, now in the even- 
ing, to ccale from your ordinary work, and high time to know 
of your lodging at night: it is your {alvation that is in depend- 
ance, and that is a great and b buſineſs, though many make 
light of the matter. Now, the Lord enable you by his es to 
work it out. 

Aberd. 1637, Dur lawſul and hhving paſtor, S. R. 


Nd. 77... . et csc 
185. To WILLIAM GORDON fp Robertoun, 


_ brether, 


TRace, mercy and. peace be to you. So often as I think on 
our caſe, in our ſoldiers nigkt-watch and of our fighting 


life in the fields, while we are here, I am forced to ſay, priſoners 


in a dungeon, condemned by a judge to want the light of the ſun 
and moon and candle till their dying day, are no more, nay not ſo 
much to be pitied as we are; for they are weary of their life, they 
hate their priſon: but we fall to, in our priſon, waere we fee 
lictle, to drink ourſelves drunk with the night pleaſures of our 
weak dreams; and we long for no better life than this: but at 
the blait of the laſt trumpet, and the ſhout of the arch-angel, 

when God ſhall take down the ſnepherd's tent of this fading world, 
we ſhall not have fo much as a drink of water, of all the dreams 
that we now build on. Alas! that the ſharp and bitter blaſts on 
face and fides, which meet us in this life, have not learned us mor- 
tification, and made us dead to this world! we buy our own ſor- 
row, and we pay dear for it, when we ſpend out our love, our joy, 
our deſires, our confidence, upon an handful of ſnow and ice, 
that time will melt away to nothing, and go thir ſty out of the 
drunken inns, when all is done : alas that we enquire not for the 
clear fountain; but are fo fooliſh, as to drink foul, muddy and 
rotten waters, even till our bed time; and then in the reſurrec- 
tion, when we ſhall be awakened, our yeſternight's ſowre drink 
and ſu iniſh dregs {hall rift up u Pon us; and ſick, ſick ſhall many 
2 lou 
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a ſoul be then: I know no wholſome fountain but one; I know 
not a thing worth the buying, but heaven. And my own mind 
is, if compariſon were made botwixr Chriſt and heaven, I would 
ſell heaven with my bleſting, to buy Chriſt. Oh if I could 
raiſe the market for Chriſt, and heighten the market a pound for 
a penny, and cry up Chriſt in mens eſtimation, ten thouſand ta- 
lents more than men think of him! bur they are ſhaping him, 
and crying him down, to valuing him at their unworthy half. pen- 
ny; or elſe exchanging and bartering Chriſt with the miſerable 
old fallen houſe of this vain world; or then they lend him ut 
upon intereſt, and play the uſurers with Chriſt ; becauſe they 
profeſs him, and give out before men, that Chritis their treaſure 
and ſock; and in the mean time, praiſe of men, and a name, and 
eaſe, and the ſummer. ſun of the goſpel, is the uſury they would 
beat: ſo when the trial cometh, they quit the ſtock for the in- 
tereſt, and loſe all. Happy are they, who can keep Chriſt by 
himſelf alone, and keep him clean and whole, till God come and 
count with them. I know, in your hard and heavy trials long 
ſince, ye thought well and highly of Chriſt; but truly no croſs 
ſhould be old to us: we ſhould not forget them, becauſe years 
are come betwixt us and them and caſt them by hand, as we do 
old cloathes; we may make a croſs old in time, new in uſe, 
and as fruitful, as in the beginning of it, God is where and 


what he was, ſeven years ago, whatever change be in us. I 


ſpeak not this, as it I thought, ye had forgotten what God did to 
have your love long ſince; but that ye may awake yourſelf, in 
this ſlecpy age, and remember fruitfully of Chriſt's firſt wooing 
and ſuiting of your love, both with fire and water; and try if he 
got your anſwer, or if ye be yet to give him it: for I find in my- 
ſelf, that water runneth not faſter through a ſieve, than our war- 
nings ſlip from us: for I have loft and caſten by-hand many ſum- 
monſes, the Lord ſent to me; and therefore the Lord hath given 
me double charges, that I truſt in God, ſhall not rive me. I bleſs 
his great name, who is no niggard in holding in croſſes upon me, 
but ſpendeth largely his rods, that he may ſave me from this periſh- 
ing world. How plentiful God is in means of this kind, is e- 
ſteemed by many, one of God's unkind mercies; but Chri(t'; 
croſs is neither a cruel nor unkind mercy, but the love-token of 
father, I am ſure, a lover chaſing us for our well, and to have 


our love, ſhould not be run away from, or fied from. God (end 


me no worſe mercy, than the fanQtified croſs of Chiilt portendeth; 
and I am ſure, I ſhould be happy and bleſt. Pray for me, that [ 
may find houſe- room in the Lord's houſe, to ſpeak in his name. 
Remember my deareſt love in Chriſt to your wite. Grace, grace 
be with you. e 

Aberd. 1636. 


Yeurs in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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186. To my Lady BOYD 


Madan, | 1 5 
Race, mercy and peace from God our Father, and from our 
F Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be multiplied upon you. I have reaſon- 


ed with your ſon at large; I rejoice to fee him ſet his face in the 


right airth, now when the nobles love the ſunny-fide of the goſ- 
rei beſt, and are afraid that Chriſt want ſoldiers, and ſhall not be 
l to do for himſelf. Madam, our debts of obligation to Chriſt are 
not ſmall; the freedom of grace and ſalvation is the wonder of 
man and angels: but mercy in our Lord ſcorneth hire; ye are 
Hund to lift Chriſt on high, who hath given you eyes to diſcern 
itz devil, now coming out in his whites, and the idolatry and 
*poſtaſy of the time well waſhen with fair pretences; but the 
{lin is black, and the water foul: It were art I confeſs, to waſh 
black devil and make him white. I am in ſtrange up's and 
town's, and ſeven times a day I loſe ground: I am put often to 


'-vimming, and again my feet are ſet on the rock that is higher than 
raytelf: he hath now let me ſee four things I never ſaw before; 


+. The ſupper will be great cheer, that is up in the great hall, 
with the royal King of glory, when the four-hours, the ſtanding 
drink, in this dreery wilderneſs, is ſo ſweet : when he bloweth 
2 kits afar off to his poor heart-broken mourners in Zion, and ſend- 
th me but his hearty commendations, till we meet, I am confound- 
d with wonder, to think what it ſhall be, when the faireſt among 
the ſons of men ſhall lay a King's ſweet ſoft check to the ſinful 
rheeks of poor ſinners, O time, time, go {wiftly, and haſten that day! 
{wveet Lord Jeſus, poſt, come flying like a young hart or a roe up- 
Su the mountains of ſeparation. I think, we ſhould tell rhe hours 
carefully, and Jook often how low the ſun is: for love hath 
2c ho, it is pained, pained in itſelf, till it come in grips with the 
».rty beloved. 2. I find Chriſt's abſcace, love's ſickneſs, and 
ves death: the wind that bloweth out of the airth, where my 
"ord Jeſus reigneth, is ſweet-ſmelled, ſoft, joyful, and heartfom 
© a ſoul burnt with abſence. It is a painful battle, for a ſoul ſick 
r love to fight with abſence and delays : Chriſt's not yet, is a 


Founding of all the joints and liths of the ſoul; a nod of his 
head, when he is under a maſk, would be half a pawn; to ſay, 


Hol, what aileth thee? he is coming, would be life to a dead 
an. I am often in my dumb Sabbaths ſeeking a new plea with 
ny Lord Jeſus, God forgive me: and I care not if there be not 
t v9 or three onnce-weight of black wrath in my cup. 3. For the 
d thing, I have ſeen my abominable vileneſs; if I were well 
n, there would none in this kingdom ask how I do. Men 
de my ten to be an hundred, but J am a deeper hypocrite an” 
lower profeſſor than every one believeth, God knowel } | #7 
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not: but I think, my NG on the one page written in 1 
great letters, and his mercy to ſuch a forlorn and wretched dyvour | 
on the other, more than a miracle. If I could get my finger-ends 

upon a full aſſurance, I trow, 1 ſhould grip faſt; but my cup 

wanteth not gall; and, upon my part, deſpair might be almoſt 

exculed, if every one in this land faw my inner fide: but 

1 know am one of them who have made great fale and a free 

market to free grace: if I could be ſaved, as I would fain 

believe, fure I am, 1 have given Chriſt's blood, his tree grace, | 
and the bowels of his mercy, a large field to work upon, and Chriſt 

hath manifeſted his art (J dare not ſay, to the uttermoſt ; for he 

can, if he would, forgive all the devils and damned reprobates, 

in reſpect of the widenels of his mercy: but I ſay) to an admirable 

degree, 4. I am ſtricken with fear of unthankfulneſs. This a- 

poſtate kirk hath played the harlot with many lovers; they are 

ſpitting in the face of my lovely King, and mocking him, and L 

dow not mend it; and they are running away from Chriſt in 

troops, and [ dow not mourn and be grieved for it. I think Chriſt 

lyeth like an old forecaſten caſtle, forſaken of the inhabitants; all 

men run away now from him: truth, innocent truth goeth mourn- 

ing and wringing her hands in ſackcloth and aſhes. Wo, wo, wo 

is me, for the virgin daughter of Scotland! wo, wo to the inhabi- 

tants of this land! for they are gone back with a perpetual back- 

ſliding. Theſe things take me ſo up, that a borrowed bed, another 

man's fire-ſide, the wind upon my face, {I being driven from my 

lovers, and dear acquaintance, and my poor flock) find no room in 

my ſorrow; I have no ſpare or odd forrow for theſe: only I think, 

the ſparrows and ſwallows, that build their neſts in the kirk of 

Anwoth, bleſſed birds. Nothing hath given my taith a harder 

dack-ſet till it crack again, than my cloſed mouth. Burt let me be | 

miſerable myſelf alone, God keep my dear brethren from it; but 

ſtill I keep breath: and when my royal, and never, never: enough 

praiſed King returneth to his ſinful priſoner, Iride upon the high 

places of Jacob, I divide Shechem, I triumph in his ſtrength. lt 

this kingdom would glorify the Lord, in my behalf, I deſire to be 

weighed in God's even balance in this point, if I think not m 

woges paid to the full; I ſhall crave no more hire of Chriſt. la- 

dim, pity me in this, and help me to praiſe him: for, whatever L 

be, the chief of ſinners, a devil, and a moſt guilty devil; yet it is 

the apple of Chriſt's eye, his honour and glory, as the head of che 

church, that I ſuffer for now, and that 1 will go to eternity with. 

1am greatly in love with Mr. M. M. I ſec him ſtamped with the 

image of God. I hope well of your ſon, my Lord Boyd. Your 
| Ladyſhip and your children have a priſouer's s prayers, Grace, 

grace be with you. 
Aberd. May 1. Nur 14 ly/bip's at all obedience 
N in Chriſt, S. R. 
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187. 70 Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 
Dear brother, | 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: I rejoice, that ye cannot be 
8 quit of Chriſt, (it I may fpeak fo) but he muſt, he will have 
you. Betake yourſelf to Chriſt, my dear brother. It is a great 
buſineſs to make quit of ſuperfluities, and of thoſe things which 
Chriſt cannot dwell with, I am content with my own croſs, that 
Chriſt hath made mine by an eternal lot, becauſe it is Chriſt's and 
mine together. I marvel not, that winter is without heaven ; for 


there is no winter within it: all the {aints theretore have their own 


meaſure of winter, before their eternal ſummer. Oh for the long 

Jay, and the high ſun, and the fair garden, and the King's great 
city up above theſe vikble heavens! What God layeth on, let me 
\nfier ; for ſome have one crols, ſome ſeven, ſome ten, ſore half a 
croſs; yet all the faints have whole and full joy, and ſeven croſſcs 
have ſeven joys. Chriſt is cambered with me (to ſpeak ſo) and my 


croſs, but he falleth not off me, we are not at variance. I find the 


very glooms of Chriſt's wooing a ſoul, ſweet and lovely; I had ra- 
ther have Chriſt's buffet and love ſtroke, than another king's kiſe : 
{peak evil of Chriſt who will, I hope tc die with love-thoughts of 
him. Oh that there are ſo few tongues in heaven and 
earth to extol him! I wiſh his praiſes go not down amonglt us : 
let not Chriſt be low and lightly eſteemed, in the midſt of us; but 


let all hearts and all tongues caſt in their portion, and contribute 


ſomething, to make him great in mount Zion. Thus recommend- 
ing you to his grace, and remembering my love to your wife and 


mother, and your kind brother K. B. and entreating you to re- 


member my bonds, I reſt 
Aberd. Sept. 8. 1637. Yours in his ſuucet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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188. 20 the Laird r MONCRIEF. 


uch ld Sir, 
I Race, mercy and Peace be to you: although not acquaint, 


yet at the defire of your worthy ſiſter, the Lady Leys, and. 


755 the report of your kindneſs to Chriſt, and his oppreſſed truth, 
am bold to write to you, earneſtly deſiring you to join with us 
0 many as in theſe bounds profeſs Chriſt) to wreſtle with God, 


one day of the week, eſpecially the Wednetdays, for mercy to this 


izllen and decayed kirk, and to ſuch as ſuffer for Chriſt's name, 


and for your own neceſſities, and the neceſſities of others, who arc 


by covenant engaged in that buſineſs : for we have no other ar- 
mur in theſe evil times. but prayers, now when wrath from the 
Lord is gone ont 2X zin this baek-ſliding land; for ye know, we 


can 
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can have no true public faſts, neither are the true cauſes of or 
humiliation ever laid before the people. Now, very worthy Si, 
I am glad in the Lord, that the Lord reſerveth any of your place, 
or of note, in this time of common apoſtacy, to come forth in pub- 


lic, to bear Chriſt's name before men, when the great men thin 


Chriſt a camberſome neighbour, and that religion carrieth hazard 
trials and perſecutions with it. 1 perſuade myſelf. it is your gle 


; ry and your garland, and ſhall be vour joy in the day of Chrift, an 


the ſtanding of your houſe and ſ-cd to inherit the earth, tha! you 
truly and ſincerely pro! tels Chriſt + neither is om King, whom thi 
Father hath crowned in mount Zion, io weak, that he cannot do 
for himſelf, and his own cauſg. I verily believe, they are bleſſed 
who can hold the crown vpon his head, and carry vp the trat or 
his robe- royal, and that te ſhall yet be victorious and triumgs in 
this land. It is our part to back our royal King. howheit there wer 
not ſix in all the land to follow him. It is our wiſdom now to take up, 
and diſcern the devil, and the Antichriſt, coming out in their white 
and the apoſtaſy and idolatry of this land, waſhen with foul water : 
I confeſs it is art to waſh the devil, till his {kin be white. For my 
elf, Sir, 1 have bought a plea againſt Chriſt, ſince I came hither . 
in judging my princely Maſter angry at me, becauſe I was caſt out 
of the vineyard, as a withered tree, my dumb ſabbaths working me 
much ſorrow : but I ſee now, ſorrow hath not eyes to read love 
written upon the croſs of Chriſt; and therefore I paſs from my 
raſh plea : wo, wo is me, that I ſhould have received a {lander of 
Chriſt's love to my foul. And for all this, my Lord Jeſus hath 
forgiven all, as not willing to be heard with ſuch a fool, and is con- 
tent to be, as it were, confined with me, and to bear me company; 
and to feaſt a poor oppreſſed priſoner. And now I write it under my 
hand, worthy Sir, that I think well and honourably of this croſs of 
Chriſt : I wonder, that he will take any glory from the like of 
me; I find when he but ſendeth his hearty commendations to me, 
and but bloweth a kiſs afar off, I am confounded with won gering 
what the ſupper of the Lamb will be, up in our Father's dining 
palace of glory, ſince the four hours in his diſmal wilderneſs, ar. 
when in priſons, and in our fad days, a kiſs of Chriſt is fo con-. 
fortable. O how {weet and glorious ſhall our caſe be, when tha: 
faireſt among the ſons of men ſnall lay his fair face to our now kinfol 
faces, and wipe away all tears from our eyes! O time, time. run 


F ſwiftly, and haſten this day! O ſweet Lord Jeſus, come ſlyiug !ik- 


a roe, or a young hart! Alas! that we, blind fools, are fallen i 
love with moon ſhine and ſhadows, How ſweet is the wind du. 
bloweth out of the airth where Chriſt is! Every day we may fee 
ſome new thing in Chriſt ; his love bath neither brim nor bottom. Oh 
if I had help to praiſe him! He knoweth, if my lufferings glority 
his name, and encourage others to and faſt for tc honour ot 

* Mm dux 
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our ſupreme Law-giver, Chriſt, my wages then are paid to the 
full. Sir, help me to love that never-enough praiſed Lord. I find 
now, that the faith of the ſaints, under ſuffering for Chriſt, is foir 
before the wind, and with full fails carried upon Chriſt; and! 
hope to loſe nothing in this furnace but droſs; for Chriſt can tri. 
umph in a weaker man than I am, if there be any ſuch : and when 
all is done, his love paineth me, and leaveth me under ſuch debt to 
Chriſt, as I can neither pay principal nor intereſt, Oh if he would 
comprize myſelf, and if I were fold to him as a bond man, and 
that he would take me home to his houſe and fire- ſide; for I have 
nothing to render to him! Then, after me, let no man think hard 
of Chriſt's ſweet croſs; for I would not change my fighs with the 
painted laughter of all my adverſaries. I deſire grace and patience 
to wait on, and to ly upon the brink, till the water fill and flow. 
I know he is faft coming. Sir, ye will excuſe my boldneſs; and, 
till it pleaſe God [I fee you, ye have the prayers of a priſoner of 
Chrift, to whom I recommend you, and in whom [I reſt 
Aberd. May 14. 1637. | Yours at all obedience 


in Chriſt, 8. R 
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_ 189. 70 JOHN CLARE, 
Loving brother, 


He faſt Chriſt without wavering, and contend for the faith, 
becanſe Chriſt is not eaſily gotten or kept. The lazy pro- 


feſſor hath put heaven (as it were) at the very next door, and 


thinketh to fly up to heaven in his Hed, and in a night-dream ; but 
truly, that is not ſo eaſy a thing, as moſt men believe: Chriſt him- 
felf did fweat, ere he won this city, howbeit he was the free-born 
Heir. It is Chriſtianity, my heart, to be ſincere, unfeigned, ho- 
neſt and upright- hearted before God; and to live and ſerve God, 
ſuppoſe there were not one man or woman in all the world dwel- 
ling beſide you, to eye you. Any little grace that ye have, ſee that 
it be ſound and true: ye may put a difference detwixt you and re- 
probates, if ye have theſe marks: 1. If ye prize Chrift and his 
truth ſo, as ye will ſell all and buy him, and ſuffer for it. 2. If the 
love of Chriſt keepeth you back from ſinning, more than the law 
or {ear of hell. 3. If ye be humble, and deny your own will, wit, 
credit, eaſe, honour, the world, and the vanity and glory of it. 
4. Your profeſſion muſt not be barren, and void of good works. 
s. Ye muft in all things aim at God's honour; ye muſt eat, 
drink, fleep, buy, fell, fit, ftand, ſpeak, pray, read, and hear the 
word with a heart-purpoſe that God may be honoured. 6. Ye 
moſt ſhew yourſelf an enemy to ſin, and reprove the works of dark- 
neſs, ſuch as drunkenneſs, ſwearing, and lying, albeit the company 


mould hate you for ſo doing. 7. Keep in mind the truth of _ 
_ 
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that ye heard me teach, and have nothing to do with the corrup- 
tions, and new guiſes entered into the houſe of God, 8. Make 
conſcience of your calling, in covenants, in buying and ſelling. 
9. Acquaint yourſelf with daily praying; commit all your ways 
and actions to God by prayer, ſupplication and thankſgiving; and 
count not much of being mocked, for Chriſt Jeſus was mocked be- 


fore you. Perſuade yourſelf, that this is the way of peace and 
| comfort, I now ſuffer for: J dare go to death and into eternity 
Vith it, though men may poſlibly ſeek another way. Remember 
me in your prayers, and the ſtate of this oppreſſed church. 
Grace be with you. 1 5 


Aberd. 1637. | Your ſoul's 
| well abiſber, 8. R. 


190. 7 CARDONESS elder. 
Much honoured Sir, | 


] Long to hear how your foul profpereth : I wonder that ye 


write not to me; for the Holy Ghoſt beareth me witneſs, I can- 


1 not, 1 dare not, I dow not forget you, nor the ſouts of thoſe wit! 


you, who are redeemed by the blood of the great Shepherd : ye 
are in my heart in the night-watches, ye are my joy and crown in 
the day of Chriſt. O Lord, bear me witneſs, it my ſoul thirſteth 


for any thing out of heaven, more than for your ſalvation : let God 
lay me in an even balance, and try me in this. Love heaven, let 
pour heart be on it: up, up, and viſit the new land, and view the 
fair city, and the white throne, and the Lamb, the bride's Huſ- 


band, in his Bridegroom's clothes ſitting on it: it were time, your 
ſoul caſt itſelf and all your burdens upon Chriſt. I beſeech you by 
the wounds of your Redeemer, and by your compearance before 


bim, and by the ſalvation of your foul, loſe no more time; run faſt, 
for it is late: God hath ſworn by himſelf, who made the world 
| and time, That time ſhall be no more, Rev. x. Ye are now upon 
the very border of the other life; your Lord cannot be blamed for 
| not giving you warning: I have taught the truth of Chriſt to you, 


and delivered unto you the whole counſel of God, and I have ſtood 


| before the Lord for you, and I ſhall yet ſtill ſtand. Awake, a. 
| wake to do righteouſly. Think not to be eaſed of the burdens 
and debts, that are on your houſe, by oppreſſing any, or being ri- 
| porous to thoſe that are under you: remember how I endeavour- 
eld to walk before you in this matter, as an example. Behold, 
bere am J, witneſs againſt me, before the Lord, and his anointed, 


whoſe ox or whoſe aſs have I taken? whom have I defrauded ? 


whom have I oppreſſed ?? Who knoweth how my ſoul feedeth up- 
on a good conſcience, when I remember how I ſpent this body in 
feeding the lambs of Chriſt ? At my firſt entry hither, I grant, I 


Mm2z took 


' 
i 
: 


Hour of death, and their compearance before Chriſt, * O that there 


— 
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took a ſtomach againſt my Lord, becauſe he had caſten me over 
the dike of the vineyard. as a dry tree, and would have no more of 
my ſervice; my dumb ſabbaths broke my heart, and I would not 
be comforted : but now he, whom my foul loveth, is come again, 
and i: pleaſeth him to feaſt me with the kiſſes of his love: a Kin 

dineth with me, and his ſpikenard caſteth e tweet fiel, The Lord 


my witneſs is above, that TI write my heart to you, I never knew, 


by my nine years preaching, ſo much of Chriſt's love, as he hath 
taught me in Aberdeen, by fix months impriſonment. I charge 
you in Chriſt's name, help me to praiſe, and thew that people and 
country the loving kindneſs of the Lord to my ſou), that ſo my 
ſufferings may ſome way preach to them, when I am ſilent He hath 
made me know now, better than betore, what it is to be crucified 
to the world: Io] not now give a drink of cold water for all 
the world's kindpeſs; 1 owe no ſervice to it: | am not the fleſh's 
debtor ; my Lord Jeſus hath dawted his priſoner, and hath thoughts 


of love concerning me. I would not exchange my ſighs, with the 


laughing of adverſaries, Sir, I write this to inform you, that ye 


may know, it is the truth of Chriſt I now ſuffer for, and he hath 


ſcaled my ſuffering with the comforts of his Spirit on my ſoul; 
and know he putteth not his ſeal upon blauk paper. Now, Sir, I 
have no comfort earthly, but to know, that I have eſpouſcd, and 
ſhall preſent a bride to Chriſt in that congtegation. The Lord 
hath given you much, and therefore he will require much of you 
again: number your talents, and ſee what ye have to render back 


again; ye cannot be enough perſuaded of the ſhortneſs of your 


time. I charge you to write to me, and in the fear of God be plain 
with me, whether or no ye have made your falvation ſure: I am 


_ confident, and hope the beſt; but I know, your reckonings with 


Four Judge are many and deep. Sir, be not beguiled, neglect not 
your one thing, (Phil. iii. 13.) your one neceſſary thing, (Luke x. 42.) 
the gocd part that ſhall not be tak:n from you. Look bryond time; 
things here are but moon- ſhine : they have but childrens wits, 
who are delighted with ſhadows, and deluded with feathers flying 
in the air. Deſire your children, iv the morning of their lite, to 
begin and ſeek the Lord, and ts + emember their Creator in the days 


of their youth, Eccleſ. xii. 1.) to cleanſe their way, by taking heed 


ther eto according to Gods word, (Pal. cxix. 9.) Youth is a glaſly 
age, Satan finds a ſwept chamber (for the moſt part) in youth- 
hood. and a garniſhed lodging for himſelf and his train, Let the 
Lord have the flower of their age; the beſt ſacritice is due to him: 
inſtruct them in this, that they have a ſoul, and that this life is 


nothing in compariſon of cternity : they will have much need of 


God's conduct in this world, to guide them by thoſe rocks, upon 
woich mott men ſplit; but far more need, when it cometh to the 


wery 
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were ſuch an heart in them, to fear the name of the great and 
dreadful God, who hath laid up great things for thoſe that love and 
fear him!“ I pray that God may be their portion. Shew others of 
my pariſhioners, that I write to them my beſt wiſhes, and the bleſ- 
ſings of their lawful paſtor ; ſay to them from me, That I beſeech 
them by the bowels of Chriſt, to keep in mind the doctrine of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 1 taught them; that ſo they may lay 
hold on eternal life, ſtriving together for the faith of the goſpel, 
and making ſure ſalvation to themſelves. Walk in love, and do 
righteouſneſs ; ſeek peace, love one another, wait for the ny 
of our Maſter and Judge : receive no doctrine contrary to tha 
which I delivered to you; if ye fall away, and forget it, and that 
catechiſm which I taught you, and ſo forſake your own mercy, the 
Lord be Judge betwixt you and me, I take heaven and earth to 
witneſs, that ſuch ſhall eternally periſh ; but if they ſerve the Lord, 
great will their reward be, when they and I {hall ſtand before our 
Judge. Set forward up the mountain, to meet with God; climb 
up, for your Saviour calleth on you. It may be God will call you 
to your reſt, when I am far from you: but ye have my love, and 
the deſires of my heart, for your foul's welfare. He that is holy, 
keep you from falling, and eſtabliſh you, till his own glorions ap- 
pearance. 1 
. 1637. Your affectionate and 
lawful paſtor, S. 5 
—: ICAO DL a IOC 
NE igt, To CARDONESS younger. 


| Much honoured Sir, . 8 
Long to hear, whether or not your ſoul be hand faſted with 
Chriſt: loſe your time no longer, flee the follies of youth: 

gird up the loins of your mind and make you ready for meeting the 

Lord, I have often ſummoned you, and now I ſummon you again, 

to compear before your Judge, to make a reckoning of your life; 


while ye have time, look upon your papers, and conſider your 


ways: O that there were ſuch an heart in you, as to think, what 
an ill conſcience will be to you, when ye are upon the border of 
eternity, and your one foot out of time! O then, ten thouſand 
thouſand floods of tears cannot extinguiſh theſe flames, or purchaſe 
to you one hour's releaſe from that pain! O how tweet a day have 
ye had! But this is a fair day that runnech faſt away; fee how 
ye have ſpent it, and conſider the neceſſity of ſalvation ; and tell 
me (in the fear of God) if ye have made it ſure: I am perſuaded, 
ye have a conſcience that will be ſpeaking ſomewhat to you: why 
will ye die and deſtroy yourſelf? 1 charge you in Chriſt's name, to 
rouze up your conſcience, and begin to indent and contract with 
Chrift, in time ſalvation is in your offer: this is the accepted time, 
this 


1 
$ 
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this is the day of ſalvation: play the merchant, for ye cannot ex- 
ct another market- day when this is done; therefore let me again 

eech you, to conſider, in this your day, the things that belong 


your peace, before they be hid from your eyes. Dear brother, 


fulfil my joy, and begin to ſeek the Lord, while he may be found : 
i-Orſake the follies of deceiving and vain youth; lay hold upon e- 
tzrnal life. Whoring, night-drinking, and miſ-ſpending the ſab- 


bath, and neglecting of prayer in your honſe, and refuſing of an 


altered ſalvation, will burn up your ſoul with the terrors of the 


Almighty, when your awakened conſcience ſhall flee in your face. 


Be kind and loving to your wife; make conſcience of cheriſhing 
der, and not being rigidly auſtere. Sir, I have not a tongue to ex- 
vreſs the glory that is laid up for you, in your Father's houſe, if 
ve reform your doings, and frame your heart to return to the Lord. 
Ye know, this world is but a ſhadow, a ſhort- living creature, un- 


der the Jaw of time; within leſs than fifty years, when ye look 


back to it, ye ſhall laugh at the evaniſhing vanities thereof, as fea- 
ers flying in the air, and as the houſes of ſand within the ſea- 
mark, which the children of men are building. Give up with 
courting of this vain world: ſeek not the baſtard's moveables, but 
e ſon's heritage in heaven. Take trial of Chriſt, look unto him, 
2nd his love ſhall fo change you, that, ye ſhall be taken with him, 
and never chooſe to go from him. I have experience of his ſweet- 
neſs, in this houſe of my pilgrimage here: my witneſs, who is a- 
rove, knoweth, J would not exchange my ſighs and tears, with 
he laughing of the fourteen prelates: there is nothing will make 
vou a Chriſtian indeed, but a taſte of the fweetneſs of Chriſt ; come 
and ſee, will ſpeak beſt to your ſoul. I would tain hope good of 


vou: be not diſcouraged at broken and ſpilt reſolutions; but to 


it, and to it again: woo about Chriſt, till ye get your foul eſpouſed 
2s a chaſte virgin to him ; uſe the means of profiting with your con- 
/c1ence, pray in your family, and read the word; remember how 
our Lord's day was ſpent, when I was among you: it will be a 
great challenge to you before God, if ye forget, the good that was 
done within the walls of your houſe on the Lord's day, and if ye 


turn aſide after the faſhions of this world, and if ye go not in 


me to the kirk, to wait on the public worſhip of God, and if ye 
tary not at it, till all the exerciſes of religion be ended. Give 


Hod fome of your time both morning and evening. and afternoon 


und in ſo doing, rejoice the heart of a poor oppreſſed priſoner. Rue 
bon your own foul, and from your heart fear the Lord. Now 
that brought again from the dead the great Shepherd of his 


{zcep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, eſtabliſh your heart 


with his grace, and preſent you before his preſence with joy. 


Fberd. 1637. Your aftaclionale and loving paſtor, S. R. 
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192. 7 CARLE TOUN,. 
Much honoured Sir, 


Will not impute your not writing to me, to forgetfulneſs : 
however, I have one above who forgettech me not; nay, he 


groweth in his kindneſs: it hath pleaſed his holy Majeſty, to take 


me from the pulpit, and teach me many things, in my exile and 
priſon, that were myſteries to me before: as, 1. I lee his bottom- 
leſs and boundleſs love and kindneſs, and my jealouſies and ravings, 
which, at my firſt entry into this furnace, were to fooliſh and bold, 
as to ſay to Chriſt who is truth itſelf, in his face, Thou lieſt. I 
had well nigh loſt my grips : I wondered if it was Chriſt or not; 
for the miſt and ſmoke of my perturbed heart made me miſtake my 
Maſter Jeſus : my faith was dim, an4 hope frozen and cold; and 
my love, which cauſed jealouſies, had tome warmneſs, and heat, 
and ſmoke, but no flame at all; yet [ was looking for ſome good of 
Chriſt's old claim to me. I thought, I had forfeited all my rights; 
but the tempter was too much upon my counſels, and was ſtill 
blowing the coal: alas! I knew not well betore, how good {kill 
my Interceſſor and Advocate, Chriſt, hath of plcading, and par- 
doning me ſuch follies. Now he is returned to my foul with heal- 


| ing under his wings; and I am nothing behind with Chriſt now, 


for he hath over-paid me, by his preſence, the pain I was put to 
by on-waiting, and any little loſs I ſuſtained by my witnefling a- 
gainſt the wrongs done to him.. I trow, it wasa pain to my Lord 
to hide himſelf any longer; in a manner, he was challenging his 


own unkindneſs, and repented him of his glooms : and now, what 


want I on earth, that Chriſt can glve to a poor priſoner ! O how 
ſweet and lovely is he now ! Alas that I can get none to help me, 
to lift up my Lord Jeſus upon his throne, above all the earth! 2. 
| am now brought to {ome meaſure of ſubmiſſion, and I reſolve to 
wait till I ſee what my Lord Jeſus will do with me: I dare not 
now nick-name or ſpeak one word againſt the all ſeeing and over- 


| watching providence of my Lord. I ſce, providence runneth not 


on broken wheels; but I, like a fool, carved a providence for 
mine own eaſe, to die in my neft, and to ſleep ſtill, till my gray 
hairs; and to ly on the ſunny ſide of the mountain, in my miniſtry 
at Anwoth : but now, I have nothing to ſay againſt a borrowed 
fire ſide, and another man's houſe, nor Kedar's tents, where [ live, 
being removed far from my acquaintance, my lovers and my friends: 
I ſee, God hath the world on his wheels, and caſteth it as a pot- 


| ter doth a veſſel on the wheel. I dare not fay, that there is any in- 
ordinate or irregular motion in providence; the Lord hath done 


it: { will not go to law with Chriſt, for I would gain nothing of 
that, 3. I have learned ſome greater mortification, and nor to 
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mourn after, or ſeck to ſuck the world's dry breaſts: nay, my 
Jord hath filled me with ſuch dainties, that J am like to a full ban- 
gueter, who is not for common cheer. What have I to do to fall 
govyn upon my knees, and worſhip mankind's great idol, the world? 


1 have a better God than any clay-god; nay, at preſent, as Jam 


now diſpoſed, I care not much to give this world a diſcharge of 
my life-rent of it, for bread and water : I know, it is not my home, 
por my Father's houſe; it is but his footſtool, the outer cloſe of 
his houſe his out- fields, and muir-ground: let baſtards take it; J 
hope never to think myſelf in its common, for honour or riches: 
nay now, I ſay to laughter, thou art madneſs. 4. 1 find it moſt 
true, that the greateſt temptation out of hell, is, to live without 
temptations; if my waters ſhould ſtand, they would rot: faith is 
the better of the free air, and of the ſharp winter ſtorm in its face; 

race withereth without adverſity: the devil is but God's maſter- 
+-ncer, to teach us to handle our weapons. 5. I never knew how 


weak 1 was, till now, when he hideth himſelf, and when I have 
him to ſeek ſeven times a day. I am a dry and withered branch, 


and a piece of a dead carcaſe, dry bones, and not able to ſtep over 
2 ſtraws the thoughts of my old ſins are as the ſummons of death 
0 me; and of late my brother's caſe hath ſtricken me to the heart; 
when my wounds are cloſing, a little riffle cauſeth them to bleed 
afreſh: ſo thin-ſkinned is my ſoul, that I think, it is like a tender 
man's ſkin, that may touch nothing: ye ſee, how ſhort I would 
Hioot of rhe prize, it his grace were not ſufficient for me. Wois 
me for the day ot Scotland, wo, wo is me for my harlot mother; 
tor the decree is gone forth: women of this land ſhall call the 
childleſs and miſcarrying wombs bleſſed. The anger of the Lord 


gone forth, and ſhall not return, till he perform the purpoſe of 


his heart againſt Scotland: yet he ſhall make Scotland a new ſharp 
inſtrument having teeth, to threſh the mountains, and fan the hills 
3 chaff. The priloner's blefling be upon you. 
Aberd. March 14. Wurs in his fweet Lord 
£4037; . Jeſus, S. R. 
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| 193. Tothe Lady BUSBIE. 
Miſtre 15 


Know, ye are thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is doing in Zion, 


and that the haters of Zion may get the bottom of our cup, 
and the burning coals of our furnace, that we have been tried in, 
thoſe many years by-gone. O that this nation would be awaken- 
d, to cry mightily unto God, for the ſetting up of a new taber- 
dacle to Chriſt in Scotland. O if this kingdom knew how worthy 


* riſt were of his room! His worth was ever above man's eſtima- 
tion of him, And for myſelf, I am paiued at the heart, that I can- 


not 


ene 
e- 


not 
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not find myſelf diſpoſed to loves myſelf, and go wholly in to Chriſt - 
alas that there ſhould be one bit of me out of him, and that wc 
leave too much liberty and latitude for ourſelves, and our own 
eaſe, and credit, and pleaſures, and fa little room for all love-wor- 
thy Chriſt! O What pains and charges it coſteth Chriſt ere he ge. 
us! and when all is done we are not worth the having: it is a won 
der, that he ſhould ſeek the like of us: but love overlooketh blac!: 
neſs and ſeckleſneſs; for if it had not been fo, Chriſt would e 
have made ſo fair and bleſſed a bargain with us, as the covenant 
grace is. I find, that in all our ſufferings, Chriſt is but ridd 8 
marches, that every one of us may ſay, mine and thine, and ch. 
men may know by their croſſes, how weak a bottom nature is 
ſtand upon in a trial; that then which our Lord intendeth, in oy 
our ſuffe rings, is to bring grace in court and requeſt amongſt us - 
would fuccumb and come ſhort of heaven, if I had no more bn: 
my own {trength to ſupport me; and if Chriſt ſhould ſay to me, 
either do or die, it were eaſy to determine, what ſhould become o. 
me: the choice were eaſy, for 1 behoved to die, if Chriſt ſhoul(l 
pals by with ſtraitened bowels; and who then would take us up in 
our ſtraits ? I know, we may ſay, that Chriſt is kindeſt in his love, 
when we are at our weakeſt; and that if Chriſt had not been tc 
the fore, in our {ad days, the waters had gone over our foul. H- 
mercy hath a ſet period and appointed a place, how far, and ne 
further the ſea of affliction ſhall flow, and where the waves ther 
of ſhall be ſtayed: he preſcribeth bow much pain and ſorrow, bot!) 
ior weight and meaſure, we muſt have; ye have then good cauſe 0 
recal your love from all lovers, and give it to Chriſt: he who is 
flicted in all your afflictions, looketh not on you, in your ſad bob. 85 
with an inſenfible heart or dry eyes. All the Lord's ſaints ma- 
{ce, that it is loſt love, which is beſtowed upon this periſning world: | 
death and judgment will make men lament, that ever their mit- 
carrying hearts carried them to lay and Javith out their love, upon 
falſe appearauces and night-dreams. Alas! that Chriſt could fur. 
be worſe, becauſe of his own goodneſs, in making peace andeth 
;olpel to ride together; and that we have never yet weighed th: 
worth of Chriſt in his ordinances; and that now we are like to bu 
deprived of the well, ere we have taſted the ſweetneſs of the wa 
el: it may be with watery eyes, and a wet face, and wearicd fcer, 
we fees Chriſt, and ſhall not find him. Oh that this and wer. 
yumbled in time, and by.prayers, cries and humiliation would brit 
"briſk in at the church door again, now when his back i turn. 
towards us, and he is gone to the threſhold, and his one foot“ 
it were) is out of the door! I am ſure his departure is our deſers 
ing, we have bought it with our iniquities; for even the Lorc's 
own children are fallen aflcep : and atas! pr rofeſſors are mad 
ot ſhews and faſliions, and are hor at pains to recover them!-iv: - 
1 8 n 6 agar. 
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again. Every one hath his ſet meaſure of faith and holineſs, and 


contenteth himſelf with a tinted meaſure of godlinels, as if that 


were enough to bring them to heaven: we forget that as our gifts 


and light grow, fo God's gain and the intereſt of his talents ſhould ö 
grow alſo; and that we cannot pay God with the old uſe and 
wont (as we ufe to ſpeak) which we gave him ſeven years ago; 


for this were to mock the Lord, and to make price with him as we 
liſt, O what difficulty is there in our Chriſtian journey! and how 
often come we ſhort of many thouſand things that are Chriſt's 
due! and we confider not how far our dear Lord is behind with 


us. Miltreſs, J cannot render you thanks, as I would, for your 


kindneſs to my brother, an oppreſſed ſtranger ; but I remember 

you vnto the Lord, as I am able: I entreat you, think upon me, 

his priſoner, and pray that the Lord would be pleaſed to give me 

room to ſpeak to his people in his name. Grace, grace be with 

you. nn” 
Aberd. 1636. Yours in his fweet Lord and 

| | | | Maſter, S. R. 
| 194. To FULWOOD younger. 


Much honcured Sir, ; 
| Race, mercy and peace be to yon. Upon the report of this 
worthy bearer concerning you, I thought good to ſpeak a 


word to you: it is enough for acquaintance, that we are one in 


Chriſt. My earneſt defire to you is, that ye would, in the fear of 


God, compare your inch and hand-breadth of time with vaſt eter- 
nity, and your thoughts of this now fair, blooming and green world, 


with the thoughts ye ſhall have of it, when corruption and worms 
ſhall make their houſes in your eye- holes, and ſhall eat your ff:fh, 
and make that body dry-bones : if ye ſo do, I know then, that 
your light of this world's vanity ſhall be more clear, than now it 
is; and I am perſuaded, ye ſhall then think, that mens labours for 


this clay-idol are to be laughed at. Therefore come near, and take 


a view of that tranſparent beauty that is in Chriſt, which would 
buſy the love of ten thouſand millions of worlds and angels, and 
hold them all at work: ſurely I am grieved, that men will not 
ſpend their whole love upon that royal and princely Well beloved, 


that high and lofty One; for it is curſed love that runneth another | 


way than upon him. And for myleif, if I had ten loves and ten fouls, 
O how glad would I be, if he would break in upon me, and take pol- 
ſeſſion of them all! Wo, wo is me, that he and I are ſo far aſunder! ! 
hope, we ſhall be in one country and one houſe together. Tray pail 
of love · ſickueſs for Jeſus, maketh me to think it long, long, iong to 
the dawning of that day. Oh that he would cut ſhort years and 
months and hours, and over-lcap time, that we might meet! Aud 


F nil. 10%, BETTER 9.8.: 
for this truth, Sir, that ye profeſs, I avow before the world ot 
men and angels, that is the way, and the only way, to our coun 
try, the reſt are by-ways; and that what I ſuffer for, is the app 
of Chriſt's eye, even his honour as Law-giver and King of his 
church. I think death too little ere I forſook it. Do not, Sir, | 
beſeech you in the Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by drawing 
back from him; it is too thin already; for I dare pledge my hea- 
ven upon it, he ſhall win this plea, and the fools chat plea againſt 
him ſhall loſe the wager, which is their part of ſalvation, except 
they take better heed to their ways Sir, free grace that we give 
no hire for, is a jewel our Lord giveth to few. Stand faſt in 
the hope ye are called unto : our Maſter will rend the clouds, and 
will be upon us quickly, and clear our cauſe, and bring us all out 
in our black and whites. Clean, clean gar ments in the Bridegroom's 
eye, are, of great worth: ſtep over this hand-breadth of world's 
glory, in to our Lord's new world of grace, and ye will laugh a. 
the feathers that children are chaſing in the air. I verily judge. 
that theſe inns, men are building their neſt in, are not worth a drin- 
of cold water. It is a rainy and {ſmoky houfe ; beſt we come ou: 
of it, leſt we be choked with the ſmoke thereof. O that my adver- 
faries knew how ſweet my ſighs for Chrilt are, and what ic were 
tor a ſinner to lay his head between Chriſt's brealts, and to be o- 
yer head and ears in Chriſt's love! Alas, I cannot cauſe paper ſpeak 
the height and breadth and depth of it! I have not a balance to 
weigh my Lord Jeſus's worth: heaven, ten heavens would not 
be the beam of a balance, to weigh him in. I muſt give over prail- 
ing of him ; angels ſee but little of him : O if that fair one would 
take off the maſk off his fair face, that I mighr fee him: a kiſs or 
him through his maſk is half a heaven. O day, dawn! O time, 
run faſt! O Bridegroom, polt, poſt faſt, that we may meet! O 
heavens, cleave in two, that that bright face and head may ſet it- 
{elf through the clouds! O that the corn were ripe, and this world 
prepared for his hook ! Sir, be pleaſed to remember a priſoner's 
bonds. Grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, Fuly 10. Yours in his fecet Lord 
I 037. 5 N Jeſus, 8. R. 
TTT 


19 ß. To Mr. HUGH MACK AII. 


My very dear brother, | | 
E know, that men may take their ſweet fill of the ſour law, 
in grace's ground; and betwixt the Mediator's breaſts, and 

this is ſinners ſafeſt way; for there is a bed for wearied ſinners 
to reſt them in, in the new covenant, though no bed of Chriſt's 
making to fleep in. The law ſhall never be my doomſter, by 
Chuiſt's grace, if I get no more good of it; I ſhall aud a lore e- 

WAY nough 
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nough doom in the goſpel, to humble and to caſt me down: it is 
(I grant) a good rough friend, to follow a traitor to the bar, and 
to back him, till he come to Chriſt. We may blame ourſelves, 
who cauſe the law to crave well-paid debt, to {car us away from 
Jeſus, and diſpute about a righteouſneſs of our own, a world in 


the moon, a chimera, and a night dream, that pride is father and 


mother to: there cannot be a more humble foul than a believer; it 
is no pride for a drowning man to catch hold of a rock. I rejoice, 
that the wheels of this confuſed world are rolled, and cogged, and 
driven, according as our Lord will. Out of what ever airth the 
wind blow, it will blow us on our Lord: no wind can blow our 
{fails over-board : becauſe Chriſt's {kill, and the honour of his wil. 
dom, are empawned, and laid down at the ſtake, for the ſea- puſ- 
ſengers, that he ſhall put them ſafe off his hand on the ſhore, in his 
Father's known bounds, our native home-ground, My dear bro- 
ther, {car not at the croſs of Chriſt: it is not ſeen yet, what Chriſt 
will do for yon, when it cometh to the worſt; he will keep his 


grace till ye be at a ſtrait, and then bring forth the decrced birth 
tor your ſalvation. Ye are an arrow of his own making, let im 


ſhoot you againſt a wall of braſs, your point ſhall keep whole. | 
cannot, for multitude of letters, and diſtraction of friends, prepare 


what I would for the times: I have not one hour of {pare time, 


ſuppoſe the day were forty hours long. Remember me in 
prayer. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 5. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
COOLED ObEDDoCoCoOtcocCcooboocootrco oo zoooo0o) 
196. To his reverend and dear brother, Ir. DAVID 
DICKSON. 

hy reverend and dear brother, 
Fear ye have never known me well: if ye ſaw my inner- ſide, 


it is poſlible 1 ve would pity me; but ye would hardly give me 
cither love or refpe& : men miſtake me the whole length of the 


heavens; my fins prevail over me, and the terrors of their guilt: 
neſs. Tam put often to aſk, if Chriſt and J did ever ſhake hands 

together in earneſt; I mean not, that my ſeaſt days are quite gone 

dut Jam made of extremities. I pray God ye never have the wo- 


ful and dreery experience of a cloſed mouth; for then ye ſhalljudge 
the ſparrows, that may ſing in the church of Irving, bleſſed birds; 


dut my foul hath been refreſhed and watered, when I hear of your 


courage and zeal for your never enough-praiſed, praiſed Maſter, in 
that ye put the men of God, chaſed out of Ireland, to work. O 
if 1 could confirm you! J dare ſay in God's preſence, That this 
hall never haſten your ſuffering, but ſhall be David Dickſon's feaſt 
and ſpeaking joy, that while he had time and leifure, he put many 
to work, to lift up Jeſus his ſweet Maſter, high 1 in the ſkies. 
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man of God, go on, go on, be valiant for that Plant of renown, 


for that Chief among ten thouſands, for that Prince of the kings 
of the earth. It is but little that I know of God; yet this I dare 
write, Chriſt ſhall be glorified in David Dickſon, howbeit Scotland 

be not gathered. I am pained, pained, that 1 have not more to 
give my ſweet Bridegroom: his comforts to me are not dealt with 
a nigpard's hand, but I would fain learn not to idolize comfort, 

ſenſe, joy, and ſweet feb preſence ; all theſe are but creatures, and 
nothing but the kingly robe, the gold ring, and the bracelets of the 
Bridegroom the Bridegroom himſelf is better than all the or na- 
ments that are about him. Now, I would not ſo much have theſe, 
as God himſelf, and to be ſwallowed up of love to Chriſt, I fee 
in delighting in a communion with Chriſt, we may make more 


gods than one; but however, all was but bairns-play between 


Chriſt and me, till now. If one would have {worn to me, I would 
not have believed, what may be found in Chriſt, I hope, ye pity 
my pain that much, in my priſon, as to help me yourſelf, and to 


cauſe others help me, a dyvour, a ſinful wretched dyvour, to pay 


{ame of my debts of praiſe to my great King. Let my God be 
judge and witneſs, if my foul would not have ſweet eaſe and com- 
fort, to have many hearts confirmed in Chriſt, and enlarged with 
his love, and many tongnes ſet on work to ſet on high my royal 
and princely Well beloved. O that my ſufferings could pay tri- 
bute to ſuch a King! 1 have given over wondering at his love; 
tor Chriſt hath manifeſted a piece of art upon me, that] never re- 
vealed to any living: he hath gotten fair and rich employment, 
and {weet ſale, and a goodly market for his honourable calling of 
ſhewing mercy on me, the chief of ſinners. Every one knoweth 
not ſo well as I do, my wofully often broken covenants, my ſins 
againſt light, working in the very act of finning, bath been met 
with admirable mercy : but alas! he will get nothing back again, 
but wretched unthankfulneſs. Iam ſure, if Chrift pity any thing 
in me, next to my ſin, it is pain of love for an arm full and ſoul full 
of himſelf, in faith, love, and begun fruition : my forrow is, that! 
cannot get Chriſt lifted off the duſt in Scotland, and fet on high, 
above all the ſkies, and heaven of heavens. 
Aberdeen, May 1. ©. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
L627; 5: . 
197. 70% his reverend and dear brother, Mr. JOHN 
4 -  LIVINGS:TOQN. 


My reverend and dear brither, ” 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from you, 
A IT and to be refreſhed with the comtorts of the bride of our ET | 


Teſvs in Ireland. I ſuffer with you in grief, for the daſh that your 
| deiireg 
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defires to be at N. E. have received of late; but if our Lord, who 
bath (kill to bring up his children, had nor ſeen it your beſt, it ſhould 


dave not befallen you: hold your peace, and ſtay yourſelf up- 


on the holy One of Iſrael: hearken what he ſaith in croſſing of your 
Jefires, he will ſpeak peace to his people. I am here removed from 


My flock, and filenced, and confined in Aberdeen, for the teſtimo- 


ny of Jeſus; and I have been confined in ſpirit alſo with deſertions 


and challenges: I gave in a bill of quarrels, and complaints of un. N 


kindneſs, againſt Chriſt, who ſeemed to caſt me over the dike of 


the vineyard, as a dry tree, and ſeparated me from the Lord's inhe- 


ritance: but high, high and loud praiſes be to our royal crowned 
ing in Zion, that he hath not burnt the dry-branch : I ſhall yet 


| live, and ſee his glory. Your mother-church, for her whoredom, 


s like to be caſt off: the bairns may break their heart, to ſee ſuch 


_ chiding betwixt the huſband and the wife. Our clergy is upon a 


cconciliation with the Lutherans, and the doctors are writing 
cooks, and drawing up a common confeſſion, at the Council's com- 
mand. Our ſervice-book is proclaimed with found of trumpet : 
ne night is fallen down upon the prophets; Scotland's day of vi- 
{1tation is come: it is time for the bride to weep, while Chriſt is 
:-faying, He will chooſe another wife: but our ſky will clear again; 
de dry-branch of cut down Lebanon will bud again and be glori- 
os, and they ſhall yet plant vines upon our mountains. Now, my 


ear brother, I write to you for this end, that ye may help me to 
praiſe, and ſeek help of others with you, that God may be glorified 


32 my bonds. My Lord Jeſus hath taken the withered dry-ſtran- 
ger, and his broken in heart priſoner, into his houſe of wine, O! 
O! If ye, and all Scotland, and all our brethren with you, knew 
now! am feaſted! Chriſt's honey combs drop comforts: he dineth 
with his pritoper, and the King's ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell, The 
devil cannot get it denied, but we ſuffer for the apple of Chriſt's 
eye, his royal prerogatives, as King and Law-giver ; let us not fear 
or faint. He will have his goſpel once again rouped in Scotland, 
ind have the matter going to voices, to ſee who will ſay, Let Chriſt 
de crowned King in Scotland: it is true, Antichrilt ſtirreth his 
zuil: but J love a rumbling and raging devil in the kirk (ſince the 
urch militant cannot or may not want a devil to trouble her) ra- 


ther than a ſubtile or ſleeping devil: Chriſt never yet got a bride 


ithout ſtroke of ſword; it is now nigh the Bridegroom's entering 
to his chamber, let us awake and go in with him: I bear your 
ame to Chriſt's door; I pray you, dear brother, forget me not: 


t me hear from you by a letter, and I charge you, ſmother not 


{hrift's bounty towards me: I write what J have found of him, in 
he houſe of my pilgrimage. Remember my love to all our bre- 
rn and ſiſters there. The keeper of the vineyard watch for his 

| beſieged 
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deſieged city, and for you. N 


Aberd. Feb. 7. | n brother and feliow- 
1637. ſufferer, S. H 


198. To Mr. EPHRAIM MELVIL. 


| Reverend and dear brother, 

Received your letter, and am contented with all my heart, that 

our acquaintance in our Lord continue. I am wreltling, as { 
dow, up the mount with Chriſt's crois: my Second is kind, and 
able to help. As for your queſtions, becauſe of my manifold di- 
fractions, and letters to multitudes, I have not time to anſwer 
them: what ſhall be faid in common for that, {hall be imparted to 
you: for J am upon theſe queſtions : therefore ſpare me a little, 
for the Service- book would take a great time, but I think, Sicut 
derſculatio religioſa imaginis, aut etiam elementorum, et in je idola- 
tria externa, etſi intentio deoſculaudi, tota, quanta in au eft, fera- 
tur in Deum =polvriv; ita geniculatio coram pane, quand», nempr, 
ex inſtitutio totus homo externus & internus verſars debeat circa ele- 
mentaria ſigna, eſt adoratio relativa, & ediratic ipſius panis. Ra- 
tio; intentio adorandi objectum materiale, non eſt de eſſentia extern 
adorationis, ut patet in degſculutione religicſa. Sic geniculatio coram 
imagine Babylomca eſt externa adbratis amagints, etſi tres puri mente 
intendiſſent adorare Fehovam. Sic qui ex metu ſolo, aut ſpe pretii, 
aut inanis gloriae, geniculatur coram arco vituls Feroboame, (quad 
ab ipſo rege, qui nulla religione induetus, ſed libidine daminandi tau- 
tum vitulum erexit, factitatum eſſe, textus ſatis luculenter clamat ) ad- 
rrat vitulum externa adoratione ; eſtoquod putaret vitulum effe morunt 
creaturam, & honare nullo dignum : quia geniculatio, frve nas nolu- 


mus, ſive valumus ex inſtituto Dei & nature, in act religsofs, eit 


ſymbolum religioſee adorationis : Ergo, ſicut punis fignificat corpus 
Chriſti, etſi abſit actus omnis n:tre@ intentions ; ſic religigſa gæniciu— 
atio, ſublata omni intentione humana, eſt externa adorati? panis, 
coram quo adoramus, ut coram ſigno vicariꝰ & repreſentatius Dei. 
Thus recommending you to God's tender mercy, I delire that ye 
would remember me io God. Sanctification {hall ſettle you mol? 
in the truth. Grace be with you. os 

Aberd. 1637). Mur brother an Chriſt eus, 8. R. 
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199. To 4 Centlawsman upon the death of her hustand. 


in , | | | 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you. I cannot but rejoice, an! 
withal be grieved, at your caſe: it hath pleated the Lord to 
emove your hutband (my friend, and this kirk's faithful profeffor) 
lon 10 his reſt ; bat ſhall we be ſorry, that our lols is his gain, ſccing 
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his Ford would want his. company no longer? Think not much 
of ſhort ſummons; for, ſeeing he walked with his Lord in his life, 
and deſired that Chriſt hould be magnified in him at his death, ye 
gught to be ſilent and ſatisfied. When Chriſt cometh for hls own, 
he men faſt : mercy, mercy to the ſaints goeth not at leiſure; 


love in our Redcemer is not flow, and withal he is homely | 


with 2 you, who cometh at his own hand to your houſe, and intro- 
mitteth, as a friend, with any thing that is yours: I think, he won! 
an horrow and lend with you. Now he ſhould meet with the 
{\acions company, the fair flock, and bleſſed bairn-rime of the firſt- 
dern, banqueting at the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. It is 2 
127cy, that the poor wandering ſheep get a dike-ſide in this ſtormy 
gay, and a leaking ſhip a ſafe harbour, and a ſea - ſick paſſenger a 
und and ſoft bed aſhore. Wrath, wrath, wrath from the Lord 
18 ming upon this land, that he hath left behind him : know 
:,-x0fore, that your Lord Jeſus his wounds are the wounds of 2 
er, and that he will have compaſſion upon a ſad-hearted ſervant; 
that Chriſt hath ſaid, he will have the huſband's room in your 
be loved you in your firſt huſband's time; and he is but 


going you ſtill; give him heart and chair, houſe and all: he will 
ee made companion with any other; love is full of jealouſies, 


16 CI have all your love, and who could get it but he? I know, 
allow it upon him; there are comforts, both ſweet and ſatisfy- 
1g, aid up for you; wait on. Firſt, Chriſt he is an koneſt debtor. 
s for mine own caſe, I think ſome poor body would be glad of 


ted priſoner's leavings. I have no ſcarcity of Chriſt's love: 


16 hath waſted more comforts upon his poor baniſhed ſcrvant, then 
x wo have refreſhed many fouls. My burden was once ſo heavy, 
gat one ounce-weight would have caſten the balance, and broken 
my back; but Chriſt ſaid, hold, hold, to my forrow, and hath 
+ ir-d a bluthered face, which was foul with weeping. I may 
07 ally go my Lord's errands, with wages in my hands; deferred 


23 nced not to make me deadſwier (as we uſe to fay) my croſs 


1 e my croſs and my reward. Oh that men would ſound his 
un prailes! I love Chriſt's worſt reproaches, his glooms, his croſs, 
.tter than all this world's plaiſtered glory; my heart 1s not long- 
to be back again from Chriſt's country; it is a {weet ſoil [ am 


ls « 


come to. I (it any in the world) have good cauſe to {peak much 


cod of him. O! hell were a good cheap price to buy him at. 
h if all the three kingdoms were witneſſes to my pained, paincd 
Hul, overcome and wounded with Chrilt's love! I thank you molt 
«11: dly, my dear ſiſter, for your love to, and tender care of my bro. 
er. I will think myſelf obliged to you, if ye continue his friend 
is more to me than a brother now, being engaged to ſuffer for to 
onourable a Maſter and cauſe. Pray for Chrilt's pr iloner; and 
Jace, grace be with you. . 
Aberd, March 7. 1637. Nur, in . Lord Jeſus, 8 


FI 


Epiſt. 200. T TEN 29 


200. To his reverend and dear brether, Mr. IOHNNEV Ax. 


My reverend and dear brother, | 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you : I have exceeding many! 
i write to, elſe 1 would be kinder in 1 5 I rcjoice that 
my ſweet! Maſter hath any to back him: thick, thick may my roy- 
a] King's court be. O that his kingdom might grow! it were my 
joy to have his houſe full of gneſts. Except that I have ſome 
cloudy days, for the moſt part T have a king's life with Chriſt ; he 
is all perſumed with the powders of the merchant : he hath a king 5 
face and a king's ſmell : his chariot, wherein he carrieth his poor 
priſoner, is of the wood of Lebanon, it js paved with love: is not 
that oft ground to walk or ly on? I think better of Chriſt than 
ever I did; my thoughts of his love grow and fwell on me: I ne- 
ver write to any of him ſo much as I have felt. Oh if I could write 
a book of Chriſt and of his love! Suppoſe I were made white 
aſhes, and burnt for this ſame truth, that men count but as knots. 
of ſtraws, it were my gain, if my aſhes could proclaim the worth, 
excellency, and love of my Lord Jeſus: there is much telling of 
Chriſt ; I give over the weighing of him, heaven would not be the 
beam of a balance to weigh him in. What eyes be on me, or what 
wind of tongues be on me, I care not: let me ſtand in this ſtage in 
the fool's coat, and act a fo2l's part to the reſt of ihis nation; if 
I can ſet my Well-bcloved on high, and witneſs fair for him, a fig 
for their hoſanna : if I can roll myſelf in a lap of Chriſt's garment, 
I will ly there and laugh at the thoughts of dying bits of clay, 
Brother, we have cauſe to weep for our harlot-mother, her huſ- 
band is ſending her to Rome's brothel houſe, which is che g gate ſhe 
liketh well: yet I perſuade you, there ſhall be a fair aftet- growth 
tor Chriſt in Scotland, and this church ſhall ſing the Bridegroom's 
welcome-home again to his own houſe : the worms ſhall eat them 
firſt, ere they cauſe Chriſt take good night at Scotland. I am here 
azalted with the doors gun, but I bleſs the Father of light, 
they draw not blood of truth. I find no lodging in the heart of 
natural men, who are cold friends to my Matter: I pray you, re- 
member my love to that gentleman, A. C. My heart i kuit to 
| him, becauſe he and I have one Maſter, Remember my bonds, 
and preſent my ſervice to nf Lord and my Lady : L with Chri:t 


may be dearer to them, than to man) of their 78 Grace be 
with you. 


0 | Averd. Fuly 5. Yours in his ſweet 
id; 1037. 55 Lird Jeſus, 8. R. 
109 
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201. To my Lady BOYD. 


Madam, © IE, | 

Race, mercy and peace be to yon. Few (I believe) know the 
pain and torment of Chriſt's friſted love: friſting of Chriſt's 
preſence is a matter of torment, I know a poor ſoul that would 
lay all oars in the water, for a banquet or feaſt of Chriſt's love. 
cannot think, but it muſt be up-taking and {weet, to fee the white 
and red of, Chriſt's fair face; for he is white and ruddy, 
and the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, Cant. v. 10. I am ſure, that 
muſt be a well made face of his, heaven muſt be in his viſage: glo- 
ry, glory for evermore muſt fit on his countenance. I dare not 
curſe the maſk and covering that is on his face; but O if there 
were a hole in it! O if God would tear the malk ! Fy, fy upon us, we 
were never aſhamed till now that we do not proclaim our pining and 
languiſhing for him. I am ſure, never tongue ſpake of Chriſt, as 
he is. I am ſtill of that mind, and ſtill will be, that we wrong and 


undervalue that holy, holy One, in having ſuch ſhort and ſhallow 


thoughts of his weight and worth. O if I could have but leave to 
ſtand beſide, and ſce the Father weigh Chriſt the Son, if it were 
poſlible ! but how every one of them comprehendeth another, we, 


who have eyes of clay, cannot comprehend ; but it is pity for e- 


vermore, and more than ſlrame, that ſuch an one as Chrift ſhou!d 


{it in heaven his alone for us: to go up thither anes errand, and 


on purpoſe to ſee, were no {mall glory. O that he would fliike 


out windows, and fair and great lights, in this old houſe, this fal- 


len down ſoul, and then ſet the ſoul near-hand Chrift, that the rays 
and beams of light, and the ſoul-delighting glances of the fair, fair 
God. head, might thine in at the windows, and fill the houſe! a tair- 
er and more near and direct fight of Chriſt would make room for 
his love; for we are but pinched and ſtraitened in bis love. Alas, 
it were caſy to meaſure and weigh all the love that we have for 
Chriſt, and by inches and onnces! Alas, that we thould love by 
meaſure and weight, and not rather have floods and feaſts of Chriſt's 
lore! Oh that Chriſt would break down the old narrow veſſels of 
the ſe narrow and ebb ſouls; and make fair; deep, wide, and broad 
ſovis, to hold a fea and a full tide, flowing over all its Banks, of 
Chriſt's love! Oh that the Almighty would give me my requeſt ! 
that | might ſee Chriſt come to his temple again (as he is minting, 
and jt is like mindicg to do) and if the land were humbled : the 
judgments threatened are with this relervation, I know, if we (hail 
turn and repent, O! what a heaven ſhould we have on earth, 
to {ce Scotland's noon, like the light of the ſun, and Scotland's ſun 
light ſeven-fold, like the light of ſeven days, in the day that the 


Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the ſtrcke 
5 7 = Th 
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of their wounds! Iſa. xxx. 26. Alas! that we will not pull and 
draw Chriſt to his old tents again, to come and feed among ti” 
Jilies, till the day break and the ſhadows flee away! O that th 

nobles would go on, in the ſtrength and courage of the Lord, 
bring our lawful King Jeſus home again! I am perſwaded he ſhe ! 
return again in glory to this land: but happy were they, wh: 


could help to convoy him to his ſanctuary, and ſet him again up 


upon the mercy-ſeat betwixt the cherubims. O ſun, return to 
darkened Britain! O faireſt among all the ſons of men, O moſt ex- 
cellent One, come home again, come home, and win the praiſes 
and bleſſings of the mourners in Zion, the priſoners of hope, that 
wait for thee !' I know he can alſo triumph, in ſuffering, and weep 
and reign, and die and triumph, and remain in priſon, and yet ſub- 
due his enemies: but how happy were I, to ſee the coronation-day 
of Chriſt; to fee his mother, who bare him, put the crown upon 
his head again, and cry with ſhonting till the earth ſhould ring, 
Let Jeſus our King live and reiga for evermore! Grace, grace 
be with your Ladyſhip. 
Aberd. 1637. Your Ladyſhip's at all obedience 
7 ; in Chriſt, S. R 
rr e eee e Sep 


202. To Mr, ALEXANDER COLVIL I Blair. 


Mucb honoured Sir, pee 

Race, mercy and peace be to you, I would defire to know how 

my Lord took iny letter J fent him, and how heis: I de 
fire nothing, but that he be faſt and honeſt to my royal Maſter any 
King. I am well every way, all praite to him, in whoſe books! 
muſt ſtand for ever as his debtor! only my ſilence paineth me. 
| had one joy out of heaven, next to Chriſt my Lord, and that was 
to preach him to this faithleſs generation; and they have taken 


that from me: it was to me as the poor man's one eye, and they 


have put out that eye. I Know the violence done to me and his 
poor bereft bride, is come up before the Lord: and ſuppoſe I ſee 
not the other ſide of my croſs, or what my Lord will bring out of 
it; yet I believe the viſion ſhall not tarry, and that Chriſt is on 
bis journey for my deliverance; he goeth not lowly, but paſſeth 
over ten mountains at one ſtride : in the mean time, I am pained 
with his love, becauſe I want real poſſeiſion. When Chriſt cometh, 
he ſtayeth not long; but certainly the blowing of his breath up- 
on a poor ſoul is heaven upon carth : and when the wind turneth 
iato the North, and he goeth away, I die, till the wind change in- 
to the Weſt, and he viſits his priſoner : but he holdeth me not of- 
ten at his door, I am richly repaid for ſuffering for him. O it 
all Scotland were as I am, except my bonds! O what pain [ have, 
becauſe I cannot get him praiſed by my ſufferings ! O that heaven, 

| | O 02 within | 
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within and without, and the carth were paper, and all the 

fountains, and ſeas were ink, and J able to write all the paper with- 
in and without, full of his praiſes, and love, and excellency, to be 
read by man and angel! Nay this is little; I owe my heaven to 
Chriſt; and to defire, howbeit I ſhould never enter in at the gates 
of the New Jeruſalem, to fend my love and my praiſes over the 
wall to Chriſt. Alas that time and days ly betwixt him and me, 


and adjourn our mecting | it is my part to cry, O when will the 


night be paſt, and the day dawn, that we ſhall fee one another?“ 


Be pleaſed to remember my ſervice to my Lord, to whom I wrote; 


and ſhew him that, for his affcCtion to me, I cannot but pray for 
him, and earneitly deſire that Chriſt miſs him not out of the roll 
of thoſe who are his witneſſes, now when his kingly honour is cal- 


led in queſtion; it is his honour to hold up Chrift's royal train, 


and to be an inſtrument to hold the crown upon Chriſt's head, 
Shew him, becauſe I love his true honour and ſtanding, that this 
is my earneſt deſire for him. Now ] bleſs you; and the prayers 
of Chriſt's priſoner come upon you; and his ſweeteſt preſence, 


whom ye ferve in the Spirit, accompany you. 


Aberd. June 23. Yeurs at ail obliged obedience 

1637. in Ghrifl, S. R. 

EOGCODOODOCOTNIDBODOO ORD IDOL DOD ICID 
203. To. Mr, JOHN ROW. 

_ Reverend and dear brother, 5 | 
Y Received yours. I bleſs his high and great name, I like my ſweet 
A Maſter ſtill the longer the better: a ſight of his croſs is more 
awſome than the weight of it. I think the worſt things of Chriſt, 


even his reproaches and his croſs, (when I look on theſe not with 


bleired eyes) far rather to be choſen, than the laughter and worm- 


_ eaten joys of my adverſaries. O that they were as I am, except 


my bonds! My witneſs is above, my miniſtry, next to Chriſt, is 
deareſt to me of any thing; but ] lay it down at Chriſt's feet, for 
his glory and his honour as ſupreme Law-piver, which is dearer 
to me, My dear brother, if ye will receive the teſtimony of a poor 
priſoner of Chriſt, who dare not now diſſemble for the world.! 
believe certainly, and expect thanks from the Prince of the kings 


of the earth, for my poor baſtards (ſuch as they are) for his ho- 
_ nourable cauſe, whom I can never enough extol, for his running- 
over love to my fad ſoul, ſince I came hither. O that I could get 


him ſet on high and praiſed ! I ſeek no more, as the top and root 
of my defires, but that Chriſt may make glory to himſelf, and ci- 
fication to the weaker, out of my ſufferings. I deſire ye would 
hclp me both to pray and praiſe. Grace be with you. 

Aberd. July 8. urs in his fweet Lord 


1637. | | Jeſus, S. R. 
„5 2804. 74 
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204. Tithe Lach CULROSS. 


Madam, = 
Race, mercy and peace he to you: I am much refreſhed with 
'E your letter, now at length come to me. I find my Lord 
leſus cometh not in that precite way that I lay wait for him, he 
hath a gate of his own : O how high are his ways above my ways! 
] lee but little of him; it is beſt not to offer to learn him a leſſon, 
but to give bim abſolutely his own will, in coming, going, ebbing, 
flowing, and in the manner of his gracions working. I want no- 
thing but a back- burden of Chriſt's love: 1 would go through 
bell. and the thick of the damned devils, to have a hearty feaſt of 
Chriſt's | love; for he hath fettered me with his love, and run a- 
way, and left me a chained man. Wo is me, that I was fo looſe, 
rach, vain, and graceleſs, in my unbelieving thoughts of Chriſt's. 
love: but what can a ſoul under a non- -entry (when my rights 
were wadſet and loſt) do elſe, but make a fall libel againſt Chriſt's 
love? I know yourſelf, madam, and many more, will be witneſſes 
againſt me, if I repent not of my unbelief; for J have been ſeeking 
the pope's wares, fome hire for grace within myſelf. I have not 
learned, as 1 ſhould do, to put my ftock, and all my treaſure, in 
ariſt's hand; but I would have a ſtock of mine own: and ere I 
was aware, I was taking hire to be the law's advocate, to ſeck ju- 
ſiification by works. I forgot, that grace is the only garland that 
is worn in heaven, upon the heads of the gloritied. And now, I 
half rejoice, that I have ſickneſs for Chriſt to work upon; ſince I 


| - muſt have wounds, well's my ton], I have a day's work for. my F- 


ſician Chriſt: I hope to give Chriſt his own calling, it ſetteth him 
full well to cure diſeaſes, My ebbings are very low, and the ride 
is far out, when my Beloved goeth away; and then I cry, Oh cruel- 
ty! to put out the poor man's one eye; and that that was my joy, 
next to Chriſt, to preach my Well-beloved: then I make a noiſe 
avout Chriſt's houſe, looking uncouth-like in at his window, and 
caſting my love and my deſires over the wall, till God fend better. 
lam often content, my bill ly in heaven, till the day of my depar- 
ture, providing I had aſſurance, that mercy thall be written on the 

back of it. 1 would not care for on- Waiting: but when! draw-in 
a tired arm, and an empty hand withal, it is much to me to keep 
my thoughts! in order: but will not get a gate for Chriſt's love, 
when I hare done all I can, I would fain yield to his ſtream, and 
row with Chriſt, and not againſt him. But while I live, I ſee that 
Chriſt's kingdom in me will not be peaceable, ſo many thoughts in 
me riſe up againſt his honour and kingly power. Surely, have 
not expreſſed all his ſweet kindneſs to me: I ſpare to do it, leſt I be 
deemed to ſeek myſelf; but his breath hath ſmelled of che powder 


of 
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of the merchants, and of the King's ſpikenard. I think, I conceive 
new thoughts of heaven, becauſe the card and the map of heaven, 
that he letteth me now ſee, is fo fair, and fo ſweet ; I am ſure, we 
are niggards, and ſparing bodies in ſeeking. I verily judge, we 
know not how much may be had in this life; there is yet ſome- 
thing beyond all we ſee, that ſeeking would light upon, O that 
my love ſickneſs would put me to a buſineſs, when all the world 
are found ſleeping, to cry and knock! but the truth is, ſince 1 
ame hither, I have been wondering, that after my importunity to 
have my fill of Chriſt's love, I have not gotten a real ſign, but have 
come from him, crying, hunger, hunger, I think Chriſt letteth me 
de meat, in my extremity of hunger, and giveth me none of it: 
when I am near the apple, he draweth back his hand, and goeth a- 
way, to cauſe me follow; and again when I am within an arm- 
length of the apple, he maketh a new break to the gate, and I have 
him to ſeek of new: he ſeemeth not to pity my dwining and my 
4 vooning for his love. 1 dare ſometimes put my hunger over to 
| m to be judged, if I would not buy him with a thouſand years in 
de hotteſt furnace in hell, fo being I might enjoy him: but my 
anger is fed with want and abſence; I hunger and I have not; 
tat mv comfort is, to ly and wait on, and to put my poor foul aud 
my ſufferings in Chriſt's hand: let him make any thing out of me, 
{© being he be gloriſied in my ſalvation; for I know I am made for 
. O that my Lord may win his own gracious end in me! I 
will not beat eaſe, while I but ſtand fo far aback: O if I were near 
my him, and with him, that this poor ſou! might be ſatisfied with him- 
1 bell Jour ſon-in-law, W. G. is now truly honoured for his Lord 
and Maſter's cauſe : when the Lord is fanning Zion, it is a good to- 
{co that he is a true branch of the vine, that the Lord beginneth 
nut to dreſs him; he is ſtrong in his Lord, as he hath written to 
me, and his wife is his encourager, which ſhould make you rejoice. 
Vor your ſon, who is your grief, your Lord waited on you and me, 
il we were ripe, and brought us in. It is your part to pray, and 
Wait upon him: when he is ripe, he will be ſpoken for. Who 
can command our Lord's wind to blow? 1 know it ſhal} be 
Hur good in the latter end: that is one of your waters to heaven, 
ve could not go about it; there are the fewer behind. I remem- 
ber you and him, and yours, as I am able: but alas, I am believ- 
© to be ſomething, and J am nothing but an empty reed: wants 
are my beſt riches, becauſe I have theſe ſupplied by Chriſt, Re- 
member my deareſt love to your brother: I know he pleadeth with 
Ii harlot mother for her apoſtaſy. I know allo, ye are kind to 
my worthy Lady Kenmure, a woman beloved of the Lord, who 
bath been very mindful of my bonds: the Lord give her, and 
hr child, to find mercy in the day of Chriſt! Great men are 
cy aud cold in doiog for me; the tinkling of chains for Chriſt | 
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affrighteth them: but let my Lord break all my idols, I will yet 


| bleſs him. I am obliged to my Lord Lorn; I wiſh him mercy. 
Remember my bonds with praiſes, and pray for me, that my Lord 


may leaven the North, by my bonds and ſufferings. Grace be 


Yeur 5 in his fweet Lord 
1637. Jas, 3. K. 
r. ß COLL DCSOCOC, 


205, To ALEXANDER GORDON oe Xnoclgray. 


Dear brother, | 

* mercy and peace be to you. There is no queſtion but 

our mother- church hath a Father, and that ſhe ſhall not 
die without an heir, that her enemies ſhall not make mount Zion 
their heritage. We ſee, whither ſoever Zion's enemies go, ſuppoſe 
they dig many miles under the ground, yet our Lord ſindeth them 
out, and he hath vengeance laid up in ſtore for them, and the poor 
and needy ſhall not always be forgotten. Our hope was drooping 
and withering, and man was ſaying, What can God makeout of the 
old dry bones of this buried kirk? the prelates and their follou- 
ers were a grave above us: it is like our Lord is to open our 
graves, and purpoleth to cauſe his two (lain witneſſes rife the third 
day. O how long wait I, to hear our weeping Lord Jeſus ſing a- 
gain, and triumph, and rejoice, and divide the ſpoil ! I find it hard 
work to believe, when the courſe of providence goeth croſs- ways 
to our faith, and when miſted ſouls in a dark night cannot know 
Eaſt by Weſt, and our ſea- com paſs feemeth to fail us. Every man 
is a believer in day-light: a fair day ſcemeth to be made all of 
faith and hope. What atrial of gold is it, to ſmoke it a little above 
the fire! but to keep gold perfect yellow coloured amidſt the 
flames, and to be turned from veſſel to veſſel, and yet to cauſe our 
furnace ſound, and ſpeak, and cry the prailes of the Lord, is ano- 
ther matter. I know my Lord made me not for fire, howbcit 


Aberdeen, July 9. 


he hath fitted me in ſome meaſure for fire. I bleſs his high 
name, that I wax not paler, neither have I loſt the colour of 
| gold, and that his fire hath made me ſomewhat thin, and that my 
Lord may pour me in any veſſel he plealeth : for a ſmall wager, T 
may juſtly quit my part of this world's laughter, and give up with 
| time, and caſt out with the pleaſures of this world. 
| who wondered to fee any in this life Hugh and ſport: ſurely our 
| Lord ſceketh this of us, as to any rejoicing in preſent periſhing 
| things. I fee above all things, and that we may fit down, and 


[ know a man, 


told legs and arms, and ſtretch ourſelves upon Chriſt, and laugh 


| at the feathers that children are chaſing here: for I think the men 


of this world, like children in a dangerous ſtorm in the ſea, that 
play and make ſport with the white foam of the waves thereof, 
Coming. 
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coming in to fink and drown them; ſo are men making fools ſports 
with the white pleaſures of a ſtormy world, that will fink them. 
But alas, what have we to do with their ſports that they make: 


If Solomon ſaid of laughter that it was madneſs, what may we ſa 5 


of this world's laughing and ſporting themſelves with gold and 
filver, and honours, and court, and broad large conqueſts, but that 
they are poor ſouls, in the height and rage of a fever gone mad ? 
then a ſtraw, a fig for all created {ports and rejoicing out of Chriſt; Þ 
nay, I think, that this world at its prime and perfection, when it 
is come to the top of its excellency, and to the bloom, might be 
bought with an hali-penny ; and that it would ſcarce weigh the worth 
of a drink of water: there is nothing better than to eftezm it our 
crucified idol, that is dead and {lain, as Paul did, Gal. vi. 14. Then 


let pleaſures be crucified, and riches be crucified, and court and J 
| honour be crucified; and ſince the apoſtle faith, the world is cru- 


cified to him, we may put this world to the hang'd man's dcom, 
and to the gallows; and who will give much for a hang'd man? 
and as little ſhould we give for a hang'd and crucified world: yet 
what a ſweet ſmell hath this dead carrion, to many fools in the 
world ? and how many wooers and ſuiters findeth this hang'd car- 
rion ? fools are pulling it off the gallows, and contending for it, 
O when ſhall we learn to be mortified men, and to have our fill of 
thoſe things, that have but their ſhort ſummer quarter of this life! 
If we ſaw our Father's houſe, and that great and fair city, the New 


Jeruſalem, which is up above ſun and moon, we would cry to be 


over the water, and to be carried in Chriſt's arms out of this bor- 
rowed priſon. Grace, grace be with you. ” 
Aberdeen, | Yours in his fweet Lord 
1636. 55 . eit, 8. N. 
TTT 
: 206. Tethe Laird r, CARLETOUN, 
Worthy Sir, . | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : I received your letter, and 
am heartily glad that our Lord hath begun to work for the 


apparent delivery of this poor oppreſſed kirk: O that ſalvation 


would come for Zion! I am for the preſent hanging by hope, Wait. 
ing what my Lord will do with me, and if it will pleaſe my tweet 
Maſter to ſend me amongſt you again, and keep out a hireling from 
my poor people and flock: it were my heaven, till I come home, 
even to ſpend this life in gathering in ſome to Chriſt. I have ſtil 
great heavineſs for my ſilence, and my forced ſtanding idle in the 


market, when this land hath ſuch a plentiful, thick harveſt ; but! 
know his judgments, who hath done it, paſt finding out: | have 


no knowledge to take up the Lord, in all his ſtrange ways and 


_ paſſages of deep and unſcarchable providences ; for the Lord 1s 


before 
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before me, and I am ſo bemiſted, that I cannot follow him: hig 


' behind me, and followiog at the heels, and 1 am not aware of him 
he is above me, but his glory fo dazzleth my twilight of ſhort know- 


ledge, that I cannot look up to him: he is upon my right-hand. 


and { tee him not: he is upon my left hand, and within me, and 
goeth and cometh, and his going and coming are a dream to me : 


he is round about me, and compaſſeth all my goings, and ſtill I have 
him to ſeek : he is every way higher, and deeper, and broader, 


can take up; and therefore I would my heart could be ſilent, and 
{11 down in the learnedly- ignorant wondering at that Lord, whom 


of the higheſt angels, who ſee him face to face, ſeeth not the bor- 


| ders of his infiniteneſs: they apprehend God neac- hand, but they 
cannot comprehend him. And therefore it is my happineſs to look 
afar off, and to come near to the Lord's back parts, and to light 
my dark candle at his brightneſs, and to have leave to ſit and con- 
I: yet 
in the Þ 
little watering and ſprinkling of a withered ſoul, with ſome hal“ 
out breakings and half-out-lookings of the beams, and {mall ra- 
viſhing ſmiles of the faireſt face of a revealed and believed o: 
* God-head: a little of God would make my ſoul bank-full. 
I had but Chrilt's odd oft-failings, that he would let but the mean- 
elt of hislove-rays and love-beams fall from ham, fo as I might ga- 
| ther and carry them with me! I would not be ill to pleaſe with 
\ Chriſt, and vailed viſions of Chrift ; neither would I be dainty in 
| ſecing and enjoying of him: a kits of Chriſt blown over his ſhoulder, 
the parings and crumbs of glory that fall under his table in heaven, 
' aſhowerlike a thin May-miſt of his love would make me green, and 
ſappp, and joyful, till the ſummer-ſun of an eternal glory break 
up. O that I had any thing of Chriſt! O that l had a 6p, or 
| half a drop, out of the hollow of Chriſt's hand, of the ſweetneſs 
and excellency of that lovely One ! O that my Lord Jeſus would 
rue upon me, and give me but the meaneſt alms of felt and believ- 
eld ſalvation ! O how little were it for that iphoite Fountain of 
love and joy, to fill as many thouſand thouſand litile veſſels the 
Uke of me, as there are minutes of hours ſince the creation of God 


tent myſelf with a traveller's light, without the clear viſion of ar. 
enjoyer. I would ſeek no more, till I were in my country, but? 


O that 


find it true, that a poor ſoul finding half a ſmell of the God-head 


| ot Chriſt, hath defires paining and wounding the poor heart fo, 


with longings to be up at him, that make it ſometimes think, were 
it not better never to have felt any thing of Chriit, than thus to 
ly dying twenty deaths, under thefe felt wounds, for the want of 
him! O where is he? O faireſt, where dwelleſt thou? O never- 
enough admired God head, how can clay win up to thee? how can 


creatures of yeſterday be able to enjoy thec! O what pain is it, 
| | that 


5 P p 
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that time and fin ſnould be as ſo many thouſand miles betwixt a 
loved and longed- for Lord, and a dwining and love-ſick foul, who 
would rather than all the world have lodging with Chriſt! O let 

[ this bit love of ours, this inch and halt-ſpan length of heavenly 

0 uh longing, meet with thy infinite love! O it the little I have were 


fwallowed up with the infinitenefs of that excellency which is in 
BW Chriſt! O that we little ones were in at the preateft Lord Jeſus! 
| Our wants ſhould ſoon be ſwallowed up with his fulneſs. Grace, 
Y grace be with you. 

| Aberd. May 10. 1637. Yours in his ye Lord 
| | Fefus, S. R. 
COOLOSODDOSOSOOCCCFIOSOCACEODR EIS 

207. To ROBERT GORDON of Kinuhbres, 


Dear brother, 

'S: Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your letter 
T from Edinburgh. I would not wiſh to fee another heaven, 
while I get mine own heaven, but a new moon like the light ot 
the ſun, and a new ſun like the light of ſeven days ſhining upon 
my poor ſelf, and the church of Jews and Gentiles, and upon my 
wWithered and fun · burnt mother, the church of Scotland, and upon 
[ Her ſfifter-churches England and Ireland; and to have this done, 
| to the ſetting on high our great King: it maketh net, howbeit 1 
were ſeparate from Chrift, and had a ſenſe of ten thouſand years 

'} pain in hell, if this were. O bleſſed nobility ! 0 glorious renown- 
t ed gentry ! O bleſſed were the tribes in this land, to wipe my Lord 
EF: Jetus' weeping face, and to take the ſackcloth off Chrift's loins, 
and to pur his kingly robes upon him O if the Almighty would 

take no leſs wager of me, than my heaven, to have it done! but 

my fears are ſtill for wrath once upon Scotland: but I know 

her day fhall clear up, and glory ſhall be upon the top of the 

mountains, and joy at the noife of the married wife, once again. 

O that our Lord would make us to contend, and plead, and wreſtle 

by prayers and tears, for our Huſband's reſtoring of his forfeited 

heritage in Scotland! Dear brother, I am for the preſent in no 

1mal! battle, betwixt felt guiltineſs, and pining longings and high fe- 

vers for ny Well - beloved's love. Alas ! I think Chriſt's love pla ayeth 
the niggard to me, and I know it is not for ſcarcity of love, there 

is enough in him: but my hunger propheſieth of in-holding and 

ſparingneſs in Chriſt; for I have but little of him, and little of bis 

iweetnels; it is a dear ſummer with me; yet there is ſuch joy, il 

the eagerneſs and working of hunger for Chriſt, that I am often at 

this, that if I had no other heaven, but a continual hunger ior 

} Chriſt, ſuch a heaven of ever-working hunger, were ſtill a heaven 

" to me. I am ſure Chriſt's love cannot be cruel; it muſt be a 

n ruing, a pitiful, a melting hearted love: but ſuſpenſion of Vg 
| | | JV 
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love, I think it half a hell, and the want of it more than a who!- 


hell. When I look to my guiltineſs, I ſee my ſalvation one of ou 


Saviour's greateſt miracles, either in heaven or earth; I am ſure, 


I may defy any man to ſhew me a greater wonder: but ſeeing 


have no wares, no hire, no money for Chriſt, he mult either tak. 
me with want, miſery, corruption, or then want me. O if he 
would be pleaſed to be compaſſionate and pitiful hearted to my 
pining fevers of longing for him; or then give me a real pawn t 
keep, out of his own hand, till God fend a meeting betwixt him 
and me! but I find neither as yet: howbeit he who is abſent b. 
not cruel nor unkind, yet his abſence is cruel and unkind : his love 
is like itſelf; his love is his love; but the covering and the cloud 
the vail and the maſk of his love, is more wiſe than kind, if T dun 
lead no proceſs now againſt the f. 

{penſion and delay of God's love: I would with all my heart fri: 
till a day ten heavens, and the ſweet manifeſtations of his love. 
Certainly I think, I could give Chriſt much on his word: but m 
whole pleading is about intimated and born-in aſlurance of his love 
O! if he would perſuade me of my heart's deſire of his love at al 
he ſhould have the term-day of payment at his own carving. Bu 
I know, reaving unbelief ſpeaketh its pleaſure, while it looketh up- 
on guiltineſs and this body of corruption. O how lothſome an4 
burdenſome is it to carry about a dead corps, this old carrion o. 


corruption! O how ſteadable a thing is a Saviour, to make a ſii 


ner rid of his chains and fetters ! I have now made a new queſtior, 


| whether Chriſt be more to be loved for giving ſanctification, 


for free juſtification ? And I hold he is more and moſt to be love. 
for ſanctification: it is in ſome reſpect greater love in him, to ſanc- 
tify than to juſtify ; for he maketh us moſt like himſelf, in his o 2 
eſſential portraiture and image, in ſanctifying us: juſtification dot! 
but make us happy, which is to be like the angels only: neither 
is it ſuch a miſery, to ly a condemned man, and under untorgivei: 
guiltineſs, as to ſerve ſin, and work the works of the devil“ 
and therefore, I think, ſanctification cannot be bought, it is above 
price. God be thanked for ever, that Chriſt was a told-down 
price for ſanctification. Let a ſinner (if poſſible) ly in hell for 
ever, if he make him truly holy, and let him ly there burning 
love to God, rejoicing in the Holy Ghoſt, hanging upon Chriſt ty 
faith and hope; that is in heaven in the heart and bottom of he“. 
Alas! I find a very thin harveſt here, and few to be ſaved, Grace 
grace be with you. | : | 
Aberd. 1637. Yeurs in his louely and longed for 
Lord Fefus, S. +. 


Pp2 — 208. 
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208. To my Lord CRAIG HALL 
My Lord, 5 i | 
Perſuade myſelf, notwithſtanding of the greatneſs of this temp- 
tation, ye will not let Chriſt want a witneſs of you, to avow 
him before this evil generation. And if ye adviſe with God's 
truth, (the perfect teſtament of Chriſt, that forbiddeth all mens ad- 
ditions to his worſhip) and with the truly learned, and with all the 
ſanctified in this land, and with that warner within you, (that will 
not fail to ſpeak againſt you, in God's name, if ye be not now faſt 
and fixcd for Chriſt) 1 hope then, your Lordſhip will acquit your- 
ſelf as a man of courage for Chriſt, and refuſe to bow your knee ſu- 
perſtitiouſſy and idolatrouſſy to wood or ſtone, or any creature 
whatſoever, I perſuade myſelf, when ye ſhall take good night at 
this world, ye ſhall think it God's truth I now write. Some fear 
your Lordihip have obliged yourſelf io his majeſty by promiſe to 
latisfy his deſire, If it beſo, my dear and worthy Lord, hear me 
for your ſoul's good. Think upon ſwimming aſhore after this 
{hipwreck, and be pleaſed to write your humble apology to his ma- 
Jelty; it may be God give you favour in his eyes. However it be, 
far be it from you to think, a promiſe made out of weakneſs, and 
extorted by the terror of a king, ſhould bind you to wrong your 
Lord Jeſus, But for myſelf, I give no faith to that report, but I 


believe ye ſhall prove faſt to Chriſt : to his grace I recommend 
you. | 


Aberd. July 8. \ Your Lordſhip's at all obedience 
1637. in Chriſt, S. R. 


209. Tomy Lord CRAIGH ALL. 
My Lord, | 

ew mercy and peace be to you, I am not only content, 
| but I exceedingly rejoice, that I find any of the rulers of this 
land, and eſpecially your Lorſhip, ſo to effect Chriſt and his truth, 
as ye dare, for his name, come to yea and nay with monarchs in 
their face. I hope, he -who hath enabled you for thar, will give 
more, if ye ſhew yourſelf couragious, and (as his word ſpeaketh) 
2 man in the ſtreets for the Lord: but pray your Lordſhip, give 

me leave to be plain with you, as one who loveth both your honour 
and your ſoul. I verily believe, there was neyer idolatry at Rome, 


never idolatry condemned in God's word by the prophets, if reli- 
gious kneeling before a conſecrate creature, ſtanding in room of 
_ Chriſt crucified, in that very act, and that for reverence of the ele- 
ments, (as our act cleareth) be not idolatry. Neither will your in- 
tention help, which is not of the eſſence of worſhip; for then 
Aaron, ſaying, To-morrow ſhall be a feaſt for Jehovah; that is, 15 
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the golden calf, ſhould not have been guilty of idolatry; for he 

intended only to decline the laſh of the peoples fury, not to ho- 
nour the calf. Your intention to honour Chriſt is nothing, ſeeing: 
religious kneeling by God's inſtitution doth neceſſarily import re- 


ligious and divine adoration, ſuppoſe our intention were both dead 


and ſleeping ; otherwiſe kneeling before the image of God, direct- 
ing prayer to God, were lawful, if our intention go right. My 
Lord, | cannot in this bounds diſpute; but if Cambridge and Ox- 
ford, and the learning of Britain, will anſwer this argument, and 
the argument from active ſcandal, which your Lordſhip 
ſeemeth to ſtand upon, I will turn a formaliſt, and call myſelf an 
arrant fool, by doing what I have done, in my ſuffering tor this 
truth. I do much reverence Mr. L's learning; but, my Lord, I 


will anſwer what he writes in that, to pervert you from the truth; 


elle repute me, beſide an hypocrite, an als alſo: I hope ye ſhall 


ke ſomething upon that ſubjeR, if the Lord permit, that no ſophi- 
try in Britain ſhall anſwer. Courtiers arguments for the moſt part, 
are drawn from their own ſkin, and are not worth a ftraw for your 


conſcience: a marquis or a king's word, when ye ſtand before 
Chriſt's tribunal, ſhall be lighter than the wind. The Lord 
knoweth, 1 love your true honour, and the the ſtanding of your 
houſe: but I would not, your honour or houſe were eſtabliſhed 


upon ſand, and hay, and ſtubble. But let me, my very dear and 


worthy Lord, moſt humbly beſeech you, by the mercies of God, 
by the confolations of his Spirit, by the dear blood and wounds of 
your lovely Redcemer, by the ſalvation of your ſoul, by your com- 
pearance before the awful face of a fin-revenging and dreadful 


Judge, not to ſet in compariſon together your ſoul's peace, Chriſt's 


love, and his kinp'y honour, now called in queſtion, with your 
place, honour, houſe or eaſe, that an inch of time will make out of 
the way. I verily believe, Chriſt is now begging a teſtimony of 
you; and-is ſaying, And will ye alſo leave me? It is poſſible, the 
wind ſhall not blow ſo fair for you all your life, for coming out and 
appearing before others, to back and countenance Chriſt, the faireſt 
among the ſons of men, the prince of the kings of the earth, Iſa. li. 
7. Fear not thereproach 5f men, neither be afraid ef their revitings. 
Ver. 8. For the mth ſhall eat them up like a garment, and the worm 
| ſhall eat them like wool. When the Lord ſhall begin, he ſhall make 
an end, and mow down his adverfaries; and they thall ly before 
dim like withered hay, and their bloom ſhaken off them. Con- 
ſider how many thouſands in this kingdom ye ſhall cauſe to fall 
and ſtumble, if ye go with them; and that ye ſhall be out of the 


prayers of many who do ſtand before the Lord for you and your 
houſe : and further, when the time of your accounts cometh, and 
your one foot ſhall be within the border of eternity, and the 


eye-ſtrings ſhall break, and the face wax pale, and the poor fon! 
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{hall look out at the windows of the houſe of clay, longing to be 
out, and ye ſhall find yourſelf arraigned before the Judge of quick 
and dead, to anſwer for your putting to your hand with the reſt, 
confederate againſt Chriſt, to the overturning of his ark, and the 
!oofing of the pins of Chriſt's tabernacle in this land, and ſhall cer- 
:rinly ſee yourſelf mired in a courſe of apoſtacy; then, then a 
{-ing's favour and your worm-eaten honour ſhall be miſerable com. 
forters to you. The Lord hath enlightened you with the know. 
i-&ge of his will: and, as the Lord liveth, they lead you and others 
15 a communion with great Babel, the mother of fornications ; 


end God ſaid of old, and continueth to ſay the ſame to you, Come 


out of her my people, leſt ye be partakers of her plagues. Will 
ye then go with them, and ſet up your lip to the whore's golden 
cup, and drink of the wine of the wrath of God Almighty with 
them? O poor hungry honour ! O curſed pleaſure! and O dam- 
nable eaſe, bought with the loſs of God! how many ſhall pray 


{or you! what a ſweet preſence ſhall ye find of Chriſt under your 


{nfterings, if ye ſhall lay down your honours and place at the feet 
of Chriſt ! what fair recompence of reward! I avouch before the 
Lord, that I am now ſhewing you a way, how the houſe of Craig: 
hall may ftand on ſure pillars : if ye will ſet it on rotten pillars, 
ye cruelly wrong your poſterity; ye have the word of a King for 
+5 hundred-fold more in this life (if it be good for you) and for 
die everlaſting alſo. Make not Chriſt a liar, in diſtruſting his 
promiſe. Kings of clay cannot back you when you ſtand before 
him: a ſtraw for them and their hungry heaven, that ſtandeth on 
iis fide of time; a fig for their days-imile of a worm. Conſider 
who have gone before you to eternity, and would have given a 
world for a new occaſion of avouching that truth: it is true, they 
call it not fubſtantial, and we are made a {corn to thoſe that are at 
cafe, for ſuffering theſe things for it; but it is not time to judge of 
our lofles by the morning; {tay till the evening, and we ſhall count 
with the beſt of them. I have found by experience, ſince the time 
of my impriſonment (my witneſs is above) Chriſt ſealing this ho- 
nourable cauſe with another, and a nearer fellowſhip than ever! 
new before; and let God weigh me in an even balance in this, if 
{ wouid exchange the croſs of Chritt, or his truth, with the four- 
en prelacies, or what elſe a king can give. My dear Lord, ven- 
tire to take the wind on your face for Chriſt ; I believe, if he 
fonld come from heaven in his own perſon, and ſeek the charters 
1 Craighall from you, and a diſmiſſion of your place, and ye ſaw 
+ face, ye would fall down at his feet, and ſay, Lord Jelus, it is too 
little tor thee. | 
4:4inft him: I dare go to eternity with it, that this day the honour 
„Hur royal Law-giver and King, in the government of his own 
tree kingdom (who ſhould pay tribute to no dying king) is the 

true 
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If any man think it not a truth to die for, I am a- 
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rue ſtate of the queſtion, My Lord, be ye upon Chriſt's fide | 


of it, and take the word of a poor priſoner, nay the Lord Jeſus 
be Surety for it, ye have incomparably made the wileſt choice : 


for my own part, I have been in this priſon, that I would be halt 


aſhamed to ſeek more till I be up at the Well- head. Few know 
in this world the ſweetneſs of Chriſt's breath, the excellency of 


his love, which hath neither brim nor bottom: the world hath 


raiſed a ſlander upon the croſs of Chriſt, becauſe they love to go 
to heaven by dry- land, and love not ſea-{torms ; but I write it un- 
der my hand, (and would ſay more, if poſſibly a reader would not 
deem it hypocriſy) my obligation to Chriſt for the ſmell of his gar- 
ments, for his love-kiſſes, theſe thirty weeks, ſtandeth fo great, 
that I ſhould, and I deſire alſo to chooſe to ſuſpend my ſalvation, 
to have many tongues looſed in my behalf to praiſe him; and ſup- 
poſe in perſon I never entered within the gates of the New Jeruſa- 
lem. yet ſo being Chriſt may be ſet on high, and I had the liberty 
to caſt in love and praiſes for ever over the wall to Chriſt, I 
would be filent and content. But O he is more than my narrow 
praiſes ! O time, time, flee ſwiftly, that our communion with Je- 
ſus may be perfected! I wiſh your Lordſhip would urge Mr. L. 


bo give his mind in the ceremonies, and be pleaſed to let me ſce it 


as quickly as can be, and it ſhall be anſwered, To his rich grace 
I recommend your Lordihip, and ſhall remain . 


Aberd. July 8. Yours at à l refpeftrve cbedience 
1637. 5 in Chriſt, S. R. 


D OO CCC Cc CXZX>SGQODODDO 
210 To the Lady CULROSS. 
Madam, 5 | Ir 
Our letter came in due time to me, now a priſoner of Chrift, 
4 and in bonds for the goſpel. I am ſentenced with depriva- 
tion, and confinement within the town of Aberdeen : but oh my 
gulltineſs, the follies of my youth, the neglects in my calling, aud 
eſpecially in not ſpeaking more for the kingdom, crown and ſcep- 
| tre of my royal and priucely King Jeſus, do fo ſtare me in the tacc, 
that I apprehend anger in that which is a crown of rejoicing to the 


dear faints of God! This, before my compearance (which was three 


ſeveral days) did trouble me, and burdeneth me more now; how 
beit Chriſt, and, in him God reconciled; met me with open arms, 
and tryſted me, preciſely at the entry of the door of the Chancci- 
lor's hall, and aſſiſted me to anſwer ſo, as the advantage that is, is 


not theirs, but Chriſt's. Alas! that is no cauſe af wondering, 


that I am thus borne down with challenges; for the world hath 
miſtaken me, and no man knoweth what guiltineſs is in me, ſo well 
as theſe two (who keep my eyes now waking, and my heart heavy) 
I mcan, my keart and conſcience, aud my Lord, who is greater 

| 0 nA 
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than my heart. Shew your brother, that I deſire him, white: he 
is cn the watch tower, to plead with his mother, and to plead with 
this land, and ſpare not to cry, for my ſweet Lord Jeſus his fair 
crown, that the interdicted and forbidden lords are plucking off 
his royal head. If I were free of challenges and a high commiſſi. 
on within my ſoul, I would not give a ſtraw to go to my Father's 
houſe, through ten deaths, for the truth and cauſe of my lovely, 
,ovely One Jefus ! but I walk in heavineſs now. If ye love me, 
and Chriſt in me, my dear Lady, pray, pray for this only, that by. 
gones betwixt my Lord and me may be bygones ; and that he would 
paſs from the ſummons of high commiſſion, and ſeek nothing from 
me, but what he will do for me, and work in me. 
0p knew me, as I do myſelf, ye would ſay, Poor ſoul, no marvel. 
is not my apprehenſion that createth this croſs to me; it is too 
real, and hath fad and certain grounds. But I will not believe that 
God will take this advantage of me when my back is at the 
wall: he who forbiddeth to add aflition to affliction, will he do 
ir himfelf ? why ſhould he purſue a dry leaf and ſtubble ? Deſire 
tim to ſpare me now. Alſo the memory of the fair feaſt-days 
that Chriſt and I had in his banqueting-houſe of wine, and the 
ſcattered flock, once committed to me, and now taken off my hand 
by himſelf, becaute J was not fo faithful in the end, as I was in 
the firſt two years of my entry, when ſleep departed from my eyes, 
becauſe my foul was taken up with a care for Chriſt's lambs, even 
theſe add forrow to my ſorrow. Now my Lord hath only given 
rae this to ſay, and I,write it under mine own hand, (be ye the 
Lord's ſervant's witneſs) welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet croſs of 
Chriſt : welcome, fair, fair, Jovely, royal King, with thine own 
croſs : let us all three go to heaven together. Neither care I much 
to go from the South of Scotland to the North; and to be Chriſt's 
priſoner amongſt uncouth faces; a place of this kingdom, which l 
have little reaſon to be in love with. 1 know, Chriſt ſhall make 
Aberdeen my garden of delights. 
122d ſhall eat Ezekiel's book, that is written within and without, 
_ Lamentation, and mourning, and woe, Ezek. ii 10. but the faints 
{all get a drink of the well, that goeth through the ſtreets of the 
new Jeruſalem, to put it down. Thus, hoping ye will think 
apon the poor priſoner of Chriſt, I pray, Grace, grace be with you, 
Edin. July 30. Your Ladyſhip's in his fwcet 
i 036, Lord peſus, S. R. 


FF.... 
211. 75 ALEXANDER GORDON of Earlſtoun. 


Much horured Sir, 
1 Find ſinall hopes of Q's buſineſs. 


Gay tc go on to Aberdeen: the Lord is 8 me, I care ba 
| W Jat | 


If your Lady. 


I am fully perſuaded that Scot- 
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what man can do. I burden no man* and I want nothing; no kin 


is better provided than I am : ſweet, ſweet and eaſy is the croſs »f 
my Lord; all men I look in the face (of whatſoever rank, noblas 
and poor, acquaintance and ſtrangers) are friendly to me. My 
Well-beloved is ſome kinder and more warmly than ordinary, and 
cometh and viſiteth my foul: my chains are over gilded with gold. 
Only the remembrance of my fair days with Chriſt in Anwoth, 2:4 
of my dear flock (whoſe caſe is my heart's ſorrow) is vinegar to 
my ſugared wine; yet both ſweet and four feed my ſoul. No 
pen, no words, no engine can expreſs to you the lovelineſs of m5 
only, only Lord Jefus. Thus in haſte, making for my palace -+ 
Aberdeen, I bleſs you, your wife, your eldeſt ſon and other ci. 
dren. Grace, prace be with you. | 
Edin. Sept. 5. Yours in his only, only Lo. 
1636 | 1 , 0; R 
S S NODE Ob DO e e e now Wea pw. 


212. 79 ROBERT GORDON & Kniclbrex, 


My deareft brother, 
See Chritt thinketh ſhame {if I may ſpeak fo) to be in ſuch » 
poor man's common as mine. I burden no man; I want na- 
thing; no face hath gloomed upon me ſince I left you: G03 
| ſan and fair weather conveyeth me to my time paradiſe in A 3-1 
deen; Chriſt hath ſo handſomely fitted for my ſhoulders 1:;;- 
rough tree of the croſs, as that it hurteth me no ways. My 
| ſure is up in Chriſt's coffers; my comforts are greater than ye can 
| believe; my pen ſhall ly, for penury of words to write of tc, 
| God knoweth, I am filled with the joy of the Holy Ghoſt. (iy 
the memory of you, my deareſt in the Lord, my flock and ot 
| keepeth me under, and from being exalted above meaſure: Ch 
ſweet ſauce hath this four mixed with it; but O ſuch a ſweet an. 
pleaſant taſte ! 1 find ſmall hopes of Q's matter. Thus in haste. 
| Remember me to your wite, and to William Gordon. Grac:: = 


ns  W2. < 


Edin. Sept. 5. Yours in his only, only Lor“ 
1636. | Fes, 8. R. 
. . ] . ] . dt AS 
213. Tomy Lord LOW DON. 


Right honourable and my very worthy Lord, 

| F Race, mercy and peace be to you: hearing of your Lord 
zeal and courage for Chriſt our Lord, in owning his bo = 

able cauſe, I am bold (and I plead pardon for it) to ſpeak in rpc; 
by a line or two to your Lordſhip, (ſince 1 have not acces 2. y ©- 
ther way) beſeeching your Lordſhip, by the mercies of God, ud 
by the everlaſting peace of you 
% 24 


2 


r ſoul, and by the tears and prayers 


Tf 
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of our mother church, to go on as ye have worthily begun, in 
purging of the Lord's houſe in this land, and plucking down the 
ſticks of Antichriſt's filthy neſt, this wretched prelacy, and that 
black kingdom, whoſe wicked aims have ever been, and ſtill are, 
to make this fat world the only compaſs they would have Chriſt 
and religion to ſail by; and to mount up the man of fin, their 
god-father the pope of Rome, upon the higheſt ſtair of Chriſt's 
throne, and to make a velvet-church, (in regard of parliament gran- 
deur and worldly pomp, whereof always their ſtinking breath 
fmeileth) and put Chriſt and truth in ſackcloth and priſon ; and to 
ear the bread of adverſity, and drink the water of affliction : half 
an eye of any, not miſted with the darkneſs of Antichriſtian fmoke, 
may ſee it thus in this land; and now our Lord hath begun to a. 
waken the nobles and others, to plead for borne- down Chrift, and 
bis weeping goſpel. My dear and noble Lord, the eye of Chriſt 
is upon you; the eyes of many noble, many holy, many learned 
and worthy ones, in our neighbour churches about are upon you, 
This poor church, your mother and Chriſt's fpoute, is holding up 
her hands and heart to God for you, and doth befeech you, with 
tears, to plead for her Hutband, his kingly ſceptre, and for the li- 
berties that her Lord and King hath given to her, as to a free king. 
dom, that oweth ſpiritual tribute to none on earth, as being the 
free-born princeſs and daughter to the King of kings. This is a 
cauſe that before God, his angels, the world, before ſun and moon, 
needeth not to bluſh. O what glory and true honour is it, to lend 
Chriſt your hand and ſervice, and to be amongft the repairers of 
the breaches of Zion's walls, and to help to build the old waſte 
places, and ftretch forth the curtains, and ſtrengthen the ſtakes of 
_ Chrift's tent in this land! O blefled are they, who, when Chriſt ig 
driven away, will bring him back again, and lend him lodging! 
and bleſſed are ye of the Lord! your name and honour fhall ne. 
ver rot nor wither in heaven (at leaft) if ye deliver the Lord's 
ſheep, that have been ſcattered in the dark and cloudy day, out of 
the hands of ſtrange Lords and hirelings, who with rigour and cruel- 
ty have eanſed them to cat the paſtures trodden upon with 
their foul feet, and to drink muddy water, and who have {pun out 
ſuch a world of yards of inditferencies in God's worſhip, to mare 
and weave a web for the Antichriſt, (that ſhall not Keep any from 
the cold) as they mind nothing elſe, but that by the bringing in 
of the pope's foul tail firſt upon us, (their wretched and beggarly 
ceremonies) that they may thruſt in after them the Antichrilt's legs 
and thighs, and his belly, head and ſhoulders; and then cry down 


Chriſt and the goſpel, and up the merchandiſe and wares of the 


great whore. Fear not, my worthy Lord, to give yourfelf, and 
all ye have, out for Chriſt and his goſpel: no man dare ſay, ho- 


ever did thus hazard for Chriſt, that Chriſt paid him not his 2 
BE A4. 
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dred-fold in this life, duly, and in the life to come, life everlaiting- 
This is his own truth ye now plead for; for God and man cannot 
but commend you, to beg juſtice from a juſt prince for oppreſſed 
Chriſt ; and to plead that Chriſt, who is the king's Lord, may be 
heard in a free court to ſpeak for himſelf, when the ſtanding and 


eſtabliſhed laws of our nation can ſtrongly plead for Chriſt's crown 


in the pulpits, and his chair, as Law-piver in the free government 
of his own houſe : but Chriſt ſhall never be content and pleaſed 
with ti.is land, neither ſhall his hot fiery indignation be turned a- 
way, ſo long as the prelate (the man that lay in Antichriſt's foul 
womb, and the Antichriſt's Lord bailiff ) ſhall fit Lord-carver, in 
the Lord Jeſus his courts: the prelate is both the egg and the neſt 
to cleck and bring forth popery : plead therefore in Chriſt's behalf, 
for the plucking down of the neſt, and cruſhing of the egg; and 
let Chriſt's kingly office ſuffer no more unworthy indignities. Be 
valiant for your royal King Jeſus; contend for him: your adver- 


ſaries ſhall be moth- eaten worms, and ſhall die as men. Chriſt and 


his honour now lieth upon your ſhoulders, let him not fall to the 
ground: caſt your eye upon him, who is quickly coming to decide 


| all the controverſies in Zion; and remember, the ſand in your 
night-glaſs will run out: time with wings will flee away, eternity 


is hard upon you; and what will Chriſt's love-{miles, and the light 


of his lovely and ſoul-delighting countenance be to you in that 


day, when God ſhall take up in his right-hand this little lodge of 
heaven, (like as a ſhepherd lifteth up his little tent) and fold toge- 
ther the two leaves of this tent, and put the earth and all the ple- 
| niſhing of it into a fire, and turn this clay-idol, the god of Adam's 
ſons, into ſmoke and white aſhes ! O! what hire, and how many 
| worlds would many then give, to have a favourable decreet of the 


Judge? or what moneys would they not give, to buy a mountain, 


| to be a grave above both foul and body, to hide them from the 
awſome looks of an angry Lord and Judge? 1 hope, your Lord- 
| ſhip thinketh upon this, and that ye mind loyalty to Chriſt, and to 
| the king both. Now the very God of peace, the only wiſe God, 
eſtabliſn and ſtrengthen you upon the Rock laid in Zion, 
| Aberd. Jan. 4. 1638. Your Lordiſbip's at all obedienge 


21 4. To a Criſtian Gentlewaman.. 


Miſir eſs „ | CCR i 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you. Though not acquainted, 
| yet, at the deſire of a Chriſtian brother, I thought good to 
write a line unto you, intreating you in the Lord Jeſus, under 
your trials, to keep an car open to Chriſt, who can ſpeak tor him- 
lf, howbeit your viſitations, and your own ſenſe, ſhould dream 


Qqz2 hard 
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hard things of his love and favour. Our Lord never getteth ſo 
kind a look of us, nor our love in ſuch a degree, nor our faith in 
ſuch a meaſure of ſted faſtneſs, as he getteth out of the furnace of 


our tempting fears and ſharp trials. I verily believe (and too ſad 


proofs in me ſay no leſs) that if our Lord would grind our Whoriſh 
luſt in powder, the very old aſhes of our corruption ſhould take 
lite again, and live, and hold us under ſo much bondage, that may 


humble us, and make us ſag, till we be in that country where we 


ſhall need no phyſic at all. O what violent means doth our Lord 
uſe to gain us to him, as if indeed we were a prize worthy bis 
_ fighting for! And be ſure, if leading would do the turn, he would 

not uſe pulling of the hair and drawing : but the beſt of us will bide 
a ſtrong pull of our Lord's right-arm, ere we follow him. Vet! 
ſay not this, as if our Lord always meaſured afflictions by ſo many 
ounce-weights, anſwerable to the grain-weights of our puiltineſs : 
I know he doth in many (and poſſibly in you) ſeek nothing ſo much 
as faith, that can endure ſummer and winter in their extremity, O 
how precious to the Lord is faith and love, that when threſhed, 
beaten, and chaſed away, and boaſted (as it were) by God himſelf, 
doth yet look warm-like, love-like, kind like, and life-like home 


over to Chriſt, and would be in at him, ill and well as it may be!! 


Think not much, that your huſband, or the neareſt to you in the 
world, proveth to have the bowels and mercy of the oſtrich, hard 
and rigorous and cruel; for Pſal. xxvii. 10. the Lord taketh up 
{ſuch fallen ones as theſe, I could not wiſh a more {ſweet life, nor 
more ſatisfying expreſſions of kindneſs, till I be up at that Prince of 
kindneſs, than the Lord's ſaints find, when the Lord taketh up men's 

retuſe, and Jodgeth this world's outlaws, whom no man ſecketh af- 
ter. His breath is never ſo hot, .his love caſteth never ſuch a 
flame, as when this world, and thoſe who ſhould be the helpers of 
our joy, caſt water on our coal, It is a ſweet thing to ſee them 
caſt out, and God take in; and to ſee them throw us away, as the 
refuſe of men, and God take us up as his jewels and his treaſure, 
Often he maketh gold of droſs, as once he made the caſt- away ſtone, 
the Stone rejected by the builders, the Head of the corner. The 
Princes of this world would not have our Lord Jeſus a pinning in 
the wall, or to have any place in the building; but the Lord made 
him the Maſter-ſtone of power and place. God be thanked, that 
this world hath not power to cry us down ſo many pounds, as rul- 
ers cry down light gold, or light filyer ; we ſhall ſtand for as much 
as our Maſter coiner Chriſt, whoſe coin, arms, and ſtamp we bear, 
will have us: Chriſt hath no miſcarrying balance. Thank your 
Lord, who chaſeth your love through two kingdoms, and follow- 
eth you and it over ſea, to have you for himſelf, as he ſpeaketh, 
Hoſ. iii. For God layeth up his ſaints, as the wail and the choice 
of all the world, for himſelf ; and this is like Chriſt and his 3 
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O what, in heaven or out of hen is comparable to the ſmell of 
Chriſt's garments ! Nay, ſuppole our Lord would maniteſt Eis art, 
and make ten thouſand heavens of good and glorious things, and 
of new joys, deviſed out of the deep of infinite Wiſdom, he could 
not make the like of Chriſt ; for Chriſt is God, and God cannot be 
made: and therefore let us gold us with Chriſt, howbeit we might { 
have our wail and will of an hoſt of lovers, as many as three hea- iti 
rens could contain: O that he and we were together! O! when 1 
Chriſt and ye ſhall meet about the outmoſt march and borders of 1 
time, and the entry into eternity, ye ſhall fee heaven in his face at fl | 
the firſt look, and falvation and glory ſitting in his countenance, 
and betwixt his eyes. Faint not: the miles to heaven are but | | 
few and ſhort; he is making a green bed (as the word ſpeaketh, WW 
Cant, i.) of love, for himſelf and you: there are many heads lying by 
in Chriſt's boſom, but there is room for yours among the reſt : 1 
and therefore go on, and let hope go before you. Sin not in your i 
| trials, and the victory is yours. Pray, wreſtle and believe, and e 
| hull overcome and prevail with God, as Jacob did: no windle- | 9 
ſtraws, no bits of clay, no temptations, which are of no longer life | 
chan an hour, will then be able to withſtand you, when once ye 1 
WM have pievailed with God. Help me with your prayers, that it 0 
would pleaſe the Lord to give me houſe- room again, to ſpeak of | | 
WM his righteouſneſs in the great congregation, it it may ſeem good in i 
his fight. Grace, grace be with you. | | 
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„„ 
SECOND PART. 
CONTAINING 


Some LET T ERS of the ſame Author, from An- 
WOTH, before his Confinement at ABERDEEN; 


and others from St. ANDRE WS, LoNDoN, &c. 


after his Enlargement. 


; 1. To the Viſcounteſs f K EN M U RE. 
Madam, 5 


L dutiful obedience in the Lord remembered: I have heard 
of your Ladyſhip's infirmity and ſickneſs, with grief; yet! 
*ruſt ye have learned to ſay, It is the Lord, let him ds whatfever 
Feemeth good in his eyes. It is now many years ſince the apoſtate 
angels made a queſtion, whether their will or the will of their 
{reater ſhould be done; and ſince that time, froward mankind 
hath always in that ſame ſuit of law compeared to plead with 
them againft God, in daily repining againſt his will: but the Lord, 
being both party and judge, hath obtained a decrect, and faith, Iſa. 
vi. 10. My counſel ſhall land, and I will de all my pleaſure. It 
then beſt for us, in the obedience of faith, and in an holy ſub- 
miſſion, to give that to God, which the law of his Almighty and 
jaſt power will have of us. Therefore, Madam, your Lord willeth 
you, in all ſtates of life, to ſay, Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven: and herein ſhall ye have comfort, that he who ſeeth per- 
tectly through all your evils, and knoweth the frame and conſtitn- 
tion of your nature, and what is moſt healthfal for your ſoul, hold- 
eth every cup of affliction to your head, with his own gracious 
and. Never believe, that your tender-hearted Saviour, who 
noweth the ſtrength of your ſtomach, will mix that cup with one 
rachm- weight of poiſon. Drink then the patience of the 
{wnts; and the God of patience bleſs your phyſic. I have heard 
your Ladyſhip complain of deadneſs, and want of the beſtirring 
power of the life of God; but courage; he who walked in the 
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Epilt. 1. LETTERS. 1, 
garden, and made a noiſe, that made Adam hear his vdice, will alſo 
at ſometimes walk in your ſoul, and made you hear a more ſweer 
word: yet ye will not always hear the noiſe and the din of his 
feet, when he walketh. Ye are ar ſuch a time like Jacob mourn- 
ing at the ſuppoſed death of Joſeph, when Joſeph was living. The 
new creature, the image of the ſecond Adam, is living in you; 
and yet ye are mourning at the ſuppyſed death of the life of Chriſt | 

in you. Ephraim is bemoaning and mourning, Jer. xxxi. 18. when 

he thinketh God is far off and hearcth not; and yet God is like 
the Bridegroom, Cant. ii. ſtanding only behind a thin wall, and 
laying to his ear; for he ſaith himſelf, ver. 18. [have furely heard 
Ephraim bemcaning himſelf. I have good confidence, Madam, 
mat Chriſt Jeſus, whom your ſoul through foreſts and mountains 
is ſeeking, is within you: and yet I ſpeak not this, to lay a pillow 
under your head, or to diſſuade you from an holy fear of the loſs 
of your Chriſt, or of provoking and ſtirring up of the Beloved be- 
fore he pleaſe, by ſin. I know, in ſpiritual confidence, the devil 
will come in, as in all other good works, and cry, Half mine; and 
ſo endeavour to bring you under a fearful ſlee p, till he whom your i} 
foul loveth be departed from the door, and have left off knocking ; 1 
and therefore, here the Spirit of God muſt hold your ſoul's feet in | i 
the golden mid-line, betwixt confident reſting in thearms of Chriſt, — 44 
and preſumptuous and drouly ſleeping in the bed of fleſhly ſecuri- 1 

| ty. Therefore, worthy Lady, fo count little of yourſelf, becauſe 

of your own wretchedneſs and ſinful drouſineſs, that ye count not 
alſo little of God in the courſe of his unchangeable mercy: for 
there be many Chriſtians, moſt like unto young ſailors, who think the 441 o 
ſhore and the whole land doth move, when the {hip and they them- i 
{elves are moved; juſt ſo, not a few do imagine that God moveth, WF; 
and faileth, and changeth places, becauſe their giddy fouls are un- | | | 
der {ail, and ſubject to alteration, to ebb ng and flowing; but the kt ih 
foundation of the Lord abideth ſure. God knoweth, that ye are 


his own: wreſtle, fight, go forward, watch, fear, believe, pray: 
and then ye have all the infallible ſymptoms of one of the elect of 
Chriſt within you. Ye have now, Madam, a ſickueſs before you; 
and alſo after that, a death: gather then now tood for the journey, |! 
God give you eyes to ſee through ſickneſs and death, and to fee Ill 
ſomething beyond death. I doubt not, but if hell were betwixt | | 
you and Chriſt, as a river which ye behoved to crots, ere ye could | 
come at him, but ye would willingly put in your foot, and make 
through, to be at him, upon hope that he would come in himſelt It 
in the deepeſt of the river, and lend you his hand. Now [ believe, (FI 
your hell is dried up, and ye have only theſe two ſhallow brooks, 1 
ſickneſs aad death, to paſs through; and ye have allo a promiſe, | 
that Chriſt ſhall do more than meet you, even that he (hall come +18 
himſelf and go with you foot for foot, yea, and bear you in his - [1-8 
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arma. O then! © then, for the joy that is ſet before you, for the 
love of the man (who is alſo God over all, bleſſed for ever) that is 
{tanding upon the ſhore to welcome you, run your race with pa- 
tience. The Lord go with you. Your Lord will not have you, 
mor any of his ſervants, to exchange for the worſe. Death in it- 
ſelf includeth both the death of the ſoul, and the death of the bo- 
dy; but to God's children the bounds and the limits of death are 
abridged, and drawn into a more narrow compaſs : ſo that when 
ye die, a piece of death ſhall only ſeize upon you, or the leaſt part 
of you ſhall die, and that is the diſſolution of the body; for in 
Chriſt ye are delivered from the ſecond death: ard therefore, as 
one born of God, commit not ſin, (although ye cannot live and not 
in) and that ſerpent ſhall but eat your earthly part. As for your 
foul, it is above the law of death: bur it is fearful and dangerons, 
to be a debtor and ſervant to fin; for the count of fin ye will not 
be able to make good before God, except Chriſt both count and 
ay for you. I truſt alſo, Madam, that ye will be careful to pre- 
j-nt to the Lord the preſent eſtate of this decaying kirk; for, what 
{hall be concluded in parliament anent her, the Lord knoweth: 
ſure I am, the decree of a moſt fearful parliament in heaven is at 
the very point of coming forth, becauſe of the fins of the land; for 
we have caſt away the law of the Lord, and deſpiſed the words of the 
holy One of Ijrael, Iſa. v. 24. Judgment is turned away backward, 
and juſtice ſtandeth afar off ; truth is fallen in the flreets, aud equity 
cannot enter, Iſa. lix. 14. Lo, the prophet, as if he had ſeen us 
and our kirk, reſembleth juſtice to be handled as an enemy, holden 
2ut at the ports of our city, fois ſhe baniſhed ; and truth to a per- 
ſon ſickly and diſeaſed, fallen down in a deadly ſwooning fit, in the 
ſtreets, before he can come to an houſe. The prieſts have catiſed 
many to fiumble at the law, and have corrupted the covenant of Levi, 
Mal. ul. 8. But what will they ds in the end? Jer. v. 31. There- 
fore give the Lord no reſt for Zion. Stir up your huſband, your 
brother, and all with whom ye are in favour and credit. to ſtand 
upon the Lord's fide, againſt Baal. I have good hope, your hul- 
band loveth the peace and proſperity of Zion: the peace of God be 
upon him, for his intended courſes, auent the eſtabliliment of a pow- 
ertul miniſtry in this land. Thus, not willing to weary your Lady- 
hip farther, I commend you, now and always, to the grace and 
mercy of that God, whois able to keep you, that ye fall not, The 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. : 
Anwoth, July 27. Your Ladyſbip's ſervant at all dutiful 
; 1628. ebedience in Chriſt, S. R. 
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2. To the Pariſhioners f KI LMACOLME. 
Worthy and well-beloved in Chriſt Jeſus cur Lord, 


A Race, mercy and peace be to you. Your letters could not 
G come to my hand in a greater throng of buſineſs, that I am 
now preſſed with at this time, when our kirk requireth the public 


help of us all ; yet I cannot but anſwer the heads of both your let- 


ters, with proviſion that ye chaſe, after this, a fitter time for writ- 


ing. 1, I would not have you pitch upon me, as the man able 
by letters 10 anſwer doubts of this kind, while there are in your 
bounds men of ſuch great parts, moſt able for this work, I know 
the beſt are unable; yet it pleaſeth that Spirit of Jeſus, to blow his 
ſweet wind through a piece dry flick, that the empty reed may 
keep no glory to itſelf ; but a miniſter can make no ſuch wind as 
this to blow, he is ſcarce able to lend ita paſſage 10 blow through 
him. 2. Know that the wind of this Spirit hath a time, when it 
bloweth ſharp, and pierceth ſo ſtrongly, that it would blow through 
an iron door; and this is commonly rather under ſuffering for 
Chriſt, than at any other time. Sick children get of Chrilt's 
pleaſant things, to play them withal, becauſe Jeſus is moſt tender 
of the ſufferer, for he was a ſufferer himſelf. O if I had but the 
leavings and the drawing of the by-board of a ſufferer's table! But 
leave this to anſwer yours. Firſt, Ye write, That God's vows 
are lying on you; and ſecurity ſtrong, and ſib to nature, ſtealing 
on you who are weak. I anſwer, 1. Till we be in heaven, the 
| beſt have heavy heads, as is evident, Cant. v. 1. Pfal. xxx. 6. Job 
xxix. 18. Matth. xxvi. 33. Nature is a ſluggard, and Joveth not 
the labour of religion; therefore reſt ſhould not be taken, till we 

know the diſeaſe be over, and in the way of turning, and that it is 
| like a fever paſt the cool: and the quictneſs and calms of the faith 
of victory over corruption, would be entertained in the place o- 


ſecurity ; ſo that if I {leep, I would deſire to ſleep faith's ſleep in 


Chriſt's boſom. 2. Know alſo, none that ſleep found can ſeriou{- 


ly complain of ſleepineſs; ſorrow for a {lumbering foul, is a token 


of ſome watchfulneſs of ſpirit : but this is ſoon turned into wan- 
tonnels, (as grace in us too often is abuſed) therefore our walking 
muſt be watched over, elſe ſleep will even grow out of watching; 
and there is as much need to watch over grace, as to watch over 
lin: full men will ſoon fleep, and ſooner than hungry men. 3. 
For your weakneſs to keep off ſecurity, that like a thiet ftealeth up- 
on you, I would ſay two things: (1.) To want complaints of 
weakneſs, is for heaven, and angels that never tinned, not for 


Chriſtians in Chriſt's camp on earth: I think our weakneſs maketh 


us the church of the redeemed ones, and Chriſt's field that the 
Mediator ſhould labour in. It there were no diſeaſes on earth, 
there needed no phyſicians on earth. If Chriſt had cried down 

| R x weaknel: 
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weakneſs, he might have cried down his own calling; but weak- 
neſs is our Mediator's world: fin is Chriſt's only, only fair and mar- 
ket. No man ſhould rejoice at weakneſs and diſeaſes; but 1 think, 
we may have a fort of gladneſs at boils and ſores, becauſe, without 
them, Chriſt's fingers, as a ſlain Lord, ſhould never have touched 
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our ſkin. I dare not thank myſelf, but I dare thank God's depth 
of wiſe providence, that I have an errand in me, while I live, for 
Chriſt to come and viſit me, and bring with him his drugs and his 
balm. O how fweet is it, for a ſinner to put his weakneſs in Chriſt's 
ſtrengthening hand, and to father a ſick foul upon ſuch a Phyſician, 
and to lay weakneſs before him, to weep upon him, and to plead 
and pray! Weakneſs can ſpeak and cry, when we have not a tongue, 
Ez#k. xvi. 6. And when I paſſed by thee, and faw thee polluted in 
thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy blood, Live. 
The kirk could not ſpeak one word to Chriſt then ; but blood and 
guiltineſs out of meaſure fpake, and drew out of Chrilt pity, 
and a word of life and love. (2.) For weaknefs, we have it, that 
we may employ Chriſt's ſtrength becauſe of our weakneſs : weak- 
neſs is to make us the ſtrongeſt things ; that is, when having no 
ſtrength of our own, we are carried upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, and 
walk (as it were) upon his legs: if our ſinful weakneſs ſwell up to 

the clouds, Chriſt's ftrength will ſwell up to the ſun, and far above 
the heaven of heavens. 24ly, Ye tell me, That there is need of 

counfel for ſtrengthening of new beginners. I can fay little to 
that, who am not well begun myfelf ; but I know, honeſt begin- 
ninygs are nouriſhed by him, even by lovely Jeſus, who never yet 
put out a poor man's dim candle, who is wreſfling betwix: light 
and darkneſs. I am ſure, if new beginners would urge themſelves 
upon Chrift, and preſs their ſouls upon him, and importune him 
for a draught of his ſweet love, they could not come wrong to Chriſt: 
come once in upon the right nick and ſtep of his lovely love, and! 
defy you to pet free of him again: if any beginners fall off Chriſt 
apain, and miſs him, they never lighted upon Chriſt as Chriſt ; it 
was but an idol, like Jeſus, they took for him. 3, Whereas ye 
complain of a dead miniſtry in your bounds: ye are to remember 
that the Bible among you is the contract of marriage; and the 
manner of Chriſt's conveying his love to your heart is not ſo abſo- 
lutely dependent upon even lively preaching as that there is no con- 
verſion at all, no lite of God, but that that is tied to a man's lips; 

the daughters of Jeruſalem have done often that which the watch: 

men could not do. Make Chriſt your miniſter, he can woo a ſoul 

at a dyke-ſide in the field; he needeth not us, howbeit the flock 

be obliged to feek him in the ſhepherds tents. Hunger of Chriſt's 
making may thrive, even under ſtewards who mind not the feed- 
ing of the flock. O bleſſed foul, that can leap over a man and 
look above a pulpit up to Chiilt, who can preach home 1 the 
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heart, howbeit we were all dead and rotten! gthly, So to com- 114 
plain of yourſelf, as to juſtify God, is right; providing ye juſtify - ma 
his Spirit in yourſelf; for men ſeldom advocate againſt Satan 1 
work and ſin in themſelves, but againſt God's work in themſclves Hy 
{me of the people of God ſlander God's grace in their fouls, s | 194 
ſome wretches uſed to do, who complain and murmur of want; 
have nothing (ſay they) all is gone, the ground yieldeth but weeds 
and windleſtraws; when as their fat harveſt, and their money c 1 
bank maketh them liars. But for myſelf, alas! I think it is no. 17 
my ſin, I have ſcarce wit to ſin this lin: but I adviſe you to ſpea 1 | 
good of Chriſt for his beauty and ſweetneſs, and ſpeak good of him 1 
tor his grace to yourſelves. 5thly, Light remaineth, ye ſay, bur 4&4 
| ye cannot attain to painfulneſs. See if this complaint be not book- 1 
ed in the New Teſtament: and the place, Rom. vii. 18. is like this, 1 | ; 
7; will is preſent with me, but p to perform that which is good 1 13 
Inu not. But every one hath not Paul's ſpirit in complaining: 
for often in us complaining is but an humble back-biting and tra- 
ducing of Chriſt's new work in the foul. But for the matter o 
the complaint, I would ſay, the light of glory is perfectly obeyed i. 
loring, and praifing, and rejoicing, and reſting in a ſeen and know! 
| Lord: but that light is not hereaway in any clay-body; for, whi'- 
we are here, light is in the moſt part broader and longer than on: 
narrow and feckleſs obedience: but if there be light, with a fair e, ol 
| train and a great back, I mean, armies of challenging thoughts, and 1 
ſorrow for coming ſhort of performance in what we know and 1 
| ought to be performed, then that ſorrow for not doing is accepted 
| of our Lord for doing: our honeſt ſorrow and ſincere aims, top -- 1 
| ther with Chriſt's interceſſion, pleading that God would welcome _ Ul 
| that which we have, and forgive what we have not, mult be our | gut 
| life, till we be over the bound-road, and in the other country, | 
where the law will get a pei fect foul. 6thly, Io Chriſt's abſence, "iy 
there is (as ye write) a Willingneſs to uſe means, but heavineſs a. | 
| 
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ter the uſe of them, becauſe of the formal aud flight performance. 
In Chriſt's abſence, I confeſs, the work lyeth behind; but if ve 
mean abſence of comfort, and abſence of tenſe of his ſweet preſence, 
| think that abſence is Chriſt's trying of us, not {imply our fin 2- 
gainſt him: therefore, howbeit our obedience then be not ſugared and | 
Iweetened with joy; (which is the ſweet- meat bairns would ſtill be | 1 
«t) yet the leſs ſenſe, and the more willingneſs in obeying, the lass | | 
lormality in our obedience, howbeit we think not ſo; for I belie ©, 
many think obedience formal and lifeleſs, except the wind be fair 
in the Weſt, and fails filled with joy and ſenſe, till fouls, like a ſhip | 
lair before the wind, can ſpread no more fail : but I am not of th " 
Pund, who think ſo. But if ye mean, by abſence of Chriſt, t!.- 14 
withdrawing of his working grace, I {ce not how willingneſs to u. 1 | 
NES can be at all under ſuch an abſence: therefore, be humble 1 
| Rr2 nds 10 


PEP 


315 Mr. RUTH E RFO OR D's Epiſt. 2. 
for heavineſs in that obedience, and thankful for willinoneſs : for 
the Bridegroom is buſking his ſpouſe oftentimes, while the is half 
ſleeping; and your Lord is working and helping more than ye ſe, 
Alſo I recommend to you heavineſs for formality, and for lifeleſs 
deadneſs in obedience : be caſten down, as much as ye will or can, 
for deadneſs ; and challenge that ſlo and dull carcaſe of fin, that 
will neither lead nor drive, in your ſpiritual obedience. O how 
ſweet to lovely Jeſus are bills and grievances, given in againſt cor- 
ruption and the body of fin! I would have Chriſt, in ſuch a cafe, 
faſhed (it I may ſpeak ſo) and deaved with our cries, as ye ſee the 
apoſtle doth, Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? Proteſtations againſt the 
Jaw of fin in you, are law grounds why fin can have no law apainſt 
you: ſeek to have your proteſtation diſcuſſed and judged, and then 
thall ye find Chriſt on your ſide of it. 7 hy, Ye hold, That 
Chriſt muſt either have hearty ſervice, or no ſervice at all. If ye 
mean, he will not half a heart, or have feigned ſervice, ſuch as the 
hypocrites give him, I grant you that; Chriſt muſt have honeſty 
or nothing: but if ye mean, he will have no ſervice at all, where 
the heart draweth back in any meaſure; I would not that were 
true, for my part of heaven, and all that I am worth in the world. 
If ye mind to walk to heaven, without a cramp or a crook, I fear 
ye muſt go your alone: he knoweth our droſs and defects; and 
{ſweet Jeſus pitieth us, when weakneſs and deadneſs in our obe- 
dience is our croſs, and not our darling, 8th/y, The liar (as ye 
Write) challengeth the work as formal; yet ye bleſs your Caution- 
_ er for the ground-work he hath laid, and dare not fay, but ye have 
aſſurance in ſome meaſure. To this I ſay, 1. It ſhall be no fault 
to ſave Satan's labour, and challenge it yourſelf, or at leaſt examine 
and cenſure; but beware of Satan's ends in challenging, for he 
mindeth to put Chriſt and you at odds. 2. Welcome home faith 
in Jeſus, who waſheth ſtill, when we have defiled our fouls, and 
made ourſelves lothſome, and ſeek ſtill the blood of atonement for 
faults little or meikle. Know the gate to the well, and ly about it. 
3. Make meikle of aſſurance, for it keepeth your anchor fixed. 
_vthly, Out-breakings (ye fay) diſcourage you, ſo that ye know not, 
it ever ye ſhall win again to ſuch overjoying conſolations of the Spi- 
rit in this life, as formerly ye had; and therefore a queſtion may 
be, If after aſſurance and mortification, the children of God be 

_ ordinarily fed with ſenſe and joy? I anſwer, I ſee no inconvenience 
to think it is enough, in a race, to ſee the gold at the ftarting- 
place, howbeit the runners never pet a view of it, till they come 
to the rinks end; and that our wiſe Lord thinketh it fitteſt we 
ſhould not always be fingering and playing with Chriſt's appics. 
Our Well beloved, I know, will ſport and play with his bride, as 
much as he thinketh will allure her to the rinks end: yet nder 
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it not unlawful to ſeek renewed conſolations, providing, 1. The heart 
be ſubmiſſive, and content to leave the meaſure and timeing of 
them to him. 2. Providing they be ſought, to excite us to praiſe, 
and ſtrengthen our aſſurance, and ſharpen our deſires after himſelt. 
3. Let them be fought, not for our humours or ſwelling of nature, 
but as the earneſt of heaven: and I think, many do attain to grea- | 
ter conſolations after mortification, than ever they had formerly. _ $1 
But I know, our Lord walketh here ſtil] by a ſovereign laiitude, | 
and keepeth not the ſame way, as to one hair-breadth, without a 45 
mis, towards all his children. As for the Lord's people with you, 1 | 
Jam not the man fit to ſpeak to them. I rejoice exceedingly, that 16 
Chriſt is engaging ſouls amongſt you: but I know, in converſion all 1} 
the winning is inthe firſt buying, (as we uſe to ſay) for many lay falſe } 
and baſtard foundations, and take up converſion at their foot, and get : it 
Chriſt for as good as half nothing, and had never a ſick night for 
ſin, and this maketh looſe work: I pray you dig deep; Chriſt's (it; 
palace-work, and his new-dwelling, laid upon hell felt and feared, | 
is moſt firm : and heaven, grounded and laid upon ſuch a hell, is '} 
ſureſt work, and will not waſh away with winter- ſtorms. It were 1 
good that profeſſors were not like young heirs, that come to their 1 
rich eſtate, long ere they come to their wit; and fo is ſcen on it; 

the tavern, and the cards, and the harlots ſteal their ridges from 
them, ere ever they be aware what they are doing. I know, a Chriſt 
bought with ſtrokes is ſweeteſt. (2.) I recommend to you confe- 

rence and prayer at private meetings: for warrant whereof, fee [{a, 

li. 3. Jer. I. 4, 5. Hol. ii. 1, 2. Ezek. viii. 20, 21, 22, 23. Mal. iii. 

16. Luke xxiv. 13, 14, 15,16,17. John xx. 19. Acts xil. 12. Col. iii. 1 
16. and iv. 6. Epheſ. iv. 29. 1 Pet. iv. 10. 1 Theſſ. v. 14. Heb. iii. l 
13. and x. 25. Many coals make a good fire, and that is a part | me Ol 
of the communion of ſaints. I muſt entreat you, and your Chr: 
ſtian acquaintances in the pariſh, to remember me to God in your (Mt ON 
prayers, and my flock and miniſtry, and my traniportation and re- 11 

moval from this place, which 1 fear at this aſſembly: and be ear- 
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neſt with God for our mother-kirk. For want of time, I have put ML 
you all in one letter. The rich grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be | i | 

with you all. : | 11 
Anuotb, Aug. 5. 1639. Yours in his fweet Lord 1 
| | Feſus, 8. R 0 
7 e . 2 1 } | | | 
3. Toa Chriſtian Gentlewoman. . [ | Ii 


193 Y love in Chriſt remembered to you: I was indeed forrow- ee 
ful at my departure from you, eſpecially ſince ye were in l 

ſuch heavineſs after your daughter's death; yet I do perſuade my- 1 
elf, ye know, that the weightieſt end of the croſs of Chriſt, that 

| | | is 
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is laid upon you, lyeth upon your ſtrong Saviour: for Iſaiah ſaith, 
chap. Ixiii. 9. In all your afflictions he is afflicted: O bleſſed Se. 
cond, who ſuffereth with you! and glad may your ſoul be, even 
to walkin the fiery furnace, with one like unto the Son of man, who 
i2-alſo the Son of God. Courage, up your heart; when ye do tire, 
he will bear both you and your burden, Pſal. lv. 22. Yet a little 
while, and ye ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. Remember of what 
age your daughter was, as long was your leaſe of her: if ſhe was 
eighteen, nineteen, or twenty years old, I know not; ſure I am, 
ſeeing her term was come, and your leaſe run out, ye can no more 
jaftly quarrel your great Superior for taking his own, at his juſt term- 
day, than a poor farmer can complain, that his maſter taketh a por- 
tion of his own land to himſelf, when his leaſe is expired. Good 
Miſtrets, if ye would not be content that Chriſt would hold from 
you the heavenly inheritance, which is made yours by his death; 


hall not that ſame Chriſt think hardly of you, if ye refuſe to give 


him your daughter willingly, who is a part of his inheritance and 


_ conqueſt? I pray the Lord, to give you all your own, and to grace 
you with patience, to give God his alſo: he is an ill debtor, who 


vayeth that which he hath borrowed with a grudge : indeed that 
iong loan of ſuch a good daughter, an heir of grace, a member of 
Chriſt, (as I believe) deſerveth more thanks at your Creditor's 


hand, than that ye ſhould gloom and murmur, when he craveth 
but his own: I believe ye would judge them to be but thankleſs 


neighbours who would pay you a ſum of money after this manner, 
But what? do ye think her loſt, when ſhe is but ſleeping in the 
boſom of the Almighty ? Think her not abſent, who is in ſuch a 
iriend's houſe. Is ſhe loſt to you, who is found to Chriſt? if ſhe 
were With a dear friend, although ye ſhould never fee her again, 
your care for her would be but ſmall: oh now, is ſhe not with a 
dear friend, and gone higher, upon a certaln hope that ye ſhall 
in the reſurrection ſee her again, when (be ye ſure) ſhe ſhall nei- 
ther be hectic nor conſumed in body! Ye would be ſorry either to 
be, or be eſteemed an atheiſt ; and yet not I, but the apoſtle, 1 Theſſ. 
iv, 13. thinketh thoſe to be hopeleſs atheiſts, who mourn exceſſive- 


for the dead. But this is not a challenge on my part: I do ſpeak 


this only fearing your weakneſs: for your daughter was a part of 
vourſelf; and therefore nature in you, being as it were, cut and 


}alved, will indeed be grieved: but ye have to rejoice, that when 


part of you is on earth, a.great part of you is glorified in heaven. 
I'vllow her, but envy her not; for indeed it is ſelf- love in ns, that 
maketh us mourn for them that die in the Lord. Why? becauſe 
tor them we cannot mourn, ſince they are never happy till they be 


dead; therefore we mourn for our own private reſpect : take heed * 


den, that in ſhewing your affection in mourning for your daughter, 
v2 be not, out of ſelf. affection, mourning for yourſelf, Conſider 
3 What 
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what the Lord is doing in it; your daughter is plucked out of the 
fire, and ſhe reſteth from her labours: and your Lord in that is try- 
ing you, and caſting you in the fire: go through all fires to your 
reſt : and now remember, that the eye of God is upon the burn- 
ing buſh and not conſumed; and he is pladly content, that ſuch a 
weak woman as ye ſhould ſend Satan away, fruſtrate of his de ſign: 
now honour God, and (hame the ſtrong roaring lion, when ye ſeem 
weakeſt. Should ſuch an one as ye faint in the day of adverſity ? 
Call to mind the days of old: the Lord yet liveth: truſt in him, 
although he ſhould ſlay you. Faith is exceeding charitable, and 
believeth no evil of God. Now is the Lord laying in the one ſcale 
of the balance, your making conſcience of ſubmiſſion to his graci- 
ous will; and in the other, your affection and love to your 
daughter: which of the two will ye then chooſe to ſatisfy? Be 
wile then; and, as I truſt ye love Chriſt better than a ſinful wo- 
man, paſs by your daughter, and kiſs the Lord's rod. Men do lop 
the branches of their trees round about, to the end they may grow 
up high and tall: the Lord hath this way lopped your branch, in 
taking from you many children, to the end ye ſhould grow up- 
ward, like one of the Lord's cedars, ſetting your heart above, 
where Chriſt is at the right-hand of the Father, What is next, 
but that your Lord cut don the ſtock, after he hath cutted the 
branches? Prepare yourſelf; ye are nearer your daughter this day, 
than you were yeſterday : while ye prodigally ſpend time in mourn- 
ing for her, ye are ſpeedily poſting after her. Run your race with 
patience : let God have his own, and aſk of him, inſtead of your 1 

daughter, which he hath taken from you, the daughter of faith, 1 
which is patience; and in patience poſſeſs your ſoul. Lift up 11 

your head: ye do not know how near your redemption doth draw. | ill 

Thus, recommending you to the Lord, who is able to eſtabliſh ih [ 

you, I reſt 35 1 i" 
 Anweth, April 23. Yeur ling and affeftionate friend 40 

| 1628, | in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 1 
4. To the elect and noble Lady, my Lady K EN MU KE. 160 


Man, Will 
Se your Lady ſhip with grace and mercy from Cod our 1 
Father, and from our Lord qeſus Chriſt; I was lorry at my 
departure, leaving your Ladyſhip in grief; and would ſtill be 
grieved at it, if I were not aſſured, that ye have One with you in 1 
the furnace, whoſe viſage is like unto the Son of God. 1 am glad, 
that ye have been acquainted from your youth with the wreſtlings | 
*of God; and that ye get ſcarce liberty to {wallow down your fpit- | | | 
tle, being caſten from furnace to furnace, knowing if ye were nor 
dear to God, and if your health did not require ſo much o him, by 1818 
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would not ſpend ſo much phyſic upon you. All the brethren and 


ſiſters of Chriſt muſt be conform to his image and copy in ſuffer. 


ing, Rom. viii. and ſome do more lively reſemble the copy than o- 
thers. Think, Madam, that it is a part of your glory, to be en- 


rolled among thoſe whom one of the elders, Rev. vii. 14. pointeth 


out to John, Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation, 


and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 


the Lamb.“ Behold your fore-runner going out of the world, all 
ina lake of blood; and it is not ill to die as he did: fulfil with joy 
the remnant of the grounds and remainders of the afflictions of 
Chriſt, in your body. Ye have loſt a child: nay, ſhe is not loſt to 
you, who is found to Chriſt; ſhe is not ſent away, but only ſent 
before; like unto a ſtar, which, going out of our ſight, doth not 
die and vaniſh, but ſhineth in another hemiſphere : ye ſee her not, 
yet ſhe doth ſhine in another country. It her glaſs was but a ſhort 
hour, what ſhe wanteth of time, that ſhe hath gotten of eternity: 
and ye have to rejoice, that ye have now ſome pleniſhing up 
in heaven. Build your neſt upon no tree here: for ye ſee God 
hath ſold the foreſt to death; and every tree, whereupon we would 
reſt, is ready to be cut down, to the end we may flee and mount 
up, and build upon the Rock, and dwell in the holes of the Rock. 
What ye love beſides Jeſus your huſband, is an adulterous lover: 
now it is God's ſpecial bleſſing to Judah, that he will not let her 
find her paths in following her ſtrange lovers, Hol. ii. 6. * There- 
fore behold I will hedge up her way with thorns, and make a wall, 


that ſhe ſhall not find her paths, ver. 7. And ſhe ſhall follow 


alter her lovers, but ſhe {hall not overtake them.“ O thrice happy 
Judah, when God buildeth a double ſtone-wall betwixt her aud 


che fire of hell! The world, and the things of the world, Madam, 


is the lover ye naturally affect, beſide your own hutband Chriſt : 
the hedge of thorns, and the wall which God buildeth in your 
way, to hinder you from this lover, is the thorny hedge of daily 


grief, loſs of children, weakneſs of body, iniquity of the time, un- 


c*rtainty of eſtate, lack of worldly comfort, fear of God's anger for 


old unrepented-of fins. What loſe ye, if God twiſt and plait the 


hedge daily thicker ? God be bleſſed, the Lord will not let you find 
your paths: return to your firſt huſband; do not weary, neither 
think that death walketh towards you with a ſlow pace; ye muſt 


be riper ere ye be ſhaken: your days are no longer than Job's, that 


were ſwifter than a poſt, and paſſed away as the ſhips of deſire, and 
43 the eagle that haſteth for the prey, Job ix. 25, 26. There is 
i-{> ſand in your glaſs now, than there was yeſternight; this ſpan- 
length of ever-poſting time will ſoon be ended: but the greater is 
tue mercy of God, the more years ye get to adviſe upon what terms,“ 
and upon what conditions, ye caſt your ſoul in the huge gulf of ne. 
ver ending eternity. The Lord hath told you, what ye oy 
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be 4 on till he come, wait and haſten (ſaith Peter) for the coming 
of our Lord: all is night that is here, in reſpect of ignorance ard 
daily enſuing troubles, one always making way to another, as the 
ninth wave of the ſca to the tenth; therefore ſigh and long for the 
dawning of that. morning, and the breaking of that day of the 

coming "of the Son of man, when the ſhadows thall flee away. Per- 
| {uade yourlelt the King is coming: read his letter ſent before him, 
Rev. ili. 11. Behold, I come quickly : wait with the wearied night- 

watch tor the breaking of the eaſtern ſky, and think that ye have 

not a Morrow; as the wile father ſaid, who, being invited againſ- 


to morrow to * with his friends, anſwered, Thoſe many days | 


had no morrow at all. I am loath to weary you: thew yourlelt 
a Chriſtian, by ſuffering without murmuring, for which ſin fourteen 
thouland and ſeven hundred were ſlain, Numb. xvi. 49. In pati- 
ence poſſeſs your ſoul: they loſe nothing, who gain Chriſt, Thus, 
remembering my brother's and my wite's humble ſervice to your 
Ladyſhip ; 1 commend you to the mercy and grace of our Lord 


jeſus, alfuring you, that your day is coming, and that God's mercy | 


is abiding, The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
| Anwoth, Fan. 15. Tours i in the Lord Jeſus at all dutiſul 
* 4029... _ obedience, S. R 
CODCLOPUCIOCEIOOCOCECISBCEOOCOCCR EI KACEOESE 
5. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, 
8 you in ſofas Chriſt, to my grief I muſt bid you (it 


may be) tor ever farewel in paper, having fmall aſſurance ever 
to fee your face again, till the laſt general aſſembly, where the whole 
church univerſal ſhall meet : yet promiſing, by his grace, to pre- 
ſcat your Ladyſhip, and your burdens, to him who is able to fave 
| you, and give you an inheritance with the ſaints, after a mare ſpe- 
cial manner than ever I have done before. Ye are going to a 
country, where the Sun of righteouſneſs in the golpel ſhineth not 
ſo clearly as in this kingdom: but if ye would know where he whom 
your foul loveth doth Teſt, and where he feedeth at the noon tide 
of the day, wherever ye be, get you forth by the foorfleps of the 
flock, and feed yourſelf beſide the ſhepherds tents, Caat. i. 7. that 
is, alk for ſome of the watchmen of the Lord's city, who will tc!! 
Jou truly, and will not lie, where ye ſhall find him whom your 
ſoul loveth. TI truſt ye are fo betrothed in marriage to the tru- 
Chriſt, that ye will not give your love to any falſe Chriſt : ye know 
not how ſoon your marriage-day will come; nay, is not eternity 
hard upon you : ? it were time then, that ye had your wedding 
garment in readinels: be not ſleeping at your Lord's coming: 
pray God, ye may be upon your feet ſtanding, when he knocketh. 
Be not diſcouraged to go from this country 19 another part ot 
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322 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 6 
the Lord's earth: The earth is his, and the fulneſs thereof, Pſi 
xxiv. 1. This is the Lord's lower houſe; while we are lodged 
here, we have no affurance to ly ever in one chamber, but muſt be 
content to remove from one corner of our Lord's nether-houſe to 


another, reſting in hope, that, when we come up to the Lord's 


upper - city, Jeruſalem that is above, we ſhall remove no more; be. 


cauſe then we ſhall be at home. And, go whereſoever ye will, if 


your Lord go with you, ye are at home: and your lodging is ever 


taken before night, ſo long as he, who is Iſrael's dwelling houſe, is 


your home, Plal. xc. 1. Believe me, Madam, my mind is, that ye 
are well lodged, and that in your houſe there are fair eaſe- rooms 
and pleaſant lights, if ye can in faith lean down your head upon the 
breaſts of Jeſus Chriſt ; and till this be, ye ſhall never get a ſound 
fleep. Jeſus, Jeſus, be your ſhadow and your covering: it is a 


| ſweet ſoul fleep to ly in the arms of Chriſt, for his breath is very 


{weet. Pray for poor friendleſs Zion; alas! no man will ſpeak 
for her now, aithough at home in her own country ſhe hath good 
friends, her Huſband Chriſt, and his Father, her Father-in-law: 
beſeech your huſband to be a friend to Zion, and pray for her, | 
have received many and divers daſhes and heavy ſtrokes, ſince the 
Lord called me to the miniſtry ; but indeed I eſteem your departure 
from us amongſt the weightieſt : but I perceive, God will have us 


io be deprived of whatſoever we idolize, that he may have his own 


room. I fee exceeding ſmall fruit of my miniſtry, and would he 
glad to know of one ſoul, to be my crown and rejoicing in the 
day of Chriſt. Though I ſpend my ſtrength in vain, yet my labour 
is with my God, Ifa. xlix. 4. I wiſh and pray, that the Lord 
would harden my face againſt all, and make me to learn to go with 
my face apainſt a ſtorm. Again, I commend you, body and fpirit, 


to him, who hath loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 


own blood. Grace, grace, grace for ever be with you. - Pray, 
pray continually, 
Anwoth, Sept. 14. 


Your Ladyſbip's at all dutiful obedience 
1629 OY 


in Chriſt, S. R 
— . . LODI II 
6. 7 JOHN KENNEDY. 


My loving and moft aſtectionate brother in Chriſt, ! 
Salute you with grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, 


and from our Lord Jeſus Chrift. I promiſed to write to you, 


and althongh late enough, yet now I make it good. I heard with 


gef of your great danger of periſhing by the ſea, but of your 
merciful deliverance with joy. Sure Jam, brother, Satan will leave 


no ſtone unrolled (as the proverb is) to roll you off your Rock, or, 


at leaſt, to ſhake and unſettle you: for at the ſame time, the mouths 


of wicked men were opened in hard Ipeeches agiinſt you, by land ; 
an: 
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and the prince of the power of the air was angry with you, by ſea. 
See then how much ye are obliged to that malicious murderer, 
who would beat you with two rods at one time; but, bleſſed t- 
God, his arm is ort: if the ſea and winds would have obeycd 
him, ye had never come to land. Thank your God, who fai:, 
Rev. i. 11. © I have the keys of hell and of death, Deut. xxxii. 
„ kill and make alive, 1 Sam. 11. 6. The Lord bringeth down to 


the grave, and bringeth up.“ If Satan were jailor, and had the 


keys of death and of the grave, they ſhould be ſtored with mor 

priſoners. Ye were knocking at theſe black gates, and ye fou 
the doors ſhut; and we do all welcome you back again. I tru't, 
ye know it is not for nothing, that ye are ſent to us again: t. 
Lord knew, ye had forgotten ſomething that was neceſſary for you? 
journey; that your armour was not as yet thick enough again“ 

the ſtroke of death. Now, in the ſtrength of Jeſus, diſpatch your 
þuſineſs ; that debt is not forgiven, but friſted : death hath nor 
bidden you farewel, but hath only left you for a ſhort ſeaſon. End 
your journey, ere the night come upon you; have all in readinets 
againſt the time that ye muſt ſail through that black and impètu 

ous Jordan; and Jeſus, Jeſus, who knoweth both thele dept.+ 
and the rock, and all the coaſts, be your pilot; the laſt tide vi 
not wait for you one moment: if ye forget any thing, when your 
fea is full, and your foot in that ſhip, there is no returning again 
to fetch it. What ye do amiſs in your life to day, ye may amend 
it to morrow : for as. many ſuns as God maketh to ariſe upon yon, 

ye have as many new lives: but ye can die but once; and if ye 
mar or ſpill that buſineſs, ye cannot come back to mend that piece 
of work again; no man finneth twice in dying ill; as we die but 
once, ſo we die but ill or well once. Ye ſee how the number of 
your months is written in God's book; and as one of the Lord's 
hirelings, ye muſt work till the ſhadow of the evening come upon 
you, and ye ſhall run out your glaſs even to the laſt pickle of ſand : 

tulfil your courſe with joy; for we take nothing to the grave wit! 
us, but a good or evil conſcience. And although the {ky clear at- 
ter this ſtorm, yet clouds will engender another. Ye contractec 
with Chriſt; I hope, when firſt ye began to follow him, that y- 
would bear his croſs : fulfil your part of the contract with pat!- 
ence, and break nor to Jeſus Chfiſt ; be honeſt, brother, in you! 
bargaining with him; for who knoweth better how to bring up 
children than our God ? For (to lay aſide his knowledge, of nt! 
which there is no ſearching out) he hath been practifed in bring- 


ing up his heirs theſe five thouſand years, and his bairns are a! 


well brought up, and many of them are honeſt men now at hom-, 
up in their own houſe in heaven, and are entered heirs to their 
Father's inheritance. Now the form of his bringing-up was by 
chaſtiſements, ſcourging, correfting, nurturing : ſee if he maketh 

2 exception 


j 
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exception of any of his bairns, Rev. iii. 19. Heb. xii. 7, 8. No: 
his eldeſt Son and his Heir Jeſus, is not excepted, Heb. ii. 10. Suf- 
fer we muſt: ere we were born, God decreed it; and it is eaſier 
to complain of his decree, than to change it. It is true, terrors of 
conſcience caſt us down ; and yet without terrors of conſcience we 
cannot be raiſed up again: fears and doubtings may ſhake us; 
and yet without fears and doubtings we would ſoon ſleep, and loſe 
our grips of Chriſt : tribulation and temptations will almoſt looſe 
us at the root; and yet without tribulations and temptations, we 
can now no more grow, than herbs or corn without rain. Sin and 
Satan, and the world will ſay, and cry in our ear, that we have a 
hard reckoning to make in judgment; and yet none of theſe three, 
except they lie, dare ſay in our face, that our fin can change the 
tenor of the new covenant, Forward then, dear brother, and loſe 
not your grips; hold faſt the truth, for the world ſell not one 
drachm weight of God's truth, eſpecially now when moſt men 
meaſure truth by time, like young ſeamen ſetting their compaſs by 
a cloud: for now time is father and mother to truth, in the 
thoughts and practices of our evil time, 
bliſh us; for alas! now there are none to comfort the priſoners 
of hope, and the mourners in Zion: we can do little, except pray 
and mourn for Joſeph in the ſtocks : and let their tongue cleave to 
the roof of their month, who forget Jeruſalem now in her day: 
and the Lord remember Edom, and render to him as he hath done 
to us. Now, brother, I will not weary yon ; but] intreat you, re- 
member my deareſt love to Mr. David Dickſon, with whom T hare 
{mall acquaintance ; yet I bleſs the Lord, I know, he both prayeth 
and doth for our dying kirk. Remember my deareſt love to John 
Stewart, whom I love in Chriſt; and ſhew him from me, I do al. 
ways remember him, and hope for a meeting: the Lord Jeſus eſta- 
bliſh him more and more, though he be already a ſtrong man in 
Chriſt. Remember my heartieſt affection in Chriſt to William 
Rodger, whom I alſo remember to God: I wiſh the firſt news ! 

hear of him, and you, and all that love our common Saviour, in 
thoſe bounds, may be, that ye are ſo knit and linked, and kindly 
faſtened in love with the Son of God, that ye may ſay, © Now, it 
we would never ſo fain eſcape out of Chriſt's hands, yet love hath 
o bound us, that we cannot get our hands free again; he hath 
ſo raviſhed our hearts, that there is no looſing of his grips; the 
chains of his ſoul-ravithing love are ſo ſtrong, that the grave nor 
death will not break them.“ I hope, brother, yea, I doubt not ot 
it. but ye lay me, and my firſt entry to the Lord's vineyard, and 
my flock before him, who hath put me in his work; as the Lord 
knoweth, ſince I firſt ſaw you, I have been mindful of you. Ma- 
rion Macknaught doth remember moſt heartily her love to you, 
and to John Stewart: bleſſed be the Lord, that in God's mercy 
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found in this country ſuch a woman, to whom Jeſus is dearer than 
her own heart, when there be {o many that caſt Chriſt over their 
ſhoulder. Good brother, call to mind the memory of your wor- 
thy father, now aſleep in Chriſt; and, as his cuſtom was, pray 
continually, and wreltle for the life of a dying breathleſs kirk : and 
deſire John Stewart not to forget poor Zion; ſhe hath few friends, 
and few to ſpeak one good word for her. Now I commend you, 
your whole foul and body and ſpirit, to Jeſus Chriſt and his keep- 
ing, hoping ye will die and live, ſtand and fall, with the cauſe of 
our Maſter, qeſus. The Lord Jeſus himſelf be with your ſpirit. 
Anwoth, Feb. 2. | Yeur loving brother in our Lord 
1632 | Jeſus, S. R. 
— . . . <xkkoc«k>q—pq 
7. To my Lady KENMU RE. 


Madam, 5 
Have longed exceedingly to hear of your life and health, and 


growth in the grace of God. I lacked the opportunity of a 
bearer, in reſpect I did not underſtand of the haſty departure of the 
laſt, by whom I might have ſaluted your Ladyſhip: and therefore 


I could not write before this time. I intreat yon, Madam, let me 
have two lines from you, concerning your preſent condition : I 
know ye are in grief and heavineſs; and if it were not fo, ye might 
be afraid, becauſe then your way ſhould not be ſo like the way 
that our Lord faith, to the New Jeruſalem. Sure I am, if ye 
knew what were before you, or if ye ſaw but ſome glances of ir, 
ye would with gladneſs ſwim through the preſent floods of ſorrow, 
ſpreading forth your arms out of deſire to be at land. If God 
have given you the earneſt of the Spirit, as part of payment of 
God's principal ſum, ye have to rejoice; for our Lord will not loſe, 
his earneſt, neither will he go back or repent him of the bargain. 


It ye find at ſome time a longing to ſee God, joy in the aſſurance of 
that fight (howbeit that feaſt be but like the paſſover, that cometh 


about only once a year) peace of conſcience, liberty of prayer, the 


doors of God's treaſure caſten up to the ſoul, and a clear ſight of 


himſelf looking out, and ſaying with a ſmiling countenance, wel- 
come to me, afflicted ſoul ; this is the earneſt that he giveth ſome- 
times, and which maketh glad the heart, and is an evidence that 
the bargain will hold, But to the end ye may get this earneſt, it 


Were good to come of in terms of ſpeech with God, both in prayer 


and hearing of the word : for this is the houſe of wine, where ye 


meet with your Well-beloved ; here it is where he kitleth you 


with the kiſſes of his mouth, and where ye feel the ſmell of his gar- 
ments; and they have indeed a moſt fragrant and glorious ſmell : 
ye muſt, J ſay, wait upon him, and be often communing with him, 


Whoſe lips are as lilies, dropping ſweet-ſmelling myrrh, and by the 


moving 
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moving thereof he will aſſwage your grief; for the Chriſt that ſay. 
eth you, is a ſpeaking Chriſt ; the church knoweth him, Cant. ii. 
by his voice, and can diſcern his voice amongſt a thouſand, I ſay 
this, to the end ye ſhould not love thoſe maſks of Antichriſtian ce. 
remonies, that the church, where ye are for a time, hath caſten 
guet the Chriſt, whom your ſoul loveth; this is to ſet before you 
dumb Chriſt. But when our Lord cometh, he ſpeaketh to the 
heart in the ſimplicity of the goſpel. I have neither tongue nor 
pen, to expreſs to you the happineſs of ſuch as are in Chriſt: when 
ve have fold all that ye have, and bought the field wherein this 
pearlis, ye will think it no bad market; for if ye be in him, all 
his is yours, and ye are in him: and © therefore becauſe he liveth, 
v© ſhall live alſo, John xiv. 19.“ And what is that elſe, but as if 
ic Son had ſaid, ] will not have heaven, except my redeemed 
es be with me; they and I cannot live aſunder; abide in me and 
in you, John xv. 5.” O ſweet communion, when Chriſt and 
we are through other, and are no longer two ! Father, I will that 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be with me where J am, to be- 
dold my glory, that thou haſt given me, John xvii. 24.“ Amen; 
car Jeſus, let it be according to thy word. I wonder that ever 
wour heart ſhould be caſten down, if ye believe this truth; and 
thy are not worthy of Jeſus Chriſt, who will not ſuffer forty years 
1704ble for him, fince they have ſuch glorious promiſes : but we 
{c0!s believe thoſe promiſes, as the man that read Plato's writings 
concerning the immortality of the ſoul; ſo long as the book was 
in his hand, he believed all was true, and that the ſoul could not 
ce; but fo ſoon as he laid by the book, preſently he began to im- 
ine, that the foul is but a ſmoke or airy vapour, that periſheth 
with the expiring of the breath: ſo we at ſtarts do aſſent to the 
{weet and precious promiſes ; but laying aſide God's book, we be- 
pin to call in queſtion. Jt 1s faith indecd to believe without a 
pledge, and to hold the heart conſtant at this work, and when we 
 62ubt, to run to the law and to the teſtimony, and ſtay there. 
Madam, hold you here; here is your Father's teſtament, read it; 
it he hath left to you remiſſion of ſins and life everlaſting. If 
that ye have here be croſſes and troubles, down caſtings, fre- 
ent deſertions, and departure of the Lord, who is ſuiting you 
marriage, courage; he who is Wooer and ſuiter ſhould not be 
#11 houſhold-man with you, till ye and he come up to his Father's 
houſe together: he purpoleth to do you good at your latter end, 
Deut. viii. 10. and to give you reft from the days of adverſity, 


Pial. xciv. 13. It is good to bear the yoke of God in your youth, 


Lam. iii. 27.” Turn in to your ſtrong hold as a priſoner of hope, 
Lech. ix. 12. For the viſion is for an appointed time, but at the 
end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe 
it will ſurely come, it will not tarry,” ab. ii. 3. Hear * 

aying, 
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ſaying, Iſa. xxvi. 20. Come my people, (rejoice, he calleth on 
you) enter into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee; 
hide thyſelf, as it were for a little moment, till the indignation be 
paſt, Believe then, believe and be ſaved : think not hard, if ye. 
get not your will, nor your delights in this life; God will have 
you to rejoice in nothing but himlelt. God fordid that ye ſhould 
rejoice in any thing but in the croſs of Chriſt, Gal. iv. 16. Our 
church, Madam, is decaying ; ſhe is like Ephraim's cake, and gray 
' hairs are here and there upon her, and ſhe knoweth it not, Hof. vii. 
9. She is old and gray-haired, near the grave, and no man taketh 
it to heart; her wine is ſour and is corrupted. Now, if Phincas's 
wife did live, ſhe might travail in birth and die, to ſee the ark of 
God taken, and the glory departing from our Iſrael: the power and 
life of religion is away; Wo be to us, for the day goeth away, for 
the ſhadows of the evening are ſtretched out, Jer. vi. 4” Madam, 
Zion is the {hip wherein ye are carried to Canaan; if ſhe ſuffer 
ſhipwreck, ye will be caſten over board upon death and life, to ſwim 
to land upon broken boards: it were time for us, by prayer, to 
put upon our Maſter-pilot Jeſus, and to cry, Maſter, fave us, we 
periſh, Grace, grace be with you. We would think it a bleſſing 
to our kirk, to ſee you here; but our ſins withhold good things 
from us. The great Meſſenger of the covenant preſerve you in 
body and ſpirit. | 

Anwoth, Feb. 1, 8 Yours inthe 

— RE Lord, S. R. 
—. .. . . 
8. Tomy Lady K EN MU RE. 
Madam, | 
Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. I received 
your Ladyfhip's letter, in the which I perceive your caſe in 

this world ſmelleth of worſhip and communion with the Son of 
God in his ſufferings. Ye cannot, ye muſt not have a more plea- 
ſant or more eaſy condition here, than he had, who through affic- 
tions was made perfect, Heb. ii. 10. We may indeed think, can- 
not God bring us to heaven with eaſe and proſperity? Who douht- 
eth but he can? But his infinite wiſdom thinketh, and decreetn 
the contrary; and we cannot fee a reaſon of it, yet he hath a moſt 
juſt reaſon. We never with our eyes faw our own foul, yet we 
have a ſoul; we ſee many rivers, but we know not their firſt pring 
and original fountain, yet they have a beginning. Madam, when 
ye are come to the other ſide of the water, aud have fer down your 
foot on the ſhore of glorious eternity, and look back again to the 
waters, and to your weariſome jouracy, and ſhall lee in that clear 
laſs of endleſs glory, nearer to the bottom of God's Wildom ye 
thall then be forced to ſay, If God had done otherwil- with me 


thin 
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than he hath done, I had never come to the enjoying of this crown 
of glory. It is your part now to believe, and ſuffer, and hope, 
and wait on: for I proteſt in the preſence of that all-difcerning 
Eye, who knoweth what I write, and what I think, that 1 would 
not want the ſweet experience of the conſolations of God, for all 
the bitterneſs of affliction : nay, whether God come to his children 
with a rod or acrown, it he come himſelf with it, it is well; wel- 
come, welcome Jeſus, what way ſoever thou come, if we can get 
a ſight of thee. And ſure I am, it is better to be ſick, providing 
Chriſt come to the bed-fide, and draw by the curtains, and ſay, 
Courage, I am thy ſalvation, than to enjoy health, being luſty and 
{trong, and never to be viſited of God, Worthy and dear Lady, 
it: the ſtrength of Chriſt, fight and overcome: ye are now your a- 
one; but ye may have, for the feeking, Three always in your 
Company, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; I truſt they are near 
you: Ye are now deprived of the comfort of a lively miniſtry, fo 
was Iſracl in their captivity ; yet hear God's promiſe to them, 
Ezek. xi. 16, Therefore ſay, Thus faith the Lord God, Al- 
though ] have caſt them far off among the heathen, and although! 
have ſcattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as 


2 little ſanctuary, in the countries where they ſhall come: beholda - 


ſanctuary ! for a ſanctuary God himſelt, in the place and room of 
the temple of Jeruſalem: I truſt in God, carrying this temple a- 
tout with you, ye ſhall ſee Jehovah's beauty in his houſe, We 
ard in great fears of a great and fearful trial to come upon the kirk 
of God; for theſe, who would build their houſes and neſts upon 
the aſhes of mourning Jeruſalem, have drawn our king upon hard 
and dangerous concluſions, againſt ſuch as are termed Puritans, 
for the rooting of them out. Our prelates (the Lord take the 
xeys of his houſe from theſe baſtard porters) aſſure us, that for 
iach as will not conform, there is nothing but impriſonment and 
Jeprivation. The ſpouſe of Jeſus will ever be in the fire; but! 
truſt in my God, ſhe ſhall not conſume, becauſe of the good - will of 


tm who dwelleth in the buſh, for he dwelleth in it with good- 


will, All ſorts of crying fins without controulment abound in our 
land; the glory of the Lord is departing from Iſrael, and the Lord 
is looking back over his ſhoulder, to ſee if any will fay, Lord, tar- 
, and no man requeſteth him to ſtay, Corrupt and falſe doc: 
u ine is openly preached by the idol-ſhepherds of the land. For 


myſelf, 1 have daily griefs, through the diſobedience unto, and | 


contempt of the word of God. 1 was tummoned before the high 
commiſſion by a profligate perſon in this pariſh, convicted of inceſt: 
in the buſineis, Mr. Alexander Colvil (for reſpe& to your La- 
ayſtüp) was my great friend, and wrote a molt kind letter to me: 
ihe Lord give him mercy in that day. Upon the day of my com- 
pearance, the ſea and winds refuſes to give pallige to the Rue 
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| 4audrews, I intreat your Ladyſhip to thank Mr. Alexander 
{i} with two lines of a letter. My wife now, after a long dil 


- and koennt, for the ſpace of a year and month, is departed 
+ life + the Lord hath done it, blefſed be his name. I have been 


ſeaſed of a fever tertian for the ſpace of thirteen weeks, and an 


2t in that ſickneſs, ſo that I preach but once on the ſabbath wir 


reat difficulty: Jam not able either to viſit or examine the con- 


egation. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Auwsoth, June 26. Your Lad) ;/bip's at all obed. 
1630. ener, S. R. 
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9. Tomy Lady K EN MORE. 


Madam, 
Aving ſaluted you in the Lord Jeſus, I thought it my duty, 
having the occaſion of this bearer, to write again unto your 
e Though I have no new purpote, but what I wrote of 
fore; yet ye cannot be too often awakened to go forward to- 
ard your city, fince your way is long, and (for any thing ye know) | 


mur day is ſhort ; and your Lord requireth of you, as you 4 
znce in years, and ſteal forward inſenſibly towards eternity, "wal 
-our faith may grow and ripen for the Lord's harveſt; for the 
. cat Huſbandman giveth a ſcaſon to his fruits, that they may come 


maturity; and having gotten their fill of the tree, they may be 


en ſhaken and gathered in for his uſe : whercas the wicked rot 
on the tree, and their branch ſhall not be green, Job xv. 32, 
He. ſhall ſhake off his unripe grapes as the vine, and ball caſt 
bis flower as the olive. It is God's mercy to you, Madam, thac 
. - piveth you your fill, even to lothing, of this bitter world, that ye 


ay willingly leave it, and, like a full and ſatisfied banqueter, 


g for the drawing of the table: and at laſt, having trampled 
under your feet all the rotten pleaſures that are under ſun and 
don, and having rejoiced as though ye rejoiced not, and having 


 ught as though ye poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. vil. 30. ye may, like ai 


d crazy ſhip, arrive at your Lord s harbour, and be made wel- 
me, as one of thoſe who have ever had one foot looſe from this 


th, longing for that place where your foul ſhall feaſt and bau- 


let for ever and ever upon a glorious fight of the incomprehen- 
le Trinity, and where ye ſhall ſee the fair face of the man Chriit, c- 
n the beautiful face, that was once, for your caule, more mar: . 4 


an any of the viſages of the ſons of men, Iſa. v. 2, 14. and ws 
covered with ſpitting and blood. Be content to wade throus! 

e waters betwixt you and glory with him, holding bis ha: 
ſt; for he knoweth all the foords : howbeit ye may be duckt, yer 


ve mme drown, being in his company; and ye Way, a) che Way 


3 2 glory, lee the Way bedewed with his blood, w 9 is the fore-rui.- 
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ner: be not afraid therefore, when re come even to the | 


and ſwelling river of death, to put in your foot and wade 
him ; the current, how ſtrong ſoever, cannot carry you down 
water to hell: the Son of God his death and reſurrection ars 
ping-ſtones and a ſtay to you; ſet down your feet by faith i: + 
theſe ſtones, and go through as on dry land. If ye knew wh: 
is preparing for you, ye would be too glad; he will not {it in ay 6 


give you a full draught till ye come up to the well-head, . 


yea drink abundantly of the pure river of the water !:/- 


proceedeth out from the throne of God, and from the Lam 


Kxii. 1, Madam, tire not, weary not; 1 dare find you thc 8: 


God caution; when ye are got up thither, and have caſt-n 


eyes to view the golden city, and the fair and never wither 
tree of life, that beareth twelve manner of fruits every m 


mall then fay, Four and twenty hours abode in that place is 
threeſcore and ten years ſorrow upon earth. If ye car but 
long earneſtly to be carried up thither, (as I hope ye cans 


{hame deny him the honour of having wrought that dete 
foul) then hath your Lord given you an earneſt : and, 


ye believe that our Lord will loſe his earneſt, and rue th» 


gain, and change his mind, as if he were a man that can 1s 
ſon of man that can repent? Nay, he is unchangeable, and 


this year that he was the former year « and his Son le 
upon earth eat and drank with publicans and ſinners, an 


and conferred with whores and harlots, and put out his holy 5 05 


and touched the lepers filthy ſkin, and eame ever mot - nig, 
ners, even now in glory, is yet that ſame Lord: his 


and his great court in heaven hath not made him forgc: bis : | 


friends on earth: in him, honours change not manners, 


_ doth yet deſire your company. Take him for the old C bi 


claim ſtill kindneſs to him, and ſay, Oh it is fo, he is not 


but 1 am changed: nay, it is a part of his unchangeabl- love, 0 
an article of the new covenant, to keep you that ye cannot! 
him, nor ſell him: he hath not played faſt and looſe with v. 


the covenant of grace; ſo that we may run from him at ©: 
fare; his love hath made the bargain ſurer than ſo ; for . 


the cavtioner is bound for us, Heb. vii. 2 2. and it cannot ſtan 


his honour to die in the burrows, (as we uſe to fay) and !v!. 


whom he muſt render again to the Father, when he ü! 
the kingdom to him. Conſent and fay amen to the promi 
ye have ſealed that God is true, and Chriſt is yours: this is © - 


ſy market; ye but look on with faith; for Chriſt ſuffered © 5 
paid all. Madam, fearing I be tedious to your Lady. 
mult ſtop here, deſiring always to hear that your Ladyſhip 
and that ye have ſtill your face up the mountain. Pr for 


Moron, and for 20 5 whereof ye are a part: we expect 


2 
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God's wheat in this land muſt go through Satan's ſieve, but thai! 
faith ſhall not fail. I am till wreſtling in our Lord's work, and 
have been tried and tempted with brethren, who. look awry to th* 

oſpel. Now he that is able to keep you until that day, prefery* 
your foul, body and ſpirit, and preſent you before his face with his 
own bride, ſpotleſs and blameleſs. | 


Amwoth, Nov. 26. Your Ladyſhip's ts be commanded al- 
1631. ways in the Lord Jeſus, S. K 
PTT 


10. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 


Madam, | 5 | 

Am grieved exceedingly that your Ladyſhip ſhould think, o. 
] have cauſe to think, that ſuch as love you in God, in this coup- 
try, are forgetful of you: for myſelf, Madam, I owe to your Lady- 
ſhip all evidences of my high reſpect (in the fight of my Lord, 
whoſe truth I preach, I am bold to ſay it) for his rich grace in 
you. My communion is put off till the end of a longſome and 
rainy harveſt, and the preſbyterial exerciſe (as the bearer can i- 
form your Ladyſhip) hindered me to {ee you: and for my peo- 
ples ſake (finding them like hot iron, that cooleth being out of th< 
fire, and that is pliable to no work) I do not ſlir abroad, neither 
have I left them at all, ſince your Ladyſhip was in the country, 
fave at one time only, about two years ago; yet I dare not ſay bu. 
it is a fault, howbeit no defect in my affection ; and I truſt to make 
it up again, ſo ſoon as poſſibly I am able to wait upon yon. Ma- 
dam, I have no new purpoſe to write unto you, but of that which 
] think, nay, which our Lord thinketh needful, that one thing, 
Mary's good part, which ye have choſen, Luke x. 42. Madam, all 


that God hath, both himſelf and the creatures, he is dealing and 


parting amongſt the fons of Adam; there are none ſo poor, as that 


they can ſay in his face, he hath given them nothing; but there is 


no ſmall odds betwixt the gifts given to lawful bairns, and to ba- 
ſtards: and the more greedy ye are in ſuiting, the more willing is 
he to give, delighting to be called open- handed. I hope your La- 
dy{hip laboureth to get aſſurance of the ſureſt patrimony, even God 
himſelf. Ye will find in Chriſtianity, that God aimeth, in all his 


dealings with his children, to bring them to a high contempt of, 


and deadly feud with the world; and to ſet an high price upon Chriſt, 
and to think him one who cannot be bought for gold, and well- 
worthy the fighring for: and for no other cauſe, Madam, doth the 
Lord withdraw from you the childiſh toys, and the earthly de- 
lights, that he giveth unto others; but that he may have you whol- 


ly to himſelf: think therefore of the Lord, as of one who cometh to 


Woo you in marriage, when ye are in the furnace; he ſeeketh his au- 


ſwer of you in affliction, to ſee if ye will ſay, Even fo I take him. 


Ft 2 


Madam, 
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Madam, give him this anſwer preſently, and in your mind do not 
ſecretly grudge nor murmur. When he is ſtriking you in love, 
beware to ſtrike again, that is dangerous; for thoſe who ſtrike a- 
gain, ſhall get the laſt blow. If I hit not upon the right ſtring, it 
is becauſe I am not acquainted with your Ladyſhip's preſent con- 
dition; but I believe your Ladyſhip goeth on foot laughing, and 
putting on a good countenance before the world, and yet ye carry 
heavineſs about with you. Ye do well, Madam, not to make them 
witneſſes of your grief, who cannot be curers of t: but be exceed. 
ing charitable of your dear Lord. As there be ſome friends 
worldly, of whom ye will not entertain an ill thought; far more 
ought ye to believe good evermore of your dear friend, that lovely 
fair Perſon, Jeſus Chriſt. The thorn is one of the moſt curſed 
and angrb and crabbed weeds, that the carth yielderh ; and yet 
out of it ſpringeth the roſe, one of the ſweeteſt ſmelled flowers, 
and moſt delighttul to the eye, that the earth hath : your Lord 
ſhall make joy and gladneſs out of your afflictions; for all his roſes 
have a fragrant ſmell. Wait for the time, when his own holy 
hand ſhall hold them to your noſe: and if ye would have preſent 


comfort under the crofs, be much in prayer; for at that time your 


faith kiſſeth Chriſt, and he kiſſeth the ſonl. And O if the breath 
of his holy mouth be ſweet ! I dare be cavtion, out of ſome ſmall 
experience, that ye ſhall not be beguiled; for the world (yea, not 
a few number of God's children) know not well what that is, 
But, Madam, come near to the God- 

head, and look down to the bottom of the well; there is much in 
kin. and ſweet were that death to drown in fachs well; your grief 
taketh liberty to work upon your mind, when ye are not buſied 


in tne meditation of the ever-delighting and all- bleſſed God- head. 


If ye would lay the price ye give out (which is but ſome few years 
pain and trouble) beſide the commodities ye are to receive, ye would 
ſce they are not worthy to be laid in the balance together; but it 
is nature that maketh you look what ye give out, and weakneſs of 
Faith that hindereth you to ſee what ye ſhall take in. Amend your 


hope, and friſt your faithful Lord a while; he maketh himſelf your 


debtor in the new covenant ; he ie honeſt, take his word, I Nahum 
i. 9. Ajlidion hall not foring rp the ſecond time, Rev. xxi. 7. 
He that gvercometh ſhall inherit all. things. Of all things then 


which ye want in this life, Madam, I am able to ſay nothing, if that 


be not beiteved which ye have, Rev. ii 7. and Rev. iii. 5. The 
evercomer ſhall be cathed in white raiment, &c. and v. 28. To the 
overcomer [will give ts fit with me in my throne, as I overcame and 
ev ſet aun with my Father in his throne. Conſider, Madam if 


ye are not high up now, and far ben in the palace of our Lord, 
When ye are upon a throne in white rament, at lovely Chriſt's el- 
bow. © tarice tools are we, who like new. bern princes weeping 

| in 
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in the cradle, know not that there is a kingdom before thera ! then 
let our Lord's ſweet hand ſquare us and hammer us, and ſtrike off 


the knots of pride, ſelf- love, and world-worſhip, and infidelity, 
that he may make us ſtones and pillars in his Father's houſe. Rev. 


11. 12. Madam, what think ye to take binding with the fair cor- 
ner-ſtone, Jeſus? The Lord give you wiſdom to believe and hope, 
your day is coming. I hope to be witneſs of your joy, as I have 


been a hearer and beho!der of your grief. Think ye much to fol- 
low the heir of the crown, who had experience of ſorrows, and was 


acquainted with grief; ? Ia. Iii. It were pride to aim to be above 
the King's Son; it is more than we deſerve, that we are equals in 
glory, in a manner, Now, commending you to the deareſt grace 


and mercy of God, I reſt 


Arwoth, Jan. 4. Your Ladyſhip's at all obedience 

1632. in Chriſt, S. R. 
F et ee ae IEEE eee 

11. To my Lady EENMU RE. | 


Maden, 
Nader ſtanding, a little alier the writing of my laſt letter, of 
the going of this bearer, I would not omit the opportunity 


ot remembering your Ladyſhip, {till harping upon that ſtring, | 


which in our who lifetime is never too often touched upon; nor 


is our leſſon well enough learned, that there is a neceſſity of advanc- 


ing in the way to the kingdom of God, of the contempt of the 
world, of denying ourſelf, and bearing of our Lord's croſs; which 
is no leſs necdful for vs, than daily food; and among many marks 
that we are on this journey, and under fail toward heaven, this is one, 


| when the love of God ſo filleth our hearts that we forget to love, and 


care too much for the having or wanting of other things; as one 


extreme heat burneth out another. By this, Madam, we know ye 
have betrothed your ſoul in marriage to Chriſt, when ye do make but 
ſmall reckoning of all other ſuiters or wooers, and when ye can 
(having little in hand, but much in hope) live as a young heir dur- 
ing the time of his non age and minority, being content to be as 


hardly handled, and under as preciſe a reckoning, as ſervants; be- 
cauſe bis hope is upon the inheritance: for this cauſe, God's bairns 
take well with the ſpoiling of their gieds, Heb, xi. 34. knowing in 


themſelves, that they have in heaven a better and an enduring Ab. 


ſtance. That day that the earth and the works therein ſhall be bunn— 
ed with fire, 2 Pet. ili. 10. your hidden hope and your hidden life 
ſhall appear: and therefore, ſince ye have not now many years of 
your endleſs eternity, and know not how ſoon the {ky above your 
head will rive, and the Son of Man will be ſeen in the clouds of hea- 
ven; what better and wiſer courſe can ye take, than to think that 


your one foot is here, and your other foot in the lite to come, and 
. 10 
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to leaveoff loving, deſiring, or grieving for the wants, that ſhall be 
made up, when your Lord and ye ſhall meet, and when ye ſhall give 
in your bill that day of all your wants here? If your loſſes be not 
made up, ye have place to challenge the Almighty ; but it ſhall 
not be ſo, Te fhall then rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
and your foy ſhall none take from you, John xvi. 22. It is enough, 
that the Lordhath promiſed you great things; only let the time 
of beſtowing them be in bis own carving. It is not for us to ſet 
an honr-glaſs to the Creator of time, ſince he and we differ only in the 
term of payment; ſince he hath promiſed payment, and we believe 
i;, it is no great matter, we will put that in his own will; as the 
trank buyer, who cometh near to what the ſeller ſeeketh, uſeth at 
dal to refer the difference to his will, and ſo cutteth off the 
courſe of mutual prigging. Madam, do not prig with your frank- 
hearted and gracious Lord, about the time of the fulfilling of 


your joys: it will be, God hath ſaid it; bide his harveſt, wait up- 


on his Whitſunday: his day is better than your day ; he putteth 


not the hook in the corn, till it be ripe and full-eared. The 


great Angel of the covenant bear you company till the trumpet 
{all ound, and the voice of the arch-angel awaken the dead.“ Ye 
Mall find it your only happineſs, under whatever thing diſturbeth 
and croſſeth the peace of your mind in this life, to love nothing for 
it{-If, but only God for himſelf : it is the crooked love of ſome 
harlots, that they love bracelets, ear-rings, and rings, better than 
tine lover that ſendeth them: God will not be fo loved; for that 
were to behave as harlots, and not as the chaſte ſpouſe, to abate 
{rom our love when theſe things are pulled away. Our love to him 
ould begin on earth, as it ſhall be in heaven: for the bride taketh 
not by a thouſand degrees fo much delight in her wedding-par- 
ment, as ſhe doth in her bridegroom; to we, in the life to come, 


Howbeit clothed with glory as with a robe, ſhall not be ſo much al- 


fe dged with the glory that goeth about us, as with the Bride- 
groom's joytul face and preſence. Madam, if ye can win to this 


here, the field is won; and your mind, for any thing ye want, or 
ror any thing your Lord can take from you, ſhall ſoon be calmed 


and quieted: get himſel as a pawn, and keep him, till your dear 


rd come and looſe the pawn, and rue upon you, and give you 


+l! again, that he took from you, even a thouſand talents for one 
-2:nny. It is not ill to lend God willingly, who otherwiſe both 
will and may take from you againſt your will: it is good to play 
1% uſarer with, and take in, inſtead of ten of the hundred, an hun- 
red of ten, often an hundred of one. Madam, fearing to be te- 
ious to you, I break off here, commending you, (as I truſt to do, 
wile I live) your perſon, ways, burdens, and all that concerneth 
zou, to that Almighty, who is able to bear you and your burdens: 
till remember you to him, who will cauſe you one day to laugh. 

1 expect 
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] expeCt that, whatever ye can do by word or deed, for the Lord's 
friendleſs Zion, ye will do it: ſhe is your mother; forget her not, 
for the Lord intendeth to melt and try this land, and it is high 
time we were all upon our feet, and falling about to try what claim 
we have to Chriſt. It is like the Bridegroom will be taken from 
us, and then we ſhall mourn, Dear Jeſus remove not, elſe take 
us with thee! Grace, grace be with you for ever, 
Anwoth, Jan. 14. Nur Laduſbip's at all dutiful 
| 1 632. 2 obellience, S. R. 


— . . ... 


12. To my Ly KENMURE. 


Madam, 

Our Ladyſhip will not (I know) weary nor offend, though! 
Y trouble you with many letters; the memory of what obliga- 
tions I ara under to your Ladyſhip i is the cauſe of it. I am  poſſi- 
bly impertinent in what I write, becauſe of my ignorance of your 
preſent eſtate: but for all that is faid, I have learned of Mr. W. 


D. that ye have not changed upon, nor wearied of your ſweet Ma- 


ſter, Chriſt, and his ſervice; neither were it your part to change 
upon him, who reſtetn in his love. Ye are among honourable 
company, and ſuch as affect grandeur and court. But, Madam, 


thi inking upon your eſtate, I think I fee an improvident wooer, 


coming too late to ſeek a bride, becauſe ſhe is contracted already, 
and promiſed away to another; and fo the wooer's buſking and 
bravery (who cometh to you, as who but he) is in vain: the out- 
ward pomp of this buſy wooer, a beguiling world, is now coming 
in to ſuit your ſoul too late, when ye have promiſed away your {out 
to Chriſt many years ago. And I know, Madam, what anſwer ye 
may now juſtly make to the late ſuiter, even this, © Ye are too long 


of coming: my foul the bride is away already, and the con- 


tract with Chriſt ſubſcribed; and I cannot choole, but I muſt b= 
honeſt and faithful to him.” Honourable Lady, keep your firlt love, 


and hold the firſt match with that ſoul-delighting lovely Bride- 


groom, our ſweet, ſweet Lord Jeſus, fairer than all the children of 
men, the roſe of Sharon, and the faireſt and ſweeteſt ſmelled roſe 


in all his Father's garden; there is none like him: I would not ex- 


change one ſmile of his lovely face with kingdoms. Madam, let 


ethers take their lilly feckleſs heaven in this life, envy them not; 


but let your ſoul, like a tarrowing and miſlearned child, take the 


dorts (as we uſe to ſpeak) or caſt at all things aud diſdain them, 


except one only; either Chriſt or nothing. Your Well- beloved 
Jelus will be content, that ye be here devoutly proud, and ill to 


: pleaſe, as one that contemneth all huſbands but himſelf : either the 


King's Son, or no huſband at all; this is Humble and worthy am- 
dition, What have ye to do 10 Jatl ; with a Whorich and too!i(h 
world? 
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world ? your jealous Huſband will not be content that ye look by 


bim to another; he will be jealous indeed, and offend, if ye kiſs a- 
nother but himſelt. What weights do burden you, Madam, I 


youth hath been hedging in your out-ſtraying affections, that they 
may not go a-whoring from himſelt: if ye were his baſtard, he 
would not nurture you fo; ; if ye were for the {laughter, ye would 
De fattened : but be content, ye are his wheat growing in our 
Lord's field, Matth. xiii, 25, 38. And if wheat, ye mult go under 
our Lord's threſhing inſtrument, in his barn- floor, and go through 
his ſteve, Amos ix. 9. and through his mill to be bruiſed, as the 
Prince of your ſalvation Jeſus + was, Iſa. liii. 9. that ye may be 
found good bread in your Lord's houſe. Lord Jeſus, bleſs the ſpi- 

ritual hufbandry, and ſeparate you from the chaff, that dow not 
bide the wind. I am perſuaded, your glaſs is ſpending itlelt by 
iittle and little; and if ye knew who is before you, jye would rejoice 
u your tribulations; Think ye it a ſmall honour to ſtand before 
the throne of God and the Lamb, and to be clothed in white, and 


to be called to the marriage: ſupper of the Lamb, and to be led to 


the Fountain of living waters, and to come to the Well-head, even 
God himſelf, and get your fill of the clear, cold, ſweet, refreſhing 
Hater of life, the King! s own well, and to put up your own ſiuful 
hand to the tree of life, and take down and cat the ſweeteſt ap- 
ple in all God's heavenly paradiſe, Jeſus Chriſt, your Life and your 
Lord? Up your heart, ſhout for joy, your King is coming to feich 
vou to his Father's houſe. Madam, I am in exceeding great heav- 

viacls, God thinking it belt for my own foul thus to exerciſe me 
tacreby (it may be) to fit me to be his mouth to others. I lee and 
hear, at home and abroad, nothing but matter of grief and diſ- 


 conragement, which indeed maketh my lite bitter; and I hope in 


god never to get my will in this world: and I expect ere long a 


Y hery trial upon the church; for as many men almoſt in England 


Scotland, as many falſe friends to Chriſt, and as many pulling 


and drawing to pull the crown off his holy head; and for fear that 


gur Beloved ſtay amongſt us (as if his room were more deſireable 
than himſelf) men are bidding him go ſeek his lodging. Madam, 


if ye have a part in ſilly friendleſs Zion, (as I know ye have) ſpeak | 


Word on her behalf to God and man: if ye can do nothing elle, 
ineak for Jeſus, and ye ſnall thereby be a witneſs againſt this de- 
zining age. Now, from my very ſoul, laying and leaving you on 


the Lord, and defiring a part in your prayers (as my Lord k'.ow- 
ech, remember you) I deliver over your body, ſpirit, and all your 

1:ceſſities to the hands of our Lord, and remain tor ever. 

Nau Lad lv ſhip's in your feet Lord 


Feſus and mine, S. R. 
13. To 


Ausboth, Feb. 13, 
1632. 
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but think it great mercy, that your Lord from your 
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13. To my Lady KENMURE., 


Madam, | | | 

E cauſe of my not writing to your Ladyſhip, is not my 
1 œäföorgetfulneſs of you, but the want of the opportunity of a 
| convenient bearer ; for I am under more than a {imple obligation 
to de kind (in paper, at leaſt) to your Ladyſhip. I bleſs our Lord 
through Chriſt, who hath brought you home again to your 
country, from that place, where ye have ſeen with your eyes that 
| which our Lord's truth taught you before, to wit, that worldly 
| glory is nothing but a vapour, a ſhadow, the foam of the water, 
or ſomething leſs and lighter, even nothing; and that our Lord 
bath not without cauſe ſaid in his word, 1 Cor. vii. 31. The coun- 
| tenance or faſhion of this world paſſeth away. In which place, 
| our Lord compareth it to an image in a looking glaſs, for it is the 
| looking-glaſs of Adam's ſons : ſome come to the glaſs, and ſee in it 
| the picture of honour, and but a picture indeed; for true honour 
is to be great in the ſight of God; and others fee in it the ſhadow 


| of riches, and. but a ſhadow indeed; for durable riches ſtand, as 


one of the maids of wiſdom, upon her left-hand, Prov. iii. 16. and 


2 third fort ſee in it the face of painted pleaſures, and the beholders 


| will not believe, but the image they ſee in this glaſs is a living man, 
| till the Lord come and break the glaſs in pieces, and remove the 
| face; and then, like Pharaoh awakened, they ſay, And behold it 
| was a dream, I know your Ladyſhip thinketh yourſelf little in 
| the common of this world, for the favourable aſpect of any of theſe 
three painted faces; and bleſſed be our Lord that it is ſo; the bet- 
ter for you : Madam, they are not worthy to be wooers to ſuit in 
marriage your ſoul, that looks to an higher match than to be mar- 
ried upon painted clay. Know therefore, Madam, the place whi- 
ther our Lord Jeſus cometh to woo a bride, it is even in the fur- 
nace: for if ye be one of Zion's daughters (which I ever put be- 
yond all queſtion, ſince I firſt had occaſion to ſee in your Ladyſhip 
| ſach pregnant evidences of the grace of God) the Lord, who hath 


his fire in Zion, and his furnace in Jeruſalem, Iſa. xxxi. 9. is pu- 


rifying you in the furnace: and therefore be content to live in it, 
and every day to be adding and ſewing to a paſment to your wed- 
ding-garment, that ye may at laſt decorated and trimmed as a bride 
for Chriſt, a bride of his own buſking, beautified in the hidden 
man of the heart, forgetting your father's houſe, fo foall the King 
greatly deſire your beauty, Pal. xlv. 11. If your Ladyſhip be not 
changed (as I hope ye are not) I believe ye eſteem yourielt to be 


of thoſe, whom God hath tried theſe many years, and refined as 


ſilver, But, Madam, I will ſhew your Ladyſhip a priviiege that 
others want, and ye have, in this caſe : ſuch as ate in profperity, 
| | * 1 4 | ] and 
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and are fatted with earthly joys; and increaſed with ch1l4r- 5 
friends, though the word of God is indeed written to ſuch 1c. (44 
inſtruction; yet to you who are in trouble, (ſpare me, Madam, tg 
ſay this) from whom the Lord hath taken many children, and whom 
be hath exerciſed otherwiſe, there are ſome chapters, ſome particy. 
lar promiſes in the word of God, made, in a mot ſpecial manner, 
which ſhould never have been yours, fo as they now are, if ye had 
your portion in this life, as others : and therefore all the comforts 
promiſes and mercies, God offereth to the afflicted, they are 2 
many love-letters written to you; take them to you, Madam, and 
claim your right, and be not robbed. It is no ſmall comfort, that 
God hath written ſome ſcriptures to you, which he hath not writ. 
ten to others: ye ſeem rather in this to be envied than pitied; and 
ye are indeed in this like people of another world, and thoſe that 
are above the ordinary rank of menkind, whom our King and 
Lord, our Bridegroom Jeſus, in his love-letter to his well beloved 
ſpouſe, hath named, beſide all the reſt, and hath written comforts 
and his hearty commendations, in the 56th of Haiah, ver. 4, f 


Plal. cxlvii. 2, 3. to you: read theſe and the like, and think your 


God is like a friend, that ſendeth a letter to a whole houſe and fa. 
mily ; but ſpeaketh in his letter to ſome by name, that are deareſt 
to him in the houſe : ye are then, Madam, of the deareſt friends of 
the Bridegroom ; if it were lawful, I would envy you, that God 
honoured you {o above many of his dear children. Therefore, Ma- 
dam, your part is, in this caſe (ſeeing God taketh nothing from you, 


but that which he is to ſupply with his own preſence) to defire 


your Lord to know his own room, and to take it even upon him 


to come in, in the room of dead children : Jehovah know thy own 


place, and take it to thee, is all you have to ſay, Madam, I per- 
faade myſelf, that this world is to you an unconth inns; and that 


ye are. like a traveller, who hath his bundle upon his back, and his 


ſtaff in his hand, and-his feet upon the door-threſhold : go forward, 


| honourable and ele& Lady, in the ſtrength of your Lord, (let the 


world bide at home and keep the houſe) with your face toward 
him, who longeth more for a fight of you, than ye can do for 
him: ere it be long he will ſee us. I hope to fee you laugh as chear- 
fully after noob, as ye have mourned before noon : the hand of 
the Lord, the hand of the Lord be with you in your journey. 
What have ye to do here ? This is not your mountain of reft ; a- 
riſe then, and ſet your foot up the mountain : go up out of the 
wilderneſs leaning upon the ſhoulder of your Beloved, Cant. viii. 
5. If ye knew the welcome that abideth you when ye come home, 
ye would haſten your pace; for ye ſhall ſee your Lord put up his 
own holy hand to your face, and wipe all tears from your eyes; 
and | trow, then ye (hail have ſome joy of heart. Madam, paper will- 
eth me to end before affection. Remember the eſtate of Zion; 
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pray that Jeruſalem may be as Zechariah propheſied, chap. xii. 3. 
„ burdenſome ftone for all, that whoſoever boweth down to roll ihe 
{tone out of the way, may hurt and break the joints of their back, 
and ſtrain their arms, and disjoint their ſhoulder-blades ; and pray 
Jehovah, that the ſtone may ly till in its own place, keep bond 
with the Corner-ſtone, I hope it ſhall be ſo; he is a ſkilled Maſter. | 
builder who laid it. I would, Madam, under great heavineſfs Wiles 
refreſhed with two lines from your Ladyſhip, which I refer to you: Fill 
| own wiſdom. Madam, I would ſeem undutiful not to ſhew you, THI 

that great ſollicitation is made by the town of Kirkcudbright, tor 100 
to have the uſe of my poor labours amongſt them. If the Lord {$1148 
| ſhall call, and his people cry, who am I to reſiſt ? But without h. 110 | 
| {een calling, and till the flock, whom I now overſee, be plante FAR 
| with one, to whom ] dare intruſt Chriſt's ſpouſe; gold nor ſilver 1 
nor favour of men, I hope, ſhall not looſe me. I leave your Lady 0 
ſhip, praying more earneſtly, for grace and mercy to be with you, 
| and multiplied upon you, here and hereafter, than my pen can ex- 
| preſs. The Lord Jeſas be with your ſpirit. 
| Kircudbright, © Your Ladyſbip's at all obedience 

| | 15 85 in the Lord, S. R. 
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14. Tomy Lady K EN M UR E. 


— A fo 


| Madam, pins | BE | 
| His ſaluted you, with grace and merey from God our Fa- 
| ther, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I long to ſee your 
| Ladylhip, and to hear how it goeth with you. I do remember 
jou, and preſent you and your neceſſities to him, whois able to keep 
| you, and preſent you blameleſs before his face with joy : and my 
| prayer to our Lord is, that ye may be ſick of love for him, who 9 
died of love for you; I mean, your Saviour Jeſus: and O ſweet \! 
were that ſickneſs, to be ſoul-fick for him! and a living death it 
were, to die in the fire of the love of that ſoul-lover, Jeſus! And, 
Madam, if ye love him, ye will keep his commandments ; and this 
| 1s not one of the leaſt, to lay your neck chearfully and willingly un- 
der the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt : for, I truſt, your Ladyſhip did firſt 
contract and bargain with the Son of God, to follow him upon 
theſe terms, that by his grace ye ſhould endure hardſhip, and ſuf- 
for affliction as the ſoldier of Chriſt; they are not worthy of Je- 
ſus, who will not take a blow ſor their Maſter's ſake. For our 
. $'orious Peace maker, when he came to make up the friendſhip be- 1-H 
„ wirt God and us, God bruiſed him, and ſtruck him, the finful FTW 
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s world allo did beat him, and crucify him; yet he took buffets of 1 
. both the parties : and, honour to our Lord Jeſus, he would not [L108 
| I {eve the field for all that, till he had made peace betwixt the par- 


dies. I perſuade myſelf, your ſufferings are but like your Saviour's, 
. F (yea, 
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(yea, incomparably leſs and lighter) which are called but a bruiſing 
of his heel, Gen. iii. 15. a wound far from the heart. Your liteis 
hid with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. And therefore ye cannot be rob- 
bed of it. Our Lord handleth us, as fathers do their young chil- 
dren; they lay np jewels in a place above the reach of the ſhort 
arm of bairns, elſe bairns would put up their hands, and take them 
down, and loſe them ſoon : fo hath our Lord done with our ſpiti- 
tual life; Jeſus Chriſt is the high coffer, in the which our Lord hath 
hid our life; we children are not able to reach up our arm ſo high 


as to take down that life and loſe it; it is in our Chriſt's hand: 


O, long, long may Jeſus be lord. keeper of our life! and happy 
are they that can, with the apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. lay their foul in pawn 
in the hand of Jeſus; for he is able to keep that which is commit- 
ted in pawn to him againſt that day. Then, Madam, fo long as this 
life is not hurt, all other troubles are but touches in the heel: I 
truſt ye will ſoon be cnted. Ye know, Madam, kings have ſome 
ſervants in their courts, that receive not preſent wages in their 
hand, but live upon their hopes: the King of kings alſo hath ſer- 


vants in his court, that for the preſent get little or nothing, but the 


heavy croſs of Chriſt, troubles without and terrors within; but 
they live upon hope; when it cometh to the parting of the inheri- 
tance, they remain in the houſe as heirs: it is better to be ſo, than 
to get preſent payment, and a portion in this life, an inheritance in 


this world; (God forgive me, that J ſhould honour it with the 


name of an inheritance, it is rather a farm-room) and then in the 
end to be caſten out of God's houſe, with tkis word, Ye have re- 
ceived your conſolation, ye will get no more. Alas! what get 


they? The rich glutton's heaven. O but our Lord, Luke xvi. 

| maketh it a ſilly heaven! he fared well (faith our Lord) and deli- 
cately every day: Oh! no more? a filly heaven! truly no more, 
except that he was clothed in purple, and that is all. I perſuade 

_ myſelf, Madam, ye have joy, when ye think that your Lord hath 
dcalt more graciouſly with your foul. Ye have gotten little in this 
life, it is true, indeed: ye have then the more to crave; yea, ye 


have all to crave: for, except ſome taſtings of the firſt-truits, and 
fome kiſſes of his mouth, whom your ſoul loveth, ye get no more. 


But I cannot tell yov what is to come; yet I may ſpeak as our Lord 


doth of it: the foundation of the city is pure gold, clear as cryſtal; 


the twelve ports are ſet with precious ſtones : if orchards 


and rivers commend a foil upon earth, there is a paradiſe there, 
wherein groweth the tree of life, that beareth twelve manner of 
fruits every month, which is ſevenſcore and four harveſts in the 
year; and there is there a pure river of water of life, proceeding 


out of the throne of God and of the Lamb: and the city hath no 
need of the light of the ſun or moon, or of a candle; for the Lord 


jeve 


God Almighty and the Lamb is the light thereof, Madam, belie 
an 
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and hope for this, till ye fee and enjoy. Jeſus is ſaying in the 


goſpel, Come and fee; and he is come down in the chariot of 


truth, wherein he rideth through the world, to conquer mens 


fouls, Pſal. XIV. 4. and is now in the world ſaying, Who will go 


with me? will ye go? My Father will make you welcome, and 
give you houſe - room; for in my Father's houte are many dwelling- 
places, Madam, conſent to go with him, Thus I reſt, com- 


| mending you to God's deareſt mercy. 


Anwoth. Yours in the Lord 
© "Tefus, S. R. 


15. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 


Madam, 
Am afraid now (as many others are) that at the fitting down 


I of our parliament, our Lord Jeſus his ſpouſe ſhall be roughly 
| handled; and it muſt be fo, ſince falſe and declining Scotland, 


whom our Lord took off the dunghill and out of hell, and made a 


fair bride to himſelf, hath broken her faith to her fweer Huſband, 
and hath put on the forehcad of a whore; and therefore he faith, 


he will remove. Would to God we could ſtir up ourſelves to lay 


hold upon him, who, being highly provoked with the handling 


he hath met with, is ready to depart. Alas, we do not importune 
him, by prayer and ſupplication, to abide amongſt us! If we could 
but weep upon him, and in the holy pertinacy of faith wreſtle 
with him, and ſay, We will not let thee go; it may be that then 
he, who is eaſy to be intreated, would yet, notwithſtanding of our 
high provocations, condeſcend to ſtay, and feed among the lilies, 
till that fair and deſireable day break, and the ſhadows flee away. 


Ah! what cauſe of mourning is there, when our gold is become 


dim, and the viſage of our Nazarites, ſometimes whiter than ſnow 
is become blacker than a coal; and Levi's houſe, once comparable 
to fine gold, is now changed, and become like veſſels in whom he 
hath no pleaſure ? Madam, think upon this, that when our Lord, 
who hath his handkerchief to wipe the face of the mourners in 


Zion, ſhall come to wipe away all tears from their eyes, he may 


wipe yours alſo, in paſſing amongſt others. I am confident, Ma- 
dam, that our Lord will yet build a new houſe to himſelf, of our 
rejected and ſcattered ſtones; for our Bridegroom cannot want à 
wife: can he live a widow ? nay, he will embrace both us the lit- 
tle young ſiſter, and the elder ſiſter, the church of the jews: and 
there will yet be a day of it; and therefore we have caule to rejoice, 
yea to ſing and ſhout for joy. The church hath been, fince the 
world began, ever hanging by a ſmall threed, and all the hands of 


hell and of the wicked have been drawing at the threed : bur, 


God be thanked, they only break their arms by pulling, but the 
threed 
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threed is not broken; ſor the ſweet fingers of Chriſt our Lord 
have ſpun and twiſted it: Lord, hold the threed whole. Madam, 
itir vp your huſband, to lay hold upon the covenant, and to do 
good. What hath he to do with the world? it is not his inheri. 
tance: deſire him to make home over, and put to his hand to lay 
one ſtone or two upon the wall of God's houſe, before he go hence. 


have heard alſo, Madam that your child is removed; but to have 


or want is beſt, as he pleaſeth. Whether ſhe be with you, or in 
©od's keeping, think it all one; nay, think it the better of the 
{wo by far, that ſhe is with him. I truſt in our Lord, that there 
is ſomething laid up and kept for you; for our kind Lord, who 
hath wounded you, will not be ſo cruel, as not to allay the pain 
of your green wound; and therefore claim Chriſt {till as your 


own, and own him as your One thing. So reſting, I recommend 


your Ladyſhip, your foul and fpirit, in pawn to him, who keepeth 
his Father's pawns, and will make an account of them faithfully, 
ven to that faireſt amongſt the ſons of men, our ſweet Lord Jeſus, 
the faireſt, the ſweeteſt, the moſt delicious Roſe of all his Father's 


Heat field. The ſmell of that Roſe perfume your ſoul. 


Anwoth, April 1. Tour Ladyſpip's in his fweeteft 
„ Lord Jeſus, S. R 
0 Add 

16. Tomy Lady K EN MU RE. 

Madam, 

{ Determined, and was deſirous alſo to have ſeen your Ladyſhip, 
but becauſe of a pain in my arm I could not. I know ye will 


not impute it to any unſuitable forgetfulneſs of your Ladyſhip, 


from whom, at my firſt entry to my calling in this country, and 
{ince alſo, I received ſuch comfort in my affliction, as, I truſt in 
God, never to forget it, and ſhall labour by his grace to recompenſe 
it, the only way poſſible to me, and that is, by preſenting. your 
Gul, perſon, houſe, and all your neceſſities, in prayer to him, whoſe 
i hope ye are, and who is able ro keep yon till that day of appear- 
ance, and to preſent you before his face with joy. I am contident 
our Ladyſhip is going forward, in the begun journey to your Lord 
and Father's home and kingdom; howbeit ye want not temptati- 


ons within and without: and who among the ſaints hath ever ta- 


ven that caſtle without ſtroke of ſword ? The chief of the houſe, 
ur elder brother, our Lord Jeſus, not being excepted, who won 
{is own houſe at home, due to him by birth, with much blood and 
many blows. Your Ladyſhip hath the more need to look to your- 
{elf, becauſe our Lord hath placed you higher than the reſt, and 
your way to heaven lieth through a more wild and waſte wilder- 
neſs, than the way of many of your fellow-trayellers; not only 
through the midit of this wood of thorns, the cumberſome my 

ut 
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but alſo through theſe dangerous paths, the vain- glory of it: the 
conſideration whereof hath often moved me to pity your ſoul, and 
the ſoul of your worthy and noble huſband. And it is more to 
you to win heaven, being ſhips of greater burden, and in the main- 
ſca, than for little veſſels, that are not ſo much in the mercy and 
reverence of the ſtorms; becauſe they may come quietly to their 
port by launching alongſt the coaſt: for the which canſe ye do 
much, if in the midſt of ſuch a tumult of buſineſs, and crowd of 


' temptations, ye ſhall give Chriſt Jeſus his own court, and his ou 


due place in your foul. I know and am perſuaded, that that love- 
ly One Jeſus is dearer to you than many kingdoms; and that ye 
eſteem him your Well-beloved, and the Standard-bearer among ten 
thouſand, Cant. v. 10. And it becometh him full well to take the 
place, and the board-head in your foul, before all the world: I 
knew and ſaw him with you in the furnace of affliction: for there 
he wooed you to himſelf, and choſe you to be his; and now he 
craveth no other hire of you but your love, and that he get no 
cauſe to be jealous of you. And therefore, dear and worthy Lady, 


be like to the freſh river, that keepeth its own freſh taſte in the 


falt-ſea, This world is not worthy of your foul: give it not a 
good -· day, when Chriſt cometh in competition with it. Be like 
one of another country: home and ſtay not; for the ſun is fallen 
low, and nigh the tops of the mountains, and the ſhadows are 
ſtretched ont in great length. Linger not by the way: the world 
and fin would train you on, and make you turn aſide; leave not 
the way for them, and the Lord Jeſus be at the voyage! Madam, 
many eyes are upon you, and many would be glad your Ladyſhip 
ſhould ſpill a Chriſtian, and mar a good profeſſor. Lord Jeſus 
mar their godleſs deſires, and keep the conſcience whole without 
a crack ! If there be a hole 1a it, fo that it take in water at a leak, 
it will with difficulty mend again. It is a dainty delicate creature, 
and a rare piece of the workmanſhip of your Maker; and therefore 
deal gently with it, and keep it entire, that, amidſt this world's 


glory, your Ladyſhip may learn to entertain Chriſt; and whatſoe- 


ver creature your Ladyſhip findeth not to ſmell of him, it may 


have no better reliſh to you than the white of an egg. Madam, 


it is a part of the truth of your profeſſion, to drop words in the 
ears of your noble huſband continually, of eternity, judgment, 


death, hell, heaven, the honourable profeſſion, the ſins of his 


father's houſe; he muſt reckon with God for his father's debt: 
forgetting of accounts payeth not debt; nay, the intereſt of a for- 
gotten bond runneth up with God, to intereſt upon intereſt, 
know, he looketh homeward, and loveth the truth; but I pity 
him, with my ſoul, becauſe of his many temptations ; Satan layeth 
upon men a burden of cares above a load, and maketh a pack horſe 
of meus ſouls, when they are wholly ſet upon this world. We 
| | O e 
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owe the devil no = ee it were wiſdom to throw off that 
joad into amire, and caſt all our cares over upon God. Madam, think 
ye have no child; ſubſcribe a bond to your Lord, that he ſhall 
be Eis, if he take her; and thanks and praiſe and glory to his ho- 
ly name, ſhall be the intereſt for a years loan of her. Look for 
croſles; and while it is fair weather, mend the fails of the ſhip, 

Now, hoping your Ladyſhip will pardon my tediouſneſs, I recom- 


mend your foul and perſon to the grace and mercy of our ſweet. 


Ford ſeſus, in whom I am | 
Auuoth, Nov. 15, Your Ladyſhip's at all dutiful obedience 
1053. in Ghrift, S. R. 
GA PPP F err oe ne tne Ne ene Be OXON » 
17. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Ma dam, | 
1 {| \ving received a letter from ſome of the wor thieſt of the mi- 
niſtry in this kingdom, the contents whereof J am deſired 
communicate to ſuch profeſſors in theſe parts, as I know love 
the beauty of Zion, and are afflicted to ſee the Lord's vineyard 
roddea under foot by the wild boars out of the wood, who lay it 
waltc ; I could not but alſo deſire your Ladyſhip's help, to join 
with the reſt, deſiring you to impart it to my Lord your husband; 
and if ye think it needful, I ſhall write to his Lordſhip, as Mr. G. 
©, Hail advertiſe me. Know therefore, that the belt affected of 
te miniſtry have thought it convenient and neceſlary, at ſuch a 
ine as this, that all who love the truth ſhould join their prayers 
together, and cry to God with humiliation and faſliag : the times 
which are agreed upon, are the firſt two ſabbaths of February next, 
and the ſix days intervening betwixt theſe ſabbaths, as they may 


conveniently be had, and the firſt ſabbath of every quarter: and 


the Cauſes, as they are written to me, are theſe; 1. Beſides the 
diſtrelles of the reformed churches abroad, the many reigning ſins 
6 uncleanneſs, ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs in this land; the 
preicnt judgments on the land, and many more hanging over us, 
whereof few are ſenſible, or yet know the right and true cauſe of 
them. 2. The lamentable and pitiful eſtate of a glorious church 
(in, {0 ſhort a time, againſt ſo many bonds) in doCtrine, ſacrament 
ch diſcipline, ſo ſore perſecuted, in the perfons of faithful paſtors 
ac profeſſors, and the door of God's houſe kept ſo trait, by ba- 
ſtard-porters, in ſo much that worthy inſtruments, able for the 
work, are held at the door; the rulers having turned over religion 
into policy, and the multitude ready 19 receive any religion that 
ſhall be enjoined by authority. 3. In our humiliation, beſides 
lat we are under a neceſſity of deprecating God's wrath, and 
vo ing to God ſincerely new obedience ; the weakneſs, coldnels, fi- 


'cuce and lukewarmnels of ſome of the beſt of the miniſtry, 155 
| 9 the 
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the deadneſs of profeſſors, who have ſuffe wy the truth both ſecr+:- 
Jy to be ſtolen away, and openly to be plucked from us, would he 
5 led. 4. Atheiſm, idolatry, profanity, and vanity would be 
contelied ; our king's heart recommended to God; and God - 
treated, that he would {tir up the nobles and the people to tvin 
from their evil ways. Thus, Madam, hoping that your Ladyſlup 
will join with others, that ſack a work be not flighted at ſuch a ne- 
ceſſary time, when our kirk is at the overturning, I will hs 
to myſelf your help, as the Lord in ſeci ec and prudence hall 

able you, that your Ladyſhip may rejoice with the Lord's s peop' ” 
when deliverance ſhall come: for true and ſincere humiliation cc: 
always ſpeed with God; and when authority, king, court, and 
church-men oppoſe the truth, what other armour have we bt 


prayer and faith? whereby if we wreltle with him, there is oro nd 


to hope, that thoſe who would remove the bardenfome ftone o f 
its place, ſhall but hurt their back, and the ftone ſhall not ben 


ed, at leaſt not removed, Zech. xii. 3. Grace, grace be with y 


from him who hath called you to the inheritance of the faints *:1 
light. 
Anwoth, Jan. 23. Nur Lady 01 s at all ſubmiſſive cbedience 
1634. in his fweet Lord Fefus, S. 
* DOCK; CE OS COTE OSS N. ON OOO Las ON 3 
18. 7e my Lady KENMURE. 


Madam, 
. ſubmiſſive and dutiful obedience 3 in our Lord Jeſus re. 
membered ; I truſt I need not much intreat your Ladythip 

to look to him, who hath ſtricken you at this time; but my duty. 
in the memory of that comfort I found in your Ladyſhi p's kindne!s, 
when I was no leſs heavy, in a caſe rot unlike that, {peaketh 10 
me, to ſay ſomething now; and I with I could eaſe your Ladyſhip 
at leaſt with words: I am perluaded, your Phy ſician will not ſlay 
you, but purge you; and ſecing he calleth himſelf the Chirurgion, 
who maketh the wound aud biudeth it up apain (for to lance a 
wound, is not to kill, but to cure the patient) Deut. XXXIi. 30. 
1 Sam. ii. 6. Job vi. ver. 18. Hol. vi. 1. 1 believe, faith will 7 
you to Kiſs a {triking Lord, and fo acknowledge the ſox creignty 
Cad (in the death of a child) to be above the power of us mor 
men, who may pluck up a flower in the bud, and not be ke 
for it: if our dear Lord pluck up one of his roſes, and pull down 
our and green fruit before harveſt, who can challenge him? to 
ne ſendeth us to his world, as men to a market, wherein ſome . 
many hours, and eat and driak, and buy and tell, and paſs throup 


the fair, till they be weary ; and ſuch are thole who live long, wad 
get a hearty fill of this life: and others again come ſlipping in 9 
the morning market, and do neither fit nor land, nor buy nor ſell, 
1 | * R but 
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but look about them a little, and paſs preſently home again; an 

theſe are infants and young ones, who end their ſhort market in 
the morning, and get but a ſhort view of the fair. Our Lord, who 
hath numbered man's months, and ſet him bounds that he cannot 
pals, Job xiv, 5. hath written the length of our market; and it is 
eaſter to complain of the decree, than to change it. I verily be- 
lieve, when I write this, your Lord hath taught your Ladyſhip to 
lay your hand on your mouth: but I ſhall be far from deſiring 
your Ladyfhip or any others to caſt by a croſs, like an old uſeleſs bill, 
that is only for the fire; but rather would wiſh, each croſs were 
looked in the face ſeven times, and were read over and over again, 
It is the meſſenger of the Lord, and fpeaks ſomething ; and the 
man of underſtanding will hear the rod, and him that hath appointed 
it: try what is the taſte of the Lord's cup, and drink with God's 
bleſſing, that ye may grow thereby. 1 truſt in God, whatever 
ſpeech it utter to your foul, this is one word in it, Job v. 17. He. 
bold, bleſſed is the man whom God correfeth: and that it faith to 


you, ye are from home while here; ye are not of this world, as 
your Redeemer Chriſt, was not of this world. There is ſomething MW 


keeping for you, which is worth the having. All that is here is 


condemned to die, to pals away like a ſnow ball before a ſummer- 


ſun; and ſince death took firſt poſſeſſion of ſomething of yours, 
it hath been and daily is creeping nearer and nearcr to yourlelt, 
howbeit with no noiſe of feet. Your huſbandman and Lord hath lop- 
ved off ſome branches already, the tree itfelf is to be tranſplanted 
to the high garden; in a good time be it, our Lord ripea your 
Ladyſhip. All theſe croſſes (and indeed when I remember them, 
they are heavy and many, peace, peace be the end of them) are 
to make you white and ripe for the Lord's harveſt hook. I haye 
ſeen the Lord weaning you from the breaſts of this world: it was 
never his mind, it ſhould be your patrimony, and God be thanked 


for that; ye look theliker one of the heirs : let the moveables go, why 


not? they are not yours: faſten your grips upon the heritage: 
and our Lord Jeſus make the charters ſure, and give your Ladythip 
to grow as a palm-tree on God's mount Zion; howbeit ſhaken 


with winds, yet the root is faſt. — This is all I can do, to recom 


mend your caſe to your Lord, who hath you written upon che 
palms of his hand. Tf I were able to do more, your Ladyſhip may 
believe me, that gladly I would. I truſt ſhortly to ſee your Lady. 
ſhip. Now he who hath called you, confirm and eſtabliſh you! 
heart in grace unto the day of the liberty of the ſons of God. 
Arawe!, April 29, Your Ladyſhips at all ſubmiſſive 96ea 
1634. ence in his fwcet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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19. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 
My very noble and wsrthy Lady, 


O oft as I call to mind the comforts, that I myſelf, a poor friend- 
leſs ſtranger, received from your Ladyſhip here in a ſtrange 


part of the country, when my Lord took from me the delight of 


mine eyes, as the word ſpeaketh, Ezek xxiv. 16. (which wound is 
| not yet fully healed and cured.) I truſt your Lord ſhall remem- 
| her that, and pive you comfort now, at ſuch a time as this, where- 
in your deareſt Lord hath made you a widow, that ye may be a 
free woman for Chriſt, who is now fuiting for marriage love of 
| you; and therefore, ſince you ly alone in your bed, let Chriſt be 
| as a bundle of myrrh, to ſleep and ly all the night betwixt your 
| breaſts, Cant. i. 1 3. and then your bed is better filled than before: 
| and ſeeing, among all croſſes ſpoken of in our Lord's word, this 
| giveth you a particular right to make God your huſband, (which 
| was not ſo yours, while your huſband was alive) read God's mercy 
out of this viſitation. And albeit I muſt out of ſome experience 
ſay, the mourning for the huſband of your youth be by God's own 
{ mouth the heavieſt worldly ſorrow, Joel i. 8. and though this, be 
the weightieſt burden that ever lay upon your back, yet ye know 
(when the fields are emptied, and your husband now atleep in the 
Lord) if ye ſhall wait upon him, who hideth his face fora while, that 
it lyeth upon God's honour and truth to fill the field, and to be a 
husband to the widow : ſee and conſider then what ye have loſt, 
and how little it is. Therefore, Madam, let me entreat you in the 
bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, and by the comforts of his Spirit, and your 
appearance before him, let God, and men, and angels now ſee what 


is in you: the Lord hath pierced the veſſel, it will be known whe- - 


ther there be in it wine or water : let your faith and patience be 
ſeen, that it may be known your only beloved firſt and laſt hath 
been Chriſt : and therefore now, were your whole love upon him, 
he alone is a ſuitable object for your love and all the affections of 
your ſoyl. God hath dried up one channel of your love, by the 
removal of your husband: let now that ſpeat run upon Chriſt : 
your Lord and Lover hath graciouſly taken out your husband's 
name, and your name, out of the ſummons, that are raiſed, at the 
inſtance of the terrible ſin-revenging Judge of the world, againſt 
the houſe of Kenmure: and I dare ſay that God's hammering of 
you from your youth, is only to make you a fair carved ſtone, in the 
upper high temple of the New Jeruſalem. Your Lord never thought 
this world's vain painted glory a gift worthy of you; and therefore 


would not beſtow it on you, becauſe he is to propine you with a 


better portion : Jet the moveables go, the inheritance is yours; 
Ye are a child of the houſe, and joy is laid up for you; it is long 
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in coming, but not the worſe for that. I am now expecting to 
ſee, and that with joy and comfort, that which I hoped of you, 
ſince 1 knew you fully; even that ye have laid ſuch ſtrength upon 
the holy One of Iſrael, that ye dcty troubles ; and that your font is 
a caſtle that may be beſieged, but cannot be taken. What 
have you to do here ? This world never looked like a friend upon 
you: ye owe it little love, it looked ever four like upon you; how. 
beit ye ſhould woo it, it will not match with you; and ther. [ore 
never ſeck warm fire under cold ice. This is not a field gere 
your happinels groweth ; it is up above, where, Rev. vii. 9. there 
are a great muliitude, which no man can number, of ail nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, ſtanding before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands: what ye could never get here, ye ſhall find there. And 
withal conſider, how in all theſe trials, (and truly they have been 
many) your Lord hath been looſing you at the root from periſhing 
things, and hunting after you, to grip your ſoul. Madam, for the 
Son of God's ſake, let him not mils his grip, but ſtay and abide in 
the love of God, as Jude faith, ver. 21. Now, Madam, I hope 
your Ladyſhip will take theſe lines in good part; and wherein! 
have fallen ſhort and failed to your Lidyſhip, in not evidencing 
what I was obliged to your more than undeſer ved love and reſpect, 
I requeſt for a full pardon for it. Again, my dear and noble Lady, 
let me beſecch you to lift up your head, for the day of your re- 
demption draweth near: and remember, that ſtar - that ſhined in 
Galloway is now ſhining in another world. Now I pray that God 
may anſwer his own ftile to your jonl; and that he may be to you 

the God of all conſolations. Thus ] remain 
Anwoth, Sept. 14. Your Lacluſbip's at all dutiful obedicnee MM 
1024. in the Lord, S. R. t 
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20. 7 my Lady KENMURE. 

1 Dadam, „ a 
1 LL dutiful obedience in our Lord remembered; I know ye f 
bs are now near one of thoſe ſtrairs, in which ye have been be- ; 

| | 


| fore: but becauſe your outward comforts are fewer, J pray him, 
| whole ye are, to ſupply what ye want, another way: for howbeit 
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þ we cannot win to the bottom of his wiſe providence, who ruleth 

if all; yet it is certain, this is not only good, which the Almighty 

jp hath done, but it is beſt: and he hath reckoned all your ſt-ps to 

1 heaven; and if your Ladyſhip were through this water, there 2re 

. | the fewer behind; and if this were the laſt, I hope your Ladyſhip 
lf | hath lcarned by on- waiting to make your acquaintance with death, 

| which being, to the Lord, the woman's Seed, Jeſus, only a bloody 

5 heel, and not a broken head, Gen, iii, 1 5, Cannot be ill to his friends, 

T | | | 


who 
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who get far leſs of death than himſelf. Therefore, Madam 
ſeeing ye know not but the journey is ended, and ye are come 
to the water-ſide, in God's wiſdom, look all your papers 
and your counts, and whether ye be ready to receive the kingdom 
of heaven as a little child, in whom there is little haughtineſs and 
much humility, I would be far from diſconraging your Ladyſhip; 
but there is an abſolute neceſſity, that, near eternity, we look ere 
we leap, ſeeing no man winneih back again to mend his leap. I 
am confident your Ladyſhip thinketh often upon it, and that your 
old Guide ſhall go before you and take your hand: his love to 
you will not grow ſour, nor wear out of date, as the love of men, 
which groweth old and gray-haired often before themſelves. Ye 
have ſo much the more reaſon to love a better life than this, becauſe 
this world hath been to you a cold fire, with little heat to the bo- 
dy, and as little light, and much ſmoke to hurt the eyes. But, 
Madam, your Lord would have you tninking 1t but dry breaſts, 


full of wind, and empty of food. In this late viſitation that hath | 


befallen your Ladyſhip, ye have ſeen God's love and care, in ſuch a 
meaſure, that I thought, our Lord brake the ſharp point off the 
croſs, and made us and your Ladyſhip fee Chriſt take poſſcfſion, 
and infeitment upon earth of him, who is now re ;ning and tri- 
umphing with the hundred and forty four thouſand, who ſtand 
with the Lamb on mount Zion. I know, the ſweeteſt of it is bit- 
ter to you; but your Lord will not give you painted croſſes: he 
pareth not all the bitterneſs from the croſs, neither taketh he the 


| ſharp edge quite from it; then it ſhould be of your wailing, and not 


of his, which ſhould have as little reaſon in it, as it ſhould have 
profit for us. Only, Madam, God commandeth you now to be. 
lieve, and caſt anchor in the dark night, and climb up the moun- 
tain: he who hath called you, eſtabliſh you and confirm you to the 
end. I had a purpoſe to have viſited your Ladyſtip ; but when I 


thought better upon it, the truth is, I cannot fee what my compa- 


ny could profit you: and this hath broken off my purpoſe, and no 


other thing. I know many honourable friends and worthy pro- 


feſſors will ſee your Ladyſhip; and that the Son of God is with 


you, to whoſe love and mercy, from my foul, I recommend your 
_ Ladyſhip, and remain . 


Anwoth, Nov. 29. Your Ladyſhip's at all dutiful 5bedience 
1024. -- in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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21. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, 


* humble obedience in the Lord remembered. Know, it 
| hath pleaſed the Lord, to let me ſce, by all appearance, my 
labours in God's houſe here arc at an end; and l muſt now learn 
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to ſuffer, in the which J am a dull ſcholar. By a ſtrange provi 
dence, ſome of my papers, anent the corruptions of this time, are 
come to our king's hand: 1 know by the wiſe and well-affeRed, I 
thall be cenſured, as not wiſe nor circumſpect enough; but it is 
ordinary, that that ſhould bea part of the croſs of thoſe who ſuffer 
for bim: yet I love and pardon the inſtrument : I would commit 
my life to him, howbeit by him this hath befallen me; but I look 
higher than to him. I make no queſtion of your Ladyſhip's love 
and care to do what ye can for my help; and am perſuaded that 


in my adverſities your Ladyſhip will with me well. I ſeek no other 


thing, but that my Lord may be honoured by me, in giving a teſti- 
mony. I was willing. to do bim more ſervice; but ſeeing he will 


have no more of my labours, and this land will thruſt me out, ! 


pray for grace tolearn to be acquaint with miſery, if I may give 60 
rough a name to ſuch a mark of thoſe who ſhall be crowned with 
Chriſt: and howbeit 1 will poſſibly prove a faint-hearted unwiſe 


man in that, yet I dare ſay, I intend otherwiſe : and I deſire not to 


go on the lee. ſide or ſunuy- ſide of religion, to put truth betwixt 


Oo 


me and a ftorm ; my Saviour did not fo for me, who in his ſuffer- 
ing took the windy-lide of the hill, No further, but the Son of 


God be with you. | 
Anwoth, Dec. 5. Tar Lady ſhip's in the Lord 
1634. | Jeſus, S. R. 
FU.... SIALIDCOSOUIS ICIS IEICE SDS WCET 
22. Tomy Lady KENMURE, 


Madam, | 
Received your Ladyſhip's letters from J. E. I thank our 
Lord, ye are as well, at leaſt, as one may be, who is not come 

home : it is a metcy, in this ſtormy ſea, to get a ſecond wind; for 
none of the ſaints get a firſt, but they muſt take the winds, as the 


Lord of the ſeas cauſeth them to blow; and the inn, as the Lord 


and Mafter of the inns hath ordered it: if contentment were here, 
heaven were not heaven. Whoever ſcek the world to be their 
bed, ſhall at beſt find it ſhort and ill made, and a ſtone under their 
{ide to hold them waking, rather than a ſoft pillow to fleep upon. 
Ye ought to bleſs your Lord, that it is not wore : we live in a ſea, 
where many have ſuffered ſhipwreck, and have need that Chriſt fit 
at the helm of the ſhip. It is a mercy to win to heaven, though 
with much hard toil and heavy labour, and to take it by violence, 
j and well as it may be: better go ſwimming and wet through our 
waters, than drown by the way; efpecially now when truth ſuffer- 
eth, od great men bid Chriſt fit lower and contract himſelf in lels 
bounds, as if he took too much room, I expect our new Prelate 


' thall try my {icting. ] hang by a threed, but it is (if I may ſpeak 


oh of Chriſt's ſpinning © there is no quartz] more honeſt or honour: 
EE ERA able, 


* 


able, than to ſuffer for truth; but the worſt is, that this kirk is hl! 
like to ſink, and all her lovers and friends ſtand afar off, none 100% 
mourn with her, and none mourn for her. But the Lord ſeſus FIT 
will not be put out of his conqueſt ſo ſoon, in Scotland: it wi de 1 
ſeen, the kirk and truth will riſe again within three days, and Chrif! 1 
again ſhall ride upon his white horſe; howbeit his horſe ſeem now it 
to ſtumble, yet he cannot fall: the fulneſs of Chriſt's harveſt in the e 
end of the earth is not yet come in. I ſpeak not this, becaule 1 1 
would have it ſo, but upon better grounds than my naked liking. Þ 
But enough of this fad ſubject. I long to be fully aſſured of your un 
Ladyſhip's welfare, and that your ſoul proſpereth, eſpecially now a: 
in your ſolitary life, when your comforts outward are few, and _ 
when Chriſt hath yoa for the very uptaking. I know his love to 1 
you is ſtill running over, and his love hath not ſo ba a memory as Us 
to forget you and your dear child, who hath two Fathers in hea- 1 
ven, the one the Ancient of days. I truſt in his mercy, he hath 1 
ſomething laid up for him above, however it may go with him 
here. I know, it is long ſince your Ladyſhip ſa rhis world turn- 
ed your ſtep- mother, and did forſake you. Madam, jc have rea- 
ſon to take in good part a lean dinner and ſpare diet, in this life, 
ſeeing your large ſupper of the Lamb's preparing will recompenſe 
all: let it go, which was never your's, but only in ſight, not in pro- 
perty: the time of your loan will wear ſhorter and ſhorter, and 
time is meaſured to you by ounce-weights: and then I know, your 
hope ſhall be a full ear of corn, and not blaſted with wind: it may 
be your joy, that your anchor is up within the vail, and that the 
ground it is caſt upon, is not falſe, but firm. God hath done his 
R part: I hope ye will not deny to fill and fetch home all your love 
5 to himſelf; and it is but too narrow and {hort for him, if it were 
R more: if ye were before pouring all your love (if it had been ma- 
J 
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ny gallons more) in upon your Lord, if drops fell by in the in-pour- l 
ing, he forgiveth you: be hath done now all that can be done, to | 
: win beyond it all, and hath left little to woo your love from him- 
. ſelf, except one only child: what is his purpole herein, he know- | 
n eth beſt, who hath taken your ſoul in tutoring. Your faith may be 
boldly charitable of Chriſt, that, however matters go, the worſt 
| ſhall be a tired traveller, and a jovtul and tweet weicome-home. 


x The back of your winter night is broken: look to the ealt, he þ 
; day ſky is breaking; think not that Chriſt loſeth time, or linger— I 
; eth unſuitably. O fair, fair and fweet morning! We are but as at! 
lea-paſſengers ; if we look right, we are upon cur country coalt ; I 
: our Redeemer is faſt coming, to take this od worm eaten world, . 
. like an old moth- eaten garment, in his two hands, and to roll it up, 4: 14008 
. and lay it by him. Theſe are the laſt days, and in oath is given, I 
c Rev. x. by God himſelt, that time ſhall be no more : and when | 
: time itſelf is old and gray haited, it were good we wele away, Fi 

| | ü 
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252 Mr. x UTHERFOORNM D's Epiſt. 23, 24. 
us, Madam, ye ſee I am, as my cuſtom is, tedious in my lines 
aur Ladyſhip will pardon it, The Lord Jeſus be with your tpi. 
mi | N f 
 Anwoth, Jun. 18. 1636. Your Lady ſbip's at all obedience 
| | | | in Chriſt, S. R. 
—— TTT 
23. 77 my Lady KENMURE. 


Right honourable, 


1 Cannot find a time for writing ſome things I intended on Job, 


I have been ſo taken up wich the broils, that we are incamber- 
ed with in our calling: for Prelates will have us either to ſwallow 
our lipht over, and digeſt it, contrary to our ſtomachs, howbeit we 
ſhould vomit our conſcience and all, in this troublæſome conformi- 
ty; or then he will try if deprivation can convert us to the cere- 
monial faith. T write to your Ladyſhip, Madam, not as diſtruſting 
your affection, or willingnels to help me, as your Ladyſhip is able 
by yourſelf or others, but to advertiſe you, that I hang by a ſmall 
thread : for our learned Prelate, becauſe we cannot fee with his 
yes, ſo far in a mill-ſtone, as his light doth, will not follow his 
Maſter, meck Jeſus, who waited upon the wearied and ſhort-breath- 


ed in the way to heaven: and where all ſee not alike, and ſome 


are weaker, he carrieth the lambs in his boſom, and leadeth gently 


thoſe that are with young. But we mult either fee all the evil of 


ceremonies to be but as indifferent {traws, or ſuffer no leſs than to 
be caſten out of the Lord's inheritance, Madam, if 1 had time, I 
would write more at length; but your Ladythip will pardon me, 
Ul] a fitter occaſion. Grace be with you and your child, and bear 
au company to your belt home. 


Arwoth, June 8. Nur Ladyſbip's in his ſweet 
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24 7% EARLST OUN Elder. 
Much honoured Sir, | | 


| Have heard of the mind and malice of your adverſaries againſt 


1 you : it is like they will extend the law they have, in lengih 
and breadth, anſwerable to their heat of mind; but it is a great 


part of your glory, that the cauſe is not yours, but your Lord's 


whom ye ſerve: and I doubt not, but Chriſt will count it his ho- 
aour, to back his weak ſervant; and it were a ſhame for him (with 
ieverence to his holy name) that he ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be in 
de common of ſuch a poor man as ye are, and that ye ſhould give 
but for him, and not get in again: write up your depurſements for 
our Maſter Chriſt, and keep the count what ye give out, whether 
ame, credit, goods or life, and ſuſpend your reckoning till og 


Epiſt. 24. LETTERS. — 363 
the evening; and remember that a poor weak ſervant of Chrilt 
wrote it to you, ye ſhall have Chriſt, a King, caution for your in 
comes and all your loſſes. Reckon not from the forenoon : take 
the word of God for your warrant, and for Chriſt's act of caution- 


| ry, howbeit body, life and goods go for Chriſt your Lord, and 
| though ye ſhould loſe the head for him; yet, Luke xxi. 18. T 
| [ball not one hair of your head periſh, ver. 19. In patience there/+r: 
| poſſeſs your foul, And becauſe ye are the firſt man in Galloway 
| called out, and queſtioned for the name of Jeſus, his eye hath been 
{ upon you, as upon one whom he deſigned to be among his wirt. 
ſes. Chriſt hath ſaid, Alexander Gordon ſhall lead the ring, in 
| witneſſing a good confeſſion ; and therefore he hath put the garland 
ol ſuffering for bimſelf firſt upon your head: think yourſelf {5 
much the more obliged to him, and fear not; for he layeth tj; 
| right-hand on your head. He who was dead and is alive wil 
| plead your cauſe, and will look attentively upon the proceſs [70m 
| the beginning to the end: and the Spirit of glory ſhall reſt vpon | 
| you, Rev. ii. 10. Fear none of theſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer : 
bebald the devil ſhall caft ſome of you into priſon, that ye may be tied, 
and ye ſhall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unts u 
| death, and I will give thee the crown of life. This lovely One Je- 
| ſus, who alſo became the Son of man, that he might take ſtrokcs 
for you, write the croſs-ſweetening and ſoul-ſupporting ſenſe of 
| theſe words in your heart. Theſe rumbling wheels of Scotland's 
ten days tribulation are under his looks, who hath ſeven eyes. 
Take an houſe on your head, and flip yourſelf by faith under Chri!?'s 
| wings, till the ſtorm be over: and remember, when they have 
drunk us down, Jeruſalem will be a cup of trembiing and of pot - 


ſon, Zech. xii, 2. They {hall be fain to vomit out the ſaints; {ur 


| Judah, ver. 6. /ball be an hearth of fire in a ſheaf, and they ſball le- 
vour all the people round about, on the right-hand, and on the e. 
Wo to Zion's enemies, they have the worlſt of it: for we bare 
| writ for the victory. Sir, Ye were never honourable till now: 


this is your glory, that Chriſt hath put you in the roll with him- 


| ſelf, and the reſt of the witneſſes, who are come out of great trib - 
| lation, and have waſhed their garments, and made them white 


the blood of the Lamb. Be not caſt down, for what the ſervants 


| of Antichriſt caſt in your teeth, That ye are a head to, and favour- 


er of the Puricans, and leader to that ſect. If your confcieucs 
ſay, Alas, here is much din and little done, (as the proverb is) be- 
cauſe ye have not done ſo much ſervice to Chriſt that way as ye 


might and ſhould : take courage from that fame temptation ; for 


your Lord Chriſt looketh upon that very challenge, as an hunger 
ing deſire in you to have done more than ye did; and that filleth 
up the blank, and he will accept of what ye have done in that kind. 
If great men be kind to you, I pray you overlook them; if they 
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ſmile on you, Chriſt but borroweth their face, to ſmile through 
them upon his afflicted ſervant : know the Well head; and for a] 
that, learn the way to the Well itſelf, Thank God that Chrif 
came to your houſe in your abſence, and took with him ſome g 
your children: he preſumeth that much on your love, that x 
would not offend; and howbeit he ſhould take the reſt, he canny 
come upon your wrong fide * I queſtion not, if they were childre 
of gold, but ye think them well beſtowed upon him. Fx 


pound two rods on you, one in your houſe at home, another a 
your own perſon abroad: love thinketh no evil; if ye were na 
_ Chriſt's wheat, appointed to be bread in his houſe, he would na 
grind you. But keep the middle line, neither deſpiſe nor faint 
Heb. xii. 6, Ye ſee your Father is homely with you: ſtrokes of 
a father evidence kindnefs and care; take them ſo. I hope you 


Lord hath manifeſted himſelf to you, and ſuggeſted theſe or more 
choice thoughts about his dealing with you: we are uſing our 


weak moyen and credit for you, up at our own court; as we dow, 
we pray the king to hear us, and the Son of man te go ſide for fide |W 
with you, and hand in hand, in the fiery oven, and to quicken and 


encourage your unbelieving heart, when ye droop and deſpond. 
Sir, to the honour of Chriſt be it ſaid, my faith goeth with my 
pen now: I am preſently believing Chriſt ſhall bring you out. 
Fruth in Scotland (halt keep the crown of the cauſeway yet; the 


| faints ſhall ſee religion go naked at noon-day, free from ſhame and 


fear of men : we ſhall divide Shechem, and ride upon the high places 
of Jacob. Remember my obliged reſpects and love to my Lady 


Kenmure and her fweet child. 


Anuoth, July 6. 1 Yours ever in his feet 
1636, Lord Jeſus, S. R 


TT.... c 


25. To the Viſcaunteſs of K EN M UR E. 


Madam, | 55 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I know ye are near many 
; comforters, and that the promiſed Comforter is near hand al- 
ſo; yet, becauſe found your Ladyſhip comfortable to myſelf, in my 
fad days, that are not yet over my head, it is my part, and more in 
many reſpects (howbeit I can do little, God knoweth, in that kind) 


to ſpeak to you in your wilderneſs lot. I know, dear and noble 


Lady, this loſs of your dear child eame upon you, one piece and 
part of it after another; and that ye was looking for it, and that 
now the Almighty hath brought on you that which ye fearcd ; and 
that your Lord gave you lawful warning : and I hope, for his 
ſake, who brewed and maſked this cup in heaven, ye will gladly 


drink, and ſalute and welcome the croſs. I am ſure, it is not your 


Lord's mind to feed you with judgment and worm-wood, and to 
> give 


n 26 E 


give you waters of gall to drink, Ezek. xxxiv. 16. Jer ix. 15. 
know, your cup is ſugared with mercy; and that the withering of 
the bloom, the flower, even the white and red of worldly joys, is 
for no other end, but to buy out at the ground the reverſion o 
your heart and love. Madam, ſubſcribe to the Almighty's will; 


| put your hand to the pen, and let the croſs of your Lord Jeſus have 


your ſubmiſſive and reſolute AMEN. If ye aſk and try whoſe this 


'W croſs is? I dare fay, it is not all your own, the beſt half of it is 
Chriſt's; then your croſs is no born-baſtard, but lawfully begot- 
ten, it ſprang not out of the duſt, Job v. 6. If Chriſt and ye be 
* halvers of this ſuffering, and he ſay, half-mine, what ſhould ail 
you? And J am here right upon the ſtile of the word of God, Phil. 
mi. 10, The fellowſhip of Chriſt's ſufferings, Col. i. 29. The 
| remnant of the afflictions of Chriſt, Heb. xi. 28. reproach of 
| Chriſt, It were but to ſhift the comforts of God, to fay, Chriſt 
| had never ſuch a croſs as mine, he had never a dead child, and 
| this is not his croſs, neither can he in that meaning be the owner 
| of this croſs: but I hope, Chriſt when he married you, married 
& you and all the croſſes and wo-hearts that follow you: and the 
| word maketh no exception, Iſa. Ixiii. 9, In all their afflictious 
| he was afflifted: then Chriſt bore the firſt ſtroke of this croſs, it 


rebounded off him on upon you, and ye get it at the fecond hand, 
and ye and he are halvers in it: and I ſhall believe, for my part, 


he mindeth to diſtil heaven out of this loſs, and all others the like 
for wiſdom deviled it, and love laid it on, and Chriſt owneth it as 


his own, and putteth your ſhoulder only beneath a piece of it. 
Take it with joy as no baſtard-croſs, but as a viſitation of God 
well born; and ſpend the reſt of your appointed time, till you: 
change come, in the work of believing ; and let faith, that never 
yet made a lie to you, ſpeak for God's part of it, * He will not, he 
doth not make you a ſea or a whale-fiſh, that he keepeth you in 
ward, Job vii. 12.“ It may be, ye think not many of the children 
of God in ſuch a hard caſe as yourſelf; but what would ye think of 
ſome, who would exchange afflictions, and give you to the boot 
but I know, yours muſt be your own alone, and Chriſt's together. 
T confeſs it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that your Lord ſhould have done 
that which ſeemeth to ding out the bottom of your comforts 
worldly : but we ſee not to the ground of the Almighty's ſovereign- 


ty; he goeth by on our right-hand, and on our left hand, and we 


ſee him not: we ſee but picces of the broken links of the chains of 
his providence, and he coggeth the wheels of his own providence, 
that we ſee not. O let the Former work his own clay in what 
frame he pleaſeth! Shall any teach the Almighty knowledge ? if 
he purſue dry ſtubble, who dare ſay, what doſt thou? do not wonder, 
to ſee the Judge of the world weave in one web, your mercies and 
the judgments of the houſe of Kenmure: he can make one web of 


73 contraries. 
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contraries. But my weak advice, with reverence and correction, 
were for you, dear and worthy Lady, to ſee how far mortification 
goeth on, and what ſcum the Lord's fire caſteth out of you, 1 
know, ye ſee your knottineſs, ſince our Lord wheteth and heweth 
and plaineth you ; and the glancing of the furnace is to let you 
ſce what ſcum or refuſe ye muſt want, and what froth is in nature, 
that muſt be boiled out, and taken off in the fire of your trials. 1 
do not ſay, heavier afflictions propheſy heavier guiltineſs; a croſs is 
often but a falſe - prophet in this kind: but 1 am ſure, our Lord 
would have the tin, and the baſtard metal in you, removed; leſt 


the Lord ſay, The bellows are burnt, the lead is conſumed i in the 


fire, the founder melted in vain, Jer. vi. 29. And [I ſhall hope, 
that grief ſhall not ſo far ſmother your light, as not to practiſe this 
ſo neceſſary a duty, to concur with him in this bleſſed deſign. 1 
would gladly plead for the Comforter's part of it, not againſt you, 


Madam, (for I am ſure ye are not his party) but againſt your grief, 


which will have its own violent incurſions in your ſoul; and I think 
it be not in your power to help it: but I muſt ſay, there are com- 
forts allowed upon you; and therefore want them not. When 
ye have gotten a running over ſoul, joy now, that joy will never 


| be miſſed out of the infinite ocean of delight, which is not dimi- 


niſhed by drinking at it, or drawing out of it. It is a Chriſtian art, 


to comfort yourſelf in the Lord; to ſay, I was obliged to render 


back again this child to the giver; and if J have had four years 
Joan of him, and Chriſt's eternity's poſſeſſion of him, the Lord 


| hath keeped condition with me: if my Lord would not have him 


and me to tryſt both in one hour, at death's door-threſhold toge- 


ther, it is his wiſdom ſo to do, I am fatisfied : my tryſt is ſuſpend. 


ed, not broken oft, nor given up. Madam, I would I could 
divide forrow with you, for your eaſe ; but I am but a beholder, it 


3s caſy to me to ſpeak : the God of comfort ſpeak to you, and al. 


Jure you with his feaſts of love. My removal from my flock is ſo 
heavy to me, that it maketh my life a burden to me; I had never 
ſuch a longing for death : the Lord help and hold up fad clay. 


I fear ye ſin in drawing Mr. William Dalgleiſh from this country, 
| Where the labourers are few, and the harveſt great. Madam, de- 
fire my Lord Argyle to ſee for proviſion to a paſtor for this poor 


people. Grace be with you. 
Kirkcudbright, Oct. 1. Your Ladyſbip s at all 8 
1649. 8 in uit, 8. R 


26. 70 


tion, 
ation 
5:14 
weth 
t you 
ture, 
3 
roſs is 


Lord 


- Jeſt 
in the 
hope, 
e this 
* 
you, 
grief, 
think 
com- 
When 
never 
dimi- 
n art, 
-nder 
years 
Lord 
him 
toge- 
Dend- 
could 
er, it 
d al- 
is ſo 
ne ver 
clay. 
ntry, 
„ de- 
poor 


1 - 


8. R. 


5. To 


25. Epiſt. 26. 
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26. To the perſecuted church in IR ELAN D. 


Much honoured, reverend and dearly belrved in our Lord, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you all, I know there are many | 


in this nation more able than 1 to ſpeak to the ſufferers for, and 
witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt ; yet pardon me to ſpeak alittle to you, who 
are called in queſtion for the goſpel once committed to you. I hope 
ye are not ignorant, that as peace was left to you in Chriſt's teſta- 
ment, ſo the other half of the teſtament was a legacy of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, John xvi. 35. * Theſe things have I ſpoken, that in 
me ye might have peace ; in the world ye ſhall have trouble,” Be- 
cauſe then ye are made aſſigns and heirs to a lite-rent of Chriſt's 


croſs, think that fiery trial no ſtrange thing: for the Lord Jeſus ſhall 


be no loſer by purging the droſs and tin out of his church in Ire- 
land; his wine preſs is but ſqueezing out the dregs, the ſcum, 


the froth and refuſe of that church. I had once the proof of the ſweet 


ſmell, and the honeſt and honourable peace, of that (landered thing 


the croſs of our Lord Jeſus : but though alas that theſe golden days 
that then I had, be now in a great part gone; yet I dare fay, that 


the iſſue and outgate of your ſufferings ſhall be the advantage, the 
golden reign and dominion of the goſpel, and the high glory of the 
never-enough-praifed Prince of the kings of the earth, and the 
changing of the braſs of the Lord's temple among you into gold, 
and the iron into ſilver, and the wood into braſs: your officers ſhall 
yet be peace, and your exactors righteouſneſs, Ia. Ix. ver. 17, 18. 
Your old fallen walls ſhall get a new name, and the gates of your 
Jeruſalem ſhall get a new ſtile ; they ſhall call your walls ſalvation, 
and your gates, praiſe. 


inſtruments of war to pick out one ſtone, out of your wall; for 
each ſtone of your wall is ſalvation. I dare give you my royal and 
princely Maſter's word for it, that Ireland ſhall be a fair bride to 
Jeſus, and Chriſt ſhall build on her a palace of ſilver, Cant. viii, 
9. Therefore weep not, as if there were no hope; fear not, put 
on ſtrength, put on your beautiful garments, Iſa. Iii. 1. your foun- 
dation (hall be ſapphires, Iſa. liv. 11, 12. your windows and gates 
precious ſtones. 
on the dry- land waiting for your landing: your deliverance is con- 
cluded, ſubſcribed and ſealed in heaven; your goods that are taken 
from you, for Chriſt and his truth's ſake, are but arreſted and laid 


in pawn, and not taken away: there is much laid up for you in 
| his ſtore-houſe, whoſe the earth and the fulneſs thereof is: your 


garments are ſpun, and your flocks are feeding in the fields, your 


| Þ:cad is laid up for you, your drink is brewn, your gold and ſilver 
is 


I know that Deputy-Prelates, Papiſts, 
temporizing Lords, and proud mockers of our Lord, crucifiers of 
Chriſt for his coat, and all your enemies, have neither fingers nor 


Look over the water, and behold and fee, who is 
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is at the bank, and the intereſt goeth on and groweth; and yet! 
hear, that your taſk-maſters do rob and ſpoil you, and fine you. 
Your priſons (my brethren) have two keys; the deputy-prelates' 
and officers keep but the iron keys of the priſon, wherein they put 
you: but he that hath created the ſmith, hath other keys in hea- 
ven; therefore ye {hall not die in the priſon : other men's ploughs 
are labouring for your bread, your enemies are gathering in your 
rents. He that is kiſſing his bride on this ſide of the fea in Scot: 
land, is beating her beyond the ſea in Ireland, and feeding her with 
the bread of adverſity and the water of afliftion ; and yet he is the 
ſame Lord to both. Alas! I fear that Scotland be vndone and 
{lain with this great mercy of reformation, becauſe there is not 


Here that life of religion, anſwerable to the huge greatneſs of the 


work, that dazzleth our eyes: for the Lord is rejaicing over us in 
this land, as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride ; and the Lord 
hath changed the name of Scotland; they call us now no more 
forſaken nor deſolate, but our land is called Hephzibah and Beu- 
lah, Iſa. Ixii. 4. for the Lord delighteth in us, and this land is mar- 


ried to himſelf: there is now an high way made through our Zi- 


on, and it is called the way of holineſs; the unclean ſhall not paſs 
over it ; the way-faring men, though fools, ſhall not err in it : the 


wilderneſs doth rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe ; The ranſomed 
of the Lord are returned back unto Zion, with tongs and everlaſt- 


ing joy upon their heads, Iſa. xxxv. 10.“ The Canaanite is put 
out of our Lord's houſe; there is not a beaſt left to do hurt (at 
leaſt profeſſedly) in all the holy mountain of the Lord. Our Lord 
is fallen to wreſtle with his enemies, and hath brought us out of 
Egypt ; we have the ſtrength of an unicorn, Num. xxiti. 22. The 
Lord hath eaten up the ſons of Babel, he hath broken their bones, 
and hath pierced them through with his arrows; we take them 
captives whoſe captives we were, and we rule over our oppreſſors, 
Ila. xiv. 2. It is not brick, nor clay, nor Babel's curſed timber 
and ſtones, that is in our ſecond temple ; but our princely King Je- 
ſus is building his houſe all palace-work and carved ſtones ; it is 


the habitation of the Lord. We do welcome Ireland and England 


to our Well-beloved: we invite you, O daughters of Jeruſalem, to 
come down to our Lord's garden, and ſeek our Well-beloved with 
us; for his love will ſuffice both you and us: we do ſend you love- 
Jetters over the ſea, to requeſt you to come and to marry our King, 
and to take part of our bed; and we truſt our Lord is fetching 
2 blow .upon the beaſt and the ſcarlet coloured-whore, to the end 
he may bring in his ancient widow wife, our dear ſiſter, the church 
of the Jews. O what a heavenly heaven were it to ſee them come 
in by this mean, and ſuck the breaſts of their little ſiſter, and renew 
their old love with their firſt huſband Chriſt our Lord! They are 
þogked in God's word, as a bride contracted upon Jeſus ! Ones 
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(i; -c, in this fleſh of mine, of the propheſied marriage between 
(et end them! © The kings of Tarſhiſh and the Iſles mull bring 


preſents to our Lord Jeſus, Pfal. Ixxii. 10.” And Britain is one 
of the chiefeſt iſles : why then but we may believe, that our kings 
of this iſland ſhall come in, and bring their glory to the New Jeru- 
falem, wherein Chriſt ſhall dwell in the latter days? It is our part 
to pray, That the kingdoms of the earth may become Chritt's. 


| Now I exhort you in the Lord ſeſus, not to be diſmayed nor afraid 


for the two tails of theſe ſmoking fire-brands, the fierce anger of 
the deputy , with civil power, and of the baſtard prelates with 


the power of the beaſt; for they ſnall be cut off: they may well 
eat you and drink you, but they ſhall be forced to vomit you out a- 


gain alive. If two things were firmly believed, ſufferings would 


| have no weight : if the fellowſhip of Chrilt's ſufferings were well 


known, who would not gladly take part with Jeſus? for Chriſt 
and we are halvers and joint owners of one and the ſame croſs: 


| and therefore he that knew well what ſufferings were, as he eſtcemed 
| all things but loſs for Chriſt, and did judge them but dung, fo 


did he alſo judge of them, that he might know the fellowſhip of his 


ſufferings, Phil. iii. 10. O how ſweet a fight is it, to ſee a croſs 


betwixt Chriſt and us; to hear our Redeemer ſay, at every ſigh, 
and every blow, and every loſs of a believer, half mine! fo they 


are called, The ſufferings of Chriſt, and the reproach of Chriſt, 


Col. ii. 24. Heb. xi. 26. As when two are partners and owners 
of a ſhip, the half of the gain and half of the loſs belongeth to ei- 


ther of the two; ſo Chriſt in our ſufferings is half-gainer and half- 
| loſer with us: yea, the heavieſt end of the black tree of the crols 
* lethon your Lord, it falleth firſt upon him, and it but reboundeth 
off him upon you: The reproaches of them that reproached thee 


are fallen upon me, Pal. ixix. 9. Your ſufferings are your trea- 
ſure, and are greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt, Heb. xi. 


26. And if your croſs come firſt through Chriſt's fingers ere jt 


come to you, it receiverh a fair luſtre from him, it getteth a taſte 
and reliſh of the King's ſpikenard, and of heaven's pertume ; and 
the half of the gain, when Chriſt's (hip-full of gold cometh home, 
mall be yours: it is an augmenting of your treaſure to be rich in 
ſufferings, to be in labours abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, 


2 Cor. xi. ver. 23. and to have the ſufferings of Chriſt abounding 


in you, 2 Cor. i. 5. is a part of heaven's ſtock. Your goods are 
not loſt which they have plucked from you, for your Lord hath 
them in keeping ; they are but arreſted and (cized upon, he ſhall 
looſe the arreſt : ye ſhall be fed with the heritage of Jacob your fa- 


ther, for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, Ifa. Iviii. 14. Till 


I (hall be in the hall- floor of the higheſt palace, and get a draught 
of glory out of Chriſt's hand, above and beyond time and beyond 


death, I will never (it is like) ſee fairer days, than I ifaw under 
9 | | 5 | that 
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that bleſſed tree of my Lord's croſs: his kiſſes then were king 
kiſſes, theſe kiſſes were ſweet and ſoul- reviving; one of them at 
the ſame time was worth two and a half (if I may ſpeak ſo) of 


Chriſt's week-days kiſſes. O ſweet, ſweet for evermore, to ſee a 
roſe of heaven growing in as ill ground as hell; and to ſee Chriſt's 
love, his embracements, his dinners and ſuppers of joy, peace, faith, 
goodneſs, long-{uffering and patience, growing and ſpringing, like 


the flowers of God's garden, out of ſuch ſtony and curſed ground 


as the hatred of the prelates, and the malice of their high commiſ- 
ion, and the Antichriſt's bloodly hand and heart! Is not here art 
and wiſdom? is not here heaven indented in hell (if I may ſay fo) 
hike a jewel ſet with ſkillina ring with the enamel of Chriſt's croſs ? 
the ruby and riches of glory, that groweth up out of his croſs, is 
beyond telling. Now the blackeſt and hoiteft wrath, and moſt 
ticry and all-devouring indignation of the Judge of men 
and angels, ſhall come upon them who deny our ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, and put their hand to that oath of wickedneſs now preſſed. 
T'he Lord's coal at their heart ſhall burn them up both root and 
branch; the eſtates of great men that have done fo, if they do not 
repent, ſhall conſume away, and the ravens ſhall dwell in their 
houſes, and their glory ſhall be ſhame. 
keep faſt by Chriſt, and fear not man that ſhall die, and wither as 
the graſs. The deputy's bloom ſhall fall, and the prelates ſhall 
caſt their flower, and the eaſt-wind of the Lord, of the Lord ſtrong 
and mighty, ſhall blaſt and break them: therefore fear them not; 
they are but idols, that can neither do evil nor good. Walk not 
in the way of thoſe people that flander the footſteps of our royal and 
princely anointed King, Jeſus, now riding upon his white horſe in 
Scotland : let Jehovah be your fear. That decree of Zion's deli- 
verance, paſſed and ſealed up before the throne, is now ripe, and 
hall bring forth a child, even the ruin and fall of the black king- 
dom, and the Aatichriſt's throne, in theſe kingdoms : the Lord 
ath begun, and he ſhall make an end. Who did ever hear the 
le of this? Before Scotland travailed, ſhe brought forth; and 
before her pain came, the was delivered of a man- child, Ifa, Ixvi. 
7, 8. And when all is done ſuppoſe there were no ſweetneſs in 
our Lord's croſs, yet it is ſweet for his fake, for that lovely One, 
jeſus Chriſt; whoſe crown and royal ſupremacy is the queſlion 
this day in Great Britain, betwixt us and our adverſaries: and 
who would not think him worthy of the ſuffering for? What is 
ourning quick? what is drinking of our own hearts-blood ? and 
what is a draught of melted lead for his glory? leſs than a draught 


of cold water to a thirſty man, if the right price and due value were 


put on that worthy, worthy Prince, Jeſus. Oh, who can weigh 
bim! Ten thouſand thouſand heavens would not be one ſcale, or 
dae half of the ſcale of the balance to lay bim in. Oh, black angels, 

| | | | W 


Oh, for the Lord's fake, 
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in compariſon of him! Oh, dim and dark and lightleſs ſun, in re- 
card of that fair Sun of righteouſneſs! Oh, feckleſs and worthleſs 
heaven of heavens, when they ſtand befide my worthy and lofty, 
and high and excellent Well-beloved ! Oh, weak and infirm clay- 
kings! Oh, foft and feeble mountains of braſs, and weak created 


ſtrength, in regard of our mighty and ſtrong Lord of armies! Oh, 


fooliſh witdom of men and angcls, when it is laid in the balance 
beſide that ſpotleſs ſubſtantial wiſdom of the Father! If heaven 
and carth, and ten thouſand heavens, even round about theſe hea- 
vens that now are, were all in one garden of paradife, decked with 
all the roſes, flowers and trees that can come forth from the art of 
the Almighty himſelf ; yet ſet but our one Flower, that groweth 
out of the root of jeſſe, beſide that orchard of pleaſure, one look 
of him, one view, one taſte, one {mel} of his God-head, would in- 


finitely exceed and go beyond the ſmell, colour, beauty and loveli- 


neſs of that paradiſe. O to be with child of his love! and to be 
ſuffocate (if that could be) with the ſmell af his ſweetneſs, were a 


ſweet fill and lovely pain. Oh, worthy, worthy lovelineſs! Oh, 


leſs of the creatures, and more of thee ! Oh, open the paſſage of 
the well, of love and glory on us, dry pits and withered trees? Oh, 
that Jewel and Flower of heaven! If our Beloved were not miſta- 


ken by us, and unknown to us, he would have no ſcarcity of wooers 


and ſuitors; he would make heaven and earth both ce, that they 
cannot quench his love, for his love is a fea: oh, to be a thoutand 
fathoms deep in this ſea of love! He, he himſelf, is more excellent 
than heaven: for heaven, as it cometh into the fovls and ſpirits of 
the glorified, is but a creature; and he is ſomething, and a great 
ſomething more than a creature. Oh, what a life were it, to ſit 
beſide this well of love, and drink and ſing, and ſing and drink; 


and then to have deſires and ſoul-faculties ſtretched and extended 


out many thoutand fathoms in length and breadth, to take in ſeas 
and rivers of love! I earneſtly deſire to recommend this love to 
you, that this love may cauſe you to keep his commandments, and 
to keep clean fingers, and make clean feet, that ye may walk as the 
redeemed of the Lord. Wo, wo be to them that put on his name, 
and ſhame this love of Chriſt with a looſe and profane life: their 
feet, tongue, and hands, and eyes, give a ſhamelels liz to the holy 


goſpel, which they profeſs. I beſeech you in the Lord, keep | 


Chriſt, and walk with kim; let not his fairneſs be {potted and 
ſtained by godleſs living. Oh! who can find in their heart to fin 
agulnit love? and ſuch a love as the plorified in heaven {hall delight 
to cive into, and drink of for ever; for they are evermore drink- 
ing in love, and the cup is {till at their head, and yet without loth- 
ing; for they ſtill drink, and till deſire to drink for ever and ever: 
is not this a long-laſting ſupper ? Now, if any of our country-people 
Profeſſing Chriſt Jeſus have brought themſelves under the Fu 
n „„ | an 
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Not 


5 Kyll. 2 2 , | 
and wrath of the Almighty, by yielding to Anti 7- pid. 2 
breadth, but eſpecially by Nlog 11 ers” rome pa 27-2 not exh 
mous oath (which is the church of Ireland's black hour of . 5 _ on 
tation) J would entreat them, by the mercies of God at their Vo i Joys, a8 
{ummons, to repent and openly confeſs before the world, to . in heav 
glory of the Lord, their denial of Chriſt : or otherwiſe, if ih 1 
man or woman will ftand and abide by that oath, then, 5 oh bo er to lay tl 
and authority of the Lord Jeſus, I let them ſee that the forte . 
their part of heaven, and let them look for no leſs ron b 8 8 little: 
burden of the pure unmixed wrath of God, and the plague of ack- il bideth 
ſtates and deniers of our Lord Jeſus, Let not me 1 LET [+ r90t 
you, who never ſaw your face in the fleſh, be og bold _— 
writing to you: for the hope I have of a glorious church in 15 1 
land, and the love of Chriſt conſtraineth me. I know, th a loge th 
thy ſervants of - Chriſt, who once Jaboured among you pa ae praiſes, 
to write to you alſo, and 1 ſhall deſire to be excuſed "that 1 4 WER 
join with them. Pray for your ſiſter- church in Scotland, and 1 ew 
me entreat you for the aid of your prayers for myſelf and flock q _ 
miniſtry, and my fear of tranſportation from this place of the Lord! —_ 
vineyard, Now the very God of peace lanctify you throughout. N 
Grace be with you all. ghout. WM thank C 
Amuwoth, 1639. Your brother and companion in 1 * 
| the kingdom and patience of Hh ** 
pg eee 3 
2 A 58 his reverend and much honoured brother, Dr. 3 
EX 
| ee and much 3 1 of hope | | yo 0 
| ace, Mercy and peace be to you. It Ss A us, t 
G our Lord hath enlarged, to * you his 1 2 Wort! 
I conſider how long your night hath been, I think Chriſt bath _— 
mind to put you in free grace's debt fo much the deeper, as your ke 
ſufferings have been of fo long a continuance. But what 3f brit I bas 
mind you no joy but public joy with enlarged and triumphing being 
Zion: I think, Sir, ye would love it beſt to ſhare and divide your 17 y 
ſong of joy with Zion, and to have myſtical Chrift in Britain hal- = 
ver and compartner with your enlargement. I am fure, your 109 ow 
bordering and neighbouring with the joy of Chrift's bride would Prin 
be jo much the ſweeter that it were public. I thought if Chriſt Abe 
had halved my mercies, and delivered his bride and not me, that cond 
dis praiſes ſhould have been double to what they are: but now IM, 
two rich mercies conjoined in one have ſtolen from our Lord more _ p 
_— half praiſes: oh that mercy ſhould ſo beguile us, and ſteal a- W 2 
Way our counts and acknowledgracais ! Worthy Sir, I hope 1 nee! thou 
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not exhort you to po on, in hoping for the ſalvation of God : there 
hath not been ſo much taken from your time of eaſe and created 
joys, as eternity ſhall add to your heaven : ye know when one day 
in heaven hath paid you, yea, and over-paid your blood, bonds, 
ſorrow and ſufferings, that it would trouble angels underſtanding 
tolay the count of that ſuperplus of glory, which eternity can and 
willgive you. O but your ſand-glaſs of ſufferings and loſſes cometh 
to little, when it ſhall be counted and compared with the glory that 
bideth you on the other ſide of the water! Ye have no leiſure to 
rejoice and ſing here while time goeth about you, and where your 
plalms will be ſhort: therefore ye will think eternity and the lop g 
day of heaven that ſhall be meaſured with no other ſun nor horo- 
loge than the long life of the Ancient of days, to meaſure your 
raiſes, little enough for you: if your ſpan-length of time be cloudy, 
re cannot but think, your Lord can no more take your blood and 
your bands without the income and recompenſe of free grace, than he 
would take ſufferings of Paul and his other dear ſervants that were 
well paid home beyond all counting, Rom. viii. 18. If the wiſdom of 


Chriſt hath made you Antichriſt's eye- ſore and his envy, ye are to 


thank God that ſuch a piece of clay as yeare is made the field of glory 
to work upon: it was the Potter's aim that the clay ſhould praite 
tim, and I hope it ſatisfieth you that your clay is for his glory. 
Oh who can ſuffer enough for ſuch a Lord! and who can lay out 
in bank enough of pain, ſhame, loſſes, tortures, to receive in again 
the free intereſt of eternal glory ! 2 Cor. iv. 17. Oh how advan- 
tageous a bargaining is it with ſuch a rich Lord! If your hand 
and pen had been at leiſure to gain glory in paper, it had been but 
paper glory : but the bearing of a public croſs ſo long for the now 


controverted privileges of the crown and ſceptre of free King Je- 


ſus, the Prince of the kings of the earth, is glory booked in heaven. 


Worthy and dear brother, if ye go to weigh Jeſus his ſweetneſs, 


excellency, glory and beauty, and lay fore-againſt him your ounces 
or drachms of ſuffering for him, ye ſhall be ſtraitened two ways, 
J. It will be a pain to make the compariſon, the diſproportion 


being by no underſtanding imaginable : nay, if heaven's arithmetic 
and angels were ſet to work, they ſhould never number the degrees 


of difference, 2. It ſhould ſtrengthen you to find a ſcale for the 
balance to lay that high and lofty One, that over- tranſcending 
Prince of excellency into: if your mind could fancy as many creac- 
ed heavens as time hath had minutes, trees have had leaves, aud 


clouds have had rain-drops, ſince the firſt ſtone of the creation was 


laid, they ſhould not make half a ſcale to bear and weigh bound- 
lels excellency into. And therefore the King whole marks ye are 
bearing, and whoſe dying ye carry about with you in your body, 


is, out of all cry and con ſideration, beyond and above all our 
thoughts. For myſelf, 1 am content to feed upon wondering ſome- 
„ 1 time 
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times, at the beholding but of the borders and ſkirts of the incom- 
parable glory which is in that exalted Prince; and 1 think, ye 
could wiſh for more ears to give him than ye have, ſince ye hope 
theſe cars ye now have given him ſhal! be paſſages to take in the 
muſic of his glorious voice. I would fain both believe and pra 

for a new bride of Jews and Gentiles to our Lord Jeſus, after 


the land of graven images ſhall be laid waſte ; and that our Lord 
Jeſus is on horſe-back, hunting and purſuing the beaſt; and that 


England and Ireland ſhall be well ſweeped chambers for Chriſt and 
his righteouſneſs to dwell in; for he hath opened our graves in 
Scotland, and the two dead and buried witneſles are riſen again, 
and are propheſying. Oh that Princes would glory and boaſt 
themſelves in carrying the train of Chriſt's robe-royal in their arms 
Let me die within half an hour after I have feen the Son of God 
his temple enlarged, and the cords of Jeruſalem's tent lengthened, 
to take in a more numerous company for a bride to the Son of 
God. Oh, if the corner or foundation ſtone of that houſe, that 
new houſe were laid above my grave! Ch! who can add to him, 


Who is that great All? If he would create ſuns and moons, new 
heavens, thouſand thouſand degrees more perfect than theſc that 


now arc ; and again, make a new creation ten thouſand thouſand 
degrees in perfection beyond that new creation; and again, ſtill 
for eternity multiply new hcavens ; they ſhould never be a perfect 
reſemblance of that infinite excellency, order, weight, meaſure, 
beauty and ſweetneſs that is in him. Oh, how little of him do we 


_ fee! oh how ſhallow are our thoughts of him! Oh, if I had pain 


for him, and ſhame and loſſes for him, and more clay and ſpirits for 


him; and that I could go upon earth without love, deſire, hope, 


becauſe Chriſt hath taken away my love, deſire and hope to heaven 
with him ! I know, worthy Sir, your ſufferings for him are your 
glory; and therefore weary not : his ſalvation is near at hand, and 
ſhall not tarry. Pray for me. His grace be with you. 

St. Andrews, Nov. 22. Yeurs in his ſweet Lord 


1639. 95 Jeſus, S. R. 
. CE Ce OCR RIO 


7 


28. 7 Mr. HENRY STEWART, his wiſe, aud tus 
daughters, all priſoners of Chrift at Dublin, 


Rev. ili. 10. Fear none of theſe things which ye ſhall ſuffer, &c. 


Truly honoured and dearly beloved, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you from God our Father and 
J our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Think it not ſtrange, beloved in 
Tord jeſus, that Satan can command keys of priſons, and bolts, 
and chains; this is a piece of the devil's princedom that he hath 
over 
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over the world. Interpret and underſtand our Lord well in this; 
be not jealous of his love, though he make devils and men his un- 


der-ſervants to ſcour the ruſt off your faith, and purge you from 


your droſs. And let me charge you, O oriſoners of hope, to open 
your window, and to look out by faith : behold heaven's poſt, thar 
ſpeedy and ſwift falvation of God, that is coming to you. It is a 


broad river that faith will not look over; it is a mighty and a broad 


ſea, that they of a lively hope cannot behold the fartheſt bank and 
other ſhore thereof: look over the water, your anchor is fixed within 
the vail; the one end of the cable is about the priſoner of Chriſt, 
and the other is entered wiihin the vail, whither the Fore- 
runner is entered for you, Heb. vi. 19, 20. It can go ſtraight 
through the flames of the fire of the wrath of men, devils, loſſes, 
tortures, death, and not a thread of it be ſinged or burnt; men 
and devils-have no teeth to bite it in two. Hold faſt till he come: 

your croſs is of the colour of heaven and Chriſt, and paſmented o- 
ver With the faith and comforts of the Lord's faithtul covenant 
with Scotland ; and that dye and colour dow abide fair weather, 


and neither be ſtained nor caſt the colour; yea it reflects a ſcad, like 00 


the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe holy hands many a day lifted up to God, | 
praying for ſinners, were fettered and bound, as if theſe bleſſed 
hands had ſtolen, and ſhed innocent blood : when your lovely, 
lovely Jeſus had no better than the thief's doom, it is no wonder, 
that your proceſs be lawleſs. and turned upſide down; for he was 
taken, fettered, buffeted, whipped, ſpitted upon, before he was con- 
victed of any fault, or ſentenced. Oh fuch a pair of ſufferers and 

witneſſes, as high and royal Jeſus, and a poor piece guilty clay 
marrowed together under one yoke ! oh how lovely is the croſs 
with ſuch a ſecond ! I believe that your priſon is enacted in God's 
court, not to keep you till your hope breathe out its life and laſt ; 


your crols is under law to reſtore you again fate to your brethren 


and ſiſters in Chriſt: take heaven and Chriſt's back- bond for a fair 
back - door out of your ſuffering. The Saviour is on his journey 
with ſalvation and deliverance for mount Zion; and the {word of 
the Lord is drunk with blood, and made fat with fatneſs; his 
ſword is bathed in heaven apainſt Babylon, for it is the day of the 

Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompence for the controverſy 
of Zion: and perſuade yourſelves, the ſtreams of the river of Baby- 
lon ſhall be pitch, and the duſt of the land brimftone and burning 
pitch, Iſa. xxxiv. 8. And if your deliverance be joined with the 
deliverance of Zion, it (hall be two ſalvations to you. It were 
good to be armed before-hand for death or bodily tortures for 
Chriſt; and to think what a crown of honour it is, that God hath 
given you pieces of living clay, to be tortured witneſſes for taving⸗ 
truth; and that ye are ſo happy, as to have ſome pints of blood to 
give out for the crown of that royal Lord, who hath cauſed you 


10 
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0 avouch himſelf before men: if ye can lend fines of three thou. 
fand pounds Sterling for Chriſt, let heaven's regiſter and Chriſt's 
count-book keep in reckoning your depurſements for bim; it ſhall 
tc engraven and printed in great letters upon heaven's throne, 
what you are willing to give for him : Chriſt's papers of that kind 
cannot be loſt or fall by. Do not wonder to ſce clay boaſt the 
_preat Potter, and to ſee blinded men threaten the goſpel with death 
and burial and to raze out truth's name. But where will they make 
a grave for the goſpel and the Lord's bride ? earth and hell ſhall be 
but little bounds for their burial ; lay all the clay and rubbiſh of 
this inch of the whole earth above our Lord's ſpouſe, yet it will 
£1922 cover her, nor hold her down; ſhe ſhall live and not die, ſhe 
fall behold the ſalvation of God. Let your faith friſt God a lit- 
tie, and be not afraid for a ſmoking fire-brand ; there is more 
ſmoke in Babylon's furnace than there is fire: till dooms-day ſhall 
come, they ſhall never ſee the kirk of Scotland and our covenant 
burnt to aſhes; or if it ſhould be thrown in the fire, yet it cannot 
be fo burnt or buried, as not to have a reſurrection : angry clay's 
wind hall ſhake none of Chriſt's corn; he will gather in all his 
wheat into his barn: only let your fellowſhip with Chriſt be re- 
ngewed. Ye are ſibber to Chriſt now, when you are impriſoned 
for him, than before; for now the ſtrokes Jaid on you do come in 
remembrance before our Lord, and he can own his own wounds : 
2 Crink of Chriſt's love, which is better than wine, is the drink-fil- 
ver which ſuffering for his Majeſty leaves behind it. It is not your 
ſins which they perſecute in you, but God's grace and loyalty to 
King leſus: they fee no treaſon in you to your prince the king of 
Britain, albeit they ſay ſo; but it is heaven in you that earth is 
lighting againſt, and Chriſt is owning his own cauſe: grace is a 


party that fire will not burn, nor water drown ; when they have 


eaten and drunken you, their ſtomach ſhall be lick, and they ſhall 
ipue you out alive. 
the Lord's glory and royalty! Nay, though his ſervants had a body 
to burn for ever for this goſpel, fo being that triumphing and ex- 
alted Jeſus his high glory did rife out of theſe flames, and out of 
that burning body, Oh, what a ſweet fire! Oh what ſoul-refreſh- 
ing torment ſhould that be ! whar if the pickles of duſt and aſhes 


© the burnt and diſſolved body were muſicians to ſing his proves, 
ages! 


and the highnels of that never-enough exalted Prince o 
(5 what love is it in him, that he will have ſuch muſicians as we 
are, to tune that pſalm of his everlaſting praiſes in heaven! Oh 
what ſhining and burning flames of love are thoſe, that Chriſt will 
divide his ſhare of life, of heaven and glory with you! Luke xxii, 
24. John xvii. 24. Rev. iii, 21, A part of bis throne, one draught 


col his wine (his wine of glory and life, that comes from under the 
lone of God, and of the E and one apple of the tree of an 
I 


O what glory is it, to be ſuffering abjects for 
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will do mare than make up all the expences and charges of clay, 
lent out for heaven, Oh! Oh! but we have ſhort, and narrow, 
and creeping thoughts of Jeſus, and do but (hape Chriſt in our cou- 
ceptions, according to ſomè created portraiture ! O angels, lend in 
your help to make love-books and fongs of our fair, and white, 
and ruddy Standard bearcr amongſt ten thouſand ! O heavens! 
O heaven of heavens! O glorified tenants, and triumphing houſ- 
holders with the Lamb, put in new pfalms, and love. fonners of 
the excellency of our Bridegroom, and help us to ſet him on high! 
O indwellers of earth and heaven, fea and air, and O all ye created 
beings, within the boſom of the outmoſt circle of this great world, 
O come help to ſet on high the praiſes of our Lord! O fairneſs of 
creatures, bluſh before his uncreated beauty! O created ſtrength, 
de amazed to ſtand before your ſtrong Lord of hoſts! O created 
love, think ſhame of thyſelft before this unparallelled love of hea- 
ven! O angel of wiſdom, hide thyſelf before our Lord, whoſe un- 
derſtanding paſſeth finding out! O ſun in thy ſhining beauty, for 
ſhame put on a web of darkneſs, and cover thyſef before thy bright- 
eſt Maſter and Maker! Oh, who can add glory, by doing or ſuffer- 
ing to this never-enough admired and praiſed Lover! Oh, we can 
but bring our drop to this Sea, and our candle, dim and dark as it 
is, to this clear and lightſome Sun of heaven and earth! Oh, but we 
have cauſe to drink ten deaths in one cup dry, to ſwim through ten 
ſeas, to be at that land of praiſes, where we (hall fee that wouder 
of wonders, and enjoy this Jewel of heaven's jewels! O death, do 
thy utmoſt againſt us! O torments, O malice of men and devils, 
walte thy ſtrength on the witneſſes of our Lord's teſtament! O 
devils, bring hell to help you, in tormenting the followers of the 
Lamb! we will defy you to make us too ſoon happy, and to waft 
us too ſoon over the water, to the land where the noble Plant, the 
Plant of renown, groweth. O cruel time, that torments as, and 
ſuſpends our deareſt enjoy ments, that we wait for, when we (hall 
be bathed and fteeped, foul and body, down to the depths of this 
love of loves! O time, I fay, run faſt ! O motions, mend your pace! 
O Well-beloved, be like a young roe upon the mountains of ſepa- 
ration! Poſt, poſt, and haſten our defired and hungered-fore meet- 
ing; love is ſick to hear tell of to-morrow : and what then can 
come wrong to you, O honourable witneſſes of his kingly truth? 
Men have no more of you to work upon, but ſome tew inches and 
ipan-lengths of ſick, coughing and phlegmatic clay: your ſpirits 
are above their benches, courts, or high commiſſions ; your fouls, 
your love to Chriſt, your 1ait!; ©. not be ſummoned, nor ſentenced, 
nor accuſed, nor condemned by pope, deputy-prelate, ruler or ty- 
rant; your faith is a free Lord, and cannot be a captive : all the 
malice of hell and earth can but hurt the ſcabbard of a believer; 
and death at the worſt can get but a clay pawa in keeping, till 
„ our 
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your Lord make the king's keys, and open your graves. There. 
fore upon luck's head, (as we uſe to ſay) take your fill of his love 
and let a poſt-way or cauſeway be laid, berwixt your priſon and 
heaven, and go up and viſit your treaſur2, Enjoy your Beloved 
azad dwell upon his love, till eternity come in time's room, and pol⸗ 
{eſs you of your eternal happineſs. Keep your love to Chriſt, lay 
up your faith in heaven's keeping, and follow the chief of the houfe 
er the martyrs, that witneſſed a tair confeſſion before Pontius Pi. 
late; your cauſe and his is all one. The oppolers of his cauſe are 
{ie drunken judges and tranſported, who in their cups would make 
ts and laws in their drunken courts, that the ſun ſhould not riſe 
and ſhine on the earth; and fend their officers and puricivants, to 
charge the ſun and moon to give no more light to the world; and 
would enact in their court books, that the fea, after once ebbing 
ſhould never flow again: but would not the ſun, moon, and {ea 
break theſe acts, and keep their Creator's directions? The devil 
the great fool, and father of thoſe under-fools, is older, and more 
malicious than wiſe, that ſets the ſpirits in earth on work, to con- 
tend and claſh with heaven's wiſdom, and to give mandates and 
law ſummons to our Sun, to our great Star of heaven, Jeſus, not 
to ſhine, in the beauty of his goſpel, to the choſen and bought ones, 
O thou fair and faireſt Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſe and ſhine in thy 
trength, whether earth or hell will or not: O victorious, O royal 
O ſtout, princely Soul-conqueror, ride proſperouſly upon wank: 
itretch out thy ſceptre, as far as the fun ſhines, and the moon Wax- 
eth and waineth, Put on thy glittering crown, O thou Maker of 
kings, and make but one ſtride, or one ſtep of the whole earth 
and travel in the greatneſs of thy ſtrength, Ha. Ixiii. 1, 2. And let 
thy apparel be red, and all dyed with the blood of thy enemies: 
thou art fallen righteous Heir by liue to the kingdoms of the world.” 
Laugh ye at the giddy-headed clay pots, and ſtout brain- ſick worms, 
that dare ſay in good earneſt, Ihis Man ſhall not reign over us; 
as though they were caſtiug the dice for Chriſt's crown, who of 
them ſhould have it. I know, ye believe the coming of Chriſt's 
Lingdom; and that there is a hole out of your priſon, through 
which ye ſee day. light; let not faith be dazzled with the tempra- 
tions from a dying deputy, and from a ſick prelate ; believe under 


a cloud, and wait for him, when there is no moon-light nor ſtar- 


tht: let faith live and breathe, and lay hold on the ſure ſalvation 
©: God, when clouds and darkneſs are about you, and appearance 
of rotting in the priſon before you. Take heed of unbelieviog 
n.arts, which can father lies upon Chriſt; beware of, doth 
h's promiſe fail for cvermore ? Pſal. Ixxvii. 8. 
2114 not God, that ſaid it, who dreamed that a promiſe of God could 
2, falla-{woon or die. We can make God fick, or his promiſes 
N ak, waen we are pleaſed to ſeek a plea with Chriſt, O ſweet, O 

| {tout 


For it was a man 
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ſtout word of faith, Job xiii. ver. 15. Though he ſlay me, yet 


will I truſt in him! O ſweet epitaph, written upon the grave- 


ſtone of a dying believer, viz. I died hoping, and my duſt and 
alhes believe lite! Faith's eyes, that can ſee through a mill-ftone, 
can ſee through a gloom of God, and under it read God's thoughts 
of love and peace. Hold faſt Chriſt in the dark; ſurely ye ſha! 
ee the ſalvation of God. Your adverſaries are ripe and dry fot 
the fire; yet a little while, and they ſhall go up in a flame ; the 
breath of the Lord, like a river of brimſtone, ſhall kindle abont 
them, Iſa, xxx. 33. What I write to one, I write to you all, thar 
are ſound-hearted in that kingdom, whom, in the bowels of Chriſt, 
| would exhort, not to touch that oath : albeit the adverſaries put 


a fair meaning on it, yet the {wearer muſt ſwear according to the 


| profeſſed intent and godleſs practice of the oath-makers, which is 
known to the world; otherwi'e 1 might ſwear that the creed is 
falſe, according to this private meaning and ſenſe put upon it O 
let them not be beguiled, to waſh perjury, and the denial of Chriſt 
and the goſpel, with ink. water, ſome foul and rotten diſtinctions, 
Wath, and waſh again and again the devil and the lie, it ſhall be 
long ere their ſkin be white, I profeſs, it ſhould beſcem men of 
great parts, rather than me, to write to you; but J love your 
cauſe, and defire to be excuſed ; and muſt entreat for the help of 
your prayers, in this my weighty charge here for the univerſity aud 
pulpit, and that ye would entreat your acquaintance alſo to hel; 
me. Grace be with you all. Amen. | 
St. Andrews, Your brother and companion 
1640, in the patience and king- 


dom of Feſus Chriſt, S. R 


. eo ooo od ><—2> 
29. To Mrs. PONT, priſoner at Dublin. 


Worthy and dear Miſtreſs, | IT 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. The cauſe ye ſuffer for, 


and your willingneſs to ſuffer, is ground enough of acquaint- 
ance for me to write to you; although I do confeſs myſelf unable 


to ſpeak for a priſoner of Chriſt's encouragement. I know, ye 
have advantage beyond us, who are not under ſufferings : for your 


ſighing (Pſal. cxx. 20.) it is a written bill, for the ears of your 


head, the Lord Jeſus; and your breathing, Lam. iii. 51. and your 
looking up, Pſal. v. 3. and Ixix. 3. And therefore your meaning 
balf ſpoken, half-unſpoken, will ſeek no jaylor's leave, but will go 
to heaven without leave of prelate or deputy, and be heartily wel- 


come; ſo that ye may ſigh and groan out your mind, to him, who 
hath all the keys of the king's three kingdoms and dominions. I 


dare believe your hopes ſhall not die; your trouble is a part of 
Lion's burning, and ye know who guides Zion's furnace, and who 
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Joves the aſhes of his burnt bride, becauſe his ſervants love them, 
Pfal. cii. 14. I believe your aſhes, if ye were burnt for this cauſe 
ſhall praiſe him : for the wrath of men and their malice ſhall make 
a pſalm to praiſe the Lord, Pſal. Ixxvi. 10. And therefore ſtand 
ſtill, and behold, and ſee what the Lord is to do for this iſland; 
his work is perfect, Deut. xxxii. 4. The nations have not ſeen 
the laſt end of his work, his end is more fair and more glorious 
than the beginning. Ye have more honour than ye can be able tg 
guide well, in that your bonds are made heavy for fuch an honour. 
able cauſe. The ſeals of a controuled goſpel, and the ſeals by 
bonds, and blood and ſufferings, are not committed to every ordina. 
ry profeſſor. Some that would back Chriſt honeſtly in ſummer. 
time, would but fpill the beauty of the goſpel, if they were put to 
ſuffering. And therefore let us believe, that Wiſdom djſpenſeth 
to every one here, as he thinks good, who bears them up that 
bear the croſs: and fince our Lord hath put you to that part, 
which was the flower of his own fufferings, we all expect, that as 
ye have in the ſtrength of our Captain begun, ſo ye will go on 
without fainting. Providence maketh uſe of men and devils, for 
the refining of all the veſſels of God's houſe, ſmall and great; and 
for doing of two great works at once in you, both for ſmoothing x 


fone, to make it take bond with Chriſt, in Jeruſalem's wall; and 


for witneſſing to the glory of this reproached and borne-down gol. 
pel, which cannot die, though hell were made a grave about it. 
It ſhall be timeous joy for you, to divide joy betwixt you and Chriſt's 
laughing bride, in theſe three kingdoms : and what if your mourn- 
ing continue till myſtical Chrift in Ireland and in Britain, and ye, 
laugh both together? Your laughing and joy were the more bleſ- 


ed, that one ſun thould ſhine upon Chriſt, the goſpel, and you, 


laughing altogether, in theſe three kingdoms. Your time is me2- 
ſured, and your days and hours of ſuffering from eternity were by 
infinite Wiſdom conſidered : if heaven recompenſe not to your 
own mind inches of foxrow, then I muſt ſay, that infinite Mercy 


cannot get you pleaſed ; but if the firſt kiſs of the white and rud- 


dy cheek of the Standard bearer and Chief among ten thouſand 
Cant. v. 10. ſhall over-pay your priſon at Dublin in Ireland, then ye 
ſhall have no counts unan{wered, to give into Chriſt : if your faith 


.cannot fee a nearer term day, yet let me charge your hope to give 
Chriſt a new day, till eternity and time meet in one point. A paid | 
ſum, if ever paid, is paid, if no day be broken to the hungry credi- 
tor; take heaven's bond and ſubſeribed obligation for the ſum, 


John xiv. 3. If hope can truſt Chriſt, I know he can, and will 
pay: but when all is done and ſuffered by you, ten hundred deaths 
for lovely, lovely Jeſus, is but eternity's half-penny ; figures and 
cyphers cannot lay the proportion. Oh but the ſupperlus of Chriſt's 
glory is broad aud large ! Chriſt's items of eternal glory are hard and 
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cumberſome to tell; and if ye borrow by faith and hope ten days, 
or ten hundred years from that eternity of glory that abides in you 
ye are paid, and more in your own hand. Therefore, O priſoners 
of hope, wait on; poſting, haſting ſalvation ſleeps not. Antichriſt 
is bleeding, and in the way to death; and he bites foreſt, when 


he bleeds faſteſt, Keep your intelligence betwixt you and heaven, 


and your court with. Chriſt ; he hath in heaven the keys of your 
priſon, and can ſet yon at liberty when he pleaſeth : his rich grace 
ſupport you, I pray you help me with your prayers. Grace be 
with you. | FR 
St. Andrews, Your brother in the patience and kingdom 
1040, of Jeſus Chriſt, S. R. 
| 30. To Mr. JAMES WILSON. 


Dear brother, . | | | 

Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. I bleſs ou: 

J rich and only wiſe Lord, who careth fo for his new creation, 
that he is going over it again, and trying every piece in you, aud 
blowing away the motes of his new work in you. Alas! I am not 
ſo fit a phyſician as your diſeaſe requireth : ſweet, ſweet, lovely Ju- 
ſus be your phyſician, where his under-chirurgevn cannot do any 
thing for putting in order the wheels, paces and goings of a mar- 


ried foul, 1 have little time ; but yet the Lord hath made me ſo 


concern myſelf in your condition, that I do not, I dare not be alto- 


gether ſilent. Firſt, Ye doubt from 2 Cor. xiii. 5. whether ye be 


in Chriſt or not? and ſo, whether ye be a reprobate or not? 
anſwer three things to the doubt: 1. Ye owe charity to all men, 
but moſt of all to lovely and loving Jeſus, and fome alſo to your- 
ſelf, eſpecially to your renewed ſelf; becauſe your new ſelf is not 
yours, but another Lord's, even the work of his own Spirit : there- 
fore to ſlander his work, is to wrong himſelf. Love thinketh no 


evil; if ye. love grace, think not ill of grace in yourſelf; and ye 
think ill of grace in yourſelf, when ye make it but a baſtard and a 


work of nature. For a holy fear that ye be not Chriſt's, and with- 
al a care and a deſire to be his, and not your own, is not, nay can- 
not be baſtard nature. The great Advocate pleadeth hard for 
you; be upon the Advocate's fide, O poor feared client of Chriſt ! 
Stay and ſide with ſach a Lover, who pleadeth for no other man's 
goods but his own ; (for he, if I may lay ſo, ſcorneth to be enrich- 
ed with an unjuſt conqueſt) and yet he pleadetk for you, whereot 
your letter (though too too full of jealouſy) is a proof; for if ye 


were not his, your thoughts, which I hope are but the ſuggeſtions 


ot his Spirit, (that only bringeth the matter in debate, to make it 
ſure to you) would not be ſuch, nor ſo ſerious as theſe, Am his ? 
er, Whoſe amI? 2. Dare ye forſwear your Owner, and ſay in 
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cold blood, I am not his? What nature or corruption ſaith at ſtarts 
in you, I regard not: your thoughts of yourſelf, when ſin and 
guiltineſs round you in the ear, and when you have a ſight of your 
deſervings, are apocrypha, and not ſcripture, I hope. Hear what 


the Lord faith of you, He will ſpeak peace: if your Maſter fay, [ 


quit you, I ſhall then bid you eat aſhes for bread, and drink waters 
of gall and worm-wood. But, howbeit Chriſt out of his own 
mouth ſhould ſeem to ſay, I came not for thee, as he did, Matth. 


Xv. 24. yet let me ſay, The words of tempting Jeſus are not to be 


ſtretched as ſcripture beyond his intention, ſeeing his intention in 
ſpeaking them is to ſtrengthen, not to deceive ; and therefore here 
faith may contradict what Chriſt ſeemeth at firſt to ſay, and ſo may 
ye. I charge you, by the mercies of God, be not that cruel to 
grace and the new birth, as to caſt water on your own coal b 

miſbelief: if ye muſt die, (as I know ye ſhall not) it were a folly 


to {lay yourſelf, 3. I hope ye love the new birth and a claim to 


Chriſt, howbeit ye do not make it good; and if ye were in hell, 
and ſaw the heavenly face of lovely, ten thouſand times lovely je- 
ſus, that hath God's hue, and God's fair, fair and comely red and 
white, wherewith it is beautified beyond compariſon and imagina- 
tion, ye could not forbear to ſay, Oh if I could but blow a 


| Kiſs from my ſinful mouth, from hell up to heaven, upon his cheeks, 


that are a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers, Cant. v. 13. I hope ye 
dare ſay, O faireſt ſight of heaven! O boundleſs mals of crucified 
and ſlain Love for me, give me leave to wiſh to love thee! O 
Flower and Bloom of heaven and earth's love ! O angels Wonder ! 


O thou, the Father's eternal tealed Love! and O thou, God's old 


Delight! give me leave to ſtand beſide thy love, and look in and 
wonder, and give me leave to wiſh to love thee, if I can do no 
more.” 2, We being born in athciſm, and bairns of the houſe 
that we are come of, it is no new thing, my dear brother, for us to 


be under jealouſies and miſtakes about the love of God. What 


think ye of this, that the man Chriſt was tempted to believe there 
were but two perſons in the bleſſed God-head, and that the Son 


of God, the ſubſtance and co eternal Son, was not the lawful Son 


of God? Did not Satan ſay, If thou be the Son of God? 3. Ye 


| ſay, that ye know not what to do. Your Head faid once that 
ſame word, or not far far from it, John xii. 27. Now is my foul 


rroubled, and what ſhall I ſay ? And faith anſwered Chriſt's What 
ſhall I ſay? with theſe words, O tempted Saviour, aſkeſt thou, 
What ſhall I fay? Say, Pray, Father, ſave me from this hour. 


What courſe can ye take but pray and friſt Chriſt his own comforts ? 


He is no dyvaur, take his word. Oh (ſay ye) I cannot pray. Anſw. 
Honeſt ftighivg is faith breathing and whiſpering in the ear: the 
life is not out of faith, where there is ſighing, looking up with the 
cycs, and breathing toward God. Lam, iii. 36. Hide not thine 
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car at my breathing. But what ſhall I do in ſpiritual exerciſes ? 
ye ſay, Anſw. 1. If ye knew particularly what to do, it were not 


a ſpiritual exerciſe. 2. In my weak judgment ye would firſt ſay, 


[ will glorify God 1n believing David's falvation, and the bride's 
marriage with the Lamb, and love the church's {lain Huſband, al- 
though I cannot for the preſent believe mine own ſalvation. 

Say, 1 will not paſs from my claim; ſuppoſe Chriſt would paſs from 
his claim to me, it ſhall not go back upon my fide : howbeit my 
love to him be not worth a drink of water, yet Chriſt ſhall have it 
ſuch as it is. 4. Say, I ſhall rather ſpill twenty prayers, than not 
pray at all: let my broken words go up to heaven; when they 
come up into the great Angel's golden cenſer, that compaſſionate 
Advocate will put together my broken prayers, and perfume them : 
words are but accidents of prayer. Oh (ſays he) J am lain with 
hardneſs of heart, and troubled with confuſed and melancholious 


thoughts. Anſw. My dear brother, What would ye conclude 


thence, that ye know not well who ought you? I grant: Oh, my 


heart is hard ! Oh, my thoughts of faithleſs forrow ! Ergo, I know 


not who aught me, were good logic in heaven amongſt angels and 
the glorified ; but down in Chriſt's hoſpital, where ſick and di- 
{tempered ſouls are under cure, it is not worth a ſtraw : give Chriſt 
time to end his work in your heart; hold on in feeling and be- 
wailing your hardneſs, for that is ſoftneſs to feel hardneſs. 2. J 
charge you to make pſalms of Chriſt's praiſes for his begun work 
of grace; make Chriſt your muſic and your ſong; for complain- 
ing and feeling of want doth often ſwallow up your praiſes. What 


think yeof thoſe who go to hell never troubled with ſuch thoughts ? 


If your exerciſe be the way to hell, God help me; I have a cold 
coal to blow at, and a blank paper for heaven: I give you Chriſt's 
caution, and my heaven ſurety for your ſalvation. Lend Chriſt 


your melancholy, for Satan hath no right to make a chamber in 
your melancholy ; borrow jay and comforts from the comforter ; 
bid the Spirit do his office in you ; and remember, that faith is one 
thing, and the feeling and notice of faith another: God forbid 


that feeling were proprium quarto mods to all the ſaints; and that 


this were good reaſoning, no feeling, no grace. I am ſure, ye were 
not always, theſe twenty years by-paſt, actually knowing that ye 


live; yet all this time ye are living: ſo is it with the life of faith. 
But, alas! dear brother, it is caſy for me to ſpeak words and ſyl- 
lables of peace; but 1a. Ivii. 19. telleth you, I create peace; there 
is but one Creator, ye know. Oh, that ye may get a letter of peace 


ſent you from heaven! Pray for me, and for grace to be faithful, 


and gifts to be able with tongue and pen to glority God. I forget 


St. Andrews, Jan. 8. Nurs in his ſweet 
5 1640. Lord Jeſus, S. R 
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31. To my n Sana 


— Madam, 
Received your Ladyſhip' $ leizer ; but, becauſe I was ſtill going 
. through the country for the affairs of the church, I have had 


no time to anſwer it. I had never more cauſe to fear than 1 


have now, when my Lord hath reſtored me to my ſecond created 
heaven on earth, and hath turned my apprekended fears into joys, 
and preat deliverance to his church, whereof I have my ſhare and 
part, Alas, that weeping prayers, anſwered and ſent back from 


heaven with joy, ſhould not have laughing praiſes ! O that this land 


would repent, and lay burdens of praiſes upon the top of the 
tair mount Zion! Madam, except this land be bumbied, a refor- 


mation is rather my. wonder than belief at this time; but ſurely it 
muſt be a wonder, and what is done already is a wonder : our Lord 


muſt reſtore beauty to his churches without hire; for we were 
fold without money, and now our buyers repent thera of the bar- 


gain, and would gladly give again better cheap than they bought 


us: they devoured Jacob, and ate up his people as bread ; now 


Jacob is grown a living child in their womb, and they would fain 


be delivered of the child, and render the birth; our Lord ſhall be 
Midwife. Oh that this land be not like Ephraim, an unwiſe ſon, 
hat ſtayeth too long in the place of breaking forth of children 
Your Ladyſhip is bleſſed with children, who are honoured to build 
vp Chriſt's waſte places again; I believe your Ladyſhip will think 


| them well beſtowed on that work, and that Zion's beauty is your 


joy: this is a mark and evidence from heaven, which helpeth weak 


yes to hold their grip, when other marks fail hem. hope your 


Ladyſhip is at a good underſtanding with Chriſt; and that, as be- 
cometh a Chriſtian, ye take him up aright (for many miſtake and 
miſhape Chriſt) in his comings and goings; your wants and falls 
praclaim, ye have nothing of your own, but what ye borrow ; 
nay, yourſelt is not your own) but Chriſt hath given himſelf to 
you : put Chrilt to the bank, and heaven ſhall be your intereſt and 
i1come; love him, for ye cannot over-love him; take up your 
houſe in Chriſt, let him dwell in you, and abide in him; and then 


be may look out of Chriſt, and laugh at the clay- heavens, that the 


bus of men are ſeeking after in this ſide of the water. Chriſt 


mindeth to make your loſſes grace's great advantage: Chriſt will 
e nothing of you; nay, not your fins, for he hath an uſe for them, 


is well as for your ſervice; howbcit ye are to lothe yourſelf for 


ee. I hope ye fetch all the heaven ye have here in this life from 


that which is up above; and that your anchor js caſten as high 
and deep as Chriſt ; oh, but it is far and many a mile to his bot- 
em! It I had known long lince, as I do now, (though ſtill, alas! 

am 
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1 am ignorant) what was in Chriſt, I would not have been ſo late 
in ſtarting to the gate to ſeek him. Oh, what can I do or ſay to 
| him, who hath made the north render me back again! A grave is 
no ſure priſon to him for the keeping of dry bones. Wois me, 
that my fooliſh ſorrow and unbelief, being on horſe-back, did ride 
ſo proudly and witleſſely over my Lord's providence : but when 
my faith was aſleep, Chriſt was awake; and now, when I arti a- 
wake, I ſay, he did all things well. Oh, infinite wiſdom ! Oh, in- 
comparable loving kindneſs ! Alas, that the heart 1 have, is fo lit- 
tle and worthleſs for ſuch a Lord as Chriſt is! Oh, what odds find 
the ſaints in hard trials, when they feel ſap at their roots, betwixt 
them and fun- burnt withered profeſſors ! croſſes and ſtorms caufe 
them to caſt their blooms and leaves. Poor worldlings, what will 
ye do, when the ſpan-length of your forenoon's laughter is ended, 
and when the weeping ſide of providence is turned to you? I put 
up all the favours ye have beſtowed on my brother upon Chriſt's 
ſcore, in whoſe books are many ſuch counts, and who will requite 
them: I with you to be builded more and more upon the ſtone laid 
in Zion, and then ye ſhall be the more fit to have a hand in rebuilt- 
ing our Lord's fallen tabernacle in this land, in which ye ſhall find 
great peace, when ye come to grips with death the King of terrors, 
The God of peace be with your Ladyſhip, and keep you blamelefs 
till the day of our Lord Jeſus. 
St. Andrews. Your Ladyſhip's at all obedience in his 
ſweet Lord and Maſter, S. R. 


— ED IO FF III ODDS LDCID 
32. To his very dear friend, JOAN FENNI CK. 


Much honoured and dear friend, 
8 Race, mercy and peace be to you: the neceſſary impediments 
J of my calling have hitherto kept me from making a return 
to your letter, the heads whereof I ſhall now briefty aniwer ; as, 
1. I approve your going to the Fountain, when your own ciſtern 
is dry: a difference there muſt be betwixt Chriſt's wel! and your 
borrowed water; and why but ye have need of emptineſs and dry- 
ing up, as well as ye have need of the well ? want, and a hole, there 
muſt be in our veſſel, to leave room to Chriſt's art; his well hath its 
own need of thirſty drinkers, to commend infinite love, which 
from eternity did brew ſuch a cellar of living waters for us. Ye 
commend his free love; and it is well done: oh, if I could help 
you, and if I could be maſter-conveener, to gather an earth-full and 
an heaven-full of tongues, dipped and ſteeped in my Lord's well of 
love, or his wine of love, even tongues drunken with his love, to 
raiſe a ſong ofpraiſes to him, betwixt the eaſt and welt end, and 
furtheſt points of the broad heavens ! If Þ were in your cafe (as a- 
las ! my dry and dead heart 1 is not now in that garden) I would 
| borrow 
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borrow leave to come, and ſtand upon the banks and coaſts of that 
{ea of love, and be a feaſted ſoul, to fee love's fair tide, free love's 
high and lofty waves, each of them higher than ten earths, flowing 


in upon pieces of loſt clay. O welcome, welcome, great ſea ! ! Oh, 


had as much love for wideneſs and breadth, as twenty outmoſt 
ſhells and ſpheres of the heaven of heavens, that I might reccive 
in a little flood of his free love! Come, come, dear friend, and be 
pained, that the King's wine cellar of free love and his banquetin 
houſe (O fo wide, fo ſtately ! O fo God: like, fo glory-like !) ſhould 
be fo abundant, fo overflowing, and your ſhallow veſlel fo little, to 
take in ſome part of that love : but ſince it cannot come into you, 
for want of room, enter yourſelf in this ſea of love, and breathe 
under theſe waters, and die of love, and live as one dead and drown- 
ed of this love. But why do ye complain of waters going over 
FE ſoul, and that the ſmoke of the terrors of a wrathful Lord 
doth almoſt ſuffocate you, and bring you to death's brink ? I know 
the fault is in your eyes, not in him; it is not the rock that fleeth 
and moveth, but the green ſailor; if your ſenſe and apprehenſion 
be made judge of his love, there is a graven image made preſently, 
even a changed god, and a foe. god, who was once (when ye waſhed 
your ſteps with butter, and the rock poured you out rivers of 
oil, Job xxix. 6.) a Friend-God. Either now or never let God 
work: ye had never, ſince ye was a man, ſuch a fair field for faith; 
r a painted hell, and an apprehenſion of wrath from your Father 
1s faith's opportunity to try what ſtrength is in it. 
God as large a meaſure of charity as ye have of ſorrow : now ſee 
faith to be faith indeed, if ye can make your grave betwixt Chriſt's 
cet, and ſay, Though he ſhould (lay me, I will truſt in him; 
is believed love ſhall be my winding- ſheet, and all my grave- 


clothes; I ſhall roll and ſew in my foul, my ſlain ſoul, in that web, 


his ſweet and free love: and let him write upon my grave, © Here 
lieth a believing dead man, breathing out and making an hole in 
«cath's broad-ſide, and the breath of faith cometh forth through 
the hole.“ 
wWreſtle God's tempting to death quite out of breath, as that re- 
20wned wreſtler did, Hof. xii. 3. And by his ſtrength he had 


power with God ; ver. 4. Yea, he had power over the Angel, and 


_ prevalled.” He is a ſtrong man indeed, who overmatcheth heaven's 

itcength, and the holy One of Iſrael, "the ſtrong Lord, which is 
Cone by a ſecret ſupply of divine ſtrength within, wherewith the 
weakeſt being ſtrengthened, overcome and conquer. It ſhall be 


Prat victory, to blow out the flame of that furnace ye are now in, 


with the breath of faith: and when hell, men, malice, cruelty, 
hood, devils, the ſeeming glooms of a ſweet Lord, meet you in 
rhe teeth, if ye then as a captive of hope, as one fettered in hope's 
non, run to your ſtrong hold, even from God glooming to God 

glvoming 3 j 


Now, give 


See now if ye can overcome and prevail with God, and 
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gl,oming ; and believe the ſalvation of the Lord in the dark, which 
is your only victory: your enemies are but pieces of malicious 
clay; they ſhall die as men, and be confounded. But that your 
troubles are many at once and arrows come in from all airths, from 
country, friends, wife, children, foes, eſtate, and right- down from 
God, who is the hope and ſtay of your ſoul. I confeſs is more, and 
very heavy to be borne: yet all thele are not more than grace; all 
theſe bits of coals, caſten in your ſea of mercy, cannot dry it up, 
Your troubles are many and great, yet-not an ounce-weight be- 
yond the meaſure of infinite wiſdom, I hope, nor beyond the mea- 


ſure of grace that he is to beſtow; for our Lord never yet brake 


the back of his child, nor ſpilt his own work: "nature's plaiſtering 
and counterfeit-work he doth often break in ſheards and putteth 


out a candle not lighted at the Sun of righteouſneſs ; but he muſt 
cheriſh his own reeds, and handle them ſoftly ; never a reed getteth 


a thruſt with the Mediator's hand, to lay together the two ends of 
the reed. O what bonds and ligaments hath our Chirurgeon of 
broken ſpirits, to bind up all his lame and bruiſed ones with! caſt 
your disjointed ſpirit in his lap, and lay your burden upon One, 
whois ſo willing to take your cares and your fears off you, and to 
exchange and niffer your croſſes, and to give you new for old, 
and gold for iron, even to give you garments of praiſe for the ſpi- 
tit of hea vineſs. It is true in a great part what ye write of this 
kirk, that the letter of religion only is reformed, and ſcarce that: I 
do not believe, our Lord will build his Zion in this land, upon this 
ſkin of reformation : ſo long as our ſcum remaineth, and our heart- 
idols are keeped, this work muſt be at a ſtand ; and therefore our 


Lord muſt yet ſift this land, and ſearch us with candles; and TI 


know, he ſhall give and not ſell us his kingdom. Bis grace and 
our remaining guiltineſs muſt be compared, and the one muſt be 
ſeen in the glory of it, and the other in the fintulneſs of it; but I 
deſire to belicve, and would gladly hope to ſee, that the glancing 
and ſhining luſtre of glory, coming from the diamonds and ſtones ſet in 
the crown of our Lord Jeſus, ſhall caſt rays and beams many thou- 
land miles about. I hope Chriſt is upon a great marriage; and 
that his wooing and ſuiting of his excellent bride doth take its be- 
ginning from us, the ends of the earth. O what joy and what 
glory would 1 judge it, if my heaven ſhould be ſuſpended till I mig: 
have leave to run on foot to be a witneſs of that marriage: glory. 
and fee Chriſt put on the glory of his laſt married bride, and his 


laſt marriage love on earth, when he ſhall enlarge his love-bed, aud 


ſet it upon the top of the mountains, and take in the elder ſiſter, 


the Jews, and the fulneſs of the Gentiles! It were heaven's honour 


and glory upon earth, to be his lackey, to run at his horſe's foot, 
and hold up the train of his marriage-robe-royal, in the day ot 
dur high and royal Soomon's eſpouſals. But O what glory to 


5 J Have 
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have a ſeat or bed in Jeſus's chariot, that is bottomed with gold, and 
paved, and lined over, and floored within with love for the daughters 
of Jeruſalem! Cant. iii. 10. To ly upon ſuch a King's love, were 
a bed next to the flower of heaven's glory. I am ſorry to hear you 
ſpeak, in your letter, of a God angry at you, and of the ſenſe of his 
indignation, which only ariſeth from ſuffering, for ſuffering for je- 
ſus, all that is now come upon you. Indeed apprehended wrath flam. 
eth out of ſuch aſhes as apprehended ſin, but not from ſuffering for 
Chriſt: but, ſuppoſe ye were in hell, for by-gones and for old debt, ! 

hopeyeoweChriſt a great ſum of charity, to believe the ſweetneſs of 
his love. I know what it is to ſin in that kind; it is to ſin out (if it were 
poſſible) the unchangeableneſs of a God-head out of Chriſt, and to 
fin away a lovely unchangeable God. Put more honeſt apprehen- 
ſions upon Chriſt, put on his own maſk upon his face, and not your 

vail made of unbelief, which ſpeaketh as if he borrowed love to 
you from you, and your demerits and ſinful deſervings. Oh, no! 
Chriſt is man, but he is not like man; he hath man's love in hea- 

ven, but it is luſtred with God's love, and it is very God's love ye 

have todo with: when your wheels go about, he ſtandeth ſtill. Let 

God be God, and be ye a man, and have ye the deſerving of man, 

and the fin of one, who hath ſuffered your Well-beloved to {lip a- 
Way, nay, he hath refuſed him, entrance, when he was knocking, 

till his head and locks were frozen: yet what is that to him? His 

| book keepeth your name, and is not printed and re-printed, and 
changed and corrected: and why, but he ſhould go to his place and 

hide himſelf ? howbcit his departure be his own good work, yet 

the belief of it in that manner is your ſin; but wait on till he re- 
turn With ſalvation, and cauſe you rejoice in the latter end. It is 

not much to complain ; but rather believe than complain, and fit 

in the duſt, and cloſe your mouth, till he make your ſown light 

grow again: for your afflictions are not eternal, time will end them, 

and ſo ſhall ye at length ſce the Lord's ſalvation ; his love fleepeth 

not, but is ſtill in working for you; his ſalvation will not tarrynor 

linger; and ſuffering for him is the nobleſt croſs that is out of hea- 

ven. Your Lord hath the wail and choice of ten thouſand other 

croſſes, beſide this, to exerciſe you withal; but his wiſdom and his 

love wailed and chooſed out this for you, beſide them all: and take 
it as a choice one, and make ule ot it, fo as ye look to this world 

as your ſtep- mother, in your borrowed priſoa ; for it is a love-look 

to heaven, and the other {ide of the water, that God leeketh : and 

this is the fruit, the lower and bloom growing out of your crols, 

that ye be a dead man to time, to clay, to gold, to country, to 

friends, wife, children, and all pieces of created nothings ; for in 

them there is not a ſeat nor bottom for foul's love. O what room 

is for your love (if it were as broad as the ſea) up in heayen and in 

God! and what would not Chriſt give for your love? God guy 

| © 
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d ſo much for your ſoul; and bleſſed are ye if ye have a love for bim, 
$ and can call in your ſoul's love from all idols, and can make a Cod 1 
e of God, a God of Chriſt, and draw a line betwixt your heart and ' 
U him. If your deliverance come not, Chriſt's preſence and his e. 0 
$ lieved love muſt ſtand as caution and ſurety for your deliverance, 4 
5 till your Lord fend it in his bleſſed time; for Chriſt hath many | 
. ſalvations, if we could ſee them: and I would think it better bor 
r comfort and joy, that cometh from the faith of deliverance, and 
1 faith of his love, than that which cometh from deliverance itſe“ 
t It is not much matter, if ye find eaſe to your afflicted foul, what 
e be the means, either of your own wiſhing, or of God's chooſing 4 
0 the latter I am ſure is beſt, and the comfort ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſ 1 
. let the Lord abſolutely have the ordering of your evils and trouble 9 
r and put them off you, by recommending your croſs and your | | 
0 nace to him, who hath {kill to melt his own metal, and knowet!: 
1 well What to do with his furnace; let your heart be willing, tha! 
. God's fire have your tin, and braſs, and droſs; to conſent to wan 
e corruption, is a greater mercy than many profeſſors do u 
t know; and to refer the manner of God's phyſic to his own w::. 
5 dom, whether it be by drawing blood, or giving ſugared drinks 
. that he cureth ſick folks without pain, it is a great point of faith ; 


, and to believe Chriſt's croſs to be a friend, as he himſelf is a Friend. 

8 is alſo a ſpecial act of faith: but when ye are over the water, this 

d caſe ſhall be a yeſterday, paſt an hundred years ere ye were born i 
d and the cup of glory ſhall waſh the memory of all this away, ang xii 
1 make it as nothing: only now take Chriſt in with you under four | 
. yoke, and let patience have her perfect work; for this haſte is vor 

5 


infirmity. The Lord is riſing up to do you good in the lastet 1 


& end: put on the faith of his ſalvation, and fee him poſting 1nd | 
b haſting towards you. Sir, my employments, being ſo great, i. il 
, der me to write at more length; excuſe me: I hope to be mia N 
h ful of you. I ſhall be obliged to you, if ye help me with you. 

r prayers for this people, this college, and my own poor foul. Grace 

* be with you. Remember my love to your wife. 

r St. Andrews, Feb. 13. Durs in Chriss 

8 | 1640. e Tejus, I. R 
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g 33. To the much honoured PETER STIRLING, 

4 Much honoured and worthy Str, 3 i 
, 1 Received youts, and cannot but be aſhamed that miſtaking “ | 
> hath brought me in court and account in the heart of Gs 1 
1 children, eſpecially of another nation. I ſhould not make a lic of il 
1 the grace of God, if I-ſhould think I have little hare of it myc.: ; 

1 O how much better were it for me, to ſtand in the counting- tabu 


of many for a half penny. and to be <iteemed a liker, rather than a 
lover 
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lover of Chriſt ! If I were weighed, vanity ſhould bear down the 
ſcale, as having weight in the balance above me, except my lovely 
Saviour ſhould caſt in beſide me ſome of his borrowed worth. And, 
oh, if I were writing now ſincerely in this extenuation, which may 
be, and [ fear is, {ubtile and cozcning pride! I would I could love 
ſomething of heaven's worth, in you and all of your metal. Q 
how happy were I, if 1 could regain and conquer back from the 
creature my fold and loft love, that I might lay it upon heaven's 
Jewel, that ever, ever blooming Flower of the higheſt garden, even 
my foul-redeeming, and never-enough prized Lord Jeſus! O that 
he would waſh my love, and put it on the Mediator's wheel, and 
refine it from its droſs and tin, that I might propine and gift that 
Lord, fo love-worthy, with all my love! O if I could ſet a leaſe 
ol thouſands of years, and a ſuſpenſion of my part of heaven's glo- 
ry, and friſt till a long day my deſired ſalvation, fo being I could, 
in this lower kitchen and under vault of this creation, be feaſted 
with his love, and that I might be a foot-ſtool to his glory, before 
men and angels! Oh if he would let out heaven's fountain upon 
withered me, dry and ſapleſs me / if I were but ſick of love for his 
love, (and oh, how would that ſickneſs delight me“) how ſweet 
would that eaſing and refreſhing pain be to my ſoul ? I ſhall be 
glad to be a witneſs to behold the kingdoms of the world become 
Chriſt's : I could ſtay out of heaven many years, to ſee that victo- 
rious triumphing Lord act that propheſied part of his foul-conque- 
ring love, in taking into his kingdom the greater ſiſter, that kirk of 
the Jews, who ſometimes courted our well-beloved for her little ſi- 
ſter, Cant. viii. 8. to behold him fet up as an enſign and banner of 
love, to the ends of the world. And truly we are to believe, that 
his wrath is ripe for the land of graven images, and for the fal- 
ling of that mill-ſtone in the midſt of the fea. Grace be with 
you, 


St. Andrews, March 6. Tours in his fweet Lord 
SE „ Joy Jeſus, S. R. 


34. Tothe Lady FIN GAS K. 

Madam, „„ | : 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: though not acquainted, 
yet, at the deſire of a Chriſtian, I make bold to write a line 
or two unto you by way of counſel, (howbeit I be moſt unfit for 
that.) T hear, and I bleſs the Father of lights for it, that ye have a 
ſpirit ſet to ſeek God, and that the poſture of your heart is to look 
heaven-ward ; which is a work and caſt of the Mediator Chriſt's 
right-hand, who putteth on the heart a new frame, for the which 
I would have your Ladyſhip to ſee a tye and bond of obedience 
laid upon you, that all may be done, not fo much from obligation 
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of law. as from the tye of free love; that the law of ranſom pay- 
ing by Chriſt may be the chief ground of all your obedience, ſee - 
iug that ye are not under the law, but under grace. Withal, know, 
that unbelief is a ſpiritual ſin, and ſo not ſeen by nature's light; and 
that all conſcience faith is not ſcripture : ſuppoſe your heart bear wit- 
neſs againſt you, for ſins done long ago; yet, becauſe many have par- 
don with God, that have not peace with themſelves, ye are to ſtand 
and fall by Chriſt's eſteem and verdi& of you, and not by that 
which your heart ſaith. Suppoſe it may by accident be a good 
ſign, to be jealous of your heavenly Huſband's love, yet it is a ſin- 
ful ſign ; as there be ſome happy ſins (if I may ſpeak ſo) not of 
themſelves, but becauſe they are neighboured with faith and love. 
And ſo, worthy Lady, I would have you hold by this, that the an- 
cient love of an old Huſband ſtandeth firm and ſure; and let faith 
hing by this ſmall thread, that he loved you before he laid the cor- 
ner-ſtone of the world; and therefore he cannot change his mind, 
becauſe he is God, and reſts in his love. Neither is fin in you a 


good reaſon, wherefore ye ſhould doubt of him, or think, becauſe 


ſin hath put you in the courteſy and reverence of juſtice, that there- 
fore he is wroth with you: neither is it preſumption in you, to 
lay the burden of your ſalvation upon One mighty to fave ; ſo be- 
ing ye lay aſide all confidence in yourſelf, your worth and righte- 
ouſneſs. True faith is humble, and ſeeth no way to eſcape but 
only in Chriſt : and I believe ye have put an eſteem and high price 
upon Chriſt ; and they cannot but believe, and ſo be ſaved, who 
love Chriſt, and to whom he is precious: for the love of Chriſt 
hath choſen Chriſt as a Lover; and it were not like God, if ye 
ſhould chooſe him as your liking, and he not chooſe you again: 
nay, he hath prevented you in that; for ye have not choſen. him, 
but he hath choſen you. O conſider his lovelineſs and beauty, and 
that there is nothing which can commend and make fair heaven 
or earth, or the creature, that is not in him, in infinite perfection; 
for fair ſun and fair moon are black, and think ſhame to ſhine be- 
fore his fairnels, Iſa. xxiv. 23. Baſe heavens and excellent Jeſus ; 
weak angels, and ſtrong and mighty Jeſus ; fooliſh angel-wiſdom, 
and only wiſe Jeſus ; ſhort living creature, and long living, and e- 
ver-living Ancient of days; miſerable and ſickly, and wretched are 
thoſe things that are within time's circle, and only, only blefſ-4 


| Jeſus! If ye can wind in his love (and he giveth you leave to love 


him, aud allurements alſo) what a ſecond heaven's paradiſe, a young 
heaven's glory is it to be hot and burned with fevers of love: ſick- 
neſs for him? and the more your Ladyſhip drinks of this love, 
there is the more room, and the greater delight and deſire for this 


love. Be homely, and hunger for a feaſt and fill of his love; for 


that is the borders and march of keaven: nothing hath a nearer re- 
ſemblance to the colour and hue and luſtre of heaven than Chriſt 
DL loved, 
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him: I envy not his waking love, who ſaw that this water was 
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loved, and to breathe out love- words, and love-ſighs for him. Re- 
memben what he is; when twenty thouſand millions of heaven's 
lovers have worn their hearts thread-bare of love, all is nothing, 
yea, leſs than nothing to his matchleſs worth and excellency : O ſo 
broad and ſo deep as the fea of his deſireable lovelineſs is! glorified 
{pirits, triumphing angels, the crowned and exalted lovers of hea- 
ven, ſtand without his lovelineſs, and cannot put a circle on it. 
Oh, if ſin and time were from betwixt us, and that royal and King's 
love, that high Majeſty, eternity” s Bloom, and Flower of high-ln- 
ſtred beauty might ſhine upon pieces of created ſpirits, and might 
hedew and overflow us, who are portions of endleſs miſery, and 
!nmps of redeemed ſin! Alas, what do T? I but ſpill and loſe 
words in ſpeaking highly of him, who will bide and be above the 
muſic and ſongs of heaven, and never be enough praiſed by us all; 
to whoſe boundleſs and bottomleſs love I recommend your Lady- 
ihip, and am 

St. Andrews, March 27. Your Ladyfoip' s in Chrift 

1640. Jeſus, S. R. 
. DOI DCD FI 
35. To his reverend and dear brother, Mr. DA VID 
_ DICKSON. | 


Reverend Da dear brother, | 
E look like the houſe whereof ye are a ach the croſs is 
a part of the life-· rent, that lieth to all the ſons of the houſe. 


acſire to ſuffer with you, it I could take a lift of your houſe. trial 


off you; but ye have preached it, ere I knew any thing of God : 
your Lord may gather his roles, and ſhake his apples, at what ſea- 
jon of the year he pleaſeth; each huſbandman cannot make harveſt 


when he pleaſeth, as he can do: ye are taught to know and a- 


core his ſovereignty, which he exerciſeth over you, which Jet is 


inſtred with mercy. The child bath but changed a bed in the 


garden, and 1s planted up higher nearer the ſun, where he ſhall 
thrive better than in this out-field moor-ground : ye muſt think 


your Lord would not want him one hour longer; and ſince the 


date of your loan of him was expired (as it is if ye read the leaſe) 


jet him have his own with gain, as good reaſon were. I read on it 


-2 exaltation and a richer meaſure of grace, as the ſweet fruit of your 
croſs; and I am bold to ſay, that that college, where your Maſter 
bath {et you now, (hall find it. IT am content, that Chriſt is ſo 
zomely with my dear brother, David Dickſon, as to borrow and 
zend, and take and give with him; and ye know, what are called 

the viſitations of ſuch a friend; it is to come to the houſe, and be 


omely with what is yours. l perſuade myſelf upon his credit, he 


ING left drink money, and that he hath made the hovſe the better 


t© 
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among the confuſed rollings and wheels of ſecond cauſes; ae, Oh, 


Epiſt. 36. 12 ET TERS; 393 
to be paſt through, and that now the number of croſſes lying in 
your way to glory are fewer by one than when I ſaw you; they 
muſt decreaſe, It is better than any ancient or modern commen- 


tary on your text, that ye preach upon, in Glaſgow : read and ſpell 


right, for he knoweth what he doth; heis only lopping and ſned- 
ding a fruitful tree, that it may be more fruitful. I congratulate 


heartily with you his new welcome to your new charge. Deareſt 


brother, go on and faint not; ſomething of yours is in heaven, be- 
ſide the fleſh of your exalted Saviour, and ye go on after your own, 
Time's thread is ſhorter by one inch than it was: an oath is ſworn 
and paſt the ſeals, whether afflictions will or not, ye muſt grow and 
ſwell out of your ſhell, and live, and triumph, and reign, and be 
more than a conqueror : for your Captain, who leadeth you on, is 
more than Conqueror, and he makes you partaker of his conqueſt 
and victory. Did not love to you compel me, I would not fetch 
water to the well, and ſpeak to one who knoweth better than J 
can do What God is doing with him. Remember my love to your 
wife, to Mr. John, and all friends there. Let us be helped by your 
praycrs, for I ceaſe not to make mention of you to the Lord as [ 
dow. Grace be with you. 
St. Andrews, May. 28. 
1640. Jeſus, S. R 
36. Tomy Lady BOYD. | 
Madam, 8 
8 Race, mercy and peace be to you. Impute it not to a diſre- 
J ſpective forgetfulneſs of your Ladyſhip, who miniſtred to 
me in my bonds, that I write not to you: I wiſh I could ſpeak or 
write what might do good to your Ladyſhip ; eſpecially now, when 


I think ye cannot but have deep thoughts of the deep and bottom- 


leſs ways of our Lord, in taking away, with a ſudden and wonder- 
ful ſtroke, your brethren and friends. Ye may know, all that die 
for ſin, die not in fin; and that none can teach the Almighty 
knowledge: he anſwereth none of our courts; and no man can 
ſay, What doſt thou? It is true, your brethren ſaw not many ſum- 


mers; but adore and fear the ſovereignty of the great Potter, who 


maketh and marreth his clay-veſſels, when and how it pleateth him. 
The under garden is abſolutely his own, and all that groweth iu 
it: his abſolute liberty is law biding; the flowers are his own: if 
{ome be but ſummer-applcs, he may plack them down before o- 


thers. O what wiſdom is it to believe, and not to diſpute, to ſub- 
ject the thoughts to bis court, and not to repine at any act of his 


juſtice ? he hath done it, all ficth be ſilent. It is impoſſible to be 
ſubmiſſive and religiouſly patient, if ye ſtay your thoughts dowa 


ths 


Yours in his ſibeet Lord 


. 
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the place! Oh, the time! Oh, if this had been, this had not follo's v 
ed! Oh, the linking of this accident with this time and place 
Look up to the maſter- motion and the firſt wheel; ſee and read 
the decree of heaven and the Creator of meu, who breweth death 
to his children, and the manner of it: and they fee far in a mill. 
ſtone, and have eyes that make a hole to ſee through the one ſide 
of a mountain to the other, who can take up his ways; how un- 
fearchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! His 
providence halteth not, but goeth with even and equal leps ; yet are 
they not the greateſt ſinners upon whom the tower of Siloam fell. 
Was not time's leaſe expired, and the {and of heaven's ſand-glaſs 
ſet by our Lord run out? Is not he an unjuſt debitor, who payeth 
due debt with chiding ? I believe, Chriſtian Lady, yoar faith leav- 
eth that much charity to our Lord's judgments, as to believe, how- 
beit ye be in blood fib to that croſs, that yet ye are exempted and 
freed from the gall and wrath that is in it. I dare not deny but 
(Job xviii. 1 5.) The king of terrors dwelleth in the wicked man's 
tabernacle; brimſtone ſhall be ſcattered on his habitation ; yet, 
Madam, it is fafe for you to live upon the faith of his love, whoſe 
arrows are over-watered and pointed with love and mercy to his 
own, and who knoweth how to take you and yours out of the roll 
and book of the dead. Our Lord hath not the eyes of fleſh, in 

_ diſtributing wrath to the thouſandth generation without exception. 
Seeing ye are not under the law, but under grace, and married to 
another Huſband ; wrath is not the court that ye are liable to. As 

I would not wiſh, neither do ] believe your Ladyſhip doth deſpiſe; 
ſo neither faint. Read and ſpell aright all the words and ſyllables 
in the viſitation, and miſcall neither letter nor ſyllable in it. Come 
along with the Lord, and ſee, and lay no more weight upon the law 
than your Chriſt hath laid upon it. If the law's bill get an anſwer 
from Chriſt, the curſes of it can do no more: and J hope ye have 
reſolved, that if he ſhould grind you to powder, your duſt and 
powder ſhall believe his ſalvation. And who can tell, what 


thoughts of love and peace our Lord hath to your children? 


I truſt he ſhall make them famous, in executing the written judg- 
ments upon the enemies of the Lord; this honour have all his 


ſaints, Pſal. cxlix. 9. and that they ſhall bear ſtones on their ſhoul- 


ders for building that fair city, that is called, Ezek. xlvi. 35 The 
Lord is there. And happy ſhall they be, who have a hand in the 
ſacking of Babel, and come out in the year of vengeance, for the 


controverſy of Zion, againſt the land of graven images. Theretore, 


Madam, let the Lord make out of your father's houſe any work, 
even of judgment, that he pleaſeth : what is wrath to others, is 
mercy to you and your houſe, It is faith's work, to claim and chal- 
lenge loving kindneſs out of all the rougheſt ſtrokes of God. Do 
that for the Lord, which ye will do 1 time; time will cum you 

EAT» 
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At that which God hath done, and let our Lord have it now. 

What love ye did bear to friends now dead, ſeeing they ſtand now 
in no need of it, let it fall as juſt legacy to Chriſt. Oh, how ſweet 
to pat out many ſtrange lovers, and to put in Chriſt! It is much 
for our haff-ſlain affections, to part with that, which we believe 
we have right unto : but the ſervant's will ſhould be our will; and 
ke is the beſt ſervant, who retaineth leaſt of his own will, and 
moſt of his maſter's. That much wiſdom muſt be aſcribed to our 
Lord, that he knoweth how to lead his own in— through and out- 

through the little time hells, and the pieces of time: during 
wraths in this life; and yet keep fafe his love without any 
blur upon the old and great ſeal of free election: and ſeeing; 
his mountains of braſs, the mighty and ſtrong decrees of fre grac 

in Chriſt, ſtand ſure, and the covenant ſtandeth faſt for ever, as th. 

days of heaven, let him ſtrike and nurture : his ſtriking maſt be 


very act of faving : ſeeing ſtrokes upon his ſecret ones come from 


the ſoft and heavenly hand of the Mediator, and his rods arc ſteep. 

ed and watered in that flood and river of love, that cometh fro; 
the God-man's heart of our foul-loving and foul-redeeming Jes © 

I hope ye are content to friſt the Cautioner of mankind his own 
conqueſt, heaven, till he pay it you, and bring you to a ſtate of 
glory, where he ſhall never crook a finger upon, nor lift a hand to 
you again: ard be content, and withal. greedily covetous of grace 

the intereſt and pledge of glory, If I did not believe your crop 
to be on the ground, and your part of that heaven of the ſain: s 
heaven, white and ruddy, fair, fair and beautiful Jeſus were 

come to the bloom and the flower, and near your hook, I would 
not write this: but ſeeing time's thread is ſhort, and ye are upon 
the entry of heaven's harveſt, and Chriſt, the field of heaven's glo- 
ry is white and ripe like, the loſſes that I write of to your Ladyſhip 
are but ſummer- howers, that will only wet your garments for an 
hour or two, and the ſun of the New Jeruſalem mall quickly ery 
the wet coat; eſpecially ſeeing rains of affliction cannot ſtain the 
image of God, or cauſe grace caſt the colour. And lince ye wil! 
not alter upon him, who will not change upon you, I dur{t in 
weakneſs think myſelf no ſpiritual ſeer, if 1 ſhould not propheſy. 


that day-light is near, when ſuch a morning-darkneſs i is upon you; 


and that this trial of your Chrittian mind towards him, whom v. 
dare not leave, howbeit he ſhould {lay you, ſhall cloſe with a double > 
mercy. It is time for faith to hold faſt as much of Chriſt as ev 
ye had, and to make the grip ſtronger, and to cleave. cloſer 
kim; ſecing Chriſt loveth to be believed in, and truſted to. TH. 
glory Of laying ſtrength upon One that is mighty to ſave, is moi 
than we can think: that piece of ſervice of believing in a ſmitins 
Redeemer, is a precious part of obedience. O what glory to him, 
to lay over the burden of our heaveu upon! him, that purchaicd fo. 
* e v3 


—— 
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us an eternal kingdom! O bleſſed ſoul, who can adoree 
bis lovely, free grace. The rich grace of Chriſt be with you: |» 
ec, Atabvews, OR. 15. 1640. Yours at all obedience in 
os „ | + Chriſt Jeſis, S. R. 
. » 
37. To AGNES MAC MAT. | 


Dear fifler, 

F our Lord hath taken away your child, your leaſe of him i: 
expired; and ſeeing Chriſt would want him no longer, it is your 
part to hold your peace, and worſhip and adore the ſovereignty and 
liberty that the Potter hath over the clay, and pieces of clay. no- 
things, that he gave life unto: and what is man, to call and ſum. 
mon the Almighty to his lower court down here ? for he giveth 
account of none of his doings. And if ye will take a loan of 
child, and give him back again to our Lord, laughing, as his bor- 
rowed goods ſhould return to him; believe, he is not gone away, 
but ſent before; and that the change of the country ſhould mah 
you think, he is not loſt to you, who is found to Chriſt; and that 
he is now before you, and that the dead in Chriſt ſhall be raiſed a. 
gain. A going-down ſtar is not annihilate, but ſhall appear again: if 
de hath caſten his bloom and flower, the bloom is fallen in heaven, in 
Chriſt's lap; and as he was lent a while to time, ſo is he given now 
to eternity, which will take yourſelf: and the difference of your 
ſhipping and his to heaven and Chrift's ſhore, the land of lite, 
is only in ſome few years, which weareth every day ſhorter, and 
tome ſhort and ſoon· reckoned ſummers will give you a meeting 
with him; but what, with him ? nay, with better company, with 
the Chief and Leader of the heavenly troops, that are riding on 
white horſes, that are triumphing in glory. If death were aſleep 
that had no wakening, we might forrow : but our Huſband thall 
quickly be at the bed-{ides of all that ly ſleeping in the grave, and 
{tall raiſe their mortal bodies. Chriſt was death's Cautioner, who 
gave his word to come and looſe all the clay-pawns, and let them 
at his own right-hanq; and our Cautioner, Chriſt, hath an act of 
law. ſurety upon death, to render back his captives : and that the Lord 
Jeſus, who knoweth the turnings and windings that are in that 
black trance of death, hath numbered all the ſteps of the ſtair up 
to heaven; be knoweth how long the turn pike is, or how many 


pair of ſtairs high it is; for he aſcended that way himſelf, Rev. i. 


i8, I was dead, and am alive. And now he liveth at the right- 
and of God, and his garments have not fo much as a ſmell of 
death. Your afflictions 1mell of the children's caſe; the bairns of 
the houſe are ſo nurtured : and ſuffering is no new life, it is but 
the rent of the ſons; baſtards have not ſo much of the rent. Take 


kind!y | 


— Lun — Hf ff — A wy 


— 5 2 


r 2 Fu pp — wh. yy — 


Ppiſt. 38. LETTERS. | 387 


kindly and heartſomely with his croſs, who never yet flew a child 
with the croſs, He breweth your cup; therefore drink it patient- 
ly, and with the better will. Stay and wait on till Chriſt looſe the 
knot, that faſteneth his croſs on your back; for he is coming to de- 
liver: and I pray you, fitter, learn to be worthy of his pains, who 


correcteth; and let him wring, and be ye waſhen ; for he hath a 


Father's heart and a Father's hand, who is training you up, and 
making you meet for the high hall. This ſchool of ſuffering is a 
preparation for the King's higher houſe ; and let all your viſitati- 
ons ſpeak all the letters of your Lord's ſummons. They cry, 1. 
O vain world! 2. O bitter fin! 3. O ſhort and uncertain time! 
4. O fair eternity, that is above ſickneſs and death! 5. O kingly 
and princely Bridegroom ! haſten glory's marriage, ſhorten time's 
ſhort ſpun and ſoon-broken thread, and conquer fin ! 6. O happy and 
blefled death, that golden bridge laid over by Chriſt my Lord, be- 
twixt time's clay-banks and heaven's ſhore! And the Spirit and 

the bride ſay, Come! and anſwer ye with them, Even ſo, come, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly! Grace be with you, | 

St. Andrews, Oct. 15, Tour brother in his fweet Lord 
„ $O&40, 7cjus, S. R 
OSOCDODODOGOCTOVTANFOCDNSCCDODZOOOTIC IDO 
38. 70 Mr. MATTHEW MOWA T. 


Reverend and dear brother, 
\ Hat am I to anſwer you? Alas! my books are all bare, and 
ſhew me little of God: I would fain go beyond books, into 
his houſe of love, to himſelf. Dear brother, neither ye nor I are 
parties worthy of his love or knowledge. Ah! how hath fin bemiſt- 
ed and blinded us, that we cannot ſee him? But for my poor ſelf, 
I am paincd and like to burlt, becauſe he will not take down the 
wall, and fetch his uncreated Beauty, and bring his matchleſs, 
white and ruddy face out of heaven one's errand, that I may have 
heaven meeting me ere I go to it, in ſuck a wonderful fight, Ye 
know that majeſty and love do humble, becauſe homely love to 
ſinners dwelleth in him with majeſty : ye ſhould give him al] his 
own court-ſtiles, his high and heaven names. What am I, to hape 
conceptions of my higheſt Lord? How broad, and how high, and 


how deep he is, above and beyond what theſe conceptions are, I 


cannot tell: but for my own weak practice (which, alas! can be no 
rule to one fo deep in love: ſickneſs with Chriſt as ye are) I would 
fain add to my thoughts and eſteem of him, and make him more 


| high, and would with an heart and love ten thouſand times wider 
than the utmoſt circle and curtain that goeth about the heaven of 


heavens, to entertain him, in that heart, and with that love. But 


that which is your pain, my dear brother, is mine alſo; I am con- 


founded with the thoughts of him. I know God is caſten (if I. 
| e may 
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may ſpeak ſo) in a ſweet Mould, and lovely Image, in the Perſon 
of that heaven's Jewel, the Man Chriſt; and that the ſteps of that 
ſteep aſcent and alf to the God. head Us the fleſh of Chriſt, the 
new and living Way; and there is footing for faith in that curi- 
ous ark of the humanity; therein dwelleth the God head, married 
upon our humanity, I would be in heaven, ſuppoſe 1 had not a. 


- Nother errand, but to ſee that dainty golden ark, and God perſon. 


ally looking out at ears and eyes and a body, ſuch as we ſinners 
| Have, that I might wear my finful mouch in kiſſes on him for ever. 
more: and I know, all the three bleſſed Perſons ſhould be well 
pleaſed that my piece of faint and created love ſhould firſt coaſt u. 
pon the Man Chriſt; 1 ſhould fee them all through him. Tam 
called from my writing by my great employments in this town, 
and have ſaid nothing: but what can I ſay of him? Let us go and 
e. 
St. Andrews, , 1640. Yours in his fweet Lord 
Fefus, S. R 
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39. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 
1 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. Tam heartily 
ſorry that your Ladyſhip is deprived of ſuch an huſband, 


and the Lord's kirk of ſo active and faithful a friend. I know, 


your Ladyſhip long ago made acquaintance with that, wherein 
Chriſt will have you joined in a fellowſhip with himſelf, even with 
his own croſs; and hath taught you to ſtay your ſoul upon the 
Lord's good-will, who giveth not account of his matters to any of 
us: when he hath led you through this water, that was in your 
way to glory, there are fewer behind; and his order io diſmiſſing 
us, and ſending us out of the market, one before another, is to be 
reverenced. One ycar's time of heaven ſhall ſwallow up all ſor- 
rows, even beyond all compariſon « what then will not a duration 
of bleſſedneſs fo long as God ſhall live fully and abundantly recom- 
penſe? Tt is good that our Lord hath given a Debitor, obliged by 
gracious promiſes, for more in eternity than time can take from you ; 
and I believe your Ladyſhip hath been now many years adviing 
and thinking what that glory will be, which 1s abiding the pilgrims 
and ſtrangers on the earth, when they come home, aud which we 


may think of, love, and thirſt for, but we cannot comprehend it, 


nor conceive of it as it is, far leis can we over-think or over love 
it, O fo long a Chapter, or rather fo long a Volume as Chriſt is, 
in that divinity of glory! There is no more of him let down now, 
to be ſeen and enjoyed by his children, but as much as may feed 
hunger in this life, but not ſatisfy it. Your Ladythip is a ded:tor 
to the Son of God's croks, t that is wearing out love and affiance in 


the 
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the creature out of your heart by degrees; or rather the obligation 
{tandeth to his free grace, who careth for your Ladyſhip in this 
gracious diſpenſation, and who is preparing and making ready the 
garments of ſalvation for you; and who calleth you with a new 
game, that the mouth of the Lord hath named, and purpoſeth to 
make you a crown of plory, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
our God, Iſa. Jxit. 2, 3. Ye are obliged to friſt him more than 
ne heaven; and yet he craveth not a long day; it is faſt coming, 
nd is ſure payment. Though ye give no hire for him, yet hath 
e given a great price and ranſom for you: and if the bargain were 
to make again, Chriſt would give no leſs for you, than what he 
hath already given; he is far from rning. I ſhall wiſh you no 
more till time be gone out of the way, than the carneſt of that which 
he hath purchaſed and prepared lor you, can never be fully preach- 
ed, written, or thought of, ſince it hath not entered into the heart 
to conſider it. So, recommending your Ladyfhip to the rich grace 
of our Lord Jeſus, I am and reſt | 
St. Andrews. Hur Ladyſhip's at all reſpective obſer- 
1 dance, in Chriſt Jeſus, S. R. 
ORE IOC ION CC I CIA Ca DOUGH 
40. To Mis. TATLOR.: 


Miſtreſs, = 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Though I have no relati- 
on worldly or acquaintance with you, yet {upon the teſti- 
mony and importunity of your elder ſon now at London, where I 
am, but chicfly becauſe J eſteem Jeſus Chriſt in you to be in 
place of all relations) I make bold in Chriſt to ſpeak my poor 
thoughts to you concerning your ſon lately fallen aſleep in the 
Lord (who was fome time under the miniſtry of the worthy ſer- 
vant of Chriſt, my fellow labourer, Mr. Blair, by whoſe miniſtry I 
hope he reaped no ſmall advantage) I know, grace rooteth not out 
the affections of a mother, but putteth them on his wheel, who 
maketh all things new, that they may be refined; therefore ſorrow 
for a dead child is allowed to you, though by meaſure and ounce 
weights: the redeemed of the Lord have not a dominion or Lord- 
ſnip over their ſorrow and other affections, to laviſh out Chriſt's 
goods at their pleaſure : for ye are not your own, but bought with 
a price; and your forrow is not your own, nor hath he redeemed 
you by halves; and thercfore ye are not to make Chriſt's croſs no 
croſs. He commandeth you to weep ; and that princely One, who 
took up to heaven with him a man's heart to be a compaſſionate 
High- prieſt, became your Fellow and Companion on earth, by 
weeping for the dead, John xi. 35. And therefore ye are to love 
that croſs, becauſe it was once on Chriſt's ſhoulders before you; o 
that by his own practice, he hath over-gilded and covered your crots 
| | 85 with. 


tee * 
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with the Mediator's luſtre: the cup ye drink was at the lip of 
ſweet Jeſus, and he drank of it; and fo it hath a ſmell of his breath 


und 1 conceive ye love it not the worſe that it is thus ſugared 


therefore drink, and believe the reſurrection of your ſon's body 
if one coal of hell could fall off the exalted Head Jefus, Jeſus th 
Prince of the kings of the earth, and burn me to aſhes, knowing 
were a partner with Chriſt, and a fellow. mater with him , (thoug 
the unworthieſt of men) I think I ſhould die a lovely dea th in the: 
fire, with him. The worſt things of Chriſt, even his croſs, hay 


much of heaven from himſelf ; and fo hath your Chriſtian forrow, 


being of kin to Chriſt's in that kind : if your forrow were a ba- 


ſtard, and not of Chriſt's houſe, (becauſe of the relation ye have to 


him in conformity with his death and ſufferings) I ſhould the more 
compatiionate your condition; but kind and compaſſionate Jeſus, 
at every ſigh you give for the loſs of your now glorified child, (ſo 
believe, as is meet) with a man's heart crieth, Half. mine. I was 
ot a witneſs to his death, being called out of the kingdom; but 
ve thall credit thoſe whom I do credit, (and I dare not lie) he died 
comfortably. It is true, he died before he did ſo much ſervice io 
LR on earth, as I hope, and heartily deſire, your fon Mr. Hugh 
(cry dear to me in Jeſus Chriſt) ſhall do: but that were a real 
matter of ſorrow, if this were not to counterbalance it, that he 


hald changed e houſes, but hath not changed ſervice or Ma- 


ſter, Rev. xxii. 3. And there ſhall be no more curſe; but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb ſhall be in it, and his ſervants ſhall 
forve him.“ What he could have done in this lower houſe, he is 
now upon that ſame ſervice, in the higher houſe; and it is all one, 
ir is the fame ſervice, and the ſame Maſter, only there | is a change 
of conditions: and ye are not to think it a bad bargain for your 
beloved ſon, where he hath gold for copper and braſs, eternity for 
time. I believe Chriſt hath taught you (for I give credit to ſuch 
2 witneſs of you, as your fon Mr. Hugh) not to ſorrow becauſe he 


fied : all the knot muſt be, he died too ſoon, he died too young, 
Le dicd in the morning of his life; this is all: but Sovereignty 


rouſt ſilence your thoughts. I was in your condition; I had but 
two children, and both are dead ſince I came hither. The ſupreme 
and abſolute Former of all things giveth not an account of any of 
his matters: the good Hufbandman may pluck his roſes, and ga- 
ther in his lilies at mid: ſummer, and, for ought 1 dare ſay, in the 
beginning ot the firſt ſummer-month ; and bel may tran{plant young 


ces out of the lower ground to the nen, where they may have 


more of the ſun, and a more free air, at any ſeaſon of the year : 
hat! is that to you or me? the goods are his own. The creator 
time and winds did a merciful injury (if I dare borrow the word) 
tc nature, in landing the paſſenger fo early, They love the fe 
too well, who complain of a fair wind and a deſireable tide, _ a 
ſpecdy 
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coming aſhore, eſpedially a coming aſhore in that land 
-rc all the inhabitants have everlaſting joy upon their heads. 
not be too early in heaven ; his twelve hours were not ſhort 
hours ; and withal, if ye conſider. this, had ye been at his bed ſide, 


and mould have ſeen Chrift comiug to him, ye would not, ye 


could not, have adjourned Chriſt's free love, who would want hin 

no longer. And dying in another land, where his mother could 
not cloſe his eyes, is not much: whocloled Moſes's eyes? and who 
put on his winding-ſheet? for ought I know, neither father nor 


mother, nor friend, but God only: and there is as expedite, fair, 


and eaſy a way betwixt Scotland and heaven, as if he had died in 
the very bed he was born in. The whole earth is tis Father's ; 
any corner of his Father's houſe is good enough to die in. It may 


be, the living child (I ſpeak not of Mr. Hugh) is more grief to 


you than the dead : you are to wait on, if at any time God ſha 
give him repentance ; Chriſt waited as Jon g poſſibly on you and me, 
certainly longer on me; and if he ſhould deny repentance to him, 
could ſay ſomething to that; but] hope better things of him. Itſcem- 


eth that Chriſt will. have this world your ſtep dame : I love not 


your condition the worſe ; it may be a proof that ye are not a child 
of this lower houſe, but a ſtranger : Chriſt ſeeth it not good only, 
but your only good, to be led thus to heaven; and think this a 
favour, that he hath beſtowed upon you free, free grace, that is, 

mercy without hire; ye paid nothing for it : and who can put a 
price upon any thing of royal and princely Jeſus Chriſt ? And thar 


God hath given to you to ſuffer for him the ſpoiling of your goods, 


eſteem it as an act of free grace allo; ye are no loſer, having him- 
ſelf : and I perſuade myſelf, if ye could prize Chriſt, nothing could 
be bitter to you. Grace, arace be with you. 
London, 1645. Tor brother and 
3 5 Ty well-wiſher, S. R. 
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41. 79 BARBARA HAMILTON. 
Worthy friend, 


Race be to you. I do unwillingly write unto you of that 


which God hath done concerning your fon-in-law; only I 


believe, ye look not below Chrift, and the higheſt and moſt ſopreme 


act of nrovidetice, which moveth all wheels, And certainly, what 
came down enacted and concluded in the great book 5 the 
throne, and ſigned and ſubſcribed with the Hand which never did 
wrong, ſhould be kiſſed and adored by us. Welce God's decrecs, when 
ticy bring forth heir fruits, allactions, good and ill, fweet and four, 


in their time; but we ſee not preſently the after-birth of God's 


decree, viz. his blelled end, and the good thit he bringeth out of 


the womb of his holy and ſpotleis coun: l: we fe bis working, 
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and ſorrow; the end of his counſel and working lieth hidder 
underneath the ground, and therefore «ve cannot believe. 
a mongſt men, we {te hewn ſtones, timber, and an hundred icatter- 
ed parcels and pieces of an houſe, all under tools, hammers, and 
aues, and ſaws; yet the houſe, the beauty and eaſe of ſo many 
dgings and caſe-rooms, we neither ſee nor underſtand for the 
eſent; theſe are but in the mind and head of the builder, as yet. 
ve ſee red earth, unbroken clods, furrows and ſtones ; but we 
e not ſummer lilies, roſes, and the beauty of a garden. If ye give 
ve Lord time to work (as often he that believeth not maketh 
ite, but not ſpeed) his end is under the ground; and ye ſhall ſee 
Was your good, that your ſon hath changed dwelling places, 
- noc his Maſter : Chriſt thought good to have no more of his 
vice here; yet, Rev. xxii. 3. His ſervants ſhall ſerve him: he 
Ho not us nor our ſervice, either in earth or in heaven; but 
ze are to look to him, who giveth the hireling both his leave and 
ais wages, for his naked aim and purpole to ſerve Chriſt, as well 
25 or his labours; it is put up in Chriſt's account, ſuch a labour- 
er did ſweat forty years in Chriſt's vineyard; howbeit he got not 
leave to labour ſo long, becauſe he who accepteth of the will for 
de deed counteth ſo: none can teach the Lord to lay an account; 
he numbereth the drops of rain, and knoweth the ſtars by their 
names: it would take us much ſtudying, to give a name to every 
{tar in the firmament, great or ſmall. Sce Lev. x. 2. And Aaron 
held his peace; ye know his two ſons were ſlain, whilſt they offer- 
©} ſtrange fire to the Lord. Command your thoughts to be ſilent: 
it the ſoldiers of Newcaſtle had done this, ye might have ſtomach- 
ed; but the weapon was in another hand: hear the rod what it 
Preacheth, and {ce the name of God, Micah vi. 9. and know 
that there is ſomewhat of God and heaven in the rod. Ihe 
majeſty of the unſcarchable and bottomleſs ways and judgments of 
Cod is not ſeen in the rod, and the ſeeing of them requireth the 
yes of the man of wiſdom. If the ſufferings of ſome other with 
50u in that loſs could eaſe yon, ye want them not. But he can 
do no wrong, he cannot halt; his goings are equal, who hath 
done it. I know our Lord aimeth at more mortification ; let him 
not come in vain to your boule, and loſe the pains of a mercitul vt- 
;:, God, the Founder, never melteth in vain; howbeit to us he 
{.cmieth often to loſe both fire and metal: but 1 know ye are more 
iti tais Work than I can be; there is no cauſe to faint or weary, 
debe with you, and the rich conſolations of Jeſus Chriſt [weet- 
Hur croſs, and ſupport you under it. I ret 
ado, Ot. 15. Tours in his J Lord and 
1645. Maſter, S. R. 
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42. To Mrs. HUME. 


Loving ſiſter, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: if ye have any thing bet⸗ 

ter than the huſband of your youth, ye are Jeſus Chriſt's 
debror for it; pay not then your debts with grudping. Sorrow 
may diminiſh from the ſweet fruit of righteouſneſs; but quietneſe, 
ſilence, ſubmiſſion, and faith, put a crown upon your fad loſſes: 
ye know whoſe voice the voice of a crying rod is, Micah vi. 9. 
The name and majeſty of the Lord is written on the rod; read and 
be inſtructed. Let Chriſt have the room of the hufband: he hath 


now no need of you, or of your love; for he enjoyeth as much of 


the love of Chriſt, as his heart can be capable of. I con feſs, it is 
a dear bought experience, to teach you to undervalue the creature; 
yet it is not too dear if Chriſt think it fo I know, that the diſ- 
puting of your thoughts againſt his going thither, the way and 


manner of his death, the inſtruments, the place, the time, will not 
eaſe your ſpirits, except ye riſe higher than ſecond caufes, and be 


filent becauſe the Lord hath done it; if we meafure the goings of 
the Almiphty and his ways, the bottom whereof we ſee not, we 
quite miſtake God. O how little a portion of God ſee we! He is 
far above our ebb and narrow thoughts; he ruleth the world in 
wiſdom, ere we, creatures of yeſterday, were born, and ſhall rule 
it when we ſhall be lodging beſide the worms and corruption. On- 


ly learn heavenly wiſdom, ſelf denial, and mortification by this ſad 


loſs; | know that it is not for nothing (except ye deny God to be 
wile in all he doth) that ye have loſt one in earth. There hath 
been too little of your love and heart in heaven, and therefore the 


jealouſy of Chriſt hath done this; it is a mercy that he contendeth 


with you and all your lovers: I ſhould defire no preater favour 
tor myſelf, than that Chriſt laid a neceſſity, and took on ſuch bonds 
upon bimfclt; ſuch an one I muſt have, and ſuch a foul 1 cannot 


live in heaven without, John x. 16. And believe it, it is incom- 


prehenſible love, that Chriſt ſaith, if I enjoy the glory of my Fa- 


ther, and the crown of heaven far above men and angels, I muſt uſe 


all means, though never ſo violent, to have the company of ſuch an 
one for ever and ever.“ If with the eyes of wiſdom, as a child of 
wiſdom, ye juſtify your mother, the wiſdom of God, (whoſe child 
ye are) ye ſhall kiſs and embrace this loſs, aud fee much of Chriſt in 
it. Believe and ſubmit, and refer the income of the conſolations 


of Jeſus, and the event of the trial, to your heavenly Father, who. 
numbereth all your hairs : and put Chriſt in his own room in y ur 
love; it may be he hath either been out of his own place, or in a 


place of love inferior to his worth, Repair Chriſt in all his wrongs 


done to him, and love him for a Huſband ; and he that is a Huſband 
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to the widow, ſhall be that to you which he hath taken from you. 
Grace be with you. | | h 
London, Oct. 15. 1645. | Your ſympathizing 
| brother, S. R. 
43. To BARBARA HAMILTON: 

Loving ſiſter. 3 | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: J have heard with grief, 
that Newcaſtle hath taken one more, in a bloody account, 


than before, even your fon-in-law, and my friend; but J hope ye 


have learned that much of Chriſt, as not to look to wheels rolled 
round about on earth: earthen veſſels are not to diſpute with their 
Former: pieces of ſinning clay may, by reaſoning and contending 
with the Potter, mar the work of him, who hath his fire in Zion, 
and his furnace in Jeruſalem; as bullocks, ſweating, and wreſtling 
in the furrow, make their yoke more heavy: in quietneſs and reſt 
ye ſhall be ſaved: if men do any thing contrary to your heart, we 
may aſk both, who did it? and, whatis done? and why ? When 
God hath done any fuch thing, we are to enquire who hath dons 


it? and to know that this cometh from the Lord, who is wonder- 


ful in counſel; but we are not to alk what or why? If it be from 
the Lord, (as certainly there is no evil in the city without him, 
Amos ili. 6.) it is enough; the faireſt face of his ſpotleſs way is 
but coming, and ye are to believe his works as well as his word, 
Violent death is a ſharer with Chriſt in his death, which was vio- 
lent: it maketh not much what way we go to heaven; the happy 
home is all, where the roughneſs of the way ſhall be forgotten. He 

is gone home to a Friend's houſe, and made welcome, and the race 
is ended: time is recompenſed with eternity, and copper with gold. 
God's order is in wiſdom, the hutband goes home before the wife, 
and the throng of the market ſhall be over ere it be long, and ano- 
ther generation where we now are; and at length an empty houſe, 

and not one of mankind ſhall be upon the earth, within the ſixth 
_ part of an hour, after the earth and the works that are therein ſhall 
be burnt up with fire: I fear more that Chriſt is about to remove, 
when he carrieth home ſo much of his pleniſhing beforehand, We 
cannot teach the Almighty knowledge: when he was direCting the 
bullet againſt his ſervant, to fetch out the foul, no wile man could 
cry to God, Wrong, wrong, Lord, for he is thine own, There 
is no miſt over his eyes, whois wonderful in counſel : if Zion be 
builded with your ſon-in-law's blood, the Lord (deep in counle!) 
can glew together the ſtones of Zion with blood, and with that 


blood which is precious in his eyes, Chriſt hath fewer labourers in 


his vineyard than he had, but ſome more witneſſes for his cauſe, 
and the Lord's covenant with the three nations. What is Chriſt's 


gain, 
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gain, is not your loſs; let not that, which is his holy and wiſe will, 
be your unbelieving ſorrow. Though I really judge I had intereſt 
in his dead ſervant, yet, becauſe he now liveth to Chriſt, I quit the 
hopes I had of his ſucceſsful labouring in the miniſtry : I know he 
now praiſeth the grace that he was to preach ; and if there were a 
bettter thing on his head now in heaven than a crown, or any thin 


more excellent than heaven, he would caſt it down before his feet, 


who ſitteth on the throne : give glory therefore to Chriſt, as he 


now doth, and ſay, Thy will be done. The grace and conſolation 


of Chriſt be with you. 
Londan, Mv. 15. Yours in his ſweet 
1645. Lord Jeſus, S. R 
. Tc 


44. To the Viſccunteſs K EN M U RE. 
Madam, : | 5 3 5 
Race, mercy, and peace be to your Ladyſhip. Though Chriſt 

loſe no time, yet when ſinful men drive his chariot, the 


wheels of his chariot move ſlowly : the woman, Zion, as ſoon as ſhe. 


travailed, brought forth her children; yea, Ifa. Ixvi. 7. Before 
ſhe travailed, ſhe brought forth; before her pain came, the was deli- 
vered of a man-child : yet the deliverance of the people was with 
the woman's going with child ſeventy years, that is more than nine 
months. There be many oppoſitions in carrying on the work : 
but, J hope, the Lord will build his own Zion, and evidence to us, 
that it is done, not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of 
the Lord. Madam, I have heard of your infirmities of body and 
ſickneſs : I know the iſſue ſhall be mercy to you; and that God's 
purpoſe, which lieth hidden under ground to you, is, to commend 
the ſweetneſs of his love and care to you from your youth. And if 
all the ſad loſſes, trials, ſickneſſes, infirmities, griefs, heavineſs, and 
inconſtancy of the creature, be expounded (as ſure am they are) the 


rods of the jealouſy of an Huſband in heaven, contending with all 


your lovers on earth (though there were millions of them) for your 
love, to fetch more of your love home to heaven, to make it ſingle, 


|  unmixt, and chaſte to the faireſt in heaven and earth, to Jeſus the 


Prince of ages; ye will forgive (to borrow that ward) every rod 
of God, and not let the ſun go down on your wrath, againſt any 
meſſenger of your afflicting and correcting Father. Since your 
Ladyſnip cannot but ſee that the mark at which Chriſt hath aimed, 
theſe twenty-four years and above, 1s, to have the company and fel- 


lowſhip of ſuch a ſinful creature, in heaven with him, for all eter- 


nity; and becauſe he will not (ſuch is the power of his love) enjoy 
his Father's glory, and that crown due to him by eternal generati- 


on, without you by name, John xvil. 24. Job x. 16. John xiv, 3. 


Therefore, Madam, believe no evil of Chriſt : liſten to no hard re- 
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ports that his rods make of him to you: he hath loved you, 
und wathed you from your ſins; and what wonld ye have more ? 
Is that too little, except he adjourn all croſſes, till ye be where ye 
(hall be out of all capacity to igh, or to be croſſed? 1 hope ye 
can deſire no more, no greater, nor more excellent ſuit, than 
Chriſt and the fellowſhip of the Lamb tor evermore ; and if that 
delire be anſwered in heaven (as I am ſure it is, and ye cannot de- 
ny but it is made fare to yo1) the want of theſe poor accidents, of 


a living husband, of many children, of an healthful body, of a life 


of caſe in the world, without one knot in the ruſh, are nobly made 
up, and may be comfortably borne, Grace, grace be with your 
Lady lüp. 


Lindon, Oct. 16. Your Ladyſhip's at all obedience 
| 1045. | in Chriſt, S. R 


= COND CLUDED AD IND CONE Ho : 
45. To a Chriſtian friend, upon the death of his 
wife. | 
Worthy friend, 
Deſire to ſuffer with you, in the Joſs of a loving and good wife, 
now gone before (according to the method and order of him, 
of whole underſtanding there is no ſearching out) whither ye are 


to follow, He that made yeſterday to go before this day, and the 


former generation, in birth and life, to have been before this preſent 
generation, and hath made ſome flowers to grow, and die, and wi- 
thcr in the month of May, and others in June, cannot be challenged 
11: the order he hath made of things without ſouls : and ſome or- 
3: he muſt keep alſo here, that one might bury another; there- 
{ore, I hope, ye ſhall be dumb and filent, becauſe the Lord hath 
Jongit: what creatures, or under cauſes do in ſinful miſtakes, are 
ordered in wiſdom by your Father, at whole feet your own ſou] 
and your heaven lieth, and fo the days of your wife. If the place 
the hath left were any other than a priſon of ſin, and the home ſhe 
15 gone to any other than where her Head and Saviour is King of 
the land, your grief had been more rational; but] truſt, your 


faith of the reſurrection of the dead in Ch:iſt to glory and immor- 


tality, will lead you to ſuſpend your longing for her, till the morning 
and dawning of that day, when the archangel thall deſcend with a 
ſour, to gather all his priſoners out of the grave up to bimſclf. 
To believe this is bett for you, and to be ſilent becauſe he hath 
done it, is your wiidom, It is much to come out of the Lord's 


_ tchoo! of trial witer and more experienced in the ways of God: and 
it is our happineſs when Chriſt openeth a vein, he takeih nothing 


but ill blood from his ſick ones. Chriſt hath ſkill to do, and (if our 
corruption mar not) the art of mercy in correcting. We cannot 


of ourſelves take away the tin, the lead, and the ſcum that remain- 
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; andif Chriſt be not Maſter - of- work, and if the furnace 
0 iis alone, he not ſtanding nigh the melting of his own veſſel, 
labour were loſt, and the founder ſhould melt in vain : God 
know eth, ſome of us have loſt much fire, ſweating and pains to 
our Lord Jc{us; and che veſſel is almoſt marred, the furnace and 
rod of God ſpilt, and*day-light burnt, and the reprobate metal not 
taken away, ſo as ſome are to anſwer to the Majeſty of God for the 
abuſe of many good croſſes, and rich afflictions loſt without the quiet 
fruit of righteouſneſs; and it is a {ad thing, when the rod is curſed, 
that never fruit ſhall grow on it: and, except Chriſt's dew fall 
down, and his ſummer ſun ſhine, and his grace follow afflictions, 
to cauſe them bring forth fruit to God, they are fo fruitleſs to us, 
that our evil ground )rank and fat enough for briars) caſteth up a 
crop of noĩſome weeds. The rs (as the prophet faith, Ezek. vii. 


10, 11.) %% meth, pride buddeth forth, violence riſeth up into a rod 


of wickedneſs ; ; and all this hath been my caſe under many rods ſince 
I ſaw you. Grace be with you. 
London, | Yours in his fweet Lord 
1645. | | „ Fefus,- 8. R. 
46. Toa Chriſtian brother, 


Reverend and beloved in the Lord, 

T may be I have been too long ſilent, but T hope ye will not im- 

pute it to forgetfulneſs of you, As I have heard of the death 
of your daughter, with heavineſs of mind on your behalf; ſo am! 
much comforted, that ſhe hath evidenced to yourſelf and other 
witnelles the hope of the reſurrection of the dead. As ſown corn 
is not loft, (for there is more hope of that which is ſown than that 


Which is eaten, 1 Cor. xv. 42.) ſo alſo is it in the reſurrection of 


the dead; the body is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in incorrupti- 
on ; it is ſown in diſbonour, it it raiſed in glory. I hope ye wait for 
the crop and harveſt, 1 Thell. iv. 14. For if we believe that Jeſus 


died and riſe again, even fo alſo them which jleep in Feſus will Gd 


bring with him, Then they are not loſt, who are gathered into 
that congregation of the firſt born, and the general aſſembly of the 
ſaints. Though we cannot ont run nor overtake them that are 
gone before, yet we ſhall quickly follow them; and the difference 
is, that ſhe hath the advantage of fome mouth or years of the 
crown, before you and her mother: and we do not take it ill, if 
our children out-run in the life of grace; why then are we fad, if 
they out-ſtrip us in the attainment of the life of glory? It would 
ſeem, that there is more reaſon to grieve that children live behind 
us, than that they are glorified and die before: all the difference is 

in tome poor hungry accidents of time, leſs or more, ſooner or later: 


ſo the * gocly child, though young, died an hundred ycars old; and 
pe 
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ye could not now have beſtowed her better, though the choice was 
Opriſt's, not yours. And I am ſure, Sir, ye cannot now ſay, fe 


is married againſt the will of her parents; ſhe might more readily, 


if alive, fall in the hands of a worſe husband: but can ye think, 
that ſhe could have fallen in the hands of one better? And if Chriſt 


marry with your houſe, it is your honour, not any cauſe of grief, 


that Jeſus ſhould portion any of yours, cre ſhe enjoy your portion ; 
13 it not great love? The patrimony is more than any other could 
give: as good a husband is impoſlible ; to ſay a better, is blaſphe- 
my. The King and Prince of ages can keep them better than ye 
can do. While ſhe was alive, ye could intruſt her to Chriſt, and 
recommend her to his keeping : now, by an after-faith, ye have 
reſigned her unto him, in whole boſom do ſleep all that are dead 
in the Lord; ye would have lent her to glorify the Lord upon 
earth, and he hath borrowed her (with promiſe to reſtore her a- 


gain, 1 Cor. xv. 53. 1 Theſſ. iv. 15, 16.) to be an organ of the 


immediate gloritying of himſelf in heaven, Sinleſs glorifying of 
God is better than ſinful glorifying of him. And ſure your prayers 
concerning her are fulfilled. I {hall deſire, if the Lord ſhali be 


pleaſed the ſame way to diſpoſe of her mother, that ye have the 


ſame mind. Chriſt cannot multiply injuries upon yo ; if the 
fountain be the love of God, (as I hope it is) ye are enriched with 


loſſes. Ye know all I can ſay better, before I was in Chriſt, than! 


can expreſs it. Grace be with you. 


London, Jan. 6. Yeurs in Chrift 
1546. Jeſus, S. R. 
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47. Toa Chriſtian Gentlewaman, 


Miftreſs, . 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. If death, which is before 
AI you and us all, were any other thing but a friendly diſſolu- 
tion, and a change, not a deſtruction of life, it would ſeem a hard 
voyage, to go through ſuch a fad and dark trance, fo thorny a val- 
ley, as is the wages of ſin: but Iam confident, the way ye know, 
though your foot never trode in that black ſhadow; the loſs of 
life is gain to you: if Chriſt Jeſvs be the Period, the End and 
Lodging- home, at the end of your journey, there is no fear, ye go 
to a Friend; and fince y2 have had a communion with him in this 
life, and he hath a pawn or pledge of yours, even the largeſt ſhare 
of your love and heart, ye may look death in the face with joy. It 
the heart be in heaven, the remnant of you cannot be kept the pri- 
ſoner of the ſecond death: but though he be the {ame Chriſt in 


the other life ye found him to be here, yet he is fo far in his excel- 


lency, beauty, ſweetneſs, irradiations and beams of majeſty, above 
| | 3 18 mit. 
what he appeared here, when he is ſcen as he is, that ye ſhall mii 
| 3 ken 
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ken vi, and he ſhall 05 a new Chriſt; and his kiſſes, breath- 
ings, embracements, the perfume, the ointmeat of his name pour- 


ed out on you, ſhall appear to have more of God, and a ſtronger 


ſmell of heaven, of eternity, of a God- head, of majeſty and glory 
there than here: as water at the fountain, apples in the orchard 


aud beſide the tree, have more of their native ſweetneſs, taſte and 


beauty, than when tranſported to us ſome hundred miles. I mean 
not that Chriſt can loſe any of his ſweetneſs in the carrying, or that 
he in his God head and lovelineſs of preſence can be changed to 
the worſe, betwixt the little ſpot of the earth ye are in, and the 
right-hand of the Father, far above all heavens; but the change 
will be in you, when ye ſhall have new ſenſes, and the ſoul ſhall be 
a more deep and more capacious veſſel, to take in more of Chriſt ; 
and when means, the chariot, the goſpel, that he is now carried 
in, and ordinances that convey him, ſhall be removed. Sure ye 


cannot now be ſaid to ſee him face to face, or to drink of the wine 


of the higheſt Fountain, or to take in ſeas and tides of freſh love 
immediately, without veſſels, midſes or meſſengers. at the Fountain 
itſelf, as ye ſhall do a few days hence, when ye {hall be ſo near as 
to be with Chriſt, Luke xxiu, 43. John xvii. 24. Phil. i. 23. 


1 Theſſ. iv. 17. Ye would (no doubt) beſtow a day's journey, 


yea, many days journey on earth, to go up to heaven, and fetch 
down any thing of Chriſt; how much more may ye be willing to 
make a journey to go in perſon to heaven, (it is not loſt time, but 
gained eternity) to enjoy the full God-head ; and then in ſuch a 


manner, as he is not there in his week-days apparel, as he is here 


with us, in a drop or the tenth part of a night's dewing of grace 
and ſweetneſs; but he is there in his marriage- robe of glory, rich- 
er, more coltly, more precious, in one hem or button of that gar- 
ment of Fountain majeſty than a million of worlds, Oh the well 


is deep! ye ſhall then think that preachers, and ſinful ambaſfadors 


on earth, did but ſpill and mar his praiſes, when they ſpoke of him 
and preached his beauty. Alas! we bat make Chriſt black, and 
leſs lovely, in making ſuch inſignificant, and dry, and cold, and low 
expreſſions of his higheſt and tranſcendent tuper-exceliency, to tha 
diughters of Jeruſalem. Sure, I have often, for my owa part, 
ſinned in this thing: no doubt, angels do not fulfil their talk ac- 
co: ding to their obligation, in that Chriſt kept their feet from falling; 


With the loſt devils; though 1 know, they are not behind in going 


to the utmoſt of created power: dut there is ſa in Our praiſing, 
and tin in the quantity, beſides other ſins. But I muſt leave this: 
it is too deep tor me, Go and ſee, and we deſire to go with you; 
but we are not maſters of our own diet. If in that laſt journey ye 
tread on a ſerpent in the way, and thereby wound your heel, as Je- 


ius Chritt did before you, the print of the wound (hail uot be known 


at the rcturiection of the juſt, Death is but an awieme ſtep over 
| 5 ume 
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time and fin to ſweet Jeſus Chriſt, who knew and felt the worſt 


of death ; fot death's teeth hurt him: we know death hath ng 
teeth now, no jaws, for they are broken; it is a free priſon, citi. 
_ Zens pay nothing for the grave; the goaler, who had the power of 
death, is deſtroyed : praiſe and glory be to the Firſt-begotten of 
the dead. The worſt poſſibly that may be, is, that ye leave be- 
hind your children, husband, and the church of God in miſeries; 
Hut ye cannot get them to heaven with you for the preſent ; yet 
ſhall not miſs them, and Chriſt cannot miſcount one of the pooreſt 
of his lambs: no lad, no girl, no poor one ſhall be be amiſſing, ere 
ye ſee them again in the day that the Son ſhall render up the king- 
dom to his Father. The evening and the ſhadow of every poor 
hireling is coming; the church of Chriſt's ſun in this life is declin- 
ing low: not a ſoul of the militant company will be here within 
few generations; our Husband will fend for them all. It is a rich 
mercy, we are not married to time, longer than the courſe be 
_ finiſhed. Ye may rejoice, that ye got not to heaven, till ye knew 
that Jeſus is there before you, that when ye come thither, at your 
firſt entry, ye may find the ſmell of his ornaments, his myrrh, aloes, 


and caſſia. And this firſt ſalutation of his will make you find, it 


is no uncomfortable thing to die. Go and enjoy your gain; live 


on Chriſt's love while ye are here, and all the way. As for the 


church ye leave behind you, the governmerit is upon Chriſt's 
houlders, and he will plead for the blood of his faints ; the buſh 
hath been burning above five thouſand years, and we never yet ſaw 
the aſhes of this fire: yet a little while, and the viſion ſhall not 
tarry ; it ſhall ſpeak and not lie. Iam more afraid of my duty, 
than of the Head Chriſt's government: he cannot fail to bring 


judgment to victory. O that we could wait for our hidden life! 


{> that Chriſt would remove the covering, draw aſide the curtain 
Ot time, and rend the heavens and come down! O that ſhadows 
and night were gone, that the day would break, and he that feedeth 
among the lilies would cfy to his heavenly trumpeters, Make rea- 
dy, let us go down and fold together the four corners of the world, 
and marry the bride ! His grace be with you. Now, if Þ have 
found favour with you, and if ye judge me faithful, my laſt {uit to 
zou is, that ye would leave me a legacy, and that is, that my name 
may be at the very laſt in your prayers; as I defire allo, it may be 


in the prayers of thoſe of your Chriſtian acquaintance with whom 


ye have been intimate, | | 
Londn, Jan. g. Yeur brother in his own Lord 
1 646. | Teſus, 8. R. 


48, To 


To 
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48. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 

= Madam, 

(7,55, mercy and peace be be to you, Its the leaſt of 
1 


princely and royal bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, to pay a king 
debts, and not to have his ſervants at a loſs. His gold is better 


than yours, and his hundred- fold is the income and rent of Heaven 


and far above your revenues: ye are not the firſt who have caſten 
up your accounts that way. Better have Chriſt your Factor than 
any other; for he tradeth to the advantage of his poor ſervants. 
But if che hundred- fold in this life be ſo well told, as Chriſt can- 
not pay you wich miſcounting or deferred hope; O what mut! 
the rent of that land be, which rendereth every day, and every hour 
of the years of long eternity, the whole rent of a year, yea, of mor: 
than thouſand thouſands of ages, even the weighty income of a 
rich kingdom, not every ſummer once, but every moment | Thar 
ſum of glory will take you and all the angels tellipg. To be a 
tenant to ſuch a Landlord, where every berry and grape of th- 
large field beareth no worſe fruit than glory, fulneſs of joy, and 
pleaſures that endure for evermore; I leave it to yourſelf to thin! 
what a ſummer, what a ſoil, what a garden muſt be there; and 
what mult be the commodities of that higheſt land, where ſun and 
moon arc under the feet of the inhabitants. Surely the land can- 
not be bought with gold, blood, baniſhment, loſs of father and mo- 
ther, .uiband, wife, children. We but dwell here, becauſe we 
can do no better; it is need, not virtue, to be ſojourners in a pri- 
ſon ; to weep, and ſigh, and, alas! to fin ſixty or ſeventy years in 
a land of tears; the fruits that grow here are all ſeaſoned and 
ſalted with fin. O how ſweet is it, that the company of the Fir(t- 
born ſhould be divided in two great bodies of an army, and ſome 
in their country, and ſome in the way to their country! If it were 
no more but to ſee once the face of the Prince of this good land, 
and to be feaſted for eternity with the fatneſs, ſweetneſs, dainties of 
the rays and beams of matchleſs glory, and incomparable fountain- 
love, it were a well-ſpent journey to creep hands and feet, through 
ſeven deaths and ſeven hells, to enjoy him up at the well-head. On- 
ly let us not weary, the miles to that land are fewer and ſhorter 
than when we firſt believed ; ſtrangers are not wiſe to quarrel with 
their hoſt, and complain of their lodging; it is a foul way, but a 
fair home. O that I had but ſuch grapes and cluſters out of the 
land as I have ſometime ſeen and taſted in the place whereof your 
Ladyſhip maketh mention! but the hope of it in the end is an 
heartſome convoy in the way. If I fee little more of the gold till 


the race be ended, I dare not quarrel; it is the Lord: 1 hope his 
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chariot ſhall go through theſe three kingdoms, after our ſuffering 
ſhall be accompliſhed. Grace be with you. 
London, Jan. 26. Your Ladyſhip' s in Teſus 
1646. . Chriſt, S. R. 


So ö 


49. To Mr. J. G. 


Reverend and dear brother, 
Shall with my foul deſire the peace of theſe kingdoms, and! 
do believe it ſhall at laſt come, as a river and as the mighty 
waves of the ſea; but O that we were ripe and in readineſs to re- 


 ccive it! The preſerving of two or three or four or five berries, in 


the outmoſt boughs of the olive-tree, after the vintage, is like to 
be a great matter ere all be done; yet I know a cluſter in boti, 
kingdoms ſhall be faved, for a bleſſing is in it: but it is not (I fear) 
ſo near to the dawning of the day of ſalvation, but that clouds muſt 
ſend down more ſhowers of blood to water the vineyard of the 
Lord, and to cauſe it to bloſſom. Scotland's ſcum is not yet re- 


moved; nor is England's droſs and tin taken away; nor the filth 


of our blood purged by the ſpirit of judgment, and the fpirit of 
burning: but I am too much on this fad fubje&t. As for myſelf, 
do efteem nothing out of heaven, and next to a communion with 
Jeſus Chrift, more than to be in the hearts and prayers of the ſaints; 
I know he feedeth there amongſt the lilies, till the day break: but 
Jam at alowebb, as to any ſenſible communion with Chrilt ; yea, 
as low as any ſoul can be, and do icarce know where I am; and 


do now make it a queſtion, if any can go to him, who dwelleth in 
light inacceſſible, through nothing but darknefs? Sure, all that 


come to heaven, have a ſtock in Chrift ; but I know not where 


mine is. It cannot be enough for me to believe the ſalvation of o- 


thers, and to know Chriſt to be the honey-comb, the roſe of Sha- 
ron, the paradiſe and Eden of the ſaints and firſt born written in 


heaven, and not to ſee after tke borders of that good land. But 


what ſhall I ſay ? either this is the Lord making grace a new crea- 
tion, where there is pure nothing and ſinful nothing to work upon, 

or I am gone. I ſhould count my foul engaged to yourſelf, and 
Others there with you, if ye would but carry to Chriſt for me a 


letter of ey phers and nonfenſe ; (for I know not how to make lan- 


puape of my condition) only ſhewing that I have need of his love: 
tor 1 know many fair and wafhen ones ſtand now in white before 
the throne, who were once as black as I am. If Chriſt paſs bis 


word to wallt a ſinner it is lefs to him than a word to make fair 


angels of black devils; only let the art of free grace be cngaged. 
I have not a cautioner 10 give ſurety, nor doth a Mediator, ſuch as 
he is in all perfection, need a Mediator: but what 1 need, he 


 kncveth; only, it is his depth of wildom, to let ſome pas millions 


— 
— 
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of miles over ſcore in debt, that they may ſtand between the win - 
ning and the loſing, in need of more than ordinary free grace. 
Chriſt hath been multiplying grace by mercy above theſe five thon- 
ſand years; and the latter-born heirs have ſo much greater gui: 
neſs, that Chriſt hath paſſed more experiments and multiplied ei 
of heart-love on others, by miſbelieving, after it is paſt all queſtion, 
many hundred of ages, that Chriſt is the undeniable and now 
controverted Treaſurer of multiplied redemptions; ſo now he 
{xying, The more of the diſeaſe there is, the more of the Phyſician - 
art, of grace and tenderneſs, there muſt be: only I know, no ſi 
ner can put infinite grace to it, fo as the Mediator ſhall have dii- 
ficulty, or much ado, to fave this or that man; millions of he 
of ſinners cannot come near to exhauſt infinite grace. I pray you: 
(remembering my love to your wife, and friends there) let me fi: 
that 1 have ſollicitors there amonpſt your acquaintance ; and for- 
et not Scotland. | en 
London, Fan. 30. Yeur brother in Feſus 
bY 1646. | Chriſt, S. R 
6 DEI IO 
50. Tomy Lady KENM URE. 


Madam, | 1 | 
T T is too like, the Lord's controverſy with theſe two nations 
but yet beginning, and that we are ripened and white for th 


Lord's fickle. For the particular condition your Ladyſhip is in, 
another might ſpeak (if they would ſay all) of more ſad things. 


there were not a fountain of free grace to water dry ground, 29 
an uncreated wind to breathe on withered and dry bones, we wa 
gone. The wheels of Chriſt's chariot to pluck us out of the womh 
of many deaths, are winged like eagles. All I have, is, to dee 
to believe, that Chriſt will ſhew all good will to fave: and as :©7 
your Ladyſhip, I know that the Lord Jeſus carrieth on no deſig! 
againſt you, but ſeeketh to ſave and redeem you; he lieth not in 
wait for your falls, except it be to take you up. His way of 
deeming is raviſhing and taking; there are more miracles of glo- 

fied ſinners in heaven, than can be on earth. Nothing of yo. 
Madam, nay, not your leaf, can wither, Verily, it is a king's lite 
follow the Lamb; but ye when ſee him in his own country at hom 
ye will think ye never ſaw him before: He ſball be admired f 
them that believe, 2 Theſſ. i. 12. Ye may judge how far all your 
now fad days and toſſings, changes, loſſes, wants, conflicts, (hai! 
then be below you. Ye look to the croſs, now it is above you: 
head, and ſcems to threaten death, as having a dominion ; but i: 
Mall then be ſo far below your thoughts, or your thoughts ſo far a- 
bove it, that ye ſhall have no lciture to lend one thought to o 


dated croſſes, in youth, in age, in this country or in that, fron 


| E r hi. 
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this inſtrument or from another; except it be to the height 
of your conſolation, being now got above and beyond all th. 
Old age, and waxing old as a garment, is written on the faireſt 
of the creation, Pla]. cii. 26, 27. Death from Adam to the ſeco 
Adam's appearance, playeth the king, and reigneth over all; 
prime heir died, his chijdren, which the Lord hath given, fo!“ 


him. And we may ſpeak freely of the life which is here; 
it heaven, there were not much gain in godlineſs : but there is a reſt 


for the people of God. Chriſt-man poſſeſſeth it now one thouſand 
ſix hundred years before many of his members; but it weareth not 
cut. Grace be with you. | 
London, Feb. 16. Your Ladyſhip's in Chriſt 
e | | = Jes; 8. N. 


51. Tothe Lady ARDROSS. 


Madam, | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: it hath ſeemed good (as ! 


A bear) to him who hath appointed a bounds for the number of 
our months, to gather in a ſheaf of ripe corn (in the death of your 


Chriſtian mother) into his garner : it is the more evident, that 
winter is near, when apples, without violence of wind, do of their 
ewn accord fall off the tree. She is now above the winter, with a 
little change of place, not of a Saviour; only ſhe enjoyeth him 


now without meſſages, and in his own immediate preſence, from 
whom ſhe heard by letters and meſſengers before. I grant, death 


is to her a very new thing, but heaven was prepared of old; and 
Chriſt enjoyed in his higheſt throne, and as loaded with glory, and 
incomparably exalted above men and angels, having ſuch a hea- 
venly circle of glorified harpers and muſicians above, compaſſiug 
the throne with a ſong, is to her a new thing; but ſo new, as the 
firſt ſummer-roſe, or the firſt-fruits of that heavenly field; or as a 
new paradiſe to a traveller, broken and worn out of breath with 
the ſad occurrences of a long and driery way. Ye eaſily judge, 


Madam, what a large recompenſe is made to all her ſervice, her 
walking with God, and her forrows, with the firſt caſt of the ſoul's 


eye upon the ſhining and admirably beautiful face of the Larub, that 
is ip the midit of that fair and white army that is there, aud with 
the firſt draught and taſte of the fountain of life, freſh and new at 
the well-head : to ſay nothing of the enjoying of that Face, with- 
cut date, for more than this term of life which we now enjoy. 


And it coſt her no more to go thither, but to ſuffer death io do her 


nie piece of ſervice : for by him, who was dead, and is alive, ſhe 


we Cefivered from the ſecond death ; what then is the firſt death 
© the ſecond? Not a ſeratch of the hide of a finger, to the endleſs 


ad death. And now ſhe ſitteth for eternity meal free, in a 


vey 


= oy. . C2, ew” ent i. one en I 


throne; truth is but one, and hath no numbers, 


ſeo ſick of a high fever, that they miſcall one another; Chi, iſt 
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5 re conſiderable land, which hath more than four ſummers is: +1; 
ar. O what ſpring. time is there ! even the ſmelling of the .- 
urs of that great and eternally blooming Roſe of Sharon tor = 
and ever? What a ſinging life is there? there is not a dun 
nd in all that large field, but all ſing and breathe ont heaven, 
Nory, dominion, to the high Prince of that new- found land; id 
ily the land is the {weeter, that Jeſus Chriſt paid ſo dear a rent 
or it, and he is the glory of the land: all which, I hope, doth not 
{y much mitigate and allay your grief for her part (as truly thi- 
ſhould ſeem ſufficient) as the unerring expectation of the dawnins 
of that day upon yourſelf, and the hope ye have of tb 
fruition of that ſame King and kingdom to your own foul. Cer. 
tainly the hope of it, when things look fo dark like on both kin. 
doms, muſt be an excecding great quickening to languiſhing 
rits, who are tar from home while we are here. What mii: 
have both a bad way all the day, and no hope of lodging act 1 n 
but he hath taken up your lodging for you. I can ſay nv tore 
now; but I pray, that the very God of peace may eſtabliſt: | VOUr 
heart to the end. 1 reſt, 
London, Feb. 24. Madam, Your Ladyſhip's at all reſp/07; 7 
1646. obedience in the Lord, % 


o ο DDD > > 
; To M. O. 
* 
| Can write nothin g for the preſent concerning theſe times / hat- 


ever others may think) but that which ſpeaketh wrath a 4; judg- 
ment to theſe kingdoms, If ever ye, or any of that land, reccoved 


the goſpel in the truth, (as I am confident ye and they did) there 


is here a great departure from that faith, and our ſufferings are 104 
yet at an end: however, I dare teſtify and die for it, that g 
Chriſt was revealed in the power of his excellency and glory te the 


ſalnts there, and in Scotland, of which I was a witneſs: 1 pray 


God none deceive you, or take the crown from you. Hel} or the 
gates of hell cannot ravel, mar or undo what Chriſt hath once d 
amongſt you: it may be, that I am incapable of new light, and can- 


Bot receive that ſpirit whereof ſome vainly boaſt ; but that which 


was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we vive 
ſeen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and ou: 7. hands | 
have handled, even the word of life, John i. 2, 3. hath been de- 
clared to you. Thouſands of thouſands, walking in that l ght and 
that good old way, have gone to heaven, and are now buto;c the 
Chriſt and Aut! 
chriſt are both now in the camp, and are come to open blow: 
Chriſt's poor ſhip ſaileth in the ſea of blood, the paſſeng : oi 
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} ope) ſhall bring the broken bark to land: I had rather ſwim for 
Vite and death on an old plank, or a broken board, to land with 
{hriff, than enjoy the rotten peace we have hitherto had. It is 
likethe Len d will take a ſevere courſe with us, to cauſe the children 
of the femily agree together. I conceive that Chriſt hath a great 
cofion of tree grace to theſe lands; but his wheels muſt move over 
1on8gtair3 and rocks. He never yet wooed a bride on earth, but 
in blood, in fire, and in the wilderneſs. A croſs of our own chu. 
17, honcyed and ſugared with conſolations, we cannot have: [ 
ink not nuch of acroſs, when all the children of the houſe weep 
+1. th me and or me; and to ſuffer when we enjoy the communi- 
<44 Of ſaints, is not much; but it is hard when faints rejoice in the 
j» Toripn of faints, and redeeming ones hurt, yea, even go nigh to 
hate redzemed ones. I confeſs, I imagined, there had no more 
en ſuch an affliction on earth, or in the world, than that one e- 
j- oh mge! ſhonid fight againſt another ; but, for contempt of the 
944915900 of ſaints, we have need of new-born croſſes, ſcarce ever 
j.card of before; the ſaints are not Chriſt, there is no misjudging 


bim, there is much in us; and a doubt it is, if we ſhall have 


fly one heart, till we ſhall enjoy one heaven: our ſtar light hideth 
us from On r{zives, and hideth us one from another, and Chriſt from 
us all; hut ha will not be hidden from us. I ſhall wiſh that all 
the ſous yy our Father in that land be of one mind, and that they 
be not {h KCL nor moved from the truth once received, Chriſt was 
in that golpe!, and Chriſt is the fame now that he was in the pre- 
lates time: chat goſpcl cannot fink, it will make you free, and bear 
vou out Chriſt; the ſubject of it, is the choſen of God, and com- 
eth from Bozrah with garments dyed in blood. Ireland and 


Scotland both muſt be his field, in which he ſhall feed and gather 


n ſuppoſe (which yet it is impoſſible) that ſome had an eternity 
Chriſt in Ireland, and a ſweet ſummer of rhe goſpel, and a feaſt 
x fat things for evermore in Ireland, and one ſhould ne- 
ever come to heaven, it ſhould be a deſireable life; the King's 
1 Chriſt's perfume, his apples of love, his ointments, even 
zen in this lower houſe of clay, are a choice heaven : O what 
nen is the King in his own land, where there is ſuch a throne, ſo 
many king's palaces, ten thouſand thouſands of crowns of glory, 
that want heads yet to fill them! O ſo much leiſure as ſhall be 
there to ſing! O ſuch a tree as groweth there in the midlt of that 


paradiſe, where the inhabitants ſing cternally under its branches 


Vo look in at a window and fee the branches burdened with the 
-pples of life, to be the laſt man that ſhall come in thither, were too 
nuch for me. I pray you remember me to the Chriſtians there, 


and remember our private covenant. Grace be with you. 


London, April 17. Tour JOE? in the Lord 
1046, | | Feſus, S. R. 
. 53. To 
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53. To EARLSTOUN Elder. 
Str, = 

Know ye have learned long ago, ere I knew any thing of Chriſt, 
1 that if we had the croſs at our own election, we would either 
have law-furety for freedom from it, or then we would have it 
honeyed and ſugared with comforts, ſo as the ſweet ſhould over- 
maſter the gall and worm: wood. Chriſt knoweth how to breed 
the ſons of his houſe, and ye will give him leave to take his own 
way of diſpenſation with you ; and though it be rouph, forgive 
him ; he defieth you to have as much patience to him, as he hath 
borne to you. Iam ſure there cannot a drachm-weight of gall be 
leſs in your cup: and ye would not deſire he ſhould afffict you, 
and hurt your foul. When his people cannot have a providen ce 
of ſilk and roſes, they muſt be content with ſuch an one as he car- 
veth out for them: ye would not go to heaven but with compa- 
ny; and ye may pcrceive that the way af thoſe who weat before 
you was through blood, ſufferings, and many afflictions; nay, 
Chriſt, the Captain, went in over the door-threſhold of paradile, 


bleeding to death. I do not think but ye have learned to ſtoop, 


though ye (as others) be naturally (tiff; and that ye have found 
that the apples and ſweet fruits, which grow on that crabbed tree 
of the croſs, are as ſweet as it is ſour to bear it; efpecially confider- 
ing, that Chriſt hath borne the whole complete crols, and his ſaints 
bear but bits and chips; as the apoſtle ſaith, The remuants or 
kavings of the croſs. I judge you ten thouſand times happy, that 
ever ye was prace's debtor; for certainly Chriſt hach engaged you 
over head and ears to free grace ; and take the debt with you to 
cternity, Immanuel's higheſt land, where ye find before you a houſe 
full of Chriſt's everlafting debtors, the leſs ſhame to you: yea, 
and this lower kingdom of grace is but Chrilt's hoſpital and gueſt- 
houſe of fick folks, whom the brave and noble Phyſician Chriſt 
hath cured, upon a venture of life and death ; and if ye be near 
the water-ſjde (as I know ye are) all that J can ſay is this, Sir, that 
I teel by the ſmell of that land which is before you, that it is a 
goodly country, and it is well paid for to your hand; and he is be- 
fore you, who will heartily welcome you. O to ſuck thoſe breaſts 
of full conſolation above, and to drink Chriſt's new wine up in his 
Father's houſe, is ſome greater matter than is believed! Since it was 
brewed from eternity for the Head of the houſe, and fo many thou- 
ſand crowned Kings; rubs in the way, where the lodging is ſo 
good, are not much. Ke that brought again from the dead the 
great Shepherd of the theey, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
citabliſh you to the end. 
Linton, May 1 F. 


eur friend and ſervant 
1015. 


in Felus Chriſt, S. R. 
| 3 


* 
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54. To his reverend and worthy brother, Mr. GEORGE 
GILEESPTE. | 


Reverend and dear brither, 5 
Cannot ſpeak to you. The way ye know, the paſſage is free 

and not ſtopped, the print of the footſteps of the Forerunner is 
clear and manifeſt, many have gone before you: ye will not ſlecp 
ing in the duſt before the day break; it is a far ſhorter piece of 
the hinder-end of the night to you, than to Abraham and Moſes ; 
Heſide all the time of their bodies reſting under corruption, it is as 
long yet to their day as to your morning-light of awaking to glo- 
cy ; though their ſpirits, having the advantage of yours, have had 
2049 the fore-ſtart of the ſhore before you. I dare ſay nothing a- 
zainſt his diſpenſation; J hope to follow quickly: the heirs, that 
arc aot there before you, are poſting with haſte after you, and none 
Gall take your lodging over your head. Be not heavy: the life 
©; faith is now called for; doing was never reckoned in your ac- 
counts, (though Chriſt in and by you hath done more, than by 
twenty, yea, an hundred gray-haired and godly paſtors) believing 
now is your laſt: look to that word, Gal. ii. 20. Nevertheleſs J 
tn, yet not I, but Chriſt lroeth in me. Ye know the I that liveth, 
and the I that liveth not; it is not ſingle ye that liveth, Chriſt by 
au liveth in the broken debtor; it is not a life by doing or holy 
Walking, but the living of Chriſt in you. If ye look to yourſelf as 
divided from Chriſt, ye muſt be more than heavy: all your wants 
{dear brother) be upon him: ye are his debitor, grace muſt ſum 
and ſubfcribe your accounts as paid: ſtand not upon items, and 
mall or little ſanctification; ye know, inherent holineſs muſt ſtand 
hy, when imputed is all. I fear the clay-houle is a taking down 
zd undermining; but it is nigh the dawning, look to the caſt, 
he dawning of the glory is near: your Guide is good company, 
ard knoweth all the miles, and the ups and downs in the way; the 
maurer the morning, the darker. Some traveller ſeeth the city 
{wenty miles off, and at a diftance: and yet within the eighth part 
©! a mile he cannot fee it. It is all keeping, that ye would now- 
ave, till ye need it; and if ſenſe and fruicion come both at once, 
it is not your loſs; let Cbriſt tutor you as he thinks good, ye 
cannot be marred nor miſcarry in his hand. Want is an excellent 
gzualification; and no money, no price, to you (who, I know, dare 
ot glory in your own righteouſneſs) is ſitneſs warrantable enough 
!- caſt yourſelf upon him, who juftificth the ungodly, Some ice 
de gold once, and never again till the race's end; it is coming all 
a a ſum together, when ye are in a more gracious Capacity 
{© tell it than now: © Ye are not come to the mount that burneth 
With fare, nor unto blackneſs, darkneſs, and tempeſt ; but ye are 

| 155 come 


Ome 


blood of ſprinkling,” &c. 
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come to mount Zion, unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
]Jcruſalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the Bs, 
ral aſſembly and church of the firit-born, which are written in be 
ven, and to God the Judpeof all, and to the {pirtis ot juſt men m. 

er tect, and to ſeſus, the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
Ye muſt leave the wife to a more Does 
Hujband, and the children to a better Father, If ye leave any 
flimony to the Lord's work and covenant, againſt both malignant 
and ſectaries, (which I ſuppoſe may be needful) let it be undur 
ue hand, and ſubſcribed before faithful witneſſes. = 
. Andrews, Sept. 27. Yeur hobing and 

1648. mr brother, 8. U 


ODOR TAI ee eter eee ac 


55. To Mrs: GILLESPLE. 
Dear fifter, 


Having heard how the Lord hath viſited you, in removing 

child Archibald; I hope ye fee, the letting down of tc 
weight of your confidence and affection upon any created thing 
Whether huſband or child, is a deceiving thing; and that the cre: - 
ture is not able to bear the weight, but finketh down to very no- 
thing under your confidence: and therefore ye are Chriſt's debitor 
tor all providences of this kind, even in that he buildeth an hedge 
of thorns in your way; for 10 ye {ee his gracious intention is 15 
ſeve you (if 1 may lay ſo) whether ye will or not. It is a rich mer- 
cy, that the Lord C hriſt will be Maſter of your delights, and ti; 
his way is 10 fair, for landing of hutband and children dere 
hand in the country e ye are journeying. No matte: 
bow little ye be engaged to the world, fince ye have ſuch exp 
ence of croſs dealing in it; had ye been a child of. the houſe, th. 
warid would bave dealt more war mly with its own: there is let; 3; 
you cnt of heaven, that the child is there, and the huſband is tere, 
but much more that your Head Kinſman and Redeemer doth = (C11 
home, fuch as are in danger fo be loſt: and from this time 
ward, fetch not your comforts from ſuch broken ciſterns : and «! 


wells; if the Lord pull at the reſt, ye muſt not be the creature ib er 


all hold when he draweth. Truly, to me your caſe is more con- 
tor table, than if the fire. ſide were well pleniſhed with ten children: 
the Lord faw ye was able, by his grace, to bear the loſs of husbar, 4 
aud child; and that ye are that weak and tender as not to be a 

to and under the mer cy of a gracious husband living and dba. 
ing in eſteem with authority, and in reputation for godlineſs 20. 
learning: for he knoweth, the weight of theſe mercies would cru! 


you and break you; and as there is no ſearching ont of his ee 


{t:ading, fo he hath {kill to know what providence will make Chill 
deareſt to you; and let not your heart fay, Jt is an ill w aled ii 
ba | I CE | P la «ail 4 
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penſation. Sure Chriſt, who hath ſeven eyes, had before him the 
good of a living husband and children for Margaret Murray, and 


the good of a removed husband and children tranſlated to glory; 
now he hath opened his decree to you, ſay, Chriſt hath made for 
me a wiſe and gracious choice, and I have not one word to ſay on 


the contrary, Let not your heart charge any thing, nor unbelicf 


libel injuries upon Chriſt ; becauſe he will not let you alone, nor 
vive you leave to play the idolatreſs with ſuch as have not that right 
to your love that Chriſt hath. 1 ſhould wiſh, at the reading of 
this that ye may fall down and make a furrender of thoſe that are 
yet alive, to him: and for you, let him have all; and wait for 
himſelt, for he will come and will not tarry : live by faith, and the 
2ace of God guard your heart; he cannot die whoſe ye are. My 
wife ſuffers with you, and remembereth her love to you. 
St. Andrews, Aug. 1059. | Your brother 
in Chriſt, S. R. 
ODCCOODDCCIIVICCIOCCDGOOCCODSOOOT ODDO , 
56. To. the worthy and much honoured, Colonel GILBERT 
KER. 


Much honoured and truly worthy, _ 
Hope I ſhall not need to ſhew you, that ye are in n greater ba- 
T zard from yourſelf and your own ſpirit, which would be watch- 
ed over, (that your actings for God may be clean, ſpiritual, pure- 


ly for God, for the Prince of the kings of the earth) than ye can 


be in danger from your enemies. O how hard is it, to pet the 
intentions ſo cut off from, and raiſed above the creature, as to be 
without mixture of creature and carnal intereſt, and to have the 
the ſoul in heavenly aftings, only eying himſelf, and acting from 
love to God, revealed to us in jeſus Chrift! Ye will find yourſclt, 
your declights, your ſolid glory (far above the air and breathings 
of months, and the thin, ſhort, poor applauſes of men) before you 
in God. All the creatures, all the ſwords, all the hoſts in Britain, 


and in this poor globe of the habitable world, are but under him 


lingle cyphers making no number, the product being nothing, but 
p. ainted men, and painted ſwords in a broad, without influencefrom 
him: and, O what a God is in Gideon's ſword, when it is the 


ſword of the Lord! 1 wiſh a iword from heaven to you, and or- 


ders from heaven to yon to 5 out, aud as much percmptorineſs of 
a heavenly will, as to fay and abide by it, I will not, Lſball not g 
out except thou poefl with mi. I deſire not to be raſh in judging; 

but I am a itrauger to the mind of Chi Iſt, it our adverſaries, who 
have unjuſtly invaded us, be not now in the camp of thoſe that 
make war with the Lamb: but the Lamb fhull overcome them at 


length; for he is the Lord of! Lords, and King of Kings, and they 
WO arc with him axe called, and choſen, and faithful; and though 


** 


ye and 1 ſee but the dark ſide of God's diſpenſations this day to- 
wards Britain, yet the fair, beautiful and deſireable cloſe of it mv {i 
be the confederacy of the nations of the world with Britain's Lord 
of armies. And let me die in the comforts of the faith of this. 
that a throne ſhal] be ſet up for Chriſt in this iſland of Britain 
(which is and ſhall be a garden more fruitful of trees of righteouſ- 
neſs, and payeth and ſhall pay more thouſands to ghe Lord of the 
vineyard, than is paid in thrice the bounds of Great Britain upou 
the earth) and then there can be neither Papiſt, Prelate, Malignant, 
nor Sectary, who dare draw a ſword againſt him that ſitteth u pon 
the throne. Sir, I ſhall wiſh a clean army, fo far as may be, tha! 
the ſhout of a King, who hath many crowns, may be among you; 
and that ye may fight in faith, and prevail with God firſt, Thin 
it your glory, to have a {word to act, and ſuffer, and dis (if it 
pleaſe him) ſo being ye may add any thing to the declarative glory 
of Chriſt, the Plant of renown, Immanuel, God with us: happy 
and thrice bleſſed are they by whoſe actings, or blood, or pain, o. 
loſs, the diadems and rubies of his higheſt and glorious cro:yr: 
(whoſe ye are) gliſter and ſhine in this quarter of the habitabj- 
world: though he need not Gilbert Ker, nor his {word ; vet this 
honour have ye with his redecmed foldiers, to call Chriſt hig“ 
Lord- general, of whom ye hope for pay and all arrears well told. 
Go on, worthy Sir, in the courage of faith, following the Lamb 
make not haſte uabelievingly ; but in hope and ſilence keep tho 
watch tower and look out; he will come in his own time, his ſal- 
vation ſhall not tarry, he ſhall place ſalvation in Britain's Zion ſor 
i{raePs glory. His good-will, who dwelt in the buſh and it barns 
not, be yours, and with you. lam 
St. Andrews, Aug. 10. 1650. Teurs in his feet Lord 
fs Je, 8. R 
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57. Tothe worthy and 2 hincured Colonel GILBERT 

| | 3 TERS hong os 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, | 

\ Hat I wrote to you before, I ſpake not upon any private: 

warrant: I am where I was; Cromwell and his army : 
mall not ſay, but there may be and are ſeveral fober and godly 4- 
mongſt them, who have cither joined through miſinformation, ©; 
have gone alongſt with the reſt in the ſimplicity of their hearts, no: 
knowing any thing) fight in an unjuſt cauſe, againſt the Lord's 
ſecret ones; and now, to the trampling of the worſhip of God, and 
periccuting the pcople of God in England and Ireland, he hath 
broupht upon his ſcore the blood of the people of God in Scotlan,}. 
| intrear you, dear Sir, as ye deſire to be ſerviceable ro Jeſus Chrite, 
whoſe free grace prevented on: When ye were his cnemy, go on 
| | 2 WITS GH. 
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to believe, there is a glory and a majeſty of the Prince of the kings 
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without fainting, equally eſchewing all mixture with Sectaries and 
Malignants; neither of the two ſhall ever be inſtrumental to fave 
the Lord's pcople, or build his houſe: and without propheſying, 
or ſpeaking, further than he, whoſe I am, and whom I deſire to 
ſerve in the goſpel of his Son, ſhall warrant, I defire to hope, aud 
of the earth, that ſhall ſhine and appear in Great Britain, which 
ſhall darken all the glory of men, confound Sectaries and Malig. 
nants, and rejoice the ſpirits of the followers of the Lamb, and 
dazzle the eyes of the beholders. Sir, I ſuppoſe that God is to ga. 
ther Malignants and Sectaries, ere all be done, as ſheaves in a barn- 
floor; and to bid the daughter of Zion ariſe and threſh: I hope ye 
will mis with none of them; I am abundantly ſatisfied, that our 
army, through the ſinful miſcarriage of men, hath fallen; and 
dare fay, it is a better and a more comfortable diſpenſation, than if 
the Lord had given us the victory, and the necks of the reproachers 
of the way of God, becauſe he hath done it: for, 1. More blood, 
blaſphemies, cruelty, treachery, muſt be upon the accounts of the 
men, whole land the Lord forbid us to invade. 2. Victory is ſuch 
a burdening and weighty mercy, that we have not ſtrength to bear 
It as yet. 3. That was not the army, nor Gideon's three hundred, 
by whom he is to fave us: we muſt have one of the Lord's car. 
ving. 4. Our encmies on both fides are not enough hardencd, 
nor we enough mortified to multitude, valour and creatures, 
Grace, grace be with you. | | 


St. Andrews, Sept. 5, War friend and fervent in tis 
1650. | feet Lord Jeſus; S. R 
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58. To the worthy and much honcured Gelmel GILBERT 

| K E K. | 
Much honoured and worthy Sir, | | X 
T is conſiderable, that the Lord may, and often doth call to a 
work, and yet hide himtelf and try the faith of his own: if! 
conceive aright, the Lord hath called you to act againſt that ene- 
my; and the withdrawets of their ſword, in my weak apprehet- 
ſion, add their zea} unto, and take upon them the guilt of that un- 


jaſt invaſion of this land made by Cromwell's army, and of the 


blood of the Lord's people in this kingdom; ſince the ſword, put 
into the hand of his children, is to execute wrath and vengcance 
upon evil doers: the Lord's time of à ppearing ſor his broken land 

is reſerved to the breathings of the Spirit of the Lord, ſuch as 
came upon Gideon and Samſon, and that is an act of princely and 
royal ſovereignty in God. Ye are, Sir, to lay hold on opportunities 
of proviceace, and to wait for him: as for your particular treating 
by yourſelves with the invaders of our land, I have no mind to it. 


and 
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and do look upon their way as a carrying on of the myſtery of ini- 
quity (for Babylon is a feat of many names.) Sir, let this contro. 
verſy ſtand till the ſecond appearance of Jelus Chrift, and our ap- 


peully before the throne undiſcuffed till that day, I hope to ly 


down in the grave, in the faith of the juſtneſs of our cauſe. I 
ſpeak nothing of the maintaining the greatnels of men, not ſubor- 
dinate to the Prince of the kings of the earth. 1 judge that the 
blood of the witneſſes of Jefus is-found upon the tkirts of this ſo- 
ciety, as well as in Babylon's ikirts : I believe the way of the Lord 
is Colonel Gilbert Ker's ſtrength and glory; and] ſhould be con- 
tent to want my part of him, (which is, I confeſs, precious and 
dear in Chrilt) to he be ſpent in the ſervice of him, who will anon 


make inquifition for the blood of the truly godly, which theſe 


men have ſhed, after fair warning that they were the godly of 
Scotland, Worthy Sir, belicve, taint not, fet your ſhoulder un- 
der the glory of Jeſus, that is milpriſed in Scotland, and give a te- 
6imony tor him; he hath many names in Scotland, who ſhall walk 
with him in white. This deſpiſcd covenant ſhall ruin Malignants, 
Scctaries and Atheiſts: yet a little while, and behold he cometh, 
and walketh in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, and his garments 
dycd with blood Oh for the ſad and terrible day of the Lord up- 
on England, their ſhips of Tarthiih, their fenced cities, &c. be- 
cauſe: of a broken covenant! A conference with the enemy, not to 
hinder acting, (O that the Lord would thereby, or fome other way, 
remove the cloud that is over yon) if authority would concur, were 
to be deſired; but it can hardly be expected: however, in the wa 
of duty, and in the iilcnce of faith, go on; if ye periſh, ye are the 
firſt of the creation with whom the Lord hath taken that diſpen- 
lation. I ſhould humbly deſire you, Sir, to look to that, Dying, 
and behold we live; Killed all the day long, and yet mere than con- 
auerors. There ſhall be the heat and warmneſs of life in your 
graves, and buried bones: but look not for the Lord's coming the 
higher way only, for be may come ine lower way. O how little 
of God do we fee, and how myſterious is he! Chriſt known is a- 
mongſt the greateit ſecrets of God. Keep yourſelf in the love of 
God, and in order to that, as far in obedience and ſubjection to the 
king, (whoſe lalvation and true h-ppineſs my foul deſirath) and to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, and to the fundamental 
laws of this kingdom, as your Lord rcquireth. Sir, ye are in the 
hearts and prayers of the Lord's people in this kingdom, and in 
the other two: the Lord hath laid, There is a bletling in the <4. 
iter of grapes, deſtroy it not. Grace, grace be upon the hend of 
min that is feparated from his brethren ; and the good-will of hin 
that dwelt in the bum be with you. 
Perth;. New..23- Mur ſervant in bis fect Lord 
1659. Feſus, S. R. 
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59. To the worthy and much honoured Colonel GI L BERT 
KER. 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, 
3 Know not why the people of God ſhould not take notice of the 
5 -0onds of any who have blood in readineſs to be let out for his 
cau:e and I judge it was not of you, that ye died not in the unde- 
c:ded controverſy which the Lord of the whole earth hath with 
the men whom he hath ſent againſt us. Dear and much honour- 
ed in the Lord, let me intreat you to be far from the thoughts of 
leaving this land: I fee it, and find it, that the Lord hath covered 
ne Whole land with a cloud i in his anger; but though J have been 
tempted to the like, I had rather be in Scotland, beſide angry Je- 


ius Chrift, knowing he mindeth no evil to us, than in any Eden 


or garden in the earth, It we can remain united with the Lord's 
remnant in the Land, helayeth up wrath for all ſorts of adverſaries 
in Britain. T hough 1 never ſec the glory of his giiſtering ſword 
in Britain, I would be ſolaced in the innocent thoughts (far from 
revenge) that the ſaints ſhall dip their feet in the blood of the flain 
-f the Lord. And truly, Sir, I ſuppoſe, ye cannot but come to 
thee thoughts and weak defires before the Hearer of prayers, for 


as little as ye think of and value yourſelf : for me, if I could mind 


von in your bonds, I purpoſe not to ſtand to the account ye give, 
or thoughts ye have of yourſelf; though I know ye are not a 
whit more or leſs before him (who weigheth his own according 
% the weight of imputed righteouſneſs) for my apprehenſions, 
Chꝛriſt cannot miſtake you, men may; and the calculation and e- 
ſteem of free grace maketh you to be what you are. I hope to ſee 
Jou an everlaſtingly obliged debtor to him, whom ye ſhall praiſe, 
but never pay: and truly ye have no riches but that debt; and 1 
know ye love to be engaged to Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt excellent of 
creditors. Much joy and ſweetneſs may ye have in ſtanding writ- 
den in this book: I deſire to do it myſelf, and I would have you 
alls . highly to eſteem the deſign of Chriſt, who hath raiſed the 
ob the glory of ſo much grace above the circle of the heaven 
© 4CAVENS, out of very nothings; and contrived his thoughts of. 
that lumps of plorified clay ſhould ſtand before him, for ail 
abe, the burdens and loaden debitors of free, eternally tree grace. 
dir, ve cannot caſt the count of the rents of your ſo great inheritance 
of o glory: Grace be with you. 
Elin. May 18. Your ſervant in his own 
1051, +. Logd Jeſus, S. R: 
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o. To the much honoured and truly worthy Colnel G ILB ER T 


K E R. 
Hab. ii. verſes 3, 4. 


Much honaured and worthy Sir, 
A 7 Our chains now ſhine as much for Chriſt, the cauſe being his, 
Y as your {word was made famous in acting for that cauſe: and 
bleſſed are ſuch as can willingly tender to Chriſt both action and 
blood, doing and ſuffering, Reſiſting unto blood is little for that 
precious and never-enough exalted Redeemer, who, when ye are a- 
buying, gave blood ſomewhat dearer than ye gave for him, even the 
blood of God, Acts xx. 28. I know a man, who, upon the re- 
ccipt of a letter, that ye were killed, and the people of God deſtroy- 
ed, wiſhed, that he might be quickly under the wall of the higher 
palace, trom under the dint of the ſtorm, and who longed to have 
the weather-beaten and crazy bark fately landed in that harbour 
of eternal quietneſs. What further ſervice Chrift hath for you, I 
know not; it is enough, that in your captivity ye offer your ſer- 


vice to Chriſt : but if I fee any thing, it looks like a merciful] de- 


feat. I ſee the nobles and the ſtate falling off from Chriſt, and the 
night coming upon the prophets, which we would pray to pre- 
vent; becauſe it is a rare thing to ſee a fallen ſtar win ever up a- 
gaia to the fir mament to ſhine : and what if this be the thick dark- 
neſs going before the break of day? Sure, Sir, the ſun ſhall riſe 
upon Scotland; but if I ſhall fee it, or how near it is to that day, 


1 leave that to him, even unto Jehovah, who ereates upon every 


dwelling-place in mount Zion, and upon her aſſemblies a cloud, 
and a ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night. 
But, Sir, the wilderneſs, ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as a roſe: and 
happy he, who hath a bone or au arm, to put the crown upon the 
head of our higheſt King, whole chariot is paved with love. Were 


there ten thouſand millions of heavens created above theſe higheſt 


heavens, and again as many above them, and as many above them, 
ul angels were wearied with counting, it were but too low a feat 
to fix the princely throne of that Lord Jefus (whoſe ye are) above, 
them all: created heavens are too low a ſeat of majeſty for him. 
Since then there is none equal to your Maſter and Prince, who 


kath choſen out for you, amongſt many ſufferings for ſia, that only 


erols, which cometh neareſt in likeneſs to his own croſs, watered 
wich conſolation, take courage, and comfort yourſelf in him, who 
hath choſen you to glory hereafter, and to conformity with him 
here: we fools would have acroſs of our own choofing, and would 
bave our gall and worm-wood ſugared, our fire cold, and our death. 
aud grave warmed with heat of life; but he, who hath brought 

many 
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ch aren to glory, and loft none, is our beſt Tutor, I wil, 
am fick, that he may be keeper and comtorter. I judge it 

: bleſſed f. ill, that we are forfeited heirs, broken and out of credit, 
and that Chriſt is become a Tutor in the place of free- will, and that 
we are no more our own, I am broken and waſted with the Wrath 
at eis on the land, and have been much tempted with a deſign to 
ave a paſs from Chriſt, which if I had, I would not ſtay to be a 
witneſs of our defection, for no man's intreaty; but I know it i; 
un ſoftneſs and weakneſs, who would ever be aſhore, when a fit 
>fi-a-ſickneſs cometh on; though I know, I ſhall come ſoon enough 
50 that deſireable country, and fhall not be diſplaced, none (hall 
8 my lodging. Sir, many eyes are upon you, and the godly are 
dingly refreſhed, that ye liſten not to the ways of many about 
wu, who with fair words make merchandiſe of ſouls. Sir, if the 
way you are in be not the way of Chriſt, then wo to me, for 1 am 
-1-rnally loſt ; but truly, the Lord Chriſt's dealing with Colonel 
Gilbert Ker hath proven to me, that the New Teſtament, and the 
£-venant of grace, is a piece that a ſolemn meeting and aſſembly of 
all created angels, join all their wits together, could not have de- 
dil, d. Since, Sir, ye paid nothing for the change that Chriſt made, 
ye will take that debt of free grace to heaven with you (for 

t was Chriſt Jeſus indebted to you, more than all to your kin- 

Ares and name ?) therefore, ſince ye are made his own, follo no 
other way. What is my ſalvation, though I ſhould lay it in pawn 
(it is but a poor pledge) that this, this only is the way? but 
Carift is ſurety himſelf, that it is the w way; the Fore-runner went 
betore you, and he is ſafely landed, and there is a fair company 
before you of ſuch as have come out of great tribulation, and have 
withed their garments, and made them white in the blood of the 
ub; to whom thele promiſes are now performed, * He chat 
2vcrcomes ſhall eat of the tree of life, that is in the midſt of the 
;-1r2diſe of God: and God {hall wipe away all tears from their cycs; 
nad there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, nei⸗ 
ther ſhall there be any more pain: he that ſitteth on the throne 
{tall dwell among them; they ſhall hunger no more, neither thirft 
ny more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any heat; for 
che Lamb, that is in the midſt of the throne, mall Fo d them, and 
fall take them unto the living fountains of waters.“ I may, Sir, 
poſtidly keep your from better work: the Cod of peace, tlie 
brought again from the dead, the great . exp of the hecp, 

; rough the blood of the eternal cov: 242t, make pon per ket, 

Sd. "Andrews, Fan. 76. Yours in T:fus 

1651. Chriſt, S. R. 
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61. To the much honoured and truly worthy, C:lonel G IL BER I 
REX. 


Much bene and br Sir, 
Have heard of your continued captivity in England as well as 
in this afflicted land; but, go where ye will, ye cannot go 
from under your {hador w, which is broader than many kingdome; : 
ye change lodging and countries; but the ſame Lord is before 
you: if ye were carried away captive to the other fide of the ſun, 
or as far as the riſing of the morning ſtar; it is ſpoken to your 
mother, who hath yet receiv ed uo bill of divorce, which was writ- 
ten to Jadah, Micah iv. 10. Be in pain and labour to bring 
forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now ſhi! 
thou go forth out of the city, and thou ſhalt dwell in the field, ar. 4 
thou ſhalt go even to Babylon, there ſhalt thou be delivercd, there 
the Lord thall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies.“ Eng- 
land (hall be countable for you, to render you back, Ia xliv. 6. 
„ will fay to the north, Give up; and to the ſouth, Keep not 


| back,” It is a ſermon that fleſh and blood laugheth at, Ezek. 


XXXvii. 4. Prophely upon theſe dry bones, and fay unto them, 
O ye dry bones, hear the Lord of the Lord!” It is a preaching to 
the grave: Thus faith the Lord unto the bones, Behold, I will 
cauſc breath enter into you, and ye ſhall live, and I will lay finews 
upon you, and bring fleſh upon you, and cover you with ſkin, and 
put breath in you, and ye ſhall live.” Rev. xx. 13. And the ſca gave 
up the dead that were in it.” Berwick muſt render back the Scottifl: 
captives, and Colonel Gilbert Ker with them; Ifa. xlit. 14, For 
thus ſaith the Lord, your Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, For your 
ſake, I have fent to Babylon, and have brought dowa all their noble, 
and the Chaldeans, whoſecry is in the ſhips.“ Deut. xxx. 4. If ary 
of them be driven out to the utmoſt parts of heaven, from thence wil! 
the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch the-.' 
Lech. viii, 7. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Behold, I will fave 
my people from the eaſt country, and from the weſt country, aud 

I will bring them, and they ſhall dwell in the midſt of Jeruſalen., 


and they ſhall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and 


in righteouſueſs.“ Sir, ye are both booked by the Lord, who 
writeth up the people,” Pfal-Ixxxvil. 5, 6. and counted to the 
Lord as one of the houſe and ſtock, Pſal. xxii. 30. Fear not, 
faint not, all your hairs are numbered. It is the deſire of the 1285 
pic of God, that as your bonds bitherto have been exemplary, 


the irengthening of the feeble, and to the ſtopping of the mou 


of the adverſary, without any declining to the right or left-hand , 
lo your ſufferings, in the place ye now go to, may be (ag we are 
coufident in dhe Lord of 172 and in humility boaſt of his grace 


5 985 you) 


\ 
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you) ſavoury, convincing, and like unto this honourable caule, thar 


Will prevail in Britain, contrary to all the machinations and coun- 


{cls of devils and men; and though there were no other ink in the 
pen I now write with, but ſome dewing of my laſt cooling blood, 
this I purpoſe (his grace, whoſe 1 am, cnabling me) to ſtand to, 


Sir, we deſire to adore no inſtruments; yet we conceive the ſhining 


and rays of grace, from the fountain Jeſus Chriſt, the fulneſs of 
the God: head, beſtowed on finful men, hold forth the good thoughts 
of Chriſt to this poor land, whoſe multiplied graves, and whoſe 
ſouls under the altar, ſlain by Sectaries and Malignants, cry aloud 
to heaven. I ſee nothing, Sir, if the Lord be not near (though! 
dare not ſay how ſoon) to awake for the year of Zion's controver- 
ſy, Iſa. xxxiv. 5. For my fword ſhall be bathed in heaven; be- 


hold, it ſhall come down upon England, and the reſidue of his enc- 


mies in Scotland.“ Wo is me for England! that land fhall be 
ſoaked with blood, and their duft made fat with fatneſs; that plea- 
ſant land ſhall be a wildernefs, and the duft of their land pitch; a 


judgment upon their walled towns, their pleaſant fields, their ſtrong 


thips, &c. it they do not repent. Ye have not, I conceive, ſeen 
ſuch ſearching and trying times, as now theſe are; and yet the 
queſtion will be drawn to a more narrow ſtate, and multitudes 
will yet leave the caufe; for we took all in to the covenant that of- 


- fered to build with us: "but Chrift muft have but a ſmall remnant; 


few nobles, if any, few miniſters, few profeſſors, though our way 


ſtandeth unchanged, 2 Cor. vi. 8. By honour and diſhonour, 
by good report and evil report, as deceivers, and yet true, as un- 


known, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we li ve; 28 


chaſtened, and yet not killed.” Neither is this your condition a. 


lone, but the experienced lot of all the ſaints that have gone be- 
fore you: it is one and the fame croſs of Chriſt ; but there be ſun- 


dry faces and diverſe circumftances in the ſame remnant. The 


ſufferings of Chriſt and yours, Sir, to be delivered to ſoldiers, and 
in captivity, look like his ſuffering, of whom Iſaiah faith, chap, 
iii. 8, * He was taken from priſon, and from judgment; yea, 
aud taken bound, Job xviii. 1. When the cauſe is the truth of 


God, the luſtre and face of ſuffering is ſo much the more lovely, 
that it hath the hue and colour of Chriſt's ſufferings, who endut- 
ed contradiction of finners, and defpiſed the ſname: O it is a great 
word, Chrift ſhamed, and Chriſt abafed! but thus was the head, 
and fo are the members dealt with in the world; and truly any 


thing of Chriſt, even the worſt of him, (to ſpeak 10) his reproach 
and ſhame, are lovely. Though ſuper ſtitious love to the material 
croſs he ſuffered upon be foolery, and doting upon the holy grave 
be curſed idolatry; yet is there a communion with him in bis tul- 
ferings moſt deſireable, 1 Pet. iv. 15. But rejoice in as much as 
Je are partakers of Chris tufferings : in which ſenſe the cup mo 
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up touched hath the ſweeter taſte, even though death were in 
- che grave becauſe he did ly in it, is ſo much the ſofter, and th® 
ord refreſhful a bed of reſt ; and that part of the ſky and cloud: 
that the Beloved ſhall break through, and come to judgment, is a8 


lovely a piece of the created heaven as any is, if we may love tho 


ground he goeth on the better: but all this is to be underſtood 1: 
a ſpiritual manner. The Lord calleth you, Sir, (upon whom = 
Spirit of God and his glory reſteth) to put your ſoul's Amen N 
to this diſpenſation ; and requireth of us, that our deſires follow 
the now declared decree of God concerning the deſolation of on: 
ſinful land, ſo many ways guilty of a deſpiſed goſpel, and a broker: 


covenant, and that with all ſubmiſſion: certainly no man bath 


taileth more in this thing, than he who writeth to you; for I have 
brought my health in great hazard, and tormented my ſpirit with 
exceſive grief, for our preſent provocations, and the rentings G 
our kirk; and J fee it is a challenging of, and a bold pleading a. 
gainſt him, upon whoſe ſhoulder the government is, Iſa. xxii. 27, 
The Father hath put a glorious truſt upon Chriſt, ver. 23. Af 
I will faſten him as a nail in a ſure place; and he ſhall be for a glo. 
rious throne to his Father's houſe, ver. 24. And they ſhall hav 
vpon him all the glory of his Father's houſe, the offspring and tu 
iſſue, all veſſels of ſmall quantity, from the veſſels of cups even 
all the veſſels of flagons. Our unbelicving apprehenſions do io 
quarrel at the proſperity of enemies in an evil cauſe, that we wreſt|- 
with defeats, ſpoiling, captivity of the godly, killing of his people. 


| the waſting of our land, ſtarving and famiſhing of the kingdom, 


which is worſe than the ſword; but this is a ſinful contradicting 
of the Lord's revcaled decree : his wiſdom ſaith, Spoiling and de. 
ſolation is beſt for Scotland; and we ſay, Not; and ſo accuf- 
Chriſt of miſgovernment, and of not being true to the truſt pu 
upon him: but ſince he doth not drag the governmentat his heels, 

but hath it upon bis ſhoulder; and ſince the nail faſtened ina ſu.- 


place cannot be broken, nor can the ſmalleſt veſſel fail to find {wet 
ſecurity in dependence upon him; ſince all the weight of heaven 


and earth, of redeemed ſaints and confirmed angels, is upon l. 


ſhoulder, I am a fool, and brutiſh to imagine, that I can add any 


thing to Chriſt's ſpecial care of, and tenderneſs to his people: 
who keepeth the baſons and knives of his houſe, and bringeth th. 
veliels back again to the ſecond temple, Ezra i. 8, 9, 10. muſt have 
3 more tender care of his redeemed ones, than of a ſpoon or of Pe 
ter's old ſhoes, which yet muſt not be Joſt in his captivity, Acts xi 
8. O for grace to ſuffer Chriſt to tutor his own minors and young 
heirs ! But we cannot endure to be under the actings of his govern- 
O how ſweet to be 
wholly Chriſt's, and wholly in Chriſt ! To be out of the 5 oh 88 
ewning, and made compleat in Chriſt, to live by faith in Chi i! 
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and to be once for all clothed with the created majeſty and glory 
of the Son of God, wherein he makes all his friends and followers 
ſharers! To dwell in Immanuel's high and bleſſed land, and live in 


that ſweeteſt air, where no wind bloweth, but the breathings of 


the Holy Ghoſt; no ſeas nor floods flow, but the pure waters of 
life, that proceedeth from under the throne, and from the Lamb; 
no planting, but the tree of life, that yieldeth twelve manner of 
fruits every month | What do we here but fin and ſuffer ? O when 
ſhall the nights be gone, the ſhadows flee away, and the morning 
of that long long day, without cloud or night, dawn ! The Spirit 
and the bride ſay, Come; O when ſhall the Lamb's wife be ready, 
and the Bridegroom ſay, Come! Worthy Sir, I mind you to the 
Hearer of prayer: O help me in that kind! The Spirit of Jeſus 
de with your ſpirit. 55 
St. Andrews, May 14. Yours, in his only, only Lord 
1651. N Fefus, S. R 
N ‚οο . cc C , 
| 62. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, — 5 | : 
Race, mercy and peace be to yon. Weare fallen in winnow- 
I ing and trying times; I am glad that your breath ſerveth you 
to run to the end, in the ſame condition and way wherein ye have 
walked theſe twenty years paſt ; it is either the way of peace, or 
we are yet in our fins, and have miſſed the way, The Lord, (it 


is true) hath ſtained the pride of all our glory; and now, laſt of 


all, the ſun hath gone down upon many of the prophets; but ſtum- 


ble not, men are men, and God appeareth more and more to be 


God, and Chriſt is {till Chriſt. Madam, ſtronger than I am had 


_ almoſt (tumbled me and caſt me down: but oh what mercy is it, 


to diſcern betwixt what is Chriſt's and what is man's, and what 
way the hue, colour, and luſtre of gifts and grace dazzle and de- 
ceive our weak eyes! Oh to be dead to all things that are below 
Chriſt, were it even a created heaven and created grace! Holineſs 
1s not Chriſt ; nor are the bloſſoms and flowers of the tree of life 
the Tree itſelf, Men and creatures may wind themſelves between 
us and Chriſt; and therefore the Lord hath done much to take 
out of the way all betwixt him and us; there are not in our 
way now kings, or armies, or nobles, or judicatories, or ſtrong 
holds, or watchmen, or godly profeſſors: the faireſt things, 
and moſt eminent in Britain, are ſtained, and have loſt their luſtre; 
only, only Chriſt keeps his greenneſs and beauty, and remaineth 
what he was: Oh! if he were more and more excellent to our ap- 
prehenſions, than ever he was (whoſe excellency is above all appre- 


henſions) and {till more and more ſweet to our taſte, I care for 


nothing, if ſo be I were nearer to him, and yet he flieth not from 
me; 
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I ſlee from him, but he purſueth. 1 hear your Ladyſhip hath 
the ſame eſteem of the deſpiſed cauſe and covenant of our Lord, 


ye had before: Madam, hold you there; I dare and would gladly 


breathe out my ſpirit in that way, with a nearer communion and 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, and would ſeek no more, 
but that I might die believing : and alſo I would hope, that the 
earth ſhall not cover the blood of the godly Nain in Scotland; but 
that the Lord will make inquiſition for their blood, when the ſuf- 
ferings of the ſaints in theſe lands ſhall be fulfilled. The good- 


will of him that dwelt in the buſh be with you, 


Glaſgow, Sept, 28, Your Ladyſhip's at all obſervance 
1651. | in the Lord Jeſus, S. R 
VCC 


63. To my Lady K ENM U RE. 
Madam, | „„ 

ee mercy and peace be to you: I know ye think of an out- 

going, and that your quartering in time, and your abode in 
this life, is ſhort; for we flee away as a ſhadow : the declining of 
the ſun, and the lengthening of the ſhadow, ſaith our journey is 
ſhort and near the end; I ſpeak it, becauſe J have warnings of my 
removal, Madam, I know not any againſt whom the Lord is 


not; for he is apainſt the proud and lofty; the day of the Lord 


is upon all the cedars, upon all the high mountains, upon every 
high tower, and upon every fenced wall, upon all the ſhips of 
Tarſchiſh, and upon all pleaſant pictures. I know not any thing 
comparable to a nearneſs and ſpiritual communion with the Fa- 
ther and the Son Chriſt : there is much deadneſs and witherednets 
upon many ſpirits, ſometimes near to God; and wiſh the Lord 


have not more to ſay to and do againſt the land. Ye have, Madam, 


in your accounts mercies, deliverances, rods, warnings, plenty of 
means, conſolations, when refuge failed, when ye looked on the 


right hand, and behold no man would know you, nor care for your 


foul, when young and weak, manifeſtations of God, the out-goings 
of the Lord for you, experiences, anſwers from the Lord; by all 
which, ye may be comforted now, and confirmed in the certain 


hope, that grace, free grace, in a fixed and eſtabliſhed ſurety, ſhall 


perfect that good work in you: happy they, who ſee not, and yet 
believe! Grace, grace eternally in our Lord Jeſus be with you. 
Edin. May 27, Yours in the Lord 


| 1645. | Feſus, 8. R. 5 


64. To 
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64. Tomy Lady K ENMU RE. 


Madam, 


Have been ſo long ſilent, that I am almoſt aſhamed now to 


ſpeak. I hear of your weakly condition of body, which ſpeak- 
eth ſome warning to you, to look for a longer life, where ye ſhall 
have more leifure to, praiſe than time can give you here : it ſhall be 
lofs to many; but ſure, yourſelf, Madam, ſhall be only free of any loſs, 
{nd truly, conſidering what days we are now fallen into, if failing 
were not ſerving of the Lord, (which I can hardly attain) a calm 
Harbour were very good, when ſtorms are ſo high: the Fore-run- 
ner, who hath landed firſt, muſt help to bring the ſea-beaten veſſel 
fafe to the port, and the fick paſſengers, who are following the 
Fore-runner, ſafe aſhore. Much deadneſs prevaileth over ſome ; 
but there is much life in him, who is the reſurrection and the life, 
to quicken. O what of our hid life is without vs, and how little 
and poor a ſtock is in the hand of ſome! The only wiſe God ſup- 
ply what is wanting; the more ye want, and the more your joy 
hath run on, the more is owing to you by the promiſe of prace: 
bygones of waterings from heaven, which your Ladyſhip wanted 
in Kenmure, Ruſco, the Weſt, Glaſpow, Edinburgh, England, &c. 
ihall all come in a great ſum together; the marriage: ſupper of the 
Lamb muſt noi be marred with too large a four hours refreſhment. 
Know, Madam, he who hath tutored you from the breaſts, know- 
eth how to time his own day {linings and love: viſits. 
zuns on, be with you. 
St. Andrews, Yours in the Lord, at all obſer- 
vance, S. R. 


COOMIOSSOIOSSICIIIOCIDSOIOSISICICODDES 
65. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 


"Madan: | 

Confeſs I have cauſe to be grieved at my long ſilence, or lazi- 
[ neſs in writing: J am alſo afflicted to hear, that ſuch, who 
were debtors to your Ladyſhip for better dealing, have ſerved you 
with ſuch prevarication : ye know crookedneſs is neither ſtrong 
nor long enduring ; and ye know likewiſe, that theſe things ſpring 
not out of the duſt : it is ſweet to look upon the lawleſs and ſinſul 
{{irrings of the creatures, as ordered by a moſt holy Hand in hea- 
ven. O if ſome could make peace with God! It would be our 
dom, and afford us much ſweet peace, if oppreſſors were looked 
upon as paſlive inſtruments, like the ſaw or ax in the carpenter's 
hand; they are bidden (if ſuch a diſtinction may be admitted) but 
not commanded of God (as Shimei was, 2 Sam. xvi. 10.) to do 


what they do. Madam, theſe many years the Lord hath been 
| teaching 
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Epiſt. 66, 67: ETF. 23 
teaching you to read and ſtudy well the book of holy, holy and 
ſpotleſs Sovereignty, in ſuffering from ſome nigh hand and ſome 
far off. Whoever be the inſtruments, the replying of clay to the 
Potter, the Former of all, is unbeſeeming the nothing creature: I 
hope he ſhall clear you: but when Zion's public evils ly not nigh 
ſome of us, and leave no impreſſion upon our hearts, it is no wonder 
that we be exerciſed with domeſtic troubles; but I know, ye are 
taught of God to prefer Jeruſalem to your chiefeſt joy. Madam, 
there is no cauſe of fainting ; wait upon the not tarrying viſion, for 
it will ſpeak. The only wife God be with you, and God even 
your own God bleſs you. | | 
St. Andrews, June urs in all obſervance in 
1657. | | God, 8. R. 
JOOCOOSCCOCAEEIEICDOCHOOCOOCICCIICICOCEOOOTRRYR 
66. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 


Madam, | 
Should not forget you ; but my deadneſs under a threatening 
| {troke, both of a falling church, a broken covenant, a deſpiſed 
| remnant, and crazineſs of body (that I cannot get a piece iickly clay 
carried about from one houſe or town to another) lies moſt heavy Li 
on me: the Lord hath removed Scotland's crown, for we owaeJ 1 
not his crown; we fretted at his catholic government of the world, Til | 
and fretted that he would not be ruled and led by us, in breaking N 
our adverſaries; and he makes us ſuffer and pine away in our ini- 
quities, under the broken government of his houſe. It is like it 
would be our fnare, to be tried with the honour of a peaceable re- 
formation; we might mar the carved work of his houſe, worſe 
than thoſe againſt whom we cry out. It is like he hath bidden us . 
ly on our left. ſide three hundred and ninety days; and yet fo aſto- 1 | 


niſhing is our ſtupidity, that we moan not our ſore-{ide : our gold Till! 
is become dim, the viſage of our Nazarites is become black, the 4 
ſun is gone down on our ſcers, the crown is fallen from our head, . ith: | 
we roar like bears. Lord ſave us from that, He that made them fit 
will not have mercy on them. The heart of the ſcribe meditates 
terror. Oh, Madam, if the Lord would help to more lelf judging, 140 
and to make ſure an intereſt in Chriſt! Ah, we forget eternity, aud 1 
it approacheth quickly. Grace be with hou. . | 
St. Andrews, Nov. 20. Nur Ladyſbip's at all 
1657. | cCbadlience in the THY 
| | 3 Lord, S. R. 4 
67. Tomy Lady KEN MU RE. 1 
Madam, 8 Ft 
1 Am aſhamed of my long filence to your Ladyſhip. Your toſ. 
. tings and wanderings are Known to him, upon whom ye have q 
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424 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 67. 
been caſt from the breaſts, and who hath been your God of old. 
The temporal loſs of creatures, dear to you there, may be the more 
eaſily endured, that the gain of One, who only hath immortality, 
croweth. There is an univerſal complaint of deadneſs of ſpirit on 
all that know God: he that writes to you, Madam, is as deep in 


this as any, and is afraid of a ſtrong and hot battle, before time be 
at a claſe; but no matter if the Lord crown all with the vitorious 


triumphing of faith. God teacheth us by terrible things in righte- 
_ ouſneſs. We ſee many things, but we obſerve nothing. Our 
drink is four, gray hairs are here and there on us, and we change 
many Lords and Rulers; but the ſame bondage of foul and body 


remains. We live little by faith, but much by ſenſe, according to 


the times, and by human policy. The watchmen ſleep, and the 
people periſh for lack of knowledge. How can we be enlightened, 
when we turn our back on the Sun? And muſt we not be wither- 
ed when we leave the Fountain? It ſhould be my only deſire to be 
a miniſter, gifted with the white ſtone, and the new name written 
on it. I judge it were fit (now when tall profeſſors, and when 
many ſtars fall from heaven, and God poureth the iſle of Great 
Britain from veſſel to veſſel, and yet we fit and are ſettled on our 
ices) to conſider (as ſometimes I do: but, ah! rarely) how irre- 
coverable a wo it is, to be under a beguile in the matter of eterni- 
ty: and what if I, who can have a ſubſcribed teſtimony of many, 
who ſhall ſtand at the right-hand of the Judge, ſhall miſs Chritt's 
approving teſtimony, and be ſet upon the left-hand among the 
goats? there is ſuch a beguile, Mat. vii. 22. Mat. xxv. 8, 9, 10, 
(1,12, Luke xiii. 25, 26. And it befals many, and what if it be- 
tal me, who have but too much art to cozen my own foul and o- 
thers, with the flouriſh of miniſterial or country-holineſs. Dear 
Lady, I am afraid of prevailing ſecurity; we watch little, (I have 
mainly relation to myſelf) we wreſtle little: I am like one travelling 
zn the night, who ſees a ſpirit, and ſweats for fear, and dare not tell 
it to his fellow, for fear of encreaſing his own fear; however, I 
am ſure, when the Maſter is nigh his coming, it were ſafe to write 
over a double and a new copy of our accounts, of the fins of nature, 
childhood, youth, riper years, and old age. What if Chriſt have 
another written repreſentation of me, than I have of myſelf? fure 
his is right; and if it contradict my miſtaking and ſinfully erro- 
£c0us account of myſelf, ah! where am I then? But, Madam, I 
diſcourage none; I know Chrift hath made a new marriage con- 
tract of love, and ſcaled it with his blood, and the trembling be- 
lever ſhall not be confounded. Grace be with you, 
St. Andrews, May 26. 1659. Tours at all obedience in 
| — Chriſt, S. R. 
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Epiſt. 68. LETTERS. 


68. Tomy Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, | 

Should be glad that the Lord would be pleaſed to lengthen 

out more time to you, that ye might, before your eyes be hut, 
ſee more of the work of the right-hand of the Lord, in reviving 
a now {wooning and cruſhed land and church. Though I was 
lately knocking at death's gate, yet could I not get in, but was 
{ent back for a time. It is well, if I could yet do any ſervice to 
bim; but ah, what deadneſs lieth upon the ſpirit ! and deadneſs 
breedeth diſtance from God. Madam, theſe many years the Lord 
hath let you ſee a clear difference betwixt thoſe who ſerve God, and 
love his name, and thoſe who ſerve him not; and I judge ye look 


upon the way of Chriſt as the only beſt way, and that ye would 


not exchange Chriſt for the world's god, or their Mammon, and 
that ye can give Chriſt a teſtimony of Chief among ten thouſand : 
true it is, that many of us have fallen from our firſt love ; but 
Chriſt hath renewed his firſt love of our eſpouſals io himſelf, and 
multiplied the ſeekers of God, all the country over, even where 
Chriſt was ſcarce named, caſt and weſt, ſouth and north, above the 
number that our fathers ever knew. But ah ! Madam, what ſhall 
be done or ſaid of many fallen ſtars, and many near to God com- 
plying wofully, and ſailing to the neareſt ſhore ? Yea, and we are 
conſumed in the furnace, but not melted; burnt, but not purged; 
our droſs is not removed, but our {cum remains in us; and in the 
furnace we fret, we faint, and (wbich is more ſtrange) we lumber : 
the fire burneth round about us, and we lay it not to heart; 

gray-hairs are upon us, and we know it not. It were 
now a deſireable life to ſend away our love to heaven; and well 
becometh it us to wait on for the appointed change, yet fo as we 
ſhould be meditating thus: is there a new world above the jun and 
moon? and is there ſuch a bleſſed company harping and ſinging 
Hallelujahs to the Lamb up above ? Why then are we taken with 
a vain life of ſighing and ſinning? Ob, where is our wiſdom, that 
ve fit ſtill laughing, eating, ſleeping priſoners, and do not pack up 
all our beſt things ior the journey, deſiring always to be clotked 
with our houſe from above, not made with hands ! Ah, we ſavour 
not the things that are above, nor do we ſmell of glory ere we come 


thither; but we tranſact and agree with time, for a new leaſe of 


clay-manſions : behold he cometh, we ſleep, and turn all the work 
of duties into diſpute of events for deliverance ; but the greateſt 
haſte to be humbled for a broken and a buried covenant, is fiſt and 
laſt forgotten: and all our grief is, the Lord lingers, cenemics tri- 
umph, godly ones ſuffer, atheiſts blaipheme. Ah! we pray not, 

but wonder that Chriſt cometh not the higher way, by might, by 
power, by garments rolled in blood; what if he come the lower 
| „„ Way? 
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426 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 9. 
way? ſure we ſin in putting the book in his hand, as if we c 
teach the Almighty knowledge; we make haſte, we believe 

let the only wife God alone, he ſtirs well, he draws ſtraight lines, 
though we think and fay they are crooked : it is right that ſome 
ſhould die with and breaſts full of milk; and yet we are angry 
that God dealeth fo with them. O if I could adore him in his hid- 


den ways, when there is darkneſs under his feet, and darkneſs in 


his pavilion, and clouds are about his throne ! Madam, hoping, 
believing, patient praying is our life; he Toles no time. The Lord 
Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
St. Andrews, Sept. 12. Yours at all obliged obſervance in 
1659. LEhril, S. R. 
OOo e OO AIC 
69. To his reverend and dear brethren, Mr. GUTHRIE, 
Mr. TRAIL, and the reſt of their brethren impriſoned in 
the caſtle of Edinburgh. | 


_ Reverend, very dear, and now much hmoured prifoners for Chriſt, 
Am, as to the point of light, at the utmoſt of perſuaſion in 
that kind, that this is the cauſe of Chriſt ye now ſuffer for, and 

not mens intereft : if it be for men, let us leave it; but if we plead 
for God, our own perſonal ſafety and man's deliverance will not 
be peace. There is a falvation called the ſalvation of God, which 
is cleanly, pure, ſpiritual, unmixed, near to the holy word of God; 
it is that which we would ſeek, even the favour of God that he 
bears to his people, not ſimple gladneſs, but the gladneſs and good- 
neſs of the Lord's choſen. And ſure (though I be the weakeſt of 
his witneſſes, and unworthy to be among the meaneſt of them, and 
am afraid the cauſe be hurt (but it cannot be loſt) by my unbelieving 
faintneſs,) I ſnould not deſire a deliverance, ſeparated fromſthe de- 
liverance of the Lord's cauſe and people: it is enough to me to 
ſing, when Zion ſings; and to triumph, when Chriſt triumpheth : 


1 ſhould judge it an unhappy joy, to rejoice when Zion ſigheth. 


Not one hoof will be your peace. If Chriſt doth own me, let me 
be in the grave in a bloody winding-ſheet, and go from the ſcaffold 
in four quarters, to grave or no grave, I am his debitor, to ſeal 
with ſufferings this precious truth: but oh! when it comes to the 
puſh, I dare ſay nothing, conſidering my weakneſs, wickedneſs and 
faintneſs. But fear not ye, ye are not, ye ſhall not be alone, the 
Father is with you; it was not an unſeaſonable, but a ſeaſonable 
and neceſſary duty we were about. Fear him who is ſovereign, 
Chriſt is captain of the caſtle and Lord of the keys, The cooling 
well-ipring and refreſhment from the promiſes, is more than the 
frownings of the furnace. I ſce ſnares and temptations in c.pitu- 
lating, compoſing, ceding, mincing with diſtinctions of circum- 
ſtances, formalities, compliments and cxtcauations in the ar 
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Epiſt. 7. LETTERS. 42% 
of Chriſt : a long ſpoon, the broth is hell's hot. Hold a diſtance 
from carnal compoſitions; and much nearneſs to the Fountain, to 
the favour and refreſhing light from the Father of lights, ſpeaking 
in his oracles; this is ſound health and ſalvation. Angels, men, 
Zion's elders eye us; but what of all theſe? Chriſt is by us, 
and looks on us, and writes up all. Let us pray more, and look 
leſs to men. Remember me to Mr. Scot, and all the reſt. Ble, 
ſings be upon the head of ſuch as are ſeparated from their brethren : 
Joſeph is a fruitful bough by a well. Grace be with you. 


St, Andrews, Your loving brother and companion in the 
1660. kingdom and patience of Jefus Chriſt, S. R. 
C.. ˙ . ⅛˙— ..... Ex ot 


70. 7 Mr. ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


Neverend and dear brother, | . 

X/ E know this is a time in which all men almoſt ſeek their own 
things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt : ye are your a- 

lone, as a beacom on the top of a mountain; but faint not, Chi iſt 

is a numerous multitude himſelf, yea, millions: though all the na- 


tions were conveened againſt him round about, yet doubt not, but 


he will at laſt ariſe for the cry of the poor and needy. For me, 
am now near to eternity, and for ten thouſand worlds I dare not 
adventure to paſs from the proteſtation againſt the corruptions of 
the time, nor go alongſt with the ſnameleſs apoſtaſy of the many 
filent and dumb watchmen of Scotland ; bur 1 think it my laſt du- 
ty, to enter a proteſtation in heaven before the righteous Judge, a- 
gainſt the practical and legal breach of covenant, and all oaths im- 
poſed on the conſciences of the Lord's people, and all Popiſh ſu- 
perſtitious and jdolatrous mandates of men. Know that the over- 
throw of the ſworn reformation, the introducing of Popery and 
the myſtery of iniquity, is now ſet on foot in the three kingdoms ; 
and whoſoever would keep their garments garments clean are un- 
der that command, Touch not, taſte not, handie not. The Lord 
calls you, dear brother, to be ſtill ſtedfaſt, unmoveable and abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, Our royal kingly Maſter is upon his 
journey, and will come and will not farry; and bleſſed is the ſer- 
vant who ſhall be found watching when he cometh : fear not mca, 
for the Lord is your light and ſalvation. It is true, it is ſomewhat 


{ad and comfortleſs that you are your alone; but ſo it was W ln 


our precious Maſter.: nor are ye your alone, for the Father is with 
you. It is poſſible, 1 ſhall not be an eye-witneſs to it in the fleſh; 
but | believe he comes quickly, who will remove our darkneſs, and 
will thine gloriouſly in the iſle of Britain, as a crowned king, either 
in a fcrmilly ſworn covenant, or in his own glorious way, which 1 
leave to tie deter mination of his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; and 
this is the hope an! confidence of a dying min, who is longing 
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428 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 76 
- an fainting for the ſalvation of God. Beware of the enſnaring 
bonds and obligations, by any hand-writ or otherways, to give un- 
limited obedience to any authority, but only in the Lord; for all 
I nocent ſelf-defence (which is according to the covenant, the word 
of God and the laudable example of the reformed churches) is now 
intended to be utterly ſubverted and condemned: and what is ta- 
ken from Chriſt, as the flower of his prerogative royal, is now put 
upon the head of a mortal power, which muſt be that great idol of 
indignation, that provoketh the eyes of his glory. Dear brother, 
jet us mind the rich promiſes, that are made to thoſe that over. 
come, knowing that thoſe that endure to the end ſhall be ſaved, 
Thus, recommending you to the rich grace of God, I remain 


St. Andrews, Your offeftionate brother 
e in Chrift, S. R. 
oat 8 
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CONTAINING 


Some more LETTERS of the ſame Author, from An- 
woth and Edinburgh, before his confinement at Aber- 
deen; from Aberdeen during his Confinement; and 


from St. Andrews, &c. after his Enlargement: 


* 6 A F * * 0 * n — * ed 
* 7 ** - 7 * * * 
— i ä a < wu 6 \ 
e E ” 2 9 CIT 2 : 
rb St EEG ET r 


1. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 


= my A ” - q . + ov. 
8 e r 5; 


f nell helbved and dear ſiter, Ry I. 
{ V love, in Chriſt, remembered. I have ſent to you your , BY 
daughter Griſſel, with Robert Gordon, who came to fetch | 


her: Iam in good hopes, that the ſeed of God is in her, as in one 1 
born of God, and God's ſeed will come to God's harveſt. I have ii} 1 
her promiſe, ſhe ſhall be Chriſt's, for I have told her ſhe may pro- 
miſe much in his worthy name; for he becomes cantion to his Fa- 
ther for all ſuch as reſolve and promiſe to ſerve him. I will re- 
member her to God, I truſt you will acquaint her with good compa- 
ny, and be diligent to know with whom ſhe loveth to haunt. Re- 
member Zion, and our neceſſities. I bleſs your daughter from our 

Lord, and prays the Lord to give you joy and comfort of her. 
Remember my love to your huſband, to William and to Samuel 
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your ſons. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 11 
Anwoth, June 6. Yours at all power in the Lord Ms 
3... bl f | 
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42⁰ Mr. RUTHERFOORD's 


Epiſt. 2, 3, 
2. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 
Loving and dear ſiſter, : 


| 1 F ever you would pleaſure me, intreat the Lord for me, now 


when I am ſo comfortleſs, and ſo full of heavineſs, that I am 
not able to ſtand under the burden any longer. The Almighty 
hath doubled his ſtripes upon me; for my wife is ſo ſore torment- 
ed night and day, that I have wondered why the Lord tarrieth ſo 
gong: my life is bitter unto me, and I fear the Lord be my con- 
trair party. It is (I now know by experience) hard to keep ſight 
of God in a ſtorm, eſpecially when he hides himſelf for the trial of 


his children. If he would be pleaſes to remove his hand, J have 


a purpoſe to ſeek him more than J have done; happy are they that 
can win away with their ſoul; I am afraid of his judgments. I 
bleſs my God, that there is a death and a heaven ; I would weary 
to begin again to be a Chriſtian, ſo bitter is it to drink of the cup 


that Chriſt drank of, if I knew not that there is no poiſon in it. 
God give us not of it while we vomit again, for we have ſick ſouls 


when God's phyſic works not. Pray that God would not lead 
my wife into temptition. Wo is my heart that I have done fo 


little againſt the kingdom of Satan in my calling; for he would 


fain attempt to make me blaſpheme God in his face: I believe, in 
the ſtrength of him who hath put me in his work, he ſhall fail in 
that which he ſeeks ; I have comfort in this, that my Captain Chriſt 


hath faid I muſt fight and overcome the world, John xvi. 33. and 


with a weak ſpoiled weaponleſs devil, John xiv. 30. The prince of 


this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.“ Deſire Mr. Robert to 
remember me, if he love me. Grace, grace be with you, and all yours; 


remember Zion. There is a letter procured from the king by Mr. 


John Maxwell, to urge conformity, to give the communion at 


Chriſtmaſs in Edinburgh. Hold faſt that which ye have, that no 


man take the crown from you; the Lord Jeſus be with your [pt- 


rit. | 5 „ 
Annueih, Mo. 17. Yours in the Lord, S. R. 
e > 5 EE, 
»>&D — v CER, 
3. For MARION MAC NAU GH. 


Moll beloved and dear ſiſter, | 
'Y love, in the Lord Jeſus, remembered: I vaderſtand that 


you are ſtill under the Lord's viſitation, in your former bu- 
ſinels with your enemies, which is God's dealing : for, till he take 
his children out of the furnace, that knoweth how long they 
ſhonld be tried, there is no deliverance; but after God's hi Zheſt 


and tulleſt tide, that the ſea of trouble is gone over the fou's, of 
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Epilt. LETTERS. 431 
his children, then comes the gracious long - hoped for ebbing, and 
drying up of the waters. Dear ſiſter, do not faint; the wicked 
may hold the bitter cup to your head, but God mixeth it, and 
there is no poiſon in it; they ſtrike, but God moves the rod; Shi- 
mei curſeth, but it is becaufe the Lord bids him. I tell you, and 
have it from him before whom I {ſtand for God's people, there is 
a decree given out, in the great court of the higheſt heavens, that 
yout preſent troubles ſhalt be difperied as the morning clond, and 
God ſhall bring forth your righteouſneſs as the light at noon-tide of 
the day: let me intreat you in Chriſt's name, to keep a good con- 
{cience in your proceedings in that matter, and beware of yourſelf ; 
yourſelf is a more dangerous enemy than I, or any without you; 
innocence, and an upright cauſc, is a good advocate before God, 
and ſhall plead for you, and win your caufe; and count much of 
your Maſter's approbation, and his ſmiling; he is now as the king 
that is gone to a far county; God ſeems to be from home, (if I 
may ſay fo) yet he ſees the ill ſervants, whoſzy, Our Maſter deferreth 
his coming, and ſo ſtrikes their fellow ſervants: but patience, my be- 
loved, Chriſt the King is coming home, the evening is at hand, and 
he will aſk an account of his ſervants; make a fair clear count to 
him: ſo carry yourſelf, as at night you may ſay, Maſter, L have 
wronged none: behold, you have your own with advantage. O! 
your foul then will eſteem much of one of God's kiſſes and embrace- 
ments, in the teſtimony of a good conſcience. The wicked, how- 
beit they be caſting many evil thoughts, bitter words, and ſinful 
deeds behind their back, yet they are, in ſo doing, clerks to their 
own proceſs, and doing nothing all their life, but gathering dittays 
againſt themſclves; for God is angry at the wicked every day: 


and I hope your preſent proceſs ſhall be ſighted one day by him 


who knoweth your juſt cauſe; and the bloody tongues, crafty 
foxcs, double ingrained hypocrites, ſhall appear as they are before 
bis Majeſty, when he ſhall take the mafk off their faces: and O 
| thrice happy ſhall your ſoul be then, when God finds you covered 
with nothing but the white robe of the ſaints innocence, and the 
| Tighteouſaeſs of Jeſus Chriſt. You have been of late in the King's 
wine-cellar, where you were welcomed by the Lord of the inns, 
upou a condition that you would walk in love; put on love, and 
| brotherly kindneſs, and long-ſuffering ; wait as long upon the fa- 
| Your and turned hearts of your enemies, as your Chriſt waited up- 
on you, and as dear Jeſus ftood at your foul's door with dewy and 
rainy locks, the long cold night: be angry but fin not; I perſuade 
myſelf, that holy unCtion within you, which teacheth you all things, 
is allo ſay ing, Overcome evil with good. If that had not ſpoken 
in your foul, at the tears of your aged paſtor, you would not have 
| agreed, and forgiven his fooliſh fon who wronged you : but my 
Matter bade me tell you, God's bleſſing ſhall be upon you for it ; 


2 4 


432. Mr. RUTHERFOORD'S Epifi » 
and from him J fay, Grace, grace, grace, and everlaſting peace be 
upon you: it is my prayer for you, that your carriage may grace 
and adorn the goſpel of that Lord who hath graced you. I hear 
your huſband alſo was ſick, but I beſeech you in the bowels of je. 
ſas, welcome every rod of God; for I find not, in the whole book 
of God, a greater note of the child of God, than to fall down and 
kiſs the feet of an angry God; and when he ſeems to put you a- 
way from him, and looſe your hands that grip him, to look up in 
faith, and ſay, I ſhall not, I will not be put away from thee: how- 
beit thy Majeſty draw to free thyſelf off me, yet Lord give me leave 
to hold and cleave unto thyſelf, I will pray that your huſband 
may return in peace; your decreet comes from heaven, look up 
thither : for many (ſays Solomon) ſeek the face of the ruler, but 
every man's judgment cometh of the Lord : and be glad that it is 
ſo, for Chriſt is the clerk of your proceſs, and will ſee that all go 
right; and I perſuade myſelf, he is ſaying, Yonder ſervants of mine 
are wronged; for my blood, Father, give them juſtice. Think 
you not, dear ſiſter, but our High Prieſt, our Jeſus, the Maſter of 
requeſts, preſents our bills of complaint to the great Lord ju- 
ſtice ? Yea, I believe it, ſince he is our Advocate, and Daniel calls 
him the Spokeſman, whoſe hand preſents all to the Father. For 
other buſineſſes, I ſay nothing, while the Lord give me to ſee your 
face. I am credibly informed, that multitudes of England, and 
eſpecially worthy preachers, and ſilenced preachers of London, are 
gone to New-England ; and I know one learned holy preacher, 
who hath written againſt the Arminians, who is gone thither. Our 
blefſed Lord Jeſus, who cannot get leave to ſleep with his ſpouſe 
in this land, is going to ſeek an inns where he will be better en- 
tertained ; and what marvel ? Wearied Jeſus, after he had travel- 
Icd from Geneva, by the miniſtry of worthy Mr. Knox, and was 
laid down in his bed, and reformation begun, and the curtains 
drawn, he had not gotten his dear eyes well together, when irre- 
verent Biſhops came in, and with the din and noife of ceremonies, 
holy-days, and other Romiſh corruptioas, they awake our Bclov- 
ed; others came to his bed-ſide, and drew the curtains, and pat 
hands in his ſervants, baniſhed, deprived and confined chem; and 

for the pulpit, they got a ſtool and a cold fire in Blackneſs; and the 

nobility drew the covering off him, and have made him a poor na- 
ked Chriſt, in ſpoiling his ſervants of the tithes and kirk- rents; and 
now there is ſuch a noiſe of crying ſins in the land, as the want of 
the knowledge of God, of mercy and truth; ſuch ſwearing, whor- 
ing, lying and blood touching blood, that Chriſt is putting on his 
clothes, and making him, like an ill: handled ſtranger, to go to other 


lands. Pray bim, dear ſiſter, io ly down again with his beloved. 


Remember my dcareſt love to John Gordon, to whom I will write 
when 1 am ſtrong; and to John Brown, Griſſel, Samuel and 
„ William; 
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William; grace upon them. As you love Chriſt, keep Chriſt's 

favour, and put not upon him when he ſleeps, to awake him be- 

fore he pleaſe. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 

Anweth, July 21. 1630. Tour brother 

in Chriſt, S. R. 

77... « 

4. For MARION MAC NAU GH T. 


poll. belaved ſiſter, 8 | 

Have been thinking, ſince my departure from you, of the pride 
and malice of your adverſaries, and ye may not (ſince ye have 
heard the book of the Pſalms ſo often) take hardly with this; for 
| David's enemies ſnuffed at him, and through the pride of their 
hearts ſaid, The Lord will not require it,” Pſal. x. 13. I beſeech 
| you therefore, in the bowels of Chriſt, ſet before your eyes the pa- 
* tience of your Fore-runner Jeſus, who, when he was reviled, re- 
| viled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatened not, but commi:- 
ted himſelf to him who judgeth righteouſly, 1 Pet. ii. 23. And 
| ſince our Lord and Redeemer with patience received many a black 
| firoke on his glorious body, and many a buffet of the unbelieving 
world, and ſays of himſelf, Iſa. I. 6. I gave my back to the ſmi- 
ers, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not 
my face from ſhame and ſpitting, follow him, and think not hard 
that you receive a blow with your Lord; take part with Jefus of 
dis ſufferings, and glory in the marks of Chriſt. If this ſtorm were 
over, you muſt prepare yourſelf for a new wound; tor, five thou- 
| {and years ago, our Lord proclaimed deadly war betwixt the Seed 
| of the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent; and marvel not that 
one town cannot keep the children of God, and the children of the 
devil; for one belly could not keep Jacob and Eſau; one houte 
could not keep peaceably together Iſaac the ſon of the promiſe, 
and Iſhmael the fon of the hand-maid. Be you upon Chriſt's fide 
of it, and care not what fleſh can do; hold yourſelf faſt by your 
| Saviour, howbeit you be buffeted, and thoſe that follow him; yet 
| alittle while and the wicked ſhall not be: fee 2 Cor. iv, 8. We 
are troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed ; we are perplcxed, 


but not in deſpair,” ver. 9. * Perfecuted, but not forfaken ; caſt 


| down, but not deſtroyed.” If you can poſſcis your foul in patience, 
| Hetr day is coming. Worthy and dear filter, know to carry your - 


| felf in trouble; and when ye are hated and reproached, the Lord 


news it to you, Pal. xliv. 17. All this is come upon us, yer 
have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falſly in thy co- 
Venaat.“ Pal, cxix. 92. * Unleſs thy jaw had been my delight, 1 
had periſhed in mine aMictions.” Keep God's covenant in your 
ulals; hold you by his bleſſed word, and fin not; fleeanger, wrath, 


grudging, envying, freiting ; forgive an hundred pence to your 
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and reſt upon theſe promiſes. 
ſhall by faith ſuſtain yourſelf and comfort yourſelf in your Lord, 


| 
' 


Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Epilt. x. 
fellow tervant, becauſs your Lord hath forgiven you ten thouſang, 
talents: for, I aſſure you by the Lord, your adverſaries ſhall get 
no advantage againſt you, except you ſin, and offend your Lord in 
your ſufferings; but the way to overcome, is by patience, forgiv. 
ing, and praying for your enemies, in doing whereof you heap coal; 
upon their heads, and your Lord ſhall open a door to you in your 
trouble: wait upon him, as the night-watch waiteth for the morn. 


Ing; he will not tarry, go up to your watch-tower, and come not 


down, but by prayer, and faith, and hope, wait on: when the ſe 


is full, it will ebb again; and ſo ſoon as the wicked are come to the 


top of their pride, and are waxed high and mighty, then is their 
change approaching; they that believe make not hafte. Remem- 
ber Zion, forget her not; for her enemies are many, for the nati. 
ons are gathered together againſt her: But they know not the 
thoughts of the Lord, neither underſtand they his counſel; for 
he ſhall gather them as the theaves into the floor: ariſe and threſh, 
O daughter of Zion, Micah iv. 12, 13. Behold, God hath pa. 
thered his enemies together as ſheaves to the threſhing; let us ſtay 
Now again I truſt in our Lord, you 


and be ſtrong in his power; for you are in the beaten and com- 
mon way to heaven, when you are under our Lord's croſſes; you 
have reafon to rejoice in it, more than in a crown of gold, and re- 
Joice and be glad to bear the reproaches of Chriſt. I reſt, recom- 
mending you and yours, for ever, to the grace and mercy of 


God. 


Anwoth, Feb. 11. Teurs in Chrift, 

1631. S. R. 

"KOCHI CE ICED ODA IDO DICH 
5. To MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Fell bekved in the Lord, ef ” 
2 are not unacquainted with the day of our communion; 1 
intreat therefore the aid of your prayers for that great work, 
which is one of our feaſt- days, wherein our Well. beloved Jeſus re- 
joiceth, and is merry with his friends: good cauſe have we to 
wonder at his love, ſince the day of his death was ſuch a ſorrowful 


5 day to him, even the day when his mother the kirk crowned him 


With thorns, and he had many againſt him, and compeared his a- 
lone in the fields againſt them all; yet he delights with us to re- 


member that day: let us love him, and be glad and rejoice in his 


ſalvation. I am confident that you ſhall fee the Son of God that 
day, and I dare in his name invite you to his banquet : many a time 


you have been well entertained in his houſe, and he charges not 
upon his friends, nor chides them for too great kindneſs ; yet! 
ſpeak not this to wake you leave off to pray for me, who have 
| : ent 

| | nethmg 
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DN of myſelf, but in ſo far as daily, I receive from him, who 
is made of his father a running-over fountain, at which I and 0- 


thers may come with thirſty ſouls, and fill our veſſels: long 


hath this Well been ſtanding open to us; Lord Jeſus, lock it not 
up again upon us. I am ſorry for our deſolate kirk; yet I dare 
not but truſt, ſo long as there be any of God's loſt money here, le 
ſhall not blow out the candle. Lord make fair candleſticks in Big 
houſe, and remove the blind lights. I have been this time bypaſt 
thinking much of the incoming of the kirk of the Jews; pray for 
them: when they were in their Lord's houſe, at their Fa. 

ther's elbow, they were longing for the incoming of their little 
ſiſter, the kirks of the Gentiles. They ſaid to their Lord, Cant. 

viii. ver. 8. We have a little ſiſter, and ſhe hath no breaſts ; 
what ſhall we do for our ſiſter, in the day when ſhe is ſpoken for 
Let us give them a mecting, What ſhall we do for our elder ſiſter 
the Jews? Lord Jeſus give them breaſts. That were a glad 
day, to fee us and them both ſet down at one table, and Chriſt at 


the head of the table. Then would our Lord come ſhortly with 


his fair guard, to hold his great court. Dear ſiſter, be patient tor 
the Lord's fake, under the wrongs that you ſuffer of the wicked: 
your Lord ſhall make you ſee your defire on your enemies; tone 
of chem ſhall be cut off, Job xv. ver. 33. They ſhall ſhake oft 
their unripe grapes as the vine, and caſt off their flower as the olive: 
God ſhall make them like unripe ſour grapes, ſhaken off the tree 
with the blaſt of God's wrath; and therefore pity them, and pray 
for them : others of them muſt remain to exerciſe you ; God hail 
{aid of them, Let the tares grow up while harveſt,” Mat, xiii, It 
proves you to be your Lord's wheat. Be patient, Chriſt went to 
heaven with many a wrong; his viſage and countenance was all 
marred more than the ſons of men; you may not be above your 
Maſter ; many a black ſtroke received innocent Jeſus, and he re- 


ceived no mends, but referred them all to the great court- day, 


when all things ſhall be righted. I defire to hear from you, with. 
in a day or two, if Mr. Robert remain in his purpoſe, to come and 
wi us. God ſhall give you joy of your children. I pray for 
them by their names; I bleſs you from the Lord, your huſband 
and children, Grace, grace and mercy be multiplied upon you, 
Anwath, May 7. Yours in the Lord 
631. | for ever, S. R. 
C IDE u DEI Cee . ICICI 
| 6. Fir MARION MACNAUGHPT. 
Well belxved ſiſter, 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. ] have received a letter from 
Edinburgh, certainly ipforming me, that the Engliſh ſervices, 
and the organs, and King James's Pſalms are to be impoſed w_ 
our kirk, and the Biſhops are dealing for a general aſſembly : 
III 12 R. bath 
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436 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs . Fpilt. 6 
R. hath hath confirmed the news alſo, and ſays, he ſpoke with Sir 
William Alexander, who is to come down with his prince's warrant 


for that effect. I am deſired in the received letter to acquaint the 


beſt affected about me with that ſtorm ; therefore I intreat you, 
and charge yon in the Lord's name, pray; but not communicate 
this to any while I ſee you. My heart is broken at the remem- 
brance of it, and it was my fear, and anſwereth to my laſt letter, ex- 
cept one, that I wrote unto you, Dearly beloved, be not caſten 
down, but let us, as the Lord's doves, take us to our wings, for o- 
ther armour have we none, and flee into the hole of the Rock. It 
is true, A. R. ſays, the worthieſt men in England are baniſhed 
and ſilenced, about the number of ſixteen or ſeventeen choice goſ- 
pel · preachers, and the perſecution is already begun: howbeit I do 
not write this unto you with a dry face, yet I am confident in the 
Lord's ſtrength, Chriſt and his ſide ſhall overcome; and you ſhall 
be aſſured, the kirk were not a kirk, if it were not fo: as our dear 


Huſband in wooing his kirk received many a black ſtroke, fo his bride N 


in wooing him gets many blows, and in this wooing there are ſtrokes 
upon both ſides; let it be fo, the devil will not make the marriage 
go back, neither can he tear the contract, the end ſhall be mercy: 


yet, notwithſtanding of all this, we have na warrant of God to 

I have been writing unto you the coun- 
ſels and dravghts of men againſt the kirk; but they know not, as 
Micah ſays, the counſel of Jehovah. The great men of the world 
may make ready the fiery furnace for Zion: but trow ye, that 
they can cauſe the fire to burn? No, he that made the fire, I truſt Þ 
I truſt in my Lord, Þ 
God hath not ſubſcribed their bill, and their concluſions have 
not yet paſt our great King's ſeal : therefore, if ye think good, 


leaſt off all lawful means. 


ſhall not ſay Amen to their decrcets. 


f 


preſbytery ; and as if I had been a ſtranger, and not a member of Þ 


hat feat, to ſit in judgment with them, I was ſummoned, by their 


order, as a witneſs againſt B. A. but they have got no advantage 


in that matter. Other particulars you ſhall hear, God willing t 


meeting. Anent the matter betwixt you and J. E. I remember it | Roe 


to God: I intreat you in the Lord, be ſubmiſſive to his will; for the Þ 


higher that their pride mount up, they are the nearer a fall: the 


Lord will more and more diſcover that man. 


holy hand up to your face in heaven, and dry your face, and wipe 
the tears from your eyes, judge ye, if ye will not have cauſe then 
Ny | 10 


Let your huibond, Þ 
in all matters of judgment, take Chriſt's part for the defence of the 
poor and needy and oppreſſed, for the maintenance of equity and 
juſtice in the town; and take you no fear, he ſhal} take your part, 
and then you are ſtrong enough. What? howbeit you reccive in- 
dignities for your Lord's ſake, let it be fo : when he ſhall put lis 
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addreſs yourſelf firſt to the Lord, and then to A. R. ànent] bis! 


the buſineſs that you know. I am moſt unkindly handled by the] 
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t0 rejoice. Anent other particulars, if you would ſpeak with me, 
appoint any of the firſt three days of the next week in Carletoun, 
when Carletoun is at home, and acquaint me with your deſires; 
and remember me to God, and my deareſt affection to your buf 
band, and for Zion's {ake hold not your peace. The grace of our 
Lord Jeſus be with you, and your huſband, and children, 
Anwoth, Fan. 2. 1631. Yeurs in the Lord, S. R. 


S — — 
8 ARION MACKNAUGHT 
Dear miſtreſs, 
Have not time this day to write to you ; but God knowing 
my preſent ſtate, and neceſſities of my calling, I hope will ſpare 


my. mother's life for a time, for the which I have cauſe to thank 


my Lord, I intreat you be not caſt down, for that which I wrote 
before to you, anent the planting of a miniſter in your town. Be- 
lieve, and you ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. I write this, becauſe 
when you ſuffer, my heart ſuftereth with you. I do believe, your 
ſoul ſhall have joy, in your labours and holy deſires for that work. 
Grace upon you, and Four huſband, and your children, 
Anwoth. - Yours ever in Chrift, S. 9 7 
Yor £25: EO LAW WW oo SS DeeDee. ON ONO Ov 
8. TY MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Beloved miſtreſs, 
V deareſt love in Chriſt remembered to you: know that 
| Mr. Abraham ſhewed me, there is to be a meeting of the 


Biſhops at Edinburgh ſhortly; the cauſes are known to themſelves : 


it is our part to hold up our hands for Zion. Howbeit it is re- 


ported they came ſad from court. It is our Lord's wiſdom that 
his kirk ſhould ever hang by a thread, and yer the thread breaketh 
not, being hanged upon him, who is the ſure Nail in David's houſe, 


Iſa. xXxii. ver, 22. upon whom all the veſſels, great and ſmall, do 
hang; and the Nail (God be thanked) neither crooketh, nor can 
be broken: Jeſus, that Flower of Jeſſe, ſet without bands, getteth 
many a blaſt, and yet withers not, becauſe he is his Father's noble 


Role, caſting a ſweet ſmell through heaven and earth, and muſt 
grow; and in the fame garden with him grow the ſaints, God's 


fair and beautiful lilies, under wind and rain, and all ſun-burned, 


and yet life remaineth at the root : keep within his garden, and 


you {hall grow with them, till the great Huſbandman, our dear 
Maſter-gardener come, and tranſplant you from the lower part of 
his vineyard up to the higher, to the very heart of his gar- 
den, above the wrongs of the rain, ſun, or wind: and then 


wait upon the times of the blowing of the ſweet South and North 


wind of his gracious Spirit, may make you caſt a ſweet ſmell in 
your Beloved's noſtrils ; and bid your Beloved come down to his 
garden, 
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garden, and eat of his pleaſant fruits, Cant. iv. ver. 16. and he will 


come. You will get no more but this, until you come up to the 


Well-head, where you ſhall put up your hand, and take down the 
apples of the Tree of life, and eat under the ſhadow of that Tree; 
theſe apples are ſweeter up beſide the Tree, than they are down 
here, in this piece of a clay-priſon-houſe. I have no joy but in the 
thoughts of theſe times. Doubt not of your Lord's part, and the 
ipoule's part, ſhe ſhall be in good caſe. That word ſhall ſtand, 
Hol. xiv. 5. I ſhall be as the dew to Iſrael, he ſhall grow up as 
the lily, and caſt out his roots as Lebanon.“ Ver. 6. His branches 
ſhall fpread, his beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree, and his ſmell as 
Labanon. Iſa. xi. Ver. 12. Chriſt ſhall ſet up his colours, and his 
enſign for the nations, and ſhall gather together the outcaſts of Iſ. 
racl, Ezek. xxxvii. II. Then the Lord ſaid to me, Son of man, 


theſe dead bones are the whole houſe of Iſrael; behold they ſay, 


Our bones are dried, our hope is loſt, we are cut off for our parts.” 
Ver. 12. Therefore propheſy unto them, and ſay, Thus faith the 
Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cauſe 
you come up out of your graves, and bring you unto the land of 
ifrael.” Theſe promiſes are not wind, but the breaſts of our Be- 
loved Chriſt, which we muſt ſuck, and draw comfort out of. We 
have cauſe to pity thoſe poor creatures, that ſtand out againſt Chriſt, 
and the building of his houſe : filly men, they have but feckleſs and 
{illy heaven, nothing but meat and cloth, and laugh a day or two 
in the world, and then in a moment go down to the grave. And 
they ſhall not be able to hinder Chriſt's building; he that is Ma- 
iter of the work will lead ſtones to the wall over their belly. And 


for that preſent tumult, that the children of this world fraile, a- 


nent the planting of your town with a paſtor, believe and ſtay up- 
or: God (as you ſtill ſhame us all in believing) go forward in the 
{trength of the Lord, and from my Lord I ſay, before whom I ſtand, 
have your eyes upon none but the Lord of armies; and the Lord 
{hall either let you ſee what you long to ſee, or then fulfil your joy 
more abundantly another way. You and yours, and the children 
of God whom you care for in that town, ſhall have as much of the 


Zon of God's ſupper, cut and laid down upon your trenchers, be 


he who he will that carveth, as ſhall feed you to eternal life: and 
be not caſt down for all that is done, your reward is laid up with 
God. I hope to fee you laugh and leap for joy. Will the temple 
be built without din and tumult ? No, God's ſtones of his houſe 
in Germany are laid with blood; and the Son of God no ſooner 
begins to chop and hew ſtones with his kammer, but as ſoon the 
ſword is drawn. If the work were of men, the world would {ct 
their ſhoulders to yours; but in Chriſt's work, two or three muſt 
fight againſt a preſbytery (though his own court) and a city: this 
proveth that it is Chriſt's errand and therefore that it ſhall rl; 
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let them lay iron chains croſs over the door, ſtay and believe, and 
wait, while the Lion of the tribe of Judah come; and he that 
comes from heaven clothed with the rainbow, and hath the little 
book in his hand, when he takes a grip of their chains, he will lay 
the door upon the broad ſide, and come in, and go up to the pul- 
pit, and take the man with him whom he hath choſen for his 
work: therefore let me hear from you, whether you be in heavi- 
neſs, or rejoicing under hope, that I may take part of your grief, 
and bear it with you, and get part of your joy, which is to me alſo 
as my own joy. And as to what are your fears, anent the health 
or life of your dear children, lay it upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, let him 
bear all; looſe your grips of them all, and when your dear Lord 
pulleth, let them go with faith and joy: it 1s a tried faith, to kiſs 


a Lord that is taking from you. Let them be careful, during the 


ſhort time that they are here, to run, and get a grip of the prize; 


Chriſt is ſtanding in the end of their way, hoiding up the garland 
of endleſs glory to their eyes, and is crying, Run faſt, and come 
and receive: happy are they, if their breath ſerve them to run, and 


not to weary, while their Lord with his own dear hand put the 
gown upon their head. It isnot long days, but good days, 
that make the life glorious and happy; and our dear Lord is gra- 
cious to us, who ſhorteneth, and hath made the way to glory ſhort- 
er than it was: ſo that the crown that Noah did fight for five 
hundred years children may now obtain it in fifteen years. And 
heaven is in ſome ſort better for us now, than it was to Noah: for 
the man Chriſt is there now, who was not come in the fleſh in 
Noah's days. You ſhall ſhew this to your children, whom my foul 
in Chriſt bleſſeth ; and intreat them by the mercies of God, and 
the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to covenant with Jeſus Chriſt to be his, 
and to make up the bond of friendſhip betwixt their fouls and their 
Chriſt, that they may have acquaintance in Haven, and a friend at 
God's right-hand ; ſuch a friend at court is much worth. Now 
[ take my leave of you, praying my Chriſt, and your Chritt, to 
fulfil your joy, and more graces and bleſſings from our ſweet Lord 
Jelus to your ſoul, your huſband's, and children, than ever I wrote 
of letters of A, B, C, to you. Grace, grace be with you. 
Anwoth, March . 1632. Yeurs in my ſtueet Maſter 
 Jehus Chriſt, S. R. 
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9. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Dearly bek;ved miftreſ;, | | 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. You are not ignorant what 


our Lord in his love-viſitation hath been doing with your 


foul, even letting you ſee a little ſight of that dark trance you mult 
£9 throuph ere you come to glo:y. Your life hath been near the 
| | grave, 
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grave, and you was at the door, and you found the door ſhut faſt; 


your dear Chriſt thinking it not time to open theſe gates to you, 
while you have fought ſome longer in his camp: and therefore he 
willeth you to put on your armour again, and to take no truce with 
the devil, or this preſent world; you are little obliged to any of 
the two: but rejoice in this, that when any of the two comes to 


ſuit your foul in marriage, you have an anſwer in readineſs to tell 


them, You are too long a coming: I have many a year ſince pro- 
miſed my foul to another, even to my deareſt Lord Jeſus, to whom 


I muſt be true; and therefore you are come back to us again to 


help us to pray for Chriſt's fair bride, a marrow dear to him. Be 
not caſt down in heart, to hear that the world barketh at Chriſt's 
ſtrangers, both in Ireland and in this land; they do it becauſe 
their Lord hath choſen them out of this world; and this is one of 
our Lord's reproaches, to be hated and ill intreated by men : the 
filly ſtranger in an uncouth country muſt take with ſmoky inns, and 
coarſe cheer, and a hard bed, and a barking ili-tongued hoſt. It is 
not long to day, and he will to his journey upon the morrow, and 
leave them all: indeed our fair morning is at hand, the day: ſtar is 
near the riſing, and we are not many miles from home; what mat- 
ter of ill entertainment in the ſmoky inns of this miſerable life? 
we are not to ſtay here, and we will be dearly welcome to him 
whom we goto; and I hope, when I ſhall ſee you clothed in white 
raiment, waſhen in the blood of the Lamb, and ſhall fee you even 
at the elbow of your deareſt Lord and Redeemer, and a crown up- 


on your head, and following our Lamb and lovely Lord whither- 


ſoever he goeth, you will think nothing of all theſe days, and you 
ſhall then rejoice, and no man ſhall take your joy from you: and it 


is certain, there is not much ſand to run in your Lord's ſand-glaſs, 


and that day is at hand, and till then your Lord in this life is giv* 
ing you ſome little feaſts. It is true, you ſee him not now, as you 


mall fee him then; your Well-beloved ſtandeth now behind the 


wall, looking out at the window, Cant. ii. ver. 9. and you fee but 
a little of his face; then you ſhall ſee all his face, and all the Sa- 


viour, a long and high and broad Lord Jeſus, the moſt lovely Per- 


jon among the children of men. O joy of joys! that our fouls 


know there is ſuch a great ſupper preparing for us; even howbeit 
we be but half hungered of Chriſt here, and many a time dine be- 


hind noon, yet the ſupper of the Lamb will come in time, aud wil! 
be ſet before us, before we famiſh, and loſe our ſtomachs. You 


have cauſe to hold up your heart in remembrance and hope of that 


fair long ſummer-day; for in this night of your life wherein you 
are in the body, abſent from the Lord, Chriſt's fair moon: light in 
his word, and facraments, in prayer, fecling, and holy copferencs, 
hath ſhincd upon you to let you ſee the way to the city. I conteſs 


our dict here is but ſparing, we get but taſtings of our Lord's com- 
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forts; but the cauſe of that is not, becauſe our Steward Jeſus is 

a niggard, and narrow-hearted, but becauſe our ſtomachs are weak, 

and we are narrow-kearted : but the great feaſt is coming, when 
our hearts ſhall be enlarged, and the chambers of them made fair 
and wide, to take in the great Lord Jeſus: come in then, Lord je- 
| ſus, to hungry fouls, gaping for thee. In this journey take the 
{ Bridegroom, as you may have him, and be greedy of his ſmalleſt 
| crumbs; but, dear miſtreſs, buy none of Chriſt's delicates ſpiritual 
with ſin, or faſting againſt your weak body; remember you are 
in the body, and it is the lodging houſe, and you may not, with- 
out offending the Lord, ſuffer the old walls of that houſe to fall 
| down, through want of neceſſary food: your body is the dwelling 
* houſe of the Spirit, and therefore, for the love you carry to th- 
ſweet Gueſt, give a due regard to his houſe of clay: when h. 
looſeth the wall, why not? welcome, Lord Jeſus; but it is a fear. 
ful uu in us, by hurting the body by faſting, to looſe one ſtone, 
or the leaſt piece of timber in it: for the houſe is not our own, 
the Bridegroom is with you yet; fo faſt, as that alſo you may feat 
and rejoice in him. I think upon your magiſtrates; but he that 
is clothedin linen, aud hath the writers inkhorn by his fide, hath 
| written up their names in heaven already: pray, and be conten 
Vith his will; God hath a council-houſe in heaven, and the end 
vill be mercy unto you, For the planting of your town with 4 
| godly miniſter, have your eye upon the Lord of the harvelt ; I dar 
| promiſe you, God in this life ſhall fill your ſoul with the fatneſs of 
his houſe, for your care to ſee Chriſt's bairns fed; and your polte- 
| rity ſhall know it. to whom I pray for mercy, and that they may 
get a name amongſt the living in Jeruſalem : and if God portion 
them with his bairns, their rent is fair, and 1 hope it ſhall be ſo 
| The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, g | 


Anwsth, Sept. 19. Yours ever in 
163 „ lain, 8. R 


10. Fer MARION MACRKNAUGH T. 
IWell-beloved ſiſter in Chriſt, | 

Ou ſhall underſtand, I have received a letter from Edinburgh, 
that it is ſuſpected that there will be a general aſſembly, or 

then ſome meeting of the Bifhops; and that at this ſynod ther- 
will be ſome commiſſioners cholen by the Biſhop : which new 5 
have ſo taken up my mind, that I am not ſo ſettled for ſtudies as 
have been before; and therefore was never in ſuch fear for th. 
work, But becauſe it is written to me as a fecret, I dare not re- 
veal it to any, but to yourſelf, whom I know: and therefore I in- 4 Ws 
treat you, not for any comfort of mine, who am but one man, but 1 
for the glory and honour of Jeſus Chriſt, the Maſter of the ban 1 
=. K k k quet, [ 
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quet, be more earneſt with God, and in general ſhew others of 
your Chriſtian acquaintance my fears for myſelf, I can be content 
of ſhame in that work, if my Lord and Maſter be honoured ; and 
therefore petition our Lord, eſpecially to ſee to his own glory, and 
to give bread to his hungry bairns, howbeit I go hungry away from 
the feaſt. Requeſt Mr. Robert from me, if he come not, remem- 


ber us to our Lord. I have neither time, nor a free diſpoſed mind 


to write to yon anent your own caſe. Send me word, if all your 
children and huſband be well: ſeeing they are not yours, but your 
dear Lord's, eſteem them but as borrowed, and lay them down at 
God's feet; your Chriſt to you is better than they all. You will 
pardon my unaccuſtomed ſhort letter, and remember me, and that 
honourable feaſt, to our Lord Jeſns. He was with us before, [ 
hope he will not change upon us, but I fear I have changed upon 


i him; but Lord, let old kindneſs ſand Jeſus Chriſt be with your 


1 pirit. 
Awwoth, | Yours i in his fiveet Lord 
N 12 5 Fefus, S. R. 
COODDOCCDICCOGOCOCOGOCOCLIIOCOGODSOCCICOCK, 
11 To MARION MACKNAUGHT, | 


Well-belrued and dear Halter, e 
Y tender affection in Chriſt remembered. I left yon in az 
great heavineſs as I was in ſince I came to this country: but 
I know you doubt not, but (as the truth in Chrift is) my foul is 


knit to your ſoul, and to the ſouls of all yours, and would, if 1 Þ 


could fend you the largeſt part of my heart incloſed in this letter: 


but, by fervent calling upon my Lord, I have attained ſome victory 
over my heart, which runneth often not knowing whither, and of 
my beguiling hopes which I know now better than I did; and 


truſts in my Lord, to hold aloof from the inticings of a ſeducing 
heart, by which I am daily cozened ; and minds not, by his grace, 
who hath called me according to his eternal purpoſe, to come ſo 
far within the grips of my fooliſh mind, gripping about any folly 
coming its way, as the woodbind or ivy goeth about the tree. 
adoxe and kits the providence of my Lord, who knoweth well what 
is moſt expedient for me, and for you and your children; and! 
think of you, as of myſelf, that the Lord, who turneth (in his deep 
wiſdom) about all the wheels and turnings of ſuch changes, (hall 
alſo diſpoſe of that for the beſt to you and yours. In the preſenc: 
of my Lord, F am not able, howbeit I would, to conceive amils 
of you, in that matter : grace, grace for ever upon you and your 
ſeed; and it ſhall be your portion, in deſpite of all the powers o 
darkneſs: donot make more qeuſtion of this. But the Lord faw : 
nail in my heart looſe, and he hath now faſtened it, honour be te 
his Majeſty, 1 hear your {on is entered to the ſchool ; if 1 had 
. know! 
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known of the day, I would have begged from our Lord, that he 


would have put the book in kis hand, with his own hand: I truſt 
in my Lord it is fo, and I conceive hope, to ſee him a ſtar to give 


light in ſome room of our Lord's houſe; and purpoſe, by the Lord's 


grace, as I am able, (if our Lord call you to reſtbefore me) when 


| you are at your home, to do the uttermoſt of my power to he 


him every way, in grace and learning, and his brother, and all your 
children; and I hope you would expect that of me. Further 
you ſhall know, that Mr. W. D. is come home, who faith, it is : 
miracle that your husband in this procels before the council, eſcap- 
ed both diſcredit and damage: let it not be forgotten, he was 
our apprehenſion, to our grief, caſt down and humbled in the Lord's 
work, in that matter betwixt him and the bailey ; now the Lord 
hath honoured him, and made him famous for virtue, honeſty and 
integrity, two ſeveral times before the nobles of this kingdom 
Your Lord liveth, we will go to his throne of grace again ; 1. 
arm is not ſhortened. The king is certainly expected. III is fear- 
ed; we have cauſe for our fins, to fear that the Bridegroom thai! 


| be taken from us: by our ſins, we have rent his fair garments, and 


we have ſtirred up and awakened our Beloved ; pray him to tar- 
ry, or then to take us with him. It were good that we ſhould 
knock and rap at our Lord's door: we may not tire to knock often- 
er than twice or thrice, he knoweth the knock of his friends. T 
am ſtill what I was ever to your dear children, tendering their 
ſouls happineſs, and praying that grace, grace, grace, mercy and 
peace from God, even God our Father, and our Lord Jeſus, may 
be their portion ; and that now, while they are green and young, 
their hearts may take band with Jeſus the Corner-ſtone, and win 
once in, in our Lord and Saviour's houſe, and then they will not 
get leave to flit. Pray for me, and eſpecially for humility and 
thankfulneſs. I have always remembrance of you, and your hus- 
band, and dear children: the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Antboth. ” Yours evermore in my dear Lord Feſus 


and yours, S. R. 


——..... CM eb ern ei Ko eeod , 


12. 70 MARION MACNAUGHT, 
Well. belbved and dear ſiſter, 3 
M Y love in Chriſt remembered. God hath brought me home 
from a place where have been exerciſed wich great heavi- 
neſs; and I have found at home new matter of heavineſs, yet dar. 


not but in all things give thanks: in my buſineſs in Edinburgh, 
] have not ſinned, nor wronged my party, by his own confeſſion 


and by the confeſſion of his friends; I have given my goods fo; 
peace, and the ſaving of my Lord's truth from reproaches, whic| 
is dearer to me than all I have. My mother is weak, and I think 
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{hall leave me alone; but I am not alone, Becauſe Chriſt's Father is 
with me. For your buſineſs anent your town, I ſee great evidences; 
but Satan and his inſtruments are againſt it, and few ſet their 
ſhoulders to Chriſt's ſhoulder to help him : but he will do all his a- 
lone; and I dare not but exhort you to believe, and perſuade you, 
that the hungry in your city ſhall be fed, and the reſt that want 2 
ſtomach, the parings of God's loaf will ſuffice them; and there- 
fore believe it ſhall be well. I may not leave my mother to come 
and confer with you of all particulars ; I have given ſuch directions 


to our dear friend as I can, but the event is in our Lord's hand. 


God's Zion abroad flonriſheth, and his arm is not ſhortened with us, 
if we could believe. There is ſcarcity and a famine. of the word of 
God in Edinburgh. Your ſiſter J. laboureth mighiily in our buſi- 
neſs; but hath not as yet gotten an anſwer from J. P. Mr. A. C. 
will work what he can. My Lady faith ſhe can do little, and that 
it ſniteth not her husband well to ſpeak in ſuch an affair: I told 
her my mind plainly. I long to know of your eſtate: remember 
me heartily to your dear husband; grace be the portion of your 
bairns. I know you are mindful of the green wound of our ſiſter 


kirk in Ireland: bid our Lord lay a plaiſter to it; he hath good 


ſkill to do fo, and ſet others to work. Grace, grace upon your 
ſoul and body, and all yours, . 
Anwoth. | | Yours in Chriſt, 8. R. 


TTT 
13. For MARION MAC NAUGH T. 


Well beloved and dear ſiſtier, 
Know your heart is caſt down, for the deſolation like to come 
upon this kirk, and the appearance that an hireling ſhall be 
thruſt in upon Chriſt's flock in that town ; but ſend a heavy heart 
up to Chriſt, it will be welcome. Theſe who are with the beaſt 
and the dragon muſt make war with the Lamb: but the Lamb 


ſhall overcome them; for he is the Lord of Lords, and King of 


Kings; and they who are with him are called, and choſen, and 
faithful, Rev. xvii. 14. Our ten days will have an end; all the 
former things ſhall be forgotten, when we ſhall be up before the 
throne: Chriſt hath been ever thus in the world, he hath always 
the defender's part, and hath been till in the camp, fighting the 
church's battles. The enemies of the Son of God will be fed 
with their own fleſh, and ſhall drink their own blood; and there- 
fore their part of it ſhall at laſt be found hard enough; ſo that we 
may look forward and pity them. Until the number of the elect 
be fulfilled, Chriſt's garments muſt be rolled in blood: he cometh 
from Edom, from the ſlaughter of his enemies, Iſa. Ixiii 1. clothed 
with dyed garments, glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 


neſs of his ſtrength, Who is this (faith he) that appears in this 
' | glorious 
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Epiſt. 13. LETTERS 445 
glorious poſture ? Our great He, that He who is mighty to ſave ; 

whoſe glory ſhineth, while he ſprinkleth the blood of his adverſa- 

ries upon his garments, and ſtaineth all his raiment. The glory 
of his rightcous revenges ſhineth forth in theſe ſtains: but ſeeing 
our world is not here away, we poor children, far from home, mult 
ſteal through many waters, weeping as we go, and Withal believ- 
ing, that we do the Lord's faithfulneſs no wrong, ſeeing he hath 
ſaid, Iſa. Ii. 12, I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art 
thou that art afraid of a man that ſhall die, and of the fon of man 
that ſha!! be made as graſs ? Iſa, xliii. 2. When thou paſſeſt through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they ſhall 
not flow thee; when thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhale 


nay be tornt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.” There is 


a gathering, and a ſtorm coming; this land ſhall be turned 
ap vn: and if ever the Lord ſpake to me (think on it) 
Chi"! : bride will be glad of an hole to hide her head in; and the 
dragon may ſo far prevail, as to chaſe the woman and her Man- 
child over ſea : but there ſhall be a gleaning, two or three berries 
left in the top of the olive tree, of whom God ſhall ſay, Deſtroy 
them not; for there is a bleſſing in them. Thereafter there ſhall 
be a fair ſun-blink on Chriſt's old ſpouſe, and clear ſæy, and ſhe ſhall 
ſing as in the days of her youth. The Antichriſt and the great 
red dragon will lop Chriſt's branches, and bring his vine to a lou 
ſtump, under the feet of thoſe who carry the mark of the beaſt ; but 
the Plant of renown, the Man whoſe name is the BRANCE, will 
bud forth again and bloſſom as the roſe, and there ſhall be fair 
white flouriſhes again, with moſt pleaſant fruits upon that Tree of 
life : a fair ſeaſon may he have ! Grace, grace be upon that bleſſed 


and beautiful Tree! under whoſe ſhadow we ſhall fit, and his 


fruit ſhall be ſweet to our taſte. But Chriſt ſhall woo his hand- 
jul in the fire, and chuſe his own in the furnace of affliftion : but, 


be it ſo, he dow not, he will not ſlay his children; love will not 


let him make a full end; the covenant will cauſe him hold his 
hand. Fear not then (faith the Firſt and the Laſt, he who was 


dead and is alive) we fee not Chriſt ſharpening and furbiſhing his 
{word for his enemies; and therefore our faithleſs hearts ſay, as 


Zion did, The Lord bath forſaken me, But God reproveth her, 
and faith, Well, well, Zion, is that well ſaid? think again on it; 
you are in the wrong to me: Iſa. xlix. 15. Can a woman forget 
her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the fruit 
of her womb ? Yea, ſhe may; yet will L not forget thee. Ver. 16. 


Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands. You 


break your heart, and grow heavy, and forget that Chriſt hath 


your name ingraven on the palms of his hands, in great letters. In 


the name of the Son of God believe, buried Scotland, dead and by- 


ried in her dear Bri-legroom, ſhall riſe the third day again, and there 
8 5 1 8 | (Raj) 
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445 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 4, 
fall he a new growth after the old timber is cut down. I recom- 
mend you and your burdens, and heavy heart, to the ſupportings 
of his grace and good-will who dwelt in the buſh, to him who 
was ſeparate from his brethren. Try your husband afar off, to 
fee if he can be induced to think upon going to America. O to 
fe the fight next to Chriſt's coming in the clouds the moſt joyful x 
dur elder brethren, the Jews, and Chriſt fall upon one anothers 
necks, and kiſs each other! They have been long aſunder, they 
will be kind to one another when they meet: O day! O longed 
for, and lovely day, dawn! O ſweet Jeſus, let me ſee that ſight 
that will be as life from the dead, Thee and thy ancient people in 
mutual embraces ! Deſire your daughter to cloſe with Chriſt, up. 
on terms of ſuffering for him; for the croſs is an old mealing, and 
plot of ground that lieth to Chriſt's houſe : our Chief had ay at 
rent lying to his inheritance ; but tell her, The day is near th 
dawning, the ſky is reviving, our Beloved will be on us, ere ever 
we be aware; the Antichriſt, and death, and hell, and Chriſt's e- 
| nemies and ours will be bound, and caſt into the bottomleſs pit, 
| The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


—. 


| Arwcth, April 22. Yours in his feweet Lord 
; | 1635. | Flut, S. R. 


14. For MARLON MACNAUGHT. 


| Loving and dear ſiſter, „ 
ii Dor Lion's fake hold not your peace, neither be diſcouraged for 
F the on- going of this perſecution ; Jehovah is in this burning 
| buſh. The floods may {well and roar, but our ark ſhall ſwim a- 
bove the waters; it cannot fink, becauſe a Saviour is in it. Be- 
cauſe our Beloved was not let in by his ſpouſe, when he ſtood at 
4 the door with his wet and frozen head; therefore he will have us 
| do ſeek him a while: and while we are ſeeking, the watchmen, that 
£0 about the walls, have ſtricken the poor woman, and have taken 
away her vail from her; but yet a little while, and our Lord will 
14 come again: Scotland's ſky will clear again; her moment mult go 
over. I dare in faith ſay, and write (I am not now dreaming) Chriſt 
is but ſeeking) what he will. have and make) a clean gliſtering bride 
out of the fire: God fend him his errand ; but he cannot want 
what he ſeeks. In the mean time, one way or other, he ſhall find 
or make a neſt for his mourning dove. What is this we are a 
doing, breaking the neck of our faith ? We are not come as yet to 
dhe mouth of the Red-ſea; and howbeit we were, for his honour's 
jake he muſt dry it up. It is our part to die gripping and holding 
faſt his faithful promiſe, If the beaſt ſhould get leave to ride 
through the Land, and to fea! ſuch as are his, he will not get one 
zamb with him, for theſe are ſecured, and ſealed as the ſervauts $ 
| _ God. 
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God. In Chriſt's name, let Chriſt take his barn · floor, and all that 
is in it, to a hill and winnow it; let him ſift his corn, and ſweep 
his houſe, and ſeek his gold. The Lord ſhall cog the rumbling 


wheels, or turn them; for the remainder of wrath doth he reſtrain : 


he can looſe the belt of kings; to God their belt, wherewith they 
are girt, is knit with a ſingle draw-knot. As for a paſtor to your 
town, your conſcience can bear you witneſs, you have done your 
part; let the Maſter of the vineyard now fee to his garden, ſeeing 
you have gone on, till he hath ſaid, Stand till: the will of the 
Lord be done; but a trial is not to give up with God, and believe 
no more. I thank my God in Chriſt, I find the force of my temp- 
tation abated, and its edge blunted, ſince I ſpoke to you laſt: Þ 
know not, if the tempter be hovering, until he find the dam gather a- 
gain, and the more ſecure; but it hath been my burden: and Iam yet 
more confident, the Lord will ſuccour and deliver. Iintend, God wil- 
ling, that our communion ſhall be celebrate the firſt ſabbath after 
Paich : our Lord, that great Maſter of the feaſt, ſend us one hearty 
and heartſome ſupper ; for I look it ſhall be the laft : but we ex- 
pect, when the ſhadows ſhall flee away, and the day dawn, and our 
Lord ſhall come to his garden, that he ſhall feed us in green paſtures 
without fear; the dogs ſhall not then be hounded out amongſt the 


[- ſheep. I earneſtly defire your prayers, for aſſiſtance at our work; 


and put others with you to do the ſame. Remember me to your 

husband; and defire your daughter to be kind to Chriſt, and ſeek 

to win near him; he will give her a welcome into his houſe of 

wine, and bring her into the King's chambers : O how will the fight 

of his face, and the ſmell of his garments allure and raviſh the heart! 

Now the love of the lovely Son of God be with you. 

. Anwoth, © --* DVDs in his ſweet Lord 
1635. Feſus, 8. R. 


15. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Miſtreſs, 5 ; | 
M V love in Chriſt remembered. Having appointed a meeting 


with Mr. D. D. and knowing that B. will not keep the 


presbytery, I cannot fee you now: commend my journey to God; 
my foul bleſſeth you for your laſt letter. Be not diſcouraged, 
Chriſt will not want the iſles- men; the iſles ſhall wait for his law: 
we are his inheritance, and he will ſell no part of his inheritance. 
For the ſins of this land, and our breach of the covenant, con- 
tempt of the goſpel, and our de fection from the truth, he hath fer 
up a burning furnace in mount Zion: but J ſay it, and will abide 
by it, The graſs ſhall yet g*-w green on our mount Zion: there 
till be a dew all the night pon the lilies, amongſt which Chriſt 
te.d<th, until the day break, nd the ſhadows flee away: and tie moth 


ſhall 
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{hall eat up the enemies of Chriſt, Iſa. l. 9. Let them make a 
fire of their own, and walk in the light thereof, it ſhall not let 
them ſee to go to their bed; but they ſhall ly down in ſorroy :! 
therefore rejoice and believe. Thus in haſte. Grace, grace be 
with you and yours. | 


Anuoth. Yours in Chriſt, S. R. 


16. Fir MARLON MACNAUGHT. 


Loving and dear ſiſter, A 
Fear that you be moved and caſt down, becauſe of the late 

wrong that your husband received in your town council: but 
{ pray you, comfort yourſelf in the Lord; for a juſt cauſe bides 
ander the water only as long as wicked men hold their hand above 
it; their arm will weary, and then the juſt cauſe ſhall ſwim 
above, and the light that is ſown for ihe righeous ſhall ſpring and 
grow up. If ye were not ſtrangers here, the dogs of the world 
would not bark at you, 2 Cor. vi. 8. You ſhall ſee all the wind- 
ings and turnings, that are in your way to heaven, out of God's 


word: for he will not lead you to the kingdom at the neareſt : but 


you muſt go through honour and diſhonour, by evil report and good 


port; as deceivers, and yet true; ver. 9. As unknown, and yet 


Well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chaſtened, and 
wot killed; ver. 10. As ſorrowful, and yet always rejoicing. The 
world is one of the enemies that we have to fight with, outa van- 
quiſned and overcome enemy, and like a beaten and forlorn ſoldier ; 


tor our Jeſus hath taken the armour from it; let me then ſpeak to 


you in his words; Be of good courage, faith the Captaia of our 
vation, for I have overcome the world. You ſhall neither be free 
the ſcourge of the tongue, nor of diſgraces, even if it were buf- 


f-tings and ſpittings upon the face, as was our Saviour's cafe, if 


you follow Jeſus Chriſt: I beſeech you in the bowels of our Lord 
Jeſus, keep a good conſcience (as I truſt you do) you live not up- 
on men's opinion; gold may be gold, and have the king's ſtamp 
upon it, when it is trampled upon by men. Happy are you, it 


| when the world trampleth upon you in your credit and good name, 
yet you are the Lord's gold, ftamped with the King of heaven's 


nage, and ſeated by his Spirit unto the day of your redemption. 


Pray for the ſpirit of love, 1 Cor. xili. 7. © Love bearcth all things, 


believeth all things, hopeth all things, and endureth all things. 
And pray you and your husband, yea, I charge you before God, 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect angels, pray for theſe your 
24ycriaries: and read this to your husband from me; and let both 


_ of you put on, as the elect of God, bowels of mercies. And, ſi- 


en, remember how many thouſands of talents of fins your Maſter 
dach forgiven you: forgive ye therefore your fellow Frags 7 
talent; 


* 1 9 


talent; follow God's command in this, and ſeek not after your 


own heart, and after your own eyes, in this matter, as the Spirit 


ſpeaks, Numb. xv. 39. Aſk never the counſel of your own heart 
here; the world will blow up your heart now, and cauſe it ell, 


| except the grace of God cauſe it fall. Jeſus, even jeſas the er- 
nal Wiſdom of the Father, give you wiſdom : I truſt God ſhal! 


glorified in you; and a door ſhall be opened unto you, as the Lord's 


| priſoners of hope, as Zechariah ſpeaks. It is a benefit to you, that 
the wicked are God's fan to purge you ; and I hope they ſhall blow 
| away 10 corn, or ſpiritual graces, but only your chaff: I pray yoo, 
in your purſuit, have {o recourſe to the law of men, that you wan- 
der not from the law of God. Be not caſt down: if you faw him, 
| who is ſtanding on the ſhore, holding out his arms to welcome you 
to land, you would not only wade through a ſea of wrongs, but 
through heli irſelf, to be at him; and I truſt in God, you fee 
him ſometimes, The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, and al! 


E yours. | 
| Anwith. Your brother in the Lord, S. R. 
; PP. ˙ mA AD TION CIT IHR EC, > 


17. To MARION MACKNAUGHT 


Worthy and dear ſiſter, | | 
Y deareſt love in Chriſt remembered. As to that buſineſs, 
which I know you would fo fain have taking effect. my 


* earneſt deſire is, chat you ſtand till; haſte not, and you ſhail fe: 
the ſalvation of God. The great Maſter-gardener, the Father oi 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in a wonderful providence, with his own 
hand, (I dare, if it were to edification, ſwear it) planted me here, 
where by his grace, in this part of his vineyard, I grow : I dare not 
| ſay, but Satan and the world (one of his pages, whom he ſends his 
| crrands) have ſaid otherwiſe ; and here I will abide til che great 
| Maſter of the vineyard think fit to tranſplant me: but when he ſecs 
| mect to looſe me at the root, and to plant me where I may be 
| more uſeful, both as to fruit and ſhadow; and when he who plant- 
eth, pulleth up that he may tranſplant, who dare put to their hand 
and hinder? if they do, God ſhall break their arm at the ſhoulder - 
| blade, and do his turn, When our Lord is going welt, the devil 
and world go eaſt; and do you not know, that it hath been ever 
| this way betwixt God and the world, God drawing, and they 
holding; God, Yea, and the world, Nay? but they fall on the. 
back and are fruſtrate, and our Lord holdeth his grip. Wher-- 
fore doth the world ſay, that our Chriſt, the Goodman of this houie, 


his dear kirk, hath feet like fine braſs, as if they burned in a fur- 


| Race? Rev. i, 15. for no other cauſe, but becauſe where our Lord 


ſetteth down his brazen feet, he will forward; and whitherfoever 


| be looketh, he will follow his look ; and his feet burn all under 


om 


i * +11 | them, 
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them, like as fire doth ſtubble and thorns, I think he bath 
now given the world a proof of his exceeding great power, whey 
he is doing ſuch great things, wherein Zion is concerned, by th, 


* ſword of the Swediſh king, as of a Gideon. As you love the 10 


ry of God, pray inſtantly (yea, engage all your praying acquainz. 
ance, and take their faithful promiſe to do the like) for this king 


bylon's corner ſtones ; pray him to hold on: for that city muſt fal 
and the birds of the air and the beaſts of the earth muſt make ; 
banquet of Babylon; for he hath invited them to eat the fleſh g 
that whore, and to drink her blood: and the cup of the Lord: 
ripht-hand ſhall be turned unto her, and ſnameful ſpueing ſhall b: 
upon her glory! He, whoſe word mult ſtand, hath faid, Take 
this cup at the hand of the Lord, and drink, and be drunken, and 
ſpue and fall, and riſe no more,” Jer. xxv. 17, Our Jeſus ſetting up 
himſelf as his Father's Enſign, Iſa. xi. 10. as God's fair white Ce. 
fours, that his ſoldiers may flock about him: long, long may the: 
Colours ſtand ! It is long ſince he diſplayed a banner againſt Baby. 


lon, in the ſight of men and angels; let us rejoice and triumph ir 


our God, the victory is certain; for when Chriſt and Babel wreſll, 
then angels and ſaints may prepare themſelves to ſing, Babylon the 
great is fallen, is fallen, Howbeit that Prince of renown, preci 


will laugh again; and it is time enough for us to laugh when ot 
Lord Chriſt laugheth, and that will be ſhortly : for when we hea; 


of wars and rumours of wars, the Judpe's feet are then before the 


door, and he muſt be in heaven, giving order to the angels to make 


themſelves ready, and prepare their hooks and ſickles tor that great Þ deep 


harveſt, Chrift will be upon us in haſte; watch but a little, and 
ere long the ſkies will rive, and that fair lovely Perſon, Jeſus, ſhall 
come in the clouds, freighted and loaded with glory; and then all 
theſe knaves and foxes, that deftroyed the vines, mall call to the 
hills, and cry to the mountains to cover them, and hide them 
from the face of him who ſitteth upon the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb. Remember me to your husband; 
and dchre him from me to help Chrift, and to take his part, and 
in judgment fide ever with him, and receive a blow patient) 
for his lake ; for he is worthy to be fuffered for, not only to blows, 
but alſo toblcod : he ſhall find, that innocency and uprightneſs 1a 
j 4zment ſhall hoid its feet, and make him happy, when jouking 
will not do it. I ſpeak this, becauſe a perſon ſaid to me, I pray 


God, the country be not in worſe caſe now, when the provoſt and 
baillies are agrecd than formerly: to whom I replied, I truſt the 
rovoſt is agreed with the man's perſon, but not with his faults. | 
pr:.y for you, with my whole foal and deſire, that your chilorea 
£49 © bh aj 


and every one that Zion's King armeth, to execute the write 
vengeance on Babylon: our Lord hath begun to looſe ſome of B. 
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may walk in the truth; and that the Lord may ſhine upon them, 
2nd make their faces to ſhine, when the faces of others ſhall bluſh. 
dare promiſe them in his name, whoſe truth I preach; if they will 
but try God's ſervice, that they ſhall find him the ſweeteſt Maſter 
that ever they ſerved: and defire them from me, but to try for a 
while the ſervice of this bleſſed Maſter, and then if his ſervice be 
not ſweet, if it afford not what is pleaſant to the ſoul's taſte, change 


him upon trial and ſeek a better. Chriſt is an unknown Chriſt to 


young ones, and therefore they ſeck him not, becauſe they know him 


not. Bid them come and fee, and ſeck a kiſs of his mouth: and 


then they will find his mouth 1s ſo ſweet, that they will be everlaſt- 


| ingly chained unto him, by their own conſent. If I have any cre- 


dit with your children, I intreat them in Chriſt's name, to try 


| what truth and reality is in what I ſay, and leave not his ſervice, 


till they have found me a liar: I pave you, your huſband and 


| them, to his k2eping, to whom I have, and dare venture myſelf 
and foul, even to our dear Friend Jeſus Chriſt, in whom I am 


 Anwoth, Yours, S. R. 
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18. For MARION MACNAUGHT. 
IW«ll-belgued ſiſter, 


I deareſt love in Chriſt remembered to you: know that I. 


am in great heavineſs for the pitifal caſe of our Lord's kirk. 


hear the cauſe, why Dr. Burton is committed to priſon, is, bis 
* writing and preaching againſt the Arminians : I therefore intreat 
the aid of your prayers for myſelf, and the Lord's captives of hope, 
and for Zion, The Lord hath and daily lets me fee clearly, how 


cep furrows Arminianiſm, and the followers of it, ſhall draw up- 
the back of God's Iirael (but our Lord cuts the cords of the wick- 


| ed) Iſa. xlix. ver. 14. But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath forſaken ' 


me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.“ Lam. i. ver. 2. Zion 
| weepcth fore in the night, and her tears are upon her checks: a- 
mongſt her lovers ſhe hath none to comfort her, all her friends have 
dealt treacherouſly with her and are become her enemies.“ Tia. 


i. ver. 22, Our ſilver is become drots, our wine is mixed with 


| water,” Lam. iv. ver. 1. * How is the gold become dim? how is 


the fine gold changed? the ſtones of the ſanctuary are poured ont 


| in the top of every ſtreet,” Ver! 2. The precious ſons of Zion, 
comparable to fine gold, how are they eſteemed as earthen pitchers, 
| tne work of the hands of the potrer ?* It is time now for the 


Lord's ſecret ones, who favour the duſt of Zion, to cry, How long, 
Lord? and to go up to their watch-tower, and to ſtay there, and 


not to come down, until the viſien ſpeak ; for it will ſpeak, Hab. 
n. In the mean time, The juſt ſhall live by faith. Let us wait 
oa, and not weary, I hive not a thread to hang upon and reit, 
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but this one, Iſa. xlix. ver. 15. Can a woman forget her ſuck. 
ing child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her 
womb? yea, ſhe may forget, yet will I not forget thee,” Ver. 16, 


* Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls 


are continually before me.“ For all outward helps do fail; it is 
time therefore for us to hang ourſelves, as our Lord's veſſels, upon 


the nail that is faſtened in a ſure place. We would make ſtakes 


of our own faſtening, but they will break. Our Lord will have 
Zion on his own nail. Edom is buſy within us, and Babel with. 
out us, againſt the handful of Jacob's ſeed. It were beſt that we 
were upon Chriſt's {ide of it, for his enemies will get the ſtakes to 


| keep (as the proverb is) our greateſt difficulty will be, to win on 


upon the Rock now, when the wind and waves of perſecution are 
ſo lofty and proud. Let ſweet Jeſus take us by the hand; neither 
muſt we think that it will be otherwiſe, for it is told to the fouls 
under the altar, Rev. vi. That their fellow ſervants muſt be killed 
as they were.“ Surely it cannot be long till day. Nay, hear him 
{iy, Rchold, I come, my dear bride; think not long, I ſhall be at 
you at once; Ihear you, and am coming. Amen, Even ſo come, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly; for the priſoners of hope are lookin 

out at the priſon- windows, to ſee if they can behold the King's 


ambaſſador coming with the King's warrant, and the keys. I write 
not to you by gueſs now, becauſe 1 have a warrant to ſay unto 


you, the garments of Chriſt's ſpouſe muſt be once again dyed in 
blood, as long ago her Huſband's was; but our Father ſees his 
bleeding Son. What I write unto you, ſhewitto I. G. Grace, 
grace, grace and mercy be with you, your husband and children, 
Anwoth. Yeurs in the Lord, S. R. 
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19. To MARION MACNAUGHT. 
WWell-betrved and dear ſiſter in Chriſt, 


1 Could not get an anſwer written to your letter till now, in reſpe& 


of my wife's diſeaſe, and ſhe is yet mightily pained; 1 hope 
all ſhall end in God's mercy : I know that an afflicted life looks ve- 


ry like the way that leads to the kingdom; for the apoſtle, Acts 


xiv. 22, hath drawn the line, and King's market-way, Through 


much tribulation to the kingdom. The Lord grant vs the whole 
armour of God. Ye write to me concerning your peoples diſpo- 


ſitlon, how their hearts are inclined toward the man you know, 


and whom you defire moſt carneſtly yourſelf. He would moſt 


giadly have the Lord's call for tranſplantation; for he knows, all 
God's plants, ſet by his own hand, thrive well; and if the work 
be of God, he can make a ſtepping ſtone of the devil himſelf, for 


ſetting forward the work. For yourſelf, I would adviſe you to ak 


of God a ſubmiſſive heart, Your reward ſhall be with the Lord. 
. | tthough 


ſ 


Although the people be not gathered (as the prophet ſpeaks) and 
ſuppoſe the word do not profper, God fhall account you a repairer 
of the breaches. And take Chrift cantion, ye ſhall not loſe your 


reward. Hold your grip faſt. If ye knew the mind of the glori- 
fied in heaven, they think heaven come to their hand at an eaſy 


market, when they have got it for threeſcore or fourſcore years 
wreſtling with God. When ye are come thither, ye ſhall think, 
all I did, in reſpect of my rich reward now enjoyed of free grace, 
was too little. Now then, for the love of the Prince of your ſal- 
vation, who is ſtanding at the end of your way, holding up in his 
hand\he prize and the garland to the race-runners ; forward, for- 
ward, faint not; take as many to heaven with you, as ye are able 
to draw : the more ye draw with you, ye ſhall be the welcomer 


| yourſelf, Be no niggard or ſparing chnrl of the grace of God; 


and employ all your endeavours for eſtabliſhing an honeſt miniſtr 

in your town, now when ye have ſo few to ſpeak a good word for 
you, I have many a grieved heart daily in my calling : I would 
be undone, if I had not acceſs to the King's chamber of preſence, 
to ſhew him all the buſineſs. The devil rages and is mad, to ſee 


the water drawn from his own mill; but would to God, we could 
be the Lord's inftruments to build the Son of God's houſe. - Pray 


for me. If the Lord furniſh not new timber from Lebanon, to build 
the houſe, the work will ceaſe. I look to him, who hath begun 


well with me; I have his hand- writ, he will not change Your 


daughter is well, and longs for a Bible. The Lord eftabliſh you 


in peace. The Lord Jctus be with your ſpirit. | 
Anwoth, OO Vours at all power 
in Chriſt, S. R. 
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20. To MARION MAC NAU GHT. 
Miſireſs, | 


A Y love in Chriſt remembered. Our communion is on fab- 
bath come eight days, I will intreat you to recommend it to 

God, and to pray for me in that work, I have more fins upon me 
now than the laſt time; therefore I will beſeech you in Chriſt, ſeek. 
this petition to me from God, that the Lord would give me grace 
to vow and perform new obedience. I have cauſe to ſuit this of 


you, and thew it to Thomas Carſen, Fergus and Jane Brown; for 


L have been, and am excecdingly caſt down, and am fighting againſt 


a malicions devil, of whom I can wia little ground: and I would 


think a ſpoil, plucked from him and his truſty ſervant fin, a law- 


ful and juſt conqueſt; and it were no in to take from him. In the 
name of the Goodman of our houſe, King Jeſus, I invite you to 
the banquet : he ſaith, ye ſhall be dearly welcome to him. And I 
deſire to believe, (howbcit not without great fear) he ſhall be as 


hearty 
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hearty in his own houſe, as he has been before. For me it is but 
ſmall reckoning; but I would fain have our Father and Lord to 


break. the fair Loaf, Chriſt, and to diſtribute his ſlain Son amongſt 
the bairns of his houſe; and that, if any were a ſtep-bairn, in re- 


ſpect of comfort and ſenſe, it were rather myſelt than his poor 
bairns. Therefore bid our Well-beloved come to his garden, and 
feed among the lilies. And as concerning Zion, I hope our Lord, 
who, Zech. ii. ſent his angel with a meaſuring-line in his hand, to 
meaſure the length and breadth of Jeruſalem, in token he would 
not want a foot-length or inch of his own free heritage, ſhall take 
order with thoſe who have taken away many acres of his ow. land 
from him; and God will build Jerufalem in the old ſtead and place, 
where it was before; in this hope, rejoice and be glad, Chriſt's 
garment was not diptin blood for nothing, but for his bride, whom 
be bought with ſtrokes, I will defire you to remember my old 
ſuits to God, God's glory and increaſe of light, that T dry not up. 
For your town, hope and believe, that the Lord will gather in his 


| looſe ſheaves among you to his barn, and ſend one with a well 


toothed ſharp hook, and ſtrong gardies, to reap his harveſt, And 
the Lord Jeſus be Huſbandman, and overſee the growing. Remem- 
ber my love to your husband and to Samael: grace upon vou und 
your children; Lord make them corner ſtones in Jeruſalem, and 
give them grace in their youth, to take band with the fair chief 
Corner- ſtone, who was hewed out of the mountain without hands, 
and pot many a knock with his Father's fore-hammer, and endur- 
ed them all, and the ſtone did neither cleave nor break; upon that 
{tone your foul to ly, King Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Anwoth, Yenr friend in his well-bel;ved 
| Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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21. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Much loncured and dear miſtreſs, 810 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. I am grieved at the heart to 
N write any thing to you, to breed heavineſs to you ; and 
what I have written, I wrote it with much heavineſs. But ] in- 


treat you in Chriſt's name, when my ſoul is under wreſtlings, and 


ſceking direction frc-n our Lord, (to whom his vineyard belongeth) 
whither I ſhall go, ge me liberty to adviſe, and try all airths and 
paths, to ſee whether he geeth before me and leadeth me: for it ! 
were aſſured of God's call to your town, let m arm fall from my 
ſoulder-blade and loſe power, and my right eye be dried up. which 
is the judgment of the idol ſhepherd, Zech. xi. 17. if I would not 
ſwim through the water without a boat, cre] ſat his bidding. Put 
if ye knew my doubtings and fears in that, ye would ſuffer with 


me. Whether they be temptations, or impediments caſt po 15 
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God, I know not; but you have now cauſe yo thank God: for, 
ſeeing the Biſhop hath given you ſuch a promiſe, he will give you 


an honeſt man, more willingly than he will permit me to come to 
you. And, as I ever intreated you, put the buſineſs out of your 
hand in the Lord's reverence ; and try of him, if ye have warrant 


of him to ſeek no man in the world, but one only, when there are 


choice of good men to be had; howbeit they be too ſcarce, yet they 
are. And what God faith to me in the buſineſs, I reſolve by bis 
grace to do; for | know not what he will do with me, but God 
ſhall fill you with joy ere the buſineſs be ended : for 1 perſuade 
myſcif, our Lord Jeſus hath ſtirred you up already to do good in 


the baſinefs, and ye ſhall not loſe your reward. I have heard your 


husband and Samuel have been ſick. The man who is called the 
Branch and God's Fellow, who ſtandeth befoze his Father, will be 
your ſtay and help, Zech. xili. 7. I would J were able to com- 
fort your ſoul; but have patience and itand ſtill: he that believ- 
eth maketh not haſte, Thi matter of Cramond, caſt in at this 
time, is either a temptation, having fallen out at this time, or then 
it will clear all my doubts, and let you fee the Lord's will. Bur 


I never knew my own part in the buſineſs till now; I thoughtT 
was more willing to have embraced the charge in your town than! 
am, or am able to win to. I know ye pray that God would reſolve 


me what to do; and will interpret me, as love biddeth yon, which 
thinketh not il, and belisveth all things, and hopcth all things. 
Would ye have more than the Son of Cod! ? and ye have him al- 

ready, and ye ſhall be fed by the Carver of the meat, be who he 
will; and theſe who are hungry, look more to the meat than to the 
carver. I cannot fee you the next week. If my Lady come home, 
I mult viſit her. The week thereafter there will be a preebytery 
at Girtoun; God will diſpoſe of the meeting. Grace upon you, 


; and your ſeed and husband: the Lord d Jeſua be with your ſpirit. 


Anwith. Che _ Tours 772 Cor LL 
22. To MARION MACENAUGHT:. 
W:rthy and well-beloved miſtreſs, _ 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. I have ſent you a letter from 
Mr. David Dickſon, concerning the placing of Mi, Hugh 


> MacKull with themſelves ; therefore I write to you now, only to 
* Utreat you in Chriſt not to be diſcouraged thereat : be ſubmiſſive 
to the will of your dear Lord, who knoweth beſt what is 300d for 
Jour foul and your town both; for God can come over greater 
mountains than thele, we believe; for he worketh his prea' aſt 
works contrary to carnal reaſon a means. My ways are noc 

Ch our Lord) as your ways; neither are my hougits as vour 


gougtits, 


= 
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thoughts, Iſa, lv. Iam no whit put from my belief for all that; 


believe, pray, and uſe means. We ſhall cauſe Mr. John Ker, who 


conyoyed myſelf to Lochinvar, to uſe means to feek a man, if Mr. 
Hugh fail us. Our Lord has a little bride among you, and J truſt 


he will ſend one to woo her to our ſweet Lord Jeſus. He will 


not want his wife for the ſuiting; and he has means abundance in 
his hand, to open all the (lots and bars that Satan draws over the 
door: he cometh to his bride leaping over the mountains, and ſkip- 
ping over the hills. His way to his ſpouſe is full of ſtones, moun- 
rains and waters; yet he putteth in his foot and wadeth through; 
he will not want her: and therefore refrcſh me with two words 
concerning your confidence and courage in our Lord, both about 
Mat and about his own Zion; for he wooeth his wife in the burn. 
ing buſh : and for the good will of him that dwelleth in the buſh 
the buſh is not conſumed, It is better to weep with Jeruſalem % 
the forenoon, than to weep with Babel afternoon, in the end of the 
day. Our day of laughter and rejoicing is coming; yet a little 
while, and ye ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. I long to ſee you, and 


to hear how your children are, eſpecially Samuel. Grace be their 


heritage and portion from the Lord, and the Lord be their lot, and 
then their inheritance ſhall pleaſe them well. Remember my love 
i your husband: the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Anwsith, Yours in his fwecet Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 


23. Fir MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


_ Well-beloved ſiſter, | | 
Y love in Jeſus Chriſt remembered, Your daughter is well, 
thanks be to God; I truſt in him, ye ſhall have joy of her: 
the Lord bleſs her. I am now preſently going about catechiſing. 
The bearer is in haſte: forget not poor Zion, and the Lord re- 
member you, for we fhall be ſhortly winnowed; Jeſus, pray for 
us, that our faith fail not, I would wiſh to ſee you a ſabbath with 
us, and we ſhall ſtir up one another, God willing, to ſeek the Lord; 
for it may be, he hide himſelf from us ere it be long: kep 
that which you have, ye will get more in heaven, The Lord ſend 
us to the ſhore out of all the ſtorms, with our filly fouls whole 
and ſound with us: for if liberty of conſcience come, as is rumour 
«d, the beſt of us all will be put to our wit, to ſeek how to be 


freed. But we ſhall be with thoſe, who have their chamber to go 
unto, ſpoken of, Iſa. xxvi. 20. Read the place yourſelf, and keep 


ou within your houſe while the ſtorm be paſt. If you can lear® 
: dittay againſt C. try, and cauſe try, that we may fee the Lords 


riphteous judgment upon the devil's inſtruments. We are not 


much obliged to his kindneſs: 1 wiſh all ſuch wicked doers Weite 
cut 


Epiſt. 24, 


c 


at your communion. 
i ſynod, for treaſonable doctrine: 
Papers, and deſire your acquaintance to help me alſo. Your cats 


cut off Theſe i in haſte: I bleſs you in God's name and all yours. 

Your daughter deſires a Bible and a gown ; | hope ſhe ſhall uf 

the Bible well, which if ſhe do, the gown is the better beſtowed. 

The Lord leſus be with your ſpirit. | 
Anwolh. Yours for ever in 

| Chriſt, S. R 


24. For MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Miftr eſs, | | | 
Y love in Jeſus Chriſt remembered. I am in good health, 
honour to my Lord; but my wite's diſeaſe increaſeth daily, 
to her great torment and pain night and day; ſhe has not been n 
God's houſe ſince our communion, neither out of her bed. I have 
hired a man to Edinburgh, to Dr. Jeally and to John Hamilton: [ 
can hardly believe her diſeaſe is ordinary; for her life is bitter 
her: ſhe ſleeps none, but cries, as a woman travailing in birth h: 
what will be the event he that hath the keys of the grave knows : 
1 have been many times, ſince I ſaw you, that I have beſought me 
Lord to looſe her out of the body, and to take her to her reſt. 
believe the Lord's tide of afflictions will cbb again; but at — 


1 am exerciſed with the wreſtlings of God, being afraid of nothing 
more than this, that God has let looſe the tempter upon my hon te. 
God rebuke him and his inſtruments. Becauſe Satan is not c:{t 
! out but by faſting and prayer, I intreat you remember our eſt- 


to our Lord, and intreat all good Chriſtians, whom ye know, bu. 


| eſpecially your paſtor, to do the fame. It becomes us {till to knock 
| and to ly at the Lord's door, while we die knocking : if he will 


not open, it is more than he has ſaid in his word; but he is faith. 
ful. I look not to win away to my home without wounds and 


blood. Welcome, welcome croſs of Chriſt, if Chriſt be with t. 
| have not a calm ſpirit in the work of my calling here, being daily 
chaſtiſed; yet God hath not put out my candle, as he does to the 
| Wicked. Grace, grace be with you and all yours. 


Arwoth, Yours in his Lord. 
| R. 
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25. Fer MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Warthy and well-beloved miſtreſs, 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. I know ye hows heard of ine 
purpoſe of my adverſaries, to try what they can do ag«ialt 
me at this ſynod, for the work of God in your town, when I was 
They intend to call me in queſtion at ihe 
therefore help me with your 


i Mm a ned: 


, EB x 0 


r 1 4 Og: « 
* r — 29933444 — — — * - 
- » - _ » 2 S 1 _— > 1 k 
8 7 4 * n 6c *%8 PREP PRE” N e tende 3 8 2 of 
4 22 — 
x ; ; 8 r - 
. Ce TO . Ee . = _ 
— «> ” 4 uu - * my 


458 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's 


Epiſt. 26 
heard how Chriſt was there: if he ſuffer his ſervant to get a broken 
head, in his own kingly ſervice, and nut either help or revenge th: 
wrong, I never ſaw the like of it. There is not a night-drunkard, 
time. ſerving, idle, idol-ſhepherd to be ſpoken againſt, I am the on- 
ly man; and becaule it is ſo, and I know God will not help them, 
leſt they be proud, I am confident their proceſs ſhall fall aſunder. 


Only be ye neareſt with God for hearing, for an open ear, and 
reading of the bill, that he may in heaven hear both parties and 


judge accordingly ; and doubt not, fear not, they ſhall not, who 
now ride higheſt, put Chriſt out of his kingly poſſeſſion in Scot- 
land. The pride of man, and his rage, ſhall turn to the praiſe of 
our Lord. It is an old feud, that the rulers of the earth, the dra. 
gon and his angels, have carried to the Lamb and his followers; 
but the followers of the Lamb ſhall overcome by the word of God: 
and believe this, and wait on a little, till they have got their womb 
full of clay and gravel, and they ſhall know, howbeit ſtolen wa- 


mend me to your huſband, and ſend me word how Griffel is. The 


Son of God lead her through the water. The Lord Jefus be with 
your ſpirit, OE | | | 


Anwoth.. Naur in his only, only Lord Jeſus, S. R 
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26. Fer MARION MAC NAUOCHT. 


Miſtreſs, | | : 
R Y love in Chriſt remembered. At the deſire of this bearer, 
whom 1 love, I thought to requeſt you, if ye can help his 
wife with your advice, for ſhe is in a molt dangerous and dead!;- 
like condition; for 1 have thought ſhe was far changed in her cat: 


rlage and life this time bypaſt, and had hope that God would have 


brought her home; and now by appearance ſhe will depart this 
life, and leave a number of children behind her. If ye can be in- 
treated to help her, it is a work of mercy. My own wide is ſtil 
in exceeding great torment night and day, Pray for us, for my 


life was never fo weariſome to me. God hath filled me with gall 
and worm-wood ; but I believe, (which holds up my head above the 


warer) it is good for a man (faith the Spirit of God, Lam. iii.) that 
he bear the yoke in his youth. I do remember you: I pray you 
be ble and b licve; and ] intreat you in Jeſus Chriſt, pray for 
Ihe Stewart and his wife, and defire your huſband to do the 
lain. Remember me heartily to Jane Brown; deſire her to pray 


for we and my wife; I do remember her. Forget not Zion. 


Gre, grace upon them and peace, that pray for Zion, She 13 
the ſip we fail in to Canaan, it the be broken on a rock, We Will 
be caſt over board to fwim to land betwixt death and life. The 
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grace of Teſus be with your husband and children. 


| Amvith. Yours in cur Chriſt, S. R. 
PPP 


27. For MARION MAC NAUGH T. 
Dear feſter, 


Longed much to have conferred with you at this time: I am 
I orieved at any thing in your houſe that grieveth you ; and ſhall, 


| by my Lord's grace, ſuit my Lord to help you to bear your burden, 


and to come in behind you, and give you and your burdens a putt 
up the mountain. Know you not that Chriſt wooeth his wite in 
the furnace, Iſa. xIviii. ver. 10. Behold, I have refined thee. but 


not with ſilver ; J have choſen thee in the furnace of affliction:“ 
he caſteth his love on you, when yon are in the furnace of afflicti- 
on: you might indeed be caſten down, if he brought you in and 

left you there; but when he leadeth you through the waters, think 
pe not that he has a ſweet ſoft hand? you know his love grip al- 
ready; you ſhall be delivered: wait on; Jeſus will make a road, 
and come and fetch home the captive : you ſhall not die in priſon, 
but your ſtrokes are ſuch as were your husband's, who was wound. 
ed in the houſe of his friends; ſtrokes were not newings to him, 
and neither are they to you: but your winter-night is near ſpent : 
it is near hand the dawning ; I will fee you leap for joy: the kit 
will be delivered: this wilderneſs ſhall bud and grow up like a roſe: 
| Chriſt got a charter of Scotland from his Father, and who will be- 
reave him of his heritage, or put our Redeemer out of his meal- 
ing, until his tack be run out? I muſt have you praying for me; 
Jam black ſhamed for evermore with Chriſt's goodneſs; and a 
| private, on the 17 and 18 of Auguſt, I got a full anſwer of my 
Lord to be a graced miniſter, and a choſen arrow hidden in hi- 
own quiver. But know, this aſſurance is not kept but by watch- 
ing and prayer; and therefore, dear miſtreſs, help me. I have 
gotten now, honour to my Lord, the gate to open the ſtore, and 
nut the bar of his door: and I think it eaſy to get any thing from 
the King by prayer, and to uſe holy violence with him. Chriſt was 
in Casfarne kirk, and opened the people's hearts wonderfully: Je- 
us is looking up that water, and minting to dwell amongſt them. 
I would we could give him his welcome home to the Muirs. Now 
| peace and grace be upon you and all yours. 


Anuoth, Ang. 20. 1633. Yours in Chrift, S. R. 
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28. Fir MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Miſtreßs, „ 

Y love in Chriſt remembered. I am in care and fear for 
| this work of our Lord's, now near approaching, becauſe of 
the danger of the time, and 1 dare not for my ſoul be ſilent; to ſee 
my Lord's houſe burning, and not cry, Fire, fire: therefore ſeek 
from our Lord wiſdom [biritoal, not black policy, to ſpeak with 
liberty our Lord's truth. Iam caſt down, and would fain have 
acceſs and preſence to the King that day, even howbeit I ſhould 
break up iron doors. I believe you will not forget me, and yon 
will deſire Jane Brown, Thomas Carſen, and Marion Carſcn to 
help me. Pray for well-cooked meat, and an heartiome Saviour 
with joy, crying, Welcome in my Father's name. I am confident 
Zion ſhall be well; the buſh ſhall burn and not conſume, for the good 
will of him that dwelt in the buſh. But the Lord is making ona 
fire in Jernſalem, and purpoſeth to blow the bellows, and to melt 
the tin and braſs, and bring out a fair beautiful bride out of the 
furnace, that will be married over again upon the new Hushand, 
and ſing as in the days of her youth, when the contract of mar. 
riage is written over again: but fear the bride be hidden for a 


time from the dragon; that purſueth the woman with child; but 


what, howbeit we go and lurk in the wilderneſs for a time? for the 
Lord will take his kirk to the wilderneſs, and {peak to her heart, 
Nothing caſteth me down, but only I fear the Lord will caſt down 
the ſhepherd's tents, and feed his own in a ſecret place : but let us, 
however matters frame, caſt over the affairs of the bride upon the 
Bridegroom ; the government is upon his ſhoulders, and he dow 
bear us all well enough: that fallen ſtar, the prince of the bottom- 


leſs pit, knoweth it is near the time when he ſhall be tormented ; 
and now in his evening he has gathered his armics to win one 


battle or two, in the edge of the evening, at the ſun going down, 
And when our Lord has been watering his vineyards in France and 
Germany, and Bohemia, how can we think ourſelves Chriſt's ſitter, 
if we be not like him, and our other great ſiſters ? I cannot but 
think. ſecing the ends of the earth are given to Chriſt, Pal. ii. ver, 
8. and Scotland is the end of the earth, (and ſo we are in Chriſt's 
charier-tailie) but our Lord will keep his poſſeſſion: we fall by 
promiſe and Jaw to Chriſt; he wan us with the ſweat of his brows 
(if 1 may ſay fo) his Father promiſed him bis life-rent of Scotland. 
Glory, glory to our King; long may he wear his crown! O Lord, 


let us never ſee another king. O let him come down like rain upon 


the ne- mon graſs. I had you in remembrance on Saturday in 
the morning laft, in a great meaſure, and was brought thrice A 


Epiſt. 29530. LETTERS; 461 
end, in rememberance of 5 in my prayer to God. Grace, grace 
be your portion. 
Anuoth, March 2. Yeurs in FTA fweet Lord 
1634. | Fefas, 8. R. 


PTT Coo. 


29, For MARION MACNAUGHT,. 


Miſtreſs, 

Y love in Chriſt remembered. Pleaſe you underſtand, to 

my grief our communion is delayed till ſabbath come eight 
days; for the Laird and Lady have earneſtly deſired me to delay 
it, becauſe the Laird is ſick, and he fears he be not able to travel, 
becauſe he has lately taken phyſic. The Lord bleſs that work : 
commend it to God, as you love me. For I love not Satan's thorns 
caſt in the Lord's way : The Lord rebuke him. I truſt in God's 
mercy, Satan has gotten but a delay, but no free diſcharge, that 
his kingdom ſhall not be hurt. Commend the Laird'to your God. 
| pray you advertiſe your people, that they be not diſappointed in 


coming here. Shew ſuch of them as you love in Chriſt from me, 
* that Jeſus Chriſt will be welcomer when he comes in, that he has 


ſharpened their deſires for eight days ſpace. Your daughter is well, 


BW hope, every way, Forget not God's kirk ; they are but baſtards, 


and not ſons and daughters, that mourn not for Zion : Lord hear 
us. No further, Jeſus Chriſt be with your ſpirit. I ſhall remem- 


ber you and your new houſe. Lord Jeſus, go from the one houle to 
the other. 


Jnwuoth. Yours at all coir in the Lord, S. R. 
* ODCODEDDDDSODCD BD AD CDDDCHIDDOOOE > ep 
30 For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Ipell. beloved miſtreſs, 


Y love in Chriſt remembered. I hear this day, your town 


is to chooſe a commiſſioner for the parliament, and I was 
written to from Edinburgh, to ſee that good men ſhould be choſen 
in your bounds ; and I have heard this day, that Robert Glendon- 


ing or John Ewart look to be choſen. ] beſecch you ſee this be 


not; the Lord's cauſe craveth other witneſſes to ſpeak for him than 
ſuch men; and therefore let it not be ſaid, that Kirkendbrighr, 
which is ſpoken of in this kingdom for their religion, hath ſent a 
man to be their mouth, that will ſpeak againſt Chriſt. Such a time 
as this will not fall out once in halt an age. I would in treat your huſ- 
band, to take it upon him; it is an honourable and neceſſary ſervice 
for Chriſt; and ſhew him that 1 wrote unto you for that effect. I 
fear William Glendoning hath not {kill and authority. Tam in great 
heavineſs: pray for me; for we muſt take our life in our hand in 
this ill time. Let us ſtir vp ourſclves to lay our Lord's bride, and 
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462 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 31. 
ker wrongs, before our Huſband and Lord. Lord Jeſus be with 
your ſpirit. | | | | 
Amwoth, May 20. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 


29 LO AERO e WO OD =. A Dee = See eee 


31. Far MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


IVell-beloved ſiſter, Wy 

Y old and deareſt love in Chriſt remembered. Know that 
I have been viſiting my Lady Kenmure ; her child is with 
the Lord: I intreat you viſit her; and deſire the good-wife of 
Barcaple to viſit her, and Knockbrex, if you ſee him in the town, 
My Lord her huſband is abſent, and I think ſhe will be heavy: 
you know what Mr. W. Dalgleiſh and I deſired you to deal for, 
ac my Lord Kirkcudbright's hand. Send me word, if you obtain- 
d any thing at my Lord's hands, anent the giving up of our names 
to the high commiſſion ; for T hear it is not for nothing that the 
ifop hath taken that courſe : our Lord knows beſt what is good 


{or an old kirk, that is fallen from her firſt love, and hath forgotten 
ger Huſband, days without number: a trial is like to come on; 


hut J am ſure, our Huſbandman Chriſt ſhall loſe chaff, but no corn 
at all, Yet there 1s a dry wind coming, but neither to fan nor to 


purge. Happy are they, who are not blown away with the chaff; 


for we will but ſuffer tentation for ten days : but thoſe, who are 
{aitbful to the death, ſhall receive the crown of life. I hear daily 
hat hath been ſpoken of myſelf moſt unjuſt and falſly; and no 
marvel, the dragon with the ſwing of his tail, hath made the third 


Hart of the ſtars to fall from heaven, and the fallen would have ma- 


ny to fall with them. If ever Satan was buſy, now when he 
{:noweth his time is ſhort, he is buſy ; yet a little while, and he 


that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry. I know, ere it be 
long, the Lord ſhall come, and rid all pleas betwixt us and his ene- 


mies: Now welcome, Lord Jeſus, go faſt. Send me word about 
riſſel your daughter, who I remember in Chriſt; and deſire her 
10 caſt herſelf in his arms who was born of a woman, and, being 


the Ancient of days, was made a young weeping Child, It was 


t for nothing that our brother Jeſus was an infant; it was, that 
he might pity infants of believers, who were to come out of the 
womb into the world: I believe our Lord Jeſus ſhall be waiting 


on with mercy, mercy, mercy to the end of that battle, and bring 
her through with life and peace, and a ſign of God's favour. 1 
expect advertiſement from you, and eſpecially if you fear her. 


Miſtreſs, you remember that J ſaid to you, anent your love to me 
-n4 my brother begun in Chriſt, you know, we are here but 


\-3npgers, and you have not yet found us a dry well, as others 


14ve been: be not overcome of any ſuſpicion ; I truſt in God, the 


Lord, 
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Epiſt. 32. 
Lord, who knit us together, ſhall ke-p ns together, It is time 
now, that the lambs of Jeſus mould ail run together, when the 
wolt is barking at them; yet I know, ere God's bairus want a croſs, 
their love amongſt themſelyes ſhall be a croſs ; but our Lord giv- 
I know you will with love cover infir- 
mitics; and our Lord give you wiſdom in all things: I think love 
hath broad ſhoulders, and will bear many things, and yet neither 
faint, nor ſweat, nor fall under the burden. Commend me to your 
husband, and dear Griſſel; I think on her: Lord Jeſus be in the 
furnace with her, and then [he will but ſmoke, and not burn. De- 


fire Mr. Robert to excuſe my not ſeeing of him at his houſe ; I 


have my own reaſons therefore. Grace, mercy and peace be with 

you. | 
Anwoth, April 25, 
1634. 


Nurs in his ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 
Seeler Sr 
32. Fir MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Mtreſs, . 


Y deareſt love in Chriſt remembered: I intreat you, charge 


your ſoul to return to reſt, and to glority your deareſt Lord 
in believing : and know, that, for the good will of him that dwel- 


leth in the buſh, the burning kirk ſhall not be contumed to aſhes: 
but, Deut. XXXIII. 16. * Blefling ſhall come on the head of Jo- 


ſeph, and upon the top of the head of him that was ſeparate from 
his brethren :* and are not the ſaints ſeparate from their brethren, _ 


and fold, and hated ? for, Gen. xliv. 23. The archers have ſore- 
ly grieved Joſeph, and ſhot at him, and hated him.“ Ver. 24. But 


| tis bow abode in ſtrength, and the arms of his hands were made 


ſtrong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.“ From him is 
the Shepherd and the ſtone of Ifrael ; the ſtone of Iſracl ſhall not 
be broken in pieces: it is hammered upon by the children of this 
world, and we ſhall live, and not die. Our Lord hath done all 
this, to ſee if we will believe, and not give over; and I am per- 
ſuaded, you muſt of neceflity ſtick by your work: the eye of Chriſt 
hath becn upon all this buſineſs ; and he taketh good heed too, 


| who is for him, and who is againſt him; let us do our part, as we 


- would be approved of Chriſt. The Son of God is near to his e- 


nemies ; if they were not deaf, they may hear the din of his feet: 
and he will come with a ſtart, upon his weeping bairns, and take 


them on his knee, and lay their head in his boſom, aud dry their 


Watery eyes; and this day is fait coming; yet a little tune, and 
the viſion will ſpeak, it will not taray, Had. ii. Theſe queſtions 


betwixt us and our adverſaries will all be decided in yonder day, 


when the Son of God ſhall come, and rid all pleas ; and it will be 
la whether We or they hare been tor Chiilt, and who have been 
plead ng 
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pleading for Baal. It is not known what we are now; but when 
our life ſhall appear in glory, then we ſhall fee who laughs faſteſt 
that day; therefore we mult poſſeſs our fouls in patience, and 90 
in to our chamber, and reſt while the indignation be paſt : we ſhall 
not weep long, when our Lord ſhall take us up in the day that he 
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gathereth his jewels: and, Mal. ii. 16. They that feared the 
Lord ſpoke often one to another; and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him, for 
dem that feared the Lord, and thought upon his name.“ And! 


 thall never be of another faith, but our Lord is heating a furnace 


tor the enemies of his kirk in Scotland. It is true the ſpouſe of 
Chriſt hath played the harlot, and hath left her firſt Husband ; and 
the enemies think they offend not, for we have ſinned againſt the 
Lord: but they ſhall get the devil to their thanks, the rod ſhall be 
air into the fire, that we may ſing as in the days of our youth. 
A dear friend, therefore lay down your head upon Chriſt's breaſt : 
weep not, the Lion of the tribe of Judah will ariſe. The ſun is 
gone down upon the prophets, and our gold is become dim; and 
the Lord feedeth his people with waters of gall and worm- wood; 
yet Chriſt ſtandeth but behind the wall, his bowels are moved for 
Scotland; he waiteth (as Iſaiah faith) that he may ſhew mercy, 


It we would go home, and take our brethren with us, weeping with 
our faces toward Zion, aſking the way thitherward, he would bring 


Hack our captivity: we may not think, that God has no care of his 
own honour, while men tread it under their feet; he will clothe 
him {elf with vengeance, as with a cloke, and appear againſt our e- 
nemies for our deliverance. Ye were never yet beguiled, and God 
will not now begin with you; wreſtle till with the Angel of the 
covenant, and you ſhall get the bleſſing : fight, he delighteth to be 
overcome by wreſtling. Commend me to Griſſel; deſire her to 


learn to know the adverſaries of the Lord, and to take them as her 


adverſaries; and to learn to know the right gate in to the Son of 


Jod: O but acquaintance with the Son of God, to fay, My Well 


beloved is mine, and I am his, is a ſweet and glorious courſe of life, 

at noneſknow, but thoſe who are ſealed, and marked in the fore-head 

ith Chriſt's mark, and the new name that Chriſt writeth upon his 

«vn ! Grace, grace and mercy be with you. 
Amwwith, Sept. 25, 


Yours in Chrift, S. R. 
1634. | 
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33- To MARION MACKNAUGHT:. 


IWell-beloved miſtreſs, 1 
Charge you, in the name of the Son of God, to reſt upon your [41] 
Rock, that is higher than yourſelf; be not afraid of a man Well! 

| who is a worm, nor for the ſon of man who ſhall die; let God be | 

your fear. Encourage your huſband. I would counſe] you to 

| write to Edinburgh to ſome adviſed lawyers, to underſtand whit {1 

| your huſband, as rhe head magiſtrate, may do in oppoſing any u F 

truded miniſter, and his carriage toward the new prelate, if } 10 

command him to impriſon or lay hands upon any; and in a word. | wh: 

bow far he may in his office diſobey a prelate, without danger of W 

law: for if the Biſhop come to your town, and find not obcdienc: Hh, 

bo his heart, it is like he will command the provoſt to aſſiſt him, a- 17 

gainſt God and the truth. Ye will have more courage under the IH 

3 | perſecution; fear not, take Chriſt caution, who ſaid, Luke xX Wt 

1 IF 18. There ſhall not one hair of you head periſh,” Chriſt will 

not be in your common, to have you giving out any thing for him, 

and not give you all incomes with advantage: it is his honovr, 

his ſervant ſhould not be herried and andone in his ſervice; you j 

1 I were never honoured till now : and if your huſband be the fi:it f 

7 © magiſtrate who ſhall ſuffer for Chriſt's name in this perſccution, | 

8 

. 
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he may rejoice that Chriſt hath put the firſt garland upon his head, % Ang 

and upon yours. Truth will yet keep the crown of the cauſeway | 
in Scotland; Chrift and truth are {trong enough. They juCg> 1 
I Þ usnow, we ſhall one day judge them, and fit on twelve throncs, ; 
e | :nd judge the twelve tribes: believe, believe; for they dare nc! 
© pray, they dare not look-Chriſt in the face; they have been falic 1 
> Þ to Chriſt, and he will not fit with the wrong: ye know, it is not a | | 
r It 


our cable; for it we would quit our Lord, we might lleep for the 7 

f © preſent in a found ſkin, and keep our place, means and honour, Bf! 
- F :nd be dear to them alſo. But let us once put all we have over "$5 
„ in Chriſt's hand: fear not for my papers, I ſhall diſpatch them; (Bf 
d but ye will be examined for them: the Spirit of Jetus give you _ i 
S Þ inward peace. Deſire your huſband from me to prove honeſt to Lf: 
} Chriſt; he ſhall not be a loſer at Chrift's hand. 13} 

- | Anuith, July 8. 1635. Yours ever in his ſweet Lard 2 | | 
Zefus, 8. R. i ad 


3 
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N 34. To MARION MACNAUGHT, i 


Well beloved fifter, | | J 

Y love in Chriſt remembered. 1 hear of good news anent 10 
: our kirk; but I fear that our king 7 will not be reſiſted, and fi 
1 | the refore let us not be 5 and carcleſs. 1 do wonder if this 1 
* In n kts 1 ( 


— — 


———— 
7 r. 
* ————Z — — — - 2 
— — 


F nA > 


466 Mr, N ITE FOOD Epi. y 


kirk come not through our Lord's fan, ſince there is ſo much chif 


in it; howbeit I perſuade myſelf the Son of God's wheat will not 


die blown away. Let us be putting on God's armour, and be 


ſtiong 1 in the Lord; if the devil and Zion's enemies ftrike a hole 
in that armour, let our Lord ſee to that; let us put it on and ſtand: 
we have Jeſus on our ſide, and they are not worthy of ſuch a Cops 


tain, who would not take a blow at his back. We are in ſight of , 


bis colours; - his banner over us is love: look up to that white ban. 
ner and ſtand; I perſuade you in the Lord of victory. My bro. 
ther writeth to me of your heavineſs, and of temptations that pre 
you fore, Iam content it be fo; you bear about with you the 
marks of the Lord Jeſus: fo was it with our Lord's apoſtle, when 
he was to come with the goſpel to Macedonia, 2 Cor. vii. 5. His 


fleſh had no reſt, he was troubled on every fide, and knew not what 


fide to turn him unto; without were fightings, and within were 


fears. In the great work of our redemption, your lovely, beantify], 


and glorious Friend and Well-beloved, Jeſus, was brought to tear; 
and ſtrong cries, fo as his face was wet with tears and blood, ari{. 
ing from a holy fear and the weight of the curſe. Take a drink 
of the Son of God's cup, and love it the better that he drank of it 


before you; there is no poiſon in it. I wonder many times that 


ever a child of God ſhould have a ſad heart, conſidering what their 
Lord is preparing for them. Is your mind troubled anent that bu- 
ſineſs that we have in hand in Edinburgh? I truſt in my Lord, 
the Lord fhall in the end give to your hearts deſire, even howbeit 
the buſineſs frame not ; the Lord ſhall feed your ſoul, and all the 
hungry ſouls in that town: therefore, I requeſt you in the Lord, 
pray for a ſubmiſſive will; and pray, as your Lord Jeſus bids you, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. And let it be that 
your faith be brangled with temptations, believe ye that there is 2 
tree in our Lord's garden that is not often ſhaken with the wind 
from all the four airths ? ſurely there is none. Rebuke your fou, 
as the Lord's prophet doth, Pfal. xlii. Why art thou caft down, 
O my foul! why art thou diſquieted within me?“ That was the 
word of man, who was at the very over-going of the brae and 


mountain; but God held a grip of him. Swim through your 


remprations and troubles, to be at that lovely amiable Perton ſe- 
ſus, to whom your foul is dear: in your temptations, Fun to the 
promiſes; they be our Lord's branches hanging over the water, 
that our Lord's iilly halt drowned children may take a grip of them; 
if you leg that grip go, you will go to the ground. Are ye troubl:d 
with the caſe of God's kirk, our Lord will evermore have her be- 


twixt the linking and the ſwiming; ; he will have her going through 
a thouſand deaths, and through hell, as a cripple woman, halting 


and wanting the power of her own fide, Micah iv. 6. 7. thai Gd 


may be her Ras: that broken ſhip Wil come to lad, becauſe qe. 


{ys 
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N 67 
f {us is the pilot; faint not, you ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God; elfe 
N ſay, that God never ſpake his word by my mom and I had 14- 
e ther never been born, ere it were ſo with me: bat my Lord heth 


ſealed me. I dare not deny, I have alfo been in heavineſs fincc 7 
came from you, fearing for my unthankfulneſs that I am deſerted ; 
but the Lord will be kind to me, whether I will or not; I repo'- 
that much in his rich grace, that he will be loth to change upon 
me. As you love me, pray for me in this particular. After ad- 
viſing with Carletown, I have written to Mr. David Dickſon, anent 
Mr. Hugh MacKail, and defired him to write his mind to Carle. | 
town, and Carletown to Edinburgh, that they may particularl-- . | 
remember Mr. Hugh to the Lord; and I happened upon a conve- 
nient truſty bearer, by God's wonderful providence. No further. | 
I recommend you to the Lord's grace, and your husband and chil- 1 
dren; the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. . | 4 
Edinburgh. 7 * Tours in the Lerd, S. R. 
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A-POSTSCRIPT 


Miſireſs, | 3 : [ 
J Had not time to give my advice to your daughter Griſſel, yen l 
ſhall carry my words therefore to her: ſhew her now, that in 
reſpect of her tender age, ſhe is in a manner as clean paper, ready 
to receive either good or ill; and that it were a ſweet and plorious | 
thing for her to give herſelf up to Chriſt, that he may write upon. | q 
her his Father's name, and his own new name. And deſire her to GH | 
acquaint herſelf with the book of God; the promiſes that our 
Lord writes upon his own, and performeth in them and for them, Y 
are contained there, I perſuade you, when I think that ſhe is in 12 
the company of ſuch parents, and hath occaſion to learn Chriſt, I | } | 


think Chriſt is wooing her ſoul; and I pray God ſhe may not re- 
* fuſe ſuch a Husband ; and therefore I charge her, and beſeech her | l 
by the mercies of God, by the wounds and blood of him who died bs 7's 
for her, by the worth of truth, which ſhe heareth and can read, by i 
the coming of the Son of God to judge the world, that ſhe would 
| fulfil your joy, and learn Chriſt, and walk in Chriſt : ſhe ſhall think 
| this the truth of God many years after this; and I will promiſe to 
muyſelf, in reſpect of the beginnings that J have ſeen, that ſhe ſhall 
| give herſelf to him that gave himſelf for her. Let her begin at 
prayer; for if ſhe remember her Creator in the days of her youth, 
| he will claim kindneſs to her in her old age. It ſhall be a part of 
be my prayers, that this may be effectuate in her by him who is able 
ugh do do exceeding abundantly; to whale grace again I recommend 
ting You and her, and all yours. | 


Je. 5 | Nun 2 35. 77 
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35. 7. MARION MACKNAUGHT 


Well-beloved ſiſter, 
Know ye have heard of the ſucceſs of our buſineſs in Edinburgh: 


Ido every presbytery-day fee the faces of my brethren imiling 


upon me, but their tongues convey reproaches and lies of me a 
hundred miles off, and have made me odious to the Biſhop of $t, 


Andrews, who ſaid to Mr. W. D. that miniſters in Galloway were 


his informers ; whereupon no letters of favour could be procured 
from him, for effectuating of our buſineſs : only J am brought in 
the mouths of men, who otherwiſe knew me not, and have power 


(if God ſhall permit) to harm me; yet I intreat you in the bowel; 
of Chriſt Jeſus, be not caſt down. I fear your forrow excecd be- 


cauſe of this; and I am not fo careful of myſelf in the matter, as 
for you: take courage, your deareſt Lord ſhall light your candle, 


which the wicked would fain blow out: and as ſore as our Lord 
liveih, your foul ſhall find joy and comfort in this buſineſs ; how. 
beit you fee all the hounds in hell let Jooſe to mar it: their iron 
chains to our dear mighty Lord are but ſtraws which he can eaſihj 
break. Let not this temptation ſtick in your throat, ſwallow it, 
and let it godown ; our Lord give you a drink of the conſolations 
of his Spirit, that it may digeſt : you never knew one in God's 


book, who put to their hand to the Lord's work for his kirk, but | 
the world and Satan did bark againſt them, and bite alſo where 
they had power. You will not Jay one ſtone on Zion's wall, but | 


they will labour to caſt it down again. And for myſelf, the Lord 


letteth me lee now greater evidences of a calling to K. than ever | 


he did before; and therefore pray, and poſſeſs your ſoul in patience, 


Theſe that were doers in the buſineſs have good hopes that it will | 
yet go forward and proſper. As for the death of the king of] 
Sweden (which is thought to be too true) we can do nothing elfe 
but reverence our Lord, who doth not ordinarily hold Zion on her 

rock by the ſword and arm of fleſh and blood, but by bis own fp 
mighty and out- ſtretched arm: her King, that reigneth in Zion, 
yet liveth; and they are plucking him round about to pull him off 
his throne; but his Father hath crowned him, and who dare fay, 
It is ill done? the Lord's bride will be up and down, above the 


waicr ſwimming, and under the water ſinking, until her lovely and 


mighty Redeemer and Husband ſet his head through thele ſkies, Þ 
and come with his fair court to rid all their pleas,and give them the Þ 
h-ped-for inheritance ; and then we ſhall lay down our {words and 
muzph, and fight no more. But do not think for all this, that 
our Lord and Chief Shepherd will want one weak ſheep, or tic 


ſillieſt dying lumb that he hath redeemed ; he will tell his flock, 
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and gather them all together, and make & taithtu account of them 
to che Father, who gave them him: let us row 14m to turn our 
eyes off men, that our whorilh hearts'dote noto them, and woo 


our old husband, and make him our darling; for, Jer. xxv. 27. 


Thus faith the Lord to the enemies of Lion, Drink ye and be 


drunk, and ſpue, and fall, and riſe no more, becauie of the fword 


that I ſend amongſt you.” Ver. 28. And it ſhall be, if they refuſe 
to rake the cup in thy hand to drink, then (halt thou ſay to {ay to 


them, Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Ye ſhall certainly drink.” You 


{ee our Lord brewing a cup of poiſon for his enemies, which th 

muſt drink, and becauſe of this have ſore bowels and ſick ſtomachs, 
yea, burſt; but, Jer. I. 4. when Zion's captivity is at an end, The 
children of Iſrael thall come, they and the children of Judah together, 
going and weeping ; they {hall go and feek the Lord their God.” ver, 
5. They ſhall aſk the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, ſay- 
ing, Come and let us join ourſelves tothe Lord, in an everlaſting cove- 
nant that hall not be forgotten.“ This is fpoken to us and for 
us, who with wo hearts aſk, What is the way to Zion? It is our 


part, who know how to go to our Lord's door, and to knock by 


prayer, and how to lift Chriſt's flot, and ſhut the bar of his cham- 
ber door, to complain, and tell him how the world handlech us, 
and how our King's buſineſs goeth, that he may get up and lend 


them a blow, who are tigging and playing with Chriſt and his 
ſpouſe. Ye have allo, dear miſtreſs, houſe- troubles, in ſickneſs of 


your husband and bairns, and in ſpoiling of your houſe by thieves ; 
take theſe rods in patience from your Lord: he muſt ſtill move 


you from veſſel to veſſel, and grind you as our Lord's wheat, to 


be bread in his houſe; but when all theſe ſtrokes are over your 


head, what will you ſay to ſee your Well- beloved Chriſt's white 


and ruddy face, even his face, who is worthy to bear the colours 
amongſt ten thouſand, Cant. v. Hope and believe to the end. 


Grace tor ever more be multiplied upon you, your husband and 


children, 


E dinburgh, Yuur own, in his deare 


Lord Jeſus, S. R 
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36. Y MARION MACNAUGHT. 


My dear and well-beloved in Chriſt, 
Am yet under trial, and have appeared before Chriſt's forbid- 


den Lords, for a teſtimony againſt them. The Chancellor 


and the reſt tempted me with queſtions nothing belonging to my 
ſummons, which I wholly declined, notwithſtanding of his threats. 
My newly printed book againſt the Arminians was one challenge, 


not lording the prelates another: the molt part of the Bithops, 5 
| | when 
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Epiſt. 37) 38. 
Pen I came in, looked more aſtoniſhed than I, and heard me with 


470 


filence. Some ipoke for me; but my Lord ruled it fo, as lam 
filled with joy ia my ſufferings, and J find Chriſt's croſs ſweet, 
What they intend againſt the next day, I know not. Be not ſecure, 
but pray, Our Biſhop of Galloway ſaid, if the commiſſion ſhould 
not give him his will of me, with an oath (he ſaid) he would write 
o the king. The Chancellor ſummoned me in judgment, to ap- 
pear that day eight days. My Lord has brought me a friend from 
the Highlands of Argyle, my Lord of Lorn, who hath done as much 
as was within the compaſs of his power. God gave me favour in 
his eyes. Mr. Robert Glendoning is ſilenced, till he accept a col- 
league. We hope to deal yet for him. Chriſt is worthy to be in- 
traited : your husband will get an eaſy and good way of his buſi- 


neſs. You and I both ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God upon Joſeph, | 


{cparate from his brethren. 


Grace be with you. 
Edinburgh. N 


Tours in Chriſt, 
: 2 f | | 1 8. N, 
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37. Fir MARION MACNAUGH T. 


eee 


Honorired and deareſt in the Lord, 
" Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am well, and my foul 
proſpereth; I find Chriſt with me, I burden no man, I want 
nothing, no face looketh on me, but it laugheth on me. Sweet, 
{wcet is the Lord's croſs. I overcame my heavineſs. My Bride- 
groom's love-blinks fatten my weary ſoul, I go to my King's 
palace at Aberdeen; tongue, and pen, and wit cannot expreſs my 
joy. Remember my love to Jean Gordon, to my ſiſter Jean 
Brown, to Griſſel, to your husband. This in haſte. Grace be 
with you. by, 
Edin. April . 
1636. 


Yours in his only, 


A-PORTSCHKIPT, 


Y charge is to you to believe, rejoice, ſing and triumph: 
Chriſt has ſaid to me, Mercy, mercy, grace and peace, for 
Marion Macknaught. | | 


— ...,. uo ooo ¶ ˙ . — 


38. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Worthy and deareſt in the Lord, | 9 
| [| Rejoice, you are are a partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt : faint 
I not, keep breath, believe, howbeit men, and husband, and 
fricnds prove weak, yet your ſtrengih faileth not, It is not ou 
| SS or 
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S. R. 


three 
tryme 
it affri 
you fe 
but I 


Carlet 


appro? 
leis th 


pen, v 
Chriſt 
eye, m 


and hi 
is like 
| know 


Epiſt. 39. LETTERS. | 47¹ 


for a drowning man to grip to the rock. It is your glory to lay 
hold on your Rock. O woman greatly beloved 1 teſtify, and a- 
vouch it in my Lord, the prayers you ſent to en theſe many 
years bygone are come up before the Lord, and {hall not be 


forgotten. What it is that will come, [ cannot tel; but I know, 


as the Lord liveth, theſe cries ſhall bring down mercy. I charge 
you, and theſe people with you, to go on without fainting or fear, 
and ſtill believe, and take no nay-fay. If ye leave off: the field is 
Joſt ; if ye continue, our enemies ſhall be like a tottering wall and a 
bowing fence. I write it, (and keep this letter) utter, utter-deſo- 
lation ſhall be to your adverſaries, and to the haters of the virgin- 
daughter of Scotland. The bride ſhall yet ſing, as in the days of 
her youth; ſalvation ſhall be her walls and bulwarks. The dry: 
olive-tree ſhall bud again, and dry dead bones ſhall live; for the 
Lord ſhall propheſy to the dry bones, and the ſpirit ſhall come upon 
| them, and we ſhall live. I rejoice to hear of John Carſen; I hall 
not forget him. Remember me to Griſſel, and Jane Brown. Your 
husband hath made me heavy; but be couragious in the Lord. T 
{end bleſſings to Samuel and William; ſhew them, that I will them 
to ſeek God in their youth. Grace is yours. 
Aberd. July 3. WE Tours in his fweet Lord 


1637. n, 8. R. 


| 39. To MARION MACKNAUGH T. 


Much honoured and deareſt in our fweet Lord Jeſus, 

Race, mercy and peace from God our Father and from our 
Lord Jeſus. I know the Lord will do for your town. I 

hear the Biſhop is afraid to come amongſt you; for ſo it is ſpoken 
in this town . and many here rejoice now to pen a {upplication to 
the council, for bringing me home to my place, and for repairing o- 
ther wrongs done in the country; and ſee if you can procure that 
three or tour hundred in the country, noblemen, gentlemen, coun- 
trymen and citizens ſubſcribe it ; the more the better. It may be 


it atiright the Biſhop, and by law no advantage can be taken againſt 
you for it. I have not time to write to Carletoun and Knockbrex ; 


but | wonld you did ſpeak them in it, and let them adviſe with 
| Carleroun, Mr. A. thinketh well of it, and I think others ſhall 
approve it. I am {till in good cafe with Chriſt, my court is no 
leis than it was, the door of the Bridegroom's houſe of wine is o- 


pen, when ſuch a poor ſtranger as I come athort, I change, but 


Chriſt abideth ſtill the ſame. They have put out my one poor 
eye, my only joy, to preach Chrilt, and to go errands betwixt him 


and his bride. What my Lord will do with me, I know not; it 


is like I ſhall not winter in Aberdeen, but where it ſhall be elſe, I 


| kuow not. There are fome blulicmings of Chriſt's kingdom ia this 


town, 


ATR Mr. &KUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 49, 
town, and the 1m2ke 1s riſing, and the miniſters are raping; but] 
love a rumbling and roaring devil beſt. I beſecch you in the Lord, 
my dear ſiſter, wait for the ſalvation of God. Slack not your 
hands in meeting o pray, fear not fleſh and blood; we have been 
all over-feaj d, aid that gave lowns the confidence to ſhut me out 
of. Galloway. Remember my love to John Carſen, and Mr. john 
Brown; Inder could get my love off that man, I think Chriſt hath 
tomething to do with tim, Deſire your husband from me, not 
to think ill of Chriſt tor his croſs: many miſken Chriſt, becauſe he 
hath the crols ag: 315 back 3 but he will cauſe us all laugh yet. | 
beſeech you, as ye would do any thing for me, remember my La. 
dy Marthail t God, and her ſon the Earl of Marſhall, eſpecially 
her Chriſtian daughter, my Lady Pitſligo. I ſhall go to death with 
it, that Chriſt will return again to Scotland, with ſalvation in his 
wings, and to Galloway. Grace be with yon. 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Yours in his fweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


40. Fir MARION MACNAUGHT. 


Lech. xii. 3. And in that day I will make Jeruſalem a burdenſeme 
fone for all the people ; all that burden themſelves with it ſhall be 
cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together 


againft it. 
tFell-bebved filer, 8 5 
1 Have been ſparing to write to you, becauſe I was heavy at the 

proceedings of our late parliament, where Jaw ſhould have 
deen: they would not give our Lord Jeſus fair law and juſtice, 
nor the benefit of the houſe, to hear either the juſt grievances, or 
ile humble ſupplications of the ſervants of God: nothing reſts, 
bat that we lay our grievances before our crowned King Jeſus, who 
reigns in Zion. And howbeit it be true, that the acts of Perth af- 
{:mHly for conformity are eſtabliſhed, and the King's power to im- 
pole the ſurplice, and other mais. apparel, upon miniſters, be con- 
firmed; yet what men conclude is not ſcripture : kings have ſhort 
arms to overturn Chrift's throne, and our Lord hath been walking 
and ſtanding upon bis feet at this parliament, when fifteen Earls 
22d Lords, and forty-four commiſſioners and burrows, with ſome 
Barons, have voted for our kirk, in {ace of a king, who, with much 
awe and terror, with his own hand wrote up the voters for or 4- 
gainſt himſelf. Long before this Kirk, in the ſecond Pfalm, the 
nds of the earth, Scotland and England, were gifted of the Father 
10 his Son Cbriſt; and that is an old act of parliament, decreed by 


Hur Lord, and printed four thouſand years ago: their acts are but 


bet printing, he tu ſt act ſhall ſtand, let the potentates of the 
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world, who love Chriſt's room better than himſelf, rage as they 


pleaſe. Though the mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea, 
yet there is a river that cometh out of the ſanctuary, and the ſtreams 
of it refreſh the city of God: that Well is not yet cried, down in 
Scotland, nor can 1t dry up; therefore ſtill believe, and truſt in 
God's ſalvation. If you knew the whole proceedings, it is the 
Lord's mercy that matters have gone at our parliament as they 


have gone. The Lord Jeſus in our king's ears, to his great provo- 
cation and grief, hath gotten many witneſſes ; and we ſaw in a'l, 
the Son of God overturning their policy, and making the world 


the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be the God of our falvation, 
matter betwixt your husband and C. I truſt in God it ſhall be re- 
moved; it hath. grieved me exceedingly, 
| letoun, and ſhall deal; put it off yourſelf upon the Lord, that it 
burden you not. I have heard of your daughter's marriage; 1 
pray the Lord Jeſus to ſubſcribe the contract, and be at the ban- 
> quet, as he was at the marriage in Cana of Galilee : ſhew her from 


know how well he loveth his poor ſun burnt bride in Scotland : 
For the 


1 have dealt with Car- 


me, that though it be true that God's children have prayed fox 
ber, yet the promiſe of God is made to her prayers and faith efp-- 
| cially; and therefore I would intreat her to ſeek the Lord to be ar 
| the wedding: let her give Chriſt the love of her virginity and es- 
| pouſals, and chooſe him firſt as her Husband, and that match ſhall 
bleſs the other. It is a new world ſhe entereth into, and therefore 
> hath need of new acquaintance with the Son of God, and of a re- 
” newing of her love to him, whoſe love is better than wine, 1 Cor. 
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vü. 29, The time is ſhort: let the married be as though they 
were not married; Ver. 30. They that weep, as though they 
weeped not; they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; they : 
| that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; Ver. 31. They that uſe 


| this world, as though they uſed it not: for the faſhion of the world 
| paſſeth away.” Grace, grace be her portion from the Lord. I 
| know you have a care on you of it, that all be right; but let Chriſt 
bear all, you need not pity him, (if I may ſay ſo) put him to it, 
he is ſtrong enough. The Spirit of the Lord Jeſus be with you. 


Aberdeen. Tour friend in his deareſt Friend Chriſt 


Feſus, S. R. 


41. Fr MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


My gear and well beloved ſiſter, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to yon. I am well, honour to 
God. I have been before a court ſer up within me of ter- 


rors and challenges; but my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath taken the maſt: | 
off his face, and faid, Kiſs thy fill; and I will not ſmother nor 
| conccal my King fes bis kindneſs + he bath broken in upon the 
ks f | 


2 


900 | poor 


474 =. Mr .RUTHERFOORDs Epiſt. 42, 
poor - priſoner's ſou], like the ſwelling of Jordan: I am bank and 
brim-full, a great high ſpring tide of the conſolations of Chriſt hath 
overflowed me. I would not give my weeping for the fourteen 
prelates laughter: they have ſent me here to feaſt with my King; 
his ſpikenard cafteth a ſweet ſmell, The Bridegroom's love hath 
run away with my heart: O love, love, love! O ſweet are my roy. 
al King's chains! I care not for fire nor torture: how ſweet were 
it to me to ſwim the ſalt ſea for my new Lover, my ſecond Huf. 
band, my firſt Lord! I charge you in the name of God, not to fear 
the wild beafts that entered into the vineyard of the Lord of hoſts: 
the falfe prophet is the tail; God ſhall cut the tail from Scotland, 
Take- your comfort, and droop not, deſpond not: pray for my 
poor flock; T would take a penance on my ſoul for their ſalvation. up it 


Epi 


I fear the entering of a hireſing upon my labours there cut off my and! 
life with ſorrow : there I wreſtled with the angel, and prevailed; 1 ſhall 
woods, trees, meadows, and hills are my witneſſes, I drew on a füt but 1 
meeting betwixt Chriſt and Anwoth. My love to your husband, Chril 
to dear Carletoun, to my beloved brother Knockbrex; forget not ther c 
Chriſt's priſoner: J long for a letter under your own hand. þ if he 
Aberd. Nov. 22. Tour friend andChrift's ſckn. 
8 . | priſoner, S. R. the d 
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42. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. ] are at 
My dearly beloved ſiſter, | open 
* mercy and peace be to you. I complain that Galloway] Jou. 
is not kind to me in paper; I have received no letters theſe A 


ſixteen weeks, but two. I am well; my priſon is a palace to me, >>> 
and Chriſt's banqueting-hovſe. My Lord Jeſus is as kind as they Þ 
call him: oh that all Scotland knew my caſe, and had part of my 
feaſt! I charge you in the name of God, I charge you to believe; : 
fear not the ſons of men, the worms ſhall eat them. To pray and R 
believe now, when Chriſt ſeems to give you a nay-ſay, is more than 


it was before: die believing, die and Chriſt's promiſe in your hand. Tous { 
I defire, I requeſt, I charge your husband, and that town to ſtand oY 8 
for the truth of the goſpel: contend with Chriſt's enemies; and vg 


I pray you ſhew all profeſſors you know my caſe: help me 16 i? 
praiſe. The miniſters here envy rae; they will have my priſon 3 1 
changed. My mother hath born me a man of contention, and one *"e 


that ſtriveth with the whole earth. Remember my love to your etc 
husband. Grace be with you, 4.4 ay 
Averd. Jan. 3. Yours in the. = 4 
1637. Lord, S. R. | ah gr 

| | follow 

| lideriu 


43. For 
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43. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Loving and dear ſiſter, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Your letter hath refreſh- 


ed my ſoul: you ſhall not have my advice to make haſte to 


o out of that town; for if you remove out of Kirkcudbright, 


there; be ſtrong in the Lord: the devil is weaker than you are; 


| Your care of, and love ſhewed towards me, now a priſoner of Chriſt, 
is laid up for you in heaven, and you ſhall know, that it is come 
up in remembrance before God. Pray, pray for my deſolate flock, 
and give them your counſel, when you meet with any of them. It 
| ſhall be my grief to hear, that a wolf enter in upon my labours; 
bub if the Lord permit it, I muſt be ſilent: my ſky will clear; for 
> Chiilt layeth my head in his boſom, and admitteth me to lean 
there. I never knew before what his love was in ſuch a meaſure; 
if he leave me, he leaves me in pain, and ſick of love; and yet my 
ſickneſs is my life and health: 1 have a fire within me, I defy all 


E the devils in hell and all the prelates in Scotland to caſt water on 
it. I rejoiceat your courage and faith: pray ſtill, as if I were on 


my journey to come, and be your paſtor. What iron-gates or bars 
are able to ſtand ir ont againſt Chriſt ? for when he bloweth, they 
open to him. I remember your huſband. Grace, grace be with 
ou. : | . 
Aberd. March 11. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


| : 44. For GRIS SEL FULLERTON. 


| par: well what relation I had to your (now bleſſed 


| yourſelf looks that way, which (except I be eternally loſt) is the 
| way of peace and of life; I ſhould be ungrate to forget thoſe, 
whom, by the covenant of the Lord, I cannot but remember to 
| God. 1 will ſpeak nothing to you of the preſent ſad differences; 


| Which I truſt T ſhall never follow, is the way of man. And for the 
preſeat powers, I ſuffer from them, and look for more: God hath 
a controverſy with them: and my foul enter not their fecrets, 
Only 1 ſhould beſeech, requeſt, and obteſt you in the Lord, and 


| by your appearance before Chriſt, follow the way of the Lord, 
and the ſteps trode by the gracious in that place, which the Lord 


| followed with life and power. My heart is filled with ſorrow, cou- 
| lideriug what communion with God fome of that country had, 
U00 3 1 and 


g they will eaſily undo all: you are God's work, and in his way 


becauſe ſtronger is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 


and perfected with glory) dear mother, and being confident 


but if I have, or ever had any nearneſs to God, that other way, 
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and how much they were in edifying and helping one another in 
bis way, and how little of that there is now in that country. Vour 
mother keeped in life in that place, and quickened many about 
ker to the ſeeking of God. My deſire to you is, that ye would 
ſucceed her in that way, and beletting a word fall to your brethren 
and others, that may encourage them to look toward the way of 
God ; you will have need of it ere it be long. See how you may 
Have a gracious miniſter, no neutral there, to ſucceed and follow 
the ſervant of God, now aſleep in the Lord. There is a great and 
wide difference between a name of godlineſs, and the power of 
podlineſs ; that is hotteſt, when there are feweſt witneſſes. The 
deadneſs upon many, and the defection of the land, is great; bleſ. 
{ed are they who ſeek the Lord and his face. I ſhall intreat you to 
remember me to your huſband, and all friends : I defire to forget 
none, who are in Chriſt, 1 
Edin. March 14. 


1653. 


Your brother in the 


8 CIC ICC RR CATS? "oe. > +> AI 5 
45. To a Gentlewoman. 


Miſtreſs, . 5 = . 
Beſeech you, have me excuſed, if the daily employments of my 
calling ſhall hinder me to ſee you, according as I would with; 

for I dare not go abroad, ſince many of my people are ſick, and the 
time of our communion draws near ; but frequent the company of 
your wortliy and honeſt-hearted paſtor Mr. Robert, to whom the 
Lord hath given the tongue of the learned, to miniſter a word in 
due ſeaſon to the weary, Remember me to him, and to your hul- 
band. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, _ 

15 Your aſfectionate friend, S. R 


46. For WILLIAM FULLERTON, Proveſt f 

| Kirkcudbright. 

Much honcured and very dear friend, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am in good caſe, bleſſed 
be the Lord, remaining here in this uncouth town, a priſoner 
for Chriſt and his truth; and I am not aſhamed of his croſs, my 
ſoul is comforted with the conſolations of his ſweet preſence, for 
whom I ſuffer. I earneſtly intreat you, to give honour and autho- 
rity to Chriſt, and for Chriſt; and be not diſmayed for fleſh and 
blood, while you are for the Lord, and for his truth and cauſe. 
And howbeit we ſec truth put to the worſe for the time; yet Chriſt 
will bea friend to truth, and will do for thoſe, who dare hazard all 
that they have for him, and for his glory. Sir, our fair day is 
coming, and the court will change, and wicked men will weep ate 
3 3 ternoon, 


ese 


Lord, S. R. 
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terno0n, and ſorer than the ſons of God, who weep in the morning. 
Let us believe and hope for God's ſalvation. Sir, I hope, I need 
not write to you, for your kindneſs and love to my brother, who is 
now to be diſtreſſed for the truth of God, as well as I am. 1 think 
myſelf obliged to pray for you, and your worthy and kind bed- 
fellow and children, for your love to him and me alſo, I hope 
your pains for us, in Chriſt, ſhall not be loſt, Thus, recom- 
mending you to the tender mercy and loving kindneſs of God, I 
reſt | | 

Aberd. Sept. 21. | Yeur very loving and 
1636. affectionate brother, S8. R. 

47. For the right honourable, my Lady Viſcounteſs of 
K ENMURE. 
Man, 

' Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I long to hear 
from you, and that dear child; and for that cauſe 1 trouble 
you with letters. I am for the preſent thinking the ſparrows and 
the ſwallows, that build their neſts in Anwoth, bleſſed birds. The 
Lord hath made all my congregation deſolate. Alas, I am oft at 


this, Sew me wherefore thou contendeſt with me. O earth, 
earth, cover not the violence done to me. I know it is my faith» 


ful jealouſy in this my dark night, to take a friend for a foe; yet 
hath not my Lord made any plea with me. I chide with him, 
but he giveth me fair words: ſeeing my {ins and the ſins of my 
youth deſerved ſtrokes, how am I obliged to my Lord, who amongſt 


many croſſes hath given me a wailed and choſen croſs, to ſuffer 


for the name of my Lord Jeſus ? Since I muſt have chains, he 
would put golden chains on me, watered over with many conſola- 
tions: ſeeing I muſt have ſorrow (for J ſinned, O Preſerver of 
mankind) he hath wailed out for me joyful ſorrow, honeſt, ſpiritual 
and glorious ſorrow. My croſſes come through mercy and love's 


fingers, from the kind heart of a Brother, Chriſt my Lord; and 


therefore they mult be ſweet and ſugared, O what am I! ſucha 


Jump, ſuch a rotten maſs of ſin, to be counted a bairn worthy to | 


be nurtured and ſtricken with the beſt and moſt honourable rod in 


my Father's houſe, the golden rod, wherewith my eldeſt Brother, 


the Lord, heir of the inheritance, and his faithful witneſſes were 
{tricken withal. It would be thought, I ſhould be thankful and 
rejoice ; but my beholders and lovers in Chriſt have eyes of fleſh, 
and have made my one to be ten; and I am ſomebody in their 
books: my witneſs is above, there are armies of thoughts within 


me ſaying the contrary, and laughing at their wide miſtake. If my 
inner- ſide were ſeen, my dung would ſtink; I would loſe and for- 


feit love and reſpect at the hands of any that love God; pity would 
: To conie 
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come in the place of theſe. O it they would yet ſet me lower, 
and my Well-beloved Chriſt higher! I would I had grace and 

ſtrength of my Lord, to be joytul and contented!y glad and chear- 
kul, that God's glory might ride, and openly triumph before the 
view of men, angels, devils, earth, heaven, hell, ſun, moon, and 


all God's creatures, upon my pain and ſufferings ; providing always 


1 felt not the Lord's hatred and diſpleaſure. But J fear his fair 


glory be but foiled in coming through ſuch a foul creature as I am, 


If I could be the ſinleſs matter of glorifying Chriſt, howbeit to my 
loſs, pain, ſufferings, and extremity of wretchednels, how would 
my ſoul rejoice? but I am far, far from this: he knoweth, 
his love hath made me a priſoner, and bound me hand and foot; 
but it is my pain, that I cannot win looſe, nor get looſe hands, and 


aà looſed heart, to do ſervice to my Lord jeſus, and to ſpeak his. 


love. I confeſs, IJ have neither tongue nor pen to do it. Chriſt's 
love is more than my praiſes, and above the thoughts of the angel 
Gabriel, and all the mighty hoſts that ſtand before the throne of 
God. I think ſhame, I am fad and caſt down to think, that my 
foul tongue, and my polluted heart, (ſhould come in to kelp others 
to ſing aloud the praiſes of the love of Chriſt ; all I now do, is to 
wilh the quire to grow throng, and to grow in the extolling of 
Chriſt. Wo, wo is me, for my guiltineſs ſeen to few; my hidden 
wounds, ſtill bleeding within me, are before the eyes of no man; 
but if my ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus were not ſtill breathing, waſhing, 
balming, healing and binding them up, they ſhould rot, and break 
out to my ſhame. I know not what will be the end of my ſuffer- 
ing: I have but ſeen the one (ide of my croſs; what will be' the 
other fide, he knoweth, who hath his fire in Zion. Let him lead 
me, if it were through hell. 1 thank my Lord, my on-waiting and 
holding my peace as I do, to ſee what more Chriſt will do to me, 
is my joy. Oh, if my eaſe, joy, pleaſure for evermore, were laid in 
wadſet, and in pledge to buy praiſes to Chriſt ! Bat 1 far am from 
this. It is eaſy for a poor foul, in the deep debt of Chriſt's love, 
to ſpit farther than he does leap or jump, and to feed upon broad 
wiſhes that Chriſt may be honoured ; but in performance I am 
{tark nought. I have nothing, nothing to give Chriſt but poverty; 
except he would compriſe and arreſt my foul, and my love (oh, 
ch if he would do that!) I have nothing for him. He may 
indeed ſeize upon a dyvour's perſon, foul and body ; but he hath 
no goods for Chriſt to meddle with: but how glad ſhould my ſoul 
be, if he would forfeit my love, and never give me it again. Ma- 
dam, I would be glad to hear that Chriſt's claim to you were {till 
the more, and that you were ſtill going forward, and that you were 
nearer him. I do not honour Chriſt myſelf, but 1 wiſh all others 
to make ſale to Chrilt's houſe : I would I could invite you to go 


into your Well-beloved's houſe of wine, and that upon my word, 
| „ you 
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you would then ſee a new myſtery of love in Chriſt you never ſaw 
before. I am ſomewhat encouraged that your Ladyſhip is not 
dry and cold to Chriſt's priſoner, as ſome are: I hope it is put up 
in my Maſter's count-book. I am not much grieved, that my jeal- 


ous Huſband break in pieces my idols, that either they dare not, or 
will not do for me. My Maſter needeth not their help, but they 


need to be that ſerviceable as to help him, Madam, I have been 
that bold as to put you, and that ſweet child, in the prayers of Mr. 


Andrew Cant, Mr. James Martin, the Lady Leyes, and ſome others 


in this country that truly love Chriſt : be pleaſed to let me hear 
how the child is. The bleſſings that came upon the head of Jo- 
ſeph, and the top of the head of him who was ſeparated from his 
brethren, and the good-will of him who dwelt in the buſh, be ſeen 
upon him and you. Madam, I can ſay, by tome little experience, 


more now than before of Chriſt to you. I am ſtill upon this, that 


if you ſeck, there is a poſe, a hidden treaſure and a gold mine in 


Chriſt, you never yet ſaw ; then come and fee. Thus, recommend- 


ing you to God's dearclt mercy, I reſt 
Your own in his fweet ford Zeſus, 
at all obedience, S. R. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


M Y Lady Marſhall is very kind to me, and her-ſon alſo. 
Aberdeen, June 17. 1637. 


So — . 


48. For the right honourable, my Lady Viſcounteſs . 
KENMURE. 


My very noble and dear Lady, 
E Race, mercy and peace be to you. The Lord hath brought 
J me ſafely to Aberdeen: I have gotten lodging in the hearts 
of all I tacet with; no face that hath not ſmiled upon me; only 
the indwellers of this town are dry, cold, and general; they con- 


fiſt of Papiſts, and men of Gallio's metal, firm in no religion; and 


it is counted no wiſdom here to countenance a confined and filen- 


ced miniſter : but the ſhame of Chriſt's croſs ſhall not be my ſhame. 
Queensberry's attempt ſeemeth to ſleep, becauſe the Biſhop of 


Galloway was pleaſed to fay to the Treaſurer, I had committed 
treaſon 3 which word blunted the Treaſurer's borrowed zcal. 80 
I thank God, who will not have me to anchor my ſoul upon alle 


ground, or upon fle{h and blood; it is better it be faireacd within 


the vail, I find my old challenges reviving again, and my love of- 
ten jealous of Chriſt's love, when I look upon my own g. iiltinels ; 
and I verily think, the world hath too ſoft an opinion of the gate 


te heaven, and that many ſhall get a blind and fad beuile .07 hea- 


ven; 


ran, — _ ** 
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ven; for there is more ado than a cold and frozen, Lord, Lord: it 
"mult be a way narrower and ftraiter than we conceive, for the 
righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved. It were good to take a more 
zudicious view of Chriſtianity ; for I have been doubting, if ever 1 
knew any more of Chriſtianity than the letters of the name. I 
will not lie on my Lord : I find often much joy, and unſpeakable 
comfort, in his ſweet preſence, who ſent me hither; and I truſt, 
this houſe of my pilgrimage ſhall be my palace, my garden of de- 
lights; and that Chriſt will be kind to poor fold Joſeph, who is 
ſeparated from his brethren. I would be ſometimes too hot, and 
too joyful, if the heart-breaks at the rememberance of {in, and fair, 
fair feaſt-days with King Jeſus, did not cool me, and ſour my ſweet 
joys. Oh! how ſweet is the love of Chriſt | and how wile is that 
love ! But let faith friſt and truſt a while: it is no reaſon ſons of- 
fend, that the father giveth them not twice a-year hire, as he doth 
to hired ſervants; better God's heirs live upon hope than upon 
ire. Madam, your Ladyſhip knoweth what Chriſt hath done, to 
have all your love; and that he alloweth not his love upon your 
dear child. Keep good quarters with Chriſt in your love. I ve- 
ruy think, Chriſt hath ſaid, I muſt needs force have Jane Campbell 
tor myſelf: and he hath laid many oars in the water, to fiſh and 
hunt home over your heart to heaven: let him have his prey; he 
will think you well won, when he hath gotten you. It is good to 
have recourſe often, and to have the door open to our ſtrong hold; 
for the ſword of the Lord, the ſword of the Lord is for Scotland; 


aud yet two or three berries ſhall be left in the top of the olive- tree. 


if a ward can do my brother good in his diſtreſs, I know your La- 
dyſhip will be willing and ready to ſpeak, and more alſo, Now the 
only wiſe God, and your only, only One, he who dwelt in the 
bula, be with you. I write many kiſſes and many bleſſings in Chriſt 
tc your dear child; the bleſſings of his father's God, the bleſſings 
ne to the fatherleſs and the widow be yours and his. 5 
Aberdeen. hes Tour Ladyſhip's in his only, 
only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


P. S. Madam, Be pleaſed, at a fit time, to try my Lord of 
Lorn his mind, if his Lordſhip would be pleaſed, that I dedicate 
another work againſt the Arminians to his honourable name: for 
howbeit I wonld compare no patron to his Lordihip, and though 
ae ſufficient experience of his love; yet it is poſſtble, his Lord- 
{Hip think it not expedient at this time: but I expect your Lady- 

_ *nip's anſwer, and I hope your Ladyſhip will be plain. 


49. Fer 
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49. Fer the right honourable, my Lady BOTD. 


Madam, 
Doubt not but the debt of many, more than ordinary, favours 
to this land layeth guiltineſs upon this nation: the Lord hath 
put us in his books as a favoured people, in the ſight of the nati- 
ons; but we pay not to him the rent of the vineyard: and we 
might have had a goſpel at an eaſier rate than this goſpel; but it 
ſhould have had but as much life as ink and paper hath : we ſtand 
obliged to him, who hath in a manner forced his love on us, and 
would but love us againſt our will. 
Anent read prayers, Madam, I could never ſee precept, promiſe, 
or practice for them in God's word; our church never allowed 


them, but men took them up at their own choice : the word of 


God maketh reading, 1 Tim. iv. 13. and praying, 1 Thefl. v. 1 
two different worſhips, In reading, God ſpeaketh to us, 2 Kings 
xxii. 10, 11. in praying, we ſpeak to God, Pſal. xx1i. 2. pfal. 
XXviii. 1. I had never faith to think well of them; in my 3 
judgment, it were good they were out of the ſervice of God; 

cannot think them a fruit or effect of the ſpirit of adoption, "oi 


the uſer cannot ſay of ſuch prayers, * Let the words of my mouth | 
and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy ſight, O0 


Lord, my Strength and Redeemer ;* which the ſervants of God 


L ought to {ay of their prayers, Pſal. xix. 14. For ſuch prayers ar 


meditations ſet down in paper and ink, and cannot be his heart 
meditations who uſeth them: the ſaints never uſed them, and God 
acver communded them; and a promiſe to hear any prayers, es. 
cept the pouring ont of the ſoul to God, we can never read. As 
for ſeparation from a worſhip tor ſome errors of a church, the in 
dependency of ſingle congregations, a church of viſible ſaints, and 
other tenets of Browniſts, they are contrary to God's word, J 
have a treatiſe at the preſs at London againſt theſe conccits, as 
things which want God's word to warrant them; the Lord lay it 
not to their charge, who depart from the covenant of God with 
this land, to follow ſuch lying vaninies. 


[ did "W lately your daughter the Lady 1 . the Lord hath 


given her a child and deliverance. Now, recommending g your La- 
Aychip to the 55 grace of Chriſt, I reſt 


St, Andrews, Tours, at all reſpeaiive ohſervance 
| 27 . 8. R. 
F EDD. „ 
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Fo. 7 JOHN HENDERSON in Ruſes, | 
Loving friend, 


Earneltly deſire your ſalvation. Know the Lord, and fect 
Chriſt: you have a foul that cannot die; ſee for a lodging for 


I 


your poor ſoul : for that houſe of clay will fall; heaven or nothing, 


either Chriſt or nothing. Ule prayer in your houſe, and ſet your 


thoughts often upon death and judgment; it is dangerous to be 
looſe in the matter of your falvation ; few are ſaved ; men go to 


heaven in one's and two's, and the whole world lieth in fin. Love 
your enemies, and ſtand by the truth I have taught you in all things, 
Fear not men, but let God be your fear: your time will not be 
long; make the ſeeking of Chriſt your daily taſk; ye may, when 
ye are in the fields, ſpeak to God : ſeek a broken heart for ſin; 
for without that there is no meeting with Chriſt. I ſpeak this to 
your wife, as well as to yourſelf, I deſire your fiſter, in her fears 
and doubtings, to faſten her grips on Chriſt's love; I forbid her to 
doubt, for Chriſt loves her, and hath her name written in his book; 
her ſalvation is faſt coming: Chriſt her Lord is not ſlow in com- 

ing, nor (lack in his promiſe. Grace be with you. 5 

Aber deen. e Your loving 
paſtor, S. R. 


0 . PFF. Ix rote ooo | 


51. 70 JAMES MURRAY' Wife. 


My very dear and worthy ſiſter, 
7 Ou are truly bleſſed in the Lord, however a four world gloom 
and frown on you, if ye continue in the faith, ſettled and 
grounded, and be not moved away from the hope of the goſpel. 
It is good there is a heaven, and it is not a night-dream and a fan- 
cy: it is a wonder that men deny not there is a heaven, as they 
deny there is any way to it, but of mens making. You have lcarn- 
ed of Chriſt that there is a heaven; contend for it, and for Chriſt: 
bear well and ſubmiſſively the hard thruſt of this ſtep-mother 
World, which God will not have to be yours. I confels it is hard, 
and would God I were able to lighten you of your burden; but be- 
lieve me, this world, which the Lord will not have to be yours, 
is but the droſs, refuſe, and ſcum of God's creation, the portion of 
the Lord's poor hired ſervants, the moveables, not the heritage; a 
hard bone caſt to the dogs, holden out of the New Jerufalem, 
whereupon they rather break their teeth, than ſatisfy their appe- 
tite. It is your Father's bleſſings, and Chriſt's birth-right, that our 
Lord is keeping for you; and perſuade yourſelf alſo, (if it be good 
for them and you) your iced alſo ſhall inherit the carth; for that 
is promiſed to them, and God's bond is as good as if he world give 
| | EU} 
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every one of them a bond for thouſand thouſands. Ere ye were 
born, croſſes in number, meaſure, and weight, were written for 
you; and your Lord will lead you thorow them: make Chris 


ſure, and the world and the bleſſings of the earth ſhall be at Chriſt's 
back and beck. I ſee many profeſſors for the faſhion, profeſſors - 


of glaſs; I would make a little knock of perſecution ding them in 
twenty pieces, and the world ſhould laugh at the ſheards: therc- 
fore make faſt work; ſee that Chriſt be the ground-ſtone of your 
profeſſion ; the ſore wind and rain will not waſh away this build- 
ing; this work hath no leſs date nor to ſtand for evermore. I 
ſhould twenty times have periſhed in my affliction, if I had no: 
laid my weak back and preſſing burden both upon the ſtone, the 
Corner-ſtone laid in Zion; I am not twice fain (as the proverb is) 
but once and for ever of this Stone. Now the God of peace ca- 
blim you to the day of the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt. 

St. Andrews, | | Yours, S. R. 
:::!!! CIO CHI DOD DICE erin LC 
52. For the right honourable, my Lady Viſcounteſs of KENMUR E- 


Madam, | | 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: Tam glad to hear that 
your Ladyſhip is in any tolerable health ; and ſhall prav thar 
the Lord may be your Strength and Rock. Sure I am, he tog 
you out of the womb; and you have been caſten on him from the 
breaſts: I am confident he ſhall not leave you, till he crown the 
begun work in you. There is nothing here but diviſions i the 
church and aſſembly; for beſide Browniſts and Independ: nts, 
(who, of all that differ from us, come neareſt to walkers with God) 
there are many other ſects here of Anabaptiſts, Libertines who are 
for all opinions in religion, fleſhly and abominable Antinomians, 
and Seekers, who are for no church-ordinances, but expect apo. 
files to come and reform churches; and a world of others, all a- 
gainſt the government of preſbyteries. Luther obſerved, when 
he ſtudied to reform, that two and thirty ſundry ſects aroſe ; of 
all which (I have named but a part) except theſe called Seekers, 
who were not then ariſen he ſaid, God ſhould cruſh them, 
and that they ſhould riſe again; both which we fee accom- 
pliſhed. In the aſſembly, we have well near ended the govern- 
ment, and are upon the power of ſynods, and I hope near at au 
end with them, and foI truſt to be delivered from this priſon ſhort - 
ly. The king hath diſſolved the treaty of peace at Uxbridge, and 


adheres to his ſweet prelates; and would abate nothing but alittle 


of the rigour of their courts, and a ſuſpending of laws again ce- 
remonies, not a taking away of them. The not proſpering of your 
armies there in Scotland, is aſcribed here to the fins of the land, 
and particularly to the diviſions and backſlidings of many fro! tne 
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Epiſt. 53. 
eauſe, and the not executing of juſtice againſt bloody malignants. 
My wife, here, under the phyſicians, remembers her fervice to 
vour Ladyſhip. So, recommending you to the rich grace of Chriſt, 
I reſt, 

Lindon, March 4. 


1644. 


Your Lad) ſhip's at all obedience 
in Chri 13 8. R 


S I I oooo% 
53. For the right dincurable ,my Lady BOYD. 


— Madan, 
Race, mercy and peace to you: I received your letter on 
May 19th. We are here debating, with much contention 
of diſputes, for the juſt meaſures of the Lord's temple. It pleal- 
eth God, that ſometimes enemies hinder the building of the Lord's 
| houſe; but now friends, even gracious men (ſo I conceive of them) 
do not a little hinder the work: Thomas Goodwin, Jeremiah 
Burroughs, and ſome others, four or five, who are for the Inde- 
pendent way, ſtand in our way, and are mighty oppoſites to pre{by- 
terial government. 
for the {cripture-right of preſbytery ; eſpecially in the church of 
Jeruſalem, Act ji. iv. v. vi. xv. and the church of Epheſus, and are 
going on upon other grounds bf truth; and by the way have proven, 
That ordination of paſtors belongeth not to a ſingle congregation, 


We have carried through ſome propoſitions | 


but to a college of preſbyters, whoſe it is to lay hands upon Ti- 


mothy, and others, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 1 Tim. v. 175, Acts Kili. 1, 2, | 


3. Acts viii. 5, 6. We are to prove, That onc ſingle congregation 
| hath not power to excommunicate; which is oppoſed, not only by 
Independent men, but by many others: the truth is, we have many 


and grieved ſpirits with the work ; and for my part, I often deſpair | 


of the reformation of this land, which ſaw never any thing, but 


the high places of their fathers, and the remnants of Babylon's] 
pollutions ; and except that, not by might, nor by power, but by 
the Spirit of the Lord; I ſhould think, God hath not vet thought | 


it time for England's deliverance : for the truth is, the beſt of them 
almoſt have ſaid, An half reformation is very fair at the fir ſt; 


of the Lord: 
the land are laid deſolate, Multitudes of Anabaptiſts, Antinomi- 
ans, Familiſts, Separatiſts are here; the beſt of the people are the 
Independent way: as for myſclf, 1 know no more, if there be 3 
ſound Chriſtian (ſetting aſide ſome, yea, pot a few learned, ſome 
zealous and faithful miniſters, whom I have met with) at Lo ndon, 
(though I doubt not but there are many) than if I were in Spain; 
which maketh me bleſs God, that the communion of ſaints, how de- 
ſi able ſoever, yet is not the thivg, even that great t hing, Chriſt and 
| rem. 00 
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remiſſion of ſins, If Jeſus were uncouth, as his members are 
here, I ſhould be in a ſad and heavy condition. The houſe of 
Peers are rotten men, and hate our commiſſioners and our cauſe 
both; the life that is, is in the houſe of commons, and many of 


them alſo have their religion to chooſe. The forrows of a travail- 


ing woman are come on the land: our army is lying about York, 
and have blocked up them of Newcaſtle, and ſix thouſand papiſts 
and malignants, with Mr. Thomas Sydſerf, and fome Scottiſh pre- 
lates; and if God deliver them into their hands (conſidering how 
ſtrong the parliament's armies are, how many victories God hath 
given them fince they entered into covenant with him, and how 
weak the king is) it may be thought the land is near a deliverance ; 
but I rather deſire it, than believe it. We offered this day to the 
aſſembly a part of a Directory for worſhip, to ſhoulder out the 
Service-Book; it is taken into conſideration by the aſſemby. 
Your fon Lindſay is well, I receive letters from him almoſt every 


week. 


Landon, May 25. Tus at all obedience 
e c in Gul, S. R 
77 p . . oC oo enaBoo 

54. For the right hondurable Lady, my Lady K EN MU RE. 


Madam, | . | 
Am a little moved at your infirmity of body and health; I 
hope it is to you a real warning: And if in this life only we 

had hope, we ſhould be of all men the moit miſerable. Sore 
the huge generations of the ſeekers of the face of Jacob's God mult 


be in a lite above the things that are now much taking with us; 


ſuch as to ſee the ſun, to enjoy this life in health, and ſame good 
worldly accommodations too : and it we be making that fure, it is 
our wildom. The times would make any that love the Lord ſick, 
and faint, to conſider how iniquity abounds, and how dull we are 
in obſerving ſins in ourſclves, and how quick-ſighted to fiud them 
out in others, and what bondage we are in; and yet very often, 
when we complain of times, we are ſecretly ſlandering the Lord's 
work and wile government of the world, and raiſing a hard report 
of him: He is good, and does good, and all his ways are equal. 
Madam, I have been to ſome other (oh if 1 could to myſelf) hold- 
jag out ſome more of this, to read and ſtudy God well, and make 
the ſerious thoughts of a God-head and a God-head in Chritt, the 
work, and the only work, all the day. Oh we are little with God! 
and do all wichout God ! we (leep and wake without him; we eat, 


we ſpeak, we journey, we go about worldly buſineſs, and cur call- 


ing without God! and, conſidering what deadnels is upon the 
hearts of many, it were good that lome did not pray without God, 
and preach and praile, and read, and confer of God, without God, 

| > It 
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It is univerſally complained of, that there is a ſtrange deadneſs up. 
on the land, and on the hearts of his people: Oh if we could help 
it! But he that waters every moment his garden of red wine, 
muſt help it. I believe he will burn the briers and the thorns 
chat come againſt him. I deſire to remember your Ladyſhip to 
God, but little can I do that way: his everlaſting good-will be 
with you. . . 5 
St. Andrews, 24th July. Yeurs in the Lord 
1 Jeſus, S. R. 

I COODOODOOCOSDOOODOSOCODSODDDBCLCCODCDC OX 
85. For the right honourable and Chriſtian Lady, the Lady 

| KENMURE. 


Madam, 
| Race, mercy and peace be to yon : the Lord 1s gracious, 
who keeps your Ladyſhip in the furnace, when many put 
out their hand to iniquity one way or other. We are now ſhoulder- 
ing and caſting down one another in the dark, and the godly hid- 
den from the godly. We make our own chains heavier, by join- 
Ing with the Lord's enemies : hence new ſufferings to all, that dare 
not ſay a confederacy to thoſe to whom this people ſay a confede- 
racy, nor fear their fear. As that is my exerciſe now, who am 
not very far from being my alone (though I know in whom J have 
believed, at leaſt I ſnould know) in this place; fo J am afraid that 
the godly there comply with theſe declared enemies of God; it 
will be our ſtrength to walk between enemies and malignants on 
cither ſide; this is the day of Jacob's trouble, yet theſe dry bones 
can and muſt live. I know not if I ſhall ſee it, but J hope to take 
this quĩetneſs and ſilence of faith, in the moſt of the noiſes of the 
alarm for war, to the grave with me, that the Lord ſhall build up- 
on the church of Britain, and Ireland, a palace of ſilver, incloſed 
with boards of cedar. | Dear madam, faint not, the night is almoſt 
gone; for the viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at the end 
it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, becaule it 
will ſurely come, and not tarry. Madam, weary not; none can 
cout. bid your lodging in heaven: there is more given for it by him, 
who hath beſpoken it for Jane Campbell, and taken it for her, 
than any can offer; the ranſom of blood ſtandeth. My wife re- 
membereth her reſpects to your Ladyſhip. The child is well; 
Mrs. Gilleſpy is well we hear, but not here, Grace, grace be with 
you. | TO 
St. Andrews, Jan. 28. 
| 1053, 


Yeurs in his can Lord 
Fefus Chrift, S. R. 
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56. To the honourable and truly worthy Colonel GILBERT 
2 any KER. 


Much honoured in the Lord, | 

Ow it is with you, may appear by your letters to ſome with 
us. But it is the complaint of not a few of ſuch, who were 
in Chriſt before me, that moſt of us inhabit and dwell in a parched 
land, The people of the Lord are like a land not rained upon: 
though ſome dare not deny but this is the garden of the Beloved, 
and the vineyard that the Lord doth keep, and water every mo- 
ment; yet O where are the ſometimes quickening breathings and 
influences from heaven that have refreſhed his hidden ones ? The 
cauſes of his withdrawings are unknown to us; one thing cannot 
be denied, but that ways of high fovereignty, and dominion of 
grace, are far out of the fight of angels and men; yea, and fo a- 
bove the fixed way of free promiſes, (ſuch as, This do, and he ſhall 
| breathe and blow upon his garden) as he hath put forth a declara- 
tion to his hidden ones in Scotland, that ſmarting, wreſtlings, 
prayings, complaining, gracious miſſing, cannot earn the viſits from 
on high, nor fetch down ſhowers upon the defart. It may be, when 
we are ſaying in our graves, Our bones are dry, and our hope gone, 
that temporal and ſpiritual deiiverance may come both together; 
and that he ſhal lcauſe us feel, both the one way and the other, the 
good of his reign who ſhortly comes to the throne, Plal. Ixxii. 6. 
He ſhall come down like rain upon the mown graſs; as ſhowers 
that water the earth.“ Ver. 7. In his days fhall the righteous 
flouriſn: and abundance of peace, ſo long as the moon endureth.“ 
Ver. 12. He ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth, and the poor 

allo, and him that hath no helper.” Ver. 14. He ſhall redeem 
their ſoul from deceit and violence: and precious ſhall their blood 
be in his fight,” And though we cannot pray home a ſweet ſe2- 
| fon that way, yet Chriſt muſt bring ſummer with him, when he 
- cometh, Ver. 16. There ſhall be an handful of corn in the earth 
upon the top of the mountains, the fruit thereof ſhall hake like 
Lebanon,” I know not if I apply prophecies as I would, rather 
than as they are; when the one Shepherd is ſet over them, even 
be who ſhall ſtand (O how much do we ly!) and feed in the ſtrength 
of the Lord, the iſles (and this the greateſt of them) who weir 
for his law, are to look for that, Ezek. xxxiv. 26. And I will 
make them, and the places round about my hill a bleſſing, and I 
will cauſe the ſhowers to come down in his ſeaſon.“ And there 
8 hall be ſhowers of bleſſing: how deſireable muſt every drop of 
Ti | ſuch a ſhower be? And Hoſea xiv. 5. I will be as the dew to 
„ line), le ſhall row as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon. 
| Ver. 
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Ver. 6. His branches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty ſhall be as the 
viive-tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon,” And Iſa. lv. 13. * Inſtead 
of the thorn ſhall come up the fir-tree, and inſtead of the brier ſhall 
come up the myrtle-tree: and it ſhall be to the Lord for a name, 
an everlaſting ſign that ſhall not be cut off,” Iſa. xli. 19. 
wel plant in the wilderncſs the cedar, the ſhittah- tree, and the oil. 
tec.“ Ia, xliv. 3. I will pour water upon him that is thirſty, 
and floods upon the dry ground: J ill pour my Spirit upon thy 
t-ed, and my bleſſing upon their offspring.“ And it ſhall be no loſt 
labour, nor fruitleſs huſbandry. Ver. 6. They ſhall ſpring as 
among the graſs, as willows by the water-courſes. But when this 
ſhall be in Scotland, (and it muſt be) is better to believe than pro- 
- piety, and quietly to hope and fit ſtil] (for that is yet our ſtrength) 
than quarrel with him, that the wheels of his chariot move lei- 
| 


ourielves in our deadneſs, and are almoſt gone from godly thirſt 
and miſſing too, being half ſatisfied with our witheredneſs; no 
doubt we have marred his influences, and have not ſeconded nor 
imiled upon his actings upon us, nor have we been much of his 
train, who, Pal. cxix, doth eight times breathe out that ſuit, 
Quicken me, quicken me, So much are we deſirous to be acted 
pon by the Lord as blocks and ſtones ; and fo prodigal are we of 
his motions, as if they were no better to be huſbanded : but it is 
good, that it is not in our power to blaſt and undo his breathings; 
hot his wind bloweth where he liſteth. Could we but karn, and 
cat! a quiet ſpirit under the dewings and ſhowerings of him, that 
every moment watererh his vineyard, how happy and blefſed were 
w:-? we neither open, nor do we diſcern his knocking, nor feel his 
band put in through the key-hole, nor can we give any ſpiritual 
account of the walkings and motions of Chriſt, when he ſtands be- 
ind the wall, when he comes ſkipping over the mountains, when 
ne comes to his garden and feaſts, when he feeds among the lilies, 
whe: his ſpikenard caſts a ſmell, when he knocks and withdraws, 
and is no where to be found. O how little a portion of God do 
weſce! how little ſtudy we God! how rarely read we God, or are 
verled in the lively apprehenſions of that great unknown All in Al, 
ihe glorious God-head, and the God-head revealed in Chriſt ! We 
well far from the well, and complain but dryly of our cryucis 
aud dulneſs; we are rather dry than thirty. . 
Sir, There may be artificial pride in this kumility ; but for me, 
_ I neither know what he is, nor his Son's name, nor where he dwells: 
{ hear a report of Chiift great enough, and that is all. O what is 
nem nefs to him! what is that, to be in God, to dwell in God! 
it a houſe mnſt that be, 1 John iv. 13. How far are ſome from 


«cir houſe and home? how ill acquaint with the rooms, manhons, 
| {afcts, 


Yet this can hardly ſay any thing to us, who do ſo much pleaſe 
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ſafety, and ſweetneſs of holy ſecurity to be found in God! O what | 


eſtrangement! what wandering ! what frequent converſing with 
ſelf and the creature! Is not here the bed ſhorter than that a man 
can ſtretch himſelf on it? and the covering narrower than that he 
can wrap himſelf in it? Iſa. xxviiiz 20. When ſhall we attain to 
a living in only, only God! and be eſtranged from all the poor 
created nothings, the painted ſhadow-beings of yeſterday, which 
an hour and leſs before creation were dark waſte negatives, and 
empty nothings, and ſhould ſo have been for eternity, had the 
Lord ſuffered them to ly there for ever? It is He, the great He, 


who ſitteth upon the circle of the earth (of the world) and the in- 


hibitants thereof are as graſhoppers ; that ſtretcheth out the heayens 
as a curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in; that 
bringeth the princes to nothing, and maketh the judges of the earth 
as vanity, Iſa. xl. 22, 23. And He, the only He, and there is no 
He beſide him, Iſa. xliii. 10, 11. Iſa. xlv. 5. Men or angels, they 
are not any of them an he to him : but a living, breathing, dying 
nothing is man at bis beſt, a ſick clay-vanity; and the angel to him 
but a more excellent, living, and vnderſtanding nothing ; yet we 
live at a diſtance from him, and we die and wither, when we are 
out of God : oh if we knew how nothing we are without him, 


Sir, We deſire to mind your bonds, and are cheered and refreſhed, 
that we hear of any of his manifeſtations, and his out- goings, 


* which are prepared as the morning to you. We hope, nor need 
we deſire you not to faint, and are confident that the anointins, 
that abideth in you, teacheth you ſo much: wait upon the ipea!:- 
ing · viſion; behold he cometh, behold his reward is with him, and 


his work before him. The only wiſe God ſtrengthen you with 
all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. 
St, Andrews, July Nur at all obſervance in the 
1653. | Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


57. To Mr. JOHN SC OT at @xname. 


Reverend and dear brother, | | | | 
I Saw from C. K. a teſtimony of your presbytery againſt toler a- 
L tion, in which you have been inſtrumental; the Lord give 
ſtrength to do more. I think it both rare and neceſſary, and would 
account it a great mercy, if there were an addition of a poſtſcript 
from divers miniſters and elders, out of all the ſhires of Scotland : 
ir is really the mind of all the godly and tender in this land, It. 
believed by ſome, that the proteſting party hath quite given over 
the cauſe : I hope it is not ſo; but the Lord ſhall be yet victorious 
in his moſt deſpiſed ones. Our darkneſs is great and thick, and 
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there is much deadneſs; yet the Lord ſhall be our light. Thus ing 


recommending you to his grace, whoſe you are, I am are 
St. Andrews, April 2. ES Yeur own brother in _©5 
| 1658. the Lord, S. R. 


58. Ta Mr. JOHN SCO T at Oæname. 


Dear brother, 3 | 

"Aint not, but be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
F might; I look on it as a rich mercy, that the Lord is with 
you, ſtrengthening you, to quicken fainters, to warm and warn any 
that are cold or dead, or who deaden others. Believe it, it will be 
your peace in the end: the times are fad ; yet I perſuade myſelſ, 
the viſion will not tarry, but will ſpeak. The Lord will looſe our 
captive- bonds: O bleſſed he, though alone, who is found faſt and 
conſtant, for the deſireable intereſt of Chriſt, My humble advice 
would be, that you fee to the placing of the deacon and ruling. 
elder, or to any thing that may weaken the diſcipline : our ſecond {car 
dock of diſcipline would be heeded, ſeſſions purged. Oh! cate. hiof 
chiſing and perſonal viſiting, and ſpeaking to them /gillatim, con- 
cerning their intereſt in Chriſt, and a ſtate of converſion, is little in 
practice. The practice of family-faſts is ſcarce known to be au that 
ordinance of God. It were good you would confer with gody Jerr 
brethren in private, concerning the promoving of godlineſs, con- thal 
cerning Chriſtian conference, and praying together, worſhipping aſſei 


1 
ſubn 


of God in families, and ſolitary faſts. To his grace, who can di- 5 
rect, quicken, and ſtrengthen you, I recommend you, and am : 
= Sts Mews. Your loving brother, S. k. . 
IOCOCOCOCEDCDECCOCEEISObBCOCLECICL I IEPES>X | p 
59. To Mr. JOHN SCOT af 9xname. i 
Reverend and dear brother, | = 
Our letter that came unto me of Auguſt 2d, to be at Edin. 
burgh upon Auguſt 2d, was unknown to me by the ſubſcrip-Þ 1! 


tion; but ſince it was written for ſo honourable and warrantable s reac 
truth of Chriſt, as a teſtimony againſt toleration, if my health pre- 
would have permitted, and my daily menacing gravel, I {hould bey. 
Have come to Edinburgh: what either counſel, countenance, or gair 
clearing, you could have had from the like of me, I cannot ſay, ſion 
nor dare | fpeak much. But with a reſerve of the help of bis Joſs 
grace, I deſire to defire, and purpoſe by ſtrength from above, th way 
own that caule, and to join with you, and ſome in this church, be- cnt 
Gdes you: presbytery, who will own that cauſe, Be ſtrong in the the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. This cloud wi l over: tl et 
could we live by faith, and wait on a ſpeaking and a ſecming-cciay- i Me 
| ing 
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ing viſion, the Lord will not tarry. Grace be with yon. Many 
arc with you, but there is One who is above millions, 
St. Andrews, June 1 5. Nur own brother in 
1658. | h Lord, S. R. 
3 p DOI ; 
60. For Mr. JOHN SCOTT at Oxname. 


| Reverend and dear brother, 


poor and wretched I; but when weakneſs of body, and the 
Lord by it, did forbid me to undertake a leſſer journey to Edin- 
burgh, I am forbidden far more to journey thither ; and, belie- 
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it, nothing beſides this doth hinder, I am unable to overtake 
ö what the Lord hath laid upon me here; and therefore I deſire t. 
r ſubmit to Sovereignty, and muſt be lent : if my prayers and beſt 


d dclices to the Lord could contribute any thing for promoving of 
ce kis work, my ſoul's deſire is, That the wilderneſs, and that ce 
· (to which I owe my firſt breathing) ! in which I fear Chriſt w: 

d ſcarce named, as touching any reality or power of godlineſs, may 
& © bloſſom as a roſe. 80 deſiring and praying that his name may be 
great among you, and intreating that you may believe that the 
in names of the Lord's adverſaries mall be written in the earth, and 
u that whoſo will not come up of all the families of the earth: unto 
y Jeruſalem, to worſhip the King, the Lord of hoſts, even upon them 
n- thall be no rain; and that the Lord will create glory upon every 
g aſſembly in mount Zion; I reſt 


i St. Andrews, Fune 15, Yeu r own brether in 


[ . the Lord, S. R. 
. 9 eee « 
*. 5 61. For Mr- JAMES DURHAM Miniſter of the goſpel 

a4 af Glaſgow, you few Nays before his death, 

Li, 
g. Would ere now have written to you, had [ not known, your 
p- health, weaker and weaker, could ſcarce permit you to hear Or 


t preached to others the {kill of the Guide, and the glory of the hom 
d beyond death, And when he ſays, Come and lee, ic will be your 
or gain to obey, and go out and meet the Bridegroom : what acc-{- 
„ lion is made to the higher houſe of his kingdom ſhould not be Hur 
is Joſs, though it be real loſs to the church of God; but we count one 
tz way, and the Lord counts another way. He is infallible, and the 

only wiſe God, and needs none of us. Had he needed Moſes and 
he the prophets their Laying in the body, he could have take ang- 
i: tler way. Who dare bid you caſt your tÞ sughts back on wife 


rn chilcrea, when he hath ſaid, Leave them to me, and come vp. 


8 | OEM | Qqq 2 | hither ? 


O man oweth more to the church of God with you, than 


8 * read. I need not ſpeak much; the way you know, and have. 
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Epiſt. 62 
hither? Or who can perſuade you to die or live as if that were ar- 
bitrary to us, and not his alone, who hath determined the number 
_ of your months ? If ſo it ſeem good to him, follow your Fore-rnn- 
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ner and Guide: 


throne deſireable, and he who ſits on the throne is his alone a ſuf. 

ficient heaven. Grace, grace be with you. 

St. Andrews, June 15. 
41658. 


— . . OCD 7 
62. Mr. RUTHERFOORD' judgment, ſent to ſome bre · 
thren, about petitioning his majeſty after his return, and fer 
ouning ſuch who were cenſured while about that fo necefery 44 


duty. 


Reverend and dear brethren, 


T is a matter of difficulty to me to write at this diſtance, not ; 
It ſcems the Lord calls us to piveſÞ 
The Lord's adinir- þ 
able providence, in bringing him to his throne, and laying aſide Þ 


having heard your debates. 
indem ation to the king's majeſty of affairs. 


others, who were enemies to the cauſe and ſworn covenant of God, 
(ſo that now the government is in a right line) is to be adored; 


and J judge (without preſcribing) that ſome ſhould be ſent to his N 
majeſty, to congratulate that providence, and the reaſon of our Þ 


being ſo flow in ſending would be rendered. 1. We would 


write, not in the name of the kirk of Scotland, but in the name of Þ 
the moſt con ſiderable number of godly miniſters, elders, and pro 
feſſors, who both pray for the king, are obedicnt to his laws, and 


are under the oath of God for the ſworn reformation. 2. It is 
better now, than after ſentences and trouble, to have recourſe to 
him, who is by place Pater Patriæ. 
all humility for protection, countenance, far more for Jawful liber- 
ty to fear the bond of the oath of the dreadful and moſt high Lord, 
avouching to his majeſty, that the Lord, his holy name being inter- 


poſed, will own that covenant, and bleſs his majeſty with a happy 
and ſucceſsful reign, in the owning thereof, and kiſſing of 
the Son of God. And when the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to grant 
that to us, which concerns religion, the beauty of his houſe, the 
propagating of the goſpel, the government of the Lord's kingdom, ; 
without popery, prelacy, unwritten traditions and ceremonies ; let 


his majeſty try our loyalty with what commands he ſhall be plcaf: 
ed to lay on us, and ſee it we be found rebellious. 


produce our Written teſtimonies agaiuſt them; our not accepting 
of offices and places of truſt from them; our teſtimonies againſt 
their ulurpation, covenant: breaking, toleration of all religions, cor- 
| rupt 


it is an unknown land to you, who was never 
there before; but the land is good, and the company before the Þ 


Tours in the Lord, 8. R. 


3. We would ſupplicate in Þ 


4. We would | 
diſclaim ſuch as have ſinfully complied with the late ufurpers; Þ 
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rupt Sectarian ways, for which the Lord hath broken them. 5. 
r | We are repreſented to his majeſty as ſuch who would not conſent 
. | that the remonſtrance of the weſtern forces ſhould be condemned 
r | by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly : whereas, (1.) We | 
«| did humbly deſire, that the judicature would not condemn nor {| | 
| 


f. cenſure that remonſtrance, till the gentlemen were heard, and their 

' reaſons diſcuſſed. (2.) Whatever demur was as to the banding 
or combining part of it, we were, and are obliged to believe, they 
had no Sectarian deſign therein, nor levelling intention. (3.) 
v | They are gentlemen moſt loyal, and never were enemies to his ö 
„ majeſty's royal power; but only deſired that ſecurity might be 


" | had for religion, and the people of God; perſons diſaffected to re- l 

1 5 2 f 

J Jigion and the ſworn covenant abandoned; otherwiſe they were 
and ſtilffare willing to hazard lives and eſtates, for the juſt greatnels 


and ſafety of his majeſty, in the maintenance of the true religion, 

* covenant and cauſe of God. The only difficulty will be, where to 
ot have fit men to ſend. But as it will be both fin and ſhame for us, 
eek to defert our undeſervedly now cenſured brethren ; ſoit will be our ! 
r-® fin and reproach, ſinfully to comply with ſuch things and courſes, 
qe] as we teſtified againſt, and confeſſed to God. I can ſay no more 
, at preſent, but I am 


; E St. Andrews, 1660. Nur loving brother, S. R. 

is Þ 5 

I Do KY 

of 63. Mr. RUTHERFOORD' judgment of a draught or 

on - minute of a petition, to have been preſented to the Committee 

d of Eſtates, by thoſe miniſters who were then priſoners in the 

is caſtle of Edinburgh, for that other well-known petition to his ma- 114 
o jeſty, about which they were, when ſeized upon and made pii- | | | 
nk Afoners, | 


But that ns man may miſtake or judge amiſs of perſons, ſo fixed in = 
the cauſe, and faithful in their generations ; know, that this 444 
draught was not ſent to Mr. Rutherford, as a paper concluded M1 
and condeſcended upon among theſe brethren, whiſe laue to truth = 

made them in all things, fs tender, that they were ever found to 


. - abſtain from all appearance F evil: but it was more like the ſig- i 
geſtion of ſome other men ( wherein was laid before them what kind il 


of addreſs would maſt probably fleaje, waving the juſt meaſures of | 
| what was fumply duty in their circumflances ) than any thing | 
. fowing from themſelves, as the product of a mature deliberation, N 


d und Secondly, Anow (which confirmeth what was ſaid) that | 
s; whatever it was, or whoever gave the riſe to it, yet it was never = 
ig made uſe of, nor preſented to the Committee of Eſtates, by any of 1 
it theſe faithful men, whe praiſe, fer their fidelity, fixedneſs, real 

r-& ard untainted integrity, is in the clurches of Chriſt. 


Dear 4 


* ws — 
Os nine ä — 


404 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. 63, 
Dear brother, 5 
Am (as ye know) ſtraitened as another ſuffering man; but dare 
not petition this Committee, 1. Becauſe it draws us to capi. 
tulate with ſuch as have the advantage of the mount, the Lord fo 
diſpoſing for the preſent : and to bring the matters of Chriſt to 
yea and no (you being priſoners, and they the powers) is a hazard, 
2, A ſpeaking to them in writ, and paſſing in ſilence the ſworn 
covenant, and the cauſe of God, which is the very preſent contro- 
verſy, is contrary to the practice of Chriſt and the apoſtles, who 
being accuſed, or not accuſed, avouched Chriſt to be the Son of 
God, and the Meſſias, and that the dead mult rife again, even 
when the adverſary misſtated the queſtion. Yea, ſilence of the 


cuuſe of God, which adverſaries perſecute, ſeems a tacit deſerting 


of the cauſe, when the {tate of the queſtion is known to beholders; 


- nd I know the brethren intend not to leave the cauſe. 3. I know 


no offence you have given (I will not ſay what offence may be ta- 
ken) either as to the matter or manner of your petition : for if 
what you have done be a neceſſary duty, laid aſide by others, a 
duty can never give an offence to Chriſt, and ſo none to men. But 
Chriſtians will look upon a pions, harmleſs and innocent petition 
to the prince, in the matters of the Lord's honour, and good of 


his church, though proffered by one or two, when they are ſilent 


whoſe it is to ſpeak and att, as a ſeaſonable duty. 4. The draught 
of that petition, which you ſent me, ſpeaks not one word of the 
£ovenant of God; for the adhering to which you now ſuffer, and 
which is the object of mens hatred ; and the deſtruction whereof 
13 the great work of the times: and your ſilence, in this nick of 
time, appears to be a non-confefſion of Chriſt before men; and 
you want nothing to beget an uncleanly deliverance, but the pro- 
zeſhon of ſilence. 5. There is a promiſe and real purpoſe (as the 
p-rition faith) to live peaceable under the king's authority. But, 
(1) You do not anſwer ſo candidly and ingenuouſly the mind of 


the rulers, who to your knowledge mean a far other thing, by au— 


thotity, than you do; for you mean his juſt authority, his authort- 
tr. in the Lord, and his juſt greatneſs, in the maintenance of true 
religion, as in the Covenant, Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms, 
iz expreſſed, from the word of God. They mean his ſupreme au- 
thority and abſolute prerogative above laws, as their acts clear, and 
as their practice is; for they refuſed to ſuch as were unwilling to 
ſubſcribe their bond, to add authority in the Lord, or juſt and law: 
fal authority, or authority as is expreſſed in the covenant, But 
thi: draught of a petition, under your own hand, yields the ſenſe 
and meaning io them, which they crave. (2.) That authority, 
for which they contend, is excluſive of the ſworn covenant ; fo tht, 
except ve had ſud, You {hall be ſubject to the king's Re 
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„ 64 LET TERS. | 495 
dd, or according to the {worn covenant, you ſay nothing to | 
ine point in hand; and that ſure is not your meaning. (3. Who- | 
ever promiſed ſo much of peaceable living under his majeſty's au- | | 
thority, leaving out the expoſition of the fifth commandment, as || 
your petition doth, may upon the very ſame ground ſubſcribe the | | | | 
bond refuſed by the godly; and ſo you pals from the covenant, and 11 
make all theſe by-paſt actings of this kirk and ſtate, thoſe years | 
by-paſt, to be horrid rebellion; and how deep that guiltineſ3 
draws, conſider. 6. A condemning of the remonſtrance, ſimply Ii 
and without any limitation and diſtinction, is a condemaing of {| 
many precious ones in the land, and paſſing from the cauſes of [4 
God's wrath, which is the chief matter of the Remonſtrance. 7. 
That nothing is before your eyes, but the exoneration of your | 
conſcience, is indeed believed by the godly, who know you: but | 
a paſſing in ſilence of the honeſt materials in your former petition 
to his majeſty, ſeems to be a deſerting thereof, ſince, in all your pe- 
tition, you do not once fay, you cannot but adhere to that pious 
petition, as your neceſſary duty; and that you intend in the peti- 
tion the happineſs of his majeſty, is alſo believed. Dear brother, 
fhew to our brethres, the Lord Chriſt in your perſons hath ſtated | 
a queſtion betwixt him and the powers on earth: the only wiſe 1 
God lead you now, when he hath brought you forth in public, f 
ſo to act, as if ye did fee Jeſus Chriſt by you, and beholding you, | 
It is eaſy for ſuch as are on the ſhore, to throw a counſel to thoſe 1 
that are toffed in the fea : but only living by faith, and by fetching 
ſtrength and comfort from Chriſt, can you be victorious, and have 
right to the precious promiſes of the tree of life, of the hidden 
Manna, of the gifted morning; Star, and the like, made to thoſe who 
overcome ; to whoſe ſtrength and grace, brethren, who deſire with 
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| | 
me to remember you, do recommend you, I am, : | j | 
e | St. Andrews, 1660, Dear brother, yours in | 
t, | 4s . the Lord, S. R. 1 
of 1 SD cn edo pj 
oy 64. For the right hancurable, my Lady Viſcounteſs if '} 
3 KENMURE. _ | 
s, Madam, | | | 
u- 1 T is not my part to be unmindful of you: be not afflicted for 
ad 1 your brother, the Marquis of Argyle; as to the main, in my 1 
to Weak apprehenlion, the ſeed of God being in him, and love to the i 
w- people of God and his cauſe, it will be well: the making particular | 
ut $M beckoning with the Lord, and peace with God, and owning his | 
aſe Caule when tco many difown it, will make his peace with the kin 0 
y, the ſurer. The Lord is beginning to reckoa with ſuch as did for- 
t. f lake his cauſe nd covenant ; and until we return to him, cur p-ace 


in hall not be L ke a r.ver and as the waves of the ſta, Eowe er, 
the | | the 


495 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epi'! 6; 
the opening of the boſom, to take in all the malignants, can pra- 
dos better fruits, The Lord calleth us to flee into our cham. 
bers, and ſhut the doors, till the indignation be over, Iſa. xxvi. 
20. The lily among the thorns is ſo ſerved; he hideth himſelf 
and our mountain is removed, and we are troubled : but the Lord 
reigns, let the earth tremble, and let the earth rejoice. The Lord 
without blood broke the yoke of uſurping oppreflors, and laid 


them aſide; the ſame Lord can ſettle throne and kingdom on the 


pillars of heaven: but O the controverſy the Lord hath with Edom, 
and thoſe who covenanted with us, and then fold us; and with 
thoſe of whom the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks, Lam. ii. 14. Thy pro- 
phets have ſeen vain and fooliſh things for thee; they have not 
diſcovered thine iniquity to turn away thy captivity, but have ſeen 
for thee falſe burdens and cauſes of baniſhment.” The time of 
Jacob's ſuffering is but ſhort, and the viſion will ſpeak : could we 
be from under deadneſs, and watch unto wreſtling and prayer with 


_ the Lord, and live more by faith, we ſhould be more than conquer- 


ors. Wait upon the Lord, faint not; the Lord Jeſus be with your 
ſpirit.” - - ns 
St. Andrews, July 24. Yours at all reſpective 
1660. obſervance in the 
| | Lord, S.R. 


65. For Mrs. C RA! G, upon the death of her hepeful fon, wha 
was drowned waſhing himſelf in à river in France, 


Miſtr eſs, 85 
Ou have ſo learned Chriſt, as now in the furnace, what droſs, 
what ſhining of faith may appear, muſt come forth. I heard 
of the removal of your ſon Mr. Thomas; though I be dull enough 
in diſcerning, yet I was witneſs to ſome ſpiritual ſavourineſs of the 


ucw birth and hope of the reſurrection, which I faw in the hope- 


tal youth, when he was, as was feared, a-dying in this city. And 
{ince it was written and adviſedly appointed, in the ſpotleſs and 
holy decree of the Lord, where, and before what witneſſes, and in 
what manner, whether by a fever, the mother being at the bed fide, 
or ſome other way in a far country, (dear patriarch died in Egypt, 
precious to the Lord have wanted burials, Pfal. Ixix. 3.) your 
iafeſt will be, to be ſilent, and command the heart to utter no fe- 
pining and fretting thoughts of the holy diſpenſation of God. 1. 
Tue man is beyond the hazard of diſpute, the precious youth 13 


per fected and glorified. 2. Had the youth Iyen year and. day 


pained beſide a witneſſing mother, it had been pain and grief 


lengthened out to you in many portions, and every parcel 2 
| | | have 
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have been a little death; now his holy Majeſty hath, in one lun 
and maſs, brought to your ears the news, and hath not divided the 


orief in many portions. 3. It was not yeſterday's thought, or 


the other year's ſtatute; but a counſel of the Lord of old; and, 
who can teach the Almighty knowledge? 4. There is no way of 
quieting the mind, and of filencing the heart of a mother, but 
godly ſubmiſſion: the readieſt way for peace and conſolation to 
clay-veſſels is, that it is a ſtroke of the Potter and Former of all 
| things; and fince the holy Lord hath looſed the grip, when it was 
faſtened ſure on your part, I know your light, and I hope your 


heart alſo will yield: it is not ſafe to be at pulling and drawing 


with the omnipotent Lord; let the pull go with him, for he is 
| ſtrong; and ſay, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
6. His holy method and order is to be adored: ſometime the huſ- 
| band before the wife, and ſometime the ſon before the the mother; 
| fo hath. the only wiſe God ordered: and when he is ſent before 
and not loſt, in all things give thanks. 6. Meditate not too much 


on the ſad circumſtances, the mother was not witneſs to the laſt 


ſight poſſibly cannot get leave to mind the fon, nor to weep over 
his grave, and he was in a ſtrange land; there is a like nearneſs 10 
heaven out of all the countries of the earth. 7. This did not 
ſpring out of the duſt ; feed and grow fat by this medicine, aud 
fare of the only wiſe Lord: it is art and the {kill of faith to read 
what the Lord writes upon the croſs, and to ſpell and conſtruct 
right his ſenſe; often we miſcall words and ſentences of the croſs, 
and either put nonſenſe on his rods, or burden his Majeſty with 
ſlanders and miſtakes, when he minds for us thoughts of peace and 
love, even to do us good in the latter end. 8. It is but a private 
ſtroke on a family, and little to the public arrows ſhot again ſt 
grieved Joſeph, and the afflicted; but ah! dead, ſenſeleſs and guil- 
ty people of God; this is the day of Jacob's trouble. 9. There 
is a bad way of wilful ſwallowing of a temptation, and not digeſt- 
ing it, or laying it out of memory without any victoriouſneſs of faith; 
the Lord, who forbids fainting, forbids alſo deſpiſing: but it is 
eaſter to counſel than to ſuffer; the only wiſe Lord furniſh pat:- 
ence. It were not amiſs to call home the other youth. I am not 
a little afflicted for my Lady Kenmure's condition; I deſire, when 
you lee her, remember my humble reſpects to her: my wife hear- 
| tily remembers her to you, and is wounded much in mind with 
your preſent condition, and ſuffers with you. Grace be with you. 

St. Andrews, May 4. 1660. _ Tours in the Lord, S. K. 
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66. A letter from Mr. SAMUEL RUTH ERF O ORD , 
Mr. WILLIAM GUTHRY, when the army was at Stir. 
ling, after the defeat at Dunbar, and the godly in the Weſt wer, 

falſely branded with intended compliance with the uſurpers, about 
the time when theſe debates, and that difference concerning thi 
public refelutions are, 


Reverend brother, 


] Did not dream of ſuch ſhortneſs of breath, and fainting in the : 
1 way toward our country: I thought I had no more to do bu 
die in my neſt, and bow down my ſinful head, and let him put on 
the crown, and fo end. I have ſuffered much; but this is the thick. 
eſt darkneſs, and the ſtraiteſt ſtep of the way J have yet trode. 1 
ſee more ſuffering yer behind, and I fear from the keepers of the vine, 
Let me obtain of you, that you would preſs upon the Lord's peo- 
ple, that they would ſtand far off from theſe merchants of fouls, 
come in amongſt you, If the way revealed in the word be tha | 
way, we then know, theſe foul-coupers and traffickers ſhew not! 
the way of ſalvation, Alas! alas! poor I am utterly loſt, my ſhare 


of heaven is gone, and my hope is periſhed, and I am cut off from 


the Lord, if hitherto out of the way: but! dare not judge kind | 


Chriſt ; for if it may be but permitted, (with reverence to his great- 
neſs and highnels be it ſpoken) I will before witneſſes produce his 


own hand, that he ſaid, This is the way, walk thou in it: and he 


cannot except againſt his own ſeal. I profeſs I am almoſt broken 


and a little ſleepy, and would fain put off this body; but this is“ 
my infirmity, who would be under the ſhadow and covert of that | 


good land, once to be without the reach and blaſt of the terrible 


one. But I am a fool; there is none that can overbid, or take my 
lodging over my head, fince Chriſt hath taken it for me. Dear 


brother, help me, and get me the help of their prayers who are 


' With you, in whom is my delight. You are much ſuſpected of in- | 


tended compliance ; I mean not of you only, but of all the people 
of God with you. It is but a poor thing, the fulfilling of my joy; 
but let me obteſt all the ſerious ſeekers of his face, his ſecret ſealed 


ones, by the ſtrongeſt conſolations of the Spirit, by the gentlenels 
ct Jeſus Chriſt, that Plant of renown, by your laſt accounts, and 


appearing betcre God, when the white throne ſhall be fet up, be 
not deceived vith their fair vores: though my ſpirit be aſtoniſhed 
at the cunning diſtinctions, which are found out in the matters of 
the covenant, that help may be had againſt theſe men; yet my 


heart trembleth to entertain the leaſt thought of joining with thelc 


dcceivers. Grace, grace be with you. Amen. 


St. Andrews. Nur own brotier in cur common Lerd 
| and Saviour, S. R. 
67. Fer 
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67. For my reverend brother, Chriſt's ſoldier in bonds, Mr. 
JAMES GUTHRY, miniſter of the goypel at Stirling. 


Dear brother, 8 
I/ E are very oft comforted with the word of promiſe; though 
we {tumble not a little at the work of holy providence ; 
ſome earthly men flouriſhing as a green herb and the people of God 


: counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter, and killed all the day long; and 


yet both word of promiſe, and works of providence, are from him, 


= whoſe ways are equal, ſtraight, holy and ſpotleſs. As for me, 
when I think of God's diſpenſations, he might juſtly have brought 
to the market - croſs, and to the light, my unſeen and ſecret abomi- 
Z nations, which would have been no ſmall reproach to the holy 
name, and precious truths of Chriſt ; but in mercy he hath cover- 
= ed theſe, and ſhapen and carved out more honourable cauſes of 
* ſaffering, of which we are unworthy. And now, dear brother, 
much depends upon the way and manner of ſuffering, eſpecially, 
that his precious truths be owned with all heavenly boldneſs ; anc 


a reaſon of our hope given in meekneſs and fear; and the ropa! 
crown, and abſolute ſupremacy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Prince of the kings of the earth, avouched, as becometh : for cer- 


| tain it is, Chriſt will reign the Father's King in mount Zion; and 


his ſworn covenant will not be buried. It is not denied, but cur 
practical breach of covenant firſt, and then our legal breach there- 
of, by enacting the ſame miſchief, and framing it into a law, may 


& heavily provoke our ſweeteſt Lord: yet there are a few names in 
the land, that have not defiled their garments, and a holy ſeed, on 


whom the Lord will have mercy, like the four or five olive-berries 
upon the top of the ſhaken olive-tree, and their eye ſnall be toward 
the Lord their Maker. Think it not ſtrange, that men deviſe a- 


gainſt you: whether it be to exile, the earth is the Lord's; 
& perpetual impriſonment, the Lord is your light and liberty; or 4 


violent and public death, for the kingdom of heaven conſiſts in a 
fair company of glorified martyrs, and witneſſes, of whom Jesus 
Chriſt is the chief witffeſs, who for that cauſe was born, and came 


into the world. Happy are ye, if you give teſtimony to the world 


of your preferring Jeſus Chriſt to all powers; and the Lord w 


make the innocency and Chriſtian loyalty of his defamed and de- 


ſpiſed witneſſes in this land to ſhine to after-generations, and will 
take the Man child up to God and to his throne, and prepare 
hiding place in the wilderneſs for the mother, and cauſe the earth 


do help the woman. Be not terrified ; fret not: forgive your ene- 
mies; bleſs and curſe not; for though both you and I ſhonid he 

ſilent, ſad and heavy is the judgment and indignation fiom the 
Lord, that is abiding the unfaithfal watchmcn of the church of 


Ert2: Scotland, 
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Scotland. The ſouls under the altar are crying for juſtice, and 
there is an anſwer returned already: the Lord's ſalvation will not 
tarry. Caſt the burden of wife and children on the Lord Chrif, 
he cares for you and them: your blood is precious in his ſight, 
I be everlaſting conſolations of the Lord bear you up, and give you 
hope: for your ſalvation (if not deliverance) is concluded. 

St. Andrews, Feb. 15. | Your own brother, S. R. 

1661. 0 3 | 
68, To ABERDEEN. 


Reverend and dearly beloved in the Lord, 
Race be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jcius Chriſt. There were ſome who rendered 
thanks, with knees bowed to him, © of whom 1s named the whole 
family in heaven and earth, when they heard of your work of faith, 
and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jeſus ;' and 
rejoiced not a littie, that where Chriſt was ſcarce named in ſavouri- 


neſs and power of the goſpel, even in Aberdeen, that there Chriſt # 


hath a few names precious to him, who ſhall walk with him in 
white. We looked on it (he knoweth, whom we deſire to ſerve 


in our ſpirit, in the goſpel of his Son) as a part of the fulfilling of : 


that, The wilderneſs and ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them; 
and the deſart ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as a roſe :* but now it is 
more grievous to us than a thouſand deaths, when we hear that 


you are ſhaken, and ſo ſoon removed from that, which you once 
acknowledged to be the way of God. Dearly beloved, the ſheep Þ 
follow Chriſt, who calleth them by name: a ſtranger they will 
not follow; but they flee from him, for they know not the voice 
of a ſtranger. You know the way, by which you were ſealed to 
rhe day or redemption; and ye received the Spirit by the hearing 
of faith: part not with that way, except ye ſee there be no reſt 
for your ſouls therein; neither liſten to them that ſay, Many were 
converted under epiſcopal as well as under preſbyterial govern- 


mant: and yet the godly gave teſtimony againſt the Biſhops ; for 
tie inſtruments of converſion lothed epiſcopacy, with the ceremo- 


nies thereof, and never ſealed it with their ſufferings. But we 


hall deſire inſtances of any engaged by oaths, and by the ſufferings 
of the faithful meſſengers of God, and the manifeſtation of the 
Lord's preſence, in the way you now focſake, who yet turned 
from it, and went one ſtep toward finful ſeparation, and did 
it in that way you now aim at, and did yet flouriſh and grow 
in grace: but we can bring proofs of many who left it, 
and went further on to abominable ways of error. And you have 
it not in your power, where you ſhall lodge at night, having once 
lett the way of God; and many we know loſt peace and communt- 
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on with God, and fell in a condition of withering, and, not being 
able to find their lovers, were forced to return to their firſt Huſ- 
band. We ſhall intreat you, conſider what a ſtumbling it is ts 
malignant oppoſers of the way and cauſe of God, who with their 
ears heard you, and with their eyes ſaw you, ſo ſtrenuouſly take 
part with the godly in their ſufferings, and profeſs yourſelves for 
religion, truth, doctrine, government of the houſe of God, his co- 
venant and cauſe ; if now you build again what you once deſtroyed, 
and deſtroy what you builded ; and ſhall you not make yourſelves, 
by ſo doing, tranſgreſſors? How ſhall it wound the hearts of the 
godly, ſtain the profeſſion, darken the glory of the goſpel, ſhake 


the faith of many, weaken the hands of all, if you, and you firſt 


of all in this kingdom, ſhall ſtretch out the hands to raze the walls 
of our Jeruſalem, by reaſon of which the Lord made her terrible 
as an army with banners; for, when kings came, and ſaw the pa- 
Jaces and bulwarks thereof, they marvelled and were troubled, and 
haſted away; fear took hold of them there, and pain as of a wo- 
man in travail, And we ſhall be prieved, if you ſhould be heirs to 
the guiltineſs of breaking down the fame hedge of the vineyard, for 
the which the ſad indignation of God purſueth this day the 
royal family, many nobles houſes great and fair, and all the prela- 
tical party in theſe three kingdoms. And when your dear bre- 


 threnare weak and fainting, ſhall we believe that you will leave us, 


and be divided from this fo bleſſed a conjunction? The Lord Je. 
ſus Chriſt, we truſt, ſhall walk in the midſt of the golden candle- 
ſticks, and be with us, if you will be gone from us. Beloved in 
the Lord, we cannot but be perſuaded of better things of you; 
and we ſhall not conceal from you, that we are ignorant what to an- 
ſwer, when we are reproved on your behalf, in regard that your 
change to another goſpel-way (which the Lord avert) is ſo much 
the more ſcandalous, that the ſudden alteration, unknown to us 
before, now overtaketh you, when men come amongſt you, againſt 


whom the furrows of the fields of Scotland do complain. Forget 


1 


not, dear brethren, that Chriſt hath now the fan in his hand, and 
this is alſo the day of the Lord, that ſhall burn as an oven; and 
that Chriſt now ſitteth as a refiner of ſilver, purifying the ſons of 


Levi, and purging them as gold and filver, that they may offer unto 


the Lord an offering of righteouſneſs: and theſe that keep the 
Word of his (not their own) patience, ſhall be delivered from the 
hour of temptation, that ſhall come on all the earth to try them, 


It you exclude all non-converts from the viſible city of God, in 


> Which daily multitudes in Scotland, in all the four quarters of the 
I land, above whatever our fathers ſaw, throng into Chriſt, ſhall they 
not be left to the lions and wild beaſts of the foreſt, even to Je- 


ſuits, Seminary-prieſts, and other ſeducers? for the magiſtrate hath 


no power to compel them to hear the goſpel, nor have you any 
| 17 55 church. 
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church- power over them, as you teach; and they bring not 
love to the goſpel and to Chriſt out of the womb with them, and 
fo they muſt be left to embrace what religion is moſt ſuitable to 
corrupt nature: nor can it be a way approven by the Lord in 
. ſcripture, to excommunicate from the viſible church (which is the 
ofice-houſe of free grace of Chriſt, and his draw-net) all the mul. 
titudes of non-converts, baptized, and viſibly within the covenant 
of grace, which are in Great Britain, and all the reformed churches; 
and fo to ſhut the gates of the Lord's gracious calling upon ai 
theſe, becauſe they are not, in your judgment, choſen to ſalvation, 
when once you are within yourſelves : for how can the Lord call Þ 
Fgypt his people, and Aſſyria the work of his hands, and all the 
Gentiles (who for number are as the flocks of Kedar, and the a- þ 
bundance of the ſea) the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, Þ 
if you number infants, as many do, and all ſuch as your charity 
cannot judge converts, as others do, among Heathens and Pagans, 
who have not a viſible claim and intereſt in Chriſt ? The candle. 
{tick is not yours, nor the houſe; but Chriſt fixeth and removeth Þ 
the one, and buildeth or caſteth down the other, according to his 
iovereignty, Wein humility judge ourſelves, though the chief of 
Faners, the ſons of Zion, and of the ſeed of Chriſt : if you remote 
from us, and carry from hence the candleſtick, let our Father be 
judge, and ſhew us, why the Lord hath bidden you come out from 


amongus. We look upon ihis viſible church, though black and 


ipotted, as the hoſpital and gueſt houſe of ſick, halt, maimed and! 
withered, over which Chriſt is Lord-phyſician and Maſter ; and we] 
would wait upon theſe that are not yet in Chriſt, as our Lord wait- Þ 
d upon us and you both. We therefore, your brethren, children 
of one Father, cannot but, with tears and exceeding ſorrow of heart,] 
earneſtly intreat, beſeech, and obteſt you by the love of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, by his ſufferings, and precious ranſom he paid for us 

both, by the conſolations of his Spirit, by your appearance before] 
_ he dreadful tribunal of our Lord Jeſus; yea, and charge you be- 
tore God and the fame Lord Jeſus, who ſhall judge the quick and 
the dead, at his appearing, and in his kingdom: break not the ſpi- Þ 
its and hearts of thoſe to whom you are dear as their own fou!, 
{or{ake not the aſſemblies of the people of God, let us not di. 
de. Not a few of the people of God, in this ſhire of Fife, 
in whoſe name I now write, dare fay, if you depart, you ſhall leave] 
Chriſt behind you with us, and the golden candleſticks, and ſhall Þ 
caſt yourſelves (we much fear) out of the hearts and prayers df 
thouſands, dear to Jeſus Chriſt in Scotland: therefore, before you Þ 
{ix judgment and practice on any untrodden path, let a day of bu. 
miliation be agreed upon by us all, and our Father's mind and wil 
inquired, through our one common Saviour; and let us fee one a 
nother's ces at beſt conveniency; and plead the od 1 a 
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Chriſt, and be comforted, and not ſtumble at your ways. So ex- 
pecting your anſwer, we ſhall pray that the God of peace that 


brought again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd 
of the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, may 


make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 

you that which is well-pleafing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, 

and ſhall remain 5 hn | 
St. Andrews. Your aff eflionate brother 


in the Lord, S. R. 
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7 FX 7 Hoſoever thou art, into whoſe hands theſe letters may come, 


in order to thine own eſtabliſhment in the truth, and con- 
{naing in the faith of God's elect, grounded and ſettled, and that 


£1124 mayſt not be moved away from the hope of the goſpel, where - 
ol thou haſt heard, by the flight of men, and cunning craftineſs, ins 
wherewith they ly in wait to deceive; thou art defired to take 
notice, to What dreadful and ſtrong deluſions, ſuch who were] 
ring. leaders in this ſeparation, together with not a few of their fol- 
towers (fome I except, becauſe God hath excepied them; and 


pray, that he may ſtill both except them, and let them fee alſo the 
&r: of what acceſſion they had to this, which is fo puniſhed in 0- 
thers, while they are paſt by and preſerved) have been left, and 


given up of God. Remember with fear and trembling, how the 
great God, who confirmeth the word of his ſervants, and perform- Þ 
eth the counſel of his meſſengers, hath fulfilled upon many of thoſe, Þ 
who fel off from, and forſook the communion of his church ot 


Scotland, that which this great Seer (much upon his Maſter's 
!:crets, becauſe he had frequent acceſs to lean his head upon hi! 
Freaft who came out of the Father's boſom) foreſaw would toliow 
upon this turning-aſide, and fall upon the head of ſuch toriax> 


©! a church, ſo often honoured by receiving ſignal teſtiinonics 0i 


the great Bridegroom' love towards her, as his ſpouſe, in #£joicing 
Oel 
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over her with ſinging, and fo frequently helped to give him teſti- 
monies of her endeared affection to him, as her Head, Huſband, 
ſupreme Lord and Governor. In this we may through grac? 
kumbly boaſt (nay, deſpiſe or envy who will, we cannot do lets, 
without being guilty of the baſeſt ingratitude) that we have not 
been inferior (O bleſſed be his grace to whom we owe it! and it 
is for. the commendation of his glorious goodneſs we mention it) 
whatever we were beyond them, to any church we know upon the 
earth, It is true, this ſucceſſion ſeemed at the firſt but a ſmall remove 
(O that there they had ſtopped their career, and ſtood without going 
forward, when it was downward) and in a matter wherein the great 
foundations of the goſpel were not ſo immediately concerned, nor 
ſtruck at; yet, after they had gone forth from us (as a witneſs of 
his diſpleaſure againſt that rent and ſchiſm, made in his body 
and that the truth of what his faithful ſervant had foretold them, 
would be the iſſue of that courſe, might be verified, viz. That, if 
they departed, they ſhould leave Chriſt behind them, keeping houſe 
with their mother, as his wife, in whole face they had tpit, and, 
in running thus away, had made fooPs haſte from home) there was 
no ſtanding nor fixing, till the moſt fervid and furious drivers in 
that rent, rolled themſelves headlong into this abyſs of all abomina- 
tions, deſperate Quakeriſm ; and ſo that the place thereafter became 
the ſeat, ſeminary, and teed-plot, wherein this root of bitter neſs, 
whereby the church of Chriſt is troubled, and many defiled, hath 
ſprung up. And | would alſo ſtir up thy pure mind, by way of remem- 
brance, thatt hou mayſt beeſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, beſeeching 
thee to conſider with awtul regard, how one pariſh particularly in the 
Welt of Scotland, with ſome perſons in the adjacent places, foriak- 
ing us, and falling off from us, upon the fame pretence, were like- 
wile in the ſame manner (after other ſignifications of his diiplea- 
ture againſt their way, evident beyond denial, and contributive to 
the eftabliſhment of ſuch who take notice thereof) left of the Lord, 
after their many other wanderings, to plunge and precipirate them- 
lelves into this ditch, and deep pit; in which poſture they ſtill ly, 
without pitying themſclves, or imploring the help of others. And 


though theſe, and the like, might have been warning ſufficient, to. 
«ll the proteſſors of the truth to have continued in his good- 


neſs, while they beheld the juſt ſeverity of God upon them which 


fell; yet I cannot conceal it, that, as it is a grief, beyond all that 
the lerious ſervants of the Lord have groaned under, or do find, 


becauſe of their other ſufferings, to ſee how many have followed 
theſe pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the way of truth is evil 
ipoken of; fo it fills them with amazement, anxiety, yea, finking 
«and in{upportable {orrow, to fee not a few profeſlors of the truth 
lv little touched at the heart for, and troubled at, the power and 
prer.lency of theſe ſovl-murdering deluſions ; but wolking with 
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ing contagion, as if they did not thereby provoke the Lord to leave 
them to that, which ought to be equally lothſome and hateful to 
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as little care, circumſpection and fear of coming near this ſpread- 


their ſouls, with hell. Is it not ſtrange, that ſome will ſtand aloof 
from Prelates, and profeſs an hatred at, and abhorrence of Pope- 
ry, Arminianiſm, Eraſtianiſm, Socinianiſm, Arianiſm, Pelagianiſm, 
Familiſm, Antinomianiſm, Atheiſm, and Heatheniſm, &c. and yet 
there will be a fearleſs, yea, familiar converting with abominable 
Quakers, without all due dread of being deſerted of God, and left 
to a defiling of themſelves with Satan's ſlime wherewith they are 
beſmeared, and that botch of hell which is running upon them, 
wherewith many, becauſe of their too near approach, have been, 
and are infected; yea, and a ſpeaking of them as a kind of inno. 
cents (which if they be, Satan himſelf, in his warring againſt Mi. 
chael and his angels, is not innocent) and with leſs lothing and 
abhorrence than of any of the former ? whereas Quakeriſm may be 
truly called (if the term be ſufficiently expreſſive of the thing) pure 
Deviliſm. I mean, not valy becauſe of what ſpecial power and in- 
fluence Satan hath been obſerved, by gracious and grave men, to 


have had over and upon the bodies and ſpirits of not a few of that 
monſtrous brood ; but allo becauſe theſe have licked up and ſwal. 


lowed down, the dung of all theſe deſperate, foul-deftroying here- 


fies, hatched in hell by the father of falſhoods and lies; and what- 


ſoever is in any of theſe molt deadly and damnable, that is, to them, 
their darling; and whatſoever is the moſt mortal poiſon in the cup 
of their abominations, and hath the moſt cloſe and clear connection 
with the deſtruction of the immortal ſoul, this they ſwallow down, 


and vomit it up, and ſpue it out again in every place, and with a 


piece of the black art, peculiar to that tribe, diſh up this dung ot 
hell, and ſet it as Manna before ſuch as they would make dil- 


_ ciples, to be ſupped up, and ſwallowed down, that they may there- 


by poiſon, beyond the power of an antidote, thoſe fouls whom 
they ſeduce; and, while they draw them after them, drown them 
in the {ame perdition with themſelves, Theſe are the poor inno- 
cents you talk of: what a wonder and aſtoniſhmeat is it, that the 
very ſink of hell, which cometh forth at their impure and polluted 
mouths, in blaſphemics againſt God, his Chriſt, his Spirit, his 
word, his precious and pure ordinances, the purchaſe of the blood 
of Chriſt, and the means of fellowſhip with the Father, and wich 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſhenld not make all who are, or would be re- 


pute, lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, abhor thera, as 
the molt odious vermine, and black locuſts, that ever crawled out of 
the infernal lake, or croaked upon the face of the ear th, and flee the 
ſound of their blaſphemous belchings, as the very fibilation of the 
old ſerpent? If the Spirit of God call a forbidding to marry, aud 
commanding to abſtain from meats, the doftrines of devils; What 
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name or notion can be fallen upon, or found fit, to unfold the na- 
ture of that doctrine, comprehenſive of all theſe doctrines of de- 
vils, whereby the goſpel hath been from the beginning, oppoſed, 
through Satan's black art, and utmoſt malice? as if in this one 
ſhape, and ſize of the enemies to the goſpel, were gathered toge- 
ther and cemented all the ſeveral parties that ever Abaddon and 
Apollyon commanded in his ſeveral expeditions againſt the prince 
Michael, For this at once and for ever, not in parcels and by con- 
ſequence, makes void the whole goſpel of the grace of God, and the 
all of that bleſſed contrivance of ſalvation, by the Son of God, as 
{lain Saviour. This is ſuch an explicite, unmaſked, and gross pr 
verſion of the goſpel, that if the apoſtle, who had the ſpirit of God, 
who had the mind of CHriſt, who had received the ſ pirit of love and 
of a found mind, who, being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, ſpc!;- 6 2 
ſeducing Elymas, ſeeking to turn away the deputy, deſiring toe 


the word of God, from the faith (the perſons are of the ſame p 


tice, and this is the poſt, here the captain ſets them to ſtand cen 
in theſe terms, O full of all ſubtilty, and all miſchief, thou chic ot 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteouſneſs, wilt not thou ceaſe to- 
vert the right ways of the Lord? Would ye have ſpoke to tom 
in another ſtile or ſtrain, being perſons of the ſame practice? g 
this is the prey they hunt for, by perverting the right wan 

the Lord, to turn men from the faith once delivered to the {#int-, 
and to turn away the ear of any, whom they obſerve deſirous tn 
hear the word of God, from the truth, that they may turn th 
»nto their blaſphemous fables, and bewitch even theſe into aa 
bedience to the goſpel, before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath be 
evidently ſet forth crucified amongſt them, Yea, if he would! 
and actually did curſe, even an angel from heaven, upon a ſuppolitj-1 
of a Jeſs and lower degree of perverſion of the goſpel of Chri!l : 
how would he have ſent this race of men a- packing, without mure 
2do, the way he feat Hymeneus and Alexander, whom he de ver- 
ed unto Satan, that they might learn not to blaſpheme? as, after 
his example, many of them were dealt with by our faithful men, 
when in caſe, who, by drawing ont church-cenfures, delivere t. 

body from being gangrened by fuch members; but, while we ac 
now kept from making ule of this molt proper remedy, the 
Ghoſt hath ſupplied it in a moſt tremenduous manner, and d 
ſuch a witneſs, as he muſt be blind who ſeeth them not carry 3 
bout with them the blackeſt-like badge, and molt unqueſtion +b1c- 
like character and copniſance of being cut aff from that chere 
that he waſheth with his own blood, which they are left to bl. 
pheme and trample under foot, that ever any race of apoſtates 
were ſtigmatized with. And that other diſciple. likewiſe, who 
breathes forth ſo much of love, is moſt peremptory in pretiin 3 
tnoſe, whom he perſuades to the love of Chriſt, and of the brethren, 
8112 [0 


\ 
1 
1 8 
x - 
5 
„ 
VS; 
1 
; ; 
C 
Sy 
| 
4 
1 
1 
4 n 
T 
F 
18 * 
- 
1 
94 
* 


508 TOUS 1 TE ES. 
to a profeſſed deteſtation of ſuch enemies to Chriſt : inſomuch that 


he will not have any, who would witneſs their love to him, who 


witneſſed his love to his people, in ſending his only- begotten Son in 
the world, to be a propitiation for their fins, and that they who 
were dead in fins and treſpaſſes might live through him, to receive 
them into their houſes, or give ſuch factars for Satan the leaſt of 
countenance or encouragement, And here, by the way, let me ſet 
before thee the practice of that great man of God, Mr. John 
Livingſton fof whom, without vanity, or being judged to hold 
mens perſons in admiration for advantage, I fear not to ſay, That, 
in the day he was taken up from us, I knew not fo great an ambaſſi. 
dor for Chriſt left behind upon the earth; O to ſee ſome, on whom 
this Elijah's mantle is fallen!) as a fit pattern in the cafe for thy 
imitation ; who, when one of theſe maſter- ſeducers, and grand traf. 
fickers to defile the world, and bewitch it into the ſame damnabl: 
delufion, whereto he, as ajuſt puniſhment for hs levity in religion, 
and what he himſelf may know belides, was left, pretending old 
acquaintance, came to make him a viſit, would not receive him in- 
to his houſe, as judging he could not otherwiſe have witneſſed his 


having received Jeſus Chriſt to dwell in his heart and houſe, than 


by ſuch a practice; and herein he made himſelf an example for ns, 
to follow ſuch a follower of God, as a dear child. O let all who 
hope to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, and to whom God hath made 
him wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption: all who 
know no other way of being juſtified before the tribunal of God, 
but by the imputed righteouſneſs of him, whoſe name is, The 
Lord our righteouſneſs; or ſaved and ſanctiſied, but by his'work- 
ing in them to will and to do, who hath redet med them from their 
vain converſation by his own blood : all who being juſtiticd 


by faith, have ever had, or hope to have, peace with God through 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : all who now ſit together in heavenly pla- 
ces in Chriſt, and who are preſerved by the power of God, throvph 
faith unto falvation : all who know no other Fountain to bathe 
rheir leprous ſoul in, nor Stream to bleach their ſpotted and black 
{onl by, that they may appear beforc God withont ſpot, bat the 


blood of Teſus Chriſt, which cleanſeth from all iniquity, even his 


blood, who for this purpoſe did, through the eternal Spirit, offer up 
himſelf without {pot unto God, All who have found the ſweet— 
neſs of the ſcriptures, and have felt how their heart burnt within 
them, while he talked with them, and opened theſe unto them, and 


their ear and heart to receive what was ſaid, All who have been 


by theſe made wife unto ſalvation: all that ever have had accels to 
God through Chriſt, and know no other way of being accepted but 
in the Beloved : all who fee themlclves (and the devil hath put ont 
his eyes who fees it not) under a neceſſity, though in a clean ſtate, 
of m. ang daily ufc of the blood of Chriſt, in order to a keeping up 

| 5 of 


K _— 2 8 
. YE OE EIS 
8 2 e 2 


4 2 2 9 ge, mM 

5 r 3 Ä 
la p ; 8 8 2 N 
. py 2 * 5 . Se Ka ant BI N 


VV cog 
of fellowſhip betwixt them, and the Father, and his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, while here, and of being admitted to have a part with him 


hereafter (for that man's feet ſhall never ſtand within that glori- 


ous city, whereinto nothing that defileth or worketh abomination, 
can enter, which Chriſt doth not waſh; If I wail thee not, thou 


ſhalt have no part with me, is his own word to a perſon in a clean 


ſtate.) All to whoſe ſouls, after they had received the ſentence of 


death in themſelves, God hath ſpoken peace upon the account of 


his Chriſt, who is our peace: all who, knowing they can do no- 
thing without him, live under a ſeen neceſſity of daily drawing 
ſtrength from Chriſt, who works in them both to will and to do, 
and muſt perfect that which concerneth them, and look only for 


the acceptation of their ſervice in and through Chriſt : all, whoſe 


great All it is to be found in him in the day of their appearance, 
not having their own righteouſneſs, but that which is through the 
faithof Chriſt, even the righteovinels which is of God by faith: all 


who, becauſe they have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of 


God, know no other way but to throng in amonegtt theſe ungodly, 
who are juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Chrift Jeſus, whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation 
tirongh faith in his blood: all whoſe eyes God hath opened, and 
turned from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance 
amongſt them that are ſanctified, through faith that is in him: all 
who have, or hope to have, redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of ſins : all to whom he hath given an underttand- 
ing to know him that is true, and in whoſe heart he hath written 


his law, and put his fear, that they (hall not depart from him: ail 


into whole {oul he hath ihined, to give them the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face ci Jeſus Chriſt, while this 
galpel is hid trom others: all who have received that Spirit which 
is of God, and not that ſpirit which is of the world, whereby the 
child of God is diſtinguiched from a natural man, who recciveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God (for the highctt pitch and per- 
fection of natural mens light judgeth theſe things foolithneſs, The 
world through wiidom knew not God) ncither can he know them, 


becauſe they are ſpiritually Cifcerned:: all who ever have been made 


glad in his houſe of prayer, and have bcen admitted to walk wit! 
the King in the galleries, where he is held: all to whoſe fonl he 
hath endearcd and commanded ordinances, and who have found the 
polpel to be the power of God, unto ſalvation ; all who are begun 
partakers of the glory to.be revealed, and who hope to ly down in 


1 - CO, » 
the grave, under the comfortable hope of a glorious reſurrection, 
20d ut their eyes ſinging, in the expectation that their vile body 


hall be changed, that it may be faſhioned like his glorious body, 


according to the working whereby he is able cven to ſubdue all 
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things to himſelf ; and that they ſhall be caught up in the cloudy, 


to meet the Lord i in the air, and ſo ſhall be ever with the Lord: 
all who would obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Teſus, with 


eternal gloty. In a word, all who are Chriſtians, a whom that 
worthy name is called, as the badge of their profeflion - who pro. 


des faith in him, whom God hath ſent and ſealed to be the Sayi. 
our of the world; that one Mediator, which is between God and 
aan, the Man Chrift Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 0 
he teſtified in due time; he who is the ſecond Perſon of the bl«([:q 
"7: inity, the eternal Son of God, equal to, and conſubſtantial with 
the Father, but perſonally diſtinct from him; incarnate, by aſſum. 
ing the nature of man, in the womb of the virgin Mary, by which 

he became Immanuel, God and Man in two diſtinct natures, unite 
in one ſingular Perſon, who is the Subſtance of the goſpel, and 


the Myſtery of godlineſs : this which comprhends the All of our 


ſalvation, and conſolation, yea, the All of Chriſtian religion, is ſo 
Wrapt up herein, that whatſoever ſtrikes at this, ſtrikes at name 
and thing of Chriſtian religion, robs us of the whole goſpel, and 
turns us over into pure heatheniſm, ſhuts us out eternally from all 
4:cc15 to God, and makes our ſalvation for ever ſimply impoſſible; 
jor, if we believe not that He 1s that He, we ſhall die in our ſins; 
yet every article of this, that they may for ever deſtroy the 
{cundations of ſalvation, is by them opugned and ſubverted. 
They, putting a falſe Chriſt inſtead of the true Jeſus, the Son of 
David, our only Saviour; denying Chriſt to be the ſecond Perſon 
of the Trinity; denying Chriſt to be a ſingular Perſon; denying 
eius the Son of Mary, to be the alone true Chriſt; but affirming 
Zhriſt to be a common ſort of thing, to be found in every man, as 
it was1n the Son of Mary, even the common light to be found in 
the mind of every man in the world; affirming Jeſus, the true 
Shriſt, the Son of Mary, to be only an ordinary Veſſel, which con- 
taineth this light, as the ſpirit of every other holy man doth; and 
io, not only pulling down our exalted Prince from his throne of] 


ior 7, but putting their falſe prophets in his place, clothing them 


the glory of his proper titles, as being Chriſt as well as he, 
Mx containing theſame light with his. Thus do they blaſpheme 
that worthy Name Þy the which we are called: thus do th * 
roh our Saviour, the only Lord jeſus Chriſt, who is the Brightnels 
of the Father's glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, of bis 
glorious prerogative and majeſty; and, in contempt of this exaltc d 
dice and Saviour, ciothe themſelves with the ſpoils of his honour, 
.nd thus do they rob the church of him, whom God hath given 
+» be her Head and Saviour; that fo, having turned the world 
with themſelves jnto a ſyoagodus of Satan, they may enrich hell, 
This is the preat mwyliery of their iniquity, and a monſter it is, in 
u and ſubſkince, and! in all dimenſions of devilry, pro: e 
beyon 
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beyond any ſhape Satan ever yet aſſumed, or wherein he ſhewed 


Lord (who hath ſent his only-begotten Son into the world, to be 
the alone propiti»tion for fins, and prepared him a Body for that 
that purpoſe) rebuke thee, ought to be the conſtant language of 
the heart of every one to whom Chriſt is become a Saviour, till he 
* caſt forth this blaſphemous ſpirit out of thoſe demoniacks. Fe 
what elſe is this, which proceedeth out of the mouths of ſuch per- 
bons, but pure helliſm! No man, ſure, who hath ever heard the 
t 4 goſpel of the grace of God, or is acquainted with the very firit 
n. | | principles of the oracles of God, but he muſt conclude, men of thay 
| ſpite, malice and dialect, men who talk at this rate of railing againſt 

+» | our Immanuel, againſt his holy Child Jeſus, that Child born unto 
ng us, and that Son given unto us, who is yet the mighty God, the 
ur $7 everlaſting Father, the Prince of peace, mult be the very candidates 
%o ol hell, and have commenced in the infernal regions, where more 
ne black, more abominable, more horrid and bald blaſphemies, cau- 
nd vot be belched forth, Iſay therefore, O let all who have the name 
all ot Chriit called upon them; all to whom that bleſſed name is -5 
le; ointment poured forth, and to whom he is precious, even he whom 
the Father hath laid in Zion for a Foundation and Corner-ſtone, 
diſallowed indeed of theſe builders, but choſen of God aud prec. - 
7 08s: all who ſeck a fure reſting-place for their fouls; for whoſo- 
ever believeih on him, ſhall not be aſhamed: and all who know no 
Other ſolid foundation; for other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, he is the ſure and ſole Founda- 
tion: let them carry towards this race of Renegadoes from the ve- 
ry real profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as Satan's ſpecial agents and emiſ- 
|} faries, who with a malice infuſed by their maſter, and reſembling 
| him, and a peculiar keenneſs, fury and rage, as ſet on fire by hell, 
bdlaſpheme the true Saviour, our blefſed Lord Jeſus, who, being 
come of the fathers according to the fleſh, is God over all bleſſed 
for ever; and fight againſt that one, that alone way of ſalvation, 
4 which is now made manifeſt by the appeautng of our Saviour Je- 


* 


2 
jv 


mortality to light through the goſpel. And in proſecution of this 
War, and purſuance of this open hoſtility againſt heaven, and that 
4 it may appear whoſe angels they are, under whole banner they 


©} and drives them in their reſtleſs compaſſing of ſca and land, to pro- 
ſelyte poor ſouls, and draw them into the ſame conſpiracy with 
[4 themſelves againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the alone way of ſal- 
vation by him; they oppole, as incenſed with malice and rage, the 
Mediator's miniſters aud meſſengers, fent forth to preach this ever- 
laſting goſpel, and topoiat forth the Lam? of God, who take th a- 
Way tac Uns of the world: and while he, are preaching the king- 


himſelf in the world. The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan! even the 


ſus Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life and im- 


tight, who ſends them, ſerves himſelf by them, ſets them on work, 
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dom of God, and teaching thoſe things which concern the Lord 
jeſus Chriſt, ſettiog forth Chriſt evidently crucified before thei; 
yes, that they may look unto him and be faved; and preaching 

flvation in the name ot this Jeſus of Nazareth, and teſtifying, that 
as God hath exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re. 
pentance and forgiveneſs of ſins: ſo there is no other name given 
ander heaven, by lich men muſt be ſaved: theſe are the glad tid. 
ings of great joy for all the people, which make the feet of him 
who publiſheth them beautiful; and this is the main of 
+12 goſpel of the grace of God (yea, that without which there is no 
pel and no falvation) that all may know aſſuredly, that through 
i Man, who is both Lord and Chriſt, is preached unto them the 
foroivencls ot fins, and that by him, all that believe are juſtified 
fre mall things, from which they could not be juſtified by the law 
* Mofes : while, I ſay, his miniſters are about this ſtriving accordin 
2 his working, which worketh in them mightily, theſe falſe pro- 
phets and ſeducers, after the ſame method and malice of Bar jeſus, 
withſtand them, and ſeek to turn away their hearers from the faith; 
ea, they ſeek to diſſuade the people from hearing the Lord's me. 


; lengers ſpeaking the Lord's meſſage, in the very ſtile and ſtrain and 


ſoirit of Rabſhakeh; let not theſe men (ſay they of the miniſters 
o Chriſt) deceive you, neither let them make you tralt in the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, ſaying, This Lord Jeſus will fave you to the 
utmoſt: hearken not unto them, turn you to the light within you. 


This common thing, that is to be found in every man, that is the 


Oyriſt which mult ſave you, and not this Chriſt, the only Son of 
God, (as they talk, and would perſuade you) incarnate by aſſam- 
ing the nature of man in the womb of the virgin Mary. And if, 
:mongft all theſe ambaſſadors to whom the miniſtry of reconcilia- 
% eis committed, there be one more eminently qualtfied than 
WO, to whom his Maſter hath given a ſpecial ipiritual dexteri- 
1 beſceching, praying and perſuading men to be reconciled unto 
God, who hath made his only begotten Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
a for them, that they may be made the rightcouſnels of God in 
in; One, whoſe ſhining light, and burning zeal proves him to be 
Star held in his Maſter's right-hand; One whom Jeſus Chriſt 
doth moft remarkably countenance in his adminiſtrations, in mak- 
in og manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge by him amongſt the pe 
; One highly elteemed for his work's fake, and endeared to he 
ers of our Lord Jetus Chrilt, for his caring naturally for the 
ek, and travailing in birth till Chriſt be formed in his hearers ; 
e by whole miniſtry Satan's dominion over 1onls is deitroyed, 
aud they vindicate into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God: 
„as if they were the ſole truſtees that Satan had vpon the 
£4 _ and his only Janifaries fitted for that work, or as if they wee 
ut expreſs from hell, they ſet themſclves in oppoſition to this 


man 
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man, and all who walk with him in the ſame ſpirit, and in the 
ſame ſteps, and do all they can, by their bawling, to blaſt the mi- 


niſtry of ſuch a worker together with God. As the miniſters of 


J<fus Chriſt are the men in the world againſt whom they have the 
moſt pure and petfect hatred, fo it is againſt thoſe miniſters mote 
particularly who are moſt tender and editying, and by whoſe a. 
bour amongſt the people, their Lord and Maſter, who ſent then, 


bes of the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied, that they as the mi- 


tiſters of Satan, ſet themſelves. Very fit meſſengers of Satan ire 
they, if any were caught up to the third heaven, to buffet him. 
appeal in this matter to the experience and obſervation of all wh. 
take notice of their way; and how little they trouble others, hel 
maſter fearing little, or finding little damage to his dominion a 
kingdom, by theſe lazy ly-bies and idle loiterers. 

Let this ſhort hint of that unhallowed generation put vs, no! 
only to weep to ſee what a dominion Satan hath obtained over 
ſuch poor unſettled fouls, who every day wax worſe and worſe, de. 
ceiving and being deceived; but alſo, to ſtudy more caution 9d 
circumſpection in our way for the future, and that in order bo 
to our own preſervation, that that wicked one touch us not, 9. 
have acceſs to tumble us headlong in this gulf, and alſo in order 
the recovery (if it be poſſibley of ſome at leaſt of thoſe out oft! 


ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his pleaſi 


Let all who would be ſaved themſelves, or would not become 
ſhare to others, by emboldening them by their example to conver» 
to their perdition with ſuch deceivers, fave themſelves, and ſtand 
Joof from this generation, that they may be ſaved. 


It may and ought to be remembered, and regretted by all of 


us, that when Satan firſt ſet up by theſe proxies, and appeared n 


this diſguiſe to act upon the ſtage, he gained not a little at his fir}. 


aſſault, by our contempt and ſecurity, For every one thought 
devil was turned dunee, and had played the wrong card, and fa d 
in his politicks, in falling upon the leaſt probably taking way that 


ever he had yet attempted, how either to promove his o.w-¾nc king 


dom of darkneſs, or oppote the coming of the kingdom of the 501 
of God, in fo clear a day of the gofpel's ſhining brightneſs. And 
therefore, however men were amazed at the appearance of ſuch 
monſter (and the more they were amazed at its ſize and ſhape, the 
more they thought themſelves exempted from all care, to trout: 
themſelves in telling the world that it was ſuch, and whence ': 
came, and whether it went; it was taken by the moſt diſcerning 
granted, that the devil intended this piece of ridiculous pagean! 
only for an interlude, that ſo, while we were gazing and mockius, 
he might fill the ſtage with Roms's abominations : and the mor: 
judicious cannot but diſcern, how the devil, in this dreſs, bah 
had the affiſtance of his old cabal the conclave; and by the biin 
1 'I-t-£ ; fone 
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ſtone which iſſue out of their mouths, wherewith ſo many ats 
killed, they may well be judged to make up one of Abbadon's le. 
gions) yet it was put out of doubt with moſt, that the Chriſtian 
world, eſpecially theſe churches, which had enjoyned fo fair a day, 
and had been in a manner the valley of viſion, could not be cheat. 
ed into a liking of this hell-black compound of all the moſt dam- 
nable hereſies; and judged, that there was but little reaſon to fear 
that Satan ſhould prevail much, or make any notable inroads up. 
on the church, while appeared fo like himſelf; yea, it was thought 


impoſſible that any who had but the uſe of his reaſon, much leſs Þ* 
any who profeſſed religion, could be bewitched and proſelyted in- 
to a way which ſeemed to carry its own antidote with it, becauſe Þ* 
its poiſon was fo palpable, and Satan had been at fo little pains to 
buſk this hook, or hide his malice, in deſigning to murder as ma- 


ny as ſhould ſwallow this ſop. 


Nay, ſome were puffed up, and tuſhed at the fear of others, 
inſtead of being deeply affected, to ſee what ſpiritual judgments 
and plagues we were thereby threatened with, and like to be 
poured forth upon a people, who had walked fo unſuitably to that 
degree of glorious Goſpel-light which had ſhined amongſt us: 
But, alas! it is our folly to think that Satan plays the fool al- 


ways when he puts on hood and bells; for he perceiving the tem- 


per and untenderneſs of many high pretenders, who had not receiv- -- 


ed the truth in love, and perceiving how, in place of pure religion 
and undefiled before God, a giddy gaudineſs was entertained, a3 


the badge of a progreſſive knowledge, and looked upon as an 
high attainment: Satan, I ſay, obſerving the propenſion of many þ* 
to turn away their ears from the ſolid ſubſtantial and ſaving truths F 
of the Goſpel, and how ready they were to be turned into fables, 
appears in this dreſs; and when men in their gaudy giddineſs 
came to gaze, when they ought to have looked on with the tear 
in their eye; all en a ſudden, he opens this ſluice of hell upon 
them, and ſpues this flood out of his mouth after the woman, who þ* 
had brought forth the man- child of reformation (by which he was! 
enraged, becauſe thereby caſt unte the earth) that he might cauſe þ* 


her to be carried away of the flood. Oh, if this day we could re- 


member our faults, and weep over our folly, who carried in that 
day, as ignorant of Satan's devices! For though we ourſelves had 
been ſome way ſecured againſt his ſucceſs in this garb and ſhape, Þ 
after the light had ſhined in ſuch a meridian brightneſs amongſt us; 
yet it became us to have been deeply affected at this diſmal appear- 
ance, left the rumour of the riſe of ſuch a generation, after ſo much 
endeavour to reform the church, ſhould have given Satan the ad- 
vantage of creating ſuch a prejudice againſt all for reformation 


in other churches, as that they, upon hearing what giddinels 
and prodigious deluſions ſome were delivered over unte, in 4 
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„church of theſe endeavours, might abandon all eſſays that way, 
and bleſs themſelves in a ſupine neglect of what is yet unquelii- 
n onably their duty. 3 

7, But that which gave Satan the greateſt advantage of all, as 
t- tis, that moſt men at firſt did (and not a few continue to do ſo 
n- tt this day) out of a kind of fooliſh pity, look upon them as a 
ar © well-meaning kind of harmleſs, though half-hallocked perſons : 
p- and therefore converſed with them, without all fear or appreherd- 


bt ed neceſſity of fearing a being infected with that leproſy which 
Was got up into their head, and for which they ſhould have been 
put out of the camp of the Iſrael of God, as utterly unclean, 

And hence it came to paſs, that he who in diſdain and contem p: 
of that ſnare, ſaid to-day, Am I a dog to do this great evil? be 
gan to bark with them to morrow, at the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
and all the healing that is under his wings, and to belch forth 
rs, © blafphemies againſt the way and word of God. Let no man 


nts therefore wonder at Satan's ſucceſs under this ſhape, or at the 
be ſpreading of this contagious leproſy ; nay, let him conclude with- 
bat © out a peradventure, that it will certainly ſpread further, if the 
us: ©: courſe ſo proper to preſerve ourſelves and cure them, preſcrives 


al- by our bleſſed Lord, the great Phyſician of his church, be not fol- 
m · lowed. Let them therefore be ſhunned, that they may be aſhamed; 


eiy - when they find themſelves ſtink in the noſtrils of all who ſavour 
ion the things of God, and ſhut out from all who are called by his 
, a3 precious name, as perſons bearing and branded with another name 


an and mark. | | 

Let no man who would not expoſe himſelf to the ſnare of the 
the © devil, and harden them to deſtruction, liſten unto them, reccive 
them into his houſe, or carry any otherwiſe towards them han 


nels © towards Satan's agents and angels, who are ſo known by their alk 
tear and tokens, that ſcarce can it be ſaid they transform themſelves in- 
pon do angels of light, that they may with the greater facility promove 
„ho the kingdom of darkneſs. 5 


Let me therefore beſeech, and obteſt all the fearers of God, «2 
1 whole hands theſe lines ſhall come, by their love to him, by their 
: longing after the coming of Chriſt's kingdom, and their deſires 
of the earth's being filled with the knowledge of his glory, as the 
Waters cover the ſea, by the love they have to their own immor- 
tal fouls, and the ſalvation of the preſent generation and poſterity. 
Lea, let me make bold to charge them, in the name and authority 
of the great God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by their dread- 
fal appearance before him, and as ever they expect to be admit- 
ted to Chriſt's company, and find a place amongſt them who tre 
& faved and waſhed, in his blood, and made kings and prieſts un to 
Lcd, and his Father, make more conſcience henceforth of abſtain 
ung from all converſe, beyond the unpleaſant conſtraint of pure 
L . Aoecellit⸗ 


1 I ©, © © os 5 0 oo BB 
neceſſity, with this race of the moſt degenerate broog, and del. 
perate enemies to the true foundation- principles of ſalvation, (hat 


ever hell yet hatched, or Satan ſet on work, to counter-work and 
obſtruct the progreſs of the goſpel, The adequate remedy, it is 
true, is not in the hand of every, nor any private chriſtian ; but 


God hath put this plaiſter into every man's hand, and hath made it F 


reach, whereby he may, thro grace, preſerve himſelf unpolluted, 


znd pure from the plague of the ſpreading contagion, yea, and 


poſſibly recover ſome of them : Jet him but in compliance with 


the will of God, diſcountenance theſe traders and traffickers for |? 


_ eaſy for him to apply it, while other remedies are not within his 


Satan, and let him ſhun all converſe with them. Enter not into 
the path of theſe wicked perſons, and go not in the way of theſe 
evil men; avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, and paſs away: 
for their houſe inclineth unto death, and their paths unto the dead. 


None (at leaſt few) that go unto them, return again, neither take 
they hold of the paths of life. | | 


If any deſpiſe our Lord's preſcription, and do otherwiſe, let nei- c 


ther himſelf nor others wonder, if, as a juſt punjſhmeut of this pre. 
ſumptuous contempt, he be left and caught into the ſnare. 0 0 
fear this infatuation, which hath overtaken fo many to that height, | 
that they wrangle and wreſt, without a bluſh, the word of life, 


and the ſcriptures holding forth the plain path-way of ſalvation, to 


their own perdition ; yea, and as perſons ſick of an hydrophoby, |: 


fear only and flee from the proper remedy. O beware, leſt, while 
you ſee ſuch a doleful and to amazing a ſpectacle and document of 
divine diſpleaſure before your eyes, you alſo, being led away with 


the error of the wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs: but la- 


bour to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and then it is impoſſible not to grow in an 


abhorrence at name and thing of this abomination, which his ſaul | 
hateth, as the moſt pure and perfect oppoſition to that ſalvation 


which is in Chriſt Jeſus, and the moſt explicit and plain attempt a- 


and his ſeeing of the travail of his foul and being ſatisfied, that e- 
ver Satan made or managed by any mortal. But ] kave poſſibly 
exceeded rhe juſt limits of a poſtſcript ; and therefore, committing 
thee to the guarding and guidings of his grace, who is of power to 


_ eſtabliſh thee, and keep thee from falling, and preſent thee faultleſs 
| before the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy, I here ſubliſi 
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nt Bo Nr. Rur HEN TOORD's TESTIMONY to the Co- 
and be 7 - 7 6 8 
i. | venanted Work of Reformaiion, (from 1638, to 1649.) 
bur! in Britain and Ireland. 
de it 
bis H O' the Lord needeth not a Teſtimony from ſuch a wretch- 
ted, Þ ed man as l, if I, and all the world ſhould be ſilent, the very 
and] fiones would cry: it is more than debt, that I ſhould confeſs 
with |} Chriſt before men and angels. It would ſatisfy me not a little, 
or that the throne of my Lord Jeſus were exalted above the clouds, 
into the heaven of heavens, and on both ſides of the fun ; and that all 
theſe poſſible praiſe and glory were aſcribed to him ; that, by his grace, 
way: I might put my ſeal, ſuch as it is, unto that ſong, even the new 
dead. ſong of theſe, who, with a loud voice, ſing, ſaying, * Thou art 
take worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: for thou 
7 walt lain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of e- 
 nei- 1} very kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation: and haſt made 
pre. us unto our God kings and priefis; and we ſhall reign on earth, 


O Rev. v. , 10.” And bleſſed were I, could I lay too my ear of faith, 


eight, and ſay Amen to that Pſalm * of the many angels round about the 
f life, 1! throne, and the beaſts, and elders: whoſe number is ten thouſand 
Jn, to || times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands : faying, with a 
hoby, | loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power 
while and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
entof # and blefding.” And if I heard © every creature, which is in hea- 
with} ven, and on the earth, and under the earth; and ſuch as are in 
ut la- the fea; and all that are in them; (as John heard them) faying, 
d and Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto him that 
in an ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever.“ 
is ſaul- I mean not any ſuch viſible reign of Chriſt on earth, as the 
vation Millenaries fancy; I believe (Lord help my unbelief) the doctrine 
mpta- of the holy prophets, and the apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
band, contained in the books of the Old and New Teltament, to be the 
that e · undoubted truth of God, and a perfect rule of faith, and the on- 
oſſibly 1y way of ſalvation. And J do acknowledge the ſum of the Chriſ- 
nitting tian religion, exhibited in the Confeſſions and Catechiſms of the 
wer to reformed proteſtant churches: and in the national covenant, di. 
zultleſs vers times {worn by the king's majeſty, the ſtate, and church of 
ſubſiſt. Scotland; and ſealed by the teſtimony and ſubſcription of the no- 
I bles, barons, gentlemen, citizens, miniſters, and profeſſors of all 
ranks. As allo, in the Solemn League and Covenant in the three 
| kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland. And I do judge, 
aud in conſcience believe, that no power on earth can abſolve, and 
Ar liberate the people of God from the bonds and ſacred ties of the 


P2th of God. I am perſuaded that Aſa acted warrantably, in 
making 


„% Mr. RUTNERTOOR D. 
making a law, that the people ſhould ſtand to the covenant; and 
in receiving into the covenant ſuch as were not of his kingdom, 


2 Chron. xv. 9, 10. As did alſo Hezekiah, in ſending a proclama. 


tion thro? all the tribes, from Dan to Beerſheba, ** That the 

ſhould come and keep the Paſſover unto the Lord at Jeruſalem, 
2 Chron. xxx. 6, 4.” tho' their own princes did not go alon 

with them; yea, and its nature's law, warranted by the wor 
chat nations ſhould encourage and ſtir up one another to ſeek the 
true God. It is alſo propheſied, That divers nations ſhould ex. 
cite one another this way, Ifa. ii. 3. Many people ſhall go and 
ſay, Come ye, and let us go up into the mountain of the Lord, to 
the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, 
7cch. viii. 21, 22. And the inhabitants of one city ſhall go to a- 
nother, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord of hoſts: 
{ will go alſo, Yea, many people and ſtrong nations ſhall come 
0 ſcek the Lord of hoſts in Jeruſalem, and to pray before the 
Lord,” There is alſo a clear prophecy to be accompliſhed un- 
der che New Teſtament, © Jer. l. 4, 5. That Iſrael and Judah 
Mall go together, and ſeek the Lord. They ſhall aſk the way to 


inn with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come, and let us join 


ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, that ſhall not be 
forgotten.” It is alſo foretold, That different nations ſhall con- 
federate with the Lord, and with one another, Iſa. xix. 23, 24, 
2 ©. In that day there ſhall be an high way out of Egypt to Aſſy- 
via; and the Aſſyrian ſhall come to Egypt, and the Egyptian into 
Aſſyria, and the Egyptians ſhall ſerve with the Aſſyrians. In that 
day shall Iſrael be the third with Egypt, and with Aſſyria, even a 
bleſſing in the midſt of the land; whom the Lord of hoſts ſhall 
les, faying, Bleſſed be Egypt my people, and Aſſyria the work 
of ray hands, and Iſrael mine inheritance.” f 
he church of Scotland had once as much of the preſence of 
Chr:{, as to the power and purity of doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, 
and government, as many we read of, ſince the Lord took his 
ancient people to be his covenanted church. The Lord ſtirred 
Hur nobles to attempt a reformation in the laſt age, thro' many 
d:iHculties, and againſt much oppoſition, from thoſe in ſupreme 
authority: he made bare his holy arm, and carried on the work 
gloriouſly, like himſelf; his right hand getting him the victory, 
until the idolatry of Rome, and her curſed maſs were daſhed: a 
hopeful reformation was in ſome meaſure ſettled, and a found 
Coufeſſion of Faith was agreed upon, by the lords of the congre- 


921290, The people of God, according to the laudable cuſtom of 


other ancient churches, the proteſtants in France and Holland, 
and the renowned princes of Germany, did carry on the work in 
an innocent, ſelf-defenſive war, which the Lord did abundantly 


bleis, When our land and church were thus contending 1 on 
| begun 
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begun reformation, theſe in authority did ſtill oppoſe the work; 


and there was not then wanting men from among ourſelves, men 
of prelatical ſpirits, who, with ſome other time-ſerving courtiers, 
did not a little undermine the building; and we doating too 
much upon ſound parliaments, and Jawtul general aſſemblies, fell 
from our firſt love to ſelf-ſceking, fecret banding, and little fear- 
ing the oath of God. A # 
Afterwards, our work in public was too much in ſequeſtration 
ef eſtates, fining and impriſoning, more than in a compaſſionate 
mournfulneſs of ſpirit toward thoſe whom we ſaw to oppoſe the 
work. In our aſſemblies, we were more to ſet up a ſtate oppoſite 
to a ſtate; more upon forms, citations, leading of witneſſes, ſuſ- 
penſrons from benefices, than ſpiritually to perſuade, and work 
vpon the conſcience, with the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt. 
The glory and royalty of our princely Redeemer and King was 
trampled on, as any might have ſeen in our aſſemblies. What 
way the army and the ſword, and the countenance of nobles and 


officers ſeemed to ſway, that way were the cenſures carried. It 


had been better, had their been more days of humiliation nd 
faſting in aſſemblies, ſynods, preſbyteries, congregations, families; 
and far leſs, adjourning commiſſions, new peremptory ſummons, 
and new drawn-up proceſſes. And if the meekneſs and gentleneſs 


of our Maſter had got ſo much place in our hearts, that we might 


have waited on gainſayers, and parties contrary minded; and we 
might have driven gently, as our Maſter Chriſt, who loves not to 
over-drive, but “ carries the lambs in his boſom.” “ 5 

If the word of truth, in the Old and New Teſtaments, be a ſuf- 
ficient rule, holding forth what is a Chriſtian army, whether offen- 
1ve or defenſive, whether clean or finfully mixed, then muſt we 
leave the queſtion betwixt our public brethren and us, to be de- 
termined by that rule; but if. there be no fuch rule in the word, 


then the confederacies and affociations of the people of God, with 


the idolatrous apoſtate Iſraelites, with the Egyptians and Aſſyrians, 
as that of Jehofhaphat with Ahab, and theſe of Iſrael and Judah, 
with Egypt and Afſyria, are not to be condemned. But they are 
often reproved and condemned in ſcripture, To deny the ſcrip- 
ture to be a ſufficient rule in this caſe, were to accuſe it of being 
imperfect and defective. An high and unjuſt reffection on the 
holy word of God. Beyond all queſtion, the written word doth 
teach what is a right conſtituted court, and what not, Plal. x. 
What is a right conſtitute houſe, and what not, Joſh. xxiv. 1 5. 
What is a true church, and what is a falſe one: what is a true 
church, and what is a ſynagogue of Satan, Rev. ii. What is a 
clean camp, and what is an unclean. We are not for any army of 
Taigts, and fice of all mixture of ill affected men: but it ſeems 


an high prevarication for churchmeu io counſel and teach, that the 


weight 
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N 


The 


101:4zing of the dead, and other ſuch corrupt inventions of men, 


Kili. 2, J. 2 Tim. ii. 12, 13- 1 Pet. ii, 18, Our ſouls ſhall be afffic- 
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w-ight and truſt of the affairs of Chriſt, and his kindgom, ont! EY 
85 ald upon the whole party of ſuch as have becn cnemics to ot «3 
eanle, contrary to the word of God, and the dec/arations, re. th 
onftrances, folemn warnings, and forions exhoriations of his gi 


church, whote public proteſtations the Lord did admirably bleſs, 2 


10 ihe encouragement of the godly, and the tenor of all the oppo- en 
ters of the work. _ th 
Since we are very ſhortly to appear before our dreadful Maſter MB bi 
24 Sovereign, we cannot paſs from our proteſtation, truſting we in 
ae therein accepted of him; tho' we fltould lie under the imputa. BI of 
n of dividing ſpirits and unpeaceable men. We acknowledge fr. 
oy due obedience in the Lord, to the king's majeſty ; but we dif. be 
ks that eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy in, and over, the church, which 
mie aſcribe to him: that power of commanding external worlhip, th 
204 appointed in the word; and laying bonds upon the conſci- ft. 
-nces of men, where Chriſt has made them free. We difown An- ec 
tichri{tian prelacy, bowing at the name of Jeſus, faints days, ca- 


£ TR SE 


Qu 
P_ 


look on them as the high way to popery. Alas! now there 
no need of a ſpirit of prophecy, to declare what ſhall be the 
-vofut condition of a land that hath broken covenant, firſt prac- 
dane? and then legally, with the Lord our God; and what ſhall 
e day of the ſilent and dumb watchmen of Scotland! ? Where 
wi we leave our glory, and what if Chriſt depart out of our 
We verily judge they are moſt loyal to the king's majeſty, 
who defire the drots may be ſeparated from the ſilver, and the 
ce eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs and judgment. We are not 
gut witneſs is in heaven) againſt his majeſty's title by birth to 
the kingdom, and the right of the royal family: but that the con- 
1 y of wrath againft the royal family may be removed; that 
unge guilt of the throne may be mourued for before the Lord: 
ind thar his majeſty may ſtand conſtantly, all the days of his life, 
% the covenant of God; by oath, ſeal, and fubſeription, known 
the world; that fo peace, and the bleſſings of heaven, may 
low his government: that the Lord may be his rock and ſhield, 
det the juſt may flouriſh in his time, that men-fearing God, hat- 
g covetouſneſs, and of known integrity and godlineſs, may be 
.1dges and rulers under his majeſty. And they are not really loy- 
'2ad faithful to the ſupreme, magittrate, who wiſk not ſuck qua- 
\*ications in him: we are not, in this particular, contending, 
71147 a prince who is not a convert, or a ſound believer, falls from 
is s royal dominion : the icriptures of God warrant us to pray for, 
+ obey in the Lord, piinces and ſupreme magiſtrates, that are 
orherwiſh wicked: and to tender all due obedience to them, Rom. 
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ted before the Lord, for the durning of the cauſes of God's wraih: 


a {ad 


EST . NTxE-: 921 
£ , practice, too like the burning of the rol by Jehoiakim, Jer 
Axxvi. 23. In theſe controverſies, we ſhould take ſpecial heed to 


2ur 

re- this, that Chriſt is a free, independant Sovereign, King, and Law- 
his giver, The Father hath appointed him his own king in mount 
oſs, Zion; and he cannot endure that the powers of the world ſhould 
po- encroach upon his royal prerogative, and preſcribe laws to him; 


| this preſumption is not far from that of the citizens, that hated 
him, Luke xix. 14. © He ſhall not rule over us.“ And from the 
| intolerable pride of thofe who are for breaking afunder the bands 
ok the Lord, and his anointed; and for caſting away their cords 
from them, Pſal. ii. 3. Eſpecially ſeeing the man Chriſt would 


dif. not take the office of a judge upon him, Luke xii. 14. And diſ- 
ich charged his diſciples to exerciſe a civil lordſhip over their bre- 
ip, thren. True it is, the godly magiſtrate may command the mini- 
ci. ſters of the goſpel to do their duty, but not under the penalty of 
Au- eccleſiaſtic cenſures, as if it were proper to him to call and uncall, 
ca- depoſe and ſuſpend from the holy miniſtry. The lordly ſpiritual 
en, government, in and over the church, is given unto Chriſt, and 
ere none elſe; he is the ſole eccleſiaſtic Law-giver. It is proper to 
the bim to imite with the rod of his mouth; nor is there any other 
rac- Þ& ſhoulder, in heaven or on earth, that is able to bear the govern- 
hall ment. As this hath been the great controverſy betwixt our Lord 
cre Jeſus, and the powers of the world, from the beginning; fo it 
our bas ruined all that coped with him. Chriſt has proven a rock ct 
{ty, I offence to them; they have been daſhed in pieces, by the {ior 
the that was cut out of the mountain without hands, Dan. ii. 34, 33. 
not And the other powers that enter the lifts with him, ſhall have th: 
to (ame diſmal exit, Whoſoeyer ſhall fall upon this ſtone, ſhall be 
on- be broken; and on whomſoever it {hall fall, it ſhall grind bim to 
hat powder, Matth. xxi. 44. As the bleſſed prophets and apoſtles of 
rd: our Lord, contended not a little with the rulers of the earth, tha: 
life, I Cbriſt Mould be the Head Corner Stone, that Chriſt is the only 


Head of the church, is as ſure as that he died, was buried, and 
# role again. It is a moſt victorious and prevailing truth: not on- 


may bs 

0 $17 preached and atteſted by the ambaſſadors of the Lord of hoſts, 
hat- but confirmed by blood, martyrdom, and fuffering. Many pre- 
be dCious ſaints, have thought it their honour and dignity to \uffer 
loy- ſhame and reproach for the name of Jeſus. And it is beyond 
Jus doubt, that paſſive ſuffering for the name of Chriſt, comes neareft io 


that noble ſampler, wherein Chrift, though a fon, learned obedi- 
ence by the things which he ſuffered, Heb. v. 8. Now bleffed '3 
the ſoul who loves not this life to death, Rev. xii. 11. for on ſuc » 
Teſts the ſpirit of glory and of God, 1 Pet. iv. 14. We cannc! 
but fay it is a ſad time to this land at preſent, it is a day of darb 
c- bels, and rebuke and blaſphemy. The Lord hath covered himſelk 
ach: ich a clond in his anger, we looked for peace, but behold evil : 
„„ Our 
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ning of my ſufferings I had mine own fears like another finſul man, 
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dur ſouls rejoiced when his majeſty did {wear the covenant of God, 
and put thereto his ſea] and ſubſcription, and after confirmed it 


by his royal promiſe; ſo that the ſubjects hearts bleſſed the Lorg 


and reſted upon the healing word of a prince. But now, alas! 


the contrary is enacted by law, the carved work broken down, or. 


dinances are defaced, and we are brought into the former bondage 
and chaos of prelatical confuſions. The royal prerogative of 
Chriſt is pulled from his head, and after all the days of forroy | 
we have ſeen, we have juſt cauſe to fear we ſhall be made to 
read and eat that book, wherein is written Monrning, and La. 
mentation, and Woe. Yet we are to believe, Chriſt will not bf 
depart from the land, but a remnant ſhall be ſaved ; and he ſhall Þ 
reign a victorious conquerivg King, to the ends of the earth, 0 
that there were nations, kindreds, tongues, and all the people of 
Chriſt's habitable world, encompaſſing his throne with cries and] 

tears from the ſpirit of ſupplication, to be poured down upon the 


mhabitants of Judah for that effect. 
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Some of the LAST WORDS of Mr. RuTHExFoos»; | 
containing ſome Advices and Exhortations to his Friend 
and Relations, during his Sickneſs, before his Death, | 


February the laſt, 1661, 


He uttered many favoury ſpeeches in the time of his ſickneſs, and | 
often broke out in a ſacred kind of rapture, extolling and com. 
mending the Lord Jeſus, eſpecially when his end drew near; 


whom he often called his bleſſed Maſter his kingly King. 


C OME days before his death he ſaid, I (hall ſhine, I ſhall ſee Þ 
JI him as he is, I ſhall ſee him reign, and all his fair compa Þ 
ny with him; and I ſhall have my large ſhare, my eyes (hall fee Þ 
my Redeemer, thele very eyes of mine, and no other for me; this 
may ſeem a wide word, but its no fancy or deluſion; its true, its Þ 
true, let my Lord's name be exalted, and'if he will, let my name F 
be grinded to pieces, that he may be all in all. if he ſhould uf 
me ten thouſand times ten thouſand times, Ill truſt. He often 
repeated, Jer. xv. 16. ** Thy words were found and I did eat them, | 


and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart,” 


_ Exhorting one to be diligent in ſceking of God, he ſaid, Tis no 


eaſy thing to be a Chriſtian, but for me, J have gotten the victo- 


ry, and Chriſt is holding out both his arms to embrace me, At 


another time, to ſome friends about him, he ſaid, At the begin” 


let 
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| feſt 1 ſhould faint, and not be carried creditably through and 


J laid this before the Lord: and as ſure as he ever ſpake to me 
in his word, as ſure his ſpirit witneſſed to my heart, he had c- 
cepted my ſuffering, he ſaid to me, fear not: the outgare ſhall no! 
be ſimply matter of praiſe.” I ſaid to the Lord, if he ſhould fy 
me five thouſand times five thouſand times, I would truſt in him 
and I ſpake it with much trembling, fearing I ſhould not make my 
putt good. But as really as ever he ſpoke to me by bis Spirit, de 


F witneſſed unto my heart, © that his grace ſhould be ſufficient,” 


The laſt Tueſday's night, before his death, being much weight- 


ed with the tate of the public, he had that expreſſion, © Terror 


hath taken hold on me, becauſe of his diſpenſation.” And after 


N falling on his own condition, he ſaid, I diſclaim all that ever he 


made me will and do, and look on it as defiled and imperfect, 5 
coming from me; and I take me to Chriſt for ſanctification, 
well as juſtification; and repeating theſe words, © He is made ©! 
God to me, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redempti. 


1 on; he added, I cloſe with it, let him be fo, he is my All, 


all this. 3 | 
On March the ſeventeenth, three gentlewomen coming to ſc: 


him; after exhorting them to read the word, and be frequen!: 


in prayer, and much in communion with God, he faid, My 


honourable Maſter and lovely Lord, my great and royal King, 


bath not a match in heaven or in earth; I have my own guiltineis 


like another ſinful man, but he hath pardoned, loved, and waſhed, 


and given me © Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory.” I repent 


not that ever I owned his cauſe. Theſe whom ye call Proteſters. 


1 are the witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt ; I hope never to depart from 


that cauſe, nor ſide with theſe that have burnt the cauſes 


3 God's wrath. | 


They have broken their covenant, oftener than once or twic* - 
but I believe, © The Lord will build Zion, and repair the wait 
places of Jacob.” O! to obtain mercy, to wreſtle with God or 


: | their ſalvation. As for this Pre{bytery, it hath ſtood'in oppoſiri- 


on to me theſe years paſt; I have my record in heaven, I hd 
no particular end in view, but was ſeeking the honour of Gad. 
the thriving of the goſpel in this place, and the good of the n: 
college, that ſociety which I have left upon the Lord; what pcr- 
ſonal wrongs they have done me, and what grief they have oc 
oned to me, I heartily forgive them; and deſire mercy to wrett.* 
with God, for mercy to them and all their ſalvation. 

The ſame day, Mr. James M*<Gill, Mr. John Wardlaw, Ar. 
Willian Violant, and Mr. Alexander Wedderburn, (all men: 
bers of the ſame preſbytery with him) coming to viſit him, 
made them heartily welcome, and ſaid, My Lord and Maſter is 9 
chief of ten thouſand of thouſands, none is comparable to him 
| 'VU'y-9.2 : — il 
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in heaven or in earth. Dear brethren, do all for him; pray for 


Chriſt, preach for Chriſt, feed the flock committed to your charge 
for Chriſt, do all for Chriſt; beware of men- pleaſing, there is too 
much of it among us. Dear brethren, you know I have had my 
own prievances among you of this preſbytery. He, before whom 


I ſtand, knows it was not my particular, but the intereſt of Je. 


ſus Chriſt, and the thriving of the goſpel, I was ſeeking. What 
griefs or wrongs you have done me, I heartily forgive, as I deſire 
to be forgiven of Chriſt, The new college hath broke my heart, 
and I can fay nothing of it, but I have left it upon the Lord of the 
houſe; and it hath been, and till, is my deſire, that he may 


dwell in this ſociety, and that the youths may be fed with ſound I 
knowledge. This is a divided viſit of the preſbytery, and I know Þ 


ſo much the leſs what to ſay. 


After this, he ſaid, Dear brethren, it may ſeem a preſumption Þ 
in me, a particular man, to ſend a commiſſion to a pretbytery; Þ 
and Mr. M'Gill replying, It was no preſumption: he continued, 
Dear brethren, take a commiſſion from me, a dying man, to them, 
to appear for God and his cauſe, and adhere to the doctrine of Þ 
the covenant, and have a care of the flock committed to their charge.] 
Let them feed the flack out of love, preach for God, viſit and! 
catechiſe for God, and do all for God. Beware of man- pleaſing:] 


ad — rod: 4 — 2 „ Wm, „ ww 1 © „ ty i os 


the chief Shepherd will appear ſhortly ; and tell them from me, W 9 


dear brethren, that all the perſonal griefs and wrongs they have 
done to me, I do cordially and freely forgive them: but for the 
| buſineſs of the new college, I have left that upon the Lord: let 
them ſee to it, my ſoul deſires the Lord to dwell) in that ſociety, Þ* 
and that himſelf may feed the youths, I have been a ſinful man, 


and have had my failings, but my Lord hath pardoned and accep- t 


ted my labours. I adhere to the cauſe and covenant, and mind] 


never to depart from that proteſtation againſt the controverted 1 


aſſemblies. I am the man 1 was. I am ſtill for keeping the go: 
vernment of the kirk of Scotland intire, and would not for a] 
thouſand worlds, have had the leaſt finger of an hand in burning 
of the cauſes of God's wrath. O! for grace to wreſtle with God] 
for their ſalvation, who have done it; and Mr. Violant having 
prayed, at his defire, as they took their leave, he renewed hi] 


charge to them, * to feed the flock out of love.” 


'The next morning, as he recovered out of fainting, in which ; 
they, who looked on expected his diſſolution, he ſaid, I feel, I fecl, I 


believe in joy, and rejoice; I feed on Manna. The worthy and 
famous Mr. Robert Blair, whoſe praiſe is in the goſpel, through al 
this church, being with him, [I muſt tell the reader, our author 
had this man in high eſteem, and lived in near friendſhip and love 
with him to the day of his death. A reverend miniſter, lately fal. 


10 


len aſleep, that was often with Mr. Rutherford told me, he v0 
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to call Mr. Blair a worthy man of God] As Mr. Rutherfoord took 


a little wine in a ſpoon, to refreſh himſelf, being very weak, Mr. 
Blair ſaid to him, Ye feed on dainties in heaven, and think no- 
thing of our cordials on earth; he anſwered, They are all but 
dung, yet they are Chriſt's creatures, and out of obedience to com- 
won, J take them; adding, my eyes ſhall fee my Redeemer, 
I know he ſhall ſtand the laſt day upon the earth, and I ſhall be 


| caught up in the clouds to meet him in the air, and I ſhall be ever 


with him, and what would you have more, there is an end; and 


; ſtretching out his hand over, again reply'd, there is an end. A lit- 


tle after, he faid, I have been a wretched finful man, but I ſtand 


at the beſt paſs that ever a man did, Chriſt is mine, and I am his; and 


ſpake much of the white ſtone, and the new name. Mr. Blair, 


who loved to hear Chriſt commended, with all his heart, {aid to 
him again, What think ye now of Chriſt ? to which he replied, I 
| ſhall live and adore him: glory, glory, to my Creator, and to my 
Redeemer for ever: glory ſhines in Immanuel's land. 


In the afternoon of that day, he ſaid, O! that all my brethren, 


in the public, may know what a Maſter I have ſerved, and what 

peace I have this day: I ſhall ſlecp in Chriſt, and when I awake, 
I ſhall be ſatisfied with his likeneſs,” 

: | ſhall cloſe the door, and put my anchor within the vail, and I ſhall 

go away in a ſleep, by five of the clock in the morning: which ex- 

actly fell out according as he had told that night, though he was 


And he faid, This night 


very weak, he had often this expreſſion, O for arms to embrace 


2 bim; O for a well tuned harp, And he exhorted Dr. 
Colvil (a man that complied with Epiſcopacy afterwards) to ad- 


here to the government of the kirk of Scotland, and to the doc- 


8 5 trine ot the covenant; and to have a care that youth were fed with 
found knowledge; and expreſt his deſire, that Chriſt might dwel! 
in that ſociety, and that vice and profaueneſs might be borne down : 


and the doctor being a profeſſor in the new college, he told him, 


That he heartily forgave him all offence he had done him. 
ring 
God 
aving 1 


ed his : Orkney) and deſired him to tell the preſbytery to appear for God 


He ſpake likewiſe to Mr. Honeyman, who came to fee him, 
(the man, who afterward not only ſubmitted to the Epiſcopal go- 
vernment, but wrote in defence of it, and was made Biſhop of 


and his cauſe, and covenant, ſaying, The cafe is not deſperate, let 
them be in their duty. And dirc&ing his ſpeech to Dr. Colvil, 
and Mr. Honeyman, he ſaid, Stick to it. Ye may think it an eaſy 
thing in me, a dying man, that is now going out of the reach of 
all that man can do, but he, before whom 1 ſtand, knows I dare 
adviſe no colleague or brother to do what I would not cordially do 
myſelf, upon all hazard: and as for the cauſes of God's wrath, 
that men have now condemned ; tell Mr. James Wood from me, 
that I had rather lay my head down on a ſcaffold, and fufler it to 

be 
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e chopped off many times, were it poſſible, before I had peel 
from them. And to Mr. Honeyman he ſaid, Tell Mr. james 
Wood from me, I heartily forgive him all wrongs he has done me; 


and deſire him from me, to declare himſelf the man that he | is fil 
for the government of the church of Scotland. 


And truly Mr. Rutherfoord was not deceived in bias, for the 
learned, pious, and worthy Mr. Wood was true and faithful to the 
oreſbyrerian government; nothing could bow him to comply, in 


the leaſt degree, with the abjured prelacy; fo far from that, that 
apoſtaſy and treachery of others, whom he had too mach truſted, 5 
broke his upright ſpirit, eſpecially the aggravated defection and 4 
per fidy of one whom he termed Judas, Demas, and Gehazi, con- 
cerired in one, after he found what part he ated to the church of 
Scotland, under truſt. For this Mr. Wood went to the grave a 
man of ſorrows, and left his teſtimony behind him, to the work of 
God in this land, which has been in print a long time ago. I owe 
this piece of juſtice to the memory of this great man: and to ſhew [| 
that the only differences betwixt Mr. Rutherfoord and him, were oc- 
_ eafioned by Mr. Wood's joining with the promoters of the public 
velolutions of that time, but Mr. Rutherfoord ever ſpoke of him 
with regard, and as a good man whom he loved. After, when Þ 


ſome ſpoke to Mr. Rutherfoord of his former painfulneſs and faith. 


falneſs in the work of God, he iid, I diſclaim all that, the port I 
would beat is redemption and forgiveneſs, through his blood. Thou 
ſnalt ſhew me the path of life, in thy ſight is fulneſs of joy. 
_ There is nothing now betwixt me and the reſurrectian; But to- 
dy thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe :' Mr. Blair ſaying, Shall l BS 
praiſe the Lord for all the mercies he has done for you, and is to 
n: He anſwered, O for a well-tuned harp. To his child he 
hid, I have again left you upon the Lord; it may be you will 
*£1} this to others, That the lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places, 


have a goodly heritage: I bleſs the Lord that gave me counſel. 
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1 Catalogue of BOOKS printed and fold by John 


Bryce, Printer and Bookſeller in the Salt-market, 


Glaſgow. 


Urham on the Revelation 
D Fine ditto 
a 


it's hymns and ſpiritual ſongs 
Collection of confeſſions of faith 


Fine ditto | | | 

Dickſon's truth's victory over error 

Fine ditto 

The Truſt, a ſynod ſermon, by 
Mr. Wilſon | 

Pllm book with Henry's notes, 
large print | 


Ditto with Dickſon's notes, 


Boſton's fourfold ſtate _ 

Ditto large print 

Guardian, 2 vols. 

Gutirie's trial of a ſaving intereſt, 
large print | 

Complete letter-writer 


pPrideaux's connections, 4 vols. 


Lock's eſſay on human unders 
ſtanding, 3 vols. 

Telemachus 

Owen on communion with God 

Fine ditto 5 

Erſkine's paraphraſe on the ſong 
of Solomon . 

Hale's contemplations, 2 vols. 

Hervey's diatogues, 2 vols. 

Mrs. Rowe's letters, moral and 
entertaining 

Hervey's meditations 

Owen on indwelling fin 

Wilſon's perpetual Calendar 


5 | Owen on juſtification 
Crook of the lot, large print 


Welwood's memoirs . 


3 Melvil's memoits of the affairs 


of Scotland | | 
Willifon on the aſſembly's ſhor- 
ter Catechiſm 


Crawtord's memoirs of the affairs 
of Scotlind 


Preſent for an apprentice, fine 
Crawford's dying thoughts 
Wright on repeneration 
Joleph Allyu's works, 2 vols. 


Nisbet's commentary on Eccle- 


ſiaſtes 

* pleaſantneſs of a religious 
life | 

Bunyan's holy war 

Fine ditto 

Erſkine's poſpel ſonnets 

Saving fight, a ſermon by Ralph 
Erſkine 

Harriſon's ſpiritual logic | 

Gentle ſhepherd, fine paper, with 
cuts. | 

Anſon's voyages 

Practice of piety _ 

Williſon's ſaeramental directory 

French convert | 

Mr. Andrew Gray's works, large 
print 5 

Williſon's aflited man's compa- 


nion | 


Ebenezer Erſkine's fermons 


Webſter's book-keeping 
Hiſtory of the ten perfecutions 


The builder's dictionary 


Craighead's warning piece 


Pike and Hayward's caſes of con- 


{cience 
The death; of Abel 
Blackwall's art of preaching 


Cloud of witnelles, large print 


Confeſſion of faith, with ferip - 
tures at large 1 


Ditto, ſine paper 


Flavel's whole works 


Ebenezer Eifkine's whole works, 
4 vols. | 


New univerſal Engliſh diftionary 


Monro's letters 


Blackwall's ſacred ſcheme 


Fiſher's arithmetic 


 Seneca's morals 
_ Catechiſm explained by Meſſrs, 
212 5 ; ; 8 | 

Williſon's ſacrainental meditations - 


Erikine, Fiſher, &c. 
Watlon's body of divinity 


 Crookſhank's hiſtory, 2 vole, 


Calvin's iaſtitutions of the chriſtian 
religion 37 
Dickin- 
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— Directions to prayer 


A Catalgus of BOOKS. 


Pickinion's religious letters &hriſt the peoples covenaing 
Bzxter's call to the unconverted Preſbytery's anſwers to M., 
Pe1rce's beſt mateh Nairn's diſſent 


Boſton's crook of the lot | Dickſon's true Chriſtian love 

Owen on ſpiritual mindedneſs, Private judgment not ſubject ts 
„„ cecelſiaſtical authorit 

n indwelling fin, &c. ditto Word of God the beſt guide 


Duty ofpational covenanting ditts Moſes unvailed 


Dorham's unfearchable riches Donald Bain's art of the broad 
Hiſtory of Scotland | ſword 
Wars of the Jews EP Form of proceſs uſed in kirk-courts 
Layburn's trader's ſure guide Vincent's catechiſm 
Welwood's glimpſe of glory Arroll's vocabulary 


Halyburton's memoirs Addiſon's poems 


Ma: ſhall on ſanctification Banquet of Xenophon 
Cole on God's ſovereignty Bacon's eſſays 
jof-phus? whole works, Folio Cambray's letters 
New Teſtament, large print Craig's poems 


Act declaration and teſtimony Milton on education 


AR concerning the doctrine of Morgan's memo'rs 
grace Wow Practical bee-maſter 
er's Chriſt's famous titles Thomſon's ſeaſons 


Heaven's glory and hell's terror Watts on prayer 

llan's alarm to the unconverted Hiſtory of the 12 Patriarchs 
Durham on death | Of the 12 Ceſars 
Dyche's ſpelling book Bunyan's pilgrim's progreſs 
MH {tory of Robert the Bruce Barren fig tree 


Williſon's goſpel hymns 


--. Communion ſermons Vincent's principles of the Chrifti 


Zunyan's heavenly footman an religion =, 
Grace abounding Dilworth's ſpelling book 
Livolittle on the ſacrament Jacob's wrettlings 
{.raighead on the ſacrament  KEecichaſtical eharaRteriſticks 


Mes. Rowe's devout exerciles 


gere alſo may be had, Bibles, gilt and plain; New Teſtaments; ſmall 
Palm Books for children; Larger and Shorter Catechiſms ; Mother's 
Uatechiſms; Muckarſie's Catechiſms; Proof Catechiſms; Syllabing 
.2techiſms ; Watts' divine Songs tor children, &c, &c. Ke. 


f 


Ep fables - Flavel's token for mourners 

Ben Johnſon's Jeſts Es Hiſtory of the late war 

Hiſtory of the nine worthies The lite of Colonel Gardner : 

Triumphs of love Boyer's French grammar 15 

Countryman's jewel EG A review of the narrative of the 

Hiſtory of the feven wiſe maſters proceſs againſt Mr. Ebenezer © - 

Henry on prayer Erſkine and his brethren, &c, |} 

Hiſtory of Sir Francis Drake Reaſons by Mr. Er{kine and his 

Flavell's ſaint indeed brethren why they could not: | 
On providence _ return to the church 

n perſonal reformation A cordial for Chriſtians 

_ Gray's ſpiritual warfare Muckarſie's ſermons 
Precious promiſes Fine ditto 
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5 A LIST of the SossckIsERS Names. 
e A. Jam. Baird fat mer in Old Cumnock 
tie r; e Alexander ſchoolmaſter James Barr farmer there a 
7 New Monk land William Black weaver in Longlon 
. fe! Alexander inPollock-Shaws Thos. Boyd tenant in Hagmuire 
wn Aloe diftifler in Glaſgow James Blackie wea»er in Montroſe 
dad Robert Anderſon vewtherer there Thomas Breckenridge farmer in 
2 het Auld retd maker there Dromore 
court i Anterion in Old Cumnock David Buchan merchant in ſohn's- 
: n haven | 
ain wor man in Balgido WW un Buchanan in weſter Camron 
] Anderton of Lonomuire George Buchanan in eaſter Finnich 
aan farmer in Logyalmond james bilſtand in Conochra 
Katharin Allan there John Buchanan flax dreſter in Ca- 
j 5 Adam! is Eaſt Calder mach of? | | 
William Aitken at Tarbrex in John Ben in Newcaſtle 
ambergauld pariſh William Blackburn taylor there 
” 


LA an Aul | merch ant in Falkirk . TIE am Bel! {r,nemaker there | 
{4 Anderfon baker in New- john Baird ſhoemaker in Old 


- Ale Moiikland | | 
| ain Anderſon weaver there William Baird chapman, 8 copies 
| um Allan farmer in Bothwel . Archipald Barr in Barrony pariſh 
uam Adam weaver there David Barr weaver there 
ander Altken in Alſton pariſh John Bogle coal hewer in Shotle- 
42,5 Anderſon porti ner of ſton 
of doend | | ſa nes Bo! K coal hewer there 
„ Allan weaver in Paiſley john Boole farmer in Bogleshole 
ander merchant in St. Tohn Bananceen taylor in Pailley 
5 Monans | john Barr Weaver there 
of the Adam 1 wright in Birbiton Peter Brown miner in IL. eadhills 
enezer n Anderſon in Shankfoot John Pay! c feryanr to lord Afflect 
Kc. in Anderten wright... William E :ell ichoolmalter in Ban- 
1d his knock 
d not- B. | Johyu Burns weaver in pille 
ne A Hus chanan of Balfuning iarnes Blackburn m aſon in. Sand- 
ole of Hlutchiſon | holes there | 
Sen ſtudent of divinity Tames: Broadfoot taylor in San- 
1 | 5 gut are | 
9 Bain wrighit in Glaſpow Suſan Brown in Cloſeburn 
rife | gy ban tanner there Alexander Brown imith there 
Bryſon merchant chere Andrew Ban merchant in St, 
3x7 AY tanner there Monans 
Buchanan awer there Robert Bryion in Inchuood 
IRE +. Bebnct ſtocking maker there Walter urn ſocmaker in Mea- 
de Bowre ſoldier there dow ſide 
nal Prom EN * right in Gorpbalts Du can Buchanan in Nilairn par, 
Noe „n mille Walter Buchauan there 
labing XXX John 


L 328 | | 
Allan Davidſon in Bentfulbead, 


3 


John Cotts of Cottshill 
Alex. Campbel in Strathlachlane 


Kobert Chriſty cabinet maker in 
Glaſgow 

John Campbel weaver there 

Robert Corner weaver there 


David Cheſly portioner in Burn- 


tredg e, C:nternauld pariſh 
William Crawford tenant in Dirt- 

houſe 
Archibald Cock ſmith in \ aracleß 
Alexand, Crighton at Meavie mill 
James Cout taylor in Newcaſtle 
James Clark ſhoemaker there 
Wm. Cullen weaver in Bothwel 


Thomas Cullen farmer there 
James Croſs portioner in Mardrie 


James Craig hammerman in Niel- 
ſton 
John Cochran landlabourer in 
Stewarion 
Jobn Cutl.le weaver in Burnſide 
John Cuthle ſervant in Woodend 
Joh. Crawford moulder in Carron 
Maicolm Campbel {mith there 
Gilbert Cowan weaver in Muire 
Alex, Couper chapm. in Hamilton 
John Corbet portioner in Plcaſants 
of Gallowhill 


James Couper tenant in Raploch 


Apnels Clark in Kilbride 

James Cotts weaver in Barnhill 
Da. Chaplen weav. n Cumbuſlang 
James Cowlſcr weaver in Lanerick 
Thos. Culbertſon weaver in Paiſley 
James Cheap maſon there 


John Cairns traveiling chapman, 
£50. cop'es | 80 
John Cannon travelling chapman 


at the water of Orr, 6 copies 


: Wiiliam Cornfoot tenant in Aber- 


cromy 


David Calder i inn keeper in Kirk- | 


intilloch 


Margaret Cartland in Carbu, 


nethen 
D. 


James Dick maſon in Pollockfhaws 


William Deans farmer in Dowhill 


Wm. Drummond farmer in Balfron 


Peter Eaddic maſon in Falkirk 


weſt Calder pariſh 
Rob. Downie wright in Glaſpoy 
Wm. Dryſdale tobacconiſt Sh 
James Duncan in Strathblane 


John Drew tenant in Newfoldhead 
Robert Dunlop tenant in Bath. 
winnie 
Da vid Durie weaver in Montrok 
2 Copies 
David Dennis in Craip 
Andr. Dolrymple in Blackfalhead 
Jobn Donald ſhoemaker in Sorn 
Rob. Dick tide waiter in Greenock 
John Day Keelman in Newcaſtle} 
John Dickſon ſmith in Bothwel | 
Jean Drew in New Monkland | 
William Dabbie weaver in Hol. 
landbuſh 
Andrew Dick e in weſter Þ 
Skeroch 
David Dick in Cine 
Andrew Dick in Sandyhills 
Jam. Dick paper maker at Balgrae 
John Dalziel miner at Le:dbill WM 
James Punlope tenant in Clum- 
beith | 


Archibald Douglas weaver i 


Maxwelton 7; 
Jonathan Dawſon miner in Wan. 
lockhead, 3 copies 
Robert Dun wright in Lanerick 
William Dalrymple weaver in 
Dykehead 
John Dobbie in Cumbeſnelbes, 
3 copies 


e E. 

Robert Erſkine officer of exciſ 
in Cumnock 
William Eflun weaver in Glaſgon 
James Edmond in Kilern 
William Ewing in Batturick 
Jobn Eaſton ſervant in Blackbrae: 


Kobert Ewing of Ladreſſibegg 
Alexander Ewing portioner of 


Belliock 
1 Edward in Laighlogan 


Wm. 


head, 


laſpow 
there 
ne 

Zalfron 
Idhead 
Bath. 


ontroſe 


falbead 


| Sorn 


reenock 1 
weaſtle 


hwel 
and 


n Hol: | 


) weſter | 


8 
Balgrae 
:dhill 


1 Clume 
ver in 
n Wan. 


merick 


aver in 


nethen, 


f exciſe 


lago 


ick 
ackbrae! 
begp 


oner ol 


gan 
Ikirk 
_ Wm. 


4 
10 bn Fr: 5 in Mountgrimmon 
fo! 
} 


Yo Findlayſon in Lo: ſtonhome 

ian France ſtudent of di- 8 in 
Lo 1 41. nod 

Foſter ſhoemaker in St. 

' Findiay in Newcaſtle 

mas Fiſher taytor there 


6 Fleck in Crofh'e 
FVemiton portio. To Townhead 
David Fermtor 
Hurt mill 
Robert Forſyth ſervant 
MILAN | 
l 27 in Cumbern auld par, 
Wi 11am Fife wright in Carron 
an Ferry paper makerin Balgrae | 
. His n Fulton in Auchterarder 


tenant in weſter 


in buth 


"EIS 


bes Forgie ſhoemaker in Max- 
weltor 

ade Foulds landlabourer in 
Did Monkland 

Entre Fife weaver there 


Willem Fergulon ſhoemaker in 
Cloſeburn 
{ak 'r Fe n in the E Par. of K er 


fbr tram miller in Caldermill 


8 
{choo!-maſter in 
Rochoſea, 13 copies 

Gray there 

Jovan weaver in Pollock. 


is V 


Nats = ent les 


8 
L Harles 


„ 


eig in Gorbals 
ms +” 3ham there 
William Jovan in Blackbrae 
| gh Graham tenant in weſt 
alder 
nge Glen in Glaſgow 
„ Orah binet maker there 
er Graham merchant there 
lohn Gibſon contier 
0 Garland POL tioner in Buch- 
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ion Weaver in Aloa 
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3 
William Gileſpie in Tochi!', Sr, 
Ninians pariſh 
John Gilleſpie ſhoemaker there 
Archibald Glover thoemaker 
Newceaſtle | | | 
William Gordon quill drefſer there 
George Graham in Carron 
John Gray weaverin Garthamlock 
Wilham Gavin ſervant there 
John Gardner in new Mains 
Win, Gibſon tenant in Hapmuire 
Edward Grakam in Lochgr. en 
Hogh Glasfoord miller in Dalbeth 
Rachel Glasfoord in Paille 
Alexr. Goudie fmit!; in Camlachie 
Matthew Gray weaver in Brae 
oy i OP ( one * 5 52 
Tens Glasfoor d oiller rin n Dalbeth 
H. 
Thomas Hall weaver in Pollocks 
Shaws 
John Hunter gardiner in E liock 
{james Hoods cooper in algow 
James Hamilton these 
Andrew Hannah wripht there 
CGeorge Hall 
Ja, Tfutchifon weav. in her row 
James Hill weaver in Montro! 
Villiam Hunter wheel! w Jahr 
I ohn's-baver 
Patrick Henderfon in Craig 
Samuel Honey in Perth 
4 AfTIeOsS Mew: t there | 
Adam Hutchiſon ſhoemaker. in 
Newcaſtle 
V1llian Hunter br 
Hugh Hutchiſon 
North Shields 1 
Rob. Hamilton tarmer in Both wel 
John Henderlon weaver in Stirling 
Thomas How in Ca no- ath mariſh 
John Hamilton in pariſi of Shots 
jobn Hitton weaver in Paiſ'ey 
William Harkxnets in Cumlock 
Wm. Hood portion. in Torbolton 
james Howie weaver in Lanerick 
James Harkneſs miner in Wan- 


locklicad 
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1 1 E 
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William Jervie coal maſter in 


Shaws 
William Irvin weaver in Glaſpow 
John Jack tenant in Halbrae 
John Jack tenant in Wood-head 
John Jack farmer there 


John Jarden ſhoemaker 1 in New- 


caſtle 
James Jervie weaver in old Shields 
Hugh Jack weaver in Richarton 
John Jervie ſaddler in Stirling 


Agnes Jack in Craigend 


John Jones moulder in Carron 


7 


Robert Kemp maſon in Fuſol 


William Kid 

Jam. Kirkwood ſmith in Loanhead 
Robert Kerr wright in Gateſide 
Wm. Kerr horſe ſetter in Glaſgow 
James Kirkwood ſaddler there 
John Kilgowr taylor in Newcaſtle 
William Kirkwood in Seebeggs 
Jobn Kinlay Slater at Carron 
James Key in Bairmuirs 

Andr. Knox weaver in Craigfoot 


L. | N 
Alex. Lindſay weaver in Pollock- 
Shaws 
William Lochbead weayer 3 
James Lindſay baker in Glaſgow 
Margarat Lang there 


Margar. Lockhart in Brangrange 
| John Landels cabinet maker in 


Berwick upon Tweed 


James Lockhart chapman 


Duncan Lonnel flax dreſſer in 
Arngibbon 


Jam. Lands in Craigen of Cardroſs | 


am, Lamb weaverin Campbleton 
Robert Lang cooper in Greenock 


William Leechman 1 inn keeper in 


Newcaſtle 
Gabriel Ladler there 
Robert Littiejokn ſhoemaker in 
North Shields | 
ames Lourie, weaver in Bothwel 
Alexander Lang in Ridefair 


John Lourie at Carron 


John M'Indoe weaver there 
Alexander M*Kellop dyer there 


John M*Caul in Eaſt {ide 


William Lang gardiner | in uf 
' Monkland 3 | 


nn Liddal wright in Scebegs 
ames Leitch in Gartcraig, Bar. 
rony pariſh 

Archibald Barr there 

David Barr weaver there 

John Love j junr. in Letrick 
John Lovel miner in Wanlockhead | 
ohn Lawſon at Carron of 

John Lyle taylor in Paiſley ; 


M. 3 
James Me inzie teacher of Engliſh E 
in Glaſgow 3 
David Muire merchant there ö 
Thomas M*<Lintock thatcher there 
Archibald M Lae tanner there 
Alex. M Kechnie tanner there 
ohn Millar tanner there 
David M Culloch fa wer there 
Arch. M Farland pla ſterer there | 
John Meikle ſmith there | 
Matthew Moodie butcher there 
E M Gilchriſt weaver there 
atrick M Morland there 


\3 


ohn M*'Kewn weaver in Calton 
Charles M Arthour weaver ia | 

Gorbals F 

John M*Gawn 5 


Thomas Martin in Tonguehouſe 

James M*Gawn in Dirkland 

John M*Keller ſhoemaker in Stra- 
chur 

John Manſon farmer there 

John M Lein in Kilearn 

Samuel M. Caul there 

Joby M*Ldoe weaver there 

Moſes M*Lae there | 

Daniel M*Kean weaver in Logy: } 
almond 

James M*Kroby lint drefſer there | 

Walter M*Callaſter weaver in 
Buchly vie | | 

Andrew M*Keoun farmer in 55 


laird pariſh | 
| Willie : 


in old 8 


begs 
„ Bar- 


ckhead 
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er there 
ere _ | 
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ere 
er there 
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Wilkam M*Lean portioner in James Mitchel weaver in Paiſley 


Medrox . 
ohn Millar weaver in Piſhours 


William Moungle ſchoolmaſter in 
Corridean 
Alexander M*Kinzie travelling 
chapman 1 5 | 
ohn M. Niel cooper in Cambleton 
Leonal Mitchel wheelwright there 
Wm, M*Meuros farmer in Moy 
John M*Gown in Faſter Catter 
Robert Mouat in Balfunning 
John Mack portioner in Longloan 
Richard M' Lean taylor there 
William Millar weaver there 
Archibald Maſon portioner in 
Balgiddy | 
Robert Monach of Ballate 
Andrew Monach portioner there 
James M Keoun gardener in 
Drummond _ | 
Moſes McAdam in Gartuhar 
Alexr. M*Callaſter at Gadervant 
John Monach in Kuappoch 
Jam. M*Lquham of weſter Finnich 
Alexr Meikle ſmith in Edinburgh 
David M*Caul rope maker in 
Greenock © * DEAR 
John Moriſon cooper there 
Charles M*Kiver cooper there 
Alexander M. Nicol in Carron 
William M Lachlan there 
John M' Donald ſhoemaker in 
Newcaſtle ö 
Willlam Marſhall taylor there 
Flory Millar there 5 
John Maſon miller in Bothwel 
Thomas Meikle weaver there 
William Mackie farmer there 


James Muir weaver in old Monk- 


land 
Donald M*Parland there 
James M*Farland ſhoemaker in 
- Woodend .. | 
Patrick M-Niel taylor in Aloa 
Thomas Millar merchant in Cum- 
bernauld N 
John Muir paper maker at Bal grae 
Audr. Muir wright in Dumbarton 
Join Muir wright there 


Robert M Murray weaver there 

William M“ Allaſter weaver there 

David M“ Lire weaver there 

Duncan M Farlan diſtiller there 

Walter M*Farlan weaver in Bad- 
hill 

Alexander M*Lellan wright there 

Robert Murdoch maſon in Auche 
inleck 1 | 

John Marſhal taylor in Bog 

Samuel M“ Aul in Sanquhar 

William Muckarſie in Wabeſton 

David Murdoch there 

William M*Gown miner in Wan- 
lock head | 

Agnes M*Kean in Cloſeburn 

Alexander Moys mariner in St. 
Monan 85 

William M*Gell tobacconiſt there 


Andrew M. Pherſon taylor there 
James Millar of Bentend 
William Millar miller in Rilſyth - 


John Mackie in Paſker's dyke . 


Wiiliam Muire portioner in Bur- 


dſton : 
James Martin in Thripridge 
Alexander Millar maſon in Old -- 
Place 
John Millar in. Burnhead 


N. | 
Rev. Mr. Alexander Nimmo mi- 
niſter of the goſpel in Newcaltle | 


0 


| Andrew Oliphant wright in 


Glaſpow | 
Rob. Oſburn tenant in Cloſeburn 


| P. 

Rev. Mr. Alexander Preſton mi- 

niſter at Logyalmond 
William Peden weaver there 
Andrew Peuther tenant in meikle 

Harwood | 

ames Paton in Williamſton 
Wm. Paterſon wright in Glaſgow 
Margaret Paul bleacher there 
Hugh Peden chapman in Know 
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W. 


John Petipre 


Janet Petigrew there | 

John Paul weaver in New Monk. 
jand pariſh 

chal Piery farmer | 

Wilkam Pedan fervant to the ear! 
155 . | 

Jam e P wile Nin ! 

Villiam F hillip barten in 
Mmarnock 

Jacob picken in Newcaſtle 

Robert Pollock ſboer laker in 
Bothwel 

Andrew Picken bonnet maker in 
Stewarton 

nor paul (bal hewer in Brom. 
ho 

ames Paterſon Carla, 
homas Piery in Carron 

Josep“ Pau there 

Joleph Powal there 

Thomas Potter there 

VWiliam purdie in Dern}y 

Marion Paterſon in Cloſehurn 

William Patrick in JInchword 

Umes Patrick in Kernbog 

J n 5 rote work 1514 0 : 

John Patric Kk in Weſtlide 

Peter Vetcyrew wright at Log, 

1 


db , 
JN 1E 


Kil- 


8 7% $4.4 
Harn 


N | 
Samuel Rutbertoord in 
Arden 
Alex. Ramfay in Valkirk par; 
Jame S Ruflel in old Cumnock 
Renfre vin Poliock Shaun 
Jean Robertſon in Logvalmond 
James Reinw!'c 5 Weaver it; Cy „lalg. 
Then LE Rit Chic | J. Wer there 
William Reid barber there 
Andrew Rei ny in Keri; 
Dav. Robertion farmer in Garden 
ame Ritchie £71 Cunbernauld 
James Roſs weaver iu Cambelton 


uchter. 


Rob. Rodger cooper in Gre ECROCK. 


Jam 88 Rig har: Hor ca jrrier 
Jam Es Rutkerton 0 KE. ein ſy in 


| ec le 
Francis Rae 
James 


N 
in Carnbra? 
' 5 
s Ruſtel n Sachridpe 


1 Welver in Caiton.” 


Ru; Tel 
. now 
Arthur Renwick farme ; 
John Roberſton in Car; ror 

William BR oy en in 931115 

Wm. Roughhead in Ba . _ 

James Reid in Furfold 

James Robertſon bleac! 
Partick 

Vm. Ritehmond 1 Bre. 

William Ritchie ta yior 
Monans | 

John Rankin port aner inge 


El. Ant in * ' 


Jute 


Rev. Mr. Robert Smith Wini 
of the poſp®' at Au Chen | 
James Scot prover In. | fg y 15 
Thomas Sa wers tobacco ee 
Nobert Stewart Carrier there 5 
Thomas Steverifon weaver es 

William Spies Chapman 
John Shaw weave 
Shaws 
John Stark in Glenridge N 
John Somervel ten- nt ins ebe 
james Smith in wer + Calde | 
* iam Someryel Wright ebe 
Robert Spiers 
Monk land 
Andrew Stebs in Hunte 
jor "my Sm ith taylor 
6 „ Sbaw port] Ane 2p if < 
Toke Shanks: portioner ir 
James Shank portioner the 
Wm. Stark tenant in Wo 
Smiti farmer in y 
Johu Salmond ir Cra:; 
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James Shaw fawer 11 1 

James Shaw workman at {ic 
hewh 

David Smith finith at Ca 

D.vid Smith forge-man 

Jame 25 Sanders it 
oils 

| In Sanders hem! 

John Scot ſhoemak et the 

Charles Scot hem 

Seo. Sandelaude {hm en 

Jame: Hands morales 


HOCIN 10 


am. Somervel ſmith at Carnbrae 

| 3 Scot weaver in Bothwel 

William Shaw workman in Old 
Monkland 


F obert Smith there 


William Steel farmer in Kilmaurs 
John Stewart farmer in Dibs 
Ales Spiers tenant in Lochgreen 
Rob. Steel portioner in Woodend 
25 Andr. Somervel tenant in Lainpets 


weren Robert Simpſon in Carſtairs par. 


3 lohn Scotland dyer in Aloa 
john Selkirk weaver in Brae 


e WW Robert Selkirk weaver in Ryfield 


jan Scot coal hewerin Snetleſton 
. Johv Scot workman there 


Wm. Scot weaver in Queenslaw 


a ; John Shaw in Kipbyers 


jJjobn Stewart weaverin Hamilton 


23 Marparate Stewart there 


john Stobo in Belick lone 


Mary Smeton there 
john Smith weaver in Paiſley 


-+-47 F John Story bleacher there 


William Smith in Glenſide 
= James Scot in Moſsholm 


John Stewart in Mains of Kil- 


winning | 
William Sheddan portioner in 
Bullerhols _ | | 


* Md — 
Jes 
Rr 
N 
e 
3 
n 


Dey 


1 7 John Stevenſon in Dalbeth _ 
ames Stocks merchant in St. 


2 Monans 

= Robert Steedman wright there 
Alexander Stocks merchant there 
. Thomas Sutty mariner there 

* John Stobo weaver in Shots 


John Smillie in Falkirk pariſh 


5 Walter Somervel in Gare 
Rev. Mr. Alexander Troop mini- 
fſiter of the goſpel in Perth 
James Taylor weaver in Pollock- 
LE Shaws 

John Taſſey weaver there | 
James Telfer merchant in Glaſg. 
William Templeton carver there 
mes Toſhock weaver there 


SL 


Tohn Strathaven weaver in Calton 


22 


; 
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Wm, Templeten in Megs hill 
Niel Turner 
Robert Trotter in Sunton mill 
Wm. Tom coal hewer in Gleu- 
8 
James Thomſon flax d 
_ Montroſe W 
David Thomas in Dumerine 
John Templeton iu Hopland 
Alexr. Thompſon in Corkelhill 
Wm. Turner ſmith at Carron 
Patrick Thomſon tranflater in 
Newcaſtle | 
James Thomſon in St. Ninians 
Andrew Thomſon tenant in eaſt» 
ergart mill | 
James Thomſon ſervant in Pro- 
van hall | 
Thomas Tannahill weaver in 
Paiſley | 
William Thomſon weaver there 
James Templeton ſhoemaker in 
Auchenleck | 
William Tweed in Fergushill 
Andrew Thomſon weaver iv 
CTClaoſeburn 
Archibald Tate there 


reſſer in 


W. | 

James Walkinſhaw merchant in 
Greenock 

Jean Wilfon in Bagrae 

David Wylie in Kilmarnock par, 

Daniel Walker weaver in Glaſg. 

Andrew White baker there 

John Watſon ſa wer there 

David Wilſon vintner there 

John Watſon ſenr. ſawer there 

Patrick White tanner there 

John Wilſon weaver there 

David Walker weaver in New 
Monkland pariſh 

William Wilſon wright there 

William Wotherhead weaver 

William Waddel carrier in Gain 

James Watſon flax dreſſer in Mon- 
troſe | | 

William Wilſon flax dreſſer there 

John Waddel broker in New- 
caltle | 
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James Waddel miller in Glenmi 
Thomas Wilſon ſhoemaker there 
Thomas Witherſpuon farmer in 
Bothwel 
John Witherſpoon farmer there 
William Wilfon weaver there 
James Witherſpoon farmer in 
Wocdhall 
Alexr, White tenant in Craigend 
Rob, Wadde tenant in Moſefold 
Wilm Wilſon weaver in Paiſley 
John Wilſon in auc henlecł 
John Wy te ſervant to lord Afflect 
"Thomas Wilſon carrier 85 
James Walker weaver in Old 
Mont: and | 


Tim. Wilſon merchant in Pitten 


weem 
Nidiar Wiſe in Carron 


Jahn Walker there 


$24 } 


Andrew Youog ! nercha 
George Voung book 
Newcaſtle | 
Dav d Young | in Trac! 
Im. Young | Layior 5 
Robert Young in Sonte 


James Young in © irhike Baris 


James Young in Caron 
William Young in Mains © 
art, 12 copies 


Tohn Zuil mere} ant ir. 
Greenock 
Je mes Lil in Old Place 


Ar, additional Lift of Subſcribers Names 


James Mew; bookſeller in Kil- 
Warnock; copies 

Witham 3rvce taylor in Glaſpory 

Janis Si) ;th i: there 

Thaler M Arthur weaver there 


Willam Graham workman there 


Thorns Brocket wright there 

John irc wright in Richerton 

Robert iarries ſervant these 

Thumas carr ſervant there 

Andr. Aird weaver in Setterfkyke 

Thomas Gibbie farmer in New- 
hycrs 


James Paton famer 

Gearpe Wallace laber 
therland 

John Stirling coal hows: 
head | 

Tohn Paton farme in N 

James Barr in Irver para“ 

Robert Mackie in Blante 

Margaret Willon the, 


Jou Williſon e in K 1. 


Jobn Cummen 11 60 rials 
John Fram weaver in C': 
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